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PREFACE 


E XPERIENCE every day convinces ns, that 

no part of learning affords fo much wifdom upon 
fuch eafy terms as hiftory. Our advances in moft 
other ftudies are flow and difgufting, acquired with 
effort, and retained with difficulty ; but in a well 
written hiftory, every ftep we proceed only ferves to 
encreafe our ardour: we profit by the experience of 
others without fharing their toils or misfortunes *, and 
in this part of knowlege in a more particular manner 
ftudy is but relaxation. 

Of all hiftories however, that, which not confined 
to any particular reign or country, but which ex¬ 
tends to the tranfa&ions of all mankind, is the moft 
ufeful and entertaining. As in geography, we can 
have no juft idea of the fituation of one country 
without knowing that of others, fo in hiftory, it is. 
in fome meafure neceffary to be acquainted with 
the whole, thoroughly to comprehend a part. There 
is a conftant, tho’ fometimes concealed, concatena¬ 
tion in events by which they produce each other, 
and without a knowlege of which they cannot be com¬ 
prehended feparately. The rife of one kingdom 
is often found owing to political defeats in fome 
other. The arts and learning of fucceeding ftates 
take a tin&ure from thofe countries from whence they 
were originally derived. Some nations have been ap¬ 
plauded for plans of government, which an acquain¬ 
tance with general hiftory would have fhewn were 
not their own; while others have been reproached 
for barbarities whicji were not natural to them, but 
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the refult of erroneous imitation. Thus no one part 
of the general picture can be thoroughly conceived 
alone ; but by talcing in the whole of hiftory at one 
view, we can trace every caufe to its remoteft fource, 
obferve how far every nation was indebted to its own 
efforts for its rife or decline, how far to accident or 
the particular circumftances of the countries around 
it. We may here trace the gradations of its im¬ 
provement or decay, mark in what degree con¬ 
querors introduced refinement among thofe they 
fubdued, or how far they conformed to the foil and 
put on barbarity. By fuch refledtions as thefe, and 
by applying the tranladtions of paft times to our 
own, we may become more capable of regulating our 
private condudt, or diredting that of others in fociety. 

A knowlege of univerfal hiftory is therefore highly 
ufeful, nor is it lefs entertaining. ’Tacitus complains, 
that the tranfadtions of a few reigns could not 
afford him a fufEcient ftock of materials to pleafe or 
intereft the reader ; but here that objedtion is en¬ 
tirely removed; an hiftory of the world prefents 
the moft ftriking events, with the greateft variety. 
In fadt, what can be more entertaining than thus 
reviewing this vaft theatre where we ourfelves are 
performers, to converfe with thofe who have been 
great or famous, to condemn the vices of tyrants 
without fearing their refentment, or praife the vir¬ 
tues of the good without conlcious adulation, to 
conftitute ourfelves judges of the merit of even 
kings, and thus to anticipate what pofterity will lay 
of fuch as now hear only the voice of flattery. Thefe 
are a part of the many advantages which univerfal 
hiftory has over all others, and which have encou¬ 
raged fo many writers to attempt compiling works 
of this kind, among the ancients as well as the mo¬ 
derns. Each of them feems to have been invited 
by the manifeft utility of the deflgn ; yet it mu ft be 
owned, that many of them have failed through the 
great and unforefeen difficulties of the undmrtaking. 

Not 



PREFACE. 

Nor will the reader be furprized if he confiders how 
many obftrudtions an hiftorian, who embarks in a 
work of this nature, has to interrupt his progrefs. 
The barrennefs of events in the early periods of hiftory, 
and their fertility in modern times, equally ferve to 
encreafe his embarrafments. In recounting the tranf- 
adtions of remote antiquity, there is fuch a defedt of 
materials, that the willingnefs of mankind to fupply 
the chafm, has given birth to falfehood and invited 
conjecture. The farther we look back into thofe 
diftant periods, all the objedts feem to become more 
obfcure, or are totally loft by a fort of perfpedtive 
diminution. In this cafe, therefore, when the eye 
of truth could no longer difcern clearly, fancy un¬ 
dertook to form the pidture, and fables were in¬ 
vented where truths were wanting. So that were an 

O 

hiftorian to relate all that has been conjedtured con¬ 
cerning the tranfadtions before the flood, it would 
be found to compofe by no means the fmalleft part 
of univerfal hiftory, a compofition equally volumi¬ 
nous, obfcure, and difgufting. 

In the work, therefore, which is here prefented 
to the public, we have been very concife in relating 
thefe fidtions and conjectures, which have been the 
refult of idlenefs, fraud, or fuperftition. Nor yet 
would the talk have been difficult to amaze the 
ignorant, as fome have done before us, with obfcure 
erudition and fcholaftic conjecture. The regions of 
conjectural erudition are wide and extenfive ; in them 
there is room for every new adventurer, and immenfe 
loads of negledted learning ftill remain to be carried 
from thence into our own language. There, as in 
thofe defolate and remote countries that are colonized 
by fickening ftates, every ftranger who thinks proper 
may enter and cultivate; there is much room ; but 
after much labour he will moft probably find it an 
ungrateful foil. Were we difpofed to enter upon 
fuch a province, we might eafily, for inftance, with 
fome Rabins, enquire whether Adam were an hun¬ 
dred cubits high or of the ordinary ftature *, we 
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might with Hornius examine whether he were a phi- 
lofopher or a favage, or with Antonietta Bourignon , 
whether a man or an hermaphrodite. In deliver¬ 
ing the hiftory of the deluge, after having com¬ 
piled the fyftems of our own countrymen, we might 
have improved upon our predecefiors with thofe 
of Stem, Scheuchzer , and La Pluche ; having men¬ 
tioned the antiquities of Egypt, we might have 
made a digreflion on the Ifiac table, ran round the 
circle of quotation, colledted the opinions of Rudbeck, 
Fabricius, Her wart, Kircher , Witfims, and Pignorius , 
concerning this fingular piece of antiquity, prove that 
they could make nothing of it; pathetically complain 
that the learned authors of a late Univerfal Hiftory 
-had taken none of thefe fubje&s under confideration, 
and atlaft leave the reader in priftine ignorance. But 
furely men of real knowledge cannot, without a de¬ 
gree of farcaftic contempt, behold fuch pretences to 
erudition, fuch a quackery of learning, acquired by 
the eafy arts of quoting from quotations, by confult- 
ing books, but not from reading them. Pretenders 
in every fcience are oftentatious, but real learning, 
like real charity, chufes to do good unfeen. 

We have therefore declined enlarging on fuch difqui- 
litions, not for want of materials, which offered them- 
felves at every ftep of our progrefs, but becaufe we 
thought them not worth difcufiing. Neither have we, 
for this reafon, encumbred the beginning of our work 
with the various opinions of the heathen philofophers 
concerning the creation, which may be found in moft 
of our fyftems of theology, and belong more properly 
to the divine than the hiftorian. In fa£t, we are not 


fond of building up an edifice merely for the fake of 
pulling it down, or of arranging the opinions of men 
only to ihew their incertainty •, for in the p’refent in- 


ftance, to ufe the w 
fententia quamvis fit 


of Laftantius , hcrum 


eodcm 


fpebtat 


providentiam imam ejfe confentiant, Jive enim natura. Jive 


ather. Jive ratio. Jive m 
divina lex, idem eji quod 
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Jive fiat alls fieceJJitas, Jive 
-nobis dicitur deus ; lo that 

moft 


i 



p 

moil philofoph 
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agree 


the main, they 


intelligent Creator* and are found to differ lefs in fenfe 
than expreflion. 

Throughout this work* therefore* hot to make any 
vain or unneceffary difplays of erudition* we acknow- 
lege that the materials to which we have had recourfe, 
are the fame with thofe which other hiftorians for 
feveral ages have employed before us, and which 


have been 
val of 


known to the learned fince the 
:rsi It would be unjuft to make preten¬ 
ces to new difcoveries of this kind* fince neither we* 
nor our predeceffors in univerfal hiftory* whatever 
the ignorant may fuppofe, haVe difcovered any hid¬ 
den ftores already unexplored for compiling ancient 


hiftory 


libraries of Fez 


Neither they nor we have found way to the 


Amara ; all the merit of the com 


his uft and 


jailer of ancient hiftory in the prefeht age 
his difcoveries of new afliftance, but in 
arrangement of that already known. 

To deal candidly with the reader, there is little 
known of early antiquity but what is contaified in the 
Scriptures, thofe facred books to which the ignorant 
may, or ought, to have recourfe as well as we. As 
for what remains of Sanconiathon, Manetho , Berofus+ 
and fuch like, how well foever the names may found 
in the ear of ignorance, or come from the lips of va¬ 
nity, the learned have, for feveral ages, foifakert them 
as fources from whence little or no information can 
be derived. The little we have of them remaining* 
is not lefs ufelefs by mutilation than abfurdity. Sanco- 
niathon is without authority * and as for Manetho , what 
we have of his* according toEufebius's account of him*, 
is but a tranftation into the ufual Greek charadter of 


monuments written in facred charadlers, and preferved 



the Egyptian HieropI 


which monuments 


were themfelves tranflated from a facred language 

was extracted from a different facred character 


which 


h was engraven on columns before the flood 


The 


truth is, that long before the time of Manetho , the 
old Egyptian facred character was unknown; for it is 
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probable that it continually fuffered innovation. As 
early as the times of Herodotus , thofe whicli were en¬ 
graven on fome of the pyramids, were utterly unin¬ 
telligible to the priefts themfelves; but long after, 
upon the invafion of Egypt by Alexander , the Grecians , 
who had at firft received their learning from the 
Egyptians , returned the obligation, and brought phi- 
loiophy back to Egypt very much improved, by which 
means the refined opinions of the conquerors began 
by degrees to mix themfelves with Egyptian theo¬ 
logy. From this period therefore, the ancient fyf- 
tems began to be negleded, and their new mixture 
of fuperflition and philofophy to be written in new 
characters; fo that at the times Manetho , Afclepiades , 
Palephates , Cher man , and Hecateus publifhed their 
works, it is moft probable that the ancient Egyptian 
learning was even unintelligible among the Egyp¬ 
tians. What credit, therefore, can be given to fuch 
forgeries, the moft ordinary reader is left to judge ; 
as for the learned, they have determined the point 
already. 

All other monuments, therefore, of remote anti¬ 
quity, except thofe contained in the facred text, are 
obfcurc, mutilated and trifling *, nor is it perhaps any 
great lofs to the prefent world that fuch ufelefs mate¬ 
rials are thus fallen in the wreck of time. Man, 
while yet unreduced by laws, and ftruggling with 
the beafts of the foreft for divided dominion, while 
yet lavage and folitary, was fcarce an objed whofe 
actions were worth tranfmitting to pofterity. The va¬ 
lue of hiftory arifes from the neceflary diverfity of laws, 
.arts, and cuftoms among men, which inform the 
underftanding, and produce an agreeable variety; 
but favage life is the fame in every climate and every 
age, presenting the obferver only with one uniform 
pidure, a life of lufpicion, indolence, improvidence, 
and rapacity. Befides, the nearer hiftory comes home 
to the prefent times, the more it is our intereft to be 
acquainted with it, the accounts of ancient ages be¬ 
ing only ufeful as introdudory to our own j wherefore 
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it happens well that thofe parts of which we know the 
leaft, are the leaft neceffary to be known. 

Senlible, therefore, how liable we are to redun¬ 
dancy in this firft part of our defign, it has been our 
endeavour to unfold ancient hiftory with all poflible 
concifenefs *, and folicitous to improve the reader’s 
(lock of knowlege, we have been indifferent as to 
the dilplay of our own. We have not ftopt to 
difcufs or confute all the abfurd conjedtures men of 
fpeculation have thrown in our way. We at firft had 
even determined not to embarrafs the page of truth 
with the names of thofe v/hofe labours had only 
been calculated to encumber it with falfehood and 
vain fpeculation. However, we have thought proper, 
upon fecond thoughts, (lightly to mention them and 
their opinions, quoting the author at the bottom of 
the page, fo that the reader who is curious about 
fuch particularities, may know where to have re- 
courfe for fuller information. But critical philo¬ 
logy of this kind, is pretty much and juftly ex¬ 
ploded in the prefent age : at the revival of letters, 
indeed, when all the (lores of antiquity were as yet; 
unexplored, the learned, as might naturally be ex¬ 
pelled, made greater ufe of their memory than their 
judgment, and exhaufted their induftry in examining 
opinions not yet well known. But all that could 
conduce to enlighten hiftory, has been fince often ex¬ 
amined, and placed in every point of view *, it now 
only remains to (hew a (kill rather in lele&ing than 
colle£ting, to dilcover a true veneration for the works 
of the ancients, not by compiling their lentimcnts, 
but by imitating their elegant fimplicity. 

As in the early part of hiftory a want of real fafts 
hath induced many to fpin out the little that was 
known with conjecture, fo in the modern department 
the fuperfluity of trifling anecdotes was equally apt 
to introduce confufion. In one cafe hiftory has been 
rendered tedious from our want of knowing the truth, 
in the other, from knowing too much of truths mot 
worth our notice. Every year that is added to the 
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age of the world, ferves to lengthen the page; of its 
hiftory ; fo that to give this branch of learning a juft 


length in the circle of human purfuits 




abridge feveral of the leaft important fads 


reign 


often at prefent fee the 


of 


the 


copying folios: But 
journals ever hope t 
think that our defendants, whofe 


tranfadions of a fingle year. 


effary 
It is 
fingle 


of fuch tedious 


reach pofterity ? Or do they 

attention will na¬ 


turally be turned to their own concerns, can ex- 
hauft fo much time in the examination of ours ? 
Though a late elegant writer has faid muck in 
favour of abridgments, we neither approve nor con¬ 
tend for them; but even fuch mutilated accounts 


are better than 


have that lhort duration alloted 


us here below entirely taken up with minute de¬ 
tails and uninterefting events. There are many 


other ufeful branches of knowlege 


hiftory 


to lhare our induftry •, but from the extent of fome 


late works of this kind 


would be led to fup 


pole, that this ftudy alone were recommended to fill 
Up all the vacuities of life, and that to contem¬ 
plate what others had done, was all we had to do. 

A plan of general hiftory rendered too extenfive, 
deters us from a ftudy that is perhaps of all others the 
moft ufeful, by rendering it too laborious ; and in- 
ftead of alluring our curiofity, excites our defpair. 
A late work has appealed to us highly obnoxious 
in this refped. There have been already publifhed 
of that performance not lefs than fifty four volumes* 
and it ftill remains unfinifhed, and perhaps may 
continue to go on finijinvg while 

find purchafers, or till time itfelf can no longer 
furnifh new materials. Already, as Livy hath ex- 
preft it upon a different occafion, eo crevit ut magni- 
tudine laboret fua , it is grown to fuch a fize, as a&u- 

to feem finking under the weight of its own 
corpulence. In fad, wher 
fufficient fortitude to 


it continues to 


ally 


i is the reader poffeft of 
undertake the painful talk of 
through fuch an immenfe trad: of compi¬ 
lation. 
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lation, particularly if thro* the greateft part of this 
journey he fhould find no landfchapes to amufe nor 
pleafing regions to invite, but a continued unifor¬ 
mity of dreary profpedts, fhapelefs ruins, and frag¬ 
ments of mutilated antiquity* Writers are unpardon¬ 
able who convert our amufement into labour, and 
diveft knowlege of one of its moft pleafing allure¬ 
ments. The ancients have reprefented hiftory under ♦ 
the figure of a woman, eafy, graceful, and inviting; 
but we have feen her in our days converted like the 
virgin of Nabis into an inftrument of torture. But 
in truth, fuch as read for profit, and not for often- 
tation, feldom have any thing to do with fuch vo¬ 
luminous produftions, which are utterly unfuited to 
human talents and time - 9 they are at firft ufually 
caught up by vanity, and admired by ignorance; 
from their weight they naturally defcend into the 
lower fhelves of a large library, and ever after keep 
their ftations there in unmolefted obfcurity. 

How far we have retrenched thefe exceffes, and 
fleered between the oppofites of exuberance and 
abridgment, the judicious are left to determine. 

We here offer the public an hiftory of mankind from 
the earlieft accounts of time to the prefent age, in 
twelve volumes, which, upon mature deliberation, 
appeared to us the proper mean. For as fome have 
lengthened fimilar undertakings to ten times that 
fize, fo others have comprized the whole in one 
tenth of our compafs. Thus, for inftance, Turfe ■- 
linns, Puffendorfy BoJJuety and Holberg , have each re¬ 
duced univerfal hiftory into a fingle volume. But as 
the former are found fatiguing from their prolixity, 
fo the latter are unfatisfadtory from the neceffary 
brevity to which they are confined. It has been 
therefore our endeavour to give every fa£t its full 
fcope •, but at the fame time to retrench all difgufting 
fuperfluity, to give every objedt the due proportion 
it ought to maintain in the general pidlure of man¬ 
kind without crowding the canvas •, fuch an hiftory 
fhould, in one refpect, refemble a well formed didli- 
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onaiy of arts and fciences ; both fliould ferve as' a 
complete library of fcience or hiftory to every man, 
except in his own profefiion, in which more particu¬ 
lar trads or explanations may be wanted. We flatter 
onrfeIves, therefore, that this will be found both con- 
cife and perfpicuous, tho’ it muff be candidly con- 
fefled, that we fate down lels defirous of making a 
fuccind hiftory than a pleafing one ; we fought after 
elegance alone, but accidentally found concifenefs in 

our purfuit. 

But to attain a juft elegance, order was requifite ; 
it was neceflary, in fo complex a fubjed, to be very 
careful both of the method and the connexion. This 
is a point in which all writers of general hiftory have 
ufually vied with their predeceflors, every laft at¬ 
tempt difeovering the defeds in the former: and in¬ 
deed ro do each juftice, every laft attempt feems to 
have been the beft in this refped. Method, in very 
complex fubjeds, is one of thofe attainments which 
is gained only by the fuccefiive application of differ¬ 
ent talents to the fame purfuit; it is mended by re¬ 
peated effort, and refines as it flows *, fo that from 
the times of the firft writer of this kind among the 
moderns that we remember, down to that of the late 
Univerial Hiftory publiflied in fifty four volumes, the 
diftribution of the parts has gone on improving. It 
would therefore be the height of injuftice not to ac- 
knowlege our obligations to thofe writers laft-men- 
tioned for their affiftance in this particular. We have, 
however, laid hold of every opportunity that offered 
of improvement, particularly by proferibing all fuch 
foreign matter as tended to lead the reader away from 
the principal lubjed. Uniformity in a work of this 
kind fliould be principally attended to *, in a fub- 
jed like this, con filling of heterogeneous parts that 
are at beft feebly held together, we fliould never ren¬ 
der the connexion {bill more feeble by the infinua- 
tion of new materials ; or, to exprefs it in a different 
manner, where there is already danger of ernbarraf- 
meiu from multitude, the introduction of foreign mem- 
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bers would but necelfarily encreafe the tumult. We 
hope, therefore, that the reader will here fee the re¬ 
volutions of empires without confufion, and trace 
arts and laws from one kingdom to another, without 
lofing his intereft in the narrative of their other 




tranfadions 


To 


cefs, 

that 


thefe ends with greater certainty of 


have 


care in fome meafur 


banifti 


and we may add, gothic practice of ufing 


multiplicity of notes; a thing as much unkr 
i the ancient hiftorians as it is difguftincr in the 


O 


derns. Bah 


fomewhere calls vain erudition the 


baggage of antiquity *, might we in turn be permit¬ 
ted to make an apothegm, we would call notes the 
baggage of a bad writer. Scarce any other reafon 
has been affigned for this practice, but that if fuch 
were inferted into the body of the work, they 
might impede the rapidity of the narration. It is 
not eafy, however, to conceive in what manner a 
reader is lefs interrupted whofe eye is invited down 
to the note at the bottom of the page, which was 

than he 
into the 


certainly placed there in order to be read 
would be by a proper infertion of the fame 
body of the work. Will they perfuade us that an 
animal will move with lei's eaie and fwiftnefs who 


♦ 


drao-oM 



carries its load upon its bacl 

along at the tail. It certainly argues a defed _ 

thod, or a want of perfpicuity, when an author is 
thus obliged to write notes upon his own works; 
and it may afturedly be faid, that whoever under¬ 
takes to write a comment upon himfelf, will for 
ever remain without a rival his own commentator. 
We have therefore lopt off fuch 


not to any 


deg 


of affedation ; as fometimes an 
blemifh may be admitted into works of 
Ikill either to cover a greater defed, or to take a 


to 


nearer courfe to beauty. 

Having mentioned the danger of affedation, 
may be proper to obferve, that as this, of all defed 


is moil ap 


itfelf into fuch 
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have therefore been upon our guard againft it. From 
the natural biais which every hiftofian has to fome 
favourite profeflicn or fcience, he is apt to introduce 
phral'es or topics drawn from thence upon every oc- 
cafion, and thus not unfrequently tindtures a work 
other wife valuable with ablurdity. Menage tells us of 
a ohymift, who writing an hiftory, ufed upon every 
occaiion the language of an adept, and brought all 
his alluiions from the laboratory. Polybius , who was 
a foldier, has been reprehended for taking up too 
much time in the hiftory of a fiege, or the defeription 
of a battle. Guicciardin , on the other hand, who 
was a fecretary, has been tedious in difierting upon 
trifling treaties and dull negotiations. In like man¬ 
ner we have known writers, who being fomewhat 
acquainted with oriental languages, have filled a long 
hiftory with long A, abic names and uncouth fpellings. 
Were we difpofed to the fame affedtations, it would 
have been eafy enough through the courfe of our 
work to have written Mohammed for Mahomet , ’Tatar 
for Tartar , TVazir for Vifier , or Timnr for Tamer¬ 
lane ; we might even have outgone our predeceffors, 
and have written StambGul for Conjlantimple , or Ganga 
for Ganges , with true exotic propriety. But tho’ we 
have the proper reverence for Arabic and Malayan 
alfo, of which we profefs our ignorance, we have 
thought it expedient to rejedt fuch peculiarities. For 
which reafon, when we meet the name of an Arabian 
general at full length, we make no fcruple of abridg¬ 
ing his titles, or turning them into Englijh. Thus, for 
inftance, when .an Arabian hiftorian, and his faithful 
copyifts, in a late Univerfal Hiftory, afiures that 
Hareth Ebn Taldtula led an army into the field, which 
by the temerity of Al IiGwaireth Ebn Noh aid Ebn JVah ab 
Ebn Abd Ebn Kofa was utterly defeated, we thought 
lefs ceremony might be ufed with fuch an indifferent 
general, and Amply mention Hcwaireth' s folly and his 

defeat. To be i'erious, innovation in a work of this 

• * 

nature Ihould by no means be attempted ; thofe names 
?nd fpellings which have been uied in our language for 

time 
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time immemorial, ought to continue unaltered j for 
like ftates, they acquire a fort of jus diuturne pojfef- 
fionis , as the civilians exprefs it, however unjuft their 
original claims might have been. Yet how far we 
have reformed thefe defe&s of ftyle, without fubfti- 
futing errors of our own, we leave the public to de¬ 
termine ; for few writers are judges of themfelves in 
this particular. 

With refpeft to chronology and geography, the 
one of which fixes actions to time, while the other 
affigns them to place, we have followed the moft ap¬ 
proved methods among the moderns. All that was 
requifite in this, was to preferve one fyftem of each 
invariably, and permit fuch as chofe to adopt the 
plans of others, to rectify our deviations to their own 
ftandard. If a&ions and things are made to preferve 
fheir due diftances of time and place mutually with 
refped to each other, it matters little as to the du¬ 
ration of them all with refpedt to eternity, or their 
fituation with regard to the univerfe. 

Thus much (perhaps fome will think too much) 
we have thought proper to premife concerning a work 
which, however executed, has coft much labour 
and great expence. Had we for our judges the un T 
biafied and the judicious alone, few words would have 
ferved, or even filence would have been our belt ad- 
drefs •, but when it is confidered that we have wrought 
for the public, that mifcellaneous being, at variance 
within itfelf from the differing influence of pride, 
prejudice, qr incapacity, a public already fated with 
attempts of this nature, and in a manner unwilling 
to find out merit till forced upon its notice, we 
hope to be pardoned for thus endeavouring to fhew 
where it is prefumed we have had a fuperiority. An 
Hiftory of the World to the prefent time, at once fa- 
tisfadbory and fuccindb, calculated rather for ule than 
curiofity, to be read rather than confulted, feeldng 
applaufe from the reader’s feelings, not from his ig¬ 
norance of learning, or affedbation of being thought 
learned j an hiftory that _ may be purchafed at an 
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eafy cxpence, yet that omits nothing material, de¬ 
livered in a ftyle correct yet familiar, was wanting in 
our language *, and tho’ fenfible of our own infuf- 
ficiency, this defedl we have attempted to fupply. 
Whatever reception the prefent age or pofterity 
may give this work, we reft fatisfied with our own 
endeavours to deferve a kind one. The comple¬ 
tion of our defign has for fome years taken up all the 
time which we could ipare from other occupations, 
of lefs importance indeed to the public, but proba¬ 
bly more advantageous to ourfelves. We are unwil¬ 
ling therefore to difmiis this fubjedt without obferv- 
ing, that the labour of lb great a part of life fhould 
at leaft be examined with candour, and not carelefsly 
confounded in that multiplicity of daily publications 
which, being conceived without effort, are produced 
without praife, and link without cenfure. Were he 
who now particularly entreats the reader’s candid 
examination to mention the part he has had in this 
work himfelf, he is well convinced, and that without: 
any affedted modefty, that fuch a difcovery would 
only ftiew the fuperiority of his affociates in this under¬ 
taking : but it is not from his friendlhip or his praife. 
but from their former labours in the learned world, 
that they are to expedt their reward. Whatever be 
the fate of this hiftory, their reputation is in no 
danger, but will ftill continue riling; for they have 
found by its gradual encreafe already, that the ap¬ 
probation of folly is loud and tranlient j that of wif. 
dom, ftill but lafting. 
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CHAP. I. 


The Creation and Fall of 


antediluvian world 


and an account of the 






S we intend to write a general and fuccineft hiftory 
of the world, from the origin of mankind to the pre- 
fent age, we {hall not amule our readers with the va¬ 
rious and abfurd opinions of the ancient philofophers, 
or with the different hypothefes of feveral moderns, concern¬ 
ing the firft formation of the earth ; but {hall only mention the 
authentic account of the creation, given us by the moft ancient 
Ihiftorian Mofes. This infpired writer informs us, that in the 

, God 


beginning 


created the heaven and the earth, and that 


The 

world and 
man cre¬ 
ated by 

God. 


after the earth, by the immediate operation of God, was gradu¬ 
ally fitted, in the fpace of fix days, for the habitation of man, 

Adam and Eve, the progenitors of all the human race, were 
then created, and placed by their divine maker, in a garden or 
paradife, fituated in the land of Eden. 

The opinions of authors, concerning the fituation of this Various 
paradife, have been very different. Several of the fathers ima¬ 
gined that the defeription of the garden by Mofes was a meet 
allegory. Others allowing a local paradife, have placed it in the 
third heaven ; within the orb of the moon ; in the moon itfelf; in fituation 
the middle region of the air j and others elfevvhere; and of thofe c {Eden 

Vol. I. B tvho 


opinion? 
concern¬ 
ing the 
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who admit a terreftrial paradife, feme have imagined it feated 
in China, others in Tartary , Perfia, Armenia, Mejopotamia , Chal¬ 
dea, Ethiopia , and fome even in Sweden, and in America. JIAofii 
relates, that the garden of Eden was watered by a remarkable 
river, that divided itfelf into four ftreams or branches, the firft 
of which was named Pi fin, and encompafled the whole land of 
Havilab ; the fccond was •named Gihon , and encompaffed the 
land of Cufp ; the third was Hiddekel, and ran into the eaftern 
parts of Ajfyria ; and the fourth was the noted river Euphrates. 

From this defeription, ’tis natural to fearch for the country 
of Eden, in the neighbourhood of the courfe of the laft men¬ 
tioned river. Some however, from an expreffion of the prophet 
Amos, who in his firft chapter mentions the houfe of Eden as a 
part of Syria, have imagined that paradife was fituated in that 
country, and to fupport their opinion, have placed the four 
rivers according to their own fancy, contrary to all the au¬ 
thority of geography. Eden, or Aden, which fignifies pleafure, 
is a general name applicable to all places remarkable for their 
delightful fituation. But the Eden in Syria cannot be the coun¬ 
try deferibed by Mcfis, ns it lies northward, and not eaftward 

from Egypt or the land of Midian , where he is fuppofed to have 
written his book. 


Another hypothefis efpoufed by Cahnet, Sanfion, and Poland, 
places Eden in Armenia , between the fources of the Tigris , the 
Euphrates , the Araxcs, and the Phafis, which are fuppofed to 
be the four rivers fpccified by Mofis. This fcheme however 
appears but badly founded; for it does not account for that 
river which watered paradife, and from whence the other four 
had their rife ; and the Phafis inftead of having its fource in the 
mountains of Armenia, and running northwards according to 
the erroneous opinion of ancient geographers, is difeovered by 
the modern travellers Thevcnot, and Sir "John Chardin, to rife ill 
mount Caucafus and to flow fouthwards. 

Calvin in his commentaries on Gcnejis, has propofed another 
opinion, which, with fome little variation, has been adopted by 
many learned men, and leans moft agreeable to the deferip- 

Mojes. I'he authors of this fcheme agree in the main, 


that Eden was in Chaldea, 


a 


nd that the garden was fomewherc 

rds built. 


near the rivers amongft which Babylon was afterwards 1 

1 hey prove by undeniable arguments, the land of Ha . 

to be the country adjacent to the Euphrates, and extending 
from thence weftward to the defarts of Arabia, which country 


is celebrated by Pliny , Strabo, Diodorus Siculus , and others, 
for the great abundance of fine gold, for bdellium, and for 
pearls, and precious {tones of the greateft value. A branch of 
the Euphrates is called by Xenophon, Phyfcus, which bears a 

ii.... I- - ... __ r I ‘ _ 
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which our i^nglifli translation crroncoufly renders Ethiopia, 

they allege was that part of Chaldea, where Cujh the foil of 

Ham fettled after the flood, which at this day is ftill called 

C raze]inn by the inhabitants, and is wafhed by a branch of 

the 
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Tygris. According to 


is difpofition, Eden was fitiiated 
Euphrates and Tygris , which two 


E 




Hiddekel is admitted by all interpreters to be 1 
‘Tygris . After all, it mull be allowed that the mofaical defcrip- 
tion does not ftridtly agree with any account either ancient-or 
modern which we have of that country: but as ’tis plain from 
the relations of modem travellers, that the prefent appearance 
of the country, does not correfpond with the accounts of pro- 
phane authors, written about 2000 years ago, ’tis probable great 
alterations might have naturally happened betwixt that period 
4 - u '* ~f Mopes, who wrote his hiftory upwards of a thou- 


fand years before. 


when placed in paradife by God, were per- The hap 


A + X A 

fectly innocent and happy ; the faculties of their minds were py fbnte of 
pure and active, and their bodies healthful and beautiful, our firtt 
They were fubjedt to none of thofe irregular appetites, difeafes, parents* 
wants, and forrows, which by their rebellion, they afterwards 
brought on themfelves and their unhappy pofterity. The gar¬ 
den was a moft delightful habitation, richly adorned with all 
the rural beauties of nature. It was well watered, and planted 
with all forts of trees, that were either pleafant to the fight or 
good for food. In the midft of the garden were two trees of a 
very peculiar and feemingly contrary nature. One was called 
the tree of life, the fruit of which rendered thofe who ate of 
it, in fome degree at leaft, immortal and the other was named 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Adam was appointed 
by God, to drefs and keep the garden, and was allowed to eat 
freely of the fruit of every tree in it, excepting of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. This he was ftricily commanded 
not to tafte on pain of death. 


How long they continued in their ftate of innocence is 
very uncertain. It is probable they did not immediately tranf- 

^rcls flh C '1 »■% m 4-1-> l\f# *-v 4- 71 //a /I M 


divine command ; tho 


Mofe 


it appears that their fall was not long after the creation. The 

tV \ r* 1 11* . 1 • . 1 1 


.7 


■iji 


This 


the very day they were created, 
impoffible ; for a day would be a great deal too fhort for the 
feveral aftions that muft on that fuppofition have been com- 


God 


rorl d. 


eu every tning to tie very goou, wmen is not reconciiaoi; 
truth, if fin, the greatelt evil, had then entered into the 
Some have therefore conjectured, that our firlt parents fell on 
the tenth day of the world’s age, in memory of which cala¬ 
mity, they think, the great day of expiation , being the tenth 
day of the year, was militated in after ages. Others think 

and 


eighth day from their creation, a 
he world ended with the format! 


they tranfgrelled on the 

that as the firft week of the world ended with tire formation 
of man and woman, the feccnd was probably concluded with 
their fatal feduftiou. 

?■ r,. 
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any beaft of the field, tempted Eve to eat of the tree in the 
mi dll of the garden, by alluring her that from eating the 
fruit, Ihe and her hufband Ihould not die ; but that their eyes 
would be opened, and they would become like Gods, know¬ 
ing good and evil. Eve likewife gave of the fruit to her huf¬ 
band, and he did eat, when the eyes of both were immedi¬ 
ately opened; and knowing themfelves to be naked, they fewed 
fig-leaves together, and made themfelves aprons. Soon after 

God walking in the garden, in the cool 
of the day, they hid themfelves ; and being afked, if they had 
tranfgreiied his command, they confefled their guilt. God 
then curled the ferpent above all beafts, and condemned him 
to go on his belly and eat the dull;; adding, that he would 
put enmity between him and the woman, and their feveral 
offspring, and that the feed of the woman Ihould bruife the 
head of the ferpent, who Ihould bruife the heel of the other. 
The woman was punilhed with the pain of child-birth, and 
put in fubjeddion to her hufband ; Adam was condemned to 


earn his bread by the fweat of his brow, till he returned to 
the duft from whence he was taken; and the earth, for his 
fake, was curfed with barrennefs. After this fentence, God 
cl oath ed Adam and Eve with (kins ; and left they Ihould take of 
the tree of life, and eat and live for ever, he turned them out 
of the garden, to the eaftward of which he placed Cherubims, 
and a flaming fword which turned every way, to guard the 
paffage to the tree of life. 

This account, at firft view, feeming to contain fome im¬ 
probabilities, feveral learned and pious men have been inclin¬ 
ed to take the whole relation in a figurative and allegorical 
ienfe, alledging that the antients, particularly in the eaftern 
nations, frequently ufed to veil the truth of fa&s in allegory. 
They therefore imagine that the hiftory of the fall exhibits the 
detection of the foul, the ferpent reprefenting Concup'ifcevce ; 
the man to whom he durft not apply himfelf, expreffing Rea- 
and the woman whom he fo eafily leduced being theem- 

Lut though many of the antient philofophers affected an 
allegorical manner of writing, Mofcs appears to have had 
inch defignj therefore the hiftory of the fall, as well a 
reft of his writings, ought to be taken in a literal fenfc, 
several learned men have endeavoured to folve the diffioil- 
ties occurring ^from his concife account. They think the 
ferpent was actuated by feme wicked and malicious fpirit, 
(probaDiy the chief of thole beings) who, envying the hap- 
pmeis of mankind, refolved to bring them into the fame 


Jen , 

blem or Senfe. 


s 


no 

the 


lcrublc condition with himfelf, and his apoflate 


mi¬ 


en 
tu 


This 


compani- 
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quainted with the doftrines of the Jewifh Church, tells us, that, 

by the envy of the devil death came into the world. 

The devil probably preferred the body of a ferpent, as be¬ 
fore the fall that creature feems to have been more familiar 
with man than any other animal, by the char after given of it 
in fcripture, that it was more fubtle than any beaft of the field ; 
which word fubtle may denote its gentle and infmuating dif- 
pofition, as well as infidioufnefs or craft. Both Jewifh and 
[ Chriftian writers imagine, that the ferpent before the fall 
S did not creep on the ground, but went ereft; and that it had 
gained the good liking and efteem of our firft parents, feems 
implied in part of the fentence againft it, God declaring, that 
for the future , there Jhaiild be enmity between the ferpent and 
the woman , and between his feed and her feed. Its intimacy 
with the woman rendered it the more proper inftrument for 
die purpofe of the devil, who, Aiding himfelf into it, might 
wantonly play before her till he led her infenfibly to the for¬ 
bidden tree. Then twilling round its branches he might take 
of the fruit, and eat, to fhew her, by experience, that it con¬ 
tained no deadly quality. His fpeech might be lefs fright¬ 
ful or furprifing to her, who, in the flate of her innocence, 
not knowing what fear was, might probably think (as he might 
pofitively affirm) that this new acquired faculty proceeded from 
the virtue of the fruit. 

This conjefture is ftill more probable, if we fuppofe the 
ferpent, whofe body the devil pofl’efled, was not of a com¬ 
mon ordinary fpecies, but fomething like that fiery fiying fort 
which we are told are bred in Arabia and Egypt. They are 
of a fliining yellowilh colour, like brafs, ana by the motion 
of their wings, and vibration of their tails reverberating the 
fun beams, make a glorious appearance. Now a ferpent of this 
kind (though perhaps it was of a fpecies far more glorious) was 
a proper creature for the devil’s purpofe; for thefe ferpents 
are called in fcripture Seraphim , or Seraphs , which name is alfo 
given to thole bright angelical Beings, who are frequently em¬ 
ployed by God to deliver his will to mankind. From the re- 
prefentations tolerated in the Jewifii church, ’tis probable the 
angels generally appeared to our firft parents in certain fplen- 
did forms, fome of them afliiming the ftiape of Cherubim or 
beautiful fiying Oxen , others the form of Seraphim or winged 
and Alining ferpents. The devil might therefore impofe upon 
Eve , by taking the appearance of a mefienger from Heaven, 
under which difguife Aie might fee him approach her without 
fear, hear him talk to her without furprife, and comply with 
his feduftion with lefs reluftancy. 

The fentence denounced on the ferpent cannot feem ftrange, 
if we confider, that God probably intended the debafement 
of that once glorious creature, to ferve as a monument of 
man’s apoftacy, and a teftimony of his difpleafure againft fin. 
By the levitical law, if a man committed any abomination with 
a beaft, the beaft was to be flain, as well as the man ; and 
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even by human laws the meer inffrument of an enormous 
crime is often deffrcyed. Befides, the great change which 
the lenient underwent was not, perhaps, felt by it as a mif- 
fortune. 

As co th : tree of life, it is fuppofed to have been fome way 
confonant to a Hate of innocence and immortality, the frail 
and mortal bodies of our firft parents requiring to he invigo¬ 
rated by fome fpirituous nourishment to keep rhem in con- 


ftant youth, till fuch time as they Should be trait Hated 

-« . * v i • * • • /• i in* 


from 


Earth to Heaven, according to the opinion of th 


J 


and Chriftian writers. Some imagine the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil was fo called, becaufe it really had a virtue 
to open man’s underftanding; or elie, becaufe the eating of 
it would eventually teach him the difference between the good 
of obedience and the evil of tranfgrefiion. Others think it 
fo called meerly from the devil’s pretending it had a virtue to 
confer knowledge. What particular kind of tree it was, has 
been the fubjedt of many idle conjectures. The vine, the ap¬ 
ple, the common and the Indian fig-tree have all put in their 
claims, and fome even fuppofe it to have been an ear of wheat; 


but what Mofe 
power of any to difeover. 


is above the 


The re a- That the trial of man’s obedience fhould be by fuch a prohi- 


fonr,!>.c- bition^ as is mentioned by Mofes y appears perfectly rational, 
ncisrf the and adapted to the Hate of innocence. No moral precept 
prohibi- could have been at all proper for that purpofe, as there was 
tion. then fcarce a pcffihility of their tranigrefimg any ftrh. It 

rnuft therefore have been fome indifferent action, neither good 
nor evil in itfclf, but fo far only as it was commanded o^for¬ 
bidden. And what fo natural and agreeable to the flute of our 

parents (confidering they were to live all their lives in 



garden) 


t h e 


forbidding them to eat of the fruit of a 
certain tree in that garden, a tree near at hand, and which 
every moment might give them an opportunity of teftifying 
their obedience to God by their abftainine from it. This re- 


. o . . w rhi. 

moves the objection again ft the punilhmcnt inflidfed on man 
his difobedicuce as too fev 


for 


rc, and no way proportion¬ 


able to the offence; for we are deceived if we luppofe that 


gooa 


evil 


j* umy m me nature or tne ruing and not m 
the commands and prohibitions of God. Confidering then 
this crime to have been a downright rebellion aeainff God, 
and committed again# the cleared; conviction of confidence, 
ivith ether aggravating circumffances, it will appear to have 


been a crime fo heinous, that nothing now-a-days can be fup¬ 
pofed to refemble it. 

, O ur parents had no fooner eaten the forbidden fruit, 
tnan they perceived the fatal effefis of their tranfirreffion. 


Their 


me iciiiptci uaa promnea t 
nakedneis, which exprefiion 
writers, who imagine, that. 


m a icnfc quite different from what 
aem. T hey difeovered their own 
has been taken literally by fome 

the fall, the air and other 

elements 


upon 
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I elements immediately became intemperate and difordcrly, fo 
I that our firft parents were obliged to ufe clothes againft the 

I inclemency of the feafons. This opinion, however. Teems 
groundlefs from the flightnefs of their covering. Others think 
that the expreflion is figurative, and that by nakednefs is meant 
a lenfe of ftiame and guilt, as the fame form of fpeech is 
ufed in other parts of feripture. To conceal as much as pof- 
fible the foul degradation of their nature, the criminals twill¬ 
ed round their waifts the leaves of the fig-tree j fome fpe- 
cies of which, modern travellers inform us, are fo large in 
s the eaftern countries, that tv/o of them are fufficient to cover 
any man. The expreflion of Mofes in the original, does not 
imply that the leaves were fewed together, but means only to 
1 join or apply, 

God having palled fentence on our firft parents, is faid, be¬ 
fore he drove them from paradife, to have cloathed them with 
(kins; that is, according to the idiom of the Hebrew tongue, 
they were inftru<!fted by God how to make themfelves coats. 

What thefe coats were has been the fubjeeft of conjecture. 

It is probable they were not the Ikins of llain animals, as 
there were yet no more than a male and female of each fpe- 
cies. Some think, that as the word tranflated Jkins , may alfo 
be rendered bark or rind , the coats mentioned were made of 
j the bark of trees. 

| The opinions concerning the cherubim and flaming fword The che- 
i are likewife various. Some, who place paradife in the fou- rubim and 
them hemifphere, think, that by the fword is meant the torrid flamin • 
zone, fuppofed at that time to be intolerably hot, as the fword 
earth, according to them, was then placed in a direCt pofition what/ 
to the fun. Others confidering that the words rendered flam¬ 
ing fword , are in the original the flame of diviflon , or a divid¬ 
ing flame, have from thence fuppofed the fword to have been 
a wall or circle of fire encompaffing paradife, nouriftied by 
fome inflammable matter in the earth. Some Rabbins from 
the expreflion in the Pfalms, God maketh bis Angels fpirits , 
and his miniflers a flaming fire, are of opinion that the flaming 
fword was an Angel, in the form of a fiery flying ferpent, whole 
fplendid vibrations in the air might be aptly deferibed by the 
allufion of a fword. 

We Ihall now mention fome of the fatal effects of the fall The fatal 
on our firft parents, and their pofterity, and alfo upon the efxe&s of 
ground which was curfed for their fake. The unhappy pair, the fall oa 
after they were expelled from Paradife, did not indeed imme- man, 
diately die, but they became fubjeCt to death, which hung 
continually over their heads. They had forfeited the favour 
of God, and in a great meafure, loft his image. The excel¬ 
lency of their knowledge, the fubordination of their facul¬ 
ties, the tranquillity of their minds, and their full dominion 
over other creatures, was fadly impaired. The necelfaries of 
life were now to be gotten by hard labour of the man, and 
child-birth was to be attended with great pain in the woman. 
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As they could not by generation tranfmit any thing to their 
pofterity but what they had themfelves, their defendants 

were defined in like manner to undergo the troubles of life, 
and the pains and agonies of death, Thefe confequences re¬ 
garding the pofterity of Adam cannot be reckoned unjuft ; for 
we are thereby only deprived of what we had no title to, 
But that, by Adam’s fin, we are become the objeels of God’s 
wrath, and deferving eternal damnation, (according to the 
opinion of St. AvJHn and his difciples) has feemed, to many, 
a very harfli doCtrine, and to reflect on the goodnefs and juf- 
tice of God. 


andon the As to the earth, its fruits were at firft fpontaneous, and the 
ground, foil, without being torn and tormented, fetisfied the wants 

and defires of man: but God, as a punifhment for his dif- 
obedience, having curled the ground, it immediately loft its 
original fertility. The earth was not only impoveriflied, but 
the air and other elements became difordered, in fome mea- 
fure unwholefome, and fometimes fatal. Hence proceeded fa¬ 
mines, peftilences, earthquakes, ftorms, and all manner of na¬ 
tural calamities, which introduced variety of dileafes and dif- 
tempers. The conftitution of man’s body likewife underwent 
a remarkable change. Some of the ancient fathers, from 
their high opinion of the merits and excellency of celibacy, 
have imagined, that in cafe man had perfevered in his ftate 
of innocence, there would have been no matrimonial com¬ 
merce, but that mankind would have been otherwife propagated. 
This opinion however is oppofed by feveral arguments, fuch 
as the benediction of God, and his command to encreafe and 
multiply; the diftinCtion of the fexes preceding the fall; and 
the abfurdity of fuppofing fin to have been neceffary for the 
propagation of mankind. The condition of the woman was 
alfo confiderably altered by the fall. Before their tranfgreffion 
fhe was in a ftate of greater equality with the man, and lit¬ 
tle more fubjeCt to forrovv in the propagation of pofterity than 
he. The very animals, according to Whijion , feem to have, 
at that time, enjoyed larger capacities, approaching nearer to 

reafon and difeourfe; and to have been partakers of higher de- 
greesof perfe&ion and happinefs. 

Aaam , after his expuHion from Paradife, confummated his 
marriage^ with Eve, which, as the words of Mofes feem to im¬ 
ply, he nad not done before the fall. Without recounting 
the many wild, ridiculous, and abfurd fancies of the Maho- 
metans and Jewifh rabbies concerning our firft parents and 
their offspring,. we_ fhall confine ourfelves to the account 

. fee red hiftorian, and mention the moft judicious ex- 
Cain and plications of his text. Wfien Eve was delivered of her firft 
Abtl bom. J^ rn which was probably in the firft year of the world, 

me cried out in a tranfport of joy, I have gotten a man from 
toe Lora, or, according to the translation of fome, I have 

the man the Lord , imagining fhe had brought forth the 
Ivlejtas,. oi promt fed feed, who was to bruife the ferpent’s head? 
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or deftroy Safaris power and dominion. The year following 

§ie had a fecond fon named Abel. 

Cain and Abel , when they were grown up, betook themfelves 

to different employments ; the former of them to hufbandry, 
and the latter to the keeping of fheep. Their inward difpo- 
iitions were ftill more different, Cain being wicked and avari¬ 
cious, but Abel juft and virtuous. 

In procefs of time the two brothers brought their refpe&ive Their of- 
offerings to God, Cain of the fruit of the ground, and Abel ferings. 
of the firftlings of his flock, and the fat thereof, or, as fome 
will have it, of the milk only. They met with very differ¬ 
ent fuccefs ; for God, who eftimates the fincerity of the heart 
more than the value of the oblation, had refpetft to, or ac¬ 
cepted the offering of Abel, but Cains he did not accept. In 
what vifible manner he declared his acceptance, is not expref- 
fed by Mofes ; but it is the general opinion, that it was by fire 
or lightning from heaven, which confumed the facrifice, as 
there are many examples in fcripture of fuch a manifeftation 

of favour. 

The preference fhewn by God to the facrifice of Abel , fo 
enraged Cain , and tranfported him with envy againft his bro¬ 
ther, that he could not help difeovering it by his countenance. 

God, however, condefcended to expostulate the matter with 
him, and afked him what reafon he had to be angry, fince, if 
he did well, he fhould be accepted, and he could blame none 
but himfelf for the conferences of his own ill behaviour. In 
particular, he could not juftly be angry with Abel , who had no 
deiign to fupplant him, and would always pay him the refpedt 
due to an elder brother. 

After this admonition, Cain , according to the Englijh tranf- 
lation, talked with Abel bis brother , which expreflion is vari- 
oufly interpreted ; but, perhaps, may mean no more, than 
that he feigned a reconciliation. His malice and refentment 
however encreafed, and at a convenient opportunity, when 
they were together in the field, he rofe up againft his brother 
Abel and flew him ; and buried his body, in hopes of conceal- Abel mur¬ 
ing his murder. This was the firft a£b of violence committed dered. 
in the world. It proceeded from a principle from which many 
aftions of the fame fort have fince proceeded, a fpirit of emu¬ 
lation, which being not duly managed, and made a fpur to 
virtue, took an unhappy turn, and degenerated into malice 
and revenge. As this horrid fa& happened in the 130th year 
of the world, Abel is generally fuppofed to have been married, 
and to have left many defeendants, tho’ Mofes makes no men¬ 
tion of his offspring. 

After the commiflion of the murder, Cain was queftioned 
by God about his brother; but, inftead of penitently con- 
feffing his guilt, he returned an evafive and churlifti anfwer. 

God, after convincing him, that what he had done was not Cain's 
hid from him, as a punifhment condemned him to be a fugi-punifh- 
tive and a vagabond on the earth, and to till an ungrateful ment . 

foil, 
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foil, which fhould not re w ard his labour with the plenty an| 
increafe he had before experienced. This Antence at lengtfe 
ftiuclc Cain with a fenfo of his guilt. He afked, according to 
die Hebrew expofitors, if bis fin was too great to be forgiven , 
which interpretation is generally preferred to die common 
Engfijb vcrliou, that bis funijbment was greater than be could 
bear. 

Upon his humiliation, God was pleafed, in fome meafure, 
to pardon his tranfgreffion; and, as he was*apprehenfive of 
being killed by die next that fhould meet him, he declared 
that whoever flew him, vengeance (hould be taken on him 
feven fold ; and, die more effe<^ually to fecure him from the 
apprehenfion of outward violence, he vouchsafed to give him 
a *ijn (probably by fome fallible miracle) that no creature 
fhould be permitted to take away his life. The ridiculous con¬ 
jectures and guefies of many writers concerning the mark let 
upon him, are without any foundation, and proceed from a 
wrong interpretation of the original text. 

He buIL’s Cain being now banifhed from that facred place where God 
a city. vouch fafed frequent manifeftations of his glorious prefence, 

wandered about for fome tune, and at length faded with his 
wife and family in the land of Nod* where he built a city, 
and called it after die name of his fon, Enoch . Where the 
land of AW (which word fignifics wandering) was fituated is 
uncertain. It is placed by M$fe$ y according to our tranfla. 
tion, on die eaft of Eden ; and the learned Hurt believed that 
the city Anuebtba y mentioned by Ptolomr, in Stfiana or Cbuzi- 
fttm, was the fame w ith that built by Cain y fuppofing the M 
fyllahle tba was only a Chaldee termination. It fe e ms how¬ 
ever improbable, that the city of Enoch fhould withftand the 
genera! deluge, or retain its ancient name after fo great an 
alteration of die face of things. Befidcs, as Sufiamt IS a VCTJ 
fertile and plcafant country, tt is therefore unlikely that Coin 
fhould be banifhed thither. For diefe rcafons Grotius and 
Junius arc of opinion, that the country into which Cain re¬ 
tired was the ddert of Arabia^ alledging that the words com¬ 
monly tranfktcd on the eaft of- Edai> fignify no more that 
c y or over againfiy Edaty as the Septuagint have rendered 





his punifhment, became more orofligate. He 
felf to his luffs. enriched himteif bv violence 



According to Jofepbus y Caht y inftcad of being amended 

He abandoned him- 
and rapine, and 

without any regard to juftice, committed all manner of out- 

He firft corrupted the plain dealing and upright fnn* 
p'lcity of mankind by the invention of weights and meafures, 
introduced fraud and cunning, foftead of the primitive 
rafity and innocence of life. He alfo firft fa oounds to 
and poftfions, and walled the city which be had built, oblig- 
ing Ids dependants to live fo a community, the better, it B 
probable, to fccure their ill-gotten wealth. Mofits acquaints 
us with a very few particulars relating to the. defendants td 
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crhaps to (hew, according to Le Clerc. who were the 
ors and inventors of certain arts and handicrafts, die 
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of which the Egyptians too vainly aflumed to them- 
Ltmethy the fifth in defcent from Gain* married two wives. His de» 

b and Zillah* which is the firft recorded inftance of poly- fcend&nts. 
my. By the former he had two fons, Jabal* who was me 
■ft ih~.c *wclt in tents and fed cattle; and fubal* the in¬ 
ventor *>f nrufic. By Zillah he had Tubal-Cam* who found 

*rt of forging and working of metals ; and a daughter 
•unch* who is iuppofed by fome Rabbins to have in- 
ling and weaving, and by others to have been the 
i . Lamed}* on fome occafion or other, made a 
es, the explication of which has greatly puz- 
*rs. According to our tranflation his words 
/ ic , ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto myjpeecb j 
..nn a mart to my wounding* and a young man If 
•f Cain jhall be avenged fiuen fold K truly Lamech 
. •? 1 /even fold. Many Rabbins think this fpeech refers 
•Her committed by Lamech* and relate that when he was 
md blind he killed Cain by accident, taking him for a 

i beaft, upon the falfe information of Tubal-Cam* whom he . 
r efore beat to death. Others, however, read the paflage 
ir.. :rrogatively or negatively. Have I jlatn a matt f that is, I 
b:> 7 v not fiain a man that 1 Jbould be wounded for It $ nor have / 

killed a young man that my feed jhould be defhrejed for it. They 
think that Lantech addrefied his wives and defendants to re¬ 
move their apprehenfions, left the murder of Abel lhould be re* 
vended upon them, (hewing that their fears were groundlefs, 
as tiny had no concern in that murder. 

The pofterity of Cain* according to Jofepbtts* and other hit 
torians, were enormoufly wicked,, every fucceeding generation 
growing worfe than the former, and beaming wholly addi&ed 
to rapine and brutifh lufts. Mefes gives us no further account 
of them, unlefs, as is generally fuppofed, under the defigna- 
tion of men and the daughters of men. 

Adam* foon after the banimment of Cain* probably the next 
year, had another (on, who was named Seth* which fignifies S ttb born, 
Subfiitute, * bccaufe God had fent him in room of his brother 
Abel, We follow the chronology of the Hebrew copy, ap¬ 
proved by the famous UJber* according to which Seth was bom 
when Adam was 130 years of age; whereas the Septuarint 
places his birth too years later. What other children Adam 
had, we are not certain. We are told he had fcveral, both 
fens and 


ions and daughters, probably a number of both fuitable to die 
Many years of his life, and to the increafe neccffary to people 

meal dele 


Motes has riven us only the lineal 


[cendants of 


flw wocM. 

Seth* who, in Ac 105th year of his age, had a fon named 
Enos 5 in whofc days, according to our tranflation, men began Enos ben. 
to call upon the name of the Lori* that is, that the public wrtr- 

(hip 
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Enoch 

tranflated* 


Jiam\ 

death. 


Various 
opinions 
concern¬ 
ing Seth. 
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fhip of God was then firft fet up. Others however tranflatc 

the words, then men began to be called by , or after the name oj 
the Lord, that is, the Jons of God. Rut a third fort of writers, 
particularly the Jews, either adhering to the former verfion, oi 
tranflating the paflage thus. Then men profaned in calling upon 
the name of the Lord, fuppofe that idolatry, or the deifying ol 

men had its rife about this time. 

It is uncertain how long the defeendants of Seth were emi¬ 
nent for their virtue. Enoch, one of them, and the fixth in 
a direct line from Seth, was a perfon of fmgular piety; and, 
as a reward for his exemplary behaviour, in fo corrupt an age, 
was taken up by God into heaven without tailing death. 
That Enoch was a prophet, and that fome prophecy of his 
was preferved, either in writing or (as is moft probable) by 
tradition, even to our Saviour’s time, appears from the paflage 
quoted thence by St. Jude. However, the piece under the 
title of the feripture, or the prophecy of Enoch, of which 
fome fragments are extant, is now allowed to be a manifeft 
forgery. 

Before the tranflation of Enoch, Adam, who, according to 
his fentence, was to return to his native dull, departed this 
life in the 930th year of his age ; having, according to tra¬ 
dition, a little before his death, ordered his fon Seth, and 
other branches of his family, to have no intercourfe with the 
pollerity of the murtherer Cain. Various and idle conjectures 
have been formed concerning the place of his burial. St. 
Jerom approves of the opinion of thofe, who imagine he was 
buried in the cave of Machpelah at Hebron. Others fay, that 
by his own defirc his body was embalmed, and buried in the 
top of a mountain, to prevent his pofterity from worfhipping 
his relicks. Several of the primitive fathers believed that he 
was interred in mount Calvary, in the very fpot where Cbri/i 
was crucified; and fome have imagined the corps was not in¬ 
terred till after the flood, Noah having taken it with him into 
the ark, and ordered it to be carried to Calvary by Mel- 

chizcdec. 

The pofterity of Seth, according to Jpfcphus, lived feparatc 
from the reft of the defeendants of Adam, removing to the 
mountains over-againft Paradife, where they led a paftoral 
life, and for fome time adhered to the ftricleft rules of piety 
and virtue. They are faid, by contemplation of the heavenly 
bodies, to have laid the foundation of the feience of aftror.o- 
my 5 and, to perpetuate the memory of their inventions, to have 
engraved them on two pillars, one of brick, and the other 
of ftone, as they underftcod, from a prediction of Adam, that 
there would be two general devaluations of the earth, one by 
fire, and the other by water. The pillar of ftone, Jofephus telis 
us, was to be feen in his time in the land of Sir tad■, but where 
to fix this country, authors are not agreed. Some place it in 
Syria ; others take it to be the fame with Sciraih , mentioned 
j/i the third chapter of the Judges, and think that the ftone 

quarries 
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uarries in Gilgal were the ruins of Seth's pillar. The Siriadic 
and, according to others, was in Egypt , where Manetho is 
.aid to have extracted his hiftory from certain pillars, whereon 
jinfcriptions had been made by Thoth , or the firft Mercury. 
hofe pillars were in the fubterraneous caverns near Thebes , 
nd beyond the Nile, built and contrived with vaft labour in 
,everal places, birds and beafts, with many kinds of hiero¬ 
glyphic letters, being engraved on the walls, by thofe /killed, 
in ancient rites, who forefaw the coming of the deluge. Jo- 
}phus probably afcribed thefe Egyptian pillars to the fons of . 

'Mam, as the name Seth was not unknown to the Egyptians ; 
and, Plutarch tells us, it was the fame with the Greek name 
Typbon. 

The defcendants of Seth , who are fuppofed to be diftin- The de- 
guifhed by the appellation of the fons of God , were at length fedtion of 
infe&ed with the general wickednefs that had overfpread the his de¬ 
earth. They took wives out of the other families, by which fcendants. 
means their manners were foon debauched, and at length de¬ 
generated fo far, that the wickednefs of man was very great in the 
earth, and every imagination of the thoughts of his heart ivas only 
evil continually. From thefe unhappy marriages ifiiied a gene¬ 
ration, which feem to have been no left extraordinary for their 
great ftature and ftrength, than for their monftrous impiety 
and injuftice. In thofe days , according to the facred hiftorian, 
there were giants in the earth , fome of which appear to have 
been of the pofterity of Cain, and others to have been the 
iflue of the fons of Seth by Cain’s daughters. The Hebrew Giants 
word Nephilim , which has commonly been tranflated giants, born, 
lbme think means only men of ordinary ftature, who were 
called Nephilim on account of their enormous impiety, rapaci- 
oufnefs, and infolence. Others with greater reafon believe 
they were alfo of extraordinary ftature and ftrength, the fame 
word being elfewhere ufed in fcripture to denote the men above 
the common fize. The word may alfo fignify thofe who fall 
away, apoflates. Tho 5 the accounts both of ancient and mo¬ 
dern hiftorians, render it very credible, that in thofe remote 
times, there were men of a gigantic fize and ftrength ; we 
muft not from thence conclude, as fome have done, that in the 
firft ages, mankind were in general of a much larger ftature 
than they are at prefent. Giants are manifeftly fpoken of as 
rarities and the wonders of their times ; tho’ their number 
feems to have been much greater before the flood. 

The depravity and wickednefs of mankind continually 
increafing, it pleafed God to determine to deftroy the inha¬ 
bitants of the earth by a flood. Tho’ the divine vengeance 
might with juftice have been immediately executed on fo 
corrupt a race, yet God out of his great mercy, wrns pleafed 
to grant them 120 years for repentance ; during which fpace, 
but no longer, his fpirit flmdd Jlrive with man , or endeavour 
to awaken and reclaim them from their wicked courfe of life. 

This feems to be the jufteft interpretation of the paftage, and 
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is fupported by the obfervation of St. Peter , that the long f u j 
firings of God zvaited in the days of Noah, while the ark zua 
‘'preparing . Thofe who imagine the ftandard of man’s life wa 
now reduced to 120 years, are manifeftly miftaken, for that re 
duCtion did not happen till the days of Mofes. 

Amidft this general corruption, one man, however, wa 
found to be juft and perfect in his generation, walking wit! 
God. This extraordinary perfon was Noah, the fon of La 
meek, who, zealous for the reformation of the world, becann 
a preacher of righteoufnefs to the abandoned race amoiij 
whom he lived, employing both his counfel and authority t< 
reftore the true religion among them. All his endeavours t< 
reclaim them proving ineffectual, he departed, fays Jofepbm 
from among them, with his wife and children, to avoid thi 
violence with which they threatned him. Noah having foum 
favour with God, was inftruCted by him how to fave himfel 
and family in an ark, with a few creatures of every fort, fron 
the general deluge of waters which he intended to bring upoi 
the earth. The time of forbearance being then elapfed, Goi 
executed vengeance upon the wicked inhabitants by a flood 0 
water, which deftroyed all mankind, excepting Noah and hi 

family. 


The .An- Before we proceed to give a particular account of the deluge 

we (hall take notice of l'ome hints of the Antediluvian times 


tecliluvian 


ik unu v laii 

n f which are tranlmitted to us in the remains of fome heather 


the pro- 
fan^ wri¬ 
ters. 


writer 1 :. Thofe tnat are eiteemea ot the belt credit and reputi 
are only three, namely, Berofus , a Chaldean by birth, wht 
lived in the time of Alexander the great, and wrote the hiftori 
of the Chaldeans and Babylonians , in three books ; Sanchoniatho 
who is fuppofed to be cotemporary with king David, am 

Manctho , who 
the antiquitie 


Philadclph 



of Egypt. 

Some fragments o 

Eujebius , Abydenus , 

tion of Babylonia , 1 
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named Cannes , which, in the lirft year of the world, cairn 
out of the red lea, and taught men letters, and the knowledgi 
of feveral arts and lciences. He then proceeds to give us ; 

who, lie fays, reigned in Chalaea befon 
the flood. The reiens of thefe kinvs he rnmnutpc hir Rn-.-t m 


whole reigti happened the great deluge. He, 
directions of Chromes, or Saturn , who appear 
dream, wrote down the original, intermediat 
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The la it of thefe ten kiiws was Xii, 
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flood began to abate, he let out Tome birds, which, finding no 
food, nor place to reft on, returned again to the ftiip. A few 
days after he let out the birds again, but they again returned 
with their feet daubed with mud. As they did not come back 
to the fhip when they were let go a third time, he conjectured 
that the earth appeared again, and, taking down fome boards 
of the ftiip, found that his veffel refted on a mountain. He 
then came out, with his wife, his daughter, and his pilot, 
who all foon difappeared, after offering facrifice to the gods. 
Thofe who remained in the (hip were informed, by a voice 
out of the air, that, for his piety, he was gone to dwell with 
the gods. Being alfo direCted to publifti the writings buried at 
Sippara, and to return to Babylon , they accordingly dug up the 
writings, and rebuilt Babylon again. 

Sancboniatho is lavifhly commended by Porphyry , the adver- 
fary of Chriftianity, and by his tranflator into Greek , Philo 
Biblius. He pretends to have extracted his hiftory from the 
writings of Thant , the inventor of letters, and from the facred 
ini'eriptions and records of cities. As his defign v/as to apo¬ 
logize for idolatry, inftead of deducing his hiftory from Adam, 
in the line of Seth , he has, according to the moft probable 
opinion of bifhop Cumberland , given us that of the idolatrous 
line of Cain , and has omitted to mention the deluge, that 
deftruction being a judgment on the idolatrous world, with 
which the profellors of the true religion probably reproached 
the heathens. 

According to him the firft mortals were Protogonus and /Eon, 
(as his tranflator Philo calls them) the latter of whom found 
out the food which is gathered from trees. 1 he firft iffue' 
were Genus and Genea , who dwelt in Phenicia , ar.d, on ac¬ 
count of a great drought, they made their adorations to the 
fun, calling him Beelfamen ; that is, in Phenician, Lord of 
heaven. The children of Genus and Genea were Phos, Pur, 
and Phlox , that is, Light, Fire, and Flame, who firft found 
out the way of generating fire by rubbing pieces of dry wood 
againft each other. Their children were Cajfus , Lib anus, 
Antilibanus , and Brathys , of a gigantic ftature, whofe names 
were given to the mountains on which they feized. Of thefe 
giants were begotten Mernrumus and Hypfuranius , the latter 
of whom was the inventor of huts made of reeds and nifties, 
and had a brother called Ufous , the firft worftiipper of fire and 
wind, in whofe time women became very abandoned and de¬ 
bauched. Many years after this generation came Agreus and 
Malleus, the inventors of the arts of hunting and fifhing. Of 
thefe were begotten two brothers, the firft forgers and workers 
in iron : the name of one is loft, but Chrvfor , the other, (who 
is the fame with Vulcan) found out all fifhing tackle, and, in 
a fmall boat, was the firft that ventured to fea; for which he 
was afterwards deifyVI. From this generation came two bro¬ 
thers, namely, Tec unites or the Art if and Geinus Auto chi on, 
that is, the earth-born man . By thefe were begotten others, 

i of 
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of whom one was called Agrus or field, , and another Agroles , 
that is, hajbandman , who had a ftatue much worfhiped, and a 
temple, carried about in Pbenicia by one or more oxen. Amy* 
mis and Magus , who fhewed men how to conftitute villages, 
and regulate their flocks, were their children. 

This being the tenth generation, from Adam inclufive, was 
that which was entirely deftroyed at the flood, the riling ge¬ 
neration at the fame time being alfo fwept away, and none 
left but Noah and his family. Thole idolators, however, 
from whom Sancboniatho took his hiftory, fupprefling all men¬ 
tion of the flood, pretend that the line, in which their ido¬ 
latry began, continued on to fucceeding ages : they proceed, 
therefore, to carry on the genealogy with Mi for and Sydyc, 
who, they pretend, were defeended from Amynus and Magus ; 
but ’tis more than probable, that thofe two perfons were of the 
line of Noah , and annexed, as fons, to the laft men of the 
idolatrous family, which, in truth, was wholly extinguilhed 
in the flood. 

The accounts of the Egyptian antiquities, as they are ex¬ 
tant in the fragments of Manetho , are moll extravagant, and 
exceed all bounds of credibility. That author wrote his hif¬ 
tory by order of Ptolomy Philadelphia, fome time after the 
feptuagint tranflation was made. When the JewiJh antiqui¬ 
ties were publilhed to the world, the Egyptians grew jealous 
of the honour of their nation, and were willing to fhew that 
they could trace up their memoirs much higher than Mohs 
had carried th >fe of the Ifraelites . Manetho , therefore, being 
refolved to make the Egyptian antiquities reach as far back¬ 
ward as he could, without confidering that Egypt was at firft 
divided into three, and afterwards into four fovereignties, fo 
that three or four kings were many times reigning together, 
mentioned the kings whole names he found in their records, 
not as cotemporaries, but as fucceflors to each other. Several 
learned men, particularly our countryman Sir John Marjham, 
have, upon this confideration, undertaken an examination of 
his accounts with fome fuccefs. 

The fubftance of the relation, as it Hands unexplained in 
Manetho , and others, who have quoted him, is, that in Egypt 
there reigned 30 dynafties of gods, confifting of 113 genera¬ 
tions, which took up the fpace of 36,525 years; that, when 
this period was out, then there reigned eight demi-gods for the 
fpace of 217 years ; that after them fucceeded a race of heroes, 
in number 15, whofe reigns took up 443 years; that all this 

was before the flood, and then began the reign of their kings, 
the nrlt of whom was Mcnes. 

According to the explication of Marjham and Shuckford, 
this account may, in fome meafure, be made to aoree with 
the chronology of Mofes . It is fuppoled Egypt was peopled 
no more than 660 years before the flood, by fome of the chil- 
oren of Adam , who might remove thither at the head of a 
mimeious colony. 'I he eight Aemi-gods, and fifteen heroes, 

cannot 
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cannot be fucceflors to each other, as 23 generations at that pe¬ 
riod would have comprehended almoft three times the number of 
years from the creation to the flood. Therefore, to bring the 
whole feries within 660 years, the time allotted to them, it ia 
fuppofed the eight demi-gods were cotemporaries, and were all 
fons of Adanij who certainly had enow to fparc to people the 
feveral parts of the world. The heroes are alfo fuppofed co¬ 
temporaries ; and as to the accounts they give of the reigns of 
their gods, it is thought they can be only their theological fpecu- 
lations, put into fuch order as they judged moft truly philofo- 
phical. The moft ancient gods of the Egyptians , and of all 
other nations, after they had departed from the worfhip of the 
true God, were the luminaries of Heaven; and ’tis probable, 
that the period of time taken by any ftar which they worfhip- 
ed, to finifti a perfedt and intire revolution, was termed by 
them the reign of that ftar. Now they imagined, that an intire 
mundane revolution, when all the heavenly bodies come round 
to the point from which all their courfes began, comprehended 
a period of 36,525 years ; which is exadlly the number of years 
afcribed by them to all their gods. 

Even the Jewilh computation is not a little ambiguous, by The chro- 
reafon of the different methods which men find themfelves in- nology 
dined to purfue ; there being confiderable variations in the He- from the 
breiv, Samaritan , and Greek copies of Mofcs y s writings. Arch-creation to 
bifliop IJJher, and the authors of the greateft reputation, have the deluge 
adopted the Hebrew chronology, as there is a conftant agreement doubtful, 
among all the Hebretu copies ; whereas the Samaritan and Septu- 
agint manuferipts admit of many various readings, which ren¬ 
ders them all uncertain; it being: next to impoflible to difeover 
the genuine reading from the miftakes of tranferibers. The en¬ 
deavours to reconcile the different accounts have been fruitlefs; 
we fhall therefore only obferve, that according to the Samaritan 
copies, the flood happened in the 1307th year of the world, and 
according to the Septuagint , in the 22626 year; but by the He- 
breiv account, in the 1656th year after the creation ; as will ap¬ 
pear from the following table, according to which Noab was 
born in the 1056th year of the world ; and in the 6ooth year of 
his life he entered the ark* 
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confult the Chronologia Sacra of Capelins , or the connection of t 
facred and profane Hiflory , by the learned Dr. Shuckford. 

Theftateof the antediluvian world feems to have been ex¬ 
ceedingly different from what it is at prefent. The earth, in 
all probability, was then flocked with a much greater number of 
inhabitants than it now either actually contains, or perhaps is 
capable of fupporting. As mankind then lived ten times longer 
than now, they mull confequently have doubled themfelves ten 
times fooner; for they began to beget children as early, and 
left off as late in proportion as men do now, and the births 

as they 

, „ . , which with 

us are fucceffive, had then been contemporary. Thofe who 

have formed calculations of the immenfe numbers of the Ante¬ 
diluvians, have fuppoied, upon a moderate computation, that 
there were in the world before the flood at leaff one million of 


feem to have followed as quickly one after another 
uiually do at this day : fo that many generations, whi 


millions of fouls. 


full! 


bit ants 
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bitants (befides the brute animals, which probably were as nu¬ 
merous in proportion) the earth muft have been much more 
fruitful before that defolation than it has been fince ; though it 
was then barren in cornparifon of its primitive fertility before 

the fall. , _ . 

Of all the ftrange matters that occur in that period, there is The Ion¬ 
nothing which looks fo like a prodigy as the longevity of thole gevity of 
men who firft inhabited the earth ; nor is any event fo apt to af- die Ante- 
feel us with wonder as the dii'proportion between their lives and diluvians. 
ours. Few now arrive at 80 or 100 years ; whereas, from the 
joint teftimony of facred and profane writers, men before the 
food frequently lived to near loco. Some perfons thinking it 
incredible that the human frame fhould ever have endured to fo 
great a period, fuppofc that the years mentioned by Mofes are 
only lunar, confining of about 30 days ; but this fcheme is full 
of abfurdities. The lives of the Antediluvians are thereby fup- 
polcd Ihorter than our own : the fnace betwixt the creation and 
the flood would not amount to 130 years, and children would 
have been born to perfons only fix years of age. It is therefore 
evident the years mentioned by MoJ'cs were folar years, of much 
the lame length with thofe we now compute by. 

The caufes of this longevity are varioufly afligned. Some Various 
think it owing to their fobriety and the fimplicity of their diet; caufes of 
both excellent means to fupport nature, but not fufficient to ac- it afligned* 
count for the vaft difference we are fpcaking of. Others attri¬ 
bute it to the excellency of their fruits, herbs, and plants, and 
to their abftincncc from flefh. A learned phyfician, however, 
has advanced a contrary opinion, and thinks their longevity was 
owing to their eating raw flefh, the moft nourifhing parts of 
which are loft by cooking. Some think the ftrength of their 
Jlamina , or original principles, was the caufe of their longevity; 
but the Ions of Noah, who had all the ftrength of an Antedilu¬ 
vian conftitution, fell far fhort of the age of their forefathers;. 

The ingenious Dr. Burnet has therefore fuppofed, that the chief 
caufc of this longevity was the wholefome conftitution of the 
antediluvian air, and the undifturbed tranquillity of the atmof- 
phere, which, after the flood, becoming unfalutary and turbu¬ 
lent, introduced an irregular variety of fealons, that gradually 
undermined the human frame, till it fixed at length, before Dar 
vk ?s time, in the common ftandard, which has continued ever 
fmce. 

it would be very entertaining if we could have a view of the The felt- 
religion, politics, arts and fcienccs of the Antediluvian people : gion of 
but we can only make a few coni e£lu res about them. As to the Ante* 
their religious rites, they offered facrificcs very early, probably diluvians* 
according to a divine precept. They had a divine promife con¬ 
cerning the hhffedfeed : and Adam was prefent among them for 
900 years, to inftrubt them in all he knew of the creation of the 
world. The diftindtion of chan and unclean animals was another 


to it, as a thing well known. Thou 
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food, this diflindtion was not before the law of Mofes , yet, from 
the beginning, fome bcafh were accounted fit, and others unfit, 
for lacrificcs. 

There is not the lcaft mention of their politics and civil con- 
Aitutions. Probably the patriarchal form of government was 
fet afide when tyranny and oppreflion began to take place. It 
would feem that their communities were but few, and confifted 
of vafliy larger numbers of people than any formed fince the 
flood. After the union of the two great families of Seth and 
Cain , it is likely there was fcarce any diftinclion of civil focie- 
ties, all mankind making but one great Ration, divided into fe- 
vcral diforderly aflociations, and living in a kind of anarchy, 
which probably contributed to their general corruption, as they 
ufed, in all probability, but one common language. For this 
rcafon chiefly a plurality of tongues feems afterwards to have 
been miraculoufly introduced, to divide mankind into diftindt 
focieties, and thereby prevent any fuch total depravation for the 
future. 

Their arts What proficiency they made in literature, or any of the arts, 
and lei- is very uncertain. They feem rather to have fpent their time in 

luxury and wantonnefs, to which the abundant fertility of the 
firft earth invited them, than in difcoverics or improvements. It 
is even doubtful whether letters were known before the flood: 
and the books attributed toAdam^ Scth^ or Enochs are forgeries too 
grofs to deferve any confideration. Mufic 


tfnees. 


ing metals, feem only to have been found out by the feventh ge¬ 
neration of Cain’s line : but it mull be owned the inventors ol 
arts, not being limited by a fhort life, had time enough before 
them to carry things to perfection. 






An ac¬ 
count of 

she flood. 


W HILE the profligate Antediluvians wereliving in fecurity 

and fenluality, they were fuddenly deftroyed by an im- 
menfe deluge of water, which, in the booth year of Noah's life, 
and the 1656th year of the world, overfpread the face of thf 
whole earth, and covered the tops of all the higheft mountains 
This deluge began about the end of October ; when the foun¬ 
tains of the great deep were broken up, and rains defcendec 
after an unufual manner, and continued for forty days and forty 
nights. Every living creature on the face of the earth was de- 
xtioyed, excepting Noah and thofe that were with him in the 
ark. After the waters had continued feveral months upon the 
earth, they began to abate, great part of them being exhaled Ity 
a drying, wind, and another part retiring into channels and ca¬ 
verns within the earth. When they totally retired, the eartl 

appears 
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appeared again in that form and fhape wherein we now fee it; 
and from that little remnant preferved in the ark, the prefent 
I race of mankind and of animals were propagated, 
s This moft amazing cataftrophe is confirmed by the concur- Propbane 
i rent tefti monies of feveral of the moft ancient writers and na- teflimo- 
\ tions. The Americans are faid to fpeak of it in their continent, nies con- 
| Wc are alfo told there is a tradition of it among the Chinefc, the cerningk. 
; Indians, and Pcrfians. It was known to the Egyptians, and, as 
| we have already mentioned, to the Chaldeans. What is ftill 
; more remarkable, every one of thefe people have a tale to tell 
| concerning the reftoration of mankind ; which is a proof that 
I they thought the human race were deftroyed by the deluge. 

| Some have indeed imagined, from the difficulties that occur in Whether 
| the Mofaic account, that Noah’s flood was not univerfal, but na- national 
I tional only, and confined to Judea and the regions thereabouts, only. 

■ or at moft to the continent of A[ia. They think that a fmall part 
only of the primitive earth was inhabited by mankind; therefore it 
| would be fufficient if that part only were overflowed: and fup- 
| pofe that though many animals might be preferved, yet it 
I would be necenary to fave fome in the ark. They have even 
cone fo far as to endeavour to prove that part of Cain’s po- 
fterity furvived, and that the Africans and Indians are defeended 
from them. 

The Scripture, however, exprefly tells us, that all the high 
hills under the whole Heaven were covered, and all fiejh died that 
moved upon the earth. Befides, if the deluge was not univerfal, 
there was no need of the ark, as Noah and his family, and the 
beafts likewife, might remove to another country. We have 
alfo already {hewn, that the number of mankind before the 
flood was vaftly fuperior to what the prefent earth is perhaps ca¬ 
pable of fuftaining; and through the whole earth there are 
ftrong evidences of an univerfal devaluation by water. Shells 
and fkeletons of fea-fifh are found on the higheft mountains. 

Moufc-dcer , natives of America, are found buried in Ireland; 

' Crocodiles, natives of the Nile, in the heart of Germany ; and 
the fkeletons of Elephants in the midft of England, 

The quantity of water required to overflow the whole earth How it 
to the height mentioned by Mofes is fo immenfe, that it has ge- waseffedb 
nerally been thought extremely difficult, if not impoffible, to e( j. 
fay whence it came, or whither it went, Burnet has computed 
that it would require eight oceans to caufe fuch an innundation; 
but, according to Keil, it would have required, at the loweft 
computation, twenty-two oceans. All the ftrores for furnifliing 
water, mentioned by Mofes, are the fountains of the great deep, 
and the windows of heaven. By the great deep fome underftand 
the ocean ; but others, with more reafon, a fubterranean abyfs, 
or vaft colle&ion of waters, fuppofed by Dr. Burnet, and other 
naturalifts, to beplaced in the bowels of the earth ever fince the 
creation, when God feparated the waters from the dry land. 

But even this internal abyfs, added to the rains, is fuppofed by 
fome to be infufficient. According to the obfervations made of 
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the quantity of water that falls in rain, the rains could not at' 
ford one ocean, nor half an ocean ; fo that it has beenfaid, that 
if the deluge had been made by rains only, there would have 
needed not 40 days but 40 years to have efte&ed it. Some have 
therefore thought it bell: to have recourfe to the arm of omni¬ 
potence at once, faying God created waters on purpofe to make 
the deluge, and annihilated them again when the deluge was to 
ceafe. But our builnefs is not here to enquire what God could 
work by his almighty power, but to endeavour to account for 
the event from natural caufes. M.ofes plainly afiigns natural 
caufes of tire deluge, 40 days ram and the abruption of the 
abyfs : and St. Peter has aligned a caufe alfo, the natural confti- 
tution of the world. Neither of them mention a word of a 
new creation of waters. Some abfurdly think the air was 
changed into water; but the condenfation of the whole atmof- 
phere would have increafed the waters only to the height of 32 
feet. Others think the fea and rain were rarified ; but if they 

15 times rarer than in their natural hate, which muff have 


were 

been requif te for the purpofe intended, it does not appear how 
they could either drown man or beall, keep alive the fill, or 
fuftain the ark. Others have imagined, that the earth to a great 
depth was quite diflolved by the waters, and floated in them, 
which might increafe their bulk ; but, unlefs the mountains were 
alfo broken and diminished, they would hill overtop f'uch a de¬ 
luge. Some think the center of the earth was changed and 
placed nearer to our continent, fo that the fubterranean abyfs 
would be thereby forced out from the bowels of the earth by 
the preiTure of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, and would then 
cover all our hemifphere. When the earth returned to its old 
center, thefc waters would alfo return to their former receptacles, 
id,:;-, in fume meafure, approves of this hypothefis ; yet thinks 
that the furface of the ocean might be deprefled by fome natural 
agent to us unknown, fo as to occr.fion the difruption of the abyfs. 

Dr. Bur- Hr. Burnet , in his theory, conceives the antediluvian earth 

to have been of a fmooth and even furface, without mountain 
and without a fea, and that the waters belonging to it were 
wholly inclolcd under its upper ci life, which formed a flupend- 
ous vault around them. That this upper cruft, by the conti¬ 
nual heat of the fun for fevei al centuries, without any allevia¬ 
tion by a diverfity of feafons, became dry and full of chinks, fo 
that the fun’s rays penetrating to the inti rnal abyfs, rarified the 
waters, which, by their dilatation, at length burft the upper 
furface. The frame of the earth being thus broke in pieces, 


net s tne 
ory. 


o 


lurrace. 1 lie trame or the earth neing thus DroKe 111 pieces, 
thole great portions or fragments into which it was divided fell 


down into the abyfs, 


fome in one pollute, fome in 
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it 
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was formed out of its ruins, which we now inhabit, being di¬ 
vided into fea and land, with ifiands, mountains, and hills, the 
greatctl part of the abyfs conftituting our pro font ocean, and the 
reft filling up the cavities of the earth. 
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Dr. Kell, however, has fhewn, that this hypothefis is liable 
to many objections. It Teems difficult' to conceive how the 
Tun’s heat could be To intenTe as to cauTe great cracks in the 
earth, even allowing its direCt pofition to the Tun, and that 
there were no viciffitudes of Teafons ; or how the waters, were 
it poffible they could be rarified, fhould have Tufficient force to 
break thro’ an arch of Tolid matter, lying upon them, feveral 
hundred miles thick. This account alfo Teems not very confo- 
nant to the MoJ'aic hiftory, which deTcribes a gradual riTe and 
abatement, and a long continuance of the flood, and not fuch a 
hidden fliock and convulfion of nature, in which, without the 
divine intervention, it was impoflible for the ark to be Taved. 

According to the theory of the learned Wbtficn , the deluge Mr. Wlif- 
was owing to the near approach of a comet, which, in its de- ton's the- 
feent towards the Tun, involved the earth in its tail and atmoT-ory. 
phere for a confiderable time. By attraction he fuppofes it 
would raife immenfe tides in the Tea, and make the internal 
waters force their way through the earth, which, with the great 
quantity of its watery atmofphere, intercepted by the earth, he 
thinks would be Tufficient to raife the water the perpendicular 
height of three miles, which would exceed the higheft moun¬ 
tains. The greateft part of the waters, he fuppofes, afterwards 
defeended by the breaches and fiflures made in the earth at the 
eruption of the abyfs, and that another part of them formed 
the great ocean, there being only fmall Teas and lakes before the 
flood. 

Objections have been alfo made to this theory. There are 
Tome furprizing incidents which make it indeed probable, that a 
comet did really come very near, and paflfed by the earth, when 
the deluge began. According to Pliny , a comet appeared in the 
reign of' Typhon , that is, at the flood ; and many other authors, 
mentioned by Hevelius , in his Cojnctographia , atieft the Tame 
thing. Yet it has been thought fomewhat ftrange, that the 
fwelling of the abyfs fhoulcl make convenient fiflures in the 
earth without {battering the whole frame. The account of 
draining olF the waters from the furface of the earth has like- 
wife been judged unfatisfaCrory : but the greateft objection of 
all is, that it is far from being clear whether the atmofphere of 
a comet be a watry fubftance or not.. The obfervations of the 
moft curious enquirers make it very probable, that the circle 
about the body of a comet is nothing but the curling and wind¬ 
ing round of the fmoke, which, after arifing to a determinate 
height from all parts of the comet, forms a tail, by making oflf 
to that fide oppofitc the fun. The earth therefore, if this opi¬ 
nion be true, by palling thro’ the atmofphere of a comet, ran a 
greater rifle of a conflagration than a deluge. 

After all, it feems neceflary, on this occafion, to have recoilrfe The de- 
to the divine alfiftance : for though the waters that covered the luge ef- 
earth at the creation might be fufficient to cover it again, yet fetted in a 

how this ftiould be effected by mere natural means cannot be miraculous 

conceived. The fubterraneous abyfs, which is alluded to in manner. 
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many places of Scripture, may be eafily fuppofed to contain 
water much more than fufficient to complete the deluge : but as 
no natural caufe can be affigned to draw it from thence, the ef¬ 
fect may not unphilofophically be attributed to the divine power. 
And we may obferve, that though Mofes makes mention of two 
natural caufes, yet he introduces God as fuperintending them, 
and afiuming indeed the whole performance 
words ; Behold /, even /, do bring a flood 
earth. 

Having thus considered the efficient caufes of the deluge, we 
fhall next take a view of the ark, whereby Noah and his family 
were delivered from this deftrudtion. 

We might prefume, if Mofes had not told us fo, that a vefiel 
proportionable, and adapted to the me dTigncd, muff have been 
of more than human contrivance, and built by the direction of 
God himfelf. The length of it was 500 cubits, the breadth 50, 
and the height 30; but what was the exact meafure of the cubits 
here mentioned is difputed. Oriven and St .Jiflin, fearing that the 
capacity of the ark would be otnerwife too (mall, have fuppofed 
Mofes meant the geometrical cubit, which cor,tains about fix or¬ 
dinary cubits. 

The general opinion of learned men is, that they were but 
common cubits, one of which, though formerly fuppofed equal 
to 18 of our inches, is now allowed to contain 21.888 inches; 
according to which meafure, the ark muft have been 547.2 Eng- 
lifn feet long, 91.2 broad, and 54.72 high, and its folid contents 
2 -> 7 o°-> 7% I -9 feet, ylmoft double to what they would be by the 
fmaller computation. Its form was an oblong fquare, with a 
fiat bottom and a Hoped roof, raifed a cubit in the middle ; but, 
from the fhort account of Mofes , it cannot be inferred that it 
had none of the contrivances ufual in fhips, as even our firft- 
rate fhips are fometimes deferibed by their bare length, breadth, 
and depth *. It confifted of three ftories, each of which, abat¬ 
ing the thicknefs of the floors, might be about 18 feet high. 
Though the particular conftrudtion of the windows be not men¬ 
tioned, the vefl'el, without doubt, was fo contrived as to have 
the air and light on all fides. 

That the fpace in the ark was abundantly fufficient to contain 
both Noah and his family, and the animals, and all neceflary 
provifions for them, does evidently appear from the geometrical 






(a) About the beginning of the 
laft century, Peterjnnfn, a Dutch 
merchant, caufed a fhip to be built 
for him 120 feet long, 20 feet 
broad, and 1 2 feet deep, accord¬ 
ing to the proportions of Noah's 
ark. As he was by profelfion a 
Menonift, while his fhip was build¬ 
ing he was made the fubjeft of ri- 

A * 


dicule: but it was afterwards found 
that (hips of this fafhion were, in 
time of peace, moft commodious 
for commerce, becaufe they would 
hold a third part more, without 
requiring any more hands, and 
were found far better runners than 
any made before. Bibliotheca Bi~ 
blica , vol. i. 
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calculations of learned men, who have yet generally fuppofed 
the length of the cubit to be but 18 inches. According to Bu- 
teo , all the animals contained in the ark could not equal the bulk 
of 500 horfes. Heidegger , from Temp orar ins , makes them equal 
to 400 oxen. Wilkins , and from him Wells , have both treated 
largely of the proportion of the ark and its capacity ; and a late 
anonymous writer, comparing it with our modern lhips, fup- 
pofes it bigger than 40 veflels of 1000 tons each So that it 
appears more difficult to affign a fufficient number and bulk of 
neceflary things to anfvver the capacity of the ark, than to find 
fufficient room in it for the convenient reception of them. 

It has been queftioned how the unknown kinds of ferpents in 
Brazil-, the flow-bellied creature of the Indies , and all the dif¬ 
ferent fpecies of animals in the American iflands and continent, 
could either come into the ark, or be conveyed out of it to thefe 
diftant countries. To this it is anfwered, that thefe animals 
might be found before the deluge in thofe parts of Afia where 
Ncah built the ark ; but how they, as well as mankind, found 




their way to America after the flood, is what we muft confefs 


ourfelves ignorant of 


Mofes calls Gopher Its 


tvood ; but as this word Gopher is never again mentioned in the tials. 
facred text, its true meaning is controverted. Some tranflate it 
pine-tree, others the cedar, fame the box, and the Mahometans 
make it the Indian plane-tree. It is now generally fuppofed to 
be the cyprefs, which is not fubjedt to rot, is good for building of 
lhips, and grows in great plenty in the neighbourhood of Babv- 
lon. To preferve it from leaking, Noah was directed to fmear it 
with pitch, both within and without. This pitchy fubftance is 
generally thought to have been bitumen, of the fame kind with 
that ufed in building the tower of Babel , which melts not with 
the fun’s heat, but by the fire only. It was probably built in 
the territories of Babylon , not far from Mount Ararat, where it 
afterwards refled. 

What time Noah confumed in building it has been alfo a fub*- what 
ject of conjcdlure. Some, from the words of St. Peter, that the time built. 
long-fujfering of Gcd waited while the ark was preparing , fuppofe 
Noah was employed therein 120 years, the whole time of for¬ 
bearance. Others think the time much 

Noah was directed to build the ark, he was alfo ordered to take 
into it his Tons, with their wives. Now he was 500 years old 
before they were born, and would probably be 50 years older 


Ihorter 


before they were married. 


Noah 


ark with his wife, his four fons and their wives, and took in to ters the 
him, according to the divine direction, of all kinds of beafts, ark, 
and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth ; 


* Wilkins’s Eflay. Wells’s Geogr. Journal de Paris, 
Pool. Syn. Crit, 


Janv. 1712. 
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of the unclean one pair only, but of the clean l'even pair. Aftei 
they had floated upon the waters 150 days, the ark relied upoi; 
The vva- the mountains of Ararat , about the beginning of April. O11 the 
ters af- ift day of the tenth month, or about the middle of "June, the 

tops of the neighbouring mountains appeared. Forty days aftei 
'Noah, defuous to know whether the waters continued to de- 
creafe, let a raven fly from the ark, which bird he is fuppofed to 
have chol'en from a perfuafion that the finell of the carcafies 
would tempt it to fly to fome diftance. The raven giving him 
no fatisfadlory information, but flying to and fro till the earth 
was dry, Noah foon after fent out a dove ; which Bochart thinks 
was pitched upon becaufe of its tamenefs, its flying far, feeding 
on the ground, and returning to its neft from the greateft dif¬ 
tance. The dove was fent out three leveral times. The fir 11 
time, finding the place not dry enough to reft on, it quickly re¬ 
turned. The fecond time, which was feven days after, it re¬ 
turned in the evening, and in its mouth was an olive leaf plucked 
off 5 from whence it might be inferred, that the vegetables were not 
totally deftroyed, and that the lower hills, where the olive trees 
chiefly grow, began to appear. Seven days after, when the dove 
was let go a third time, it returned no more. About the 20th 
of September the furface of the lower grounds was dry : Noah, 


Noah 
comes out 


however, ftill continued for fome time in the ark. At length, 
by the command of God, about the middle of November , he 

of the aric“ came out with his wife, hi s foils, and their wives, and all the 

creatures that were with him, having remained in the ark a year 

and ten days, according to the Antediluvian computation. 

Ararat We fhall now give fome account of the mountains of Ararat , 
fuppofed whereon the ark is faid to have refted. The author of the verfes 
bvfome to which go under the name of the Sibylline Oracles, places Mount 


lie in 


Ph 


rye 1 a 

✓ u 


Ararat in Afia Minor , on the borders of Black Phrygia, near 
Gelena, at the fprings of the two rivers Marfyas and Meander. 
But it appears from good authorities, that there is only a final! 
hill or eminence in that place. There is, indeed, a city called 
Apamea, near Gelena, furnamed Gibotos, or the Ark, from be¬ 
ing encompalled and firut up by three rivers, which is fuppofed 
to have given rife to the rniftakc about Noah's ark. The name 
Gibotos was alfo applied to the port of Alexandria in Egypt, by 
reafon of the bay rvhich inclofed the ftiips ; and feems not to 
have been known in the oaftern parts till given to Apamea , built 
by Scleitcns or Antiochus Scirr. 

The moft prevailing opinion is, that the Scriptures, by the 
word Ararat, denote that country which the Greeks and other 
weftern nations call Armenia. So the word is explained by the 
Septuagint , by the Chaldee parapnraft, by the Vulgate, by Tbeo- 
doret, and divers others. The learned Bochart has alfo brought 
together a multitude of arguments, all tending to the fame con- 
clufion. Others again, particularly Sir lValter Raleigh, and the 
later writers, Hcykn and Shuck ford. , think that by the moun¬ 
tains of Ararat are meant th«fe of Gaueufus, towards Badtria 

and 
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and Saga Scythia. The firft opinion is chieftyvfupported by 
tradition, and the latter by arguments drawn from facts and 

reafon. 

Thofe who place Ararat in Armenia differ as to the particular By others 
fituation of the mountain. Some think it was one of thofe in Arme - 
mountains which divide Armenia on thefouth from Mefopota?nia> via. 


and that 
took the 
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changed into Gordisci , Gordi , Carduchi , and other names. This 
opinion concerning the fituation of Ararat is very ancient, being 
the tradition of the Chaldreans themfelves ; and formerly it was 
generally embraced. But when men began to enquire into the 
particular part of thele mountains whereon the ark refted, au¬ 
thors then leaned to place it out of Armenia: Epiphanius on the 
mount Lubar , between the country of the Armenians and Gcr- 
d'usans ; and all the eaftern authors, both Chriftian and Maho¬ 
metan , on mount Themanin or Ai-Judi , which overlooks the 
country of Diarrhahia or Man (Jcil in IVhfopotamici. On this moun¬ 
tain there was formerly a famous monuftery, called the Mon aftery 
of the Ark , where the Nrjhrians ufcd to celebrate a fcaft-Jay, 
on the fpot whereon they l'uppofe the ark refted ; but towards 
the end of the eighth century, the monaftery was deftroyed by 
lightning, with the church, and a numerous congregation in it. 

Berofus , Abydcnus , and Epiphanius , declare, that there was a 
report in their time that the relics of the ark were then to be feen 
on thofe mountains.. But even modern authors, from the ac¬ 
counts of the Armenian monks, relate that part of the ark ftill 
remains j though at the fame time they affirm none ever was at 
the place where it lies, or can get there *. Affertions of this 
kind are trifling and abfurd ; and the ancient opinion about the 
remains of the ark, has probably no better foundation than the 
modem. 

St. Jerom , and fevcral others, place Ararat about the middle 
of Armenia , near the river Arejces or Aras, above z8o miles di- opinion 
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north-eaft, in the neighbourhood of concern- 


a province of that country, named Airarat , from one of the ing it 
Armenian kings, who was there flain in battle; Arayi arat figni- 
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All travellers into thofe parts now agree 

mtion of no other mount of Ara - 
Mafis by the Armenians , who are 
firmly of opinion that the ark refted thefe, without however fup- 
porting their fentiments with any folid arguments. 

This mountain is named by the Turks Agri dagh , that is, the 
heavy or great mountain , and fometimes Parmak dagh , the tinge? 
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nia , four leagues from the Aras, and ten to the north-weft of 
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Others 

think it 
ieated to¬ 
wards 
Ba Stria. 


Nakfcivan; which, becaufe Nak in Annenicin fignifies a Jhip. 
and Scivan refted , is fuppofed to have its name from the lame 
occafion. It appears very high, and rifes in the form of a fugar- 
loaf, in the midft of a moll extenfive plain. From the middle 
upwards it is perpetually covered with fnow, which even lies 
upon the loweft mountains in thofe countries in the hotteft fum- 
mer. Its furface is almoft intirely covered with bare rocks, Ioofe 
fand, and broken flints and chalk, with here and there fome ju¬ 
niper bujhes and goats-tborn . Tournefort tells us, that he at¬ 
tempted to climb the mountain; but, after an infinite fatigue, 
he was obliged, by the fnow and intenfe cold, to return with¬ 
out accomplifhing his defign, though it was then the middle of 
fummer. 

Thofe who think Ararat ought to be looked for towards Bac- 
tria, juftify their opinion by the words of Mofes , who relates, 
that the descendants of Noah came from the eaft to the Land oj 
Shinaar ; whereas if the ark had refted in Armenia , they mull 
have come from the north or north-weft. As Noah is not once 
mentioned in all the following part of Mofes’ s hiftory, and yetfur- 
vived a great while after the confufion of BabeU they from thence 
reafonably conclude, that he did not come to Shinaar , but fpent 
the reft of his days in the eaft, with many of his defeendants. 
This accounts for the early populoufnefs of that part of the 
world ; for in the third generation after the difperfion at 
Babel , when Semiramis , who is fuppofed to be the wife of 
Nimrod’s grandfon, invaded Baftria with an immenfe army, 
fhe was oppofed by more numerous forces. Old heathen 
teftimonies likewife favour this account. “ Two hun- 
“ dred and fifty years before Ninas (fays Portias Cato) the 
tc earth was overflowed with waters, and mankind began again 
<c in Saga Scythia.” Jujlin informs us, that the Scythians ac¬ 
counted themfelves the moft ancient of all nations * j and, ac¬ 
cording to the Chaldean tradition, Xithurus , after the flood, was 
feparated from his fons, who by themfelves travelled towards 
Babylon. The language, learning, and hiftory of the Chinefe , 
do alfo all favour this account. Their language feems not to 
have been altered in the confufion of Babel: their learning is 
reported to have been full as ancient as the learning of the more 
weftern nations : their polity and government are quite different 
from that of all others ; and their hiftory indifputably reaches 
up to the times of Noah. On thefe accounts, therefore, they 
think the ark refted on the hills beyond BaSlria , near Saga Scy¬ 
thia , and that the name Ararat was common to the immenfe 
ridge of mountains running from Taurus to Battria ; in the 
neighbourhood of which, according to Strabo and Curtins , the 
moft excellent vines of the world are found f. 


* Juftin, I. ii. c. t. f Vide Raleigh’s Hill, of the World, b. i. 
c. 7. Shuckford’s Connexions, b. ii. Wfiiilon’s Chron. Bedford’s 
Script. Chron. 
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CHAP. III. 

| ffa hijlory of Noah and his defcendants till the confufion 

| of tongues . 
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N OAH upon leaving the ark, immediately built an altar, Year of 

upon which he offered burnt facrifices of every clean the flood 
| beaft, and of every clean fowl. God having accepted the fa- i. before 
» crifice, bleffcd Noah, and gave him power over all living crea- Cbrill, 

] tures, with apermiffion to eat of them as freely as of the pro- 2347. 
i duce of the ground : however, he forbad him to eat the blood Noah quits 
of animals, or to fhed that of man, ordering him to punifli the ark, 

' manflaughter with death, and to people the world as faft as he and offers 
I could. It is not to be fuppofed that thefe three injunctions a burnt 
j were all that was obligatory on Noah and his pofterity, till the facrifice to 
; promulgation of the law at Sinai. We are rather to confider God. 

\ them as an addition or fupplement to the laws, which Noah had 
received in common with the reft of the Antediluvians. The 
; permiflion to eat flefh, now fir ft explicitly given, feems to in- 
! timate that before the flood it was not allowed to be eaten. 

; According to the Rabbins, Noah received from God certain 
5 general precepts, containing the law of nature common to all men 
i univerfally ; for the nonobfervance of which, even the Gentiles 
I have been puniflied by God. Thefe precepts enjoined, 1. To 
! abftain from idolatry. 2. From blafphemy. 3. From murder. 

I 4. From adultery. 5. From theft. 6. To inftitute judges to } 

! maintain thofe laws. 7. To abftain from eating the fiefti of 
1 any animal cut off while the animal was living. From the 
! time of Mofes , the Jews would not fuffer a ftranger to live 
among them, unlefs he obferved thefe precepts, and never gave 
quarter in battle to any that were ignorant of them. God far¬ 
ther made a covenant with Noah , never to deftroy the earth 
again by a general deluge, but to preferve the feafons of the . 
year in their regular viciffitudes. In confirmation of this pro- 
mife, he appointed the rainbow for a token, which, whether 
it ever appeared before the flood or not, was now to be the 
ratification of the truth of his promife f. 

Noah 


(n) Wh ether Noah had ever feen 
a rainbow before, or whether any 
had appeared before the flood, is 
greatly difputed. As the rainbow 
is only an appearance occafioned 
by the reflection of the fun’s rays 
by watery vapours, or rain, i: 


might have been feen from th< 
beginning of the world, if the an 
tediluvian atmofphere was of tb< 
fame nature with the prefent 
Some imagine, that as God gene 
rally gives a fign by fomethinj 
no'-yj, cr by fome change wrough 





3 ° 

He be¬ 
comes a 
hu lb a ad¬ 
man. 


His death. 


North's de¬ 
fendants 
remove to 
Shinaar. 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

Noah being come down from the mountain, applied himfeif 
to hufbandry, and planted a vineyard. Having afterwards 
drank a little too freely of the wine, he became intoxicated, 
and lay carelefly uncovered in his tent Ham , his young'fl 
fon, perceiving him in this condition, called in his brothers, 
Shan and Japbet , to behold the pofture their father was in : but 
they, out of a fenfe of duty and moddly, took a garment, and 
going backwards, covered the nakednefs of their father*. Noah 
awaking, and being informed of what had palled, blefled hi* 
two pious fons, and curfed Ham in his pofterity, who were 
to be fervants to their brethren. All that Mofes relates farther 
of this patriarch, is, that he lived after the flood 350 years, and 
died in the 950th year of his age. The Armenians have feveral 
traditions concerning the cities which he built in their coun¬ 
try ; and in Mcjoboiamia travellers are fhewn a large fepulchre, 
in which he is faid to have been buried. 

All mankind being the illuc of the three fons of Noah , who 


were faved with him in the ark, we fhall give a genealogical 


table of their defendants, mentioned by Mofes down to Abra- 
bam , and fhall be more particular concerning them, when we 
come to treat of the difperfion of mankind from Babel. 

Some authors, contrary to the authority of Mofes , fuppofe 
that Noah’s defendants did not remove from Ararat to Shinaar 
till after his death This opinion is not only contrary to 
hiflorical truth, but big with abfurdity. The difperfion, ac¬ 
cording to Mofes , happened in the days, that is, according to 
the interpretation of lifter, about the birth of Peleg, who was 
born in the icilt year after the flood ; whereas had mankind not 
come to Shinaar before the 350th year after the flood, the num¬ 
ber of travellers mufl have exceeded feveral millions. 

Mofes indeed docs not inform us what time Noah's defen- 
dents travelled to Shinaar. Seventy years, perhaps, might pafs 
before they had any thought of leaving their great anceltor. 
By that time they might be multiplied to hundreds, a number 
of whom might have a mind to form a feparate fociety, and to 
journey and fettle in fome diftant country, if we fuppofe Ara¬ 
rat a part of mount Caucafus , to the north of India , from 
thence to Shinaar is about 1000 miles. We mufl not therefore 
fuppofe them to have got thither in an infant, efpeciaily as the 
earth would then be over-run with thick and pathlefs woods, 
and the travellers, inftead of journeying continually, would only 
remove as they began to meet with inconvcniencies. If their 
movements then were fucii as Abraham made afterwards, fhort 


* Univerfal Hid. Vol. T. b. i. c. 2. 

in nature, this was tue fird rain- much more magnificent than any 
bow, and confquenilv that be lore that had ever been fen before. 

the flood it never rained. Others Sir fin's Theory, 1 . ii. c. 5. Biblt- 
think, that this rainbow was a oth. Biblica. 
preternatural appearance, and 
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journeys and abodes here and there, in ten or twelve years 
they might arrive at the plain of Sbinaar , a place likely to af¬ 
ford them an open and convenient country for their encreaf- 

jng families. 

j jfy the land of Sbinaar is meant that plain betwixt the Eu- The fitua- 
Ubraies and the Tygris , extending alfo to the eaft fide of the Ty- tion of 
! i r is, whither, the l'cripture informs us, Nebuchadnezzar carried Sbinaar. 
Ithe veffels of Solomon’s temple into the houfe of his God. The 
foame of Sbinaar , in thofe parts, may be traced both in ancient 
[and modern authors. Sennaar of Babylon , is mention by Hef- 
] iiecus the Mileftan *, and the city of Singara in Mcfopotamia , 

?by Pliny and others. Ptolomy alfo places both the city and 
unountain of Singara in the above-mentioned country; all 
j which names feem to refer to the city, mountain, and terri- 
itory, which ftill bear the name of Senjar in the eaft f. 

; The defendants of Noah upon their arrival in this plain. The 
;began to think of building a city and tower. The learned building 
•are divided in their opinions about the fenfe of the pafiage of Babel 
jwhich gives an account of this enterprise. And they [aid , begun. 

\p to , let us build us a city and to wer , tvhofe top may reach unto 
\bcaven ; and let us make us a name , lejt zue be fcattered abroad 
\ upon the ivholc earth. Some think that they were apprehenfive 
i of a lecond deluge, and therefore refolved to raife a ftrufture 
|of fufficient height to fly to in cafe of danger. This to others 
{appears a groundlefs fancy, as the mountains, upon that fup- 
jpolition, would have been a more natural and proper fituation. 

|They therefore think they were prompted by their ambition, 

I to make themfehes a name , lejl they Jhould be fcattered, or, as k is 
rendered in the Vulgate, perhaps to ferve the purpofe, before 
j thy Jhould be fcattered abroad. According to Perizonius , the paf- 
[ i'.ige ought to be rendered, let us make ajign , lejl me be fcattered ; 
that is, the tower was to ferve them as a beacon, by the fight 
of which they might avoid ftraying in the open plains with 
their flocks. Others think that they had already degenerated 
into idolatry, and that the words, let us build a tower whofe top 
my reach unto heaven , ought to have been rendered, let us build 
a tower whofe top jball be facrcd to the heavens. 

Whatever were the motives of their undertaking, the en- The Isn- 
terprize feems to have been difpleafing to God, who wholly guage of 
fruftrated their defign, by confounding their language, fo that the build 
they could not underftand each others fpeech, and were there- ers being 
fore obliged to feparate. The time when this great event hap- confound 
pened is very uncertain. Mofcs tells us, that it was in the days e d, they 
of Peleg, who was born in the ioift year after the flood, and defift. 
jlived 239 years. As Peleg received his name on account of the 
difperfion, the learned JJJher thinks that it happened about the 
time of his birth. The Jews , St. Jerom , and many Chriftian 
chronologers, place it in the laft year of Peleg s life. Others 


* Jofeph. Antiq. 1 . i. c. 5. f Thevenot’s Voyages, part ii. c. 10. 
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think, that Peleg was not fo called at his birth, but changed his 
name afterwards on account of the extraordinary event, which 
they place in different periods of his middle age. It happened, 
according to Petau , in his j2d year ; according to Cumberland, 
about his 79th: but according to Salianus and Kercber , in his 
174th year. Mofss , however, feems to denote, that the difper- 
fion was fomething fingular that happened at Peleg $ birth, and 
not during his middle age, for then all his cotemporaries had a 
right to the fame name. Tho’ mankind was not then very nu¬ 
merous, yet their numbers will be found fufficient for that great 
undertaking, and alfo for planting of nations. According to 
Ujhcr , mankind, in the iozd year after the flood, might have 
encreafed to the number of 388,605 males, and as many fe¬ 
males. But tho’'we have caufe to believe, that there was a 
more than ordinary multiplication in Noah’s pofterity after 
the flood, yet we cannot imagine them near fo numerous. 
A much lefs number would have been fufficient. According 
to the calculation of Petau , the males in the 100th year after 
the flood might have been 32,768. Others again think that the 
number of mankind at that time did not much exceed 3 or 4000. 
A deferip- The building, which was now interrupted by the miraculous 
tion of the interpofition of God, according to fome had been carried on 
building. 22years, and according to others 40. It was built with burnt 

bricks, cemented with flime or bitumen, a pitchy fubftance, 
which Strabo informs us iffues from the earth in great abun¬ 
dance in the plains of Babylon , and is of two kinds, liquid and 
folid*. According to the eaftern writers, the fons of Noah 
employed themfelves three years in making and burning the 
bricks, /each of which was thirteen cubits long, ten broad, and 
five thick. The fame authors likewile give us the following 
abfurd dimenflons of the city and tower. The city, they fay, 
was 313 fathoms in length, and 151 in breadth. The walls of 
it were 5533 fathoms high, and 33 broad; and the tower rofe 
in height 10,000 fathoms, or iz miles. Even Jerom affirms, 
from the teftimony of thole who examined its remains, that the 
tower was four miles high. Rejecting thefe fhameful extrava¬ 
gancies, wc lhall take notice of the accounts of other authors. 
Bochurt luppofes, that the tower of Babel is the fame with the 
tower that flood in the midfl: of the temple of Belus y which He¬ 
rodotus relates was folid, and a furlong in length, and as much 
in breadth, eonfifting of eight fquare towers one above another, 
gradually decreafing in breadth. His defcription indeed leaves it 
doubtful, whether a furlong was the height of each tower fingly, 
or of the whole eight together, or what was the height of 
it. Strabo determines the height to have been a furlong, that is, 
the eighth part of a mile, or 660 feet, which is itfelf prodigious; 
for thereby it appears to have exceeded the greateft of the Egyp¬ 
tian pyramids in height 179 feet, tho’ it fell fliort of it at the 



* Strabo, 1, xvi. See aHb Judin. I, i. and Vitruv. I. viii. 
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bafls by 33. It benched in from the bottom to the top in a 
ffral form, and the platform occaftoned by the benching, ferv- 
cd for a ftair-cafe, which vvas fo broad, that horfes and carts 
might meet and turn upon it. 

ing w? 

arched roots tupportea dv 

who built the temple of Beiiis round 


The 


is 75 feet high, and contained many ftately rooms, with 
1 roofs fupported by pillars, as it was afterwards finifhed 
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it, 111 
whole 


a fquare of two furlongs on every fide, enclofing the 
with a wall of two miles and a half in compafs. In this wall 
we re feveral gates leading to the temple, all of folid brafs, 
probably formed of the brafs carried from the temple of jeru- 
jalcm to Babylon. Little more than 100 years after, Xerxes re¬ 
turning from his unfortunate Grecian expedition, plundered and 
demolifhed the temple from a principle of religion, as he pre¬ 
tended, being by profefilon a Magian , and consequently an 
enemy to idol worfhip. This great monument of antiquity- 
being thus demolifhed, was never after repaired. Alexander the 
great, indeed, after his Indian expedition, exprefled an inten¬ 
tion of rebuilding it, and ordered 10,000 men to remove the 
rubbiih ; but before they had made any great progrefs, he died 
fudJenJy at Babylon. 

Whether any remains of it a 
uncertain. Modern travellers 

Babylon , fo compleatly has that immenfe city been deftroyed. 

There arc feveral large and remarkable ruins ilili to be feen in 
the neighbourhood of the Euphrates , and at many miles diftance 
from each other ; but which of them, or if any of them, may 
be fuppofed the ruins of Babel , is ftill very doubtful. 

Tavernier , and feveral other travellers," have vifited a mafs of The ac- 
ruins about eight or nine miles to the north-weft of Bagdad, counts of 
called by the prefent inhabitants the tower of Nimrod. This modern 
tower appears now a fhapelds hill, and ftands by itfelf in a wide travellers 


re to be feen at this day, is very- 
even differ as to the fituation of 


plain. 


Towards 


quite thro’ the building, and towards the top there is a great ing it. 
window. Authors give very different accounts of the heighth 
of the tower, and of the bulk and form of the bricks, and of 
the manner how they are ranged. Some fuppofe it to be the 
fame with the to we r mentioned by Mofcs ; and others thinking; 
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■abs, who fay, that it was built by one of their princes for a 




^ Raivwolf, a German phyfician, who in the year 15-74, palled 
Mown the Euphrates , luppofcs he found the ruins of Babylon on 
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Feluj 


He fays the country is 


ary and barren, and that it might be doubted whether that po¬ 
tent city ever ftood there, if it were not for feme delicate an¬ 
tiquities ftiil remaining. Some pieces and arches of the old 
bridge over Euphrates are ftill to be feen ; and at a fmall dif¬ 
tance the ruins of the tower of Babel , half a league in diameter; 
but fo low and fo full of venemous beaffs, that it is dangerous 
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to approach within half a mile of it; except in two months of 
the year, when thofe animals do not ftir out. On his journey 
from thence to Bagdad, he obferved many large and ftately 
buildings, arches, and turrets {landing in the land, fome de¬ 


cayed and in ruins, others pretty entire, and adorned with cu¬ 
rious artificial work. 

Pietro de la Valle, however, who was at Bagdad in the year 
j6i 6, thinks he difcovered the ruins of Babel two days journey 
farther down the Euphrates ,\vithin a quarter of a league of the 
river, in a level and extenftve plain. The heap of ruins, he 
fays, rife in the form of a pyramid with four fronts, which an- 
fwers to the four quarters of the compals. It feems longer 
from north to fouth, than from eaft to weft, and exceeds in 

He did not difeover the 


height the higheft palace in Naples. 

of Babylon. 


leaft veftiges of the 


city 


The tower, he found, 


was chiefly built of large bricks dried in the fun, and cemented 
with bitumen mixed with hard ftraw or bridled reeds. We have 
a more particular defeription of this ihucture by Mr. M c Gregory, 
a late traveller; but whether it or the others mentioned be the 
remains of the original tower, or only fome later buildings of 
tile Jirtibs, may ftill be doubted. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Cf the Confufion cf Tongues. 


ftiall now give fome account of the nature and original 


i- 


V V of language in general, and of the confufion of it men¬ 
tioned by Mofes. 

Speech is one of the moil diftinguifhing differences between 1 
us and the animal creation j for the relations of fome ancient 
writers concerning the languages of hearts and birds, which 
the Rabbins report Solomon underftood, are merely fabulous. 
Some Heathens, particularly Horace, Diodorus Siculus, and 
Vitruvius being unacquainted with the.mofaical writings, 
have imagined that men at firft lived like hearts in woods and 
caves, forming only confufed founds of no fignification, or ex- 
prefling their thoughts by dumb iigns and gefticulations. That 
upon a longer intercourfe with each other, they agreed upon 
duemdt names for things, and gradually, after a long courfeof 
time, framed and perfected a language. That as different com¬ 
panies of men affociated together, fo the languages of the 
world were thereby rendered different, k not being likely that 
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difnn£t focieties would unite in the fame founds or names for 
things. . 

This conjecture Is natural and probable ; bat we are afiural 
by MofeSj that the beginning both-of mankind and ccnverfa- 
tion were in fa£t other wile. According to his account it an- 


God 


God 


e e 


.. .... mi eyed 

of uttering articulate founds, and excited in him a den re to 


he Jews indeed, and 
fome Chriftian writers, without any rcafon, have fuppofed, 
that God infpired Adam with a coin pi cat language, which he 
had previoufly formed. This d 
and fome have gone fo far as to think, that this fail language 
was as innate to mankind as the faculty of rerunning, and would 
be equally univerfal, if children were not put out of it in their 
infancy by being taught another. But as it is evident that 
Adam, by being indued with the faculty of uttering articulate 
founds, as the figns of his ideas, might gradually of himfelf 
form a language, there is no ncceility to luppofe that he was 
taught the names of things by God ; for according to the ac¬ 
count of Mcfcs, God brought the 
whet he would call them . 



Adah 


ation, that he was unacquainted with the feiences and various ture of the 
arts afterwards invented, and had no cx ten five icnowlege of na- ard lan- 
tural objedls, his language at firxl mull not have been 
pious 3 for if all words relating to the feiences and arts, to ti 
conveniencies of civil life, and to the various operation of ti 


very co- gauge 

the 


mind, were to be expunged from diction.;; ice, the remainder 
would not be very numerous. His language would chiefly con- 
fiflof a few names for the creatures and things he had to do 
with. Thofc names would probably be expreited in mcnofyl- 
lables ; for the repetition and variation of founds feesn to have 
been the effects of meditation and improvement. It is alfo fup- 
lofcd, that his language had but one part of fpeech, the names 
icing made to anfvver both for the adjectives and verbs. ”1 bus 
a fierce man might be called a lion-wan, and Cain’s fee king an 
opportunity to kill Abel, might be exnrcflcd by Cain, dog Abel ; 
the action of curioufly obferving and following a perfon in 
Evglijh being called dogging. 

What was the Darticular language that Adam and his noflee- 


V/hatlan- 


£11 


apes 

tD 


■greatly difputed. The Hebrew, the Chaldean, the Syrian, the c , to 
Arabian , the Armenian , the Celtic, the Coptic , the 'Greek, the 


cfe 




dence to produce befides the antiquity 
chief argument ufed in favour of the Greek is 
I’he Teutonic is firenucuflv fupnorled by ^crc-Aus l-eeanns. who 


f th 


ice in 
s evi— 

Til? 

U's copioufnefs. 


i nc pri¬ 
mitive. 


to n * i c * * v 

4 •* ib C i v/ . • \ • 


d 


s' 


u 


i u\ 


A-.l 


• A 


A U ^ 
I. i IV- 


oJ Z 


prci'wiUoas 



3 6 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

pretenfions of the Chincfe are founded on the antiquity of that 
people, their early acquaintance with arts and fciences, and 
their almoft entire ieparation from other nations for fo many 


ages 


Various 

opinions 
concern¬ 
ing the 


_ o _ The prefumption alfo that Noah , or fomeof his defen¬ 
dants, who never went to Shinaar , firft planted China , pleads 
for the antiquity of that language, which confifts of few words, 
almoft all monofyllables, and is moft Ample in its conftru£tion, 
having no variety of declenftons and conjugations. The argu¬ 
ments in favour of the Arabians are but few, and even rejected 
by the beft Arabian writers thcmfelves. The Hebrew and the 
Chaldean are fuppofed to have been originally the fame; and 
it is urged as a proof of their antiquity, that Mofes derives the 
primitive names from the Hebrew words; but all the etymology 
is loft if they are fo compared in any other language, in which 
they may be tranflatcd. This argument however is found very 
inconelufive ; for in Latin , homo , which ftgnifies man , bears as 
good a relation to humus , the ground , as Adam in Hebrevj to 
Admah. Befides, it would rather prove the antiquity of the 
Syriac, in which language the etymologies of many of the 
names mentioned by Mojes are eafter found than in the Hebrew. 
After all, no certain conclufion can be drawn from the argu¬ 
ments in favour of any language, what was the primitive 
tongue, or if it be now in being. 

In what manner, and to what degree the primitive language 

" ' The 


ed. 


was confounded at Babel , Mofes has not acquainted us 
opinions of learned men concerning thele two points are very 
different. Some imagining all the different languages now ex- 
manner in taut are derived from the fame original, think that at Babel the 
which the opinions of the builders were only confounded, which forcing 
fpeeciiwas them to ieparate, their language confequently gradually al- 
confound- tered. They allege, that the Hebrew word which ftgnifies lip, 

and is commonly tranflated language or fpecch , ought to be ren¬ 
dered unanimity or agreement. 

Others fuppofe, that a variety of inflexions was introduced 
and perhaps lome new words, which difturbed and pervertec 
the former manner of expreffion, fo that they would be forcec 
to feparate. Thefe explications, however, feem not fully t( 
anfwer the defign of Mofes , who plainly wants to account foi 
the diverfity of languages in the world ; a thing very difficult 
if not impoftible to do, without having recourfe to fome extra¬ 
ordinary interpofition of the divine power; and confidering that 
there arc many tongues, which, when compared with others 


have not the leaf! affinity, it would be moft abfurd to imagini 
th cm the offspring of the fame parent. It may therefore rea- 
fonably be concluded, that, at the ccnfufion of Babel , then 
were new languages framed by the immediate a£t of God, ii 
a way and manner that cannot be accounted for. 

The learned are alio divided in their opinions about the num¬ 
ber of different languages formed at Babel. Some think Moft 
has determined the queftion by giving us the names of tb 
leaders of the diiperfion, and adding, that by them was the cart, 

divide 
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divided after their families , lands , tongues , and nations. But it 
is not certain, if all the perfons there mentioned headed com¬ 
panies from Bahel. Other writers have reduced the number to 
feventy, and lupport their opinion by the words of Msfes in the 
thirty-fecond chapter of Deuteronomy , when the mojl high divid¬ 
ed to the nations their inheritance , when he fcparated the font of 
Adam, he fct the bounds of the people according to the number of 
the children of ifrael. Some refer this text to the number of 
Jacob’s defendants when they went to Egypt ; others to the di¬ 
vision of the Ifraelites into twelve tribes :'but others think it re¬ 
lates folely to the Canaanites , whofe bounds were ft according 
to the number of the children of Jfraef that is, their country 
would be a fufficient inheritance for the Jews. 

One thing may be obferved, that how few or how many fo- 
ever the languages were now become, yet many of them for 
fome time did not differ much from one another. For Abraham , 
an Hebretu , lived among the Chaldeans , travelled among the 
Canaanites , fojourned with the Philijlines , and lived fome time 
in Egypt ; yet we do not find he had any remarkable difficulty 
in converting with them. In a few ages, however, the lan¬ 
guages of neighbouring nations became i'o different, that they 
could not be underftood by each other. Thus in the time of 
Jofeph , when his brethren came to buy corn in Egypt , we find 
the Hebrew and Egyptian tongues fo dilfnnilar, that they ufed 
an interpreter in their converfation. 



C H A P. V. 


0/ the Difperfion cf Mankind. 

T HE people at Sbinaar, upon the confufion of their lan¬ 
guage, found it ncceffary to feparate, and accordingly di¬ 
vided themfelves under the conduct of the leading men amongft 
them. The primitive fathers, and feveral others, have fup- 
pofed that the difperfion of mankind did not immediately fol¬ 
low the confufion of tongues, but happened near a century af¬ 
terwards, about the middle of Pcleg’s life. Others again have 
embraced an opinion in another extreme, and think that all the 


countries men 


tioned by Mcfes were immediately pofieileu, and 
peopled by the feveral companies, under their dillincl leaders, 
that travelled thither from Bahel. 


The 


at the fame 


moft received opinion is, that the difperfion happened 
ame time with the confufion of languages, that is about 


What misfit be the number cf mankind 


the birth of Peleg. 

is time, has been already obferved : and even allowing 
left computation, it will be found fufficient to account 
for the firft planting of nations. It appears from Mofcss ac¬ 
count, that fome of thofc that afterwards gave names to na- 


about this 
tile final 
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dons, were at this time but children ; therefore at the differ- 
fion from Babylon* they could not be leaders of companies; 
nor could the nations called after their names be then Ranted. 
The feparate colonies, tho’ at firft but few, and confining d 
final) numbers, might afterwards fubdivide, as they became 
more populous, and removed farther from the centre of theii 
laradon; and ac length, the chiefs finally fettling in different 


countries, might difrin uith them by their names. Perhaps at 

fir.it the thrse chief families only parted, each of which, from 


tin-c to time, continued to divide and fubdivide as their num¬ 
bers inert. 1 kJ, and new occasions and opportunities offered 

If vc confidcr the fiiration of the nations aiftinzuifhed by theii 
founders \vc ihai! fnd, that notwithifanding all the 

cor.f sf::-n cf tongues, r.nd dhrcrfijy of languages, it fo happened 
thut (three o four inftinces only excepted) the Ions of japhei 
people.! one* part of th* world, the fons of Shan another, and 


thz iV:, of Jicct n. third. With regard to the fons of Japhet^ 

ii:efe ivere the iftes of the Gentiles divided in 

+ f • . * .Y • it • 


Jl'f’f.' tJis us, ly 


their lu . is ; every one after his tongue* after their families* in then 
xziir.tSm He ccr.ch:d«.j his account of the fons of Ham witfc 


t: :• v :e words: ± if: are the fens of Ham after theirfamilies* afta 
tbrir trrgi: cs* in their countries* in their nations ; and the account 


of the defendants of Shem ends thus: Thefe are the fons oj 
Shorn after their families , after their tongues* in their lands , 
after their nations. Thus the land or peculiar lot of each fit 
ir.iiV did lie within the general lot of each nation. 

The authors that have treated upon the fubjed of the Dif 
pen>-n, h: ve endeavoured to determine whatparticular coun¬ 
tries wrre p*r ::t: * by the different leaders. The fubftance d 
whet they ' fVr is rs follows. 

Of Xea'j thref* fo.is, Japhct* the eldcft, isfuppofed by fomc 
not to h :ve beer prefent at the confulicn of Babel* Mofes giving 
no r ~cou;: j of his life and death. His defeendants that wen 
at SLinaar* and were afterwards heads of nations, were hk 
fev n fons Gsmer* Magog* Madid* Javan* Jubal* Mcfhccb , 
ni:i i -ras ; and his liven grand fons, Ajbkenaz* Kiphath* Tagar « 
raah* the fons of Genter* and Elijha* Tarjbijb* Kittim , and Do • 
dtrdm* the fons of Javan 


Gaszr. 



cf Europe* under the n. lines cf Cedes and Cimbri* which lafl 


appellation is in feme meafure fHU preferved by the Welch* dcf« 
cenLnts of the Gr.d:* who call themfelves Cumro and Cumeri \ 


and their language Gomcraeg. 



• The c rt/.7/?rfV/ vfrfion men¬ 
tion*: t.\ 8th ten of Jetfhcs* na- 

ir.cd Lifts. Ti;s Tartarian aa- 


then biewiic give Lisa eigh: fjss. 


and tbv Pc fan biftorians eleven. 
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The 
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The (bus of Gomer, are fuppofed to have fettled not far from 
their father. Jerenuah 7 in freaking of the nations that fhould 
a ffft Cyrus in taking Babylon ., mentions Ararat , MinnL and 
Ajbkenaz. As Minni is Armenia the lefs, called Aram-Minni 7 
the country of Ajbkenaz is therefore fuppofed to border upon djbktnax 
it. Others however think that the Ajbkenaz mentioned by 
Jeremiah were a people near Treaty 'in Lefler Phrygia\ from 
whence, according to Xencphorty Cyrus brought conliderable 


reinforcements to Babylon^ In lefler Phrygia there was 
cicntly a city called Ajcania, and 1 Joiner mentions a kin; 
the name of Afcanius at the fiege of Troy. 

n*. » .1 J t .. * 1 f P/ /• 


of 


to 


ipbathj the brother of Ajhkcnaz , is fuppofc 
he founder of the Patiblaronicms. who. 


'ed by Jofep, 
he fays, w< 


Togarmak • 


conformable 
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expreflion of the prophet. Comer and all his bands ^ the houfe ef 
Tcgarmah of the north quarters and all his hands . The fituation 
feems to be remarked with regard to Judea . Hie houfe of Ti- 
rarmaby according to Ezekiel , traded in the fairs of Tyre with 
horfes, horfemen, and mules j and the Cappadocians were fa¬ 
mous for their good horfemen and breed of horfes. Tn the 
borders of Cappadocia mention is made of a people called Trcgmiy 
and in the council of Chalcedon called Trogmades, The Ai mc- 
vianSy however, claim to be defeended from Togarmah j and from 
Xenophon it appears, that they bred excellent horfes, which 
thev paid to Cvrus inftead of a tribute in money. 


Jeroniy Bach arty and others, to nave fixed in Scythia . His two 
brothers, Mcjhri and Tubal 7 feem to have fettled in his neigh¬ 
bourhood ; for Ezekiel makes the fame prince to govern all the 
three countries. According to the Septuaghii 7 indeed there is 
a fourth country added, which, if admitted, would ferve to 
difeover the fituation of the other three. Gog y the king of 
Magogy is there fa id to be the prince of Rojb 7 Xlcjhec 7 and Tu¬ 
la!. Rojhy according to Jofetb Ben G orion 7 was a country fi- 

is i j • • ^ ^ 1 | y > /• • /• _» 


luppuiva iu u\s ut.tuiu lu i**; 

wards peopled Axufcoiy and Bvjfa. 

It is generally agreed, that Aladai planted Aledia 7 


and the MiJaS. 


Javan is thought to have planted Greece . He may probably Javan, 
be fuppofed to have fettled firft near his brothers, on the Coaft 
of Ajuty about Ionhiy which contains the radical letters of his 
name. i. His eldeft fort, Eiifij, is fuppofed by Jofpphus to El fa, 
have planted /EoUa\ but others rnther place him in Greecey in 
the Pelobomfus and its neighbourhood* Greece itielf beinc an- 


•1 op one jus and its neighbourhood, Greece itlelf being art- 
called Hellas . In Aitica there was a city named ElcidtSy 
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and the river lliflhs ; and the Peloponcfzts contained a city called 
Elis. The iiles of Elijha, mentioned by Ezekiel to have fup- 


EaAoib. plied Eyre with purple and blue, are fuppofed to be the Grecian 
' J iflands, which abounded with thefe dyes. 2. 1 TarJhiJI :, accord- 


Eiii'w, 



the island oi Cyprus to be the ieat or Kntrm. borne nave placed 
him to the weft of Cicilia , where Hcmer mentions a people 
called Ceil, and Ptolemy two provinces called Ceils and Citis. 
But in the Apocrypha, and feveral paffages of feripture, f Ma- 

Do^anim, cedonia is plainly denoted by the land of Chctiim. However 

fome place him in Italy, and his brother Dodanim (otherwife 
called Rhodardm) in France, not far from the banks of the river 


Rhone. Others think that Dodanim was the rather of the Do- 


e Tiras. 


nans 


to 



he coir 


tries fett- 


Ham 


olony 


the C 


vn, Noah's youngeft fon, is thought to be the fame with 
'Events of Sanchoniaibo’, and, according to Marfbam , is 


led by the to be found in prophane hiftory, under the names of Harmnon, 


ceicen- 
dai;t:i ot 


Ehnnnts, Ebaor.muz, Adonis , Ojiris , Baal', Belas, 'Jupiter, and 
Saturn the feeond. After the ciiijvrfton he is flip poled by feme 
}lam. to have lived in Phenicla, and by others in Egypt. 

" " Ct/b, his el deft fon, according to Jofephus, was the father 

)f the Ethiopians , v.hc he k.ys in his rime were called Cujbeans. 



of 

it is however- rhe 


•grr. nr or* 


himrod. 


probable, that he fettled to the 
fov.ih-caft of Babylonia , in that province frill called Cuznjlan . 
His pofterity fprerd in time into feveral parts of Arabia , over 
the bordeis of the land of Edom into Arabia FeVx\ up to Mi titan 
an.’ Egypt \ all thefe countries in feripture being fometimes 

’ The Tons of Cufh were bCO, 

and Nimrod. Ramab had 

two fons, 6vr//-c and Dedan. 

Jlhclaarc all iuppofed to have planted different parts of Ara¬ 
bia, excepting Nimrod, who it is agreed kept pofiefiion of 
Shtnaar, where he crefred a kingdom, and made Babel the feat 
cf nis empire. What the facred historian fays of this chief is 


called by the name of the land cf Cufh. The Tons of Cufh were Scba, 
Haz 't/ah, Sal tab, Ramab, Sabtccba, ar 



-.r.igyiy cejcre. 1 in: nor a, even to a p rover 0 ; anu mat we 

b.mrrjura of his kingdom vans Babel and Erec, and Accad and 
Cain eh m the land of Shinaar. Some reprefent him as a giant, 
according to the Septuagint tranflation of the word, which in 


rendered a mighty one. Ail confider him as a 
great warrior, and from the v/ords a mighty barter, it is gene¬ 
rally underfrood that he was a great tyrant. Others however 
interpret tnefe words more favourably, alledging that the phrafe 


^ f 1 Maccab. i. 1. and viii 5. 
Ban. x i. 30. 
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before the Lord may be taken in a favourable fenfe, as a commen¬ 
dation ofhis good qualities, though the generality of interpreters 

underftand it other wife. 

The hunting of wild hearts, which probably were his rtrft 
exploits, in thofe ages would procure him great honour and 
renown: and by a long courfe of hoftiiities againft them, he 
might be familiarized to blood and daughter, and at length Ima- 
jyine that he had a right to be the aggreffor againft his fellow 
men, whom he would by force compel to fubniit to his arbitrary 
authority. He is fuppofed to have formed the rtrft monarchy 

t /! t 1 1 1 /** 1 9 1 a « ^ 





more than one. He is faid to have built fcveral other cities, 
but when he began his reign, how long he reigned, and who 
were his fucceilors, is quite uncertain. The Jews fuppofc him 

the fame with Amrapkcl, the king of SLinaar , who, with 
Iiis three confederates, were defeated by Abram . Some have 
imagined him to be the fame with Bdus , and the founder of 
the Babylonijh empire, others with Ninas, the founder of the 
'an. 


to b 


JWyrit 

‘ Mi. _ 

puted, how 


"■•'cr, whether tlie word Mizrahn , 


Cv.Jh, planted Egypt. It is dif- Mizrahi 


o v 



Avhich has a 

The names of 

7 n 

came forth out of Capbtor. The rtrft of the defeendants of 
Mizraim were the Lit dim , who, with the Lehabim , are judged 
to have peopled Lybia. The Anamim are thought by Bo chart 
to be the Ammonium , or the inhabitants of Lybia , in the neigh¬ 


bourhood 




Ammon. The Nathtuhim 


are 


but by 




naica , as the Egyptians called the 
montaries wafticd bv the fea Ncph 
the inhabitants of Pathros or Tl 




from Pahjline. Accordir 
Cnphtorim were defeendet 
fixt their rtrft fetllements 


fkirts of a country and pro- 
ixejwthys. Pathnijim arc evidently 
>r Thebais , in upper Egypt. The 
Cajhiotes , in the entrance of Egypt 
:o fome authors, the Philiftim and 


is greatly dif puted. 


Caph 


■Y 


Sepiungint is rendered Cappadocia ; and the fezas and Chaldee 
paraphrafts, and the ancient fathers all fuppofe the Gaphtorim 


to he the Cappadocians. 


Cappadocia 

Egypt 


generally 


of Davit at a. The Phiii/ihn were feated at rtrft near the Caph - 

mini X, but afterwards removed to Canaan. 

JIA' fes mentions none of the defeendants 


of Phut Ham’s third Pint. 
fon, who is fuppofed to have fettled feme where in Arabia near 
to Cuff) il. 


t Amos ix. 7. || Ezekiel xxxviii, 5. 

dcaux Connect, b. 2. 


Jerem. xlvi. 9. 


Pri- 


Canaan, 
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Canaan , the fourth fon of Ham, on account of the wicked- 
nefs of his father, received the curie of his grandfather Noah, 
Many conjectures are formed why the curle^ was laid upon 
Canaan, and not upon the other children of Ham. The Jews 
imagine he was equally concerned in the crime with his father. 
It is believed, he lived and died in the country called after his 
name, which feems even to have been known to the ancient 
heathens; for Sanchoniatho exprefly fays, Cha was the fir ft 
Phoenician. His pofterity, namely. Side??, Heth, the JcbuJiles, 
Amoritcs, Girvajhitcs, Hivites, Ar kites, Sinites, Arvaciites, Zc- 
mariles, and Hamathites, peopled the land of Canaan, 

We mention Shew, and his defendants laft, becaufe the fa- 
cred hiftorian carries down the line of his pofterity feven gene¬ 
rations farther than that of any of his two brothers, conclud¬ 
ing with Lot, the nephew and cotemporary of the patriarch 

Wc fhall afterwards be more particular with regard 
to this laft patriarch, when we come to the hiftory of the jaws, 
who are defended from him. 

i was the 


Abraham, 


Shew 


fecond fon cf Noah, and died at til 


O rvn 


oi 


tnes fete- hundred, having lived five hundred and two years alter the 


led by the j: 


deicen- 


Flood. The Jeivs fay, that for the laft four bund 
his life, he ififtrufited mankind as a prophet, that 


red years of 
he invented 


dants of atlronomy, and wrote a treatife of phyfic, which is faid to be 


S hem. 


Elam, 


A four'. 



ftill extant in the elector of Bavaria’s library Fie left five 
funs, namely, Elam, A four, Arphaxad, End, and Aram. 

Elam, the eldeft, fettled in the country of Elam or Perfoi. 
It feems as if he fixed himfelf near the place where the kings 
of Pcrfia afterwards had their refidence, for in Daniel’s time 
the palace of Sbufoan was in the province of Elam. 

A four for feme time lived under Nimrod , in the land of SI /- 
no.ar, but afterwards removed with his company into Affyrin, 
where he built the cities Nineveh, Rehob nth, Calah, and Refer. 
From this time, which is fuppofed to have been about thirty 

years after the confufion of tongues, is dated the beginning of 
the Afjyrian kingdom. 


a 


Sahib. 

Eber. 

Lad. 

Aram. 


11 ! 




a rad, the third fon of Shew, fettled in Chaldea, where 
his fon Salab, and his grandfon Ever, are fuppofed 
to have continued. 


'CV/Ui 


,V, 


Lud, the fourth fon of Shem, is generally fuppofed to be 
father of the Lydians in Idler Ajia. 

Aram fettled in Syria, which for a long time was known by 
the name of Aramez, It is probable that the four fons of Aram, 

Uz, Hid, Gether, and Mafo, fixt their fettlements near thfir 
father. 

The patriarchal line continued in the pofterity of Arbhaxa. 


'C 


whole grandfon Eber is fuppofed by many to ha\ 
founder both of the name and nation of die Hebreivs. 


• ■■A, 

f K r» 


been 
Others 


however think, that the name of Hebreivs was appropriated to 


* Cahnst. Diet, de la Bible, Art. Shews 


Abram 
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Abram and his descendants, on account ot his path 
rivers in his way from Irak or Chaldea into Syria. Many have 
nlfo believed, that the Hebrew language took its name from 
fiber, and remained folely in the family and defendants of that 
patriarch; but in the time of Abram it appears, that the Hebrew 
language was alfo fpoke by the Phenicians or Canaanites , a 
people who had no affinity with the family of Eher. 

To Eher were born two foils, Pcleg and j'aktau . Pel eg was Peleg. 
born about the time of the confufion 3 and when ‘Joktan came to J 0 kiai 
be of years to head a company, he led away part of his family 
to feck a new habitation. This migration of jokian is gene- 



o * ^ 

and Sepbar. Many think they are fated in th 
as the names of fomc Indian nations arc Irmilar to the names 


in time might even fpread into India. 

the brother of ‘jokian , had a foil named Ron, from Pcu. 

defeended. Scrap was the fat 


D 7 

whom Seng was 
who begat Perah , th 
Krhr and Ha ran. The 


elded 


H 


father of Hah or , fie mg, 

f tWO Other Tons Kahar 


died be for 


father of Abram , and Ci lwu whs r .anon 

i his Tcrab. 

father, in his native country of Ur, leaving behind him one Abram. 
fon, whofe name was Lot, and two daughters Midrib and 


At this period the corruption of mankind was become gene- Per ah re- 


ml. They had forfaken the worfhip of the true God, and de- moves 
generated into idolatry. The people of t/r, which name fig-with his 
nines fire, are fuppofed to have worfhiped that element. The family to 
ferinture exprefly fays, that Per ah before he removed from Par an. 


thence ferved other Gods *. According to the euflern authors, 
he was a carver of [dels, and was the rail that made images of 
clay, and taught that they were to be adored as gods, bis em¬ 
ployment being reckoned very honourable. Abram himfelf, it 
is generally imagined, was an idolater 3 but God being minded 
to fleet his family out of the reft of mankind, ordered Per ah 
to leave the place of his habitation. Per ah and his family be¬ 
ing converted to the worfalp of the true God, it is faid the 
Chaldeans , on that account, expelled them their country f 3 and 
that they then travelled to Haran , a city in the north weft 
parts of Mcjlpotamia , where Per ah died, being two hundred His death, 
and five years old. 

This is the fubftance of what is offered by the beft writers, 
about the fax ft fettlemencs after the diiperfion of mankind, and 
concerning the hiftory of thofe who diftinguiftied thcmfclves by 


Jofn, xxiv. 2,—14 


f Judith v. 8. 


found- 
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founding kingdoms and planting colonies. Though it mud 
be allowed that the account is liable to great uncertain¬ 
ty ; yet the reader may obferve, that it is countenanced 
by ar guments more favourable than any one, who never 
confidered the fubjecl would expert to meet with for a fact, 
of fo remote antiquity, and but imperfectly defcribed by the ear- 
lieft writers. 

It is Hill more difficult to fettle the chronology of the trans¬ 
actions of this period, than to inveftigate the fituation of the 
firft colonies. We have no affiftance herein from prophane 
hiftory, and there is the greateft diverfity between the feveral 
copies of the Mofaiccl writings. According to the Hebrew 
copy, from the Flood to the call of Abram upon Torah 's death, 
is only four hundred and twenty-feven years; but, by the 
Septuagint computation, between Abram ’s call and the Flood 
were 1207 years, and according to the Samaritan Pentateuch 
1077 years. 

The Septuagint makes Salah not the fon of Arphaxad , but 
the grandibn, and fon of one Cainan, who is faid to have been 
born in the 135th year of his father’s age, Salah being likewife 
born to him in the 130th year of his age. Thus the birth of 
Salah is put no lefs than 230 years later than according to the 
Hebrew copy. The Septuagint is Angular in inferting the 
name of Cainan ; but the Samaritan agrees with it in adding 
100 years to the lives of five different patriarchs, before 
the birth of their fons, by which the account is fwelled 500 


years. 

Another great difficulty in fixing the chronology, confifts in 
afeertaining the age of Ter ah at Abrams birth. Some will 
have Abram born in the 70th year of Ter ah y when Mofcs men¬ 
tions that he begat his fons. By that expreffion, however, 
1Hofei only intimates that Tcrah was 70 before he had any 
children, and Abram appears to have been the youngeft, and 
not much older than Lot y the fon of his elder brother. If 
Terah lived till he was 205, Abram , who was then 75 years of 
age, muff have been born in the 130th year of his father’s life, 
which Mr. TVhifton feems to have fully proved in his chro¬ 
nology. 

The name of Cainan is fuppofed to have been firft interpo- 


as 


it is 


lated by fome carelefs tranferiber into the Septuagint, 
not found cither in the Hebrew or Samaritan copies, in any of 
the places where Noah’s pofterity is enumerated, nor in the 
chronology of this period, given us by Africanus and Eufebiv.s , 
from the Septuagint itielf. The name feems alfo to have been 
unknown to Onkehs , Philo, Jcfepbus , and to the Syriac , Per- 
fian, and Arab translators. It is wanting in feveral editions 
of the Septuagint Hill extant, and is not mentioned by a cotem¬ 
porary of the Apoftlcs ; and even, according to iBerofus, Abnrn 
was in the 10th generation after the Flood. It might alfo creep 
into the gofpcl of St. Luke, by the miflake of a tranferiber, 
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who might have added it _ at firft to the margin, from an erro¬ 
neous copy of the Septuaghit. The addition of a century to 
the lines of fome of the patriarchs before the birth of their 
children, is fuppofed to have been occafioned by fome ignorant 
tranfcriber, who wanted to make the years of the immediate 
defendants of Noah, to correfpond with thofe of the anti- 
I diluvian patriarchs. There are other fmaller variations be- 
I twixt the different copies; but we have chofen to adopt the 
| chronology of the Hebrew , which is juftified by Ujker , Cap - 

| jovius , ana other eminent chronologers. 

1 



i CHAP. VI. 

I 

k> 

i 
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k 
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Of the Origin of Civil Government . 

| T N the infancy of the world, before the difperfion of man- 
| J. kind, the different families probably were independant of 
each other, and formed fmall focieties, each under the direc- 
| tion of their founder. Though the father, after his children 
were out of their minority, had no natural right to govern 
them; yet it may be fuppofed, that, during his life, or while 
they continued near him, he maintained an authority almoft 
! abfolute and lupreme over all his defendants, who would haye 
been looked upon as impious, to have rejected In’s counfels, 
or difobeyed his commands. There would not at firft be much 
! occafion for enabling laws and penalties, the dignity and reve¬ 
rence attending the head of the family, being i'ufHcient to re- 
ltrain thofe who might incline to be refractory. By degrees 
fome regulations might be fettled by unanimous confent, as a 
ftandard for the conduct of individuals; and the power of fee¬ 
ing thefe regulations put in execution might be vefted in the 
common parent, who would thereby acquire a legal authority 
firmly eftablifhed. 

Upon the difperfion, the leaders of colonies would probably 
imitate the form of government that had already taken place, 
and would be ftudious, by the moft prudent regulations, to 
render their new fcttlemcnts as fiourifhing as poftible. Accord¬ 
ing as they had greater abilities, and were more active in pro¬ 
moting the welfare of their followers, they would acquire the 
greater truft and more unlimited authority. Some in a few 
years, perhaps, would render themfelves almoft entirely abfo- 
lute, and eftablifh an hereditary fuccefliou to their pofterityj 
while others, in the fame time, by their inactivity and iloth, 
might become the contempt of their followers, who might 
bear with them during their life ; but upon their death, would 
confer the chief authority upon perfops moft conspicuous for 
their adlive virtues. 


When 
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When difputes happened betwixt two independent families 
inftead cf terminating their differences by the fword, they pu 
an end to the conteft, by removing to a greater diftance fron 
each other. Thus their numbers were not diminifhed by war, 
and there was a greater opportunity for them to multiply 
by difperfing themfelves widely through the earth; fo thai 
their fettlements could not for a long time interfere with eacl 


his abilities for 
his 
but 


Whatever wen 


other. 

Though fomc focietics were formed of the .defeendants o 
one family, united under their common parent as chief; yei 
we find that very early after the difperfion others were founded, 
and governed in a different manner. Nimrod does not appeal 
to have been an eideft fon ; yet, even in his youth, he feeni! 
to have eftabliihed a coniiderable kingdom. 

government, his probable thofe who were 
is elders did not at firff voluntarily fubmit to his authority: 
ut finding themfelves unable to refill his power, at length fub- 
mitted to be his fubjects. As he had acquired great renown, 

might perhaps voluntarily attacl 
themfelves to him, fo that he would quickly have more nu¬ 
merous followers, and 


many from different familie 


vjS 


head of a family. 


more ablblute authority, than an} 


The heads of the focieties newly formed after the difperfior 
were foon diftinguifned by the title of king, though their au¬ 
thority extended frequently but to one city. Not long after, 
in the rnoft populous places, differences happening betwixi 
neighbouring chiefs, the territories of the one were feized b} 
the other, and made part of his dominions. The viiStor ren¬ 
dered thereby much more formidable continued his conquefts, 
adding city to city, till he had confiderabiy enlarged his do¬ 
minions. Thus kingdoms of coniiderable extent and powei 

foon formed; but fometimes the ftnaller 


were 

ferved 


oth 


their independency by forming alliances 


kings pre- 
with eacl 


r. 


Thofe who had made conquefts, treated the conquered peo¬ 
ple in different manners, according to their various tempers 
and interefts. Some looking on themfelves as abfolute mafters 


of the vanquifhed, and thinking it was enough to grant them 
life, ftripped them of every thing elfe, and reduced them tc 
the ftate of flavery, condemning them to the meaneft offi¬ 


ce 


and tire moil laborious employments, which introduced 
the diftinclion between freemen and Haves, ever fince kept up 


m the world. 
Oti 


Otncrs introduced the cuftom of tranfporting til 
nations entirely into new countries, where they a 


the conquered 


fettlements and lands to cultivate. 


fligned them 



on payment of an 

3 


a 


nnual tribute, fometimes even leaving 

thcii 
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their kings on the throne, and only obliging them to acknow¬ 
ledge the fuperiority of their conqueror by certain marks of ho- 
jiragc and fubmiffion. The wifeft and moft politic gained the 
affections of their newfubje£ts by admitting them to an equa¬ 
lly with their old ones, and granting them the fame liberties 
and privileges; fo that by an union of interefts they quickly 
became one people. Thus large empires were formed, which 
however did not happen, till feveral centuries after the difper- 

fion, when the eaftern parts of the world were become very- 
pop ulous. 




CHAP. I. 


A Dsfcription 




Country. 




name Chcmla is probably derived rrom Ham\ but it is not 
agreed from what origin to deduce the Giyek name Egypt, by 
which the country is belt known to the Europeans. Some fay 
it was fo called from one of its kings named /Egypt us ; but this 
name anciently was given not only to the country, but alfo to 
its famous river the Nile. Others fay Egypt fignines no more 


Its diffe¬ 
rent 
names. 


/£ yyptus 


than the land of the Ccpt. 
country , and Me opt os being 
'tis probable the city Copt os, iftuate far up in higher Egypt, 
was not known to the Greeks , till long after they had given a 
name to the country. Others therefore think the country was 
fo called from the blacknefs of its foil, and the dark colour 


both of its river and inhabitants, which the Greeks denote by 
the word eegxptias from cegyps , a vulture, a bird of a dufkilh 
hue, which colour by the Latins is. called fulrjulturhis. On 
the fame account the country was alfo frequently called by the 
Greeks Aeria , and Melambolus ; and the river Nile, Melo or 
Melos, which fignifies black, and correfponds with the Hebrew 
name Shlhor , and the Ethiopian Siris , by which the river was 
alfo known. 

Egypt 



+8 

Its fitua- 
lion and 

extent. 


Its three 
principal 
diviiions. 


Cities in 

the firftdi 

vifion. 
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Egypt is fituated between the 48th and 53 degrees of long!, 
tude eaft from the Azores, and the 23d and 32d degrees of north 
latitude, being bounded on the fouth by Ethiopia, on the north 
by the Mediterranean fea, on the eaft by the Red lea and the 
Ifthmus of Suez, and on the weft by a region of Lybia, called 


Mar 


Nile 


-^ 4 

country From fouth to north about 600 miles. The coaft on 
the Mediterranean extends near 300 miles. Above the divifion 
of the Nile the habitable part of the country is bounded on 
each fide by a chain of mountains that are continued to Ethiopia. 
The plain betwixt them in fome places is not 33 miles broad, 
but in other_placcs it extends to about 70 or 80 miles. 

Ancien 
namelv 


« - W 

dent Egypt may properly be divided into three parts, 
V, Upper Egypt, or Thebais, next to Ethiopia, Middlt 

tt . , w * _ 1 t r . . u i 1 * 1 


t! y . 7 

Heptanomis, and Lower Egypt 


D 


:t 


Me 


Thcba 


country on the coaft of the 

V Thebes , in the ferin- 


ture is called Pathros , and at prefent Al Said. It is near as big 
as the other two diviiicns, and is divided from Ethiopia by the 
cities of Syenc and Eiephmitiua, which, according to Tacitus , 
were once the boundaries of the Roman 
parts 


A 

•r 


empire in tho 


In this part of Egypt. there were formerly fevcral cities of 
- great note, fome of which are now only inlignificant villages, 
and others heaps of ruins. On the weft fide of the river to¬ 
wards the north was Lycopohs or the aiy of wolves, fuppofed to 
have been the fame with the prefent town of Monfalut. Here 
wolves were worth iped, hecaufe, favs Die dor 
drove back an Ethiopian arm} 


r t 


j - j j 

hward was Hyp- 
fcle, now Aboutig, a confiderable town and hilltop’s fee. There 
were alfo Aphroditcpclls, or the city of Venus ; Ptolemais, by 


Die ft. 


Memph 

pulous city, but in Strabo’s time only a villag 
fuppofed to be the prefent town of Hon ; an 
ruins, the inhabitants of which, "Juvenal informs us, had fuch 
an enmity to the Crocodile, that they waged war with the wor- 
fhipers of that animal f. On this fide of the river were like- 
wife Latopohs, where the ruins of an ancient temple, and feve- 
ral hieroglyphics are ftill to be feen; and Great Apollinopolh , 

the inhabitants ri whs oil 'l1/ii-lnl-pro 


inhabitants of which were alfo Crocodile-haters. 
Going down the other fide of the river were found th 


cities 


fu\\ec, near the Idler cataracts, where Gftris was fuppofed to 
kjpc been buried, and Sycv.e, fituate diredly under the tropic 
of Cancer. In the neighbourhood of this laft city, are the 

quarries of red granite, from whence large columns and obe- 



* Tacit. Annsl. 1. 2. 

xv. ver. 33. 


t Ciodor. 1 , i, c. 88. J Juven. Satyr. 
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lifts were hewed in one entire piece, and, according to the opi¬ 
nion of Pococke , even formed before they were feparated from 
the native rock. North from Syene lay Ombcs , the inhabitants 
of which worshiped the Crocodile , Elythia, Cnuphis , the fa¬ 
mous 'Thebes , Little Apollinopolis , Coptos ^ Cane j Chenobofcia , 

Panopolis , and, laftly, Antapolis , io called from Antans , whom 
Hercules flew. Coptos , now Kept , was a confiderable city near 
the A%, inhabited both by Arabians and Egyptians. The 
Arabian and Indian commodities were carried thither from the 
ifoaf fea by land, and from thence down the iVzA? to Alexan¬ 
dria *. Ptolemy Philadelphus , caufed a good road to be made 
from Coptos to Berenice on the fea, with convenient ftations 
for refting and watering, which were called Hydria. Formerly 
the chriftians were veiy numerous in Coptos , whence in de- 
rifion the Mohammedans called all the Egyptian chriftians Copts. . 

Thebes , called alfo Diofpolis , or the city of "Jupiter , was one Defcrip- 
of the nobleft cities in the world. Its grandeur and magnifi- tion of 
cence have been celebrated by many Greek and Roman writers. Thebes* 
Strabo , who was on the fpot, fays, its length was ten miles, 
which is nothing to its antient extent before it was ruined by 
Cambyfes , when we are told, it was no lefs than 52 miles and a 
half in circuit. Its wealth was fo immenfe that after it had 
been plundered by the Perfians , what was found, on burning 
the remains of the pillage, amounted to more than 300 talents 
of gold, and 2300 talents of Silver. According to Homer , the 
city had a 100 gates, and could fend out of each gate 10,000 
fighting men, and 200 war chariots. Some, however, think 
that the city had no walls, and by the 100 gates are meant the 
temples, or the palaces of great men f. 

The city feems to have been built on both ftdes of the Nile, 
and in Strabo's time, it flood chiefly on the eaft fide of the 
river. There are ftill to be feen temples and palaces almofl 
entire, adorned with innumerable columns and ftatues. One 
of the temples, according to Diodorus , was a mile and a half 
in circumference, and 45 cubits in height, with walls 24 feel- 
thick. A modern traveller thinks that the temple even ex¬ 
ceeded the defcription of Diodorus. Hence avenues extending 
as far as the eye can fee, adorned on each fide with fphinxcs ana 
coloflal ftatues conduift to three portico’s, whole height is 
amazing to behold. The temple has other five grand portico’s 
and gates without avenues, but of the fineft marble, aiid adorn¬ 
ed with hieroglyphics and coloflal ftatues. The author taking 
fome meafures of one of thefe ftatues, found the hand to be 
16 inches broad, and the head 5 feet 6 inches long; From the 
outer court to the inner temple there were in fome places two 
rows of pillars 40 feet high, and eight in diameter* which had 


* Pfin. 1. 5. b. ix. and I. 6. c. xxiii. f Homer Iliad, x. ver. 381* 

Mela 1 . 1. c. ix. Strabo 1 . 17. Diodor. 1 . Pocock. Defcrip. of 
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plinths above their capitals, as though ftatues had been to be 
placed upon them. In the inner temple there are 16 rows of 
pillars one way, and 18 the other, the two middle rows being 
11 feet diameter, and the others 8. The whole temple both 
within and without is covered with hieroglyphics, and other 
reprefentnticns. Befides the inner temple, within the court, 
are a great many different buildings, which are now very much 
ruined. Many other grand ruins are difcovered in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the temple, but their original defign cannot be fo 

eafily traced. 

Of die fe- ] n the mountains near Thebes are ftill to be feen the moft mag¬ 
nificent fepulchres of the Theban kings. You enter the rock 
by a gallery about io feet wide and io feet high, and upwards 
of 30 feet long. This gallery conducts to another of the fame 
form ; and fo oir to a third, and fourth, and fifth, at the end of 
which is a large fpacious room, in which is feen the tomb of 
the king, with his figure cut in relievo on the lid, or painted 
at full length on the ft one. The fides and cielings of the room 
are cut with hieroglyphics, fome of which are painted and 
ftill look as frefh as if juft finifhed. 

The fla- Not far from thefe tombs are the two coloffal ftatues of Mm- 
tues of non s Handing about 30 feet afunder, and made of a particular 
Mem non. kind of porous hard granite. The height of one of the ftatues 

from the bottom of the foot to the top of the knee is about 29 
feet, and from the bottom of the foot to the ancle two feet fix 
inches. Here are alfo the remains of two ftatues of black 
granite, one of which is fuppofed by fome to have been the 
famous ftatue of Mcmnon, which is faid daily to have uttered 
a found as foon as it was touched, by the rays of the rifing 
fun. Strabo owns, that he himfelf heard the found, but adds, 
that he did not know whether it proceeded from the bafe, or 
the ftatue, or the people about it, fo that he fufpeCted a trick, 
which it doubtlefs was. 

On the weftern fliore of the Red fea, towards the north there 
were fevcral confiderable cities belonging to Egypt. On the 
meft northern point flood Heroopolis , or the city of Heroes , 
and Arftnoe , which laft is now called Suez. Farther fouth were 
fituated Adyes, Albus Portus , and Berenice. 
s Middle Egypt , called Hepianomis , from the feven names or 
in Middle prefectures into which it was divided, comprehended all the; 

country north from Thebais, as far as the Delta , where the 
Nils divides into different branches. In early times it was alfo 

On the weft fide of the river 
about 15 miles fouth of the Delta flood Memphis , built, as is 


I 1 • « 

i ns cuie 


A ?. / * 
•i > /' 


full of large and noble cities. 


fuppofed, by Menes the fir ft king of Egypt., and for many ages 
the metropolis of the whole kingdom. There are now no 
more remains of fo great a city than if it had never exiftedj 
tile beft part of its ruins being probably carried off to Alexan¬ 
dria, and other cities, and the reft buried by the overflowing 
of the Nile. It was great and populous even in the time of 


Strabo, who calls it the fccond after Alexandria , and was adorn¬ 
ed 
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J ed by many magnificent temples, one particularly of the tfod 
' Apis , whom they worfhiped, under the»appearance of an ox 
that was kept and fed with great care and ceremony. A few 
miles fouth from Memphis lay Acanthus , where was a great tem¬ 
ple, dedicated to Ofiris . The Nile here formed a pretty large 
ifland, in which were the two cities Heracleopolis , where the 
' Ichneumon was worfhiped, and Nilopolis. The following cities 
were likewife found in this divifion, namely, Arfmoe, where 
the crocodile was worfhiped; Oxyrynchus , fo called from a fifh 
of that name worfhiped all over Egypt j Hermopolis , or the 
city of Mercury ; Aphnditopolis , or the city of Ancu- 

ropolh , or the city of Anchors ; Cynopolis , or the city of ZWr, 
where that animal was worfhiped; and Antinoopolis , built by 

in honour of his favourite Antinous : though fome 
imagine the emperor did not build a new city, but embellifhed 
an old city named Befa, which was afterwards called Befan- 

tinoopolis. J 

Lower Egypt, which reached from the divifion of the Nile to The tU 
the Mediterranean fea, was called Delta , from its triangular ties in 
figure and refemblance to the Greek letter of that name. Near lower 
the lake Marea , or Mareotis , the ancients mention the follow- Egyph 
ing cities, Plinthinc , Monocomium Gobii , Almyra , Hierax, Ta- 
f ofiris , Phomotis , Marea. This lake, according to was 

formerly navigable, and was 300 ftadia in length, and half as 
much in breadth. It appears from Virgil and Horace , that the 
adjoining country was once famous for excellent wine. 

Between the lake and the canopic branch of the Nile flood 
1 feveral cities of no fmall note, particularly Alexandria , founded 
by Alexander the Great, and after his death made the capital of 
all Egypt by the Ptolemies. This city, in the days of Auguflus, 
was reckoned the next to Rome for the grandeur, magnificence, 
and number of its buildings, very few remains of which are 
. now to be feen. Its extent Was about fifteen miles, and 
the royal palace, which was pleafantly fituated by the fea, 
took up about one fifth of the city. Near a mile from the fhore 
. was the ifland of Pharos , which almoft enclofed a bay about 
three leagues wide. One of the kings joined this ifland to 
the continent by a mole, fo that it became a part of the city* 

On the eaft end of it the famous light-houfe, called Pbaros i 
Was erected for the ufe of fea-faring people, which was reck¬ 
oned one of the wonders of the world $ but now only fome* 
of its remains are feen covered by the fea. For feverai cen¬ 
turies Alexandria was the city of the greateft trade in the world* 
being the only center of all the European traffic with Arabia i 
Eerfta, India , and the eattern coafts of Africa* In confequence 
of its extenfive trade, it abounded with wealth, profufion, aiid 

luxury, fo that the Alexandrian voluptuoufnefs became & 
proverb. 

About four miles from Alexandria flood Nicopolis , fo called 
Lom the victory Auguflus gained there over Anthony . In its 
Neighbourhood lay Canopus , faid to be built by the Spartans oii 

E % theitf 
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their return from the 7 rojan war, and infamous for the diflo- 
lute manners of its inhabitants. From thence fouthwards on 
that branch of the Nile , were placed feveral considerable cities. 
In the Delta , between the canopic or moft wefterly branch of 
the Nile, and the pelufian or eafterly branch, were Situated 
Metelis on the canopic branch, and Naucratis a little fouth 
from the firft fubdivifion of the canopic branch. Not far from 
thence was Sals-, formerly the capital of Lower Egypt , where 
there was a famous temple of Minerva , and before it a fur- 
priling room cut out of one ftone, on the outfide twenty-one 
cubits long, fourteen broad, and eight high, and within above 
eighteen feet in length, twelve broad, and five high, 2000 men 
being employed three years iri bringing it down by water from 
Elephantina. Northwards from Sals ftood Cabafa and Butus, 
famous for the oracle of Latona. Many other cities of note 
were fituated on and between the different channels of Delta, 
which whole territory was fuppofed by fome to be an accef- 
fion of land to Egypt , and to have been formed by the foil 
brought down by the Nile in its yearly overflowings. Tho’ 
large rivers, efpecially if they run from high countries, form 
banks at their mouth, which in time become firm and dry 
land; yet confidering the little alteration which has been in 
this part of Egypt for above 2000 years paft, it is not likely that 
the A 7 Z?, that flows without rapidity, ever brought down foil 
Sufficient to form any confiderable new territory. 

Eaftfrom the Delta , but on the banks of the Nile, ftood Bu- 
bajlus , fo called from Diana , or Bubajlis , where there was a 
magnificent temple dedicated to that goddefs. On the fame 
bank, farther fouth, was Seated Onias, fo called from the Jcw- 
ijb prieft of that name, who built a temple there in oppolition 
to that of Jenfalcm. On this fide of the river likewife ftood 
Babylon , fiiid by Diodorus to have been built by fome captives 
f Babylon in Chaldea , who at firft plundered the country 
from a hill, whither they had efcaped, where they afterwards, 
upon obtaining a pardon, founded a city, and called it Baby¬ 
lon. Ptolomy mentions a canal between this city and the Red 
Sea, which he calls the canal of Trajan, who either made or 
repaired it. This city was alfo the ftation of a Roman legion. 
A cnr.al Not far from it began the canal called the canal of the kings, 
joining from the pelufian branch to the Red Sea. This canal, which 
tlicAv le ' vas 100 cubits in breadth, and of depth Sufficient to carry the 
and the largeft veflels, was begun by Scfojlris king of Egypt , and after 
Red Sea. I?, 11 ? interruption carried on and compleated by his fucceffors. 

towards the mouth of this branch of the Nile ftood the city 
felufhm , fo called from its marfhy Situation, tho’ fome think 
it got its name from Pdens , the father of Achilles, who founded 

reckoned the key of Egypt , becaufe whoever was 
matter of it, commanded the paffage into Egypt. Several other 
cities lay Detween it and the confines of Palejline , and more 

iouthwards towards Arabia ftood Phagroriopolis and Heliopolis ,| 

or! 
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or the city of the Sun , which is commonly thought to be the On 

of fcripture. 

Sefojlris and other kings of Egypt , divided the kingdom into 
feveral governments or prefectures, called by the Egyptians 
Tabir , and by the Greeks Names ; the number of which was 
uncertain, and varied according to the pleafure of the kings. 

One of the greateft wonders of Egypt is the Nile , which by A defcrip- 
its regular overflowings, waters the whole country, and richly tionof the 
fupplies the want of rain. The fources of this river, which Nile. 
are now difcovered to be in Ethiopia , were fo abfolutely un¬ 
known to the ancients, that they thought it even impoffible to find 
them. The river enters Egypt almoft under the tropic of Cancer , 
pouring itfelfdown in no lei's than feven cataracts, to which, tho* 
very impetuous, the natives neverthelels truft themfelves in fmall 
boats, each of which holds only two perfons. A little below 
the ancient Memphis , the river divided itfelf into two large 
arms, which afterwards formed feven channels, by which it 
emptied itfelf into the fea. The greater part of thefe channels 
have fince been flopped up, and others formed; fo that the 
river is now fuppofed to flow into the fea by above thirty chan¬ 
nels, efpecially at its overflowing. The two principal channels 
at prefent are that of Rofetta, or Rajhid , and of Damietta , or 

Dimyat. 

The ancients were at a lofs to account for the overflowing Thecau- 
of the Nile, which, contrary to other rivers, was higheft in fes of its 
fummer and loweft in winter. The true caufe, however, has overflow- 
been long known, Ptolomy Philadelphus , a very inquifitive prince, ing. 
having fent able perfons on purpofe to examine into it. When 
the fun pafles the equator, and advances towards the northern 
tropic, it is then winter in that part of the torrid zone, the 
rains falling continually for feveral months. In confequence 
of thefe rains, Ethiopia is foon overflowed; and about three 
weeks after, towards the end of May, the Nile begins to 
rife in Egypt. About the end of June, when the river has T] ie t j me 
rifen fourteen or fixteen feet, the overflowing is proclaimed an d C onti- 
through the Egyptian cities by public criers, who regularly pub- nuance of 
lilh its daily increafe, till it rifes to thirty-four feet eight inches, theinun- 
when the dam of the great canal is cut down, which entitles dation, 
the fultan to a certain tribute. If the water encreafes to the 
height of about fifty feet, according to the account of fome 
moderns, which greatly exceeds that of the ancients, it is 
judged moft favourable j but if it fhould either be confiderably 
lower or higher, a barren year enfues, or the country fuftains 
great damage. The greateft height according to the accounts 
both of the ancients and moderns, happens about the end of 
September , when the river begins to decreafe, and in about three 
months returns within its banks. 

The plenty and riches of Egypt chiefly depend upon the 
overflowing of the Nile j the day the river rofe to fuch a height 
as fecured plenty, has always been obferved by the Egyptians 
as a grand feftival. By a long feries of regular obfervations 
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upon the rifmg of the river, the plenty or fcarcity of the fol¬ 
lowing harveft was afcertained, and the inhabitants knew be¬ 
fore'!!, rd what they might promife themfelves or fear from the 

^To'difcover the regular increafe of the river, columns were 
erected in different places, on which equal divifions were 
S marked. And ’tis fuppofed the Sphinxes were made as fymbo- 
lic reprefcntutions to denote the time when the inundation hap¬ 
pened. Thefe figures had the head of a woman and the body 
of a lion, fignifying that the Nile overflowed when the fun was 
|n the celeltial figns Leo and Virgo. Several of thefe fphinxes 
are ftill to be feen, one particularly near the pyramids, cut out 
of a rock, of a prodigious fize. It is now wholly covered with 
fand, except the head and neck. According to Tberoenot , it is 
26 feet high, and 15 feet from the ear to the chin ; but by Pli¬ 
ny's account, the head was no lefs than 102 feet in circuit, and 
raifed above the belly 62 feet, and the body, which was 143 
feet long, was thought to be the fepulchre of king Am of is 
The Epyp- As the Nile could not of itfelf overflow the lands every where 
tians hy in the neceflary proportion, the Egyptians , with vaft labour, 
prt render have cut numberlefs canals of a lengt h and breadth proportioned 
the over- to the different fituation and wants of the lands. Thefe canals 
flowing are not permitted to be opened all at once, but firft only in upper 
piore fer- Egypt , and fo on towards the fea as the river rifes ; by which 
viceable. means the water is fo carefully hufbanded, that "tis thought fcarce 

a tenth part of it enters the fca for the firft three months after 

Some places, however, lying too high 
to be watered by the canals, Diodorus tells us the country peo¬ 
ple formerly raifed the water by fpiral pumps, invented by 
Archimedes in his travels into Egypt +. For this purpole they now 
generally ufe wheels turned round by oxen, and having upon 
their extremities earthen pots that hold about (even or eight 
quarts apiece. ’Tis faid, that no lefs than 200,000 oxen are 
daily employed in Egypt in this labour, without reckoning the 
men who draw water in wicker bafkets, fo dole and well made, 


the river begins to rife. 


The great 


that not a drop runs through. 


Egypt abounds in grain of all forts, but particularly rice; and 
fertility of as it formerly was the granary of Rome , 10 it now chiefly fup- 

Agypt. pli es Conjlaniinople. Its extraordinary fertility, which was 

greatly celebrated by ancient writers, and even by Mofes him- 
felf, is owing entirely to the Nile, which exceedingly fatten; 
and enriches the lands by the mud and llime it leaves upon 
them. The Egyptian hulbandman has no labour in cultivating 
the ground, but when the river is retired, mingles a little fand 
with the earth to abate its ftrength ; then fows his feed with 
almoft no charge. Providence, however, has not intended he 
fliould be idle; for the time which in other countries is ufed tc 


drefs the ground, is by him employed in watering it. The feed 



* Pliny Nat. Hift. 1 , xxxyi. c. 12. f Diod. 1 . i. p. 30. 1 . v. p.313 

tints 


I 


55 


OF THE WORLD. 

time in Egypt is in OSiober and November , foon after the over¬ 
flowing ; and before the earth is again covered with the next 
inundation, it generally yields three or four different crops. 

What is molt furprillng is, that the fecundity caufed by the 
overflowing of the Nile, reaches even to mankind and animals. 

For by conftant experience it is found, that the new waters 
make the women fruitful, whether they bathe in them or drink 
them. They ufually conceive in July and Auguft , and are de¬ 
livered in April and May. The cows alfo almoft always bring 
two calves at a time. The Iheep yean twice a year, having 
two lambs the firft time, and but one the fecond. A goat is 
often feen followed by four kids, which fhe has brought in 
fix months. The paftures are moft excellent, the grafs gene¬ 
rally growing to the height of the cattle. 

Egypt , at two fealbns of the year, prefents two different and Two dif- 
very delightful profpe&s. In the months of July and Auguft , ferent 
if you afcend fome mountain, or one of the jargeft pyramids, fcenespre- 
you behold a wide fea, in which numberlefs towns, villages, fenced by 
and fpires appear, with fome caufeways for communication, Egypt at 
intermixed with groves and fruit-trees whofe tops only are vi- twodiffer- 
fible, the diverfified feene being terminated by mountains and ent fea- 
woods at a great diftance. On the other hand, in the winter, fons. 
that is about January and February , the whole country appears 
one verdant meadow, richly enamelled with all kinds of flowers. 

On every fide are feen herds and flocks of cattle fcattered over 
the plain, with an infinite number of gardeners and hufband- 
men. The air is then perfumed by the great quantity of blof- 
foms on the orange, lemon, and other trees, and is fo pure, 
that a man cannot breathe one more wholefome or agreeable ; 
nature then, as it were dead in other climates, feeming to re¬ 
vive only for the fake of fo delightful an abode *. 

We mall now take a view of the animal and vegetable pro- Of the 
du&ions of Egypt. The crocodile and hippopotamus are both animals of 
inhabitants of the Nile. The crocodiles are killed by the na- Egypt. 
fives after various manners. They fometimes bait an iron 
hook at the end of a rope with a piece of flefh, and when the 
crocodile is hooked, they pull him to land and kill him. Some¬ 
times they flrike them as they fleep under the belly with a 
flake armed with a bearded point of iron, and alfo fallened to 
a rope. Some who were hired to catch them, ufed a moft ex¬ 
traordinary means. Where the crocodile ufed to come, they 
tied their fon, a young lad, to a flake, and taking two fliort 
clubs in their hand, one of which was wound round at the 
end with a very large ball of courfe thread dipped in pitch, 
laid themfelves down on their belly. As the crocodile ap¬ 
proached and opened his mouth to feize the boy, the father 
thruil the ftaff with the pitched ball into his mouth, which 
flicking in his teeth and entangling him, the man with the 
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Other club broke his back and killed him. The inhabitants of 
'Tentyris were very bold and dextrous in hunting thefe crea¬ 
tures. They even ventured to leap on their backs in the wa¬ 
ter, and as they opened their mouths to bite, they thruft a 
flick acrofs their jaws, with which they managed them as with 
a bridle, and brought them to land and killed them: fo that 
thefe creatures were terrified with their voice and fmell. The 
Arabs of Upper Egypt are very fond of the fiefh of the crocodile, 
which when it is young is white, fat, and delicious. 

The hippopotami are common in upper Egypt ; but are fcarce 
to be met with in any part of lower Egypt. It is rare to fee 
two of them together; and they are fo diftruftful, and fly fo 
fwiftly from their purfuers, that they are very feldom taken. 
Befides wild and tame oxen, camels, affes, goats, and fheep, of 
which there is the greatefl plenty in Egypt , there are a vaft 
pumber of antelopes, and a large kind of ape with a head fome- 
what like a dog, whence it was called Cynocephalus. The little 
or land crocodile (fuppofed to be the fcincus of Pliny) is about 
the bignefs of a lizard, and has a round tail covered with feales. 
It is found near the Nile and the Red Sea , and ufually feeds on 
the moft odoriferous flowers. Its flefli being ufed in phyfic, 
great numbers of them are brought to Venice and other places. 

The Egyptian rat, called by the ancients Ichneumon , is of the 
fize of a cat, with very rough hair. It has fhort black legs, a 
tail like a fox, and nofe like a hog, with which it digs up the 
earth. By its natural inftinft, it hunts out and breaks the 
crocodiles eggs, thereby preventing too great an increafe of 
that deftrudtive creature. The naturalifls alfo fay, that it is 
fo greedy after the crocodile’s liver, that rolling itfelf in mud, 
it flips down his throat while he fleeps with his mouth open, 
and gnaws its way out again. 

In Egypt there are great numbers of oflriches, eagles, hawks, 
pelicans, flamingos or phaenicopteri, wild geefe, herons, ducks, 
and various other forts of birds. Thofe peculiar to the Nile 
are the rice-hen, or hen of Dimyat , the goofe with golden fea¬ 
thers, the fakfak and the ibis. The two laft are remarkable. 
The fakfak, which is the trochilus of the ancients, is the only 
creature with which the crocodile is in friendfhip, and 
picks and clears his mouth of the leaches which infeflr it. The 
ibis is fo peculiar to Egypt, that it pines away and dies if car¬ 
ried elfewhere. It is of great ufe in that country, by deftroy- 
ing the flying ferpents,. which are brought by the fouth winds 
from the deferts of Lybia , and are fhaped like the water-fnakes, 
with wings like a bat. In the proper feafon of the year, thefe 

u r m num ^ ers > by a peculiar inflindl, go and wait on 
the frontiers for thefe ferpents, and devour them as they fly, 
before they enter Egypt. 

In the Ntle there are abundance of fifh, four forts of which 
are excellent. 7 here are alfo fine fifh in many lakes in differ¬ 
ent places of Egypt , particularly in the Delta. The revenue one 
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3 f thefe lakes alone brings into the emperor’s treafury, amounts 

to no lefs than 40,000 crowns a year. 

Woods are very rare in Egypt , and trees do not thrive there Of thevo- 
ivithout great care and cultivation. There are, however, fruit oetables 
trees of feveral forts, fome cedars, though not fo large as in of Egypt. 
Syria ; but of all others the palm trees are the moft common. 

'^ T e (hall mention a few of the different kinds of plants, which 
are very numerous. The reed papyrus, or bybius, called at 
prefent by the natives al berdi, grows on the banks of the Nile, 
and (hoots out a ftalk of nine or ten feet high. The leaves 
are like the blade of a fword, and are uled to keep wounds 
open, which if not inveterate, are alfo cured by the allies of the 
ftalk. Of this plant the ancients made their writing paper, by 
working the pith of the ftalk into a white pafte or glue, almoft 
in the fame manner as the linnen-rags are now manufactured. 

Some, however, fay, that the paper was made of the inner 
rind of the plant. In early times this reed was of great fervice 
to the Egyptians ; for they did not only ufe it as food, but made 
clouhs, boats, and domeftic utenfils of it, and alfo crowns for 
their gods, and Ihoes for their priefts; but more ufeful inven¬ 
tions fucceeding, the plant is now entirely negleCted. 


m 

I 


me - tine 


he flax of Egypt , efpecially one fort of it, was fo exceed- 

and drolled and fpun fo curioufly, that the threads 


eoui'i fearer* be feen *. It was cultivated and manufactured by 
th- Bgy*r.::n;u to lb great an extent, that befides fupplying their 
home comumpt ion, which was very general, they carried on a 
great trade with it to foreign parts, their fine linen being in the 
greateft requeft all over the eaft. The lotus , which grows plen- 


Egypt 


\ph 


water-lily. Its leaves float on the furface of the water, and it 
produces many flowers formerly wove into the crowns of con¬ 
querors. Its pulp and root ferved for food to the ancient Egyp¬ 
tians, and the Arabs, at this day, eat the head and ftalk of it, 
and alfo make a drink of it, which is cooling and falutary. 
There are many other plants in great abundance, the fruits or 
roots of which afford fiich excellent food, that the Egyptians 
might almoft be maintained by them without the ufe of corn; 

and formerly the labouring people fcarce lived on any thing 
elfe. 

What chiefly raifes the admiration of travellers in Egypt , is 


pofterity. 


.ory 


Egyp 


many pyramids 


Egypt 


lerfo 


are 


hollow, riling from a bafe generally of a fquare form, and ter¬ 
minating in a point. Thofe which have been chiefly taken 
notice of and deferibed by travellers, ftand on the weft fide of 


Of the ar¬ 
tificial ra¬ 
rities of 
Egypt. 
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the Nile, not far from the feat of the ancient Memphis. Thi 
number of thefe is about twenty, three of which ftanding neai 
together, are moft coniiderable. From whence they were callec 
pyramids, is uncertain. Some think they were fo named bj 
the Greeks from their ihape, which refembies a rifing flame, 
the wo- ’ pyr in Greek dignifying fire. Others imagining they 
we 1 e granaries of the ancient Egyptians, derive their name from 
the Greek word pyros 9 which Signifies wheat. Another writet 
derives ihe name from the Coptic word pouro, a king , and mij\ 
a race or generation , fuppofing they were built to perpetuate the 
memory of their kings. 

ivy -whom the pyramids were built, is equally uncertain, 
Jojevirus and feveral moderns have fuppofed they were erected 
by the JJraelites during their bondage in Egypt ; but according 
to die leriptures, the iiavilh employment of the Jews was the 
making of bricks, whereas all thefe pyramids are of ftone. 
Others think they were built by the patriarch JoJ'eph , for gra¬ 
naries to lay up the corn of the plentiful years ; but the grofs 
folidiry of the ftru&ures, and the few rooms they contain, 
overthrows this opinion. According to Herodotus , Cheops , 
or Chetnnis , built the largeil of the remarkable pyramids. 
However, Diodorus confefl’es that it does not appear by whom 
they were built; and this uncertainty Pliny mentions as a juft 
reward of the vanity and ufelefs oftentation of the undertakers. 

Though the pyramids that are Hill to be feen appear from 
their figure and fize to be able to refill all the injuries of time 
for very many centuries, yet many others which ancient wri¬ 
ters have taken particular notice of, have been long fince ruined 
and defaced. Herodotus mentions a large one that flood at the 
end of the labyrinth, with a fubterraneous paflage to it, and 
large figures of animals engraved upon it. Pliny alfo mentions 
feveral pyramids built near the labyrinth; and king Maris alfo 
built two pyramids in the midfl of a lake which he dug. Thefe 
pyramids were each a furlong in height, and flood one half 
above the water, and the other half below ; and on the top of 
each was placed a marble flatue or colofl'us, fitting on a throne. 
Another king alfo built a pyramid of brick, with this infeription 
cut in ftone, Compare me not with the pyramids of done ; for I os 
far excell them, as Jupiter does the other gods. For Jinking the 
bottom of the lake with long poles , and gathering the mud which 
fuck on them , thereof they made bricks , and formed me in that 
manner *. 

Though the precife time when the pyramids were built can¬ 
not bp afeertained, yet the leaft antiquity that can be allowed 
them feems to be near 3000 years ; fince Herodotus , who lived 
2000 years ago, was able to find fo little fatisfa&ion in his en¬ 
quiries about them ; and Diodorus , who lived before the birth 
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of our Saviour, fuppofes the great pyramid to have been built 
at Ieaft i ooo years before his time. 

’Tis fuppofed the pyramids were built for fepulchres and For what 
monuments of the dead. This is the opinion of a great many purpofes 
authors of the bell authority, and the tomb, which at this ere&ed. 
day Hands in the firft pyramid, puts it out of all doubt. But 
what motive influenced the Egyptian kings to build fepulchres 
at fuch vail expence, cannot be fo eafily determined. Arijlotle 
makes them the works of tyranny ; and Pliny conjectures, that 
they were built partly from ollentation, and partly out of Hate 
policy, to prevent the people from feditions and rebellions. 

Others aflign higher reafons arifing from the theology of the 
Egyptians , who believing, that while the body lafied the foul 
continued with it, were moll follicitoufly concerned to preferve 
the corps from corruption. 

The firft of the three remarkable pyramids above-mention- A defcnp r 
ed, is fituated on the border of the fandy defert of Lybia , about bon of the 
a quarter of a mile from the plains of Egypt , on a rock that great py- 
rifes by a gentle afeent no feet. Many authors, both ancient rarnid. 
and modern, have given i s the dimenfions of this pyramid : 
but without perpl -xing our readers with their different ac¬ 
counts, we hull give them the exa£t defcription of them by a 
countryman of our own, who leerns to have ufed great accu¬ 
racy. The four fides of the bafe are equilateral, and each lide 
meafures 693 Engiijf) feet, the fuperficial contents of the area 
being 430,249 feet, or feme thing more than eleven acres of 
ground. Its height, though generally magnified by the an¬ 
cients, is only 481 feet, which is very little more than the 
height of the top of the cupola of St. Paul 's church in London. 

The gradual tapering to the top does not form one plain fur- 
face ; but as the building riles, it is fucceflively benched in 
on every fide, forming all round fo many large Heps, the lower- 
moll of which is near four feet in height, and three in breadth. 

Though the top, to a fpe&ator at the bottom, appears a point, 
yet it is a fine platform of about thirteen feet fquare, compofed 
of ten or twelve malty Hones. The Heps are not all of equal 
bulk, but diminilh gradually to the top. They are formed 
of large polilhed Hones, faid to have been hewn out of the 
mountains towards the eafl of upper Egypt. One Hone corn- 
pleats the height of each row of the Heps, and the Hones are 

joined both within and without in the clofeH and frriootheft 
manner. 

As there is no window or opening to admit the light, thofe 
that would view the infide muH carry lights with them. The 
entrance is by a fquare narrow paffage about the middle of the 
north fide on the 16th Hep. The breadth of the pallage is little 
more than 3 feet, and it declines for 9Z feet and a half in the 
proportion of 8 feet every 20. It then begins gently to rife ; 
but is fo choaked with fand at this place, that a man muH Hide 
on his belly clofe to the ground, and grate his back againH the 

?ngle of the roof-Hone. Beyond this Hreight there is a hole on 

the 
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the right hand about 89 feet in length, the height and breadth 
various, and not worthy confideration. On the left hand, climb¬ 
ing up a deep and mafly ftone eight or nine feet high, you enter 
the firft gallery, the breadth and height of which is about live 
feet, and the length no feet. The pavement rifes gently, and 
confifts of fmooth polifhed marble of a white and alabafter co¬ 
lour. At the end of it are two paflages, one horizontal and the 
other rifing. In the entry of that which is level is a well, 
mentioned by Pliny , which is circular, and about three feet dia¬ 
meter, now almoll filled with rubbifh. At the end of it is a 
gallery no feet long, which leads to a vaulted chamber of a 
grave-like fmell and half full of rubbifh. This chamber (lands 
due eaft and weft, and is about 20 feet long, 17 broad, and near 
15 high. The walls are intire, and plaiftered over with lime. 
The afeending palfage above-mentioned is very magnificent. It 
rifes gradually, is 26 feet high, and a little more than 6 feet 
broad, a ftone bench, about a foot and a half high and as much 
broad, running along on each fide. It is roofed and covered on 
each fide with large tables of white polifhed marble in feven 
courfes, each fuperior courfe jetting out about three inches fur¬ 
ther than the inferior. At the end of this admirable gallery you 
enter another, about five feet fquare, which leads to two fmall 
rooms lined with fpeckled marble. Palling the fecond room, 
you enter another fquare hole, over which are fome engravings, 
which are the only fculptures to be obferved in the whole 
pyramid. 

This paflage, which is not long, conducts to a magnificent 
and fpacious chamber, placed as it were in the heart and center 
of the pyramid. The floor, the fides, and the roof, are all 
made of large tables of Thebaic marble, or, according to fome, 
of that kind of porphyry by Pliny called Leucojlittos , being 
fpeckled with black, white, and red fpots. The length of the 
chamber is 34 feet, the breadth 17, and the height 19 feet and a 
half. The ftones that cover the room are of a ftupenduous 
length, and traverfe the room like fo many huge beams, withal 
fupporting an infinite mafs and weight of the pyramid above. 
Within this (lately room (lands the monument of Cheops or 
Chemnis , of one piece of marble, hollow within, uncovered at 
the top, and founding like a bell. It is formed like an altar, or 
two cubes let together, and is cut fmooth and plain, without any 
fculpture or engraving. It is about feven feet three inches long, 
and in depth about three feet three inches. The hollow infwc 
is fix feet in length, and in breadth and depth about two feet. 
There is no more to be fecn within this firft pyramid ; but tra¬ 
vellers obferve a very furprizing echo in it, which repeats no lels 
than ten or twelve times very diftindlly *. 



* Greave’s defcription of the pyramids. 
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I Scarce the flight of an arrow fouthward from the firfl: ftands the The 2d 

! fecond pyramid, of which both ancient and modern writers have rent py- 

! delivered very little. It has no entrance, and is built of white ramid. 
{tones, not near fo large as the firfl:, the Tides rifing fmooth to 
the top without any benching. The whole fabric, except on 
the fouth fide, feems quite intire, free from any deformed 

breaches f. 

At a convenient diftance from this pyramid, and parallel to 
the north-weft Tides of it, runs a ftately and elaborate piece of 
architecture, in length about 1400 feet, and in depth 30 feet. 

It is a row of rooms, fuppofed to have been deligned for the 
lodgings of the Egyptian priefts, cut out of the rock, and 
fquared by the chirfel. On the north fide without there is a line 
engraved in facred Egyptian characters. 

The third pyramid ftands about a furlong from the fecond. ^ 
Though it is not fo large as the other two, yet, as to the ftruc- pyra mid. 
ture, the exquifite workmanfhip and magnificence of the mar- “ 
ble, it far excels them, and is no more decayed than if it were 
newly built. 

By what means thefe immenfeftruCtures were ereCted has been fjovv the 
the fubjeCt of much fpeculation. Herodotus feems to think that pyramids 
after the firfl courfe was laid they raifed other ftones upon it by were e _ 
fhort wooden engines; perhaps he means inclined planes : that re £ted. 
the Hone was raifed from this row to a fecond by another engine 
placed on the firfl flep, and fo on progreflively from benching to 
benching to the top, which he fays was firfl finifhed. Diodorus 
imagines the ftones were raifed on Hoping artificial mounds com- 
pofed of fait and nitre, and that by letting in the river they were 
afterwards diflolved. According to Pliny, the ftones were car¬ 
ried up over brick bridges, which, upon finifhing the work, 
were taken down. Greaves thinks both mounds and bridges 
were ufed, and that a large tower reaching to the top was firfl 
built, and the reft of the building was adjoined to this, piece by 
piece, like fo many buttrefles. 

According to Diodorus 360,000 men, but according to Pliny Thenum- 
366,000 were employed 20 years in building the firfl pyramid, ber of 
Herodotus makes the number of workmen only 100,000, who men em- 
were ten years employed in hewing out the ftones, and twenty ployed, 
years more in building the edifice; and adds, that in his time 
there was an infeription on the pyramid declaring, that 1600 
talents of filver, or about 310,000/. fterling had been expended 
in radifhes, onions, leeks, and garlick, for the workmen. Some 
travellers, obferving that thefe ftrudlures are not all built of the 
fame marble, imagine that the rock on which they are founded 
ferved for a quarry, which perhaps in a great meafure may be 
true. One thing more remarkable in the ftrudlure of the firfl. 
pyramid is, that the four fides of it, and the tomb within, ex¬ 
actly face the four quarters of the world, and confequently mark 
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the 


Iity, was the effect of art and defign, and is a proof of the early 
progrefs of the? Egyptians in aftronomy, and lhews likewife that 
there has been no"afteration in the poles of the earth or the me¬ 
ridian during fo long a fpace of time. Herodotus mentions a fa¬ 
mous bridge°near this pyramid, no remains of which are now to 
be feen. It was about five miles in length, 60 feet broad, and, 
at its greateft altitude, So feet high. It was the work of 


ten 

f polifhed 

of various animals. 

The labyrinth was another celebrated ftru&ure in Egypt , and, 
according to the opinion of Herodotus who faw it, was Itill more 
admirable than the pyramids.. For what purpofe this ftrufture 
was buiit, or who were its builders, is uncertain. Some affirm 
it was defigned for a tomb, others for a palace, and others for a 
temple ; and as there was more than one building of this kind, 
it is not always evident if the deferiptions of authors can be ap¬ 
plied to the great labyrinth, which was fituated on the fouth fide 
of the great artificial lake Maris. 

According to Herodotus and Diodorus this amazing ftrucfture 
was the work of twelve cotemporary Egyptian kings, who built 
it at their common charge, as a monument of their reign, and 
were buried there. It is fuppofed to have been intended as a 
Pantheon or univerfal temple of all the Egyptian deities fepa- 
rately worlhiped in the different provinces and cities. It 
was alfo the place of the general affembly of the magiftrates of 
the whole nation, who met here to feaft and facrihce and to 
judge caufes of the greateft confequence, every no?ne or province 
having its feparate palace. Authors don’t agree as to the number 
of palaces. Herodotus fays there were twelve palaces, magnifi¬ 
cently and regularly difpofed, having all a communication with 


each other. That 


He 


that 


bers, 1500 in the upper part, and as many under ground, 
viewed every room in the upper part; but was not permitted to 
fee the fubterraneous part, as the fepulchres of the kings and of 
the holy crocodiles were there. He reports that what he faw 
feemed to furpafs the art of man. The variety of rooms was 
infinite, and all the roofs and walls within were incrufted with 
marble, adorned with figures of fculpture. Others add, 
all the pillars were of marble of Syene, and the porch of Parian 
marble; that the afeent, which confifted of 90 fteps, was 
adorned with many columns of porphyry, coloffal ftatues of 
their kings, and images of their gods. The whole edifice con¬ 
fifted of ftone, the roof appearing like a wide field of ftone. 
The various intricacy of the paffages rendered it impoffible fora 
Arranger without a guide to find his way in or out; and feveral of 


the apartments were fo contrived, that on opening of the door 
there was hoard within a terrible noife like that of thunder *. 
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So great was the folidity of this ftru£ture, that for many ages 
it withftood not only the rage of time, but of the inhabitants of 
%Her acleopolis , who ftrove to demolifh it, becaufe they had an 
’f enmity to the crocodile, and worlhiped its mortal enemy the 
$ ichneumon . However, Pliny fays it was remaining in his days ; 
iand though the Arabs have fince helped to ruin it, a confiderable 
part of it is ftill Handing, called by the people of the country 
the palace of Charon. Some of the ancient fplendor is Hill to be 
[• obferved in thefe remains. Towards the eaft is feen a large por¬ 
tico of marble, fupported by four great marble pillars, though 
not each of one piece. Of thefe pillars one is now half fallen. 

In the middle is a door whofe fides and entablature are very 
mafl’y 5 an d above are feveral doors in different ftories that con¬ 
duced into apartments now ruined. The face of the building 
is adorned with variety of fculptures. Palling through the por¬ 
tico, which bears no refemblance to any of the prefent orders of 
architeCure, you enter into a magnificent hall 40 feet high, co¬ 
vered with tables of marble, each 25 feet long and three broad. 

You then proceed through another portico into another hall, 
and then through a third portico into a third hall, which has alfo 
a portico on its oppofite fide. There are many chambers alfo 
llill remaining; and our author taking the precaution which 
Ariadne taught Thefeus , and providing himfelf with above 2000 
fathom of thread, and l'ome chopped ftraw to ftrew in his way, 
went into above 150 of them. He was often obliged to creep 
on his belly, and to remove rubbifh; but, with all his endea- 
' vours, he was not able to go very far *. 

i How admirable foever the labyrinth was, yet the lake Maris, The lake 
near which it ftood, is faid to be yet more wonderful. As the too Maris. 
fcanty or too exceffive overflowing of the Nile was equally de¬ 
trimental to Egypt , Maris , one of the kings, to prevent thefe 
two inconveniencies, caufed this lake to be dug, which after¬ 
wards went by his name. According to Herodotus , Diodorus , 
jand Pliny, its circumference was 354 miles, which includes a 
Space larger than the moft extenfive county in England , and 
Itherefore juftly reckoned incredible to be the work of men’s 
hands, confidering at the fame time its depth, which in fome 
t ‘parts is 50 fathoms. The account of Pomponius Mela is much 
more moderate, and, according to him, its circuit was only 20 
miles. A late traveller fays it is about half a league broad, and 
jin circuit about 12 leagues j however, according to a modern 
tradition of the inhabitants, it was formerly much larger, and 
fane place left by the water is now become a dangerous quick¬ 
sand f. In the middle of the lake, as mentioned above, for¬ 
merly ftood two pyramids 600 feet high, built before the water 
as admitted, which afterwards reached up half their height, 

(The water was fupphed from the Nile by a large canal, about 
eight miles long and 300 feet broad, on which were feveral 
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fluices, the opening or (hutting of which was attended ever 
time with an expence of near 10,000/. fterling. On the othe 
hand, the lake was of great fervice to the adjacent countrj 
fometim.es by receiving the Superfluous waters of the Nile , an 
at others by Supplying water to the lands, by many Small canal* 
which are hill Subfifting almoft intire. The lake alio brough 
in a considerable revenue to the princes by the fifhery, whici 
continually employed a great number of people. 

The other buildings and admirable works of the ancien 
Egyptians , if they were to be particularly deScribed, would re 
quire Several volumes; therefore cannot come within the com 
pafs of our defign. When Rome was in its glory, the ver 
Spoils of them made the greateft ornaments of that city. Hoi 
great then mull have been the opulence, grandeur, and magni 
licence of Egypt at its moft flourishing period, which com 
menced early, the arts being far advanced here, while the othe 
parts of the world were in barbarity and ignorance! 

************************ 

CHAP. II. 

Of the antiquity* government , laws, religion , cufioms , oris 

learning, and trade , of the ancient Egyptians. 


The anti- Y?EW nations can pretend to an equal antiquity with the Eg)} 
quityof JP tians. Their country alone has borne the name of a fon 0 
the 8 gyp- Noah. Though it is not certain whether Ham himfelf made 
tians. any Settlement there, yet his fon Mizraim certainly peoplet 

Egypt with his own ifiue, who inhabited Several parts of it 
The Egyptians however, ignorant of their true delcent, pre¬ 
tended even to a higher antiquity, and aflerted that they wen 
the firft men in the world, alleging what they thought a demon- 
ftration of their opinion. Mankind and animals, they faid, mud 
have been originally produced in their country, which every 
year, on account of the temperature of its climate, and the fe¬ 
cundity of the Nile, gave proofs of Spontaneous generation. Fa 
when the Nile retired, the rich flime, animated by the rays 0! 
the fun, generated an innumerable quantity of mice, fomeol 
which appeared only half formed, the fore-part of the body 
bein" alive, while the earth which was to form the other pat 
continued inanimate. The difcoveries of philofophy have lont 
(ince overturned this abfurd plea, and the notion of Spontaneous 
generation is now rejected ; though it is allowed, and frequently 
obferved, that a concurrence of proper caufes will occafion: 
prodigious increafe of vermin; yet, by the careful enquiriesoj 
the moft accurate naturalifts, it is found, that neither an anima 
nor plant can be produced without the feed of its proper Species 
The mice Spoken of by the Egyptians were perhaps of that kinc 
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m ight therefore be mi (taken for imperfed animals. 

The Egyptians are faid to have been the firft who found out Their go- 
the rules of government proper for an extenfive kingdom, vernment 
Their laws and inftitutions were formed to make life eafy and a and laws, 
people happy, and were highly reverenced even by other nations, 
and particularly the Grecians , whofe moft illuftrious fages and 
lawgivers travelled thither to acquaint themfelves therewith, and 
to draw from that fountain whatever was moft rare and valuable 
in every kind of learning. 

The crown of Egypt was hereditary; but the Egyptian princes 
were not ablblute. According to Diodorus , they were even un¬ 
der more reftraint from the laws than their fubjeds, their private 
way of life being regulated by certain facred ttatutes. No (lave 
bought with money, or fervant bought in their own houfe, was 
admitted into their fervice; but they were attended by the fons 
of theprieftsof moft diftinguifhed birth, who, after having had 
a fuitable education, were, at the age of twenty, placed about 
the king’s perfon, that being waited upon both by day and night 
by men offuch extraordinary merit, he might learn nothing un¬ 
worthy of the royal majefty, and be in the lefs danger of falling 
into any excefs; which princes feldom do, unleis they find, 
among thofe who approach their perfons, encouragers of their 
debauchery and minifters of their paffions. 

There were ftated hours of night as well as day when the Their 
king was indifpenfably obliged to give attention to bufinefs and kings o- 
ferious employment. Early in the morning he perufed the pub- bliged to 
lie difpatches and letters which came from feveral parts of his conform 
dominions. Then bathing himfelf, putting on fplendid attire, to the 
and alliiming the enfigns of his regal office, he went to the temple moft ftridt 
tofacrilice, and, furrounded by his whole court, he aflifted at regulati- 
the prayer pronounced aloud by the high-prieft, who alked for ons. 
health and profperity to the king, becaufe he governed accord¬ 
ing to juftice and the laws of the kingdom. The high-prieft 
then enlarged on his royal virtues, oblerving, that he was pious 
towards the gods, tender towards his people, moderate, juft, 
magnanimous, of ft rich veracity, liberal, mafter of himfelf, 
punifhing below and rewarding above defert. He next fpoke 
with execration of the faults which the king might have com¬ 
mitted through furprize or ignorance; but withal abfolving 
him, and laying the guilt on his minifters and council. This 
method they took to win their kings to the practice of virtue, 
not by {harp admonitions, but by the pleafing praifes due to 
good actions. The facrifice and prayers being ended, the coun¬ 
cils and adions of great men, fit for imitation, were read to the 
king out of the facred records, that he might be inftruded to 
govern his ftate by their maxims, and not vary from the ancient 
eftablifhed cuftoms. 

The king was not obliged to this exadnefs in public affairs 
only, but was fo little mafter of himfelf in private, that he 
could not take the air, converfe with his queen, bathe, or do 
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the moft indifferent thing, but at certain appointed times. Hi 

was not permitted to ehufe what he would eat; but his tabli 
was furnifhed with the moll: fimple food, generally veal o 
goofe, and the quantity of his wine was alfo limited. This rc 


gulation was fo moderate, that it appeared not the inftitution o 


a legiftature, but rather the prefcription of an experienced phy• 
fician for the prefer vat ion oi^ health. Simplicity and frugality 


were in fo great effeem, as Plutarch relates, that on a certaii 


pillar of a temple at Thebes execrations were inferibed againll; 
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king who had hr ft introduced luxury among the Egyptians. Thi 
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king was alfo reftrained from indulging more dangerous appetites 

• I 1 • ^ Y m | • \ 


by wronging or opprefting the fubject. He could not punifh am 

/• /V* • • • f • * 


paftion _ 

otherwife than as the laws ordained ; which was fo far from be¬ 


ing thought harder difhonourabk-by the kings, that on the con 


trary they eftcemed it a lingular blefling. So long as thefe law; 
were obierved, the ftate was floui ifhing and the people happy 


and while the princes behaved with juftice and moderation, the; 


were infinitely dear to their people ; the whole Egyptian nation 


being more follicitous for the king’s i'afety than that of their 


The great wives, children, or polll ifions. Their affections for their kin 


‘i 
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affection appeared in nothing more than in the lamentations they raadi 


o<: trm 
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far their 


them, and the honours they paid them when dead. The 


whole kingdom at that time went into mourning, rending theii 


kings. 


ftiutt 
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i3orifices, feafts, and fblcmnities, for the fpace of 72 days. All 


this while they abilained from all delicacies, neither bathed nor 


anointed themfelves, nor flept in their beds, nor ufed the com 


party of cheir wives, but every one mourned both night and 


day as for the lofs of a beloved fon. On the laft day the body 

_ _ j” 1 • _ - _ . rr . . 1 . /* . 1 c 1 1 » 


was expoied in a coffin at the entrance of the fepulchre, where 


the actions of the dcceafcd were recited, and every one was a! 
full liberty to accufe him. If he had reigned worthily, the nu¬ 
merous multitude prefent fecondcd the applaufe of the priefts 


• BA A 

who pronounced his clogy : hut if he had governed unworthi¬ 
ly? they boldly e.xprcffed their difapprobation, and lometimci 


even denied the corps a folemn burial. The kings, therefore 


frequently did their utmoft to delerve the good opinion of their 
iubjeeis, by an unblameable conduct, left their dead bodies 


piouid be a bull'd, and their memory Walled with eterna 


Tf 


infamy 


tjcai. clivi- 
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Fhe lands were divided into 


had 


kingdom 
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the priefts and their families, tor providing! Sacrifices, and & 


fraying all other expences ot public worfliip ; the fecond be 


longed to the king, and was allotted for the charges of hi 
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wats, ant» the fupport of the regal dignity, which prevents 
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him from laying burdenfomc t 


T upon the people, 

wno had the third part were the foldiers. who were therein 
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encouraged to venture their lives in defence of their coim-' 


r.rv 


* 


priefts j 


I'hev 


'The fame author fays, that the Egyptians were diftinguifhed 
into five orders of men $ namely, priefts, foldiers, fhepherds, 

: bufbandmen, and artificers. 

The king, priefts, and fokliery, made as it were the three Of the 
eftates of the kingdom. The priefts were field in great reve¬ 
rence and efteem, and were always near the king’s perfon, as 
the chief of his council, to aflift him with their advice, to read 
ufeful points of hiftory out of the lacred books, and, by their 
(kill in aftrology and divination, to give their judgments of the 
event of any enterprize. They wore linen garments and fhoes* 
and took particular care to have them always clean 
bathed twice by day and twice by night, and fhaved all parts of 
their bodies once in three days. They were freed from dome- 
V ftic cares, eat the confecrated bread, and were daily furnifhed 
with beef and geefe in abundance, having alfo an allowance 
of wine but were not permitted to eat lifh or beans, which 
lall was abftained from by all the Egyptians.-. 

The foldiers in all the nomes amounted to about 410,000 
men, and were not permitted to learn or exercife any media- 
, nical art, but were obliged, from father to foil, toappjy them- 
Helves to the art of war only. The Scripture informs us that 
:■ they were famous for horfemen and the fkill of guiding cha- 
j riots. For negieit of duty, and other crimes, they were pil¬ 
'd nifhetl with marks of infamy; it being thought more adviicable 
to keep them in order by the motive of honour than the fear of 
; chaftilcment. The portion of land afligned to each of them 
i was twelve arums , or about nine Englifb acres. Two thoufand 
0 of them attended at court as a guard to the king, and were an- 
nually luccceded by the fame number. After all, the Egyptians 
■j cannot be faid to have been a warlike nation : thev rather extended 


* 

itheir dominions by their colonies than by their arms. If the 
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Of the 

foldier:. 



, diately received into the order of priefts, and initiated into their 


Attaining and myfteries. 


priefts, Of th 



:lame occupation, they became the moft expert in agnet 
lof any people in the world. The fhepherds, in like manner* 
.■were always fhepherds, from generation to generation, and by 
dong experience arrived at great fkill in their way. Thofe who 
ftred poultry like wife ufed the advantages of art in their bufi- 
jnc!s; lor not content with the ordinary way of natural in- 
jCrcale, they did not fuffer the fowls to brood, but hatched the 


hufbanis- 
men fhep- 


culture herds, &c. 
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eggs by an artificial warmth. Diodorus does not mention after 
what manner ; but it was moft probably by ovens, which the 
Egyptians at this day ufe for the fame purpofe. In all arts and 


obliged 


room 


a 


ftuck clofely to what he profeffed. The common people wer 
never permitted to concern themfelves with civil affairs; and if 
they happened to attempt it, or undertook any bufinefs that 
did not belong to their hereditary profefiion, they were feverelv 
punifhed. 

Of their The Egyptian kings were more immediately careful in the ad- 
courts of miniftration of juftice, convinced that on this depended the 
juftice. happinefs of their ftate, and the eafe and comfort of their fub- 

je£ts. For this reafon they were very fcrupulous in the choice 
of their judges, who were 30 in number, and men of the belt 
reputation, and felecfted from the three chief cities, Heliopolis 
Thebes, and Memphis. In the trial of caufes no public plead¬ 
ings were allowed, but each party fupported his pretenfions by 
a hmple narrative in writing. The Egyptians were fo far from 
admitting the clamorous harangues of lawyers, that they would 
not even fuffer a man to fpeak in his own caufe, well knowing 
the advantage one perfon might have over another, by more 
artful fpeaking or greater confidence. 

Their laws were not numerous, being all contained in eight 


Their re¬ 


markable books : fome of the moft remarkable were the following. 


1-iWl. 


I. Perjury was punifhed with death. 

II. Falfe acculers underwent the fame punifhment as theac* 
cufed Ihould hav.e undergone in cafe of conviction. 

III. He that faw a man aflaulted or killed on the highway, 
and did not endeavour to refeue him il he could, was punifhed 
witn death. It it appeared that he was unable to give afliftance, 
he was neverthelefs obliged to difeover and profecute the of¬ 
fenders according to law ; which if he neglected, he received 

a certain number of ftripes, and was kept without food for 
three days. 

IV. Every Egyptian was obliged to give in his name, and by 
wnat means he gained his livelihood, in writing, to the gover¬ 
nor of the province wherein he lived ; but if it could be proved 
that he had given in a wrong information, or got his living in 
an unlawful way, he was punifhed with death. Solon borrowed 
this law, and introduced it among the Athenians. 

V. He that v/il fully murdered any perfon, even a Have, W2$ 
condemned to die. 

.VI. Parents that killed their children were not adjudged to 

die; but were obliged to embrace their dead bodies for three 
days and three nights together. 

VII. Parricides were put to death by tortures. 

VIII. Women with child were not executed till they bad 
been delivered. 

IX. Thofe who betrayed fecret defigns to the cnemviiad 


their tongues cut out. 


X. Coining 
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X. Coining falfe money, ufing falfe weights, and forgery of 
all forts, were puniftied by cutting off both the hands. 

XI. He that committed a rape on a freewoman had his pri¬ 
vities cut off. 

XII. Adultery by confent was punifhed in the man with 
looo lafhes given with rods, and in the woman with the lofs of 
her nofe. 

XIII. The man who borrowed money was obliged to give in 
pledge to his creditor the dead body of his father, which every 
Egyptian embalmed with great care. If he did not redeem fo 
precious a pledge, he was to be deprived of the honour of bu¬ 
rial, nor was he permitted to bury any perfon defeended from 
him ; both which were accounted the greateft infamy. Thus, 
the creditor could not, as at Rome and Athens , by rigorous and 
oppreflive means diftrefs his debtor, and the debtor was excited 
by the ftmngeft motive to haften the difeharge of his debt. 

XIV. The Egyptian priefts were allowed no more than one 
wife, but all others might marry as many as they pleafed; nor 
was any child reckoned a baftard, though begotten on a Have 
bought with money. 

XV. Brothers alfo were permitted to marry their lifters, from 
■ the example of Ofiris, whole murder having been revenged by 
' his lifter and wife Ifts , who governed the kingdom during her 

widowhood with great prudence, the Egyptians from thence 
gave more power and more honour to their queens than to their 
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XVI. Robbers and {harpers were allowed to have a chief, to 
whom they promifed to deliver all their booty. When any 
thing was ftolen, the lofer immeditftely applied to the chief of 
the gang, who reftored the ftolen goods to the right owner, 
upon his paying a fourth part of their value *. 

The Egyptians paid a very great refpedt to old age j the young 
being obliged to rife up to the old, and on every occafion to 
refign to them the molt honourable feat. The virtue in the 
higheft efteem among them was gratitude; and the moft excel¬ 
lent circumftance in their laws was, that every individual from 
his infancy was nurtured in the ftri&eft obfervance of them. 

Plutarch fays, a new cuftom in Egypt was a kind of miracle f. 

All things there ran in the old channel; and the exa&nefs with 
which little matters were adhered to, preferved thofe of more 
importance. 

As much as the Egyptians feemed to excel other nations in Of the re* 
the wifdom of their laws and conftitutions, they furpafied them ligion of 
yet more in bigotry and fuperftition. Idolatry was fo ancient the Egyp* 


imong them, that the Greeks confefled they borrowed not only tiam. 
their religious ceremonies, but the names of almoft all their 
jods, from the Egyptians. They themfelves pretended to be 
he firft inftitutors of feftivals and proceffions in honour of the 
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gods, and to be the firft who ere&ed altars* images, and tern 
pies. They had a great number of gods of different orders an ( 
degrees, two of whom, Ofiris and lfts, fuppofed to be the fui 
and moon, were the chief, and univerfally adored in Egypt* 
They alfo worlhiped, as celeftial and eternal gods, Jupiter 
Vulcan , Ceres, Occam;}, and Minerva \ and had others, wh 


( 


they faid were deified at their death, on account of the benefit 
they had conferred on mankind in their life-time. The name 
of fome of thefe were the fame with thofe of the celeftial gods 




by them Ammon ) Juno, 


Jupit 

Vulcan " " ” 


Vefta, H 

Ncpthtbys , Harpoerate; 


or Mercun 


Some lay Serat-is was fiiit introduced by the Ptolemies ; other 

for Ofliis, whole brother Typ'm 

The fouls of their mortal god 


think 


1 


i i only anotivT ;i 

v/r^j* iuppolcd Hii evil cuTty. 
thee believed in 'Hie in the li 


« \ 


s in heaven. 


NotwithfUnding 


this 


poly citeifin or the .Egyptians, they art 
f*id in reality to have ucknow.-cged one fupreme God, thi 
maker and ruler or the world, whom they denoted by the nanif 


- 21 


of Otit is, and lometimcs by other names ; on whole temple 
Sais was the following remarkable infeription, J am all that had 
been, is, ana jball be, and my veil hath no mortal yet uncovered, 
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cd only the immortal and unbegotten God Cncpb, from whom 

they imagined a fecondary God proceeded, rep relenting the 

world, and was called Pbtba. 

However, idolatry feems at length to have over-run all 
Ey.pt* to a degree ahnoft incredible. Notwithftanding their 
bo a l Led wifdom, the Egyptian: paid divine honours to feveral 
hearts, and even to vegetables, as leeks and onions. Manyoi 
thefe hearts were worfiuped only in particular cities or pro¬ 
vinces, while other hearts, natural enemies to the former, were 
v< orlhiped in other 
quently held each others gods in the create ft abhorrence and dc- 
leftation, and on that account were perpetually at enmity with 
one another, and engaged in inveterate quarrels and danger¬ 
ous wars. Thefe animoiities were owing to the falfe policy of 
'sue of !heir kings, who, to deprive them of the opportunity 
and means of conipiring again# the ftate, endeavoured to 


places. 


Thus neighbouring cities fre- 
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•intuit: tl*c:n, bv engaging them in religious contorts. 

The Egyptians had the molt extravagant xca] fop their animal 
gods, and reverenced them highly, as well dead as 
'A hurt they were living, lands were fet apart for their mainte¬ 
nance. and both men and women were employed in feeding and 
attending them, glorying in the office, which was thought moil 
heuomable, and in iume places executed by perfons of high 



* Idem de liid, & Ofip. 



7* 


OF THE WORLD. 


rank. Their victuals confifted of the greateft dainties, fuch 
as the fineft flour boiled in milk, cakes of feveral forts made 
with honey, and the flelh of geefe boiled and roafted. Thole 
who fed on raw meat were 1'upplied with feveral forts of birds, 
and moreover wafhed in hot baths, anointed and perfumed. 
They lay on the richcft carpers, and the molt beautiful females 
af their feveral kinds were provided for them, and called by 
the Egyptians their concubines. 

If a perfon killed any of them designedly, he was punifhed 
with death; if unvoluntarily, his punilhment was referred to 
the diferetion of the priefts. But he that even inadvertently 
killed a cat, a hawk, or an ibis, was to die without mercy; 
an in fiance of which Diodorus relates he was eye-witnefs to. 
A Reman happening accidentally to kill a cat, the exafperated 
mob gathered about the houlc where he was, and rreither the 
entreaties of fome principal men fent by the king, nor the fear 
of the Romans , with whom they were then negotiating a peace, 
could fave the life of the unfortunate criminal. Such was the 
reverence which the Egyptians had for thole animals, that in an 
extreme famine they chol'e to eat one another, rather than 
feed upon their imagined deities. When any of thofc animals 
died, particularly the bull Apis, which was the moft famous, a 
great lamentation enfued. Upon the death of Apis , Egypt went 
into a general mourning, and the obloquies were iblemnized 
with fuch a pomp, as is hardly credible. In the reign of Pto¬ 
lemy Lagus , the Apis dying of old age, his keeper bellowed 
13,0001. over and above all his fubllance in burying him. 
Some keepers we arc told Squandered away 100,000 talents, a 
moll immenfe ium, in the maintenance of thofe creatures. 

It were endlels to recount all their abfurd and ridiculous fu- 
perftitions, in defence of which, they generally alleged to Grang¬ 
ers various reafons. Their priclls, however, affected filence, 
and referred all to certain myfteries, which it was not lawful 
to reveal. The firfl: reafon was drawn from the fabulous tra¬ 


dition of the gods, in a rebellion railed againlr them, in th6 
early ages, by men who concealed themfelves in Egypt under the 
form of different animals. Others fay, that the images of the 
animals were anciently uled by the Egyptians on their ltandards, 
and from thence the animals themfelves came to he worlhiped 
as the authors of the victories which they obtained. A third 
reafon alleged, was the great fervice the feveral animals per¬ 
formed to the Egyptians: as the ox for tilling the land, the 
fneep for fupplying milk, wool, or. Philolophers, however, 
not iatisfied with thefe weak excufek for practices fo difliono- 
rable to paganiffn, and at which they themfelves fecretly blufh- 
ed, pretended that the worlhip paid by die Egyptians to animals, 
did net terminate in the animals thcmlclves, but in the Gods, 


whole lymbols they were, and to whom they had fome pecu¬ 
liar relation. Thus they laid the hawk was an emblem of the 
b’pfeme deity, becaufe of its piercing fight and fwiftnefs ; and 
the afp, becaufe it was not fubject to old age, and moved with- 
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out the affiftance of limbs ; the crocodile, becaufe of all ani¬ 
mals it has no tongue, which organ God has no occafion for; 
and fo of others, the moll extravagant allufions being produced 
as fatisfacfory reafcns in juftification of their idolatry. 

Befides thefe animals, which they fometimes alleged were 
only living images of the celellial gods, the Egyptians paid ado¬ 
ration to various other reprefentations of their deities. Tho* 
the . bull was reckoned the living image of Ofiris , yet they 
fometimes reprefented that god by a fceptre and eye, to exprel's 
his power and providence, at other times by the image of an 
hawk, and in latter times in an human form. 

The image of Jfis was ufually in the form of a woman, with 
cows horns on her head, and holding the fiftrum (or cymbal) in 
her right hand, and a pitcher in her left. Sometimes fhe was 
reprefented as Cybcle , with her body full of breads, to exprel's 
her nourifhing of all things. 

The flatue of Serapis was of an human form, with a bafket 
or bufhel on his head, fignifying plenty. His right hand leaned 
on the head of a ferpent, the body of which was wound round 
a figure with the heads of a dog, a lion, and a wolf. In his 
left hand he held a meafure of a cubit length, as it were to 
take the height of the waters of the Nile. 

"Jupiter or Ammon the Egyptians reprefented by an image 
with the head of a ram, becaufe they laid he fhewed himfelf 
in that form to Hercules. 

Anubis , who was fometimes confounded with Hermes , was 
ufually painted with the head of a dog. Harpocrates , the fon 
of ljis , and god of Silence, was reprefented with his finger on 
his mouth, and was always placed near the flatties of Ofiris and 
IJls, to intimate that there having been once mortals, was not 
to be mentioned. Oms , the fon of Ofiris and Jfis, was often 
confounded with Apollo , and was generally reprefented as a 
child wrapped up in fwaddling cloaths. Canopus , whofe foul 
migrated into the fixed flar of that name, not vifiblc in Europe , 
but of the fir ft magnitude, was the pilot of Ofris’s fhip, and 
was reprefented with the head of a man upon an earthen water- 
pot full of holes. Some fuppofe this figure reprefented no 
more than veflcls filled with the Nile, w T hich the ancient Egyp¬ 
tians ufed to wcrftiip. 

The greateft care was taken to find the proper bull for re- 
prefenting their chief god Ofiris. According to /Elian , he was 
diftinguiftied from all others by twenty-nine peculiar marks, 
the chief of which were thefe: his body was black, except 
one fquare of white upon the forehead. On his back he had 
the figure of an eagle, a double lift of hair upon his tail, and a 
knot like a beetle under his tongue. When upon any vacancy 
fu ch a one was found, nothing was heard in all parts of Egypt 
but feftivals and rejoicings, and the new god was conducted to 
Memphis , and there initialled with a great number of ceremonies. 

The utmoft folemnity was ufed alfo in celebrating the fefti- 
yal of Jfis. They facrificcd to her failing, beating thcmfelves 
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yj the while the flefti lay on the fire; but afterwards they 

feafted on the remainder. 

Jupiter was principally worftiiped at Thebes or Diofpolis , 
The Thebans , on that deity’s account, efteemed the ram fa- 
cred, and abftaining from meep, facrificed goats only. How¬ 
ever, once a year, at the feftival of their god, they killed and 
flayed a ram, and put the fkin on his ftatue, at the fame time 
introducing the image of Hercules as a vifitor. The inhabi¬ 
tants of Mendes , on the other hand, who worftiiped Pan, ab¬ 
stained from goats and facrificed fheep. 

The Egyptians alfo worftiiped the moon, and when fhe was 
at the full, facrificed to her fwine, which they held to be im¬ 
pure animals, and offered them to no other deities, than to 
that planet and Bacchus. At the feftival of this god, though 
every one was obliged to kill an hog before the door of his 
houfe, yet he inftantly returned the carcafe to the fwine-herd 
of whom it was bought. 

Not contented with celebrating annual feftivals to their gods, 
the Egyptians , at feveral appointed times in the year, vifited, 
with great devotion, the feveral cities where the particular dei¬ 
ties were worftiiped. At the annual feftival of Diana at Bu- 
hajlis , the concourfe of people ulually amounted to 700,000, 
fcefides children. Another great feftival, furnamed the Feaft of 
the Lights, was celebrated to Minerva at Sais. All perfons 
throughout Egypt , who did not go to Sais, were obliged on 
the evening of that day to illuminate their windows. 

One common and general ceremony was obferved in all fa- 
orifices, namely, the laying of hands' upon the head of the vic¬ 
tim, loading it at the fame time with imprecations, and pray¬ 
ing the gods to divert upon it all the calamities which might 
threaten Egypt . The ancient Egyptians are reported to have 
f offered human facrifices. As Typon, the bad deity, was faid to 
be red hair’d, fo men of that complexion were reported to 
have been flain in former times at the tomb of OJiris. Few of 
the Egyptians having red hair, ftrangers were the ufual vic- 
| tims 5 whence it is fuppofed the fable fo current among the 
Greeks of the cruelty of Buftris to ftrangers, took its rife not 
from any king of that name, but becaufe OJiris’s tomb was fo 
called in the Egyptian tongue. In old times men were alfo 
facrificed at Heliopolis , and to Juno or Lucina at a city in up¬ 
per Thebais called by her name. Three of thofe unhappy men, 
to whom they gave the name of Typhonian, were facrificed every 
<Iay in the Dog-days, being burnt alive, and their allies fcat- 
tered abroad. This barbarous cuftom was at length aboliflied 
by Amafis, who ordered that fo many images of wax fhould 
he offered in their ftead *. 



\ * Diod. Sic. 1 . i. Plut. de Ifid. & Ofir. Manetho ap. Porphyr. 1 . ii. 
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1 


Hifforians are filent as to the wor{hip of leeks and onion* 
and pernaos the fatvi ill who mentions it, might, to heigln cr 
the ridicufe, go a little beyond ftrict truth. There mi.^ht 


Other 
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however, be fome foundation for fuch an opinion from the 
fcrupulous abftinence of forne of that nation troni particular ve- 
getables, as lentils, beans, and onions. 

The Egyptians were the full who affigned each month and 
euftoms day to a particular deity, and judged of peoples future for- 
of the tunes, by obferving the times of their nativity. They did not, 

Egyptians, however pretend to foretell things of themfelves, but made their 

gods the authors of all their predictions ; and if they were not 
the firft nation which erected oracles, it is however allowed, 
that the molt ancient and famous oracles among the heathens, 
particularly thole of 'Jupiter in Lyin'a , and at Dodona , owed 
their original to Egypt. Of the fevcral Egyptian oracles, the 


chief were the oracle 


of Serapis in later times, 
as the apis, the goat, the lion, and 
their feveral oracles. 


ot Latina, in the city of But us, and that 
at Alexandria. The facred animals, 

the crocodile, had alio 


A deferip- 
tion of 


:s. The manner of confulting the apis, was 
by obferving into which chamber of the two that were pre¬ 
pared for him he entered, his going into one being conftrucd 
as a good omen, and his entering the other as a bad one: or 
elfe food was offered him, and from his accepting or refufing 
of it, the anfwer was concluded favourable or the contrary. 

The temples of the Egyptians were generally built after the 
following manner. The hill thing that p relented itfclf to view 


their tem- was an avenge or ffone pavement near ioo feet in breadth, 

and about three or four time? as long, having on each fide a 
row of fphinxes, twenty cubits dillant from each other. This 


pies. 


avenue led to a portico, 
ibmetimes a third. 




and 


magmneent court, 
which was generally 
the 


behind which was a fecond, and 
1 he temple itfclf confided of a. fpacious 

and a well-proportioned chapel, in 


Egyptians 

07 / 


no image, 

%j * 


Their 


(for in the more early times 
uled none v ) or it there was any, it was not 
ot human form, hut in the (hope of fome irrational animal f. 
The Egyptians were very careful in the education of their 
manner of children ; but they brought them up with great frugality, 
educating Their food was cheap broths made of common things, and the 
their chil- (terns of the papyrus roaited under the allies, and the (talks 
dren. and roots ot other plants which grew in the marfhes, fome- 

raw and fometiir.es rlrelied. They went for the molt 

during their childhood, be- 
cauie oi the warmth of t ; e climate 

pence ot a child from his birth till he arrived at the ffate of 

or about thirteen 
Is of letters, thole 

common learning was 


times 


part barefoot, and ahnoit 


naked, 


fo that the whole ex- 


manhood, did not exceed twenty drachmae, 

(hillings. I he prielts taught them two for; 
called facrcd, and thole in which then 

written: hut their chiefItudy was arithmetic and geometry. 
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Eh at they might be ufeful members 


few of the inferior clafle 
except the tradefmen. 

of the commonwealth, and be enabled to maintain themfelves, 
they began very early to learn their paternal art or profefiion, 
either from their fathers or near relations. The Egyptians ne¬ 
ver taught their children malic and wreftling. The firft they 
dteemcd not only ufclefs but even hurtful, ferving only to 
c •V; a feu late the mind ; and the other they believed did not 
tend to the prelervation of health, the exercife itfclf being 
dangerous, and the If length gained by it of fhort duration *. 

The diet or the Egyptians confided of fifh and the flelh of 
various animals, either boiled or roafted, excepting of thofe 
which ferved for deities. The inhabitants of the marlhes fed 


on feveral plants which grow there, particularly of the lotus, 
of which they made a fort of bread, and on the lower Items 
of the papyrus. But through the whole kingdom fwines flelh 
was held in the uttnoft abhorrence, and was accounted fo im¬ 
pure, that if a man but touched one of thofe animals by ac¬ 
cident, he went immediately and plunged himfelf into the 
river with his cloaths on. For this reafon hogherds alone, 
of all the Egyptians , were not differed to enter any of their 
temples, neither would any man give his daughter in marriage 
to one of that profeflion, or take a wife born of l'uch parents ; 
fo that they were forced to marry among themfelves. Among 
the Egyptians it was a reproach to eat bread made of barley 
or wheat. Inftead of thefe, they ufed a fine flour called by 
fome olyra, by others zea, and by us fpelt. Their ufual drink 
was (as it is at prefent) the water of the Nile, which is very 
agreeable to the tafte, and fo fattening, that it was never 
given to the apis, left he ftiould grow too corpulent. Th© 
water at firft is fomewhat muddy, but according to Sicard 9 
they clarify it, by rubbing the veil'd with pounded almonds. 
Their better fort of drink or wine, as Herodotus called it, was 
made from barley, becaufe antiently they had no vines in their 
country, or rather did not cultivate them, negle&ing their 
cultivation even at this day, excepting in one province. Thus 
it is probable we are indebted to this nation for the invention 
of beer. At their principal feafts it was their cuftom, when 
they began to tafte the wine after flipper, to bring in a coffin 
with the image of a dead man, of one or two cubits in length, 
carved in wood and painted ; or according to others, a real 
corpfe, which was carried about to all the company by a per- 
fon who repeated thefe words diftin&ly, 4 Look upon this, and 

4 be merry; for fuch as this is lhalt thou be when thou art 
4 dead f.’ 

File Egyptians, both at their meals and in other refpeds, 
were very cleanly, ufing frequent purifications and ablutions. 



* Diod. 1. i. 
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remonies. 
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They fcmpuloufly avoided eating v/ith Grangers, reckonings 
unclean *. It was chiefly for the fake of ncatnefs that tha 
circumcifed themfelves ; and this ceremony, which was among 
them from time immemorial, they efleemed fo necefiary, that 
Pythagoras , to have the liberty of converfing with the Egyptian 
priefts, and entering into their temples, was obliged to fob. 
mit to it. One of the fathers tells us, but without mention¬ 
ing his authority, that they were circumcifed at the age of 
fourteen. 

The drefs of the Egyptians was a linen veil fringed at the 
bottom, called calafiris, over which they wore a white man¬ 
tle of woollen cloth. But to enter any of their temples in 
that upper garment, or to bury their dead in woolen, was ac¬ 
counted profane. They faluted one another abroad, by bow¬ 
ing very refpectfully, and letting their hands fall down to 
their knees f. 

Several of their ufages and manners were dire&ly oppofite 
to thofe of other nations. Amongft them it was the cuilom 
for the women to be employed in trade and bufinefs abroad, 
while the men ibaid at home to fpin and mind domeftic affairs, 
This probably gave occafion to that extraordinary law, by 
which, not the Tons, but the daughters, were obliged to pro¬ 
vide for their parents. In carrying of burdens, the men bore 
them on their head, and the women on their fhoulders. They 
ufed to eafe nature at home, and eat publickly in the ftrects; 
faying very juftly, that fuch things as were filthy, though ne- 
ceffary, fhould be done in private, and fuch as were decent, 
in public. They kneaded dough with their feet, and tempered 
mortar with their hands. And whereas in other countries 
the places deftined for cattle were feparated from thofe of the 
men, in Egypt men and beafts dwelt together J. 

According to the fame author, the Egyptians were the firft 
that aflerted the immortality of the foul,- which they believed, 
after the corruption of the body, entered into fome other ani¬ 
mal, and pafiing by a continual metempfyehofis through the 
different kinds of animals belonging to the air, earth, and 
water, again animated a human body after a revolution of 
3000 years. They therefore ufed the utmoft care to preferve 
the body as long as pofiible, that the foul might be obliged to 
continue with it. And by the means they ufed, the dead 
bodies being of long duration, they fpared no labour nor coll 
in building their fepulchres, vvhicn they termed their eternal 
manfions 3 at the fame time being little curious in the ftru£ture 
of their houfes, calling them inns^ in which men abode as 
travellers only a few years. 

When a perfon of any confideration died, all the women of 
that family, having their heads and faces covered with dirt, 
their breafts bare, and their waifts girt, went in procelfion 
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the ftreets of the city, attended by their female re- 

i at ion s, lamenting the deceafed, and beating themfelves in a 
noft cruel manner. The male relations at the fame time form¬ 
ed another company, and made a proceifion by themfelves, 
which they continued for forty or feventy days, according to 
the quality of the perfon, abftaining in the mean while from 
baths, wine, and dainties of every kind. The firft lamenta¬ 
tion being over, the body was carried to thofe who profefled 
the art of embalming, which, like other trades, they learned 
; 0 f their anceftors. They had three different ways of embalm¬ 
ing, the moft exquifite amounting to about 258 L the fecond 
to about 601. and the third, which was very mean, to a mere 
trifle. The relations having agreed upon the manner, the 
embalmers took the body, and firft drew the brains through 
the noft tils with an iron inftrument made for that purpofe, 
and then filled the vacancy with different fpices. One, called 
! the fcribe, next marked out on the left fide of the belly where 
the incifion was to be made, and another, with a fliarp Ethio- 
: pc ftone, cut open the body as far as the law ordained, and 
; immediately retired with ail poffible hafte, purfued by the 
i fhnders-by with {tones and curfes to turn the execration upon 
: him: for they thought it a very heinous crime to wound, or 
! offer violence, to a dead body. The embalmers, however, 
were highly refpc&ed, converfed with the priefts, and as per- 
: fons of fan&ity were admitted with them into the more fa- 
cred parts of their temples. After the incifion was made, they 
drew out all the inteftines except the heart and kidneys, and 
filled the belly with pounded myrrh, caffia, and other odorife¬ 
rous drugs, frankincenfe only excepted. The incifion being 
then fewed up, the body was carefully anointed with oil of ce¬ 
dar and other ointments, for above thirty days, or elf; laid in 
nitre for feventy days, after which time it was wafhed and 
fwathed with fine linen, the whole being covered with gum 
and perfumes. All this was performed without disfiguring the 
body, lb that the very hairs remained on the brows and eye¬ 
lids, and the refemblance of the countenance was preferved 
fo as to be eafily known. The body thus embalmed, was de¬ 
livered to the relations, who put it into a wooden coffin fitted 
exaftly to the fize of the corps. They then placed it upright 
againft the wall, either in fepulchres, or in their houfes : for 
many of the Egyptians kept their dead at home with them in 
magnificent apartments, having by this means the pleafure of 
feeing the lineaments of their anceftors, who died many ages 
before they were born *. They even frequently brought the 
dried corps of their friend as a gueft to their feafts f. 

To thefe accounts of Herodotus and Diodorus we fhall add, A deferip- 
that many of thefe embalmed bodies, which are now called tionofthe 
mummies, have been brought from Egypt , and are found in mummies. 
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the 


The 


very thick, and generally of fycomore, which does not rot fo 
foon as other wood. Some, however, are of ltone, and others 
of cloths patted together, and very ftrong. The top of the 
coffin is ufually cut into the fhape of a head, with a face 
painted on it refembling a woman. The reft is one continued 
trunk, having at the lower end a broad pedeftal. Some of them 



face is covered with a kind of head-piece of linen-cloth fitted 


with platter, on which the countenance of the perfon is rc- 
prefemed in gold. The feet have alfo a cover of the fame 
painted with hieroglyphics, and fafhioned like an high flipper. 
The whole corps is lvvathcd with linen fillets with great art 
and neatnefs, and with fo many catts, that there cannot be 
lefs than 1000 yards of filleting upon one body. And in the 
infide of the body are found medicaments of the confiftcnce 
and colour of pitch or bitumen, which wax fort by the heat of 
the fun *. 


The way of embalming, as above deferibed, was the mofl 
cottly manner of preferving the dead. Thofc who were un¬ 
able or unwilling to be at lo great an cxpencc, were contented 
with a more ordinary preparation, which was performed by 
iyringing oil of cedar the common way, without opening the 
belly, and by laying the body in nitre the number of°chiys 
above-mentioned. At the end of the time, the oil of cedar 
was let out by the fundament, which, by a peculiar efficacy, 
brought away the entrails fhrunk and putrified, while the nitre 
had confirmed the flefli, and left nothing but the fkin and 
bones. The third and iaft manner of preferving the dead, 
ufed only for the poorer fort, was performed by cleanfing the 
belly by injected lotions, and falting the body for feventy clays. 
If any perfon, even a ftrangcr, was found killed by a croco¬ 
dile, or drowned in the river, wherever the body came afnore, 
the inhabitants were by law obliged, at their own charge, to 
embalm and place it among the confecrated monuments in the 
moft cottly manner. None might touch the body except the 
priefts of the Nile, who buried it with their own hands as 
fomething more than human. 

A remark- Before the corps of any perfon was admitted into the facreJ 
able inlti- afylum of the tomb, it underwent a folenut trial, which is 
tution. °tt c moft remarkable circumftances to be found in an¬ 

cient hiftory. At the time appointed for the interment, above 
forty judges affembled in a certain place near the lake, flip- 
pofed to be the lake Marts, and before the corps was minut¬ 
ed into the boat which was to ferry it over to the other fide, 
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every one was at liberty to accufe the deceafed. If any ac- 
cuter proved that the deceafed had led an ill life, the body was 
denied the ulual burial : but if the accufer was convicted of 
fallehood, he incurred a l'evere puniflim^nt. If no accufer 
appeared, or the accufation proved falfe, the deceafed was in¬ 
terred in an honourable manner, his relations having recited 
his praifes and enlarged on his piety, juftice, temperance, and 
other virtues, without however taking any notice of his defeentj 
for all the Egyptians were held equally noble. Thofe that 
were forbidden to be interred, either for crimes by them com¬ 
mitted, or for debt, their relations depolited them privately in 
their own houfes. But it often happened that the pofterity of 
iiich perfons growing rich, to take off the difgrace, obtained 
their pardon or paid their debts, and then bellowed on them 
an honourable burial. 

This inftitution of the Egyptians was excellently contrived 
for the encouragement of virtue and the difeouragement of 
vice; and from hence it is plain the Greeks took all their fa¬ 
bles concerning the infernal judges, and the happinefs and 
punilhinents of men after death. However, in Egypt the re¬ 
wards were really wilhed for, and the punilhinents dreaded ; 
but the Grecian fables, Diodorus o bferves, were only the ridi¬ 
cule and fport of the profligate. 

Many of the tombs in which the dead bodies of the Egyp - Adefcrip* 
tkns were depolited, were lubterraneous vaults, cut in the tion of 
rocks with great labour and expence, and are called catacombs their 
or mummy pits by the modem travellers, who have vifited feve- tombs, 
ral of them in the Libyan deferts. The entrance into them is 
by a narrow fquare well, having holes on each fide to ferve as 
Heps for thofe who defeend. T he lballov/e!t of thele wells are 
about 33 feet deep. At the bottom of the well there is a fquare 
opening, and a paflage 10 or 15 feet long, which conduits to 
fcvcral fquare chambers, each fide of which meafures about 15 
or 20 feet. In the middle of every fide a bench is cut out of 
the rock, and on this the embalmed bodies are placed, having 
at their head commonly an idol, and at the feet the image of 
a bird. On the walls are feveral hieroglyphics, which perhaps 
ferve for epitaphs. Beftdes the bodies placed on the benches, 
there arc other finaller ones lying on the ground. Sometimes 
no lefs than 25 or 30 of thefe lubterraneous chambers have a 
communication with each other, and the defeent to them all 
is by one well *. 

The Egyptians were the inventors of many ufeful arts and Of their 
fciences, and were eaily famous for wifdom and learning, as arts and 
appears from many ancient writers, and even from the l’acred fuences. 
feriptures, where, to the honour of A'Injcs , it is laid, he was 
learned'n all the wifdcm of the Egyptians ; and to magnify the 
Wifdom of Solomon , that it excelled all the wifdom of Egypt. 


* Thevenot’s V oy. 


According 



8o 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

According to their own account, their firft kings inftru&ed 
them how to provide the common neceilaries ana convenient 
cies of life: but the honour of the firft invention of the fci- 
ences belonged to their Hermes or Mercuries . 

All authors agree, that geometry was firft found out in 
Egypt , neceffity having forced the Egyptians to think of means 
for accurately furveying and meafuring their lands, the bounds 
of which were annually difturbed by the overflowing of the 
Nile. However, probably they knew little more than plain 
meafuring, and a few problems of moft common ufe in life. For 
Pythagoras , who had been in Egypt , on his finding out the pro¬ 
portion of the longeft fide of a triangle to the other two, of¬ 
fered an hecatomb ; and Thales , who alfo travelled into Egypt , 
facrificed an ox to the gods, for joy that he had found a me¬ 
thod of inferibing a right-angled triangle within a circle. 
The Egyptians , therefore, were either ignorant of thefe inven¬ 
tions, or concealed them from foreigners, or thefe two philo- 
l'ophers unjuftly arrogated to themfelves the invention of what 
they had learned elfewhere, which laft would be a very inju¬ 
rious fuppofition. If then thefe more fimpie, though noble, 
propoiitions were not to be found in the Egyptian geometry, 
much lefs can it be fuppofed to have contained thole abtfrufe 
theorems and analytical methods which were afterwards known 
to the Greeks *. 

The Egyptians diligently cultivated the feience of arithme¬ 
tic } and it appears, chat in later ages a kind of algebra was 
known among them, which in all probability was an improve¬ 
ment made by the Grecians after their fettling there. 


It is alfo generally fuppofed that the Egyptians , on account 
of the conflant lcrcnity of die air, and the flatnefs of their 
country, were among the firft who oblerved the courl’es of the 
planets. Hcrodotics , indeed, gives the honour of the invention 
of aftronomy to the Babylonians ; but Diodorus derives both the 
Babylonians and their fcicnces from Egypt , and fays, aftronomy 
was firft invented by the Thebans , who had kept regifters ot 
their obfervations for an incredible number or years, anti by 
their long experience were often able to fore tel the appearance 
of comets, and to make other lurprizing predictions, which 
feemed to exceed human capacity. By their obfervations they 
were certainly early led to adjuft the length of the year to the 
annual revolution of the fun ; for, as Diodorus obferves, their 
year, from the moft remote antiquity, was compofed of 365 
days 6 hours. They might likewife have a true notion of the 
fyftem of the world, for they called the moon an estbereal earth , 
and affirmed the ftars to be fire ; yet it does not appear that 
they; had an exaht knowledge of the theory of the planetary 
motions, fo as to make artificial calculations; fince Thales is ihii 
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to be the firft who ventured to foretel an eclipfe, and Eudoxus 
and Ptolomy to have firft reduced the heavenly motions into hy- 
1 pothefes and tables. 

TofortbruS) or Sefortbrus, a hi;:" of Memphis* is faid to have 
been the inventor of phyfic, and from thence was called JEfcu- 
lapius. He was much more ancient than the Grecian JEJcula- 
pjus, and by fome is fuppofed cotemporary with Atbotbis, the 
jucccflbr of Menes . Atbotbis is imagined to be the fame with 
Tbotb , or the firft Hermes , and is faid to have written fome 
books of anatomy, which, however, are aferibed by fome to 
the fccond Hermes. IJis hcrielf is alfo faid to have invented 
feveral medicines, and to have taught the art to her fon Orus , or 
Apollo , whence ihe was held by the Egyptians to be the goddefs 
of health. 

In the time of Jofcph , the fame perfons feem to have been 

both embalmers and phyficians, but in after times it was other- 
wife ; for according to Herodotus , no phyfician was permitted 
to pra&ife in more than one branch of the art, every difeafe 
having its own phyfician. By this regulation, great improve¬ 
ments might have been expected in the art, had not the laws 
as it were fliut the door to any future difeoveries, by obliging; 
the phyficians to preferibe according to fixed rules contained 
in the facred books, which had been collected from long ob- 
fervation and experience. While thefe rules were obferved, 
the phyfician was not anfwerable for the fuccefs ; but if he 
ventured to follow his own private judgment, in cafe the pa¬ 
tient died, he ran the hazard of his life. This law, however, 
it muft be confeffed, was a moft effectual method to prevent 
the mifehievous practice of empirics. By the laws likewife the 
Egyptian phyficians were allowed a public provifion, on which 
account they were to attend, without any other fee, thofe who 
happened to be fick in the army, or on a journey, within the 
kingdom. 

The phyficians, with their proper art, alfo ftudied aftrologv 
and the ritual myfteries, their practice being greatly founded 
on magical and aftrological principles. Their medicines feem 
rather to have been calculated for prevention than cure. Eva¬ 
cuations were chiefly preferibed, which were effected either by 
clyfters, potions, or emetics, or elfe by faffing. The chief 
caufe of difeafes they imagined was the loading of nature with 
fuperfluous food ; therefore thofe who lived in the corn coun¬ 
try, Herodotus tells us, uled to vomit and purge themfelves 
three days fucceffivcly every month to prelerve health, though 
otherwise they were by nature one of the moft healthful peo¬ 
ple in the world. 

As Atbotbis , we obferved, was reported to have written fome 
books of anatomy, fo Pliny tells us, that for the perfection of 
this part of phyfic, their kings ordered dead bodies to be dif¬ 
fered . 11 would feem, however, that their anatomifts were 

more fond of wild conjectures than experimental refearches. 
For they aflerted, that men could not live above too years, 
Vol. 1. O be caufe 
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tecaufe the heart gradually diminiflung after 50, (till whid 
-time it had been annually inrreafing) they muft neceffarily die 
at the age of 100, for want of a heart *. Another of their ob 
fervations was, that a nerve proceeded from the heart to thi 
-little finger of the left hand, for which reafon the Egyptian 
•always wore rings upon that finger, and the priefts dipped tha 
finger in their perfumed ointments f. 

The philofdphical doctrines of the Egyptians may beft hi 
known by confidering thofe of the ancient Greeks, who wen 
their fcholars, and travelled into Egypt for inftrudtion in thi 
more fublime parts of learning. It was from that country, ii 
all probability, that Pythagoras received the knowledge of thi 
ancient fyftemof the world, which bears his name, and-is non 
fo generally admitted. It feems, however, to have been pari 
of their fecret do&rine, and not revealed to the vulgar. 

The fcience for which the Egyptians were particularly fa- 
mous, and of which the attainment was efteemed the highefl 
pitch of knowledge, was magic. According to eaftern tradi¬ 
tions, the antediluvians were firft taught this art by the Jam si 
God, (vvhoin they fuppofe angels) who fell in love with tk 
daughters of men. They fay. Ham, at the deluge, pcefervd 
the principal rules of it, and taught them to his Ion Jkfizmm. 
Others afcribe the invention to Hermes ; but whoever was the 
inventor, the art was certainly very ancient among the Egyp¬ 
tians for in the time of Jofeph, they had magicians who pre¬ 
tended to the interpretation of dreams, and to divine by a cud. 
The profeflors of magic, among the Egyptians , wcre the prieits 
and facred lcribes, two of which order, named fannes and 
fambres, were pitched upon to withftand the prophet Mofey 
and gave very extraordinary inilances of the power of theirEn¬ 
chantments. From the caution given by Mofes to the Ifm- 
Hies, it is evident that, in thofe early times, there were pre¬ 
tenders under various denominations to this fcience amongft 
moft of the idolatrous people, and Balaam in particular, feems 
to have been a confiderable proficient therein. Their art feems 
to have been fomething very different from that innocent na¬ 
tural magic which confifts in an excelling knowledge of the 
properties of natural bodies and their various relations to each 
other, by which uncommon and aftonifhing effe&s may be pro¬ 
duced ; otherwife it would not have been prohibited by the 
divine lawgiver. 

No profeflion in Egypt, however mean, was confideretl as 
fordid or ignoble. Hufbandmen particularly, and thofe who 
took care of herds and flocks, were in great efteem, the moll 
elevated ranks, according to their eilimation, being f'urnifhed 
from them not only with the neceflaries, but even the delights 
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0 f life. In fo me parts of Egypt indeed, on account of religious 
' opinions, feeders of cattle were held in abomination. 

The pyramids, and other amazing works already mentioned, 
are fufficient proofs of the fkill of the Egyptians in mechanics, 
painting, and fculpture. Their ftatuaries worked not by the 
eye, as the Grecians , but by the moft methodical rules of pro- 
. portion. They divided the whole body into twenty-one parts 
| and one-fourth, and after the artifts who were employed had 

I come to a refolution as to the fize of the ftatue, and iixed 
upon their particular talks, they went each to his own home, 
and with fingular (kill and furpriiing exaclnefs made the feve- 
ral parts proportionable to one another. 

The veflels or barges they ufed on the Nile, were of a very Their 
extraordinary conftrurftion. They were built of fmall planks manner of 
of the Acantba or Egyptian thorn, about three feet and a half failing on 
Iquare. Thefe planks werefet together like tiles, and fattened t p lC Nile. 
with a great number of long pins; and inftead of ribs and bent 
timber, the angles of the iides were fecured by ropes of papyrus. 

As they were unfit to mount the river againft the ttream, they 
were therefore always towed up, unlefs the wind proved very 
favourable. When they came down with the current, the 
bargemen fattened an hurdle of tamarilk to the prow of the 
veflel, and having ftrengthened it with bands of reeds, let it 
down into the water, at the fame time hanging a ftone of a 
confiderable weight to the poop. By this means the boat was 
carried down with the ttream, which bore upon the hurdle, 
being balanced and kept fteady by the ftone at the poop. 

The learning of the Egyptians , we have already obferved. How the 
was very extenlive, which was owing to the care they took to Egyptians 
preferve their knowledge and to tranfmit it to pofterity. Their preferved 
priefts were the depofitaries of all their learning, having the their 
care of their philofophy and other fciences, as well as of their know- 
religion and facred rites. Thofe who wanted to be inftructed ledge, 
therein, were obliged to apply to them, and for the purpofes 
of inftru&ion, they had colleges or academies in feveral parts 
of the kingdom, one of which, at Heliopolis , is mentioned by 
Strabo , who vifited the apartments where Eudoxus and Plato 
had ftudied for feveral years. The Egyptians partly inferibed 
their learning on pillars, and partly committed it to writing 
in the facred books. Other nations befides the Egyptians , we 
afind, ufed to preferve the memory of things by infcriptions on 
|columns. The Babylonians , we are told, kept their aftrono- 

I mical obfervations engraven on bricks; and Democritus is faid 
to have tranferibed his moral difeourfes from a Babylonifo pillar. 

But the moft famous of all others were the columns of Hermes 
in Egypt, mentioned by feveral credible authors. Upon them 
he is reported to have inferibed his learning, which was after¬ 
wards explained more at large in feveral books by the fecond 
Hermes. It is at leaft certain, that the Egyptian hiftorians and 
Greek philofophers took many things from thofe pillars. Py¬ 
thagoras and Plato both read them, and borrowed their philo- 
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fophy from thence. They flood in fome fubterraneous apart¬ 
ments near Thebes , and were ftill remaining about the end of 


the 5th century, 
not lefs famous. 


The 
They 


the worfhip of the gods and the laws of the kingdom, buthifto- 
rical collections, nay even all kinds of milcellaneous and phi- 
lofophical matters of confiderable moment. 

The learning contained in the inferiptions and facred books 
was of two kinds : part of it was dark and myfterious and com¬ 
municated to very few, and another part was obvious and plain 
to be underftood by the common people and ftrangers. The 
monuments of the fuperior fort of learning befides being hid¬ 
den in the private apartments of the temples, were written in 
a character not commonly underftood, and guarded by the 
priefts, who were extremely difficult of accefs, a memorable 
inftance of which we have in their ufage of Pythagoras. That 
philofopher was recommended by Polycrates the tyrant of Samos ,, 
to Amafis king of Egypt , who gave him letters to the priefts, 
ordering them to communicate their knowledge to him. He 
went firft to thofe of Heliopolis , who referred him to the col¬ 
lege at Memphis as their feniors; and from Memphis he was 
lent under the fame pretext to Thebes. After many dilatory ex- 
cufes, not daring abfolutely to difobey the king’s command, 
they endeavoured to deter him from his pitrpofe, by enjoining 
him a fevere and troublefome noviciate, containing many things 
contrary to the religion of the Greeks , which however he under¬ 
went with invincible patience and courage *. 




) 
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The Egyptians alio concealed their do&rines from popular 
conception, by wrapping them up in hieroglyphicks, fymbols 
enigmas, and fables. The antients in general ufed to deliver 
their inftrwStions under the dark veils of allegory and fi&ion 
inflances of which are frequent both in facred and prophan 
writers. The Egyptians feem to have excelled other nations 
in the obfourity of their fictions, wherein the footfteps of truth 
were lb faint, that they required a moft fagacious enquirer to 
dilcovcr them. In their inferiptions and writings they made 
ufe of three different forts of characters. The nrft and molt 
ancient was that of hieroglyphical figures of various animal.', 
of the parts of the human body and of mechanical inftruments. 
From Porphyry however there is reafon to think that the Eg& 
tiun priefts uled alio another fort of characters fomething re- 
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of the Heavens, is by no means improbable, that the ufe oi 
the figures ot animals as characters, introduced the ft ran? 
worftiip that was paid them, by that nation. The people accui* 
turned to the feeing the figures in their temples, began to forge: 
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: their primary ufe, which was only to denote and exprefs cer¬ 
tain qualities of their gods, princes, and great men, and at 
length imagined they referred to the animals themfelves, and 
therefore eafily transferred their worfhip from the dead picture 
to the living animal whofe reprefentation it was. 

Antiquaries have made large collections of thefe hieroglyphi¬ 
cs inferiptions, images, and pictures, and have taken a great 
deal of pains to explain them, but with very little fuccefs. 
The meaning of a few of thefe chara&crs has indeed been pre- 
• ferved by old writers. Thus a ferpent with the head of an 
hawk reprefented the fupreme deity. The hawk itfelf was the 
hieroglyphic of Of iris the river horfe of Typhon ; the dog of 
Mercury ; the cat of Diana , or the moon ; the beetle of a cou- 
\ rageous warrior; a new bom child of the rifing fon, and the 
like. But the illuftrations of others by the moderns appear 
i .very conjc&ural and doubtful. 

r l'he Egyptians, befides thefe reprefentations of animals, ufed 
I alio literal characters of which they had two forts. One they 
|' called the Jacred letters, in which their public regifters and all 
? .matters of a higher nature were written ; and the other the. 
) vulgar, made ufe of by every one in common bufinefs. The 
Ethiopians and Babylonians and feveral other eaftern nations 
[ ufed two different kinds of letters, and the modern Bramins 
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among the Indians have not only a facred character, but a fa- 
fjered language alfo, in which they are very fhy of inffructing 
p 11 rangers *. 

■ Though moft other nations are fuppoferl to have received 
‘ letters from the Egyptians , yet they themfelves perhaps learned 
% them of their neighbours the Ethiopians, among whom letters 
*5 were in ufe very early, and whofe vulgar character became the 
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fare now loft; or if the forms of them remain in any old in¬ 
scriptions, they are unintelligible, and cannot be decyphered. 
All that is known of them is that the alphabet confifted of 25 
I letters, and that they wrote from the rig.it hand to the left 


I as moft of the oriental nations ftill do f. 

The Egyptian language is certainly one of the moft ancient Of their 
dn the world, and in all probability an original or mother language 
tongue, formed at the confufion of Babel. So early as the 
'time of Jofeph it appears to have been a diftineb tongue, from 
the new name given to him of Egyptian derivation, when he 
was made governor, and bis ufing an interpreter when Ire fpoke 
to his brethren in that language. This very language is in 
great meafure preferved to our own times in the prelent Coptic: 
but as the Egyptians ever fince their conqueft by Cambyfcs, 
have been almoft continually fubjeCted to foreigners, a confi- 
derable part of their ancient language is loft, and in return 
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a great number of Greek and fome Perftan , Latin, and Arabic 
words have been introduced. At prefent the Arabic prevails fo 
univerfally in Egypt , that the Copts , or native Egyptians them- 
feives, generally {peak no other, the ancient tonvue hpim> 


ancient tongue being 


mitive antiquity in its ftructure and conftitution, wherein it 
differs fo widely from all the oriental and European languages, 
that it is impoilible to conceive it derived from any of them. 
The Copts decline their nouns and conjugate their verbs, even 
thofe of foreign extract, no otherwife than by prefixing par¬ 
ticles, of one or more fyllables, and fometimes of a fingle 


letter, which denote the cafe, gender, number, and perfon, 
feveral of them being often joined together in one word, and 
the primitive word ufually placed laft *. 

Of their Egypt is excellently fituated for commerce, being wafbed 
trade and on two fidcs by two different feas, the one of which opens the 


fnipping 


communication with Europe and the weffern parts of Afia, and 
the other with the Indies and the fouth eait coaft of Africa, 
while the ifthmus of Suez allowed the eaftern commodities to 
be carried thither by land. It is to be prefumed fo fenfible 
and induftrious a people were not long without making ufe 
of thefe natural advantages. Sir John Marjham fuppofes that 
till the time of the Ptolemies the Egyptians did not apply them- 
felves to merchandize; but this opinion feems to be a miftake; 
for not to infift on their claim to the invention of commerce, 
Diodorus informs us, that Pfammiticbus gained great riches by trade 
before he was king of all Egypt , and we learn from feripture 
that the Midianites and IJmaelites traded thither fo early as the 
time of Jacob. According toHuetius there is a great prefump- 
tion, that they had anciently the fovereignty of the Peel fea, 
and engroffedthe whole trade carried on that way to themfelves. 
However, by the account of Philoftratus , they feem to have 
be en fcnletime difpofrdfed of it; for he relates that a certain 
prince named Erythras, (by fome imagined to be the fame with 
Efau or Edom) being mafter of the Red fea, made a law that 
the Egyptians Zhou Id not enter that fea with any fhips of war, 
nor with more than one merchant {hip at a time. David be¬ 
coming in later times mafter of Elath and Eziongeber , two ports 
on the Red fea, belonging to Edo?n , is faid by fome to have 
built fhips there, and to have traded to Ophir. However that 
be, Solomon his fon certainly eftablifhed a very great trade there, 
winch it is not improbable he might do by permiffion or con¬ 


nivance of. the Egyptians to whofe king he was fon-in-law. 
The fgzvs m the time of Ahaz entirely loft this trade, when 
it tell into the hands of the Syrians , and after of the Tyrian, 
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till the Ptolemies recovered the whole again to their own flub* 

je6ts. 

Strabo indeed has exprefly aflerted that Pfammitichus was the 
firft king of Egypt who opened the ports to ftrangers, but this 
can only be underftood of the commerce that was driven by 
the Mediterranean fea, which, on the coafts of Egypt, was in-, 
felled by the pyracies of the Greeks, who were therefore ex¬ 
cluded from all traffic with the Egyptians. The Greeks on that# 
account reprefented the Egyptians as an inhofpitable and bar¬ 
barous nation. It is evident however, from the inftances above 
mentioned, that the Egyptians were a civilized nation, and 
traded early with foreigners. They gave eafy accefs to Abra¬ 
ham and the fons of Jacob, and Solomon brought horfes from 
thence. Towards the Greeks indeed they behaved with fome 
caution and referve, even after they were admitted ; for though 
Amahs, who was their great friend, fuffered them to build the 
city of Naucratis, for the fettlement and refidence of their 
merchants, yet that was the only place in the whole kingdom 
where he allowed them to have a factory. They failed up to 
it by the Canopic mouth of the Nile, and if by accident a veflel 
entered any other mouth of that river, the owners, after mak- 
ingoath that they were forced in there againft their will, were 
obliged to go back to that channel; or if the winds were con¬ 
trary, to unlade and fend up their goods to Naucratis by the 
river veflel s *. On a religi ous account the Egyptians in general bore 
a great averfionto the fea, by them called Typhon, becaufe it fwal- 
lowed up their Nile. They alfo hated failorsfomuch that they 
would not fpeak to them; and were not fond of going out of 
their own country, for fear of introducing foreign luxury and 
cuftoms f. 

Neverthelefs they were not ignorant of fea affairs, having 
an order of men among them that followed nothing elfe. The 
Greeks evenconfefs they learned navigation from them J. Dio- 
(torus informs us, that Sejojbis built a formidable navy of 400 
fliips of war, for his expedition to the fouthern Teas, and alfb 
a very large veflel of cedar, near twice as big as one of our 
largeft fiilt rates, being 280 cubits long, gilt without and 
beautified with filver within, which he dedicated to OJiris ||. 
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CHAP. III. 

The liifiory of the Kings of Egypt. 

\\7 E {hall now proceed to the hiftory of the princes who 
VV reigned in Egypt from the mod early times to the final 
conqueft of the country by Alexander, when the fevere predic¬ 
tion of the prophet Ezekiel was fulfilled, there Jhall be no mere 
a prince of tne land of ttgvpt. 

No part of ancient hiitory is more obfeure or uncertain than 
that of the firft Egyptian kings. The Egyptian, writers give the 
jnoft extravagant account of their own antiquities, reckoning a 
race of gods and demigods who governed them before their firft 
king Menes for more than 36,000 years. We have already taken 
notice of the abfurdity of this vain and fabulous claim, taken in a 
literal fenfe, and have given the moll probable application of the 
ground of that fable. From Mrn.es to the time of Alexander 
the Great, they again reckon a fucceflion of upwards of 300 
kings, of 30 different dyr.aflies 01 families, the length of whofe 
reigns together would amount to 5300 years. JoJephus , Syn- 
ccllus, Herodotus , and Diodorus , have likewjfe each given us 
a feries of Egyptian kings; but in their accounts as well as in 
thofe of Manetho preferved by Africanus and Eufebius , there 
are fuch chaims and fuch aDparent corruptions and miftakes 

both in the princes names and the years of their refpetfeive reigns, 
that it is next toimpoUibie to reduce them into a chronological 
order fo as to make them agree with one another, much lefs 
with feripture, and the chronology of other nations who have 
taken notice of their tranfadlions with the Egyptians. 

The mofr probable way to reconcile the different accounts, 
and to reduce the entire feries to the feripture chronology, is to 
iuppofe with the learned Sir John Marjloam and many other 
modern writers on this fubject, that thefe dynafties were not 
fucccllive but collateral. Egypt , they think, immediately after 
the death of Menes was divided into four diftindt kingdoms of 
Thebes , This , Memphis , Tunis , or Lower Egypt. Some divi- 
flons of leffer note afterwards arofe, whofe epochs are more 
difficult to be fettled, and the kingdom continued fo divided 
for almoft feven centuries, till the pallors made theinfelvei 
mailers of all the country, except the kingdom of Thebes , which 
continued for five centuries more, when Egypt again became 
fubjedl to one prince. On this fuppofition the duration of the 
whole empire from Menes to the conqueft of Cambyfes is reduced 
to 1820 years. This however is too large an account, and car¬ 
ries up rhe beginning of the Egyptian kingdom to within four 
years of the l lood. According to Conjlantine Manages it had 
fubfjfted at the conqueft of Cambyfes only 1663 years, there¬ 
fore was founded about 60 years after the difperfion. 

That 
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That the feriesof Egyptian kings was compofed of the names 

of cotemporary princes, appears probable from fcripture. 
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Egypt 


Jehoram, mention 


Sailaco. 


1 Herodotus and Diodorus 
Egypt when it was invade 


After all, the labour of afeertaining the Egyptian chronology is 
rendered in a great meafure unneceflary; and it is like being fol- 
licitous about the extent of a canvas when there is nothing to 
paint on it. For Diodorus informs us, that Mencs was fucceeded 
by 52 kings, whofe reigns altogether took up thefpaceof 1400 
years, in all which time the Egyptians had done nothing worth 

__ding in hiftory; and according to Herodotus , nothing 

worth notice was recorded of 328 princes that reigned after 
Mmcs, excepting of one Ethiopian woman called Nitocris. 

As it would be therefore wafting time to attempt to frame a 
regular and connected chronology of the Egyptian kings, the 
greateft number of whom are only tranfmitted to us by their 
names, we (hall only relate fome tranfaciions that are recorded 
of a few of them by ancient writers, as moft important and in- 
ilrucbYe, and fhall endeavour to fix the times of the events, as 
far as polfible, by hiftorical fynchronifms, and the co-incidence 
of fads. 

Mem, by fome called Mezraim and Menas, according to Menes or 
the unanimous opinion of ancient hiftorians, was the iirft Mizraim 
mortal who was king of Egypt. In his time the whole country, t j ie 
except Tbebais , was a morafs, and no land appeared between k,- no . Q f 
the lake Moeris and the Mediterranean fen, which was feven Egypt. 
days pafiage on the river. He diverted the courfe of the Nile , ^ 
which before wafhed the foot of the fandy mountain towards 
Ljbia, and built the city of Memphis within the ancient bed 
of the river. On the north fide of it he made a lake, and on 
the weft another, both fed by the Nile , which flowed along 
the caft fide of the town. In the city itfelf he built the fa¬ 
mous temple of Vulcan. He was the firft that inftrudted the 
Egyptians in religious matters, that introduced domeftic mag¬ 
nificence and luxury, and that inftituted the pomp of feafts, 
on which account his memory was loaded with the execra¬ 
tions of one of his fucceflbrs. 

From this circumftance of his introducing luxury, Pcrizo - 
n jus concludes that he was not the founder of the Egyptian na¬ 
tion, nor the fame with Mizravni. Sir Jfaac Newton and fa¬ 
ther Pezron likewifebring his reign feveral centuries later down 
than the days of Ham ; but the authority of their arguments 
does not feem equal to that of the teftimony of the ancient 
writers; and Sir John Marjham has pretty clearly evidenced 
that the times of their Mencs coincide with thofe of Mofes’s 
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The ftory of his teaching the 




tians to fa rc 


princes 


Mizraim . 

fumptuoufly 
of the name 
as authors frequently 

of the fame name, though living in very different periods. 

Menus , or Mizraim, is fuppofed to have planted Egypt about 
59 years after the difperfion, or 160 years after die flood, it 
is thought he firft feated himfelf near the entrance of Egypt, 
and perhaps built the city of Zoan, which Bochart proves to 
have been the feat of the Egyptian kings in the firft 
Hebrony in its neighbourhood, the feripture tells us, was built 
feven years before *, and perhaps it was one of his ftations be¬ 
fore he arrived at Egypt. He is faid by Plato to have reigned 
king over all Egypt f, and according to Eufcbius removed to 
the fouth parts of Egypt , that is, the country of Tbebais about 
124 years after the difperfion J. After his planting "Tbebais be 
is fuppofed to have lived 62 years; and allowing him to be born 


ages, 


Arphaxad 


would then be at his death 


in the 285th year of his age. He might perhaps have lived 
to the fame age with his cotemporary Arpbaxady who died in 
his 458th year; but the antients were of opinion that he was 
killed. 

The learned Shuckford thinks that upon the death of Men;; 
or Mizraim, Egypt was immediately divided into feven king¬ 
doms among his feven Tons mentioned in feripture, who be l'up- 
pofes were the feven Cabiri, the fons of Sydic. To thefe an 
8th perfon was added, concerning: whole name the ancients 
differed a little, 
mentions along: 1 


This perhaps might be PhiUJlim 
T ith the fons of Mizrahi. Tw< 


whom Mm 
** king- 


wo of til 


_ __ __ __ __ .. _ _ u 

Egypt 


sly, the kingdom of Nopb or Mcmpl 
Pathros or Tbebais , from Patbrufim. 



Tbebais 
, Taant 
Hermes 


* * x-' 

T o Tbyoih, 


curius, they attributed the invention of letters, and of many 
arts and fciences. 

There are almoft no accounts of the fucceeding kings of 
Egypt for many centuries. Some unconnedted tranfa£lions are 
related, concerning a few of them, but to what period thefe 
ought to be referred remains very doubtful. 

A great revolution is mentioned to have happened in 


paftors or in the reien of Timaus, when a multitude of ftrangers, of an 

il_1_• 11 /■> , t ^ 1 


fhepherds ignoble race, poured from the eaft into that kingdom, and the 
invadeand inhabitants not daring to oppofe them, they reduced the whole 
fubdue country. Having iecured their conqueft, they inhumanly 

% 


burnt the cities, threw down the temples 


and 


* Numb. xiii. 22. 
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put many of the antient inhabitants to death* and carried away 
their wives and children into captivity. One of their own 
number, named Salatis , being appointed king, fixed his refi- 
dence at Memphis, and leaving garrifons in the moft proper 
places, kept both the higher and lower country under tribute. 
Fearing an invafion of the AJJyrians , who were at that time 
very powerful, he particularly fortified the eaftern parts, and 
finding a convenient city called Abaris, an the Bubajiic chan¬ 
nel of the river, he rebuilt and fortified it, and ftationed 
therein a garrifon of 24,000 men. Salatis dying, was fucceed- 
ed by five others, namely, Beon, Aphacnas, Apophis, Jan’tas , 
ami Ajjts, who treading in his foptfteps, did their utmoft to 
root out the whole nation of the Egyptians. Thefe invaders 
the Egyptians diftinguifhed by the name of Hycfos , or fhepherd- 
kings. According to Manetho , as quoted by Jofephus, they 
came from Arabia , and held all lower Egypt in fubjedtion for 
the fpace of 259 years, at the end of which they were obliged, 
by a king of upper Egypt, named Amojis and Thctmofis, to quit 
the country and retire elfewhere. This prince’s father had, it 
hems, driven them to Abaris, where AjnoJis befieged them with 
an army of 480,000 men. Finding, however, that he could 
not reduce them by force, he propofed an accommodation, by 
which it was concluded that they were to retire from Egypt 
without moleftation. They accordingly withdrew towards 
Syria with their families to the number of 240,000, and fear¬ 
ing the AJJyrians, who were then very powerful in Aft, 


of 


Jcrufal 


Judea, a city which they cal 

Jofeph 


Many authors from this relation, imagine that the expulfion 
of the fhepherds, and the Exodus of the children of Ifrael are 
the fame tranfa&ion; but the circumftances of the Ifraelites 
leaving Egypt, as related in feripture, differ fo widely from 
thofe attending the expulfion of the fhepherds, that they do 


not appear to us to be the fame event. 


Ifaac Newton makes 


the fhepherds to have been the Canaanites , who fled from 
JoJhua, and went into Africa ; but in their flight feized on the 
kingdom of the lower Egypt in the reien of Timaus or Tham- 


muz. 


vafion happened 157 years before 


Marjham , the fhepherd 


m- 


Ifrael 


Egypt. As it feems impoflible to fix the time of this invafion of 
the paftors, we have chofen to relate it and their expulfion 
together, though the one was 259 years pofterior to the other. 

According to Diodorus, Bufiris in procefs of time became Buf 
king of Egypt, and was fucceeded by eight princes of his line, kin 


g of 


the laft of which was alfo called Bujiris, and was the founder Egypt. 
of the citv of Thebes . which he made the canital of his kino-- ^ 

dom. 


I 

cruelty 


Buff, 


accounts to be only allegorical; and Sir John Marjham 
bir Ifaac Newton think that no king of that name ever reigne 
tyyp *• Perizonius fuppofes he is placed too early by Diodoi 

Ofy?, 
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Ofyman - Qfymandyas 


djas 


His fa¬ 
mous 

buildings. 


ed, or when he reigned. 


It is uncertain whom he fuceeed- 
He is laid to have reduced the 


Badlrians with an army confifting of 400,000 foot and 20,000 
horfe. Diodorus gives a very particular defcription of many 
magnificent edifices railed by him, one of which confided of 
valt courts, porticos, Ihrincs, temples, a library, his own 
tomb, and other buildings, adorned with fculptures and paint¬ 
ings of exquifite beauty, reprefenting his expedition againft 
the Baclrians. After pafiing the firit court which was 200 
feet in extent, you arrived at a portico of a fquare form, each 
fide being 400 feet long. The ceiling was blue and leeded 
with Itars; and inftead of pillars it was fupportedby reprefen- 
tations of animals, each of one flone 15 cubits high, adorned 
with figures after the ancient manner. 'This portico led to a 
fecond court every way like the firft, only more enriched 
with various fculptures. At the entrance were three Hatties, 
each of one Hone, the workmanlhip of Memnoti the Syenite. 
One of them, which was the ftatue of the king, was in a fitting 
pofturc, and the largeft of all Egypt) the length of its foot 
exceeding feven cubits. "File other two, which ilood one at 
each knee, represented his mother and daughter. This won¬ 
derful piece had the following infeription, I am Olymamlyas, 

king of kings ^ be that would know my grandeur or where I lie let 
him furpafs me in any of my ivories. Here alfo was another ftatue 
of his mother by itfelf 20 cubits high, cut out of one ftonc, 
and having on its head three queens, fignifying that Ihe had 
been the daughter, wife, and mother of a king. Beyond this 
court was a fecond portico far exceeding the firif. On one of 
its walls the king was reprefented with his army bcfieging a 
town and fighting in the front of the battle, accompanied by 
a lion, an emblem, according to fome, of his extraordinary cou¬ 
rage, though others laid, that he always fought with a tame 
lion at his fide. On another wall were reprefented the cap¬ 
tives, with their hands and privities lopt off, to exprefs their 
cowardice. The third wall contained various fculptures and 
paintings, reprefenting his facrificcs and triumph; and on the 
fourth wall were two gigantic ilutues all of one ftone in a fit¬ 
ting pofture, and zy cubits high. In the middle was an altar 

in the open air of mo ft fhining marble, and of excellent work- 
manfhip. 

From the fourth fide you entered by three paflages into 2 
great ball 200 feet fquare, fupported by columns after the man¬ 
ner of a mufic theatre. Here were many wooden ftatucs, re- 
prefenting parties engaged in law, and the judges hearing the 
caufes. I he prefident was (urrounded with books, and from 
his neck hung an image with its eyes fhut, denoting that judges 
ought to be perfectly verfed in the laws, and impartial in the 
ad mini ft rati on of them. J11 a neighbouring sjallerv the king 
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amounting to about 2 


millions ltcrling. 
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ftext was the facred library, the oldeft mentioned in hiftory, 

.jth the following infcription. Here is containedpbyfic for the 
, u l Contiguous to this were the images of all the Egyptian 
ods, to each of whom the king was reprefented as paying 
litable offerings. Not far from hence was a magnificent edi- 
ce, in which were 20 couches to feaft on, and the ftatues of 
■ u piter , Juno, and the king, who was thought to be here in¬ 
ched. His fepuichre was encompafled with a circle of 
old, a cubit in thicknefs, and 365 cubits in circumference. 

’he circle was divided according to the days of the year, and 
lewed the rifing and fetting of the ftars and their afpe&s, 
wording to the Egyptian aftrology. It was afterwards carried 
away by Cambyfes the Perf an f. 

The defendants of Ofymandyas reigned after him to the Uchoreuu 
eighth generation, and the laft of them was called Uchoreus , 
to whom was attributed the building of Memphis , which has 
already been aferibed to Mcnes. He tranflated the imperial 
city from Thebes to Memphis , which he is faid to have extended 
to the circumference of ^offadia, or about 20 miles, fecur- 
ing it by immenfe trenches or mounds from the infults either 
of the Nile , or of an invader. He alfo adorned it with pa¬ 
laces, which, though they furpafled thole in any other 
country, yet fell fhort of tnofe that had been raifed by his 
predecelfors. 

The next prince mentioned by Diodorus is Myris or Maris , Nitocris. 
according to Herodotus , who before him mentions one Nito¬ 
ms, an Ethiopian woman, who fucceeded her brother, whom 
the Egyptians had murdered. At what period fhe reigned can¬ 
not be determined. Sir John Marjbam and father Pezron , 
place her loon after the lfracutes came into Egypt ; but Sir 
Ifaac Newton brings her many generations later. To revenge 
her brother’s murder, fhe is laid to have put many of the Egyp¬ 
tians to death privately and by ftratagem. Particularly, fhe is 

faid to have contrived a fubterraneous building, to have in¬ 
vited thither the principal a&ors againft her brother to partake 
of a fealf, and in the midft of their mirth to have turned the 
river upon them by a private paflage, and to have drowned 
them all. She is reported to have built the three great py¬ 
ramids *. 

Twelve generations afterwards Myris or Maris came to the Maris « 
throne. This king dug the famous lake that bore his name, and 
ere&ed the two pyramids which Rood in the midlt or it. He alfo 
built a fumptuous portico on the north fide of Vulcan s temple 
at Memphis. According to Herodotus , he was the 330th king 
horn Mcnes , and the immediate predeceflor of Sefojlris. 

As the reign of Scjojlris , who was alfo called oefoofis , Sctho- Sefojlris. 
/is, Sefonchis , Srfonchojis , Sic. is one of the molt extraordi¬ 
nary m the Egyptian fiiltory, cnronologers have been very fo- 


t Diod. I. 1. * Idem ibid. Herod. 1 . 2. Syncel. ut fupra. 

licitous 
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Irci tous to fix the time when he flourifhed. Sir John Marfa 
thinks, that he is the fame with the Se/ac or Sbijbak , who, thi 
fcriptures mention, in the days of Rehoboam took and plun¬ 
dered Jcrufalem. Sbijbak , he fays, is the firft Egyptian king 
called by his proper name in fcripture, unlefs Ramefes be ra- 
ther the name of a king than a country. Sbijbak , according 
to the Sept nag int and Vulgate verfions, was followed by multi, 
tudes of Lybtans , Troglodytes , and Ethiopians , nations whom 
the prophane hiftorians fay he had previoufly conquered. j ,?. 
fepbus alfo fays, Herodotus was miftakcn only in the kings 
name, which implies that Shijloak and Sefojlris were the fame; 
and Herodotus profeffes to have feen fome of the pillars of 
Sefojlris in the Syrian Paleftine, which Sir John thinks were 
railed by the conqueror, to the difgrace of Rehoboam , who 
gave up the city without the leaft reftftance. 

Perizonius on the other hand affirms, that Se/ac and Sefojlris 
are kings widely different and remote from each other. ’After 
proving that Sir John had mifapprehended the expreffions of 
Jofephus , he fays, that Sefojlris , by the common confent of 
the Greeks , particularly of Herodotus , Diodorus, Strabo , and 
Ariflotle , was much older than the Trojan war. According to 
Jornandes , he flourifhed before the Amazons . Jtjlin fays, he 
lived before the days of Ninus\ and AUian, that he was in- 
ftrruffed by Mercury. If Sefojlris had been cotemporary with 
Rehoboam , he thinks, the Greeks , who were then in pofleffion 
of great part of Afta Minot\ whither the conqueror carried 
his arms, would not have omitted taking notice of his expedi¬ 
tion, which probably Homer , who was born a few years 
after, would have alfo remarked. Herodotus , however, pro¬ 
fefles he received the whole ftory from the Egyptians. Mmtk 
exprefly fays, that /Egyptus and Danaus were only different 
names for Sethofis and his brother Armais , which was probably 
the Egyptian opinion ; and Danaus is laid to have come into 
Greece three ages before the Trojan war. According to the fcrip¬ 
tures alfo and Jofepbus, Sefac, after plundering Jerifalem and 
the temple, returned home; but by prophane accounts Sefojlris 
over-ran all Afia , in a continued expedition of nine years. 
From Herodotus he thinks it may be concluded, that Sefojlri j 
lived about an age before the Trojan war, though, in tact, be 
mult have been fomewhat older, if he be the fame with /EtjP- 
tus , the brother of Danaus. He therefore conjectures that be 
flourifhed in the days of the Judges , and thinks that the 
Ifra elites did not take notice of his expedition, as it was notfo 
much againft them, as the other inhabitants of the country, 
who then held them in fubjection; and that Sefojlris nuking 
ho change in the government of any country, nor taking any 
pains to fecure his conquefh, his reducing Palefiine mighr be 
looked upon by them only as a tranfient paffage of his anny^ 
Pezron fuppofes Sefo/lris to be the fame with Aistvptus ; but 


that he was widely diftant from 


Sefonchis , which laft he thinks was Shijha. 
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court. 


* 

this hi ng for the very Pharaoh who perifhed jn the Red fea, 
a!U j the very Typbon of the mythologifts *. The great Sir 
)jfinc Neivton is of the opinion, that Se/ojlris is the Ofiris of 
ttie Egyptians* the Bacchus of the Greeks, and the Shijhak of 
the fcrjpt are ; and, according to the learned Ujhcr f, he was the 
fon of Amcnophis, who was drowned in the Red fea; and Ame- 
,,/jf.his being the fatlier of ARgyptus was confequently the Belas 

of the Greeks. 

Since we find the greateff chronologers cannot agree as to 
the time when Sefq/fris reigned, we (hall proceed to collect 
the beft account we can of his exploits which have been greatly 
celebrated. Whoever his father was, it is faid the god Vulcan 
appeared to him in a dream, and admonifhed him that, the fon, 
which was or (hould be born to him, would be lord of the 
whole earth. On the authority of this vifion he immediately 
formed the defign of making his fon a conqueror, and ordered All the 
all the males in Egypt born on the fame day with his fon, to bovs bom 
be brought to court, where they were educated as if they had on '.the 
been his own children, with the fame care beftowed on Sefojlris ; f ame day 
being perfuaded that they who had been the conftantand equal with him 
companions of his childhood and youth, would prove the moft brought to 
faithful minifters, and moft affectionate fellow foldiers. As 
they grew up they were by degrees inured to laborious and 
manly exercifes, and in particular were never permitted to 
talfe of any thing till they had performed a courfe of 180 fur¬ 
longs, or upwards of 22 miles. By this exerciie of the body, 
and by a proper cultivation of the mind, they were equally 
fitted to command and to execute. 

When Sefojlris was more advanced in years, his father fent ^ ^ 
him againft the Arabians , in order that by fighting againft them expe ^j. 
he might acquire military knowlege. In this, as in all his ^ 
other expeditions, being accompanied with the youth educated 
with him, he furmounted all the dangers of ferpents arid vene- 
mous creatures, all the wants and hardfhips of a dry and barren 
country, and in the end fubdued the Arabians , who till then 
had never been conquered. He next, by his father’s delire, 
invaded Lybia , and carried his arms as far weft as the Atlantic 
ocean. His father dying whilfthe was on this expedition, his 
great fucccfs, or his remembrance of the prediction of Vulcan, 
infpired him with the defign of conquering the whole earth. 

He accordingly made great preparations for his enterprize, to 

which fome lay he was moreover excited by his daughter 
dtbyrte, who, by divination, by dreams in temples, and by 
prodigies in the air, had obtained afturancesof his luccefs. 

having in view a gencial conqueft, and knowing that he He under- 
oiuft he long abfent and far remote from Egypt , he therefore, ta j tes t0 
is much as was in his power, endeared himfelf to all his fub- conquer 
efts, by his generofity, juftice, and a popular and obliging the*whole 

_world. 


againft 
Arabi a. 
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behaviour. He divided the whole kingdom into 36 nomes 0 
provinces, aligning a governor to each of them, and conftitu 
ting his brother Armais fiipreme regent, with ample authority, 
forbiding him however the ufe of the diadem, and command 
ing him to offer no injury to the queen or her children, and tc 
abftain from the royal concubines. After fettling the govern¬ 
ment, he formed an army of the choicefl of his fubjects, con- 
lifting of 600,000 foot, 24,000 horfe, and 27,000 armed cha¬ 
riots, and beftowed the chief commands on his beloved com 
panions, who were upwards of 1700 in number. To fecure 
their affection and attachment to himfclf and his fucceffors, 
he fettled 011 his whole army certain portions of the moft fertile 
land in Egypt , that neither they nor their pofterity, lying un¬ 
der the neceftity of feeking a livelihood by mercantile or me¬ 
chanic callings, might wholly apply themfelves to the military 


r , profeflion. 
Fie tub- tj- c..n. 


dues the 
Ethio¬ 
pians. 


Ethlop 


duced, and obliged to pay an annual tribute of ebony, gold, 
and ivory. He is generally believed to have been the firft that 
fubdued Ethiopia and Trogloditica , and is faid to have reached 
the promontory of Dira , near the ftraits of the Red fea, where 
he fet up a pillar, with an infeription in facred characters, and 
advancing to the country where cinamon grows, he there left 
monuments and pillars which were feen many ages after. 

His naval Befides his land army, he had likewife immenfe naval force?. 


expedi¬ 
tions. 


Diodoi 


Mt 
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Manetho , who, by Scihojis means Sefojl 
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He 


his confecrating a fpacious and magnificent flop to the fiipreme 
god of the Thebans , and by thefe naval armaments, it feem? 
that he had not only defigned to bring navigation into credit 
among the Egyptians , but had even conquered their averfton 
to fea affairs. With the fit ft of thefe fleets he failed into the 
Indian fea or Perjian gulf, and after fubduing all the nations on 
thoi'e coafls, continued his courfe till being ftopped by certain 
fhoals and difficult places he returned back t o Egypt; or, ac¬ 
cording to another author, he did not go on hoard himfelf, but 
fent them out againft the iflands and maritime places of the 
continent as far as India. With his Mediterranean fquadron 
he conquered Cyprus , the fea-coaft of Pbenicia , and feveral 
of the Cyclades . I\o further mention is made of his exploits 
by fea. 

As to his land conquefls, ail authors agree, that he overran 

1 1 _n ant j ^ome part of Europe. He crofledtk 


marches Ganges , on the banks of which river he ereefed pillars, anl 
beyond afterwards advanced eaffward till he was ftopped by the main 
the ocean. Returning from thence, he invaded, and, according 

Ganges. 

Invades 
Scjthia. 


to feme conquered the Scythians. J , 
his ambaffadors were treated with contempt by the Scythia 
and that he himfelf was pwrfued by them to the borders & 
Egypt , and, in his flight, loft all his baggage and warlike ftore 


PH 



97 


OF THE WORLD. 

Pliny arid Valerius Flaccus like wife relate that he was 
with great daughter by the Colchians. Neverthelefs it i 
that he left a colony at Colchis , where the Egyptian 
•iml euftoms have been ever fince retained. Herodoti. 


-- 

or whether part 


army, 


Phaft. 


cfojlris, 

ir, and 


C debts. 


ywn •— . q f 7 - — -7 

Egyptian defeent. They refembled the Egyptians not only in 
their perfons but in their language and euftoms, particularly 
that of circumcifion: and from the fame author it appears, 
that the relation to each other was acknowieged on both fides. 

From Colchis Sefojlris patted into Europe and invaded Thrace , PafTes ii 
which was the utmoft boundary of his progrefs weftward in Europe, 
this grand expedition ; for being in danger of lofing his army, and in- 
through want of provifions, and by the difficulty of the pafles, vades 
he was obliged to return. Another reafoti however is afligned E brace. 
for his retreat, and Manetho informs us, that from the high 
prieltof Egypt he had received advice that his brother had re¬ 
volted. His pillars were no where to be feen in Europe beyond 
Thrace, but in Afia Minor from one fea to the other, Herodotus 
faw monuments of his victories and pillars, with this infeription. 


by the poiucr of 
blematical 


of kings , and lord of lords , fubdued 


On his pillars he denoted by em- 
whether any nation had bafely 


by arms. 


reprefentations, wlietner any 
him without oppofition 


return 


fence and great diftance, had aflumed the diadem, violated the t0 Egypt. 
queen, and taken to himfelf the royal concubines, Sefojlris 
haftened from Thrace , and, after an abfence of nine yc$rs. 


Pelujium , loaded with the fpoils of AJi 
bv an infinite multitude of captives of all nations. The 


A 


fubmiifion. 


but having formed a defign to cut him off and to deftroy his 
family, when they had gone to reft after a banquet, he fet fire 
to fome reeds that he had collected round their apartment. 

Sefojlris finding his guards overcharged with liquor, and in¬ 
capable of affiiting him, after imploring the affiftance of the 
gods, rufhed through the flames, and was followed by his wife 
and children. After performing his vows to the gods, he took 
revenge on his brother Armais or Danaus , who, being on 

this occafion driven out of Egypt , is faid to have withdrawn 
[into Greece. 

The king havingagain obtained the quiet pefleffion ofhisking-r 
[dom, laid afide all thoughts of war, and difbanded his forces, after 
.warding them according to their merit. With regard to him- . 

Mf he employed the repofe which peace allowed him, in railing Hiswork% 

•uch ftupendous works as might immortalize his name, and 
contribute to the public good. He eroded a temple in every 


<r dedicated 

Voi.l. H 


fcity 
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deity of each place, employing no Egyptian in the courfe of 
fo univerfal an undertaking ; wherefore on each of the temples 
there was this infeription. No one native laboured hereon . In 
remembrance of his deliverance at Pelufium. he railed fix gigantic 
Ratues, each of one Hone, before the temple of Vulcan at 
Memphis , two of them, reprefenting himfelf and his wife, 
were 30 cubits high ; the other four were in height 20 cubit?, 
and reprefented his Ions. He likewife railed two marble obe- 

eaeh 120 cubits high, and inferibed on them an account 
of the greatnefs of his power, the amount of his revenues, and 
the nations he conquered. In order to prevent the incurfions 
of the Syrians and Arabians he fortified the eaft fide of Egypt 
with a wall, running from Pelufium to Heliopolis , about 

He alfo raifed an incredible number of vail 



miles in length. 
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and lofty mounts of earth, to which he removed fuch tow 
as had before too low a iituation. All the way from Memphis 
to the fea he dug canals, which branched out from the Nile, 
thereby rendering the communication of places more eafy, 
and the country almoft impaffable to an enemy, fo that Egypt, 
which had hitherto been famous for her horfes and chariots was 
now no longer the fame place in thofe refpe&s, and put on a 
new face *. In the mean time fome of the captives, it is faid, 
grew defperate under the intolerable flavery impofed upon them, 
and that particularly the Babylonians arofe, and refolved at all 
hazards to fhake off their bondage. After ravaging the coun¬ 
try m their neighbourhood from a ftrong hold which they: 
pofteffed, they at laft obtained a pardon, and built a city which 
they called Babylon.- Diodorus relates the like of the Trojan 
captives. 

The fame author (peaks with applaufe of a foolifh and in¬ 
human action of Sejo/lris , which greatly tarni flies his other 
virtues. When he went to the temple, or entered the capita! 


city, he caufed the conquered princes who waited on 
their tribute, to be hameiied four abreaft to his chari 


him with 


iot inftead 

of horfes, and indolently valued himfelf upon being drawn by 
the lords and Sovereigns of other nations. This practice he 
continued, as is laid, till a certain day, when obferving one of 
the kings who drew him along, look with great ftedfaftnefs back 
on one of the wheels, he afked him, what his thoughts were 
engaged on. He anlwcred, O king , the going round of the who! 
cal's to ray mind the vicijjit tides of fortune ; for as every part of th 
zchcel is uppermojl and lowcrmojt by turns \ jo it is with men , who 
one day fit cn a throne and on the next arc reduced to the vilefl 
gree of flavery. The mfulting conqueror by this anfwer was 
He lofts brought to his fenles, and thenceforth treated his captives with 

great humanity. He at length in his old age loft his fight, and 


his fight 


and die 


CO 


laid violent hands on himfelf, after he had reigned 33 years, 
and left his kingdom immenfely rich; for, according to ’ Tacit ®> 
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the tributes paid to him, were not inferior to thofe received by 
| t he Romans in the heighth of their grandeur *. 

Sefojlris was fucceeded by hisfon Pheron , who is alfo Riled ph ronv r 
Sefos/is or *Sefojlris II. He performed no military exploits, but Se/frit If. 
had the misfortune in common with his father to be ftruck blind. 

Though this might be really owing to fome infirmity derived 
from his parent, yet it is laid to have bc.-n a punifhment in¬ 
flicted on him for his impiety towards the river, which he of¬ 
fended by throwing a dart into it at a time when its overflowing 
exceeded the ufual bounds. After he had been oppreffed by a 
total darknefs for ten years, the oracle of Butus declared that 
he would recover his fight if he paid particular devotions to the 
god of Heliopolis, and wafhed his eyes with the urine of a wo¬ 
man who had never known any man befides her hufband. He 
began with his own wife, but receiving no benefit from her, 
went on from one woman to another, till at length he was re¬ 
lieved by a poor gardener’s wife, whom he therefore made 
queen, fending the adulterefles to a city called Erythibolus , 
which together with them he burnt. 

The lceptre continued in the family of Sefojlris for two other ^ ma r St 
generations, and many ages after fell to Amafis or Ammojis, who J ' 
treated his fubjeCls with infufferable arrogance and cruelty. 

After they had long groaned under his tyranny, they joined 
Aelifancs king of Ethiopia, who had invaded Egypt, and, by his 
affiftance, drove their unnatural prince from the throne. 

Aciifmcs having united Egypt to Ethiopia reigned with great A el Jar a y 
moderation, and behaved affe&ionately towards his new lub- an Ethio- 
jects. Having, by a careful fearch, difeovered and apprehended pi an, 
all the Egyptian thieves and robbers, he caufed their nofes to conquers 
he cut oft, and banilhed them to the remoteft part of the de- Egypt, 
fiert towards Syria, where they inhabited a town called Rhino- 
colura , from their maimed countenances. Though the foil was 
lb barren that it fcarce afforded one neceffary of life, yet necef- 
fity luggefired to them a means of fupplying themielves with 
food; for it is reported they made long nets of flit reeds, and 
with them caught great numbers of quails, which came in flocks 
from the lea fhore. 

Upon the death of Aftifmcs the Egyptians chofeakingnamed Menaes 
Mendes or Mar us , who is celebrated for the fepulchral labyrinth chofea 
he built. king. 

After an anarchy or interreign for five generations, Ceies, 
whom the G?-ccks called Proteus , a Memphite of obfeure birth, Proteus 
waschofen king, and according to Herodotus and Diodorus- he elected 
flourilhed in the time of the Trojan war. Perizonius rejeSb the king, 
teftimonyof thefe authors, and believes Proteus was the Sethos 
of Manetho and the Typhon of the poets. Sir Ifaac Newton 
imagines he might have been governor of fome part of Lower 
Egypt under Amenophis i as Homer places him on the ( lea coaft. 
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and calls him the fervant of Neptune. According to the Egyp¬ 
tian prieds he was a magician, and could affume any fhape or 

form he pleafed, even that of fire. This table probably owed 




Egypt 


prefentations of animals or vegetables, or even with burning in- 
cenfe, as to many enfigns of royalty to drike the beholders with 

« fl < .• • • • 41/ 


l'mis and 

Helen ar¬ 


rive in 


dread and fu perdition *. 


in tne reign or rroteus, rans tne "Trojan , was a riven Dy a 
dorm into the Nile with Helen whom he was carrying to Troy. 
The king being informed of his bafe perfidy, immediately feiz- 
cd him and all that were with him. He detained Helen and 
her hutband’s valuable effects, and ordered Paris and his com¬ 
panions to quit his dominions in three days, upon pain of being 
treated as enemies, and ten years after, when Menclaus, upon 
his return from Troy, called at his court, he redored to him 
Helen with all her treafure. Herodotus proves, from fome paf- 
fages in Homer, that the voyage of Paris to Egypt was not un¬ 
known to that poet. 

Proteus was fucceeded by his fon Rbempbis or Rhamfinitm , 
who, according to Diodorus, was fo fordidly avaricious, that 
during his whole reign he a&ed the part rather of a mcan-fpirited 
deward than of a king, and at his death left an immenfe trea¬ 
fure of 400,000 talents. Being defirous to fecure his treafure, 
he commanded a trealure-houfe to be firmly built; but the ar¬ 
chitect intending to have fome {hare of the riches, indead of 
finifhingthe building compleatly, placed one of the donesin 
fo artful a manner that it could be taken out, and put in again 
by one man only. As he was prevented by death from accom- 
piidiing his defign, on his death-bed he gave full indrudions 
Vvhdchis to his two fons howto execute it. After they had for fome 
plundered time plundered the treafury, and carried oft* large fums, the 
by the ar- king, who obferved the gradual diminution of his wealth, with¬ 
out being able to dtl'cover how the thieves had accefs, as he 
found his leal upon the door always whole, ordered feveral 
drong traps to be left in the treafury. By this means one of 
the brothers was at lad taken; but finding it impoffible to efcape, 
he prefled his brother to cut off his head, and retire to prevent 
any dilcovcry. The king next morning examining the fuccefc 
of his project, upon finding a man without a head in the fnare, 
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R lempbis 


or Pi 


rnitn- 


✓ * 
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Builds a 
trenfure- 

licuie. 


chiteft’s 
two fons, 


hudened out in the greated confuiion; but recovering himfelf, 
ordered the body to be expolcd on the outfide of the wall to 
the public view, charging the guards placed round it to oblcne 
the countenances of the Ipedtators, and to feize thole who ap* 
peared ierrowful. The furviving brother, urged by his mother'? 
entreaties and threats, formed the defign of carrying off his 
brother’s body. Accordingly driving his afles thither loaded 


* 
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with /kins of wine, he found means, by the ftratagem of letting 

his wine run out, to intoxicate and ftupify the guards. While 
they were in a deep deep, he fhaved the right cheek of each of 
them, by way of derifion, and, in the middle of the night, ear¬ 
ned off the body on one of his affes. This a&ion {fill more 
aftonilhed the king, who being now more earned; to difeover the 
thief, ordered his daughter to proftitute herfelf to all comers 
promifeuoudy, on condition that each fhould previoudy confefs 
to her the mod: ingenious adfion he had ever managed, and the 
greatest crime he had ever committed. The young man re¬ 
volving again to perplex the king, went to the palace to his 
daughter, and confeffed to her that he had cut off his brother’s 
head, and afterwards carried off his body. When die then of¬ 
fered to lay hold of him, he ftretched out to her the arm of a 
dead man which he had carried in under his cloak, and, whilefhc 
feized that in the dark, made his efcape. The king’s refent- 
ment being now converted to admiration, he promifed a pardon 
and rewards to the perfon who had robbed his treafury, if he 
would difeover himfelf. The young man, upon this proclama¬ 
tion, immediately made himfelf known ; and the king account¬ 
ing him far fuperior in wifdom to any man then living, gave 
him his daughter in marriage. Herodotus , who relates this 

dory, does not warrant the truth of every particular. 

Rhamfinitus , after this, was reported to have gone down to 
hell, and to have played at dice with Ceres, who, at his depar¬ 
ture, prefented him with a golden bowl. The Egyptians , for 
many ages, celebrated the remembrance of this journey with 
great folemnity. To return from thefe fables to what has the 
air of truth and probability, this king is laid to have reigned 
with great prudence and juftice, and to have been a ilridt ob- 
ferver of that good order, which, till his death, had uninter¬ 
ruptedly fubfilfed throughout the kingdom. 

The feven fucceflors of this prince performed nothing memo- Nil, 
rable, excepting Nilus y who is celebrated by Diodorus for the 
great number of canals he dug all over the country, and for his 
endeavours to make the Nile as univerfally ferviceable as poffible. 
From thence the river, which had been hitherto called Aigyptus, 
was now called after his name. 

Cheops , Chemnis , or Chcmhes , is by Diodorus reckoned the 8th Chi 
from Rhamfinitus ; but Herodotus places no difiance between 
them. This king is branded for his impiety and tyranny. He 
began his reign with {hutting up the temples, and forbidding all 
public facrifices ; and then trampling on the laws, and invading 
the liberties of his people, reduced them to a ftate of the molt 
laborious flavery. He harraflecl great numbers of his fubjedts, 
by compelling them to dig ftones in the mountains of Arabia , to 
trat.fport them to Egypt , and then to build the large!! of the 
three great pyramids. The execution of his vain-glorious works, 
however, reduced him fo low, that he expofed his daughter to 
common proftitution. The daughter by this means procured 
to much wealth, that file herfelf built a fmalJ pyramid. 
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Ceplrwts. After Cheops had reigned 50 years, he was fucceeded by his 

brother Ccphrenes. He likewife was a tyrant, reigned 56 years, 
and built a pyramid. Though both of them defigned thefe py¬ 
ramids for their tombs, yet neither were depofited in them after 
' ~ir death ; but were buried by their friends where no body 
could find them, to avoid the refentment of the multitude. 

Upon the death o i Gephrenus, Mycerinus his nephew, and the 
fon of Cheops , fucceeded to the throne. He was a good and 
merciful prince, and deteiling the impiety and injuftice of his 
father and uncle, again opened the temples, reftored the lacri- 
fices, and allowed the people to purfue their private affairs. His 
generofity and good-nature are laid to have been fo great, that 
if at any time complaint was made to him of a hard fentence 
pronounced in matters of property, he would fatisfy the party 
aggrieved, to the amount of the lofs, out of his ov/n treafure. 
Whilft he was thus intent on the happinefs of his people, he 
\vas afflidhed with the death of his favourite daughter, and the 
oracle o iButus declared that his reign would continue only fe- 
ven years. He ordered extraordinary honours to be paid to the 
memory of his daughter, which were ftill continued in Herodo¬ 
tus's time, and expoftulated with the oracle, why fo long and 
profperous a reign had been indulged to his impious father and 
uncle, whilft his own, which he had hitherto ipent in acts of 
piety and humanity, was to be fo fhort and unhappy? He was 
anfwered, that it was on thefe accounts he was to be fo foon 
cut off; it being the will of the gods to 




punifhment 


D’P* 


reign 


which was appointed to be as long as thofe of the pre¬ 
ceding monarchs, was fliortened, on account of his too great 


lenity. 


Refolving, therefore, to make the moft of the fmall re- 

thcnceforward made no diftinclion between 


day and night, but /pent his time in revelling and drinking, and 
roved about among the groves and meadows, thinking thereby 
inftead of fix to live twelve years. He is laid to have built a 
pyramid, but much inferior in dimenfions to that of his father. 

Qntf iHv.s After Mycerinus, Herodotus places Jfychis\ but, according to 

' Diodorus , the reign of Gnefattus intervened. Whether he was 


ferts, 


that 


of My 


he was in great ftraits for want of provifions, ivhich 
obliged him to take up with the poor and /lender diet he met 
with. Falling afterwards into a profound and fweet /!eep, he 
was fo delighted therewith, that he prohibited for the future ail 
exccfs and luxury, and curfed Menes who introduced them, and 
even engraved his curie, with the confent of the priefts, upon a 
pillar, which was feen in the temple at Thebes. 
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fts predeceflors. So high was the veneration his fubje&s paid 
him, that they fabled that IJis fent an afp to deprive him of 
his fight, that he might judge righteoufly. His fine qualities 
were lomewhat debafed by his great propenfion to avarice. Of 
jhc'bis it is related that he built a famous pyramid of brick, and 
likewife eredted the caftcrn portico to the temple of Vulcan ^ with 
a magnificence that eclipfed the others. The law relating to 
loans was alfo enacted by Him. His fucceflor Anyfis , a blind Anyjis . 
nun, was driven from the throne by Sabbaco ; whence it is 
concluded that he was not fuccefior but cotemporary with.Afy- 
ebu or Bocchoris. Herodotus alfo relates that Ecus^ the father of 
Pfammiticbus , was flain by the fame Ethiopian : lo that if Ecus 
is fuppofed of royal dignity, we have three kings dethroned by 
the fame invader. It would from thence feem probable that the 
Egyptians, out of often tat ion and to fupport their pretenfions to 
antiquity, placed many of their cotemporary kings in order of 
fuccefiion. 

Sabbaco king of Ethiopia was encouraged to invade Egypt by Sabbaco 
an oracle, which promiled him the pofteftion of the kingdom 50 the Ethio - 


years 


he governed with great clemency and juftice. 


Egypt 

He never would 


eonfent to the death of any criminal, though capitally con¬ 
demned, commuting the punifhment into hard labour, which 
confifted in railing of mounts and digging of canals; fo that 
the cities of Egypt were raifed higher, and rendered more com¬ 
modious, than they had been by Scfo/lris. He built feverai 
magnificent temples, and among the reft one in the city of B11- 

gives a long defeription. After a 


Herodotus 


Ethiop 


the throne of Egypt to Anyfis , who during this time had con¬ 
cealed himfelf in the fens. It is believed that Sabbaco was the 
So of Scripture, whofe affiftance was follicited by Hojhea king 
ol Ifracl againft Shalmanajfar the AJJyrian. 

Alter Any ft s reigned cue Scthon, who was alfo prieft of Vul~ 
can. He not only neglected the military clais, but even de¬ 
prived them of their inheritances and privileges ; which in- 
cenfed them fo much, that they entered into a combination not 
to bear arms under him. Senacherib king of Abbxria loon after 


iufit 


A[}'yria loon 
■mv, defigning to 


ade Egypt. The 


their relentment, abiblutely refilled to march againft the in¬ 
vaders. 


Sethon ncverthelefs, being encouraged by a vifion fiom 

'lujli 

ftopkeepers, 

his enemies were di farmed” and thrown into confulion by 
an infinite multitude of field-rat 


and labourers ; and the night after his arrival. 


... .. y which entered their camp, 

and gnawed to pieces their quivers, bow-lfrings, and fhield- 




ilraps. 
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opinion, that Senacherib^ what lofs foever he might have fuf- 
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titude cf Egyptian captives. According to them, the prophecv 

^ -* i~ j *' J1 \ * 1 /* /- 1 /■* 11 1 /i/- . n r. i * 

or Nahum, on this o< 

pulous A ;) carried away , Jbe ivent into captivity j 


Jhe 

her youm 


alfo were dajhcd in pieces at the top of all theJl 
lots for their honourable men , all her great 

'bound'in chains. AH thefe calamities befel that city, when 
Egypt and Ethiopia were her ftrength j and at this time Ttrhaka 
king of Ethiopia and Set bon were joined in alliance. However 
plaufible this opinion may be, it is attended with confiderable 
difficulties. When Seihon next morning perceived the enemy 
retreating in confufion, he purfued them with great {laughter, 
and, upon his return, caufed his own ftatue to be erected in 
the temnle of Vulcan , holding in his right hand a rat, and thefe 
word-s iiiuing out of his mouth, J'Vhofoever beholdeth me^ let him 
be pious. This ft cry of Herodotus is evidently only an alteration 
of the account given of the deftru&ion of SenacheriV s army in the 
fecond book of Kings , which was fmote by the defrroying angel, 
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was no-wife honourable to the Egyptians , who had been de¬ 
feated by Senacherib , they endeavoured to turn it to their own 
advantage, by difguifing and corrupting the circumftances of it. 
After the death of Sethon> firhaha king of Ethiopia , accord- 


Af 


18 years ; and upon his 


death an anarchy of two years followed, during which the 


kingdom was involved in 


confufion 


Twelve Twelve of the principal noblemen confpiring together, then 

cotemp >- feized upon the kingdom, which they divided into twelve eo- 
rary kings vernments, at the fame time entering into a mutual and ftridt alli¬ 
ance, by which means peace and happinefs was rellored. Asa 
monument of their union, theyraifed the famous labyrinth near 
the lake Maris. In procefs of time, when they were aflembled 
to facrifice in the temple of Vulcan , and to oiler libations, the 
priefi: by miftakc bringing out only eleven golden bowls, Pfom- 
mtickus , one of the kings, performed his libation with his hel¬ 
met, which was made of brafs. The other kings were imme¬ 
diately alarmed ; for the oracle had foretold, that which o! 
them fhould make a libation in that place in a brazen cup, 
fhould in time be king of all Egypt. As they were fatisfied 
Pfammitichus ufed his helmet inadvertently, they would notfen- 
tence him to die, but propofed to dived him of the greateft part 
of his diltrict, and to confine him to the marfhes. This diflen- 

Pfajyimitichus , 

encouraging corn¬ 
ed great wealth, 

which railed the jealoufy of his colleagues, who jointly attacked 
him, to reduce his power \ but without fucccls. According to 
the former {lory, during his retreat in the fens, he was al¬ 
lured by the oracle of Batus, that brazen men would arife out 

of the fea to avenge his caufe: and foon after fome Carian and 
Ionian 


pirates m brafs 

the coaib 


Pfammitichus , by 


armour were driven by a ftorm to 


large prop 


life 
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engaging 
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grangers to flay with him, and joining to them fuch Egyptians 
as were well affe&ed to him, fubdued the eleven kings, and re¬ 
mained foie polTefTor of Egypt. The government by twelve was 
thus diffolved, after it had fubfifted r 5 years. 

From this period the Egyptian hiftory, which has hitherto 
been obfcured by pompous fables, begins a little to clear up, 
and to have a greater appearance of truth. Pfammitichus 
equalled any of his predecelfors in the wifdom and fplendor of 
his government. He was of the tribe of * Sals, and the fon of 
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father’s fate. He 


Syria to fhun 


and allowed them fettlements in Egypt , from which all foreign¬ 
ers had hitherto been excluded. Thofe fettlements were near 

Pelufian mouth of the Nile , and many Egypt 


He allows 
the Greeks 
to fettle in 


children were fent thither under their care to learn the Greek ^ ‘ 


„ Egypt 

dence with the Greeks. 


Herodotus and Diodorus, 


ly provoked the Egypt 

cfeferted him. and ma 


he erected fome magnificent edifices, and was no fooner fettled 
on the throne, than he engaged in a war againft the king of Af- 
fpa, on account of the limits of the two empires. This war 
continued, with various fuccefs, feveral years. As he had re¬ 
ceived fo confiderable fervices from foreigners, he always kept 
a body of them in his army; and in one of his campaigns in 
Syria even complimented them with the poft of honour. By 
this proceeding he fo highl ’ ’ * * ' 3 

wards of 200,000 of them ^ __ 

body. Notwithllanding his molt earneft foliicitations, they 
proceeded to the territories of Ethiopia , where, in a fertile fpot, 
they formed new fettlements, and lived independant. 

To repair this lofs, he earneftly applied himfelf to the ad- 
vancemen: of commerce, and opened his ports to all ftrangers, 
whom he greatly carefled. He likewife entered into or renewed 
3n alliance with the Athenians , and other Greek ftates. His 
ttign is in nothing more remarkable than for the long and te¬ 
dious iiege he laid to Azotus in Syria, which held out againft the 
whole power of Egypt for the fpace of 29 years. He behaved 
with great prudence and policy towards the Scythians, who, 
having ravaged all Upper AJia, pufhed their concjbefts as far as 
f n . e honuers of Egypt. Inftead of oppofing them by arms, he 
joined them in Syria, and by prefents and" intreaties prevailed 
upon them to retire. After a reign of 54 years, he died, and 
was buried at Sais. He is reported to have been the firft king of 
tyyP *Hhat drank wine, to have fent to difcover the fprings of 
the Nile, and to have made an idle experiment to difcover which 
was the oldeft nation and original language, by nurfing two 
«-n,m fuch a manner that they never heard a human voice. 

1 children, at two years old, imitated the accents of their 
purle, which was a fhe-goat, and uttered bee or beceas ; which 
jiug fomH to be fomewhat like & Phrygian word for bread, the 
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Nechus , in Scripture called Pharaoh Nccho, was the fon and 
fucceflbr of Pfammitichus. In the beginning of his reign he at! 
the flood tempted to cut a canal from the Nile to the Red Sea i but after 

the lofs of 120,000 of thofe employed on this work, he was 
warned by an oracle to defift. He thenceforward turned his 
thoughts to warlike enterprizes, and built two fleets of galleys, 
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He was not only great by fea, but alfo formidable by land. 
The Scripture informs us, that he made war againft the king 
of Aflyria , and that in his march towards Babylon he was op- 
pofed at Megiddo by Jojiah king of Judah , who refufed him a 
He defeats paflage through his dominions. Nechus remonftrated to the 

king, that his intention was not to attack Judea ; and as his ex¬ 
pedition, he laid, was undertaken by the' exprefs command of 
God, he warned him not to incur the wrath of Heaven, by 
withftanding him. Jofiah, however, rifking an er 
was mortally wounded in his chariot by an arrow, anJ his army 
defeated. Nechus having proceeded to the Euphrates , and taken 
Carchemiji. >, about three months after returned towards E 
At Riblab he put in chains Jehoahaz , the youngeft fon of J 
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wnom tne Jews had made king ; and proceeding to Jeru/aim , 
he conferred the throne of Judea on Eliakim , the eldeft 
\vhofe name he changed to Jehoiukim , impofing a tribute upon 
him of one hundred talents of filver, and one talent of gold, or 
about half a million fterling. Nechus enjoyed his new acqui- 
fitions only a few years: for Nebuchadnezzar king of Balyhn 
having defeated him near the Euphrates with a terrible (laughter, 
recovered Carchemijh , and difpoflefl'ed the Egyptians of all that 
belonged to them from that river to the frontiers of Egypt. After 
this defeat, Nechus entered into a confederacy with Jehoiakm , 

feemingas if he inclined to renew the war ; however, during the 

four following years that he lived, he ftirred no more out o( the 
land of Egypt. 

After Nechus had reigned about 16 years, he was fucceeded by bis 
fon Pfamnis , who reigned only fix years, and died in an expe¬ 
dition againft the Ethiopians. In his reign the Elea ns ^ who, 


174^. 
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w . reign 

about 176 years before, had militated the Olympic games, lent 
an embafi'y to Egypt , to have their regulations approved or 
amended by the Egyptians , who were looked upon as the wish 
and moft judicious people in the world. Pfamnis having aflent* 
bled the wife ft men in the nation, after hearing their coni ul ra¬ 
tions, alked the Elean ambuflkdors, if their own citizens were 
allowed to contend at their games. They replying, that the 
games were open to every one, the Egyptians declared, that it 

would have been more agreeable to the rules of juftice, not to 

have 


S 
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IttVe admitted their own countrymen, as their judgments would 
Ibe naturally byafled in favour of their fellow-citizens rather than 

\pfanmis was fucceeded by his fon Apr us or Aries, who is the Apries. 
{pharaoh Hophrah of Scripture *. In the beginning of his reign, gjCp ciuUt 
die entered into an alliance with Zedekiah king of 'Judah , pro- 

fmifingto affift him againft the king of Babylon ; and about fix Enters*in- 
Lears after inarched with an army to the relief of Jerufalem , t0 an a jjj. 
Ithen befieged by Nebuchadnezzar. The Chaldcmis 'railed the ance w j| t j, 

[liege to meet him ; but he not daring to face them, retreated Zedekiab. 
back to Egypt , bafely abandoning his ally, and becoming, as 
Ezekiel exprefiles it, a Jlaff of reed to the houfe of Ifrael; on ac¬ 
count of which perfidy, the fame prophet denounces againft the 
{Egyptians a forty years defolation; adding, that for the future 
they jfhould become a bale nation, and no more have a prince 
‘of their own to reign over them f. Herodotus and Diodorus dif- 
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was probably in a very flourifliing condition, as the Jews dai 
to confide in that kingdom againft the moft powerful king 
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ffer in their accounts of the length of his reign ; but they both 
[agree that he was a martial prince, and fpeak of the victories he 
(obtained over the Tyrians , Sidonians , and Cypriots. He took the His vic- 
Icity of Si don by ftorm, and after vanquifliing both the Phceni- tories. 
Inland Cypriots in a fea-light, returned with an immenfe fpoil 

Whether this was before or after his ihameful re- 
itreat from Nebuchadnezzar , is uncertain ; but Egypt hitherto 

dared 

-.. * - ..of 

[Babylon. 

! The wealth and profperity of Aprics rendered him proud and Hisinfb- 
'infolent. Herodotus informs us, that he boalled it was not in lence and 
the power of the gods to dethrone him: and the prophet Eze- pride. 
kid calls him the great dragon that lieth in the midjl of his rivers , 
which hath faid my river is mine otvn , and I have made it for 
myfelf. Both he and the prophet Jeremiah , therefore, de¬ 
nounce heavy judgments againft him, which, from prophane 
writers we learn, were effectually fulfilled. For the Cyrcnians, 
a colony of the Greeks , having feized upon a part of Lybia , the 
Lybrnis, who were not able to wit lift and the invaders, implored 
the prole&ion of Aprics , who fent a powerful army to their re¬ 
lief. This a rmy, however, being defeated, and almoft wholly 
cut to pieces by the Cyreneans , the difeontented Egyptians ex¬ 
claimed againft the king, as though he had lent the army on 
purpofe to be cut off, that he might tyrannize with >ut controul 
ever the remainder of his fubjedts. As they aflembled in a ri- His ftib- 
otous and feditious manner, Aprics font a trufty friend, as he je£ts re¬ 
thought, called Amafs , to appeafe them. Amafis , however, trea- volt from 
'heroufly fomented the fedition, and by his infinualions in behalf him. and 
himielf, prevailed on the revolters to declare him king. Aprics declare 
mcing himfelf betrayed, fent Paterbcmis , one of the firft rank Amafis 
im°ng his followers, to arref \ Amafis ; which lie not being able to king, 
m the midft of the revolters, returned to the king, who no 

* Jerem, xliv, 30, Ezek, xvii. 15. f Ezck, xxix, xxx. 
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{boner faw him without Arnafis , than he ordered his ears an 
nofe to be cut oft' This infolent and tyrannical behaviour com 
pleated his ruin ; almoft all the Egyptians, upon beholding th 
mutilation of fb noble and worthy a perfon, immediately goinj 
over to Arnafis. The foreign foldiers ftill adhered to Apries ; b u 
not being able to oppofethe uliirper, he was obliged to retire t< 
Ut>f>er Egypt, and the borders of Ethiopia , taking every oppoi 
tunity to harrafs his enemies. 

E?jpt ra- Nebuchadnezzar, in the mean time, after aft eg e of 13 years 
vaged by making himfelf mailer of Tyre, without finding any booty, a 
A 'ebuchad- the inhabitants had tranfported themfelves, with all their ef 

feels, into a neighbouring ifland, to recompence his army foj 
their fatigues, refolved to invade Egypt. God had promifedhim 
the fpoils of this country, declaring by the prophet,—Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar caufed his army to J'ervc a great fervice againfl Tyrus—jvi 
had he no wages , nor his army, for Tyrus— Therefore, faith tk 
Lord God, I vjill give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon— and it fnall be the wages for his army. Nek • 
chadnezzar accordingly overran the whole kingdom, and ra¬ 
vaged it as far as Syene , plundering and deftroying the moll po¬ 
pulous cities, killing great multitudes of the inhabitants, and 
carrying off an immenfe booty, and a great many captives; fo 
that, according to Ezekiel, the kingdom was utterly waile anddc- 
folate, and almoft deftitute of inhabitants, for 40 years., 
dpries en- After the departure of Nebuchadnezzar , Apries aflembled an 
deavour- army of 30,000 Carians and lonians , and in the fields near Mail¬ 
ing to ie- phis engaged his competitor but after a long and bloody en- 
cover the gagement, his forces were overpowered, and he himfelf was 
throne, is taken prifoner, and afterwards ftrangled at Sais, according to 
taken and the prediction of 'Jeremiah, who foretold that God would gilt 
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Pharaoh Hophra into the hands of thoje that fought his life. 

After the death of Apries, Arnafis, without any farmer oppo¬ 
se f. Chrift fition, became poffeflea of the whole kingdom of Egypt, whic’n 
560. he held for 44 years. According to Plato he was a native of 
Amaji: po- Sais, and, it is commonly allowed, of mean extraction. Ob- 
litical y ferving that his fubje&s on this account paid him but flight re- 
ctlablilhes l'pcct, he took a golden eiftern in which his guefts were ufed to 
his audio- wafh their feet, and ordered it to be call into the fhape of a god; 

which being expofed to public adoration, was zealoufly wor¬ 
shiped by great multitudes. He then called an aflembly of tk 
Egyptians, and reprefented to them, that the god they nowwor* 
{hiped was made of a veflcl that had formerly ferved for tk 
rneaneft ufes ; in like manner, though he himfelf was formerly 
a mean perfon, yet as they had now made him king, lie ex¬ 
pected they would pay him the refpeCt due to his exalted ftaticn. 
Every morning he gave clofe attention to bufinefs, and the reft 
of the day he diverted himfelf with his friends. As his gaiety 
fometimes feemed to exceed due bounds, feme of his friend* 
were fcandalized ; to whom he replied, that it was as impoffibk 
for the mind to be always ferious and intent upon bufinefs, as for 
a bow to continue always benf. It is faid of him, indeed, that 
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■when a private man he was averfe to bufinefs, and fuppotted 
himfelfin riot and luxury by thieving. 

He built the great temple of Ifs at Memphis , and a magni¬ 
ficent portico to the temple of Minerva at Sen's, removing hi¬ 
ther likewife an houfe all of one (tone, the exterior dimenfions of 
which were 21 cubits in front, 14 deep, and 8 high. Two 
thoufand mariners were employed three years in tranfporting 
this extraordinary room, which flood at the entrance of Mi- 
nova’s temple. Egypt is faid to have been perfectly happy 
during his reign in the fecundation of the Nik, and to have 
contained 20,000 populous cities. This relation, however, 
does not agree with the account of the defolation by Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, and perhaps ought to be referred to the firlf years of 
the reign of Aprics, 

Amafis enacted a law, whereby every Egyptian was bound 
once a year to enter his name in a regifter, with his profeffion, 
and means by which he earned his living, under pain of death.' 

cuftom 


s 


ecks, and 


men, wno vmteci Egypt (luring nt 
among his laws, fie had a great 

granted them full liberty to fettle in Egypt , either at Naucratis 
or on the fea-coafts, allowing them places where they might 
erect altars and temples to their own deities. When the tem¬ 
ple of Delphi was burnt, Amafis gave the Delphians a confider- 
a’ble fum towards difeharging their quota. He likewife made an 
alliance with the Cyrenians , and majrried a wife from among 
them. He 


was 


rypt 


quers Cy - 


tfland of Cyprus , and made it tributary 

Such were the accounts of the Egypt r ___ f . 

to enhance the glory of this reign, but omitted however to^ 
make any mention of their di(graces. Nebuchadnezzar, we ob- Other ac- 
ferved, ravaged the whole kingdom, and according to Xenophon , counts of 
it was alfo conquered by Cyrus, againft whom, Herodotus in- ] um by 

forms us, a league was formed by Amafis and Craefus. Amafis th eGreeh* 


hd were expired, which would be about the 40th year of his 
reign, and the time of Cyrus’s death, might throw off the Per- 
jm yoke, and recover his 


independance. 


byfes, the fon of Cyrus, a paffionate and 1 
nghly incenfed againft him. The Perfn 
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indeed, affign mother caufe. They fay, that a certain Egyp- Amafi 


rfn 


Amafi 


ved to embroil Amr.fi. 
>yfcs fent an embaify ' 


°1 Egypt, defiring his daughter in marriage. Amafis was greatly 
perplexed what anfvver to return, dreading the Perjian power 
11 he fhould give a denial, and if he complied, afhamed of the 
mmonour that would be reflected on his family, as he knew his 
daughter would only be one of the concubines of the Prrfian 
monarch At length he fent Nitetis, only daughter of Apries, 
a beautiful lady of majeftic deportment, with all the pomp be- 


com 1 ng 



1X0 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

coming his own daughter, to Perfia. This lady alluring 
byfes that file was not the daughter of Amafis, but of 
whom he had unjuftly dethroned and put to death, Camty\ 
immediately vowed the deftruction of Amafis. 

Soon after the rupture, Phanes of Halicarnajjus, commandei 
of the Grecian auxiliaries in Egypt, taking fome private difgii, 
fled to Perfia. As he had great credit among the Greek in 
Egypt, was a prudent and valiant commander, and perfectly 
well acquainted with every thing relating to the kingdom, fo 
forwarded the intended expedition of Cambyfes againft th eE^h. 
tians. Amafis, at the fame time, moft imprudently lent an 
herald to Samos, and renounced the alliance of his old ally A- 
ly crates, fearing, as he faid, fome difafter to the Greek , becaufe 
he was blefled with an uninterrupted courfe of profperity, 
Polycrates, incenfed by this behaviour, entered into an alliance 
with Cambyfes, and offered to aflift him with a fleet of lliipsin 
his invafion of Egypt. Amafis, before this cloud burftonhis 
dominions, ended his life after he had reigned 44 years. 

Pfammenitus, the foil of Amafis, had fcarcely fucceeded to the 
throne, when Cambyfes, appeared at the head of a powerful 
' army on the borders of Egypt. Before Pfammenitus could af- 
femble an army to oppofe him, Cambyfes made himfelf matter 
bgytt con- Q y p e hfi um ^ by placing before his army a great number of cats, 
quered by ^ 0 g Sj anc j other animals that were deemed facred by the Eg;p. 
Lajn.' xJes , g ians ^ w ho rather than wound them, allowed the Perf.am to ad¬ 
vance without oppofttion *. From Pelufmrn the Perfans pro¬ 
ceeded to Memphis, and on their way thither entirely routed 
the Egyptian army. Memphis being foon after reduced, and 
Pfammenitus and the chief of the Egyptians being taken prifon- 
ers, not only Egypt, but Lybia, Cyrcne, and Barcea fubmitted to 
the conqueror. Pfammenitus, at firft, was treated with cle¬ 
mency, and an honourable penfion was allowed him ■, but be- 
whoputs i n g difeovered to be fecrecly concerting meafures to reafeend 
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his throne, he was foon after put to death, having reigned only 
fix months. Cambyfes after wards wen t to Sais, where hecaufed 
the body of Amafis to be dug up out of his grave, and after al¬ 
lowing all manner of indignities to be offered to it, ordered it 
to be burnt. After an unfuccefsful expedition to Ethiopia, he 
alfo flew the Egyptian god Apis, and ordered their prieffs to be 
the god fcourged; on which account the Egyptians ever afterwards bore 
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an irreconcileable averfion to the Perfans. 

A people fo zealoufly attached to the inftitutions of their 
forefathers, mutt needs think thcmfelves unhappy under fuch 
governors as held their laws in derifion : they confulted there¬ 
fore continually how they might jfhake off the intolerable yoke 


The Egyp- of their Perfan oppreflors. 

the 


turns re¬ 
volt from 
the Per- 


At length, about thirty ycurs after 
invafion of Cambyfes * they openly revolted ; but in the 


iecond year of Xerxes the great* they were reduced to harder 
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fubje&ion than before, and Achemenes , the brother of Xerxes, 
appointed their governor. Their deteftation of the Perfians, 
however, being only encreafed, about twenty-four years after 
they revolted from them a lecond time, chofe Marus king of 
j to fill their throne, and called in the Athenians to their A fecor.d 
ailiftance, who chcarfully embraced this opportunity of expel- revolt.' 
ling the Perfians from Egypt. The Athenians , who had then a 
fleet of 2co fail at Cyprus , attacked the Perjian fleet, took and 
deltroyed 50 of their fhips, and then failing up the Nile, landed 
under the command of Charitimis , and joined the Egyptians 
and Lylians under Inarus. Not long after, the Egyptians with 
their allies entirely routed the Perfians , killing their general 
jlchmenides and ico,ooo of their men. They purfued the re¬ 
mainder, who were 200,000 in number, to Memphis , and quickly 
took pofleflion of great part of the city. The Perfians , how¬ 
ever, fortifying themfelves in the ftrongeft part, called the -white 
mull , iuffered a fiege of near three years, when they were at 
length relieved by another Perfian army under Artahazus , go¬ 
vernor of Cilicia , and Afegabyzus, governor of Syria , who en¬ 
tirely defeated Inarus , recovered Memphis , and almoft all Egypt. 

Inarus , who was wounded in the engagement, retreated with The Per- 
the remains of his army to the city of Bybltis , in the ifland of fans again 
Profopitis, where he held out a fiege of a year and a half, the eftablifh 
Athenian fleet being ftationed on one fide of the ifland. The themfelves 
1 befiegers, to render the afliftance of the fleet ufelefs, by in Egypt-, 
great labour drained that branch of the Nile in which it rode, Bef. Ch, 
which at the fame time opened the communication with the 4.5 3. 
ifland. Inarus now feeing his cafe defperate, lubmitted with 
all his Egyptians , and about fifty of the Athenians , on condition 
of iecurity for their lives. The other Athenians , to the num¬ 
ber of 6000, fet fire to their fhips, and flood upon their de¬ 
fence ; but the Perfians not willing to engage with men fo 
dei'perately refolved, offered them favourable terms of accom¬ 
modation, which were accepted. An Athenian fleet of fifty 
fail foon after entering the Nile, with the defign of proceeding 
to Profopitis, were almoft wholly deftroyed by the Perfians , a 
very few of the fli ps only efcaping. Sartamas being appointed 
governor of Egypt by the Perfians , Inarus was carried a prifoner 
to Sufa, where he was crucified, notwithftanding the promife 
formerly given him of his life *. 

The fenny parts of Egypt , however, being ftill held by Amyr- The £>*?.- 
tansy a Saitc, he fupported himfelr for fevcral years by the in- tfansre- 

accefliblenefs of the place, and the fuccours which from time volt a third 
to time he received from the Athenians. About 39 years after, t j me un _ 

in the 10th year of Darius No thus, the Egyptians , by the per- der Am\r- 
feafions of AmyrtceiiSy again revolted, and having driven the tteus. 
Perfians out of the kingdom, chofe him king. Amyr tarns im- Bef. *Ch, 
mediately entered into a confederacy with the Arabians , and^j^ 
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refotved to drive the Perfians from Pbcnida ; but about iij 
years after Darius marching in perfon into that province, th< 
Egyptians were probably defeated, and Amyrteeus flain ; for p c . 
rodotus tells us, that the following year Paujiris , the fo n oi 
Amyrtaus, who was dead, fucceeded to the kingdom of 
v/ith the confent of the Perfians , from whence it would ap. 
pear that the Egyptians had again become tributary to Darius . 

According to Diodorus , Pfammiticbus , a defcendant of the 
famous prince of that name,, fucceeded to Paufiris ; but there i< 
no mention of any action of importance during his reign, which 
continued twelve years. 

Ncpherpus. He was fucceeded by Nephereus, who entering into an alii- 
Bef. Ch. ance with the Lacedemonians againft the Perfians , fent them 3 

fquadron of 100 galleys, and 600, coo bufhels of corn for the 
fubflftance of their army. The veflels loaded with the corn, by 
a miftake, put into the harbour of Rhodes , which city juft before 
had fubmitted to the Perfians ; fo that the fupply never reached 
the Lacedemonians , but was intercepted by the enemy * 
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Nephereus dying after he had reigned feven years, his fuc- 
ceflor, Accoris , concluded an alliance with Euagoras lcin<* of 
Cyprus , and with the Arabians , Tyrians , and Barceans againft 
tne Perfans. Euagoras , after a defeat came to Egypt , and ear- 
neftly prefled Nephereus to engage with all his ftrength in the 
war, but could obtain from him only a fmall fupply of money. 
Soon after, however, Artaxerxes Mnemon having concluded an 
advantageous peace with the Lacedemonians , threatned to turn 
his arms againft Egypt ; which alarming Accoris , he made great 
preparations for the defence of his kingdom, and hired a great 
body of Greek mercenaries, under the command of Cbabrias the 
Athenian. The Perfans being flow in their proceedings, it 
was three years before the Egyptian war commenced. 

Accoris in the mean time dying in the thirteenth year of his 
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fucceeded by Pfammuthis , who reigned only a year. 


His fucccffor, Ncpberofcs, reigned only four months, and was 
fucceeded by Netlanebis , who continued the preparations againft 
the Perfians. By the precautions he took, the invaders, who 
arrived in the fecond year of his reign, were able to execute no 
enterprize of importance, and in the end were obliged to retire 
with lofs, on account of the rifing of the Nile. About ten 
years after Ncclancbis died, having a few years before been fob 
lieited by Agrfilaus i the Lacedemonian , for fuccours againft the 
Thebans. 

Upon the death of Neftancbis, Tachos fucceeded to the throne 
Bef. Ch. of Egypt. He, to defend himfelf againft the Perfians, who 
363. ftill threatned another invafion, fent into Greece to raife merce¬ 
naries, and prevailed with the Lacedemonians to fend him a 
confiderable body of troops under the command of Ageflam \- 


Aacbos. 


* Diod. Sic. 1. xiv. juiiin, I. vi. Oros, 1, 
Nepos. & Diod. 


111. 


f Plutarch Cornel. 




O F T H E W O R L D. 

The great fame of Agejilaus , who for many years had been the 
terror of the Perjians, made Dachas promiie him the chief 
command of all his forces ; but upon his arrival, finding him a 
plain, mean-looking, little old man, he was prejudiced again ft 
him, and only allowed him to command the mercenaries. To 
which imprudent condudt may be attributed his ruin ; 


1J 3 


for, 


He h 


contrary to the advice of Agejilaus, leaving Egypt, and matching driven 
’rith his army into Phoenicia , the Egyptians, during 


his ab- from the 


fence, revolted from him, and declared nis kinfman Nedlanebis throne. 

A?Allans, in refentment of the —*-- ~ c ^ ' 


king. 


contempt of Tachos, 

- I • \ • I 


joined the rcvolters, and depriving him of his kingdom, forced 
him to take refuge with the king of Perjia. 

He had great difficulty, however, to feeure the throne to NsVambh 
Nt'ffani’bis ; for another pretender role up in oppofition to him, the Jail 
fupported by 100,000 men. NcStancbis neglecting the advice of king. 

A,pilaus, who urged him to attack the forces of his rival while iictfCh, 
raw and unformed, was focn cooped up Ivy his enemy in one 
of his cities, and reduced to the greateft diftrefs. When the 


Shi. 



2 


a complete victory. The reft of the war was committed to the 
cone!aft of Agejilaus, who in a few months took the other pre¬ 
tender prifoner, and fettled Netlunebis in quiet poffeffion of the 
kingdom. _ _ 

In the eleventh year of his reign, the Siclonians and Phcr.nl- 
c'nvis revolting from the Pcrfuras, NAd an chis readily entered into 
n alliance with them, in hopes of keeping the war at a all¬ 
iance from his own dominions, and fent them 4000 Greek mer¬ 
cenaries under the command of Mentor the Rhodian. 1 he 
Phoenicians encouraged by this fupply, drove the Perjians out 
of their territories, and immediately after the Cypriots entered 
into the alliance againft Perfia. Darius Ochus, alarmed at the 
ftrength of the confederacy, xefolvcd to head his army againft 
the rebels in perfon. Upon the news of his great preparations. 
Mentor, who commanded the Greek mercenaries, went over to 
him, and in conjunction with Demies, king of the Eidonians, 
betrayed Si don into his hands. The conqueft and filial end of 
the Siclonians , who burned their city and themftuvcs to death, 
frruck fiich a terror into the Phoenicians, that they immediately 


inbmitted; fo that Ochus, without any oppo/kion, proceeded to 
■%/e, having at the fame time granted a feparale peace to the 

Cypriots. 

Neftancbis, in the mean time, had been very diligent in pre- mp,* p £j ._ 
paring for the defence of his dominions, and had aftemblcd an j: uns j a> 
army of 100,000 men, which, however, did not amount to a\, a j e 
ibird part of the Perfum am •/. Having garii'ened his frontier un _ 

towns, he inarched himfelf v. ith the reft of his army to guard ^er Darius 
me pallcs. But a large be ’y of the Perjians having penetrated (> c / :t;Sx 
nitc the country by failing up the Nile, and defeated a party of 
t “- Egyptian, Nctia;.dd;;Jkzx'm?. they would proceed up the 
' vl.. i. T Nile 
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who 
makes a 
complcat 
conqudt 
of the 
country. 

Eef. kh. 


.\' 7 /V to J 

the Pn 
rity to 

out mercy, fuel) as refilled. On this declaration, both £5^. 
thins and Creeks ihove who fhould make the molt humble fub- 
million to the invader; fo that Ncciancbis, defpairing of beino- 

able to defl-nd himlelf, took what treasure he could carry with 
him from LeEmphis , and fled to Ethiopia., from whence he never 

li 


again returned. 

Egypt, which iince his time nas ever 
power. 

(Jehus having thus made an abiolute conqu 


was tne lull Egyptian that reigned in 

1 . been fubjeef to a foreign 


35 °* 


'I'he Per- 


mantled its 


4* A ;*. 

J L t.’lb y 


C P. ; *x P 1 r^c 

ulLi 



and then returned in 


1 | % f • - n vjy J * 

pninucrcd the temples, flew the god 

to Babylon , loaded with 



nans c x- iiumenfe booty, having left P her innate* y one of his nobles, <*> 

Til . • ■* « ■ « ■ .. . 7 ^ 


vernor of the country, which henceforward continued a 


pelled 
from 

thence by 
Alexander 

Eef. Cii. gods with fo mu 
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I. 


T be llijlon of M o a b . 


The de- 

it ent of 
the Moab¬ 
ites ,i 

The life 
of Lot 
their an¬ 
cestor. 



Avail 


now 


an account of thole nations with 


^ • 

whom the children ot Ijrael were .concerned before 
their ietiiing in Canaan , and after their elhiblifhment 
in that country tul the time ol Alexander the great. 


We dull 


begin with that of the Moabites, the descendants of Moab the 
fon or Lot by his cldc if daughter. Lot was the foil of Hartffl 1 
Abraham s brother, and his lather dying young, his grandfather 
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byrh, when he remove'.! from Ur of the Chaldees, took him 
vith him to Harau. Upon Torah’s death, his uncle Abraham 


un: 



took, ium 

uiopted him, defpairing of having 


pivtcdHon, and, according to jojlfbus , 

ny children of his own. 


auOpLeu 1.1ii., ui Having any eunuien or ms OWJ1. 

fie accompanied his uncle into Canaan, and from thence into 
Lpft, having at the fame time a confiderabic property of his 
own in herds ana flocks. Not long after, upon their return¬ 
ing from Crypt again to Canaan , their herds were become fb 
jutiiicrou.s, t:«aC to put an end to difputes that happened be- 


v 


\V V-W-Al 


then 


nerdfmen. 


they agreed to feparate. L 
Jordan , which was then ft 

♦ / 1 t 1 « 


for the conveniency of pafturc. 
Lot ehole to fettle in the plain or 


it was compared to the land os Egypt, and ev< 
He picched his tent not far from Sodom, inf 


lb fruitful and weil watered, that 

ev en to Paradifc i t fe 1 i 


infamous for the un 


*3 


in 


natural 

the city itiei;, 

finer by Chrdorlaomer king of Elam and his allies, who had de¬ 
feated the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah in the vale of Sidin;. 


wickednefs of its inhabitants. Living afterward 
.•('Mk } 1C j Ui( j misfortune to be carried away a pri- 


He was, however, refeued by Abraham, who defeated the con¬ 
querors, and obliged them to : bandon all their booty. 

Lot returned and lived in Sodom, notwithstanding the abo¬ 
minable wickednefs of its inhabitants, and had perilhecl in the 
cataflrophe of that people, if he had not been miraculoufly 
preferred, and that partly for Abrahams fake*. When he was 
fitting at the gate of the city in the evening, he perceived two 
angels, whom lie mitlook for travellers, and with great hof- 
puality prelied them to be his guefts that night. They had 


not been long in his houfe when the inhabitants of the city, 
probably tempted by the beautiful forms they had aflumed, de- 
irnniJed them to be delivered up, that they might abufe them. 
L,t was very l’oilicitous to diuuade them from their wicked 
juirpoies, and rather than violate the rights of hofpitality, of- 
f-wu to abandon his two virgin daughters to their mercy; 
but tiiey only becoming more outrageous, and threatning to 
break into his houfe, the angels pulled him in from them, and 
Cutting the door, (truck them with blindnefs. The blindnefs 



VV hilc the riotous inhabitants were groping about in vain, 
the angels acquainted Lot with their commiflion, advifmg him, 
a he had any friends for vvhofe l’afety he was concerned, to 
urge them immediately to depart. Lot accordingly went to 
his Ions-in-law, who had married feme of his daughters, or, 
according to another interpretation, were to marry his two 
virgin daughters, and earnedly prefled them to quit the place 
without delay : but they thinking he mocked them, rejedted 
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his advice. 'This probably had not been the firft remonftrancc 

<>t Lot to his fellow citizens ; for the apoftle Peter informs us, 
that in feeing and bearing he vexed bis righteous Joul from day to 
day with their unlawful deeds. 

When the morning appeared, the angels haftened Lot • but 
he being fomewhat dilatory, they even took him, his wife, 
and two daughters by the hand, and in a manner pulled them our 
of the city, commanding them not to look behind them, or to 
tarry in the plain, but to make a fpeedy efcape to the moun¬ 
tains. Lot, afraid of perifhing in the mountains, begged to be 
allowed to take refuge in a fmall city then called Be/a, but af¬ 
terwards Z oar, not far from Sodom. The angels condefcemlcd 
to grant his requeft, and for his fake even to fpare that city 
whither he arrived about fun-riling. Immediately the Lon 


1 


rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and fome 

plain , hrim/tone and fire from the Lord out of , _ _ _ 

deftroyed all the inhabitants of them. 

Lot 's wife, contrary to the exprefs command of the angel, 
looking back, was changed into a pillar of fait, which Jofplm 
tells us, was remaining in his days, and that himfelf had feen 
it. What was the nature of her crime, for which fhe was thus 
fevercly punilhed, is not agreed. Some think fhe was punilhed 
merely for difobeying the command of the angel ; and others 
imagine, from the mention of her by our Saviour % it may be 
inferred that fhe was unwilling to leave Sodom, and actually 
turned back. Many are of opinion, that the feripture does 
not repreient the fate fhe met with as a punifhment for any 
crime, but as a natural confequcnce of her imprudent curiofity. 
The horror of the fight when (lie looked back, they think 
might fo affright her, as to fir ike her {tiff and motionlefs; or 
flic might perifn by fome poifonous vapour, or elfc by tarrying 
rebind be overtaken by the dreadful fhower. As to what b 


l 

urged by Jofephus and fome 
to be feen many ages after 


Jofeph 


ire therein deceived, as many others daily are in things of this 
nature, fmcc the more intelligent and credible travellers fay 
tney could never fee it. 

The terrible destruction of Sodom , made fuch an impreflion 
on Lot , that he was afraid to 1 i.\ e in ’Lear, and withdrew with 


in 


his daughters to the mountains, where they lived together i 
a cave. 'Fhe two young women, uneafy at this ft range retire- 

% 1 * S c • 1 • * - « P « 


w ^ 9 w ^ 

rent, feeing no hopes of their ever being married, and deli tour 
I having children, as in thofe days it was a great reproach 
and fcandal to have none, plotted together to deceive their la¬ 
ther, and have iffue by him. They accordingly made the oM 
man drink wine to exccfs, and then lay with him : from which 


inceftuous commerc 
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Moab 
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The poflerity of Moab fettled in the country bordering on Their 
the mountain where he was born, and having driven out the country, 
old inhabitants, poffeffed a fmall territory, thence call Moab- 
itis, which fome authors make part of Calefyrie , others of 

Arabia. _ % . 

The Moabites were governed by kings, ufed cjrcumcifion, iheirgo- 

and ieetn to have employed themfelves moffly in pafturage and verument, 
breeding of cattle, wherein their riches chiefly confifted. They cuftoms, 
were one of the nations whofe goods the 'Jews were forbidden 
to leek, nor were they to be admitted to intermarry with the 
lfraelites to the tenth generation. They feem, however, to 
have cultivated a good underftanding with that people after their 
fettlement in Canaan , as appears from the fojourning of Elimc- 
, licb there, and the reception David met with at Mizpcb. What 
language they ufed is uncertain, but probably they fpoke a 
dialect of the Canaanitijh or Hebrew. That they had once 
the knowledge of the true God, may be concluded not only 
from the piety of their great anceltor, but alfo from feripture : 
for they retained this knowledge till the times of Mofes , even 
after they had monffroufiy corrupted their religion by intro¬ 
ducing the worfhip of falfc gods *. 

Their idols mentioned in feripture are Chemojh and Baal- Their re- 
ft'd\ fometimes /imply Poor, or according to the Septuagint iigion. 
Pbegor. St. Jerom fuppoles that they were both names of one 
and the fame idol ; and from the debaucheries into which 
thole fell who defiled themfelves with their worfhip, feveral 
ancient and modern writers have reprefented them as obfeene 
deities not much different from Priapus. Selden and others 
however imagine, that though the lfraelites and Solomon were 
enticed to worfhip thofe idols, it does not thence follow that 
any immodeft ceremonies were ufed in their worfhip. Vojftus 


iuppofes Baal-peor to be Bacchus \ Dr. Cumberland fays he was 


properly called Mcon , and takes him to be the fame with Mena, 


9 t J / 

or Ojrris. Chemojh feems to have been a different idol, 
very little can be laid of their religious rites and 


. 7 

monies. 


ceremo- 


We have obferved, that fome authors charge them 
with obfeenity ; but the Pfalmiif in (peaking of thofe who were 
joined to Baal-peer, fays only, that they eat the offerings of the 
dead ; by which words he may cither mean, that the iuol 
which they impioufiy honoured with divine worfhip, was no 
more than a dead man ; or elfe, that their oblations were made 
to the infernal gods. They facrificed both in the open air on 
mountains dedicated to that fervice, and in temples built to 
their idols in their cities; and befides oxen and rams on ex¬ 
traordinary occafions, they offered human victims. 

7 « n ^ /X • « « • | f f >* I # 


The Mo¬ 
abites 


l he land of Moab was firff inhabited by the Emims , (which 
m Hebrew iignifics the terrible) a great and powerful people, 
md or extraordinary ftrength and ffature. Thofe Emims pro- criv out 

th eEmims 



Numb. xxv. 

I 





US 


minions long entir 
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bably were defendants of Ham, and of the fame gigantic race 
with the Anakitm and Repbahns.. Having furfered greatly by th c 
incurlion of Cbedorlaomcr when Lot was taken prifoncr, they 
became the cafier conqueft to the .Moabites, who drove them 
out and took poflefiion of their country ; but about what time, 
is uncertain. They did not, however, keep their new do- 

for in the days of Mofes, Si bon king of 

thc Amorites, their eaftern neighbours, took from the prede- 
ceffors of Balak all the land to the north of the river Anion * 
The Ifiraelites , a few years after, fubdued Si bon, and encamp¬ 
ed in that part of his territories which had formerly belonged 
to the Moabites, and was called thc plains of M oab, 
king of was then king of M»ab, terrified at the approach 
]\Irnb hires liti's, whom he was not in a condition to refill, and not know- 
Bainan’ to ing that God had forbidden them to attempt the conqueft of 
curie the his remaining territories, aflemblcd the nobles and alio the 
r/- princes of the Midianites, and acquainted them with his ap- 

^ " ’ n ’ • - 5 ir r - ftiouid lid: up ail that were round 

,* grafs of thc field. The afieni- 
bly, not daring to truft to ‘their arms alone, agreed to fend for 
Balaam, the Ion of Beer, a famous prophet or diviner,_ that lie 
might curfe the people, which gave them fomuch uncafinefs. 
What was the true character of Balaam 


Balak 



Bef. Ch. 


?aci 


c Ij radices 
Ucketh up tl 


difputed. The fie 


has been greatly 
a aflrologer ; but accord- 

ding to feveral ancient fathers, he was only a common fqoth- 
fayer, who pretended to foretell future events by no jultiikbic 
arts. Grigs,:i thinks he was no nrophet, but a forccrer, who 
enquired of the devil. The apottic Peter , however, exprefly 
calling him a prophet, fornc later writers arc therefore of opi¬ 
nion, that h 
till loving th 

honour of his office to ccv.’toufncfi, he apoftatized from God, 

and betaking himfelf to idolatrous practices, fell under tire (k- 

lufion of the devil. At this juncture, however, it might confift 
B . » • « • • « -• • -• • • “1 

was 


o 

'w/ 


had been once a good man and a true prophet, 

of imrighteouihefs, and proftituting the 


v/aees 


o 

V 


■ V » • 

with God’s wifdom, when the prefervation of his pcopd 
concerned, to appear to him, and vouch fade him levelations, 
Though he appears to have been a man of no great probity, 
yet lie"mi’.it be deemed a true prophet of God ; for he addreftes 
his prayers to the fi.prcme God, and cxprefics no furpri'C at 
receiving anlvvers and iaftruefious from him. 
gifts, particularly of prophecy, did not always fanctiiy rhv herrt 

a * 4/^ i* ? t /I -/ A / /*• r f > / /i ^ i »i / s \ \ 4 t* 


Su peruana 


it 

,:1 


ana ariections j ror we rea 

for revcorch and the triefzs thereof tea 

a., r i r J , J 

lucre:J crease for money f. 

Balaam at this t:m 


\nfs of the hnv.le. of Jacob - 
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lived 


at 

rr 




a citv of 



and upon receiving the embaiiy of tin: king 
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p 
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God h 


'Would c ahukv! 
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n 


ill 


V/U 


Id ao 




P - , p -V 
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\rc h;kited by God logo to 

i 9 _ 


Jllcab, or to curfe a people whom he hud blcJied, 


Battue:. 


* Numb, xxi. r,6. 
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next morning, told the ambaffadors that God would not per¬ 
mit him to go with them, and fo difmified them. Balak, how¬ 
ever, lending a fecond embaffy of perform of greater dignity, 

. . * • • i * \ \ r* V T\ 7 * 


f U 1 ^ CJ 

addrelled God, and obtained .leave t( 
acting there folely by his direction, 
hi's journey; but his intentions bei 

lent 


fa 


Next morning 


V 


Tii 


God, he 

on which 


W # # 11 J 0 

he rode perceiving the angel, attempted three times to turn out 
of the way j and being thereupon as often flruclc by. him, God 
miracuioully opened her mouth, and fhe expofculated with him 
for his unfcafonable feverity. Balaam , in the heat of his paffion, 
gave no attention to the prodigy; but the angel at length appear¬ 
ing to him, he fell proflrate on his face, and offered to return 


••-{j — - / i / 

home. He was permitted, however, to proceed with the above- 
memioned reifridtion. The king of Moab received him with 
great rcfpedf, and after entertaining him with his princes and 
nobles, next day took him to the high places of Baal on mount 
Aimrim, where he might have a fuil profpect of the camp of 
the ljra elites, whom he had hired him to curfe. There Balak , 
by die prophet’s directions, built feven altars, in which mini- 

; perhaps be fonie fuperftition; but the altars. 


her there migh 


God 


4 i # — / 

and a ram was offered on each altar, which was repeated af¬ 
terwards in two other places on the mountain. The two iirft 
times Balaam fought for inchantmcnts, or ufed fucii means as 
lie was able, to obtain leave of God to curfe the Ifraciites. Be 
was commanded, however, to blefs them, fore againlfc his own 
inclinations, and to the great mortification of Balak. Upon 
offering the third facrifice, lie omitted his former arts of going 
round the altars eafhvard and v/eftward, but turning his face 
towards the wiklernefs, he not only bleffed the Ifraciites a third 
time, but pronounced thofe curled who fhould utter any im¬ 
precations againll that people. Balak , enraged at this difap¬ 
pointment. ordered him to dcoart immediately; but he in 



could find to t he Ip aelites camp, to tempt thr 
try and dilbbediencc, which would be a fure i 
them of the affiftance of that God who protected them. This 
was put in execution j and the chief men among thpm inak- 


that nation to idola- 
method to deprive 


this oeca- 


Ifradit 


mg no fcruple to proflitute their daughters on 
lion, the ftratagem fucceeded but too well. For 1 j 
were deluded by thefe fair idolatrefles not only to commit whore¬ 
dom with them, but to worfhip their fillfe gods ; on which ac¬ 
count 24,000 of them were deftroyed by a plague. For this 
rcafon aifo a Mealitr was not allowed to enter into the 


congregation of the Lord to the tenth generation. We 

1 4- 


find 
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_ afterwards, that the Midianitcs were more grievoui], 

punimed, and that Balaam himfelf, who lived among them, did 
not cfcape the fword of the Ifraelites. 

The 
of the 

That people, on the death cf the judge Qihniel ’, returning again 
to idolatry, God raifed up Eglon king of Moab to punifh them, 
Eglon entering into an alliance with the Ammonites and Amale- 
kitcs , invaded the Ifraelites , and kept them in fubjedtion eigh- 


next action recorded of the Moabites 
Ifraelites after their fettlement in the 


teen years. Upon their returning to God. u _ 

them up a deliverer, a Benjamitc , named Ehucl , who being lent 
with a prefent to Eglon, pretended, upon his way home, that 
he had fomething to impart to him in private, and returning 
was admitted to his prefence alone, when he ftabbed him in the 
bdly with a dagger that he had concealed under his garment, 
liefore the lln vants of had difeovered the death of their 

kin;:, Ehud had eiVaped beyond Jordan, where he immediately 
alilmbled wh.v; forces lie could, and attacking the Moabites that 
were garik-ned on the well of the river within the land of Ca¬ 
naan, flew io,c.co of them. By this unexpected and vigorous 
allau.lt, he broke the power oS Moab, and ireod the Ijraelitu 
from the yoke cf that nation. From this time there is no men¬ 
tion made of the Moabites till the time ot Saul, who warred 

The enmity which fubfifted be- 
nrobablv induced David, when 


again if them with fuccek. 


'I ^ ' 

perfecuteu by tir.it prince, to a fit the king of Mcab’s protection 
for his parents, which the Moabite readily granted, and treated 
them wirn great hofpitality, while David lay in the cave of 
A did lam. However, when he came to the crown, the Moabite. j 
entered into a confederacy againft him, with fevcral of the 
neighbouring nations. David, upon the news of this alliance, 


Bef. Ch. 


'4 
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by which is meant, tliat he put two thirds of his priloners to 
death. Thole who remained alive, became his vaflals and 


tributaries 


They continued from this time fubjeef to Solomon and Rck- 
boatn till the revolt cf the ten tribes, when it feems they became 
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rs many wethers with the wool; but upon the death of Abab, 
Sit: rebelled againft his fon Akaziab, whole fhort reign not per- 
ru.rn'g ar.y attempt to reduce him, his brother and fucccflor 
'Jrt-oram, ail'd Ted by Jckcjhaphat king of Judah, and the king oi 
Edom his tributary, entered the territory of Moab with an army- 
tney had marched feven days through the del'crt of Edtm , 


3 


* 2 Sam. vhi a. 1 Chrcn xviii. 2. jofeoh. An kg. 1 . viii. c. 5 
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they at length had almoft perifhed for want of water, if the 
prophet EHJha , who was in the army, had not obtained a mi¬ 
raculous fupply by a land flood. The Moabites, in the mean 
time, advanced againfl: the invaders, and drawing near their 
camp, perceived the water, which not fufpe&ing any in that 
dry defart, they miftook for blood, as it appeared red by re¬ 
flexion of the morning fun. Concluding the confederate prin¬ 
ces had turned their arms againfl: one another, they ran in c:on- 
fufion to the camp of Ifrael, but foon found their miftake, and 
were entirely routed with great daughter. After the victory 
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ifeth 


and reduced all their ci 
king had retired. Mcft. 
befiegers, in the height of defpair took his eldeft fon, who 
jhould have fucceeded him on the throne, and offered him for 
a burnt facrifice on the wall } which barbarous act raifed fuch 
horror and indignation in his enemies, that they immediately 
railed the ficge and returned home. 

A few years after the Moabites , to revenge the Ioffes they 
fullered in this invaflon, entered into an alliance with the Am¬ 
monites, the Edomites of mount Seir , and other neighbouring na- 

" Judah with a numerous army. Jehojopbat 
recurring to God, the invaders were feized with a kind of panic 
phrenzy, and with great fury attacked and cut each other to 


tions 


piece 


s. 


ifi 


lites for ninny years. However, before the time of the prophet 
Amos, who flourifhed about a century afterwards, the Moabites 
had conquered their neighbours of Edom, and inhumanly burnt 
their king (whether alive or dead, is not faid) and reduced his 
bones to afhes ; for which cruelty, the fame prophet denoun¬ 
ces fevere judgments againfl: them. On the declenfion of the 
kingdom of Ifrael, they ibem to have retaken from the tribes 
of Reuben and Gad, great part of the land that had been for¬ 
merly conquered by Sihon king of the Ammonites ; for the pro¬ 
phets Ijaiab and Jeremiah mention feveral cities in thofe territo¬ 
ries as then belonging to the Moabites, or to the Ammonites, w r ho 
were probably their confederates in opprefiing the Ifraclites. 
The profperity of the Moabites filling their minds with pride and 
infolence, God, by feveral of his prophets, threatned them with 
utter deftrudtion ; and Ifaiah, in the firft year of Hefekiab , fore¬ 
told, that within three years Ar and Kir-barajheth, two of their 
principal cities, fhoukl be deftroyed, and the reft of their coun¬ 
try brought to contempt and defolation. This prophecy muft 
have been executed the very year that Samaria was befieged by 
Shalmanezer king of Ajjyria, who probably, in the beginning 
of his expedition, reduced the Moabites. After the dreadful 
defti iuftion of the army of Senacherib, the fon of Shalmanezer, 
the Moabites frequently revolted from the AJJyrians, but at length 
were entirely fubdued by Nebuchadnezzar, who, according to 

the prophecy of Jeremiah- took their king prifcr.er, the Tifth 

yeay 
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year after he 
Aloabitcs were fubjciSt to the 


Jerufalem . Prom this time tl 


.e great empires, and at length b< 
reighbouring nations which inhab 



came one people with the ne _ 

the deferts of Syria, at lead: were fo conddered by the (Jn 
and Latin hiftorians. 
even in his time, wer 
ir appears, that in the third century after Ckriji , they had !o 
their ancient name, and were comprehended under the genet; 
denomination of Arabians. 
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CHAP. II. 


27 'f Hiftory of the Ammonites. 

1 he Am- E N - A MM L othenvife called Ammon, the Ion 


violates de 

icended 



of tl: 


younger daughter of Lot, was the progenitor cf this pco 
pie, who inhabited the country called Ammonitis , toward: 
from Ben- the north of the land of Ah ah, having expelled the anciea 


'ii. 


religion. 


inhabitants who were called Z ranzummims, and were giants 
Their manners and cuftoms are alrnoft utterly unknown. Thcj 
had kings, and were eireumcifed*, and leem to have bee! 
Their cuf- principally addicted to husbandry. They alio were among th< 
toms and nations v/hofe peace or profperity the Ifraelitcs were not tc 

didurb, but were not to be admitted into the congregationol 
the Lord to the tenth generation, bccaufe they came not on! 
to relieve them in the wilderncfs. 'They for Ibme time pro¬ 
bably retained the religion of their great anccdor 5 but at length 
they fwerved from it, and degenerated into the mod dupkl, and, 
as is generally fuppofed, the mod: cruel idolatry. Their chief and 
peculiar deity in feripture is called Moloch , and i ; alfo though! 
to be undeidood under the names of Baa!, Milcom, //ML, 
Adrcnndcch, Anamdech , and the like; which names or titles lig- 
nify no more than lord or king. His image is laid to liavc 
been hollow, and divided into feven receptacles; the fil'd fo: 
receiving an offering of hnc dour ; the fecond for turtles; the 
third for a (beep ; the fourth for a ram ; the fifth for a calf; 
the fixth for an ox, and the feventh for a child. It had the 
head of an ox, and the arms cf a man drctched out in the acl 
to receive, The number of thefe feven receptacles (which la 

I \ * 

feme ;tre called feven chapels placed before the image) cone- 

/ponding with tire number of planets, has given room to !i:p- 

pofe that they worfhipped the fun. Chenicjh was alfo 011c e 
their gods. 




* Jerem. ix. 25, 26. 
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There is great diverfity of opinions among authors concern¬ 
ing the fuperftitions paid to Moloch. Some take the expreffion 
oMcripturc, that the Ammonites pajfrd their feedthrough fire to 
Moloch, in a literal fenfe j others think, that by pa/Jim through 

' i -_ _i r/ n % . 6 




is meant burn.rag. 


r/l ) o - r 'SJJ • iU w 

if opinion, that the children were only carried or led between 
.wo fires by way of purification ; but Sdden and many others 
think that they actually burnt their children by way of facri- 


il 


12 
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the Zumxmnmhns from the lands They 
which they polTdicd, is not mentioned. They themfelves, in drive out 
the days of Mcfcs , were diipoileiTed by S/Zwz the Amorite , who the Z .w- 
crove them into the mountains. There is no account cf the xummims. 
traniaclions of their hr ft kings, whole names are not even re¬ 
corded. We find thev aftifted Erlov. 


kine of Moah 


hi 


slimoiiitcs, about 190 years after, made an irruption under one 

0: their Icings into the territories of the I fra cl lies beyond "fiordan* 

1*7.1 1 1 1? 1 • 7 « • / - - __ . ’ 



’phthah 


fo 


liiccefsi'ul as to defeat them, and to take from them twenty 


ones. 



jecteu Lite offer> of lubmil'non made to him Bef. C 
| by the imiabitants of the country, and proposed to them cruel 1095. 
and barbarous terms; but while he was exulting in fecurity. 

Ins army was lurpriful and cut to pieces by Saul ; fo that af- 
Ur a {laughter ot levcral hours, his troops were fo difperfed, 
l^^two cu them were no where to be feen together. 

Fins kittg, or at leaf'- one of the fame name, we find lived 
m Iriendihip with 1 ). a id. and was fucceeded by his fon Hamm . Hamm 
Idrcufi fiv.iii Ins regard to his lather, font an cm bally to him to king, 
p'iigrarut.ac* him upon his nccefiion, and to condole with him 

ill.' •«*.**. -- . 


iortnc iok oi ins latiier. Hamm , who appears to have been a 
weak prince, and •;<: har e been furrounded with ignorantcoun- 
Kiiors, moft imprudently treated the ambaffadors in a difre- 
Ipcciful manner, being abfurdly perfuaded they were fpies. In 
contempt oi David , and in open defiance of the laws of na- 

ll f c > huihitrdiiy, and gratitude, he gave orders to {have off half 

( ’!.c‘‘.yh f wnT, and to cutaway their garments fhort, and then 
Wiir.i'ieu them, .which involved him in a war which brought 
ccmaffion cm him and his kingdom. 


The 
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The 


David 


venge the affront, he lent to the neighbouring princes to loJlicite 
troops to defend his territories from the invafion with which 
they were threatned. The feripture varies a little in the ac¬ 
count cf his auxiliaries. In Samuel we are told, that Hann 
obtained from the Syrians of Bctbrebcb and Zobah 20,000 foot- 
men, from the king of IJhtob 12,000, and from the king 0 f 
Maachah 1000: but according to the Chronicles , Hanun hired 
32,000 chariots from Mesopotamia , befides the men of Maachah 
Hanun railed alfo an army of his own fubjedts, and being come 
in view of the Jfraelites , who were commanded by Joab, he 
drew up the Ammonites and the auxiliaries in two diftiinSb bodies 
at a fmall diffance from each other. Joab, to prevent himfelf 
from being luiTounded by them, divided his army into twn 

1—1: 1 1___1 \ u 


his 

Tl 


Abijh 


Abijh 


... . - „ The year 

following the Syrians , afliamed of their late defeat, again tonic 
the field; but being utterly routed by David in perion, they 
declined any more concern in the war. The Ammonites being 
thus left to the refentment of the conquerors, Joab entered 
their country at the head of an army the following campaign, 
and after ravaging great part of their territories, befieged Ham 
in Rabbah , the capital of his kingdom. The citv. after lml-l. 



-in me an nut nanun was 11am, ana ms crown, which weighed 
a talent of gold (near 114 pounds of our troy weight) anefwas 
adorned with precious Hones, was taken off his head by Da lit/, 
who treated vhe priibners with the utmoft leverity. He ordered 


i nrr 

t • 

an 

d 

lei 

VC 

^ * 

K * 1 j J 

tu 


la 

l r o 

4 * 

of A 

v,> 

9 4 * 0 , 

• • 

.* •: 

•* • 

► 

1 

b '*•■] 

Ol 

! r 

ol- 


rules 

P 

rc 

(ha 

hi 


, t > ^-; ... ” 

lays, that this dreadful ufage extended to all the cities 


or Anm: ;i ; but we fuppofe the exprcllion means only, allth.it 

held our obffinatrly, and defied the king of Ifrael. I'he Amm- 



expe 


againfi that king; but we have already feen, that infteadot 
attacking the Jews, tney were miracuioufly confounded, and 
turned their arms again!! each other. About ico years after 
tbe /imuiomtes became tributary to Uzziah , or Azariah , king of 
juduh ; but revolting from his foil Jotbam , they were over- 
tiiiov n by him in battle, and obliged to pay a tribute or ico 
talents of hlver, r 0,000 mcafures of wheat, and as many of bar- 
jey, in an about 100^000 of our bufheis. T hey paved this ti> 


butc for three lucccffive years. 
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I Jiha % the idolater fucceeding Jot bum on the throne of Judah , 
L )C 1 the kingdom of Ifrad about the fame time being involved 
[jp anarchy and without a head, the Ammonites probably re¬ 
covered their indepcndance ; and about 130 years after we find 
their king lived in friendfhip with Zedekiab , the laft king of 
Judah , who at the fame time entertained the ambaffadors of 
the Edomites , Moabites, Tyrians , and Sidonians , perhaps with 
the defign of forming an alliance againft their nioft powerful 
enemy Nebuchadnezzar. When Jerufalem , a few years after, 
W as deftroyed by that conqueror, the Ammonites exulted at the 
calamity of the Jetvs, for which they were feverely threatned 
by the prophet Ezekiel. However, their king Baalis received 
all the Jews that then fled into his dominions, and among thofe 
one JJhmael , of the royal blood, whofe intereft he pretended to 
have much at heart. By his advice IJhmael was perfuaded to 
return to Judah , and almflinate Gedaliah, whom the Babylonians 
had appointed governor. But inftead of afliiming the govern- 
| ment, he was obliged to return a fugitive to Baalis , who not 
long after was attacked by the Babylonian general Nebuzaradan , 
and after beholding the utter deftruclion of his country, was car¬ 
ried into captivity, with moft of the nobles of Amtnon , as had 
been prophefied by Amos. 

About feventy years after they are mentioned as ufing all 
their endeavours to prevent the rebuilding of the temple of 
Jerufalem , but by the vigilance of Nchcmiah , their defign to 
attack the city was fruftrated. In the days of Judas Maccabeus 
they again began to be confiderable, and under their governor 
Timotheus , aflembled a very great army againfl: that general. 
Judas, however, defeated them in feveral engagements, and at 
length the Jews took and plundered feveral of their cities, put¬ 
ting the men to death, and carrying the women and children, 
into captivity. Thus ended what feems their Iafl: warfare with, 
the Ifraelites. However, they were flail reckoned a confiderable 
nation for more than a century after Chrijl* : but about 100 
years after that their name vanifhed, and they became blended 
with the Arabians f. 
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The Ilijlory of Midi an, or Mad i an. 

| ID IA N, the fourth fon of Abraham by Keturah , is gene- 

i rally fuppofed the progenitor of the Midianitcs , who m unite 
were fo called from his name. He received large gifts from his deVcended 


* Juft. Mart. dial, cum Tryph. f Origen in Job. 


father, Man. 


from 

Abraba.vi\ 
fon Ma~ 
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father, ■ 
diftance 



wer 

aftc 


tney 


conj unction 


ivaoathw 


and Kcdarenes , the pofterity of IJhmaeV s ions. They were sift 
fo incorporated with the /Moabites, that Moj'es almoit confider: 
them as one nation*. Their religion was the lame, and the; 
acled in the ftri< 5 teft conceit together agairnt him and the Ij. 
raeiites. 

In the infancy of their nation they not only kept flocks, bin 
applied themfelves to traffic ; for in the days of Jofcph, com. 



Their 

learning; 

Sec. 


them by the Ifra elites on their way to Canaan. 


They may juftiy be fuppoled to have been early acquaints 
with the ufe of writing, which art it is plain was not unknown 

Their merchants ahb mull have under/food feme kind 

boundarv reached to the 




to jot>. 

of arithmetic ; and as their i'outhern 


Red Sea, it is probable they were tempted to build fnip.s, which 
ieem to have been ufed fo early as the days of Jacob. From 
hence it is natural to allow them a competent fkili in geogra¬ 
phy, geometry, and aftronomy. 

religion, How foon they forfook the worfhip of the true God is uncer¬ 
tain. In the days of Mofes , thole of them who lived next the 
Moabites icom to have been grofs idolaters, and worfhipersof 
Peor ; to worfliip which idol, their women leduccd many of the 
Ifr a elites. The Midianites towards the fouth part, however, ap¬ 
pear at that time to have Itill adhered to the true religi n of 
their anceftors, as a proof of which we need only mention j- 
tbro , who is commonly ftiled the prieil - of Midi an, and by 


,, J 1 t'dl 

C iViiif 


and hi f- 
tory. 


Jethro. 


fome thought to have been one of their chiefs. Theft 
antics offered up praifes, thankl'givings, and facrifices to the 
true God; but it is remarkable they could not bear circum- 
cifion f. T'heir government is represented rather as ariftocra- 
tical than monarchical j but their chiefs nevertheiefs are Ftiled 
kings. 

There is no mention of any tranfaiRions of the Midianitn 
till the time of Jofcph, whom they purchalcd from his brethren 
for twenty pieces of fiver, and Ibid in Egypt to Potiphnr , one 
of Pharaof/s chief officers. 

Many years after, in Midi an by the Red Sea, lived a pric-ft 
or prince named Rud, or Jethro. In his time Mofes flying from 
Pharaoh , arrived in Adi da an. As he was refling near a v.vll, 
the feven daughters of Jethro came thither to water their fa¬ 
ther’s flocks, but were at firft inliiltcd and driven away by Fome 
fhepherds. Mofes, however, taking their parts, obliged t'ti 
fhepherds to retire, and affifled them in watering their flocks. 



* Gen. xxxvi. 35, -J- Exod. ii. iii. iv. xviii. 

2 




OF THE WORLD. 


that 


his daughter Zipporab in marriage, ami kept him with him forty 
years. At length he allowed him to depart with his wife ancl 
children for Egypt. On the road, a difpute arifing betwixt 
Mofes and his wife about circtimcifing a child, Zipporab re- 
turiied, or was fent back by her hufband, with her two Ions. 


.Mofes , who with the children of Ifi 

i* • 1 • • « « i « • •/ 


nt 


with his daughter Zipporab and her two fons, and his own fon 
Hsbd, to his fon-in -1 aw, to congratulate him and reconcile 


filter Zipporab. They 

Mofes ; and 'Jethro hea 


God 


lame, and acknowledged him to be far'fuperior to all other gods. 

rr . \ , i _ i . nr* • i 1 




God 


to pay him the reipect due to fo venerable a perfon. 

Next day, Jethro obferving the great weight of bufinefs which 
Mojes charged himfelf with, in hearing complaints and decid¬ 
ing differences among fo numerous a people, blamed him 
for undertaking fo burdenfome a talk, too much for any one 
man, and advifed him to lubftitute under him a certain number 
of officers, men of parts and men of courage, fuch as feared 
God, and bated covetoufief , to be rulers, fome over thouiimds, 
fome over hundreds, fome over fifties, and fome over tens, and 
to Main from every bufinefs himfelf that was not of the higheft 

moment. Mofes approving of the advice of his father-in-law, 
put it in execution with the firlt opportunity. 

Jethro returned to his own land, but his fon Hobab{ a) con- 
tinued in the Jfraclites ’ camp, and by large promiies was per- 
fuaded to remain with them, and to lerve them as a guide thro* 
the wilderncfs. His pofterity, or at leaf! fome of the defeend- 
ants of Jethro, were called Amites ; and we find afterwards 
that they joined the children of Judah , and marched with them 
from Jericho , or the city of Palm Trees, into the wilderncfs of 
judew, where they dwelt together *. Upon the taking of 
Hebron , Jofephus fays, they were rewarded with a large portion 
ground. Hcber , the hufband of Jael, who killed Sifera, was 
or mis family f. Saul , we find, when he intended to extirpate 


ite 


{he Amalekitcs , warned the Kenites to move off from them, in 


Judg. i. 16. 


t J uc! g. 1V ‘ u* 


(a) In the fourth chapter of was fo called: but in the tenth. 

jd ss, Hob ah is called the father- chapter of Nun.bcvs , Ho lab is 


in-la 


\v 


of Mfs, from whence called the fon of Mfd faiher- 


ome have concluded tha, Jethro in-law. 


remem- 
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remembrance for their former kindnefs to Jfra el. Being then 
preferved, they fixed their feat upon a rock, and there polleffing 
a ftrong hold, they grew wanton and prefumptuous ; but were 


Ifracl. 


AtJy 


Q 


before. 

When Mofes conquered Si bon the Amorite , Eyi, Rekem , 
Hur, Zur, and Reba were kings or dukes of Midi an, perhap* 
tributary to Si bon, as in Jojkua we find them called dukes <>t 
Si bo ft. Being alarmed by the overthrow of Si bon, they con- 
iulted with Ralak king of Moab about proper mcafures for 
their fecurity, and, as we have already obferved, in conjunc¬ 
tion with that prince hired Balaam to curie Ifracl. That ex¬ 
pedient failing, the Midianites were very forward to follow Ba¬ 
laam's wicked advice, and fent their moft beautiful women to 
feduce the Ifraelites, Zur, one of the kings, not lcrupling on 
this oceafion to proftitute his daughter Cozbi , who was led by 
Zimri to the Ifraelitijb camp, where they were both llain by 
the fame weapon and the fame blow. 

Though the Midianites by this means brought a great de¬ 
finition upon the Ifraelites, yet their triumph was of very Ihort 
continuance; for very foon after Phineas invaded their country 
with 1000 men out of every tribe, and took and deftroyed all 
their cities and goodly caftles, which they laid in afties. 


All 


the 


among the reft Balaam. 


All the females that were not pure 
virgins were alfo (lain. The virgins, to the number of 32,00c, 
were carried into captivity. The booty, befides a great quan¬ 
tity of jewels and gold and filver ornaments, amounted to 
675,000 fheep, 72,0000x011, and 61,000 afles. 

Thus a branch of the northern Midianites was utterly cut off. 
Their country, however, was again peopled with others of their 
nation, who about 150 years after became a fevere fcourge to 
the Ifraelites , who had then forfaken the inftitutions of God. 
Zeba and Zalmunna, two princes of Midi an , being joined by the 
Amalckites and Arabians , opprefl'ed the Ifraelites for leven years. 
Every fummer they entered their country with their camels 
and their cattle, and were as grafs-hoppers for multitude. The 
Ifraelites not daring to withftand them, fled to the mountains, 
where they made caves and fortrefles, while the enemy poi- 
fefied the plains, and entirely confirmed the fruits of the earth. 


Gideon, who delivered the Ij\ 


ed ; for 

■K., 


7 :ha and 
‘Zalmunna 
lief. Ch. 
1245. 


though Gideon was only followed by 300 men, the Mi- 
clianiies and their allies, who were very numerous, were ftruclc 
in the night with iuch amazement and terror, that after fight¬ 
ing for feme time againft each other, they fled with the greateft 


precipitation. 
ft or with 15,000 
in the camp and 




A t in the purfuit, 120,000 of the invaders had 
been cut oft, and Greb and Zeb, two princes of Midi an , had 

fallen 
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f.jj.-n into the hands of the Ephraimites , who put them to 
death. Gideon^ with his 300 followers, pafted the "Jordan, and 
fururi?ing Zeba and Zaimunna^ rotitcd their party and took 
them prifoners, putting them to death with his own hand when 
he returned home. The Midi suites fufrered fo much by this 
dreadful overthrow, that thenceforward they never attempted 
any com; uefts, the 1 acred hiftorian telling us, they lifted up their 
heads no more. This daughter was lo memorable, that the pro- 


oher Ifaiah, to illuftrate a compleat deliverance, com wares it to 

I J -r* »• 1 . 7 /T 7 z' if 4 ? / 


the day of Midi a si. 


he ft. 


Oreb. The plunder obtained b 
was iinmerde, the 


+ * 

ighter of Midiun at the rock of 

y the Ijradites 0:1 this occafioii 
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ry ear-rings aione weighing 1700 Ihckels. 
The Midianites , many ages after, were a conftderable nation, 
snd are mentioned by Ifaiah and Hsbakkuk for their induftxy, 
riches, and the magnificence of their tents : but in the lirft: 
century of ChriJ 


of the Arabians. 


red only as a part 
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CHAP. IV. 


Iliftory of the Edomites. 


Ef 


file elder of the two. Thefe twins contended while vet in their 


mother’s womb, which, according to 
to the mother, was an early prefage of the ft rife that 
afterwards fubfift between them and their defeendants. 
was born with red hair all over, like a hairy garment, or, 
ording to the interpretation of the Septuaginf, like a fhaggv 
tin, and, as he grew up he proved to be a very faong and 


< 1 ’Lni' » • ' 

Lom F/a*. 



ac- 



who was of a mild difpolidou, became the favourite ox 



mother. 



taking advantage of his brother’s c! litre-a, offered to relieve him, 
provided he made over bis birth-right lo him, to which pro- 

po!:i ] Efau, who thought hirnfelf at the point of death, readily 
contented and confirmed the bargain bv an oath ■, and thus, he is 


hta to have del pi fed his 


birt! 


tn n cm r 


tea; called Edom , which fign.kies red, 1 
°- f die pottage he ib deariv purchaibd. 

Vox. L K 


Efan from this tranfacricn 
for fuch was the colour 
He feems however net 

to 
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to hive conlulercd the value of what he transferred to his bro¬ 
ther till after the exchange was made (a). _ 

When he was 40 years of age Efau married two of the daugh¬ 
ters of the Hitiiies , Judith , the daughter of Been , and Bajhc- 
maih the daughter of Elan, which alliance gave great trouble 
and grief to his parents. In time however his father JJaac re¬ 
ceived him again into favour; and being old and dim-fighted, 
he one day called him to him, told him he knew not how near 
Ire might be to his end, and therefore defired him to get him 
feme venifon, and drels ic in a fivoury manner as he had often 
done, that his foul might biefs him before he died. Efau obeyed; 
but while he was abf'ent his mother who heard the words that 



He was icarce got out of the tent, when 


blcfling over Jacob. 

Efau coming in with his venifon, JJaac difcovercd the impofi- 
lion that had been put upon him, and in an agony told Efau, 
that another had already obtained the blefiing, which he neither 
could nor would revoke. Efau hearing the words of his father 

and having upbraided his brother for flipplanting 


wept fcittenv, 
him two times, full in 


1 the birth-right, and now in the blelling, 
ailed at length mi his father to hiefs him 


by his entreaties prevai 
iilfo to this effect, Thai his dwelling Jhould be the fatnefs of tic 

.7 1 /' .7 J /' 7 r- t , f , f ** fl ■ I > ■ / 

that he jhouul uve ly 

hat he Jhculd jbah 

off the yoke at la ft. The former part of this blefling by fomc 
is fuppofed to mean that the lot of Edom was to be in a barren 
land, which they think is confirmed by the latter part, that 


earth, and of the deiv of heaven from above ; il 
the jiuordy and jhovddj'erve his brother ; but t, 

fit? fl)/> \uih? nt Inf} mrt r\f 


he was to live by rapine and violence. We think however 
there is very little ground for this interpretation, as it is p.lmoft 
contrary to the direct fenfe of the words, which by no mentis 
imply that the blading of Efau was equal to that of his brother. 
Efau had now conceived a bitter refentment againll facet/, 


( a) The p’. ivileges of the birth- 
right are fuppofed to have been 
very coufiderablc. The aril horn 
was confecrated to the Lord, 
(Kxod. xxii. at)-) had a double 
portion of rite eilalc allowed him. 


(ueut. xxi. 17.) had a dignity and 
authority ever his brethren, (Gen. 
xlix. 3.) fucccedcd to the govern¬ 
ment of the family or kingdom, 
(2 Chron. xxi. 3.) and as 'Tome 
imagine, fuccecded to the pritll- 
hood. He had a right to chal¬ 


lenge the particular blefling of 
his dying parent. He had the 
covenant consigned to him which 
God made with Abrabnvu diet 
from his loins Chrijl fhould come, 
IL-fidfs- the prerogatives of the 
primogeniture were not confined 
to the perfon on whom the tin' 
bit*ding was conferred, hut de¬ 
fended to his iatCi'l pdlerity, in 
calc they comported theinleivei to 
as to deleave them. 


H Pool’s Annot, U Clcrc’s and Patrick’s Coir.aacnt. Lkhtfoot’s Obfervat, 


JUlfl 
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should di 
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which refolution Rcbehab being informed of, file lent him away 
to Padan Aram , under pretence of getting him a wife there 
from among her own kindred. But Efan cooled ag Cs.in y gene- 
rouily forgot all that had puffed, and finding that Ifaac and 
Rcbckah had a great averfion to the daughters of Canaan , he 
went over to Ifhmael , and took his daughter Mabalath , adding 
her to the wives he had before. By this it would appear either 
that he paid no regard to the divine revelation, or was firmly 
nerl'uaded tliat "Jacob was now heir to the promifes made to 


with hi 


defendants of the bondwoman i 
promifes. After this match F.J 


Me 


very confiderable perfon. 


Jacob 


years became a 


from Pa clan Aram , he went out to meet him with a train of 400 
followers, and unmindful of all former injuries, received him. 
with tears of joy, and the moft tender and brotherly affection. 
He nobly refufed the prefenCs with which his brother would 
needlefly have bribed him to a reconciliation ; and prefled him 
to go and live in his neighbourhood at Mount-Setr. Jacob how- 
ever Bill dreading his refentment, artfully declined all his kind 
offers, and went and dwelt in Slcbem. By this generous treat¬ 
ment of his brother it may be concluded, that Efan was not fo 
bad a man or lb great a reprobate as fome have unreafcnably repre- 
fented him. According to the learned Shnchforcl he was a plain, 
generous, and honed man, as appears by his difintereftednefs, 
and his fpeedy and utter oblivion of the injuries and flights he 
received from his brother. 1 hough St. Paul calls him a pro¬ 


fane p 

mean! 

4-ti , 1 m 


t 


v the word hatred is no more than 


on the J 


fhew that God h 
he Meffiab , on v 
Jacob not on Efc 


Is him a pro- 
yet all that is 
iare fed ulion, 


l 


tvs 


He might be called profane , not that he was 


more wicked than other men of his age, but becaufe he feemed 
to have been lefs mindful of the promifes made to his family 

- 1 fV ■ tL, 


Pf 


Jacob 


f their dcccafcd parent. 


J ---* Vj-— " • - • / 

ff-'-this father Ifaac was either dead or at the point of death, 
when he went to Mature, where he abided Jacob at the funeral 

Having then taken poffeffion of his 
1 his brother Jacob* and returned to 


inheritance, he parted from his brother Jacob, ; 
Mount Seir* where his defeendants at ter Wards fe 

* YM j' n • 1 1 # /• . 1 1 , .! - 


e tried. 


In 


cou 


Mantes or Mor 


ty Chedorlaomcr, in the days of Abraham. The nofterity of rants of 
tyau afterwards poflefling the land, were diftinguimed by the their coun* 


fe 


try 
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TuCL 


ot 


tl 


/A 


r ♦ 

£ do - 


vdies 


Their cuf- 
toms,aris, 
lEc. 


Thecha- daring people, delighting in broils and tumults; they wcrs 

alfo a trading nation. From their behaviour towards Ma'es it 
appears, that they defended their rights with fpiritand bravery; 
but according to the former author, who perhaps might be fome- 
what prejudiced, they made no lcruple of frequently violating 
the rights of others. 

Their arts and fcienccs for that early period were doubtlch 
confiderable. For we find the invention and ulc of the conftel- 
lations were known to them in the days of Job, Sir Ifao; 
Newton even fuppofes the fcicnces and arts to have flourifhed 
fir ft among the Edomites , and it has been a common opinion 
of the learned, that the fecrcts and beauties of nature, that 
morality and much fublime and truely ufeful knowledge were 
cultivated among them. Like the other nations in their neigh¬ 
bourhood they in time forfook the true religion of their an- 
ceilors, and became idolaters; for we find that Amaziah kin 
of Judah brought deftnuStion upon nimfeif by worftiiping 
their idols 
till they were 

Hircanv.s, 


% 




i'hey alfo in time dropt the rite of circumcifion, 
afterwards incorporated with the Jews, by 


Their hif- When Efau fettled in Mount Seir , his family and domeftics 


tory 


were probably very numerous. Though he would then only 
be conftdereu as a private perfon and the chief of his own 
houie, yet his pofterity in a few generations obtained the domi¬ 
nion of the country, defer eying the Maritas , and dwelling in ikeir 
jlead , as Ifracl did in the laud of his pojfejfon f. 

The Horiies appear to have had kings very early, who ftic- 
ceeded each other by election. Their fir ft king was Behnk 
foil of Bear , who is fuppolcd by bifhop Cumberland to have been 
chofen fupreme chief of their nation after the invafion of id- 
dorlaomer. 

Upon his death, Jobab the Ion of Zcrah of Bozrah fiicceedd, 
From a fimilitude of names, he is taken by Ionic for the holy 
and patient Job. 


Hu foam, of the land of Tcjnani , fuccecdcd Jobab. 
After him reigned Hadad the Ion of Be dad, who 


fmote M:- 


field of Moab 


than in th 

Then fucceeded Samlab of Mafic hah, in whofc reign probably 
Efau came into the country. 

The three following kings were Shard of Rebobsth , Bed- 
Hunan the foil of Aehbor , and Hadar. In the reigns of theif 
lafc throe kings, the pofterity of Efau became fo powerful, tl'.;:: 
wc find Come of his Ions and his grandchildren diftinguiflied by 
the tide of Dukes in the land of Edom. Their wealth ad 
power probably made them aflume this title, their authority, 
however, extending only over their own families. Betides th 
ki mts of Edom alreadv mentioned, thpre nonpars tn h-ive bee 


efin _ already mentioned, there appears to have bee 
among the Horitcs feven dukes, all the fons of Seir, or IN 


* a C hr on. xxv. 


•j* Deut. ii. 14. 


h 
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but whether thefe governed before the kings, or under them, 

is uncertain. 

The next generation of Efatis poFerity are Filed dukes of 
Elm-, and are placed by the (acred hiltonan immediately after 
Jiadar the laft king of the Montes * ; fo that about this time 
probably the Montes were jubdued, and the country began to 
be called Edom. The names of the dukes were Timnah, Alvab , 
Jetbeth , Abclibamah , Elah , Pi non , Kenaz^ Teman, Adibzar , Mag- 


'died and Irani. During their government the children of I fra el 
coming into the wildernefsf, they, for their greater fecurity 
.wainft fo numerous a people, united under one head or kingly 

i) % * 4 « • ^ nt • ° 1 


to whom, or perhaps to his fucceflbr, meflengers came from 



the Ifraelites 


puling 


his country, would keep the highway, and not offer the JcaF 
injury to his people or their poiiefFons, neverthclefs peremp¬ 
torily refilled their requeF. When he was foilicited a fecond 


time, 


and the Israelites promifed to pay for every thing they 
fiiould need on the way, he Fill gave them an abfolute denial ; 
and not knowing they were under a frrict injunction not to at¬ 
tack his fubjects, he immediately auembleJ a powerful armv 
tooppofe them in cafe they fhould attempt to force their paf- 
ihge. However, he made no fcruple of afliFing them as far as 
he could, when he thought there was no hazard of damage to 
himfelf, and furniflied them, for money, with what his coun¬ 
try afforded, perhaps to prevent their growing defperatc. 

After this traniaction, their hiFory is involved for fcveral 
ages in abfolute obfeurity, no mention being made of them 
again till the time of king David. During this period, how¬ 
ever, they had extended their dominion, applied thcmfelves to 
trade and navigation, and feized on the empire of the Arabian 
gulf and the trade thereof. They dealt, it feems, in very rich 
commodities, pure gold, gold of Of>bi>\ the.topaz of Ethiopia, 

. 1 ■ and arc iuppoled to have become a 


'33 


coral, pearls and the li 
verv confiderable kingdom. 

ht the height of their profperily, a war breaking out between FT Cii 
tiiem and king David, the occaiion of which is not mentioned toa.o. 

I 1 • 4 

overt it row tneir 



bp the facrcd hiForians, after a 
country was conquered and ravaged by the Ijra elites. 


./ nn 





•) 


one of David’s, generals, flew r !>’,ooo of them in t>:s vr.uy or 

A * K * * ^ 

oo/, and his brother "foab continued in their country i;x months, 
*;U (1 put all their nudes to death. Many, however, cleaned to 
foreign countries, and among thefe IJiuUhl of the royni blood, 
then a boy. They that had the care of him iivlt retired to 
ftvdian, and from thence to E?ypt, where they were owned 
with great kindness by Phanu-b^ who fome time aft;.r r .u•, : 


yeung king the qn^ 


u 


s 


fifl 


•Y 1 !* 7 n i ••♦•I' -r/ * 


iCIsron. i. and Gen. x.vxvi •}• F\od. xv. 15. X Numb. 

iv 3 
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While Hadud efcaped to Egypt , others fled to the Phill (line j, 
and fortifying Azotus, proved a confiderable acccilion of power, 
and of very lingular benefit to that people. At the fame time 
others that dealt in Clipping, to avoid the rage of the conqueror, 
trufted themfelves to the iea, and failed towards or into the 

In a word, they were difperfed into ail parts, 

'V r.. - .x _ * _ -. 1 . • . . •.... . . . 




there being no fafe 
difperfion of the 




have been very beneficial to the feveral nations among whom 
they took refuge. The Epyptians, he thinks, received from the 

4 1 T jr y 1 • • ■ * — 4 4 /• f .■% 


followers 
vi cat ion 




He- 


navigation and commerce from the refugees among them. 
rodcius indeed lays, the P.ss.itczans came from rise Red Sea; 
and ac cording to Stephanas, the fugitives that fled from the 
fame gulf built Az c tvs -t. 

rladad had lived many years in the Egyptianconrt in great 
cafe and iplendor, ha at length formed a defign co attempt the k- 
covery of his dominions, i vising an opportunity of tne dotage 
of Sedition. Accordingly leaving Egypt, he returned to Idama ; 
but the jtivija yarifons being very povrerful, his endeavours to 
raife an hi car; action proved trunk Is. He, perhaps, afi er-onis 


citaLnui.v- mmic.'t m Syr.a., where vw 
bore the name of Ida dad. 


find the rov-.il 


rr hilly 

By his Egyptian wife he hud a Ion 
named Gcv.uhaih , who had a princely education in the palace 
of Pharaoh. 

The kingdom cf Edom continued fubjedt to the Jews till the 
reign of Jsboram , being governed by deputies or Viceroys ap¬ 
pointed by the kings of Judah, The king of Edom , whom we 


me 

th: 


J 


nil 

in 


Jt'hijhapbafs reign there was 1:0 king in Edom, a deputy taas kirg\. 
We have now feen Efau , according to the prophefy, a let- 

a uiort time, however, lie broke his 

tys of Jehoram, 


7 


vant to his orother* In a uiort time, h< 

yoke from off his neck. For we find in 

^ _ 

the Edomites revoked from the dominion 

themfelves a king. Being informed that J, __ 

with a powerful army to reduce them, “they marched towards 
him, and found means to furround him on all fides. Jthrum, 
hov. 'ever, attacking them in the night, entirely defeated them 


with great daughter. Notwithftanding this advantage, wc find 
lie was not able again to reduce them, but they continued ever 
after in dependant of the Jews. After they had enjoyed their 
independancy about fixty years, they were defeated by Amaziah 
king >~t 'Judah in the valley of Salt , who flew 10,000 of them, 
ana took as many prifoners, whom he afterwards pui to death 


C: 


* Chron. of anti . nt Kingdoms amended, -j- Herod. 
in), bteph. in /occm s^it. } 1 Kings xxii, 47. 


l.i. c, i.’.vii. 

by 


J 
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by throwing them from the precipices at Sdah their capital, 
which he took by ftorm, and afterwards called Jakihcrl. 

The Edomites, whether after or before this is uncertain, en- 
„ ac - ec | i n a war with their neighbours the Moabites, which prov- 
ed^unfuccefsful; for their king falling into the hands of the 
enemy, was burnt by them, whether dead or alive vve know not, 

till his bones were reduced to afhes. 

In the third century, after their defeat by Amaziah, they be¬ 
came fubjeot to the king of Babylon , to fulfil what feverai pro¬ 


phets had threatned them with, for their enmity and clefnite 

f . ^ ixn_ _ r i _____ _ _ 7; '.7. A*... 
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Jerufal 


againft th J ^ 

d-izecl that opportunity of wrecking their vengeance 


Edomites Bef. Ch* 


aqainiL 







t 


M 


U'C. 


'I'hey even attempted to level 



whole city with the 


threatned by the prophets with a fevere retaliation, namely, 
that they fliould behold their land become utterly defolatc, 
when that of their deprefted enemies fliould again be in a fiou- 
rilhing condition*. 

Accordingly, foon after they fell into dreadful confufion and 
violent inteftine commotions, fo that great numbers of them 
abandoned their own country, and fettled in the empty land of 
7 .v dea, particularly in the fouth-weftern parts f. Thole who 
hayed behind in Edom , joined the children of Nebaioth , and 
were called ever afterwards Nabathecms ; fo that the ancient 
kingdom of Edom now loft its name, which was transferred to 
that part of the land of Judea which the refugees had fettled 
in, and which had never been any part of their old kingdom, 
but the lot of the tribes of Simeon and Judah. This alfo is 
the Idumea , and thefe the Idumeans mentioned by Pliny, Ptolemy, 
Strabo, and other ancient writers. The Edomites having now 
loft their name, their country, according to the prophdies, in 
great mcafure became a ddert, Jlrangers from the fouth pojj'ejfed 
it, and thenceforward it was never to rife, but to be called the 


7 


of tvlchcdnefs Concerning thofe Edomites who fettled 


Hyjlafp 


.7 


is not 


After 


L1AV W M --- - 7 J —-— - 

when their ancient averfion to the Jt 


reviving, they warred againft that nation under the conduct of 
Corgi as their governor, for Antiochus Epipbanes. They were 




Ifaiah xxi. xxxiv. |er. ix. xxv. xxvii. xlix. Lam. iv. Ezek. xxv. 
xvxii xxxv. xxxvi, fuel iii. Amos i. ix. Obad. i. Pfal- cxxxvii. 


t dr a bo, b xvi. 


J Malach. i. 
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h owever 



136 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

however conftandy worftcd by Judas Maccabeus, who at 3 aft 
took and lacked their chief city Hebron . That valorous com¬ 
mander, after cutting off 20,000 of them in feveral affaults, and 
reducing almoft all their ffrong holds, befieged a refidue of 
about gcoo men in two ffrong towers, which he at length alfo 
forced, and put the befieged and other Idumcans to death, again 
Eef. Ch. to t ^ c number of 20,000. After the death of Judas, they item 


130 


to have been agitated by broils and wars till they were con- 


lie\ 


came incorporated with the Jews, and thenceforth were reputed 
as one and the fame people ; the ancient names of Edomites 
and Idumcans ccafmg to be appropriated to them, though flill 
preferved by the Jetvifo Rabbins, and figuratively applied to 
the Chriftians *. 


&ftftftftftftftftftftftftftftftftftftftftftftft 
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CHAP. V. 


E'he Hijiory of Amalek. 


known. 


The an- T\U K E the fon of Efaus fir ft born Eliphaz by his 

cc .or of concubine Tirana, is generally fuppofed the father of the 

t'uz Aruciu- Amalek: tes, whofe country was called A malehitis. What time 
kirn not his family feparated from the other defendants of Edom, is un¬ 
known. certain. It is even doubtful whether the A male kites were dc- 

feended from him. We find them filled by Balaam the fhjl or 
beginning of nations. Chedcrlaomcr , in the days of Abraham, 
is faid to have fmote all the country of the Amalekites ; they are 
no where called by Mcfes the brethren of lfracl or Edom, and 
the Edomites never held any confederacy with them in all their 
wars, but buffered them to be almoft extirpated by Saul, with¬ 
out lending them any aftiitance ; laftly, they are always men¬ 
tioned and involved in the fame curfe with the Amoritcs , Phi- 
lijlincs, and other Canaanitijh nations; from all which it may 
be concluded, they were rather a tribe of the Canaauites, than 
defendants from a grandfon of EJau. 

According to feme Arabian writers, Amalek, the progenitor 
of the Amalekites, was the fourth in defeent from Elan!, or 
fiom Shew, according to others. Some even make him the 
grand Ion of Sbcrn ; and Le Clcrc , in his commentary, thinks 
the Amalek lies were a are:it nation before the Havs of Anrahatn. 


of 


re 


Jofeph. An'.iq. !. >.iii, c. 17 Prid. Ccnncft, b. v. p .533. 


their 
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their progenitor, we may fuppofe they ufed circumcifion, and Their re- 
t’nat the & decree for extirpating them was owing to the out-ligion, 
rages they committed on the diftrefied Ifraelites ; but if of the cuilcms, 
Cnnaanitijh race, their horrid idolatries fubjected them, without c 5c. 
a ]l doubt, to one common doom with the Canaanitijh nation. 

Their arts and trade alfo can only be gueffed at. Probably 
their knowledge and commerce was much the fame with that 
of their neighbours the Edomites, the Egyptians, and thofe of the 

lea-coarts of Canaan. 

It appears that their government was monarchical, and that 
the firft, or at leaft one of the firrt, of their kings was called 
j[„ a v *, which was alfo the name of their laftkingf ; from 
whence it has been imagined, that all their intermediate princes 
bore the fame appellation. 

The Amalekites quickly rofe to fuch a height of power and Their LI f- 
fplendor, that their king is fpoken of as far above all others, tory. 
Balaam , to exprefs the future majefty of the ‘JcwiJh ftate, lays, 
that their king frail be higher than A gag. He alfo ftiles the 
Amalekites the firjl of the nations , which if fuppofed to exprefs 
their dignity, feerris to countenance the extraordinary things 
related of them by die Arabians ; as that they conquered Egypt, 
and poflerted the throne of that kingdom many generations. 

croffcd the Red Sea, than the 

"Joft-films relates, that they 


The Ifraelites had no loon 
Amalekites refolved to cut them off. 
were commanded by live kings ; but However that be, they were 
defeated after a long and bloody battle by 'Jejhua at Re phi dim, 
Miffs, on the top of a hill, being a ipe&ator of the victory. 
For this outrage, a heavy doom was denounced againft them, 
that their name fhould be utterly put out from under heaven. 
Itpleafed Go^, however, afterwards to make ufe of them in con¬ 
junction with fome of the Canaanites to punifh the difobedience 




feized all opportunities of harraffing the fewife nation. Thci 
confederated with Eplon king of Moab , and the Ammonites , am 


afterwards with the Mldianites 


and prefumption of the Ifraelites, when attempting to enter th 
land of Promife, contrary to his exprefs decree, that for their 
murmuring and difbelief, none of them above twenty years of 
age fltould enter it. 'The Amalekites, after this, feem to have 

hey 

d 

to root out the Ifraelites and 
poffefs their land ; but how they were miraculoufiy put to flight 
and purfued by Gideon, we have already related. 

After this overthrow, there is no mention of the Amah kites Deft Ch. 
till the days of Saul, when the nation was grown ripe for the icy5. 
utter extirpation they had been threatned with about 400 years, 
before. As a prelude to if, the Keniies, or delccrtdants of‘fir- 
tiro, who were fettled among them, were warned to quit their 
country, God fparing them on account of the humanity of their 
progenitor. The Keniies accordingly removing, the Amalekites 
were invaded by Saul at the head of z 10,000 men, who in a 


* Numb, xiiv. 7. 


| 1 Sam. xv. 8. 


fhort 
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fhort time laid the country defolate, and cut off the whole n: 
tion, fparing . either mother nor fucking child. Agag the kb 
and the belt cf the cattle only, were inhered to live, and fou 
very few efcap-'d or concealed thenuelves in places where tiu 


hi 

w 


Agag, upon his arrival at JiuL 

bitternefs of death was pa (lid- 1 


God 


VJ tig 

Sam 


The 


i ne poor remains or cue smut i canes tnat eicapeu tne iword ( 
Saul, again fettled in their country near the Gefharites and ft 



of the roihjrincs to lettle with his to Hovers at 6 a: lag, invade 
them i "om thence, and left neither man nor woman of thcl 
who fell into his hands alive, laid wafte the country, am 
carried off all the cattle. The A male kites who remained, in re 
fentment for this injury, icon after furprized Xiklag , vvhicl 


they 


They 


bitan ts, which is not a little fur prizing, coifirlering what thei 
had fuffered fo lately from David. They only carried awai 



iftnefs 


y 


[i« 

!m 


Mites at length we find were utterly extirpated in the da vs o 

rr _ ?.* l i _~ o: _ i_ „ , rr. rr* r ,1 • 


took 


perifb ft 


the fir ft of th 




% 


phclj 


Afterwards Hetman the Awfite, g 

„ _ A a 


Amalekite , would have taken ample revenge on the "Jens, In 
not God as it were miraculoufly interpofed. This fpiteful tho 
fruitlefs confpiracy, may be reckoned the laft adt of thi 
Amalekite s. 




CHAP. VI. 

The Hifiory of Canaan. 


Canaan 

the fon of 
Hatr the 
progenitor 
of the Ca- 
nuarnUi, 



HE inhabitants of this country were in general ca!!c< 
Ganaaniies, from Canaan the fourth fon of Ham , siu 



:i 


were the fathers of the following tribes or nations, the AH 
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nas the Hit ikes, the JebuJites , the Amorites , the Gergafhites , 
the Hivites, the Arkites , the Sink's , the Arvadites , the 7 ,enza- 
and the Hamatbkes. Five of thefe, namely, the Hkiiies , 
the ''ffaj'kes, the Amorites , the Gergajhites , and the Hivites were 
kncNvn to have dwelt in the land of Canaan , and with two 
others, namely, the Perizzites and the Canaanites , were doomed 
to be expelled, extirpated or fubjeefed by the Ifraelkrs , in Con¬ 
or the curie denounced againft their ungodly ancestor 
Jdxun. From whence the Perizzites and Canaanites wire fo 
tailed, cr how they came to be diftindi: tribes, cannot be af- 

certain erl. 

Whether the nations defeended from the other fix Tons of ( 
Qi’hrin were also doomed to the ruin which was to light on the 
other feven tribes, has been greatly queftioned. They arc not 
mentioned as concerned in the wars which 'Jojhua and his fac¬ 
et-fairs had with the other Canaanites , who are particularized 
always by them'elvcs ; therefore it rnay be concluded their ter¬ 
ritories were not defigned as part of the conqueft of the 
Jfmd'tes. 

The {even nations, namely, the Hittites , the JcbaJites , Amo - 
rites, Gergaflntes , Hivites , Perizzites, and Canaanites , at the 
time they were invaded by the Ifraeiites, were fubdivided into 
a great many little kingdoms ; for within the narrow limits of 
f.fan’s conquefts, there are mentioned no lefs than thirty one 
kings. 

The different nations of the Canaanites being descended from Their 


the feme progenitor, had doubtlcfs a great intercourfe with each 
other, and a fimilifude in their religions, cuftoms, manners, 
arts, lbiences, and language. In feme points, however, they 
may be fuppofed to differ, according as their fltuation led them 
into different courfes of life. The Canaanites on the lea-cos.fi 


cuitoms, 

fcV. 


were merchants, in which capacity we fliall afterwards con- 
fuler them when we come to lpeak of them as Phoenicians, by 
which name it is commonly agreed they were afterwards known 
to the Greeks. The other Canaanites , who had an inland fitua- 
tion, were partly employed in pafturage. and partly in tillage, 
and in the exercife of arms, in which they will be feen to be 
well veiled. It will alfo be perceived by their hiftory, that 
when invaded, they were ready to join in the common caufe, 
that they were very’' well appointed for war, and their towns 
were ftrongly fortified ; that in the field they were well furnilhed 
wuh weapons, and particularly ufed armed chariots, fo dread- 
fid among the antients ■, that they were daring, obftinate, po- 
hdc, crafty, and almoft invincible. The language they fpoke 
F a -S it feems, well underfiood by Abram , who without any 
difficulty converfed with them upon all occafions, as he did 
2 lio with the Egyptians and Chaldeans. And as it appears the 
art of writing was early Known to their neighbours, it cannot 


he fuppofed they were ignorant of it. 

They retained the pure religion quite down to the days 

Abraham, who acknowledged Melchizedd* a Canaanite and ki 


of Their re- 
king ligion. 

of 
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of Salem , to be pried of the mod high God. As we find Alva 
ham met with no dillurbance from them on account of his re 
ligion, we may realbnably conclude their religion was not dif 
ferent from his. The Philijihies alfo then worlhiped the trui 
God, as appears from the confcicntious behaviour of Mimic\i 

Corruptions in religion might, however 
be then beginning to appear among them ; for Abraham was ?. 


the king of Gcrar. 


God 


4 


In the day 
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Ejau with the Hittitcs was the averfion of If 


Rebekah , and a few generations later they were become incor¬ 
rigible idolaters ; for Mofes commands the Ifraelitcs to deftr cj 
their altars, and break down their images , and cut dozvn then 
t /'ovcs, c.vd lum their graven images zviib fire’, from this it is 
concluded bv Sir 11 me Newton , that they had no temples. The 
Ifraclliss are alfo itr icily enjoined not to intermarry with them, 
but to finite them and utterly cieftroy them. They are accufed 
of the cruel cuilom of facrificinsr men, and are laid to have 


palled their feed through the fire to Moloch. Their morality 
was no Ids corrupt than their doctrine;. for they are charged 
with the fins of adultery, befliality of all forts, profanencls, in- 
cell, and all manner of uncleannefs ; as a punilhment for which 
the calamities they fuffeted were brought upon them. 

As to their government, it appears that at firll they tranfacled 

s in popular aflemblics. Abraham , we find, did 


all their bufinef 
not addrefs him.... 
hinifelf to the people of 


the Hittii.es , but bond 

of Hcth ; rmd 

when Epbron and he bargained, their agreement was ret in el 
by a popular council. Ham or alfo, king of Sheehan , would not 
give a final arifwer to the propofals made to him by Jacob's Ion?, 
till he had communed zvith the men of his city. If exorbitant am¬ 
bition and a lull to rule had prevailed among them, it is r.ct 
indeed likely that fo many petty kingdoms would have beta 
Handing when JcJhua invaded them. 

The beginnings or their hillory are very dark and obfcure, 
the hypothefes and ill nitrations of the learned giving but final! 
lights to them for want of genuine records. Conlidering the 
fituation and diflance of the country, we may reafonably con¬ 
clude, that upon the difperfion it was directly peopled by Ca¬ 
naan and his defcer.dants. An old tradition indeed fays other- 
wife, and tells us, that it was alfigned to Seth and his deicem!- 
ants by Noah, who made a divilion of the earth ; but that Sethi 
defendants were difpoflcfled by the children ol Canaan, 
netho relates, that the Phenician fhepherds or Canaanites mr.de 
an irruption into Egypt. At what period this happened, is un¬ 
certain. Some have therefore conjectured, that fo carlv rs 
the days of Mvzraim , the fouthern Canacmites , flraitcnf'J tor 
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Egypt , eredled a feparate kingdom on the Arabian fide or t 
country, and continuing at enmity with the Egyptians, wov 
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:,f length expelled by them in the days o [Abraham. There 
j'reir.s however no folid foundation for this account*. 

'flic Hr ft action concerning this people, we had for certain p e 
rh.c invaficn of the vale of Siddim , where Sod:?n and Go - 
n:)rah then ftood, by Chcdorlaomrr king of Elan , who red 
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the inhabitants of the valley, and obliged them to pay him a 
tribute. About four years after AbrcJja?n arrived in the Jane, 
where he was received with great hofpitality, the Canaanhc, 
we are exprefsly told, being then in the land ; but the country 
foon after his arrival being oppreffed by famine, he proceeded to 
Egypt. This famine being of no long continuance, Abram re¬ 
turned to Canaan , when it was laid the Pcrrzzite was alfo in 
the land. From thefe remarks regarding the Canaanhc and Pe- 
rizCir, fomc have thought that they were lpoken of as new 
corners, and that they had lately been expelled from Egypt, cr 
had voluntarily forlaken that kingdom, Canaan becoming thereby 
more populous ; fo that Abram and Lot, upon their return from 
Eyjpt, were ftraitened for want of room, and obliged to 

iqv.ratc. 

The five kings of the vale of SAP ,: 1 revolting from Chcrlnr - 
knurr, iu the thirteenth year after they had been fubdued, the 
following Chcdorlaomer, with his allies, marched hither 


VC” 


<11 


y ~ 0 --- -~- 

again, and defeated them in a pitched battle with great {laugh¬ 
ter; after which he pillaged Sodom and Gomorrah , and among: 

a ■ • « » V t V* *1 * a C W 


his priibners carried off Lot , who was foon referred by his uncle 

The whole booty was alfo recovered by j.ihram , who 


Ahvivn . 


• J - J T V 

having routed and difperfed the enemy upon his return, was 
prcH-nted by Mclchifcdek king of Salem , and prieft of the moft 
high God, with bread and wine, who bluffed him in the name 
or' die moft high God, pofleflbr of heaven and earth, and re¬ 
ceived from him the tythes of all. 

ft nas been greatly di/puled vvno tlii - At. -cl,/'del; was. The 
unwilling to own that their progenitor had any iuperior 
among the Canaanites, will have him to have been Shan* who 
was alive feventy years after this trar.fedkm. Idiihop Cir.nher- 

ft.v v, Cretins, and feme other Chriftian w.- hers. arc . lib of this 

opinion. The learned Patrick, however, thinks tin h a notion 
evidently deftroyed by the 


noftie to th; 


/■team 


V 

» * i » 


o Jays, 

t ivit the pedigree of Melds,feJek was not counted from thcyTwr-J. 
Aram, he fays, could not be fit id to jyen'-a In Canaan, if his 
noble anccftor had been king there; nor is it likely ihzt Shem 




war.! reign in a country in y-ofibfiftt-n of his.bt other’s fon. T?- 
Cbn; exprefiy calks Mclcoijeduk a potentate of the Canuasuics, 

' Pels*. 


;u;d the Arabians make him a derccnb.u 


m or 


rr^\ 


V * 


X 


hi] 


w be- 

to keeo 


the booty to hiinfelf, and only afked the per urns of his fubjc&sj 


* Cumberland on Sanehoniatho, and Sedfoid’s Seri mure Cbron. 
ft Heb. vii. 6. 


but 
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but Abram, with great magnanimity and difintereftednefs, re 
fuied to keep even the linalleft part belonging to him ; at th 
fame time leaving his three Amoriie confederates, Aner, Ejhcsi 
and IvJr.txre , to take their portion if they pleafed. 

'I'hc inhabitants of the vale of Siddim , particularly of ' Sod-,m 
after this deliverance, abandoned themfelves to fuch a degree 0 
wi Jccdncfs, that they left no room for mercy, and were ac¬ 


cordingly, about fifteen years after, utterly deftroyed, excep 
Y-toar, by a dreadful judgment from God. The whole val< 
being confumed by brimftone and fire, or by thunder and light 
nine:, became thenceforward the dead or fait fca , or lake Afplial 


ning, became thenceforward the dead or fait fca , or lake Afphd 
tites. The vale, we are told, was full of dime pits, or place 1 
from which naptha and bitumen were extracted ; whence it i; 
fuppofed the lightning flafhing along thefurface of the ground, 
let fire to the combuftible matter, which had the dreadful e It eel 
of turning this once inchanting paradife into a loathfome lake, 
The fin for which the inhabitants fuffered has, from the chiel 
city of that vale, Sodom , ever fince borne the name of fodomy. 

About 38 years after this memorable event, Abram treated 
with die Hit tites for the purchafc of a burying-place at Mach- 
pc lah . That tribe, in the moil refpectful terms, offered him the 
choiceft of their fcpulchres, where he might depofit his dead; 


adjoining; but, fuch was the noble fpirit of Abram , he was obliged 
to fell the field and the cave to him for4oo fhckels, which, from 
his great regard to the patriarch, he looked upon as a matter of 
final 1 confideration between them. 

Ham or king of Secbem , a poor and weak kingdom, about 60 
years after this, was very fcllicitous that Jacob mould allow his 

1 tl t • § 1 • • \ a /Y* f « « /• t 


children to intermarry with his people, and offered him a fettle- 
merit in his country. Humor’s ion Shcchnn , a little before, had 
deflowered Dinah , Jacob’s daughter ; but having a real pslTicn 
for her, and fenfiblc of the wrong he had done her, he intreated 
his f ather Hamor to u fe his endeavours that he might have her 
for his wife. They accordingly applied to Jacob and his foils; 
end Sbrchcm offered to agree to any fatisfa&i'on required, if they 
would bur grant him Dinah in marriage. Jacob’s fens were 
highly exafperared at the injury done to their fitter, and medi¬ 
tated a mott bloody revenge ; but, dilguifing their refentment, 
declared they would grant his fuit, if he, and all of his tribe or 
city, would content to be eirtumcifed. Hamor and Shechem with 
joy contented to tiAs condition, and, by their zealous pcrfur.fr 
ous, prevailed all their tribe likevvite to be circumcifed. hut 


ous, prevailed nn all their tribe like-wife to be circumcifed. hut 
tec third day after, when the pain and anguifh of the operation 
wa< greatett, and the Shecbemates were thereby fcveri/It and very 
mucftjndifpoied, they were all fiirprized and cut off by two of 
Jacob's ions, Scmcm and Levi , v. ho, after the bloody niaibicrc, 
dcflrovea tneir c;tv, and carried off their wives, children, cat-* 
tie, a:id all their eireels : for which outrage againft an helph-ns, 
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and to all appearance innocent people, their father Jacob, on Ills 
<k;uh'bed, prophefied, that their defeendants Ihould have no 
particular inheritance, but be fcattered in IfraeL 
1 Near three centuries afterwards, when Mofcs drew towards 
the borders of the promifed land, the Canaanites advanced to 
their frontiers, and being joined by the A? 7 ialekites , who it may 
be fuppofed were eager to wipe off the difgrace of the action 
lome years before at Rephidim, they attacked the Ifraclites at¬ 
tempting to enter their territory againft the exprefs decree 
of God, and repulfed them, with great Slaughter, quite to 

Ihm.nh. 

Much about the fame time, probably a few years before, Sihoit 
kin? of the Amoritcs invaded the children of Moah and Ammon , 
and difpofleffed them of part of their country on the eaft fide of 
Jcnlan and the Dead Sen ; which conqueft is celebrated by the 
moll ancient poem that is extant among prophane writers 
drud was king in the fouth-eaft part of Canaan when Mofes and 


tiie Ifraclites had, a fecond time, reached the borders of the pro¬ 
vided land ; and being informed of their coming by the way of 


lieJpics , he attacked them, and took feveral of them priloners : 
but fortune changing, he was vanquifhed by them, and his coun¬ 
ty utterly deftroyed. 

Soon after this. Si bon the Amor tie , who refided in his new con- Sibon and 


quell, venturing to a 61 offenfively againft the Ifraclites^ was to- Og d e feat- 
tail v routed by them at Jahaz , and loft all his territories, which ed and 
were immediately poflelfed by the conquerors. killed by 

0 s r , another king of the Amoritcs f, who is alfo {Filed king of the If- 
Bajhan, his kingdom being fo named from the hill of Bajhan , raelites. 
fines called Batanca , attempted like wife to oppofe the Ifraclites. Eef. Chr. 
He was the laft of the race of the giants, or Rephaims , and his 1452. 
iron beclftead was nine cubits in length. His kingdom was po¬ 
pulous and beautiful; for it contained no Id's than fixty walled 
towns befhles villages, and the country afforded an excellent 
breed of cattle and ilately oaks f. Prefuming upon his ftrength, 
be engaged the Ifraclites at Edrci ; but being routed and killed, 
the conquerors, after deftroying all his people, feized his 
kingdom. 

The overthrow of Og and Sihon no doubt greatly alarmed the 
Cdnaanitfs ; but a few years after, when they heard that God 
bN dried up the wafers of for dan before the children of Ifracl y 
tj.cv were feized with great terror and confirmation. 'Jericho 
firft became a prey to the invaders. Its walls were rniraculoufly 
overturned ; after which it was reduced to allies, and the mart 
tubed that fhould ever attempt to rebuild it, its inhabitants be¬ 
ing all put to the fword, except the harlot Rahah and her fa- 


ftuv, who had been inllrumental in laving the fpies lent thither 
by Jsjhua. The fetus 9 immediately after, made an unfuccefsfu! 
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attempt upon Al, the king of which city, to fecure himfeif fron 
a fecond afiault, ordered the men of Bethel > who were his fub 
jeCts, to join him. Jojbua, however, by a ftratagem, havin' 


I fra elites 


in ambufh, feized upon it, let it on fire, and intercepted the re 
turn of the enemy; who finding themfelves attacked on al 
ltdes, were thrown into confulion, routed, and all put to thi 
fword, except their king, who was taken alive, but immedi 
ately hanged. The Jfraelites then plundered and burned wha 
remained of the city, and cut to pieces all who were found ir 
it; the number of the flain in all amounting to about 12,000. 

The Gl- The fad cataftrophe of Jericho and Ai alarmed all the Ca- 


heonitci , 

by craft, 
fecure the 
protection 


Jojl 


ifo 


The 


ever, chofe a more prudent eounfel, and, declining the general 
alliance, fccured the fiiendfhip and protection of the Ifro.dhi j 


raelites. 


If- by a ftratagern. 


Ifraeliiijh 


dreflcd in old tattered garments, and with fuch a worn-out equi¬ 
page, as made them appear to have come from a far diftant 
country 


Ifraelit 

credit to their deceitful words, and concluded an alliance 
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gave 
with them. 


Three 




their lives ; but becaufe they had acted deceitfully, they con¬ 
demned them to be hewers of wood and drawers of water for 
the congregation ; that is, to be flaves, or little better. 


Adonisce- The Gibeonites , by their fubmiflion to Jojl. 


dek defeat¬ 
ed by 

"jofilUi 


f 


falem , with the kings of Hebron , Jarmuth , Lacij ).?, and if 
joined forces together, and befieged Gib eon. Jojhua , who iti.I 
continued in his camp at Gilgal on the banks of the Jordan, 
being follicited by the befieged to come to their relief, and en¬ 
couraged by God, immediately marched to Gibcon , attacked the 
befiegers, and, after a great /laughter, put them to flight, and 
purfued them to Bethhoron. The Canaanites were not only cut 
to pieces by the Ifraelitcs , but killed in greater numbers by 2 
fhower of immenfe haiiftoncs that fell upon them about Biv> 
boron ; and the fun being miraculoufly flopped, for almoft 2 
whole day, the purfuit was thereby rendered more bloody; tnc 
Jfraelites having full time to avenge themfelves of the enemy 
The five kings concealed themfelves in a cave near the city ol 
dMahkedah ; but being difeovered, they were taken from thence 
and put to death. M 

After this overthrow, the cities of Makkcdah , Libnah, Leap 
Eglon, Hebron , and Debii\ were taken and deflrovcd by Jm 


’ * ^ ^ ^ w A 4.V/ f / * JIV lit ^ W A W t- /wt- I J A ****-» k — i ' , 

fmote all the country of the hills fouthwards, utterly deftroym] 
Jabin I. all that breathed. ~ " " r ’ 1 * 


d. Jabin king of Hazor , al 
Ifraelitcs , prevailed on Job ah 


progrefs of the 
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the kings of Shin iron and Achjhapb , on the kings on the north 
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the mountains, and thofe in the plains fouth of Cinnerotb , and 
in the valley, and on the borders of Dor on the weft, on the 
Canaaniies peculiarly fo called, on the Amorits , the Hittite , the 
Perizzite, the JebuJite in the mountains, and the Hivite under 
Herman in the land of Mizpeb , to join their arms to oppofe 
Jcjhua. According to the facred hiftorian, they were as fand on 
the fea-fhore for numbers, and very ftrong in horfes and cha¬ 
riots ; and, by the account of Jo/epbus, their army confifted of 
300,000 foot, 10,000 horfe, and 20,000 armed chariots. While 
they were encamped at the waters of Merom , fince called the 
lake Samacbonitis , they were fuddenly attacked by JoJhua , who, 
after driving them from their camp, forced them to difperfe, 
purfuing foine of them weftward to Zidon the great , and Mizrc- 
fhoth-Maim , and another body of them eaftward towards the 
valley of Mizpeb. They were almoft all cut to pieces in the 
purfuit; after which JoJhua returned and took Hazor , which he 
utterly deftroyed, putting the king Jabin and all the inhabitants 
to the fword. The inhabitants of the other cities concerned in 
this confederacy were alfo all cut off: the cities, however, were 
fuffered to ftand, as they were only dependant on Hazor. 

The Canaanitcs^ notwithftanding thefe great Ioffes, abfolutely 
refufed to think of peace, and continued for fix years to oppole 
Jojlma with great obftinacy, though in the end their country 
was almoft wholly reduced by the Ifraclitcs. Great numbers of 
them, in the mean time, are thought to have left their country, 
and to have fettled in the diftant parts of Africa. In their way 
thither they are fuppofed to have l’eized on Lower Egypt , and to 
have polTeffed that country under feveral fucceftive kings of their 
own, till they were at length overpowered by the Egyptians , and 
obliged to proceed farther weftward; which fome imagine cor- 
rel'ponds with the account of the invafion of Egypt by the Pbae~ 
nlcian paftors. 

After the Canaanitcs were reduced, the Anakims , who inha¬ 
bited fome of the mountains of the land, a fierce, barbarous, 
and gigantic race, of an origin, as it is thought, diftinct from 
the Canaanitcs , were invaded and cut oft'; and the greateft part 
of the country being then in pofieflion of the Ifraeiites , the war 
was for fome years fufpended, till the divifion of the land was re¬ 
gulated, according to the number and particular lhength of the 
tribes. 

The divifion being made, the Canaanitcs were, 011 all fidys, 
again invaded by the tribes of Ifrael, who wanted each to drive 
them out of their refpective lots. The tribes of Simeon and 
Judah accordingly cut off 10,000 of the Canaanitcs and Pc: : z~ 
rites in Bezek ; and taking their king Adcmbczek prifoner, cut 
off his thumbs and his great toes, which he bimfelf confefled 
was a juft retaliation for his former cruelty, he having cut off 
the thumbs and toes-of 70 captive kings, whom he had obliged 
to receive their meat under his table like fo many dogs. He was 
then carried to 'ierufaknu where he died, the children of Judah 
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having Come time before taken and burnt that city, and cut off 
the J ebufites , the inhabitants * (e). 

The Canaanites , immediately after this, were invaded in fe- 
veral other parts, particularly in Hebron and Debir , two cities 
formerly deftroyed by JoJhua ; which fhews the refolution of 
this people, and their reluctance to quit their poffeifions. 
Though the inhabitants at this time were expelled from the 
mountains in many different places, yet thofc who refided in 
the plain, we are told, could not be driven out, becaufe they 
had chariots of iron. The tribe of Jofepb furprized and took 
the city of Bethel j but the tribes of Manajfeh , Ephraim , Zebulon , 
AJher , Naphtali , and Dan , were not able to expel the ancient 
inhabitants. To fome of-thefe the Canaanites became tributa¬ 
ries ; others again, particularly the Ajherites and the Danins, 
feem to have been confined to certain limits by the old inha¬ 
bitants. The Amorites , we are told, forced the children of Dan 
into the mountain, and would not fuffer them to come down 
intc the valley, and even kept the mountain Meres ; though in 
time they were obliged to become tributaries, the houi'e of 
Jofeph a.{filling the Danites to reduce them. 

The Canaanites , notwithftanding great multitudes of them 
were llain in the wars with JoJhua , and that many of them, as 
is rationally fuppofed, fled to diftant countries, in quell of more 
fure and quiet abodes, feem, after all their calamities, to have 
been little inferior to the Ifraelites , their remaining number, va¬ 
lour, or fuperior (kill in war, being confidered. Not one tribe 
of them after this is miffed, except the Gtrgajhites , who, we are 
exprelsly told, fled into Africa f. 

Thofe Canaanites who remained in the land, and alfo tbofe on 
the borders, were left to prove the Ifraelites , whether or not 
they would continue to ferve the true God. The fecond gene¬ 
ration of thofe who were condlifted by Jofma , we find, foon 
forgot their great deliverer, and were enfnared by the Camamta 
that remained, to intermarry with them, and to worlhip their 
idols j on which account God delivered them into the hands of 


-f Gamar. Hierofolymit. ad lit. Shebitili. 
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(e) The forlrefs of Zion , how¬ 
ever, we find was poffefTed by the 
Jebufites in the days of David, 
who expelled them from thence *. 
According to JoJephus, in the time 
of David the JebuJites had both 
the city and fortrefs in their own 
hands. It is generally fuppofed 
that the Jjraehtes were in poflel- 

fion of the city even alter this expe¬ 


dition of the two tribes, while the 
Jebufites held the fortrefs; but as 
we find the Canaanites recovered 

many cities taken from them by 
JoJhua , it may alio be fuppofed 
the Jibuftcs retook Jertja/enr, it 
not being likely that they would 
content themfelves with .he lor- 
trefs alone. 


* a Sam. v, vij 
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They were greatly diftrefjed by different 


*47 


the fpoilers. _ , . 

and particularly by the Canaanites. 

Jabin king of Canaan , that reigned in Hazor , a powerful 7 aim ] 
prince, matter of no lefs than ooo chariots of iron, held the A. Ch. 
ijraclites in fubje&ion 20 years. Some think that this Jabin was 1285* 
the foil of the king of the fame name, that was put to death 
about 140 years before by JoJhua ; which does not appear pro¬ 
bable. He inhabited the fame city with the former, which we 


jojb 


Jabin 


jojh 


Sife 


flourifh 
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length provoked by the cruel oppreftion of the Canaanites , had 


Deborah 


Naphtali 


a general rendezvous of all his fighting men, and marched with 
them againft the revolters. The number of his troops, according 
to Jofepbus , was very large; however, at the waters of Megiddo he 
wasintirely routed and purfued by Barak with great daughter, his 
whole army being intirely cut off. Jofepbus tells us, that in the 
beginning of the engagement a furious tempeft of hail, wind, 
and rain, quite difabled the Canaanites for a&ion ; which account 
is greatly countenanced by the Scriptures, where we are told, 
the Lord difeomfited ^ Sifera; and they fought from heaven^ theftars 

' Sifera. In the hurry and confufion 


fes fought againjl 

ie flight, Sifera quitted his chariot, and fled on foot 
of Heber the Kenite , who was at amity with Jabin 

. .by Jack Heber 


He 


but he had no fooner fallen afleep, than me drove a tent-nail 
into his temples, and by that means killed him. After this vic¬ 
tory the children of Jfrael prevailed againft Jabin , until they 
had deftroyed him. Jofepbus tells us, that Jabin himfelf was 
afterwards defeated by Barak , who proceeded to Hazor the ca¬ 
pital, took the city, and levelled it with the ground. 

There is no mention of the transitions of the Canaanites Zion taken 
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after this for a long feries of years. We 
able to maintain their ground in lev 
folem , till the reign of David. 


Jelufet 


. „ . . o. , who, when he came to be- by David , 

liege the fortrefs of Zion , was at firft infulted by them. They Bef. Chr, 

were fo confident of the ftrength of their walls and fituation, 1048, 
that they told the befiegers unlel's they could take away the lame 
and the blind, whom they placed on their walls as their defend- 
ers, they would never take the place. The real meaning of this 
JMuage is very obfeure. According to Jofepbus, who is followed by 
Jhcbart, they were perfons actually blind and lame, placed on. 
the walls in contempt of the enemy. Dr. Gregory , who has a 
whole diflertation on the paffage, thinks that by the blind and the 
lame are underftood the gods of the Jebufites , which they placed 
011 the walls, by their power or influence to keep off the enemy, 
a “ Ll( ; Trojans thought their city impregnable while the Palladium 


ttmained with than. 


Th 

L 


>r confidence of the Je~ 

buntes 3 
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bufites, however, was foon at an end ; for David 
himfelf maftcr of the place by ftorm. A 


falcrn 


Jofcpbn , 

Jebujites at this time were in pofleffion of Jen 
onlv took the lower citv. and the fortrels. Wi 

by Joab 


The Canaanites, not long after, were invaded by Pharaoh, 
who took and burnt the city of Gczer, and put the inhabitants 
to the fword ; but upon what provocation is utterly unknown, 
The city was afterwards repaired or rebuilt by Solomon, who had 
it with his wife. Pharaoh's daughter. 

The Amo- The Ifraelites , under the reigns of David and Solomon , riling 
rites , Hit- to a very high pitch of wealth and power, the remnant of the 
tites, &c. Amorites , Hittites, Perizzites, Hivitcs, and jebujites, were no 
reduced to longer able to maintain their liberty and independance, or even 
flavery. 

Bef. Chr. 


pay tribute, efpecially as they had been alfo lately afl'aulted by 


Egypt 


1112 . 


it is therefore luppoled that by a compact or ca 

seed 


pitulation they became Haves to Solomon, 

JevAJh religion, and were employed by that King in tne Heavy 
labour of carrying on his vaft and fumptuous works. After they 
became profelytes, it is thought they were diftinguilhed from 
the Jews , and reckoned of a more ignoble blood, and as born 
to drudgery, their pofterity, it would feem, being alfo long after 
accounted fervants or flaves Solomon , it is laid, levied a tri¬ 
bute of bond-fervice unto this day upon the remnant oj the Ca¬ 
naanites. And when thole who returned at the captivity are 
mentioned by Ezra and Nehemiah , there is notice taken alfo of 
the children of Solomon’* fervants , who are thought by commen¬ 
tators to be the del'cendants of the Canaanites that lubmitted to 
be flaves to Solomon. This fuppofition is not without its difficul¬ 
ties ; however, from the account of Jofephus it appears very 
probable. 

It may be obferved that among the tribes of the Canamila 
enumerated above as flaves to Solomon, the Canaanites peculiarly 
io called are not mentioned. We may therefore conclude that 
they bore none of the burden, but remained whole and inde¬ 
pendant in their pofleflions on the fea-coaft; where, by im¬ 
proving themfelves in navigation, commerce, and the ufeful 
arts, they rofe afterwards to great fame, under the appellation 
of Phoenicians. 



* i Kings ix. 16. zo. Ezra ii, 55. Nehcni. :u. 3. 
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fhe Hijlory of the Philistines. 



1 


lave already obferved were fuppofed 
Cajlnhim the fon of Ham, were firft 


feated in Egypt *. Mojes te 
or Antes, even unto Azzah, or Gaza, and fettled there; but 
when this expulfion happened is quite uncertain. 

Their firft governors, we find, were kings, who were digni- The dif- 
flcd witli the title of Abimelach ; but their authority, like that of ferent 
the other kings in their neighbourhood, was very limited. In forms of 


of Mof 


overn- 


cracy of five lords, who, though in a great meafure independant ment. 
of each other, feem however to have been obliged to adt in con¬ 
cert for the common caufe. After this they were again go¬ 
verned by kings, who, like the former, were called Jbhnelech , 
and fometimes Acijh, and feem all'o to have had a very limited 
authority. This i'econd race of kings, during their beft times, 
held their refidence at Gatb, which was afterwards removed to 
j! [colon, and from thence to Gaza. 

The Phi li /1 hm may be fa id to have had flrong notions of li- Their 
berty. They did not circumciie, and in their earlieft times, at character, 
lead, held adultery in the greateft abomination. In the days of culfoms, 
Abraham and Ij'aac they were, without all doubt, a righteous language, 
and holpitable nation, and fo in a great meafure they may have ar t s> & c , 
been under their firft race of kings. When idolatry began to 
prevail, then probably immorality and profligacy would alio take 
place. In Scripture they are conftantly mentioned as ftrangers ; 
and though thev pollefled a confiderable part or the land of pro-* 
wife, yet God would never fufter them to be driven out. 


as they 


vptians 


only was promifed to Abraham and his feed. They were a very 
v.;:riike people, and befides diftinguilhed themfelvcs greatly by 
tbeir induftry. 'They feem to have borne a moft irreconcileable 


hey 

enmity to the Jfraelites , which appears alfo to have begun very 
• viy, even in the days of Ephraim, fome of whole Ions were 
l."in by the men of Gath ; on which misfortune Ephraim, we 
itolu, was comforted by his brethren. The fons of Ephraim , 
according to our tranfiation, would have taken away the cattle 


7 


the 

Dr. 


I ■■fitfoot, however, thinks the Gathiles were the aggreftors, and 
f-p't tiic Ephraimitcs were only attempting to recover their own. 
I i'ty appear to have entertained a very fond veneration for their 
•‘cities, notwithftanding they were eye-witneftes of the Ihame 


- * 
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and ignominy that befel them in the prefence of the captive ark, 
They doubtlefs early addicted themfelves to commerce, and in 
later times acquired fo great a reputation as merchants, that the 
Greeks preferred them in that refpedl to all other nations, and 

.s country round them Palefline . 


and 7/2 


In 


mon 


differed 


afterwards. The arts and fciences known to their neighbours 
were doubtlefs common alfo to them, and fome of them, per¬ 
haps, in greater perfection. They had giants among them; 
but whether of the race of the Anakims is uncertain. They are 
faid to have invented the bow and arrow, wherewith they 
armed their flouteft men, whom they called Cherethites , a name 
which fometimes included the whole nation. 


Their re- During 


ligion. 


Hebrezvs 



' O ---- 

deged the true God. Different 
kinds of idolatry and fuperflition in after-times prevailed among 
them, each of the five capital cities feeming to have had an idol 
of its own. Mama , Mamas , or Marnajh , was worfhiped at 
Gaza, and is faid to have been adored under the name of Jupi¬ 
ter by the Cretans , who are thought to have been originally a 


Philip 


Philiji. 


Da 



who feems to have been their 

worfhip 


greateft, moft ancient, an 

at Azotus , and was faid to have been the”inventor of bread- 

that he was 
s we read of 


corn 


or of agriculture. 


It is commonl 

reprefented a monfter, half man, half 

his hands, his head, and his feet, it is more probable that the 
idol .. . 


Iy fuppofed 
fifh ; but a 


Dag 


fhap 

Baalzsbuh the god of Ekron , called in the New Teftament Beel¬ 
zebub and the Prince of Devils 

hi] 


interpreted Lord of 


Flies, which fome think is only a mock appellation beftowed 
upon him by the Jeivs, and that his true name was fome other 
bordering on the word Baalzebub , fiich as Baalpamim, Lord of 
Heaven , or Baalzebaoth, Lord of Annies. Under what form he 
was worfhiped is uncertain. Some paint him as a fly, and others 
attire him 'like a king, and place him on a throne. Not to 
^well on this obfeurity, it appears that he had priefts of his own, 
and became an oracle of the higheft repute for omnifcience and 
veracity ; and we find Ahaziah, when on his death-bed, in Head 

ini At M 


X 

Diodor 


of God 


CS- 



Derceto 


f a woman, half a fifh f:: but 
whether fhe was peculiar to this city, or only the fame figure 


Fuller’s Pifgah Sight, b. ii. 
2 D.od. 1, in. 
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with Dagon , as fome fuppofe, cannot be determined. AJhtarotb 
or Aft arte, the goddefs of the Sidonians , the Scripture informs us, 
was worlhiped by the Philijiines. She is, therefore, by fome 
thought to have been adored in a peculiar manner at Gath , 
which was the neareft city on the coaft of the Philiftines to Si- 
Ion. They prefented their gods with the chief of their fpoil, 
and carried them about to war with them; and from the hiftory 
of Samfon it feems they erecled fpacious temples, or very wide 
halls, for the celebration of their folemn feftivals, and that 
their religious offices were attended with much pomp, and a great 
concourfe from all parts. 

When the PhiliJ. lines left Egypt , pr upon what motive they Their hif* 
abandoned their original fettlement in that country, is not tory. 
known. When they firft feized the country of the Avims on 
the Canaanitijh coaft, they were not probably very numerous ; 
for we find their kings jealous of the rifing power and grandeur 
of Abraham and Ifaac , both of whom they in a manner acknow- 
leged their fuperiors, and confulted their fecurity, by making al¬ 
liances with them. 

Their firft king Abimelech, who was an holy and juft man, Alimt' 
and appears to have had fome intercourfe with God, reftded at lech I. 
Gerar when Abraham , after parting from Lot, arrived in his Bef. Chr. 
kingdom. By the too great caution of Abraham , he had like to 1897. 
have been drawn into a very fatal fnare. For Abraham declaring 
that Sarah was only his filler, Abimelech fent and took her, with 
the intention of making her his wife; however, being warned 
by God in a vifton to reftore the woman to her hulband, upon 
pain of death, he immediately fent her back, excufing himfelf 
to God upon his integrity and the innocency of his intentions, 
and chiding Abraham in a friendly manner for mifleading him 
into fo dangerous an error. He then made conftderable prefents 
to Abraham and Sarah , and upon the prayers of Abraham , he 
and his whole houfe were reftored to their natural faculties, of 
of which they had been deprived for Sarah's fake, the Lord 
having rendered the men impotent and the women barren. 

After this tranfaclion, Abimelech obferving the great profperity of 
Abraham , prevailed on him to enter into a mutual alliance with 
him, including alfo his fon and grandfon; to which Abraham 
very readily confented. 

Abimelech the fon of Abimelech , and therefore called the fecond Alhne- 
of that name, fucceeded his father in the kingdom of the. Phi- lech II. 


li/lincs , and reigned alfo at Gerar. In his days Ifaac came to 
Gerar with his wife Rebekah, and, in imitation of his father, he 
made her pafs for his filler. So great was the hofpitality of the 
nation, and the purity of their morals, that Rebekah was unmo- 
lefted by fuitors of any fort, and Ifaac had no occafion to com¬ 
plain upon her account. Abimelech from his window one day 
obferving Ifaac careffing Rebekah in fuch a manner as convinced 
him they were much nearer related than they pretended to be, 
called Ifaac , and remonftrated to him how unkindly he had 
acted, as lbme of his people ignorantly might have enjoyed her. 


Bef. Chr, 
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fin 


To 


touch Jfc 


Nothing 


be added to give us a more favourable idea of this upright king, 
than his behaviour in this cafe. He was doubtlefs no ftranger 
to what had happened, on alike occafion, to his father; and 
having the judgments of God before his eyes, believed and 
dreaded them. Ifaac continued for fome time in his country; 
but being blefled with great profperity, the Philijlincs began to 
envy him ; and Abimclech himfelf taking umbrage at his power, 
fent him a pofitive order to remove. Not long after, Ahimelcch 
being informed, that Ifaac , after removing from feveral place 
to avoid contentions betwixt the Philiftincs and his herdfmen, 
had fettled at Rekoboth , he went to him with his friend A huzzath, 
and Phicol the chief captain of his hoft, and prevailed on him 
to renew the alliance which their fathers had formerly entered 
into. 

The hiftory of the Philtjltncs , after this tranfacfion, is in¬ 
volved in obfcurity for a long feries of years, during which it 
appears they dilTolved their ancient form of government, and 


3 


V> 


We 


read of any war they had with fojhaa ; but after his death Gaza, 
Ajhclon , and Ekron , with their territories, were taken from them 
by the united tribes of ‘Judah and Simeon. In a Ihort time, we 
find them again in pofleffion of thofe places: but whether they 
recovered them by force of arms, or they were reftored to them 
by the conquerors, is not faid. 

Be r . C'hr. About izo years after the reduction of the three cities above- 

mentioned, the PhilijUnes held the lfraciltes under the yoke, till 
they were delivered by Shamgar, who flew 600 of them with an 
ox-goad, or, according to the Vulgate, w/h a plough-fhare. 


1325. 


Near 


Ifrael. 


Bef. Chr. 
1156. 


Jcphihah the PhilijUnes , in conjunction with 

the Ammonites , opprefled the Ijraelitcs a fecond time. 

A third time, in the days of Sam fan , they held the Ifraelitc t 
in fu Ejection 40 years. When Sam fan was grown up, lie — 
ried a damfel of their country who dwelt at Tim:nth ; and ; 


mar- 
at the 




7/7/ 


j * 

celebration of the nuptials, thirty youn 
according to the cuftom of the country, attending on him, he 
propofed a riddle to them concerning a lion he had killed, in the 
carcafe of which he had afterwards found honey. It was agreed, 
that if they unravelled his riddle in feven days, he fhould give 
each of them a fuit of apparel: but if they could not then "an- 
fwer him, they fhould each of them give him the fame. After 
long puzzling thernfelves with the riddle, they defpaired of 
overcoming the difficulty, and therefore had recourfe to his 
bride, and by threats urged her to obtain adifeovery of the rny- 
ffery from her^hufband, and explain it to them. Having by this 
means iucceeded, they claimed the prize, which they indeed 

obtained. 
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obtained, tho“ not without a misfortune to the djkelonites, Sam- 
[on flaying 30 men of that city, and giving their garments to the 
expositors of his riddle. 

'I'his was not the only lofs the PbUiJimes fufFcred in confe- 
quence of this marriage. Samfon ’s father-in-law, thinking his 
daughter flighted by her hufband, who had absented himfelf fe- 
vcral months, gave her away to another, and when Samfon re¬ 
turned, denied him all accefs to her; but, to pacify him, of¬ 
fered him another, who, he faid, was younger and handfomer. 

Samfon, however, by no means mollified by this offer, medi- Bef. Chr. 
tate'd revenge, and getting together 300 foxes, tied them two 1136. 
and two by the tails with a lighted torch between each pair, and 
turning them into the Handing corn, by that ftratagem not only 
confumed the corn, but alfo the vines and the olives. Where 
he could find fo many foxes, has been made a great queftion. 

According to Bo chart, the lot of the Gadites abounded fo much 
with foxes, that from them fcvcral places tcok their names ; 
and it may be fuppofed that under the name of foxes was com¬ 
prehended other animals very much like them called Tboes , 
which go in inch herds, that 200 of them have been feen toge¬ 
ther at once • lb that Samfon, by the afliftance of a few fer- 
vants, might in a few weeks catch a great number of them 
The Phil fines, exafperated at this terrible outrage, revenged 
themfelvcs on Samfon’s father-in-law and his wife, whom they 
burnt to death; but not ■ without a fecond misfortune to 
themfelves, a great many of them, on this account, being 
cut to pieces by Samfon, who afterwards retreated to the rock 
Etam in the tiibe of Judah. A great body of the Phili/llncs 
goiii"; thither after him, the men of Judah dreading their dif- 
pleafure, brought him to them bound with two cords. Samfon , 
upon drawing near the PhUlJUnes, broke his cords, and feizing 
the jaw-bone of an afs, aflaulted the invaders with it, and killed 
looooftheni. 

"The Phtlljiincs, deeply afFc&ed by thefe injuries, fought for 
an opportunity to be revenged on Samfon, and about 20 years 
after the laft daughter, the Gazites thought they had him fccure 
in their city. v Having obferved him go in to a harlot, they 
watched him, and made faft their gates, with a defign to kill 
|him next morning. Samfon, however, probably being informed 
|of their defign, rofe at midnight, took the doors of the gate of 
tne city and the two polls, and carried them away, bar and all, 

towards Hebron, 

The lords of the PhUiJllncs hearing afterwards that Samfon 
was enamoured of another harlot of their nation f in the valley 
f Ssrck, whofe name was Dalilah , promifed her each 1100 
pieces of filver if fhe could entice him to diicover wherein his 

extraordinary ftrength lay, and how he might be deprived of it. 

* Stackhoufe Hift. of the Bible. f Pool’s AnnoU Patrick's 

Comment, ’ 

Being 
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Being corrupted by the bribe, Ihe 


and 


fhe 


Philift 


, — Jr 7 

who put out 


there 


carrying 


Some time 


thoufands 
and to o 


Pbilift-, 


Samfon into their 


hand. The temple, theatre or 
hall where they were aflembled was fo large, as to accommo¬ 
date about 3000 people upon the roof. In the height of their 

• 11. 1 ^ r . r .1 11* 1 o__._r._- _1-_ r_ ^ »• 


the blind Samfo 

iis mifery, and fee fome of his 


feats of 


flrength, as his hair by this time was pretty well grown again. 
Samfon, after entertaining them for fome time, was placed by 

, 7 «n r u 1 1 # 1 r m 1 .1 l 


the main pillars 


the 


fupported the roof. 


Thinking 


~ ~-- - IX J (J w 

God, he eave the pillars fuch a {hake 


houfe fell upon the whole aflembly, among whom were almoil 
all the chiefs of the Philiftines. 

By this fudden and unexpected calamity, the Philiftines mull 
have been brought to a very low condition, as their governors 
were at one blow cut off, which would occafion great tumult and 
confufion through all their cities. The Ifraelites taking advan¬ 
tage of their confirmation, immediately aflembled an army 
and marched againft them to Ebene-zcr ; but the Philiftines , not- 
withftanding the great lofs they had fuftained, drew their troops 
together, and engaging the enemy, drove them into their camp, 
with the lofs of 4000 men. The Philiftines foon after, by the 
rejoicings in the Hebrezu camp, underftanding that they had 
brought the ark of the Lord to the field, were at firft greatly 
difpirited, and feized with defpondency ; but afterwards taking 
heart, and animating each other to do their utmoft rather than 
become flaves to the Ifraelites , in the following engagement 
they fought with fuch defperation, that they totally routed the 
enemy, killed 30,000 of their foot, and, to crown all, took the 
ark of God. This they doubtlefs accounted a complete vic- 


Dag 


Next 


AJhdod. 


of the Lord 


Dagon zvas fallen upon his face befo 


mJ * * c ^ - 

and therefore taking him up, they fet him in his place again 


The 
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only faw their god fallen down to the earth, but his neaa, 
hands and feet broken off and lying upon the thrcfhold, tne 
Hump only remaining entire ; whence came a fuperftitious cuj- 


Philift 

ever tread upon the threfhold of the temple. Their com 
for their god was quickly diverted by a more lively fcnfc ( 

their own real calamities, their whole country being fmitten 

with 


or 
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with a fudden plague, of which many died, and thofe who fur- 
vived were grievoufly tormented with emerods. The men of 

./t f ? . _ _ 1 • _ I rv .1* t • . .. 


Jjhdod. 


Philift 


They ordered the ark to be removed to Gath, fuppofing, as is 
thought, that AJhdod was a place unacceptable to it; but the 
fame judgments following it to Gath, the Gathites fent it to 

i. The Ekronites knowinp- what Gath anH 


Ekron 


AJhdod had 


ready fufFered by detaining it, cried out, that the ark of the 

_ J 7 _/I___j __ i 


God of Ifrael 


Philift 


be fent to its place. In the mean time they fufFered grievoufly 
by the diftemper of the emerods, and likewife by a waftefui 
peftilence which carried off great numbers of them. What 
was the effedf of their remonftrance, is not faid. The ark was 
robably removed from them to the country which was now 
laid wafte by extraordinary fwarms of mice. The Philijiines 
finding no end of their calamities for detaining the ark, con- 
fulted with their priefts and diviners after what manner they 
fhould fend it away. They were advifed by them not to fend 
it away empty, but to place by it in a coffer five golden eme¬ 
rods and five golden mice, as a trefpafs offering, according to 
the number of the lords of the Philijiines , the fame plague hav¬ 
ing been common to them all. They were alfo directed to 
place it and the coffer on a new cart, to which they were to 
yoke two milch kine that had never drawn before, and to ob- 
ferve which way the kine went. The kine proceeding directly 
to Judea, they from thence conclude 


ed had been infli&cd by the God of Ifrael. 

Several years after, when Samuel had gathered an affemhly 
of the Ifraelites at Mizpeh on a religious account, the Philijiines , 
who had hitherto held them in Tubje&ion, thinking they in¬ 
tended to revolt, affembled an army, and came upon them una 


wares. 


Philift 


God in behalf of the Ifraelites. 


as they marched on to battle, they were broken, difperfed, 
and thrown into the utmoft confufton by a moft dreadful ftorm 
of thunder and lightning. The Ifraelites taking advantage of 
their confternation, purlued them as far as Bcthcar, and cut off 
fo many of them, that they were no longer able to maintain 
t-.eir dominion over the Hebrews, who took from them all the 

Clt Au werc * n poffeffion of, from Ekron even unto Gath. 

About three years after the Philijiines began to recover from 
their panic, and hearing that Jonathan the fon of Saul had fur- 
prifed and taken one of their fortreffes called Geba, they af¬ 
fembled 30,000 chariots, 6000 herfe, and foot as the fand of 

fhA 1_ 1 • a a* ^ _ _ 


JC 


-^ aij 

Michmajh 
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n ' d themlelvc-s in caves, in thickets, and among rocks. The 
,r i( ? ts above-mentioned, conftdering their number, cannot 
WeJ be ‘hppofed war chariots 3 for Mithridates , in his vaft 

army. 
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' that kind, Darius but 200, and Antis 
It has therefore been fuppofed, that cn 


Epipbanes but 300 . 

ther an error has crept into the text, or that chariots are only 

meant for the baggage of the army, and for carrying off the 


plunder of the country they invaded. What increafed the ter- 


Jfraelites 


lift 


fide in their country, fo that there was neither fword nor ipear 


to be found among them, having, with great indolence, nc- 

,4 t • 1 .1 z 4 n . . 


gle£ted to provide thcmfelves with thofe weapons fince their 


Philift 


Micbmajh the Philift 


the country. No enemy appearing, they became confident and 


fecure, and one of their out guards, in an inful ting manner, 

“ ** _ 1 _-_ A Uln n f a im f a fknii* 
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twenty of them, which occafioned l'uch a confternation thro’ 

• « • fl • • t f 1 


their whole army, that without examining the matter, they fled 

• . » /i * • ’. . • 1_ _ • 1 _ _ _* . i • 


with the utmoft precipitation, beating down each other in their 
■*' ' Their confuted and tumultuous retreat being obferved 


flight 


JJ 


^ j ^ 0 m ^ 

coming up with them, perceived them flaughtering one another. 
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imprudc 


P 1 


my 


flop 


take the leaft refrcfhment, fo that becoming faint, they could 
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Phiiiji 


in 


Jofrpbus, in th 

nigh the Philift 


3 lid 


of heaven, yet in a few years they again invaded the IjrrAin 
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with a numerous army, and advanced to a hill within a kv. 


Jerufat 


continued encamped lever.’! 


weeks, while Said with his army lay on another hill facing 


/ # # — 
them. In the army of the Phhijtincs th; :re was a giant from 

/'F ■ / 1 f ^ 7 _ /_ . 1 . .v . > . r. • . % Ik , ka L i . . . .-v. . h . % i -1 i t r«\ 11 •* 


Gath , named Goliah , who was m height hx cubits and a fpan, 

' _ . « 4 « « 1 • * « 


or about twelve feet and a half, and clad in a compleat: armour 
of brals. The weight of his coat of mail alone was 1 0 pounin, 


and of the head of his ipear 22 pounds, the ftaffof which was 


like a weavers beam. This gigantic perfon, by his own iug- 



hey. His appearance llruck the Ijra elites with conncnrirmn, 
and none w r ere found that dared to encounter him. Ac length 


when both armies were advancing again ft each other in bafts’ 


• ^ V 1 , 

array, Goliah again, in a vaunting manner, repeated his or!".- 

« i » I /• I % . • i 1 L 


ancc, when he was furprized to fee a handfome ruddy youth, 
iri the habit of a fhepherd, make his appearance from the if- 


rasliies . Obferving him unarmed, with a Half in his hand, is: 
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was fired with indignation, and thinking hioifelf highly in- 


isr 


fulted, he curfed 


young antagonift David 


David no way difmayed, allured him he came againft him in 
the name of the Lord of hofts, and running up to him, flung 
a ftone at him with fuch force, that it funk into his forehead, 
and he fell on his face to the earth. When he fell, David ad¬ 
vanced and drew the giant’s fword, and with that cut off his 


Pbili/l 


countrymen. The 


Hebrews 


the gates of Gath and Ekron. 

Soon after aco Philijiines being flain by David , who wanted 
to prefent their forefleins to Saul as a condition of receiving one 
of his daughters in marriage, the lords of the Philijiines again 
took the field to revenge this injury ; but with what fuccefs, is 
not mentioned. The Philijiines not long after were overthrown 
in battle by David with great flaughter, and fome remarkable 
change feems to have happened about this time in their go¬ 
vernment ; for we now read of a king they had whofe name A chip: 


ijl 


Pfalms 

of their firft 






David , to avoid the perfecution of Saul, fled to Gath , but not 
meeting with the reception he expended from Achiji ?, he feigned 
himfelf mad, and by that means efcaped. He afterwards at¬ 
tacked and routed a party of Philijiines that were befieging 
Keilah, and plundered the country in its neighbourhood. The 
Philijiines , however, again made an Irruption into the territo¬ 
ries of Ifrael ; but Saul, who was then purfuing David in the 
wildernefs of Maon , marching againft them, they were obliged 


to return. 
Achijh the 


fon 


Maoch 


David into his protection with his followers, to the number of 
600 men and their wives. Some have doubted whether this 
Achijh was the fame king, that David had formerly fled to, or 
a fuccefl'or. It may reafonably enough be luppofea that it was 
not a new king; for though Achijh before took no notice of 
David when he came to him without attendants, as a difcardcd 


court favourite, yet when he was now followed by 600 men, 
and the enmity Saul bore to him was publicly known, he might 
protedl him with the politic v iew of v/eakning Saul, and keep¬ 
ing up adiverfion among the Ifraelites. He feems alfo to have 
influenced the Philijiines on this account to drop the refentment 
of their former wrongs; and to prevent David from thinking 
of a reconciliation, he gave him and his followers the city of 
Ziklacr, which ever after was claimed by the kings of 'Judah. 

David , upon returning from an expedition againft the Ama- 
lekites , having perluaded Achijh that he had been making an in¬ 
road againft his own countrymen, won the confidence of that 
king, who loon after carried him with him in an expedition g e f 
againft Said. When they had advanced as far as Aphek , th 
lords of the Philijiines , in a general review, obfervmg David 

and 


1 v. \ h. 
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2nd his men, and greatly fufpe&ing their fidelity, obliged Achijh 
to fend them back, left in the day of battle they fhould join 
their countrymen, and by that means purchafe their peace 
with Saul. David and his followers accordingly returning to* 
wards Ziklag , the Pbilijlines proceeded to Gilboa , where they 
gained a moft complete vi&ory over the Israelites , and drove 
them before them with great daughter. Jonathan , Abinadah , 
and Malchijhua, the fons of Saul, were among the number of 
*he flain ; and Saul himfelf being fore wounded, and filled with 
defpair, difpatched himfelf in his flight by his own fword. Next 
day the PhilijUnes finding the body of Saul, they cut off his 
head, and ftripped him of his armour, which they dedicated 
in the temple of Ajhtaroth, and hung his body, and thofe of 
his fons, upon the walls of Bethjban. In confequence of this 
decifive victory, they took pofleflion of a great many cities of 
the Ifraelites, which were forfaken by the terrified inhabitants. 
The men of jabefh Gilead however, who had lately been faved 
from the A?nmonites by Saul, in gratitude for that deliverance, 
refolved, notwithftanding the general confternation, to attempt 
to recover the body of their late king, and at the hazard of 
their lives fetched it away, and thofe of his fons, and gave 
them a more honourable burial in their own city. 

After the battle of Gilboa , David removing from Ziklag, was 
proclaimed king at Hebron by part of the tribes; but IJbho- 
Jhcth, Sasd’s fon, being proclaimed king by another party, there 
was war between them for feven years. During this time we 
do not find that David was difturbed by the Pbilijlines , which 
perhaps was owing to the interpofition of Achijh, who might 
ftill continue his regard for him. The PhilijUnes, however, no 
fooner heard that David was acknowledged king by all Ifml 
and Judea, than they began hoftilities againft them; but what 
was the occafion of the rupture, is not mentioned. His friend 
Achijh, perhaps, was dead, or they might be jealous of his great 
power. They entered the territories of the Ifraelites with a nu¬ 
merous army, but were fo totally overthrown by David at 
Paal-perazim, that they fled and left their baggage, and even 
their gods, behind them. They ventured, however, foon after, 
to make a fecond incurfion, which proved alfo unfuccefsful. 
God difeomfited them in the valley of Rephaim , and David put- 
fued them from Geba to Gazer . Not long after the Pbilijlines, 
we find, were invaded by David, who took from them Meting- 
Ammah, or Gath, and its territory *. The war being again re¬ 
newed between the two nations, the PhilijUnes, to ftrike a ter¬ 
ror into their enemies, took with them to the field Ifobi - bench, 
one of the fons of the giant Goliath, who, like his father, was 
was of an extraordinary ftature. In an engagement he had 
like to have flain David, but was himfelf flain by Abijhaii he 
fon of Zeruiah, who came up to the affiftance of the king* 


* 2 Sam. viii, i. i Chron; xviii. i. 
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Three other Tons of Goliath , we are told, were flam by the fer- 
vants of David in three different engagements, two at Gob % 
and one at Gath. 

From henceforward the affairs of the Philijlines are more 
{lightly touched on, whence we may conclude that their 
power was greatly weakned, and accordingly it is faid, their 
torn was broken afunder by thefe unfortunate wars with David\ 
who in the end made them his tributaries *. Perhaps alfo find¬ 
ing themfelves exhaufted by their continual wars, they began 
to iofe their relifh for arms, and to apply themfelves to the ad¬ 
vancement of their nation by commerce, efpecially as great 
lumbers of Edomites , well fkilled in naval affairs, about this 
time took refuge among them, as we have before related. By 
he advice and affiftance of the Edomites , Sir Ifaac Newton fup- 
lofes the Philijlines now took poffeffion of Sidon, with a view 
to extend their trade; but according to Ju/lin, they had 
jonquered Si don more than a century before f. In the begin¬ 
ning of the reign of Solomon , we find their country open to the 

r/:_7_ J-Ll/L jA __•_ r~x .7 


*st 


Achijh the fon of Maachah 


Achijh 


Philijl, 


David , is uncertain. About fifty ye 

y Nadab king of Ifrael , w 
cities called Gibbethon. The fame < 

0 befieged by the Jfraelites in th_ _,_ 

confufions occafioned by the murder of Ela by Zimri , they were 

raife the fiege. 

Philijlines appear to have been awed by the power of 



iph 


%. Obferving 


government of Jehoram , Jebojhapbafs fon, they revolted from ggg. 
him, and in conjunction with the Arabians , broke into his 
kingdom, rifled his palace, flew all his children except Aha- 
iiab, and carried off a great number of captives, fome of whom 
hey fold to the Edomites and Grecians §. About eighty years 
after their country was invaded by Uzziah , who difmantled 
'lath, Jalneh , and AJhdod , and built cities of ftrength among 
them, which muft have reduced them to a kind of flavery. It 
may be fuppofed they groaned under this fubjeCtion during the 
'ong reign of Uzziah , and that of his fon Jotharn ; but in the 
days of Ahaz they were encouraged by the diflxa&ed ftate of 

L* _/r • . \ Or i 1 1 rP • • ' t . . ^ ^ 


Judah 

jimejb , Ajalon , Gedoroth , Sbochoh , Timinah 


their territories, fixed their fettlements there. This 
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rians under Tartan* who took Ajhdod *. By this invafxon they 
were reduced to the loweft ebb : for they not only loft their 
liberties, but their country became the feat of a long and ob- 
fiinate war between the JJJyrians and the Egyptians. Pfamm't- 
fichus , king of Egypt* to check the power of the JJJyrians , re- 
folved to drive them from Palejiine ; but though he marched 
large armies into this country, he was twenty-nine years em¬ 
ployed in befieging Ajhdocl , or Azotus , before it furrendcred to 
him, the natives, in the mean time, being expoled to the ra¬ 
vages of both the foreign nations. 

The Pbenicians from henceforward were tributary to the 
great monarchies as they fucceeded each other. The Eexp. 
tians , we are told, frnote Gaza, which is the laft event hiltory 
takes notice of concerning them. What was at length their 
fate, may be learned from the threats of the prophet, Gaza 
jhall be forfaken , and AJkclon a deflation : they Jhall drive out 
AJhdod at the noon day , and Ekron Jhall be rooted up. Wo unto 
the inhabitants of the fea coajl , ye nation of the Cberethitcs the 
word of the Lord is againjl sou : O Canaan , the land of the Phi. 
lijlines , 1 will even defray thee , that there Jhall be no inhabitant ; 
and the fea coajl Jhall be dwellings and cottages for Jbepherds and 
folds for their focks f. 

C H A P. VIII. 


The Tliftory of the antient Syrians. 

S\rla from C 'YP.IA was originally called Aram , from Aram theyoungeft 
whence fo '*3 fon of Shcm. From whence the name of Syria was given 
called. to this country, is uncertain ; but the moft common and bell 

grounded opinion feems to be, that Syria is a contraction of 
Affyria , the antients ufing the two names indifferently. Luck i 
particularly, who was a Syrian of Samofata , calls himfelf an 
Affyrian Both the name of Aram and Syria were formerly 
of very wide extent, and the bounds of the countries deftgned 
by them, were far from being fixed or determined. Syria pro¬ 
per, to which we (hall confine ourfclves, lay between the Me¬ 
diterranean on the weft, the Euphrates on the eaft, mount Tau¬ 
rus on the north, which divides it from Capadocia and Armenia, 
and Arabia Pc tree a and Phcnicia on the fouth. 

Jtsdivi- At firft it was, without doubt, parcelled out into feveral 
fions. final! jurifdi&ions, and in after times it leems to have beenili- 
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viJed into four principal kingdoms, Zcbab , Damafcus, Hamath 
, r ’[ GJbur ; others mentioned in feripture, fu elf as Bethrehch 

Mancha, aonear to have been only fnbdiviiions. 


i 




Syria, Ccrielyrla, Phenice, and Judea. This is the divifion 
; f Sarahs, who neverthclefs elfewhcre diilinguiihes Phealer from 


c; 
Syria. 


According to Ptolemy , the proper oyoL was divided :n- 


Caft : 


Cu'lcJ) 


Cmnmene was the north corner of Syria, and contained Comma - 

ml (it a, the metropolis, upon the Euphrates, Artiochia ad Tan- gene. 
jww, Germania a, Shiga, Chaonia , and fevcral other cities for¬ 
merly of great note, but long fince utterly destroyed. On the 
weft, on the north, and the call, it had mount Amarus, mount 
faints, and the Euphrates ; but how far it extended fouth- 


wards, is uncertain. 


Cafi 


and Pliny under the general name of Antiochene, which alfo 

• 1 1 1 /*> 1 • /I • 1 • % 


Mediter 


ill 


o 


the illand 


drains. This part of Syria contained a great number of fa¬ 
mous cities, the chief of which were Myriandrus, Rbofus, Se- 
Itucia , Picric!, Pojidonium, Hcraclca, and Laodicca Gubaia . «SV- 

Icucin. l'o called from Scleucus Nicator . borrowed the 


name 


e, to diftinguifh it from the other eight 
Nicator gave the fame name. It was 


Mediter 


was one of the 


moft renowned of all the cities of the fame name. Alexandria , 
on the northern part of the Syrian lea, is placed by Ptolemy, in. 
this province : but as it flood without the Pylec Syria, it is reck¬ 
oned by Pliny, and molt other geographers, in Cilicia. In the 
inland part of Sclcucis flood the iamous Antioch, on the Orentes, 

.1 r • t « #■* * l a l « -mm- 


the metropolis of all Syria, and the ufual re fide nee of the Ala - 

7 • i ♦ n / i i • r n i n r* 



Jhamea, lb called from Abama the wife of Scleucus Nicator ; 

W % * A r 


Pmcja, anticntly a city of great note, and the birthplace of 
the emperor Heliogabalus \ Epiphanra, Larijja , Areihufa, fee. 

Cyrrhejlica lay between Sclcucis, Commagene , and the Euphra- (\rr 
tn. It was lb called from its metropolis Gyrrhits, and Cyrrhus u, u . 
from a city of the fame name in Maccdon. The other cities 


ugma and Hicrapolls. 
Mayor. The name 

^ # l J C 1 

the holy city, was given to it by Scleucus, pro¬ 
of the woriliip that was there paid to the Sy- 


ran god dels. ' There were beiides Errata, in room of which is 


° f II 

bnbly on account 


Vox.. L 


M 


thought 
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Chalci¬ 
dene. 


thought to have fucceeded the prefent city of Alepp 
as the Greek writers of the middle ages ftile it. 


Chalcidene was wholly 


Selcu 


as 


ft 


n inland province, lying between 

and Calefyria. It took th* 


name of Chalcidene from its metropolis Cbalcis, the only citv 
of note in this province, though commended by Pliny as the 
mo ft fertile of all Syria. 

Cbalybonitis extended from Calefyria to the Euphrates , and 
was fo called from Chcdybon , the only city it contained worthy 
of notice. 

Palmyrene. Palmyrene was a fpacious province, partly fertile and partly 
* defert, having Ghalybonitis on the north, Calefyria to the weft 


Chalibo- 

nii:s. 


the Eupf. 


the fouth. 


The chief cities of this province were Palmyra and Tbapfacus. 
Palmyra having revolted from the Romans , was razed to the 
ground by the emperor Aurdian , who loon after repenting, or¬ 
dered it to be rebuilt, though it never role again to its former 


iplendor. Ebapf 


of the Macedonian kinpl 
_ / 


his whole 

crofi'ed the fame river on a bridge when 


Calefy 


na 


was known by the Greek name Amphipolis. Cyrus the younger, 
Xenophon tells us, here forded the Euph 
army. Darius alfo 1 

cnarching into Cilia 0 .., -,— 0 ---.. 

queror likewife by the fame city, which feems even to be men¬ 
tioned in holy writ.. For where Solomon’s empire is faid to have 
extended from Tbipfach to Gaza*, the Greek has Tbapfa and 
the Vulgate Tbaphfa, and the river mentioned there as the 
boundary, by the Chaldee, Bonfrerius and Grotius, is thought 
the Euphrates, as David extended his empire to the banks of 
that river. 

According to Strabo, Calefyria , properly fo called, lay be¬ 
tween the mountains Libanus and Antilibanus, and was thence 


Calefy 


he hollow Syria, though feme think it was 


principal cities in this part were rlcliopoli 


Darned 


Dajnafcus, and Lnodicea Cabiofc 


time was a moft confpicuous city. The nioft general opinion 
that it was founded by L/z, Aram’s eldeft fon ; but however 


is 


this be, it appears to have been a very antient city, and to have 


been known in the days of Abram. 
far from Libanus, gave a name to th 


Cedis ti s 


Laodicca, which flood not 
adjoining territory. 


tin 


d A pa¬ 


in cm. 


Cafioiis and Apamcne, were two ftnall provinces lying be¬ 
tween Antiochene and Calefyria. We fhall take notice of Pha 
nicia Mediterranea hereafter. 

. Under the Roman empire the proper Syria we find was di¬ 
vided into Gomapena, Palmyrena, and Pbenicia Libani. The 
Arabs reckon P affine, and even Cilicia, in Syria, which by 




* I Kings iv. 24. 
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them is called Shamach $ and Abulfeda divides the whole into 

five iur.ds or provinces. 

Sjria is moftly a plain country, covered with a deep rich Jts ferti- 
f 0 il. It abounds with all things both for the profit and delight Jity. 
of man, and yields in fertility to no fpot on earth that lies un¬ 
der the fame happy parallel. The largeft river in this country 
is the Orontes , a rapid and muddy dream with waters not fit to 
drink, and fifh unfit to eat. From the Antilibanus rifes the Bar- 
raily, formerly the Chryforrhoas , which after watering Dama Letts 
in f'everal ftrearns, unites and lofes itfelf in a bog. The Abana 
and Pbarpar are thought to have been branches of this river. 

Among the natural rarities of this country, the chief may Natural 
be reckoned the two valleys of fait, one in the neighbourhood rarities, 
of Aleppo, and the other near Palmyra , which fhoot forth that 
mineral in lurprifing abundance, the foil, to a confidcrable 
depth, being ftrongly impregnated therewith. There arc found 
ieveral medicinal fp rings near Palmyra , and in fcveral other 
parts 0 [Palmyrene. Among the remarkable things of this coun¬ 
try may alio be counted the few cedars now flan ding upon Le¬ 
hman, or Libanus , in the midft of fnow, not far from a chrif- 
tian monaftry, near the higheft part of the mountain. One of 
the largeft of the old ones, which in number are only fixteen, 
being meafured, was found to be twelve yards fix inches in 
girt, yet perfedily found. About fix yards from the ground it 
divided itfelf into five branches, each equal to a great tree. 

The few that are left of thofe cedars, which make io noble a 
figure in the Old Teftament, are held in the greateft veneration 
by the prefent inhabitants, who, upon the day of transfigura¬ 
tion, repair thither, and celebrate that feftival under them with 
great folemnity. 

As we have been particular in deferibing the Egyptian mo- Artificial 
numents of antiquity, we fhall alfo take notice of the chief rarities, 
of thofe found in this country, which will be found equally de¬ 
ferring our admiration. It muft be acknowledged, indeed, they 
do not fo properly belong to this firft and moil antient period 
of the Syrian hiftory, as they are in the moft corredt ftile of the 
antient Greeks and Rojnans ; but we fhall not feparate them 
from the prefent chorographical account of the country, efpe- 
cially as the time when they were built cannot be afeertained. 

Though there are ftill many noble veftiges of the antient 
magnificence of Syria , we fhall dwell on two only, Bailee , 
formerly Heliopolis , and Palmyra , or Peelmor , in the wildernefs ; 
the fuperb ruins of both which places have lately been ele¬ 
gantly and amply deferibed by fome learned and judicious 

gentlemen of our own country, who travelled thither a few 
years ago *. 

The Arabian writers mention Bailee as the wonder of Syria , 
and our late travellers who vifited it declare, that they look 


* Ruins of Palmyra and Balbec, by Mr. Wood, in 17 yo. 
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which extends from thence aimolt to the lea, and with a little 
care might be made one of the richefl and molt beautiful fpots 
in Syria, its breadth between Li banns and Antilibanus being in 
lbme places four leagues, and in others about two. It Hands 
about iixteen hours dittant from 'Tripoli of Syria , and from Da¬ 


na jins, and at prelent contains about 5000 poor inhabitants. 
In the middle of the city Hands a fmall circular temple of great 
elegance, its inner diameter being 32 feet, and its external 
about 64. Its form is heptagonal, but the Hair occupied the 
room of the feventh pillar. The edifice is moflly of marble, 
and the order without is Corinthian, and within both Corinthian 
and Ionic. The fhafts of all the columns are of one piece. 
' 1 'he lower or Ionic flory within is at prefent converted into a 
Greek church, and for that purpofe feparated from the higher 
or Corinthian ftory. The roof is almofl wholly dcmolilhed, and 
alio great part of the Corinthian cornilh. on the outfide. 

About 200 paces north-weft from this rotonda Hands a mod 
magnificent temple, which having refilled the injuries of time 
and the madnefs of fuperHition, is yctalmoft entire (a). The 
length of the fubaflment on which it is built is, according 
to the lateft obfervations, 270 feet, and the breadth 120 feet. 
The depth of the veftibule from the top of the Hair to the en¬ 
trance of the temple, is about 75 feet. The whole body of the 
temple is furroutided by a noble pcriHyle of 8 columns in front, 
and 13 in flank, of the Corinthian order. The diameter of 
the pillars is 6 feet 3 indies, and their height about 54 feet. 


Their diflance from each other is 9 feet, and near as much 
from the wall of the temple. The flmft of each is com pol'd 
of two and fometimes three pieces, nicely joined, not by any 
cement, but by Among iron pins about a foot long and a foot 
diameter, for which lockets were exactly cut in each piece. 
In the bafes generally there were two fockets, one round and 
the other fquare. The architrave and cornifh fupported all 
round by thefe pillars is cxquifitcly carved, and the roof of the 
fpace between the pillars and the temple is formed by greet 

Hones hollowed out archwife, and afterwards ornamented with 

an alternate fucceflion of one hexagon and four rhombs, in- 
ciofing figures and heads in alto relievo, with carved orna¬ 
ments in the intermediate triangular fpaccs. The rhomboid 
pannels contain heads of gods, heroes, and emperors, and in 
the hexagons are alfo heads of the fame fubje£ts, and fome¬ 
times entire figures relative to antient mythology, as Laid, 
Ganymede, Ac. and all round the foot of the wall of the tem¬ 
ple is a double border of marble, the loweH part of which is 


(a) 1 lie ruins of Bailee are now ftroyed that and many other cities 


laid to be entirely dentolifiicd by a 
terrible earthquake, which de- 


on the coal! of Ada in 1760. 
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OF THE WORLD 


a continued bas relieve in miniature, exprefling heathen myfte- 

I'ies and ceremonies. 

The afeent to the temple is by 30 Reps, which determine 
the height of the fubaflinent, and this is iolidly built, and pro- 
iects two feet beyond the bales of the columns it fupports. 


jCCtS 

The heps on each lide are bounded by a wall which terminates 
in a pedellal, on which, probably, a fhtue formerly hood. 
The pillars of the vcftibule are fomewhat fmaller than thofe of 
the periftyle, their frieze and architrave being on a level with 
the capitals cf the other. Six of them Hand immediately be¬ 
hind the front pillars of the periftyle, about the diftance of 9 
feet, and 9 feet farther in are placed two others at the extre¬ 
mities, on a line with the fide walls of the temple, both which 
advance from the door 24 feet and a half, and terminate in a 
fquare pillar, diftant about 9 feet and a half from the laft men¬ 
tioned pillars. The door of the temple, including its orna¬ 
ments, which arc extremely rich, is about 50 feet high, and 29 
feet and a half broad, the opening being 21 feet 4 inches wide. 


account 


or otner, was 111- 


The fide architraves are of one piece of marble each, and the 
fupci'ior architrave of three pieces. The worlcmanfhip of the 
Tor, which is very delicate, is not compleatly finifhed, and the 
fame was oblcrved by our travellers with regard to the flutings 
of feme of the pillars of the veftible, which is a proof that the 
building of the temple, on fome " 

term p ted. 

Within the temple is a row of Corinthian pillars on both 
Tides, compofed of the lame ftones which form the wall, 
projecting a little more than half a diameter. The diftanc 
twixt each is feven feet ten inches, and their diameter is four 
feet one inch. Betwixt them, on each fide, is a double row of 
niches for ftatues, the lower row arched and the upper fquare, 
with a carved triangular pediment lupported by fmall Corinthian 

Towards the weft end of the temple you afeend to a 
choir by thirteen fteps, which extend almofi the whole breadth 
of the temple, and in the middle of this raifed part there was 


and 
e bc- 


pi liars. 


an arched fofnt or throne, called by Lucian Thalamus, upon 
which the golden llatue of the god delcrihed by Mncrohius was 
probably placed*. The choir is diftinguifiled from the reft c-f 
the temple by two large fquare columns adorned with pilafters, 
and is richly ornamented with many fine- fculptures and has 
reliefs; fucb as feftoons, birds, flowers, fruits, Neptnncs,Tri¬ 
tons, fiflies, fca-gods, and other marine figures. The ceiling 
or vault of the temple is hold, and divided into compartments 
filled with excellent carvings. It is open towards the middle ; 
but whether it was always fo, or whether a cupola or lantern 
flood there for the ad million of light, cannot now be afeer- 
tained. In a word, the charming fymmetry, the correct tafte, 
and the exadtnefs with which all the carvings arc finifhed, even 
at fuch elevations where fo great nicenefs is thought unnecei- 




* Saturn 1 . i. 
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fary, arc fuch, that it may be faid the whole pile is without the 
leail blcmifh. 

Adjoining to this temple on the north, is another larger tem¬ 
ple with magnificent courts, which has been miftaken byfome 
travellers for a palace. This larger temple is much more rui¬ 
nous than the other, which feems owing rather to violence 
than decay, in the entablature of both temples there appears 
more than an accidental fimilitude, and both teem of much the 
fame antiquity. On the eafl fide you enter a molt magnificent 
portico by 50 flops, each cf which is 180 feet long. The por¬ 
tico itfeif is about 40 feet deep, and about 250 in length, run¬ 
ning to the right and left as you enter. The two ends of it 
being fe par a ted from the reft, by two fquare pillars on each 


fide, form 


/- 


'P 


chambers 3S feet by 31. The order of the por¬ 


tico is Corinthian , and in f lic front towards the flair are 12 ele¬ 
gant columns, the fnafts of which are about 40 feet long. The 
pillars are continued in the fame height in the walls of thetv/o 
lateral chambers; and above the entablature is an attic flory, 
which is carried on round the two courts behind, and feems to 
have been ornamented with ftatues. From the portico you 
enter a large hexagonal court by three doors. On five fides of 
this court, which extended to the right and left about 260 feet, 
and in depth near 200, were fmall porticos or exedrce, walled 
on three fides, but towards the court open, and only fe para ted 
from it by five pillars. There was a chamber in each of the 
angles. On that fide oppofite to the portico was a grand en¬ 
trance 50 feet wide into the quadrangular court, and another 
fmaller pafiage 10 feet wide on each fide of it. 
court was about 420 feet fquare, and on the two fides had live 
fmall porticos or exedrre, two of four pillars, then two femicir- 
cular of two pillars each, and in the middle one of fix pillars. 
In the angles were chambers, and on that fide next the hexa¬ 
gonal portico were two exedne of four columns each, and two 
grand niches 17 feet wide, fuppofed defigned for coloflal ila- 
tues. At the farther fide of this elegant fquare is the front of 
the great temple, conlifting of 10 large columns, 19 running 


This large 


down cn each fid 


r% 

^ » 


Nine 


ly of all the columns are flandin 


S 


with their entablature. The bafes of the others are almoft all 
in their places, and fome of them with part of the broken 
fhafi; but there are no veftiges to be feen of a veflibule, nor 
any part of the temple itfeif remaining. The diftance betwixt 
the pillars, except in the middle of the front, is not above one 
third of a diameter. 

The terras or fubafTment on which the temple, the two 
courts and portico are built, feems never to have been finifliccl; 
but that part of it which is built, has been admired by all tra¬ 
vellers on account of the prodigious fize of the materials. The 


blocks of florae arc fo immenie, that the natives, according to 
a tradition among, them, firmly believe the whole to be the 
work of fpirits. The ftrones of the firft jftratum are moftly 
about 30 feet long, 13 feet high, and more than io feet and a 

half 

8 
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OF THE WORLD, 167 

half broad. The length of three flones in the fecond flratum, Stones of 
make together above 190 feet, and (eparately 63 feet 8 inches, an im- 
64 feet, and 63 feet. Thefe flones feem to have been dug outmenfefize.' 
of a neighbouring quarry, where there is one lying, cut and 
fhaped for ufe. Hill larger than any of the above-mentioned. 

This our travellers found to be about 70 feet long, 14 broad, 
and 14 feet 5 inches deep, which if it were Portland flonc, 
would weigh 1135 tons. The terras on which the courts and 
portico are raifed is not all folid, but confifls of a great many 
vaft and flrong vaults, the turn and elevation of which are 
bold and lurpriling. Befides, there are in this fubterraneous 
part many rooms, halls, and marble tombs, and feveral long 
flights of marble flairs. The ornaments of the buildings above 
are various, and in the finefl tafle of Greece and Rome. 
niches are curioufly wrought, and 

inriched with bas reliefs, incruftations, and other works of the 
finefl marble. 

This and the neighbouring temple are now converted by the 
Turks into a fortrefs by fome additional building. We find 


The 

the walls and ceilings are 


T? 


putation among the Romans for its oracular powers; but whe¬ 
ther the p re lent edifice then exifled, is a queflion. The mo¬ 
dem inhabitants indeed firmly believe it was built by Solomon , 
which opinion has been embraced by prince Radziville , not¬ 
withstanding the architecture is of Greek and Reman tafle. In 
the Phoenician and Grecian hiflory there is not the leafl mention 
of thefe magnificent buildings, nor in the hiflory of the Romans , 


j Pompcy 




Our 


ingenious traveller, from the filence of the Roman hiftorians of 
this period, who were particular in things lefs worthy of ad¬ 
miration, conclude, that the temples were not eredled till the 
of Mins Antoninus Pius , “ who,” 


time 


'Jupiter 



near Lib anus in 


Pbenicia , which was one of the wonders of the world.” 
Whether the image here worfhiped was called Jupiter or Baal y 
it is .plain the fun was the object of adoration, both from two 
inferiptions that were found there, and from the names Helio¬ 
polis or Baalbec , both which have the lame fignification. 

The p re lent ruins of Palmyra , or Tedmor , by its modem in¬ 
habitants, are alfo aferibed to Solomon , but with very little 0 f p /; j. 


foundation 


for this city, fince his time, has been more than m y ra . 

From the tafle of the architec- 


once lacked and demolifhed. 
turc, the buildings cannot reafonably be fuppoied prior to the 
time that the Greeks got footing in Syria. We arc indeed told, 
that Solomon built Tedmor in the wildcmeis *; but after his 
time it probably did not rife to be confiderable for many cen¬ 
turies. There is no mention of it in the expedition of Cyrus 


* 2 Chron. viii, 
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the 
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$ 

the time of Mark Anthony. He, as we are informed by Appia « 
wanted to inrich his troops with the plunder of the Palmyrenes , 
who were merchants, and fold the commodities of India and Ara- 




icon rendered them independent of both ; and 

acquired by their trade, he alfo 


o y 


magnificent buildings. 


blsr.es of that ot 
of not verv different ages. 

o 


bin to the Romans. Their fituation in the mid ft of an extenfive 
deiiirt on the confines of the Roman and Parthian empires, our 
author third 

from the meat wcaitn tney 

^ m O J ^ ^ 

fuppofes, and with great probability, that the inhabitants them- 

felves were equal to the expence of th 

Our travellers here plainly dilcovered the rums oi two very 
different periods of antiquity, the old eft of which were mere 
rubbifti, but the 1st eft pretty entire, owing to the dryneft of 
the climate, and there being few inhabitants to deface them. 
Tins inferiptions, which firew the age of fume of the buildings, 
are none earlier than the birth of Chrijl , and none fo late as 
the deftruetion of the city by Aurdian , except one in Latin, 
The (tile and manner of thefe buildings have inch a rcicm* 

" the others, that they may be fuppofed works 

After our travellers had journeyed 
two days through a barren and dry delart, without the relief 
of either breeve or (hade, they at length entered a narrow 
vale, formed by the approach of two ridges of hills, which 
icon after opening, difeovered to them, all at once, the greateft 
quantity of ruin:; they had ever feen, all of white marble, and 
beyond them, towards the Euphrates , a fiat wafte as far as the 
eye could reach, without any object that (hewed either life 
or motion. 7 'he antient circumference of the city appeared 
to have been about twelve miles ; but alter its decay, the walls, 
feme of which are (landing, feein to have been contracted into 
the circuit of three miles. There axe at prefent here only a 
few Arabians living in poor hutts. 

Almoft the whole ground within the walls is covered with 
heaps of marble; but what chiefly claims the attention of the 
traveller, is the magnificent temple of the fun and its court, 
the walls of which are fo high and folid, that the Turks have 
been tempted to convert it into a place of (Length. The 
court is about 240 yards fejuare, and its lofty wall is adorned 
and (Lengthened on each fide by 31 pilaftevs, which all round 
have a window betwixt each, except on the front, in the mid¬ 
dle of which was a grand portico facing the weft. This por¬ 
tico was fupported by ten Corinthian pillars in front, extended 
140 feet, and was in depth from the top of the (lairs 50 feet. 

— went round the whole wall of 

the court. The ornaments of the infide of the portico, par¬ 
ticularly the grand door of the court, are extremely magnifi¬ 
cent, and very little defaced. The fame rich ornaments are 
repeated, with a little variety, on that fide of the portico next 
the court, which is furrounded on three fidcs with two rows of 
very noble marble pillars 37 feet high, with capitals of the 

finefl 
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Thefe 


pillars fupported a moft fpacious 

double piazza or cloifter about 50 feet wide, but on the fide of 
the portico the middle row of pillars was omitted. About 
the middle of the court flood the temple, with a magnificent 
periflile of Corinthian pillars, 8 in front and 15 in flank. The 
jhafts of thefe pillars were 43 feet high, the walk betwixt them 
and the temple was about zz feet and a half broad, and their 
diftance from each other was near 9 feet. The body of the 
temple was 133 feet long and 49 broad, and the terras on which 
it was built was aflended on every fide all round by nine fteps. 
The entrance, which is very magnificent, is not at the end nor in 
the middle of the fide, but a little nearer one end than the 
other. Our accurate obfervers could difcover no repairs which 
could account for this and other Angularities in the plan. By 
what ftill remains of the ruins, the temple appears to have 
been one of the moft elegant and magnificent edifices in the 
world; all the ornaments are finilhed with the higheft deli¬ 
cacy, and through the whole there is the greateft profufion of 
the richeft and moft curious fculpture. 

In the neighbourhood of this temple are feen a prodigious 
number of marble pillars flattered up and down for the fpace 
of near a mile; but in fuch confufion, that there is no room to 
guefs for what purpofl they ferved. 

About a furlong north from the temple is a ftately obelifk or 
pillar about 50 feet in height, confifting of feven large ftones 
befides its capital. It is wreathed, and the fculpture here, as 
every where el A, extremely fine. Within two furlongs of this, 
on both Tides, are large and folitary pillars, on the body of 
which are ieveral Greek inferiptions. There islikewife oblerved 
a magnificent arch vaftly large and lofty, and for workmanlhip, 
nothing inferior to any ruin hitherto deflribed. This arch leads 
into a noble piazza above half a mile long and 40 feet broad, 
formed by two rows of ftately marble pillars z6 feet high, the 
number of which cannot have been fewer at firft than 560. 

Of all the venerable remains of this defolate place, none 
more attract the admiration of the curious than the Palmyrene 
fepulclircs, which are very fuperb. Two fepulchres particu¬ 
larly feem to be more entire than the reft. They are fquare 
towers five ftories high, their outfides of common ftone, but 
their partitions and floors within of marble. They arc beau¬ 
tified with very lively carvings and paintings, and the three 
lowell ftories have on each fide a row of niches for receiving the 
dead, which our late travellers found were embalmed after the 
Mgvptian manner *. 

Such were once the magnificent abodes and noble fepulchres 
of the Palmyrenes , and from thefe remains we may well conclude 
the world never faw a more glorious city. 


Ruins of Palmyra, bv Dawkins and Ik cod. See alfo Philof. 
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The 



rjo 

The anti¬ 
quity of 
the Sy¬ 
rians. 


Their go¬ 
vernment. 


Their re¬ 
ligion. 

D » 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

The antient Syrians or Arameans being defcended from Area 
the youngeft fon of Shorn, and fettled in their country inime 
mediately after the difperfion, may vie with any other natio 
upon earth in point of antiquity. Skew's pofferity, however 
did not long pofl'efs this country wholly to themfelves; fo 
fome of the defendants of Canaan being ftreightened for wan 
of room in their firft fettlements, encroached upon them bj 
degrees, feized on a part of their lot, and kept it till they wen 
both involved in the fame captivity and dellrudfion. The two¬ 
fold defeent of the Syrians from the line of Shew and Ham, j ; 
very evident; for we find a noted portion of the country c| 
Ara?n , or Syria , denominated from Ha mat hi, one of the 17 
fons of Canaan, who may have fettled here in perfon. The 
fame is fuppofed of the Arkitc, the Sinite , Zemarite , and the 
Arvadite. The antient Syrians then were partly defcended from 
Saem and partly from Ham , both being aim oil of the fame 
Handing in this country. If we believe a tradition current 
among the prefent inhabitants, no country in the world was 
peopled before theirs; for they pretend, that Adam was cre¬ 
ated and Abel murdered near Damafcus. 

That they were governed by the heads of families called 
kings, and that there were great numbers of them in the coun¬ 
try, is certain. We even find they continued in part under the 
fame government till the days of Saul, as appears from the 
kings of Zcbah , and of other filial! territories, and the petty 
kings in Mesopotamia to the number of 32, fummoned to at¬ 
tend Benhadad in his wars *. Not that the monarchic was the 
only form that feems to have taken place among them; for 
even in David’ s time, Damafcus appears to have been a com¬ 
monwealth ; being then fpoken of as without a chief, and as 
if the whole power had been in the hands of the people. Af¬ 
terwards, indeed, we find it governed in an abfolute manner by 
a fingle perfon; whence it may be concluded, he eftablifhed 
his authority not fo much by common confent as by violence. 
As to their inftitutions and laws, we are entirely in the dark. 

Concerning their religion, it is fuppofed they were early in¬ 
fected with idolatry. Among their many idols, Rimmon, whole 
temple flood at Damafcus, feems to have been the principal 
goc!, at leaf! of Datnafcene. This antient god in time gave way 
to another; for the Syrians deifying their king Benhadad 11 . 
under the name of Adad or Aden, lie was confidered as their 
mofl glorious and aufpicious god. Jofcphus tells us, that both 
Benhadad and his fucceiior Hazael, were deified under the name 
of Hadad, which was the general appellation of all their kings!. 
Alacrobius fays, by Adad they meant the fun, and pictured him 
with rays darting downwards to exprefs his beneficence J. 
This god, and others of the fame ffanip, we may fuppofe flou- 

J'ifhed as long as the Syrians pofl'efied their feat; but when the 


* Kings, xx. 1. f jofepb. Antiq. 1 . ix. J Macrob. Saturn.l.i- 
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thpilefe 


they and their gods, in great meafure, underwent the lame fate. 
The new inhabitants fent hither by the AJfyrians introduced a 
new idolatry, or at leaft brought in many additions to the old 
fuperftition. What changes and alterations this fyftem fuffered, 
firft under the Babylonians, then fucceffively under the Perfians, 
Seleucida , and Romans, is uncertain. What it was in the fe~ 
ccnd century of the Chriftian aera we have an account in Lu¬ 
cian , who was an eye-witnefs of the greateft part of what he 
fays, and the reft he learned from the priefts. 

At Hierapolis , or the Holy City, ox Magog, as it was cal’ 
the Syrians f, ftood the temple of the great Syrian goddefs. 
this goddefs was is uncertain. JuJlin tells us, that a king 


Who 


Damafi 


t Syrians as their principal deity 
Nicolas of Damafcus, was older 

of Dasnafc 


mous tem¬ 
ple of the 

Syrian 


The 

temple was feated on an eminence in the midft of the city, fur- 
rounded by two walls, and on the north fide having a court or 
porch before it about 5 or 600 feet in circumference, where ftood 
the Priaps, or oblcene images or columns, 300 fathom or 300 
cubits high; either of which meafures appear very exorbitant. 
Before the temple, the front of which ftood eaft, a tower was 
raifed upon a terrafs about twelve feet high. The temple was 
built after the manner of thofc of Ionia : the porch was adorned 
with golden doors, and the whole edifice glittered with gold, 
particularly the roof. It was not without its fandluary, into 
which no admiffion was allowed, even to fuch of the priefts as 
were not in an efpecial manner allied to the gods there kept, or 
wholly addi&ed to their fervice and worfhip. Within this fane- 


4 * 

tuary, which was always open, were two ftatues of gold, which, 
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Minerva 


Rbca, Diana, Nemefts, and the Dejlinies. She was adorned 
with a great variety of gems, which had from time to time been 
prclented to her by the Egyptians, Indians, Ethiopians, Modes, 
Armenians, and Babylonians . Of all thefe the moft remarkable 
was the lychnis fhe wore at her fide, which ftone is faid to have 
the greateft luftre by candle-light; and with it fhe illuminated 
the temple by night. Between Jupiter and Juno was another 
golden ftatuc, but with no peculiar enfighs ; only having a 
golden dove on its head, fomc imagined it was Saniramis. On 
the left hand going into the temple was the throne of the Sun ; 
but it had no ftatues, ns they judged it rcafonable to make ftatues 
only of the invifible deities. Next after this throne was the 
fotue of Apollo, with a lar^e beard and cohered with clothes. 


* Plm. rift. Nat. I. 5. 


which 
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which was done to no other : and after him, on the fame fide 
ftood Atlas , then Mercury >, then Liicina. On the right banc 
was placed Semiramis, pointing to 'Juno in token of fubmiffion 
and next her was Helen, then Hecuba, Andromache , Paris, 
Hector, Achilles, Nereus, Philomel, Prague, Pereas turned into 
a bird, another ftatue of Semiramis, Combalus, Stratonicc , Alex¬ 
ander done after the life, and Sardanapalus in a peculiar habit 
and attitude. Under the temple they fhewed the cleft where 


they fuppofed the waters drained off the earth at the flood cf 
Deucalion, who, they fay, erected an altar on the place to Juno. 
Within the inclofures of the temple they kept tame oxen, 
horfes, lions, bears, eagles, who were all facred. Before the 
temple ftood a large brazen altar, and ftatucs of kings and 
priefts innumerable. Near it was alfo a lake, where facred Allies 
were preferred and attended. Some of the largeft had names, 


and came when called. 


led. Some of the largeft had names, 
In the middle of the lake ftood a done 


altar, which was daily frequented, and ever crowned and reek¬ 
ing with incenfc. The oracle in the temple was quite extraor¬ 
dinary, and may ferve to evince how deeply the priefts were 
veiled in the myftcry of their profeilion. Here were images 
rhar foemed to move, fwcat. and deliver oracles as if alive. 


that leaned to move, fwcat, and deliver oracles as if alive. 
Apollo was the chief oracle, and did all himlelf, being conliilteJ 
jn all matters facred arid civil. We have obferved that he wore 
clothes, which doubtlels ferved to cloak the impofturc. Our 
author affures us, that he law this god walk in the air. 


The riches 
of the 
temple. 


to its fplendor; Araoia, rhamtaa, babyhma, Cappadocia , U- 
llcia, and Syria, paid to the goddcls libera! contributions. Here 
were coftly prefents (hewn in garments and other things of in- 
cftimable value, which were carefully kept; lb that, in lift 
refpcct, it was a very Lorciio. The priefts were of different 
ranks and orders, each aftignecl to different talks. 'Hie high 
prieft was annual. Above 300 in white habits, and with bon¬ 
nets on their heads, attended the faeriflees. Befidcs them there 
were other confecratcd orders, as of minftrcls, frantic women, 
and galli or eunuch priefts, who ’tis remarkable emafcalate.1 
themlelves by the voluntary operation of their own hands, and 
took on them the habit and offices of women. 


Sacrifice 


0 

U 


7 


7 ‘ 


celebrated, at which vea; 


Sometim 


C' z 


jpring an extraordinary facrihce was celebrated, at which was 
always a great concourfe of people from all parts. Sometime'a 
Blocking and barbarous method of facrihcing was pracrilcd. 
'The vidtims were fir ft crowned with garlands, and then driven 
to a precipice dole by one fide of the porch, where they po 
riftied. Nay fome were even fo mad as to tie up their children 
in lacks, and then (hove them down the fame precipice. In 


the porch, where they po 
ad as to tie up their children 


D 


year. 


J 

peopl 


from thence, tho’ the diftance was many miles, brought writer 
into the temple, pouring it out into the deft above-mention^ 


D1' 
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! vvhich it ran off. Their veflels were fealed up at fea, and 
(jurft not be carried into the temple till the feals were infpebfed 
jj V a perl'on called AleRryo , who on that occafion received a cer- 

^n perquifite from each. 

* The religious cuftoms, laws, and traditions of this place, Mifcel- 
v/eie as extraordinary as any thing elfe we have hitherto related. Janeous 
Twice a year a man climbed up to the top of one of the Priaps , matters, 
where he remained feven days without fleeping, being fuppoied 
to have a more immediate intercourfe with the goddefs. 

Many people every day l'wam to the altar in the midft of the 




lake, there to perform their devotions. 

Oxen, lheep, and the like, were facrificed; but fwine were 
held to be unclean; and the victim was only prefented at the al¬ 
tar, but fieri Heed at home. 

pjand doves were accounted holy, the former to Derceto , 
and the latter tp Scmiramis , in memory of their fuppofed differ¬ 
ent transformations. The doves were accounted holy, and 
were fed by them in great numbers in and about their houfes; 
vet if a man touched one of them, he was unclean all the reft 

of the day. 

As foon as any man had commenced gallus , by difmembring 
himfelf, he ran about the city with the part in his hand, till ar 
length throwing it into lbme houfe, he received from thence a 
woman’s attire. From that time forward his life was intirely 

agreeable to his new drefs. _ _ < 

The pilgrims, who from. different parts arrived at the city, 
were entertained at the public charge, and branded with marks 
on their neck and wrifts. On their journey thither they durft 
not lie but on the cold ground, or drink any thing elfe than cold 
water. 

The young men and boys confecrated the firft-fi uits of their 
beards and heads of hair, which being fhaved or clipped in the 
temple, were depofited in a gold or iiivcr box, with the name of 
the perion it belonged to, and left in the temple. 

He that had feen a dead perion, was not allowed to enter the 
temple that day ; and all the family of any one dcccafed were to 
keep from the temple thirty days, and {have their heads. T hus 
much concerning the religions of Syria , and the worfhip of the 
Syrian goddefs. 

As to the temper of the people, Plutarch informs us, that the 
Spinas of his time were an effeminate people, prone to tears, 
and very remarkable for their way of mourning for their de- 
ceafed, hiding themfclves from the light of the fun in caves, or 
other dark places, for many days together. T his tender and 
effeminate temper of mind may have been always one of the 
charaiteriftics of the Syrians, as it Hill is. As to the cuftoms of 
the ancient Syrians , or their civil concerns, we find nothing 


mentioned. 
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the funfhine of their empire they were enriched by the fpoils 
tribute, and commerce of the nations far and near, they cer¬ 
tainly arofe to a great pitch of magnificence and lplendor, tin 
great promoters of induftry and ingenuity. 

Their Their language is one of thofe dialects commonly called the 
language. Oriental tongues, and is pretended to have been the mother oi 

them all. It became a diftintft tongue fo early as the days o! 
Jacob: for what his father-in-law and uncle Laban of Pado.n- 
Aram, or Mefopotamia , calls Jegar-fabadutha, is by Jacob him- 
felf called Galecd. The Syriac was not only the language of 
Syria, but alfo of Mefopotamia, Chaldea , AJJyria,, and, after the 
Babylonifl) captivity, of Palejline. There are three dialeds of 
the Syrian tongue, i. The Armenian , or Syriac properly, fo 
called, which is the moft elegant of all, ufed in Mefopotamia , 
and by the inhabitants of Roha, or Edcfj'a of Harran and the 
outer Syria. 2. The dialed! of Palejline , fpoken by the inha¬ 
bitants of Damafcus , Mount Lib ant is, and the inner Syria. 
3. The Chaldee , or Nabatbean dialed!, the moft unpolifhed of 
the three, and (poke in the mountainous parts of AJJyria, and in 
the villages of Irak, or Babyloida. The Syriac characler, which 
is very antient, is of two forts 5 the Eflrangelo is the more an¬ 
cient and unpolifhed, and chiefly found in the titles of books, 
as capitals with us ; the other, called the Ffhito, is the fimple 
or common charadfer, and is much more expeditious and 
beautiful. 

The Syriac writing, like that of the other eaftern tongues, 
was deftitute of vowels till towards the latter end of the 8th 
century, when they were introduced, as is generally fuppofed, 
by Theophilus of Edeffa , who borrowed them from the Greek al¬ 
phabet, and ufed them in his Syriac tranflation of the works of 
Homer. But a century before Theophilus, James of Edejfa had 
invented feven new charad!ers for all the Greek vowels, at the 
defire of Paul of Antioch, to whom he fent them, and they are 
ftill extant. The Syriac is an eafy and elegant, but not a very 
copious tongue, and has a great number of Greek words, which 
were incorporated with it in the times of the Seleucida. What 
this tongue is moft to be valued for, are the excellent tranfta- 
tions of the Old and NewTeftament, which equal, if they do 
not furpafs thofe of any other language. 

Their Perhaps no nation of equal antiquity had a more confiderable 
trade. trade than the ancient Syrians. We cannot doubt but that they 

had fhips on the Mediterranean as foon as any of their neigh¬ 
bours. They had many valuable commodities of their own to 
carry into other parts ; and as the Euphrates wafhed their coun¬ 
try, the fafe and eafy navigation on that river, when compared 
with that of the fea, inclines us to confider them even as older 
merchants than the Phoenicians or the Edomites. They doubt* 
lefs traded with the people on the eaft of the Euphrates very 
early, and were the firft, it may be fuppofed, that brought the 
Perftan and Indian commodities into the weft of Afia. This lu¬ 
crative commerce with their eaftern neighbours might probably 

make 
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make them, in a great meafure, neglect the Mediterranean navi¬ 
gation ; fo that in lea affairs they were loon excelled by their 
neighbours the Phoenicians , who, according to Herodotus , car¬ 
ried on the commerce of Egypt and Ajjyria , that is, . the weftern 
co7.lt of Syria , by their shipping. Such, we may fuppofe, was 
the ancient ftate of the Syrian trade and navigation. Their king 
HnzaeU we will find afterwards, by lei zing on the famous empo¬ 
riums’/^ on the Red Sea , grafped at the whole trade both of 
call and fouth : but this monopoly was of fhort duration; for 
they loft Elath upon his death. 

Tho’ the Syrians were doubliefs early a numerous and flou- Their 
rifhing people, yet for more than rooo years after the flood hif- hiltoiy. 
tore is altogether filent concerning their tranfadfions. When 
the territory of Zohah became one kingdom is uncertain. In the 
beginning of the reign of Saul it feems to have been governed 
by l'everal princes ; for we are told that he defeated the kings of The kings 
Zohah. It is probable the bad fuccefs of the Z ohites under fe- ofZobah. 
parate chiefs, made them unite under one prince, named Rehob, 
in imitation of their neighbours the Ifraelhes . 

The king of Zohah in the days of David we find was Hada- Hadade- 
flVztr, or Hadarezer , the fon of Rehob , a great and powerful ^er. 
prince. He had warred with fuccefs againft the king of Ha- g e f. Chr. 
tneth ; but when he oppofed David’s progrefs towards the re- 104.4. 
duction of the land promifed to Abraham and his feed quite to 
the Euphrates , his good fortune left him.. In the firft battle he 
fought with David , lie loft 1000 chariots, 7000 horfe, and 
20,000 foot. Upon this defeat, the Syrians of Damafcus fent 
their army to reinforce him; but were defeated, with the lofs of 
22,000 men, by David , who, taking advantage of fo fignal a 
victory, immediately poll'elled himfelf of great part of Syria , par¬ 
ticularly of Damafcene. Hadadczer now loft his two cities, Betab 
2nd Berothai, from which David carried off exceeding much brafs, 
taking away all'o the golden fhields that were on Hadadezer’ s 
lervants, probably fomc of the chief of his guards *. Rezon , 
the fon of Elidah , who commanded part of the army of Hacla- 
ilczer, at the fame time revolted with a conftderable body of the 
troops from his mafter, and proceeding to Damafcus , there af- 
iumed the royal dignity. 

Notwithftanding thefe Ioffes, Eladadezer ftill continued very 
powerful; for when Hamm king of Ammon was at war with 
David be lent 20,000 men to his affiftance, who, as we have 
already mentioned, were put to a fhameful flight by Joab. The 
following campaign he feems to have made himfelf a principal 
in this war. He lent to the Syrian kings that owed him homage 
on the other fide of the Euphrates , and joining their forces to 
ms own troops, by that means affemblcd a very conftderable 
army, which, under the conduct of Shobach , marched to aflift 
nan un againft David a fecond time. The Syrians engaging 


* z Sam- viii. 3—S. 


David 


17 ^ 


A GENERAL HISTORY 


David at Helam 


Kezorl 

king of 
Duma/ a; 

Hezion. 


Jlain. The petty princes that i’erved Hadadczer iji i : .t,, 
warfare, made their peace with David, and became his 
taries 3 Hadadezer himfelf, iji all likelihood, being alfo objjc.:-.| 
to fubmit; concerning whom, or the kingdom of 'Lobah, v.e tnd 
no farther account. 

The kingdom of Damafcus leems to have rifen upon the ruins 
of that of Z obah. Rezon, who deferred from Ha da dozer, leizcd 
on Damafcns , and after founding that kingdom, became a very 
troublefome and inveterate enemy to < Solomon *. 

His fucceflor Hezion, we find, lived at peace and amity with 
the kings of Judah and Jfrael f. Some however think that He- 
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Benhadad Benhadad II. fuccceding his father of the fame name, appears 
II. B. Ch.to have been a powerful and infolent prince, and a great enemy 
901. to the Ifraelitcs. Encouraged by the difiraefed ftate of Ifred, 

he railed a very large army, in which he had no fewer than 32 
kings 3 and advancing to the city of Samaria , fummoned dhnli 
the king to acknowlege himfelf his valid, and deliver up to him 
all his filver and gold, and likewife his wives and children. To 
this infolent menage the pttfillanimous prince returned a moil 
fubmiffive anfwer; which not latisfying the haughty invader, 
he fent a fecond meflage to him, declaring, that next day he in- 

it. n 1 r 1 • nr • . . 1 1 


tended to fend fome of his officers into the city, to bring away 
all his wealth and whatever was pleafant in his eyes. Limb, 
animated by the elders of Jfrael, lefufed to confent to this in¬ 
dignity 3 which highly inflamed Benhadad, who threatned utter 
deftrudtion to his city, and immediately ordered his army to 
prepare for an alTault. He himfelf, in the mean time, with his 
32 auxiliary kings, was drinking to excels in his tent at noon¬ 
day, in great fecurity, which feems to have been his ufual cui- 
tom. Tho’ he was told foon after that the befiegers were making 
a fally, he did not difturb himfelf. His army, however, being 
inftantly attacked by Abab at the head of 232 princes of the pro¬ 
vinces, and thrown into the utmoft confufion, he was forced to 
lave himfelf, by mounting his horfe and flying with the reft of 
his troops, who were purlued, with great daughter, by the Ij- 
r a elites. 


The 
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but that if he could draw the enemy to the plains, their own 
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gods would then prevail (a). Benhadad accordingly being per¬ 
vaded to raife another army of equal force with the former, and 
to give the inferior commands to trufty Ikilful officers inftead of 
the Kings, die following year again invaded Ifrael , and pitched 
in the plain of Aphcck , to be under the protection of his gods. 
The army of the Ifraelites was greatly inferior to that of the 
Syrians ; however, being encouraged by God, who promifed 
them a victory, on the 7th day they attacked the invaders, 
whom they put to flight, with the flaughter of 100,000 of their 
foot. The remains of the Syrians fled to Apheck , where 27,000 
of them were crufhed to death by the city wall, which fell upon 

them. 

Benhadad terrified by this judgment, which convinced him 
that his gods were no protection from the God of Ifrael , con¬ 
cealed himfelf in an inner chamber; but by the perfuafions of 
his officers he at length fent and threw himfelf at the mercy of 
Ahab, who, with too great facility, was immediately reconciled 
to him; and fending for him, took him up into his chariot. 
Benhadad direCtly propofed terms of reconciliation, and pro- 
mifing to reftore all the cities his father had taken from the If- 
mlites , and to allow Ah ah the fame authority in Damafcus which 
his own father had enjoyed in Samaria, the. king of Ifrael , on 
thefe conditions, inconfiderately gave him his liberty. 

How ftriCHy foever Benhadad adhered to his word with Ahab 
in other refpeCts, he kept pofleffion of Ramoth-Gilead, which, 
three years after, was the fubjcCl: of a frefh war, in which Ahab 
engaged, contrary to the advice of the prophet, and prevailed 
on Jehojbapbat the king of Judah to join him. As Micaiah fore-, 
told that the enter prize would prove fatal to him, Ahab, when 
he came to action, had fome diffidence of fuccefs ; but in hopes 
of eluding the prophet’s prediction, he difguifed himfelf before 
the battle. This precaution, however, did not fucceed ; for he 
was mortally wounded by a random arrow, which finote him 


(a) It was plainly the do&rine flood upon an eminence, as did that 
of all heathen nations that their in Samaria. Hhcji'ivifa law, they 
different gods had each their par- might have heard, was delivered 
ticular charge and jurifdiftion ; from a hill ; and the Jews, they 
fome prtflding over whole coun- might perceive, were fond of fa* 
tries, and others having only par- crificing in high places. They 
ticular places under their tuition; were doubtlefs fenlibly convinced 
being fome gods of the woods, that the Deity had ir.terpofed iu 
others of the rivers, and others of their late defeat. The miraculous 
the mountains. Pan was reckoned victories of the Ifraelites probably 
the god of the mountains; and gave rife to rhe heathen opinion, 
the Syrians perhaps might have a that the Gods did not only affifl 
conceit that the God of Ifrael was their favourites by their influence, 
a God of the mountains; becaufe but aflually engaged in battle in 
Canaan was a mountainous land : their behalf, 
the temple of Jernfahm they knew 
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between the joints of his harnefs, of which wound he died in the 
evening. The battle was bloody and obftinate, and lafted till 
night, under cover of which, each fide drew off with doubtful 
vidfory. 

Not many years after, Benhadad began to execute fome private 
defigns againft Jchoram king of Ifrael ; but being difappointed 
rn all his aims, he accufed his fervants of infidelity. They to 
clear thcmfelves from fo unjuft a fufpicion, told him, that none 
but Eltfoa could thus difconcert all his meafures ; he being en¬ 
dued with fuch a degree of knowlege, that nothing could be 
concealed from him,, tho’ done in the greateft privacy. Ben¬ 
hadad , upon this information, fent a ftrong detachment to Do- 
than , where he heard he then was, to feize him. His troops 
entered the city by night, and next morning were by the pro¬ 
phet fmitten with blindnefs, and led by him into the very heart 
of the city of Samaria , where their eyes were opened, that 
they might behold their fituation. Jfchoram would have gladly 
put them to the fword, but he was prevented by the remon- 
ftranees of EBJJ)a ; and after treating them in an hofpitable 
manner, difmifTed them ; which had fo good an effe<ft, that 
Benhadad , for that time, withdrew his troops from Ifrael . 

His peaceful difpofition, however, was but fhort -1 i ved; for 
foon after railing a powerful army, he inverted Samaria , which 
he reduced to the greateft ftraits. When he was upon the point 
of taking it by famine, his troops in the night, ftruckwitha 
panic, and hearing a noife Tike that of a great army rulhing 
upon them, they imagined that Jehoram had received a powerful 
reinforcement from the kings of the Hittiies (a) and the kings 
of the Egyptians , and fled with the utmoft precipitation, leaving 
almoft their whole baggage behind them, and even their horfes 
Handing in the camp. Benhadad muft at this time have been 
well advanced in years ; and whether he had contra&ed fome 
tllnefs by the fatigue of his flight, or whether his fpirits were 
broken by fuch frequent misfortunes, he took to his bed. A 3 
he lay fick, ft was told him that the prophet Elijha was coming 
to Damafcus : whereupon he fent Hazael with 40 camels loads 
of the cnoiceft productions of that city as a prefent to him, and 
defired him to confult the prophet whether he fhould recover of 
bis ficknels. Elijha told Hazael that Benhadad might recover, 
yet fhould furely die: then fixing his eyes ftedfaftlv upon Ha~ 
%ael till he bad put him out of countenance, he burft into tears. 
Hazael enquiring, in a refpectful manner, why he wept, was 


(a) Thefe Hittiies are fuppof d 
fo have lived in Arabia Pitrrca to 
the iouth of Pafeftiue , and to have 
been defended from the Canaan - 

w 

hi/h Hittiies who left their coun¬ 
ty upon the mvafion of J»jkua. 
Though Solomon, we are told, re¬ 


duced thole who remained in Ca¬ 
naan to a date of fervitude, yet 
we find he traded with the Ara¬ 
bian Hittiies for horfes, and had 
fome wives likewife from among 
them. 1 Kings x. 29. & • x1 ' J * 
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fold that he 


f Ifrael. Hazael profefled 


not to underftand the prophet; and ao X 1 U W 0,0 oil iliuumiuciauici 

perfon, replied it would never be in his power to commit fuch 
outrage*} out was again aflured by Eli/ha that he ftiould be king 
of Syria. His ambition, at thele words, took wing, and re¬ 
turning to his matter, he flattered him with hopes of recovery ; 
but next day he ftifled him with a thick cloth dipped in water. 

So ended the reign of the great Benhadad , who having adorned 
damafcus with fine ftrudtures, and added to the glory of 
Syria, was ranked among the gods, and honoured with divine 

worth ip. 

Hazael having murdered his lord, attended his throne, to 
which he had been nominated fome years before by the wife pro- Bef. ChrJ 
vidence of God, Elijah having been then ordered to anoint him. 884. 
The Syrian monarchy under him arofe to its higheft pitch of 

t J n r. v • _ nr ___ _. 1 •_ r* 


Hazael. 


grandeur. 


Judah 
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fieged Ramoth-Gilead , which, according to the opinion of fome* 
they wrefted from the Syrians ; tho’ others think they only got: 
poiTeffion of the fuburbs, as all the military force of Ifrael are 
faid to have been there under the captain Jehu, when he was 
tnointed to be king : and the words in the facred text tranflated 

* ^e the city. How- 


of the city, may alfo be rendered from heft 

Hazael 


Judah and Ifrael- 


f IfracL 


He 


Jordan, and, according to Jofeph 



; came put all 

to fire and fword. He continued his hoftilities againft the If- 
raelites all the days of Jehu, who reigned 28 years, and alfo 
waged war againft Jehoahaz , the fon of Jehu, till he had left 
him but 50 horfe, 10 chariots, and 10,000 foot, having de- 
ftroyed the reft, and made them like the dufl hy threffing. 

Ifrael, he turned his arms againft the king¬ 
dom of fudab. and croflinff the Jordan, made himfelf matter of 

fince the days of David, had 
been in the pofleflion of the Ifra elites. He then prepared to in¬ 
vert jeritfalem ; but Jehoaf) the king defpairing of being able to 
oppofe his arms, fent him all his treafures, and all the facred 
movsables that had been collected by bis anceftors, and pre¬ 
vailed upon him, for that time, to retire. However, it would 
appear, that in the end of the fame year he fent a ftnall party to* 
reduce Jcrufalem. Jehoaf) endeavoured to oppofe the invaders 
vith a numerous army ; but the Syrians routing and difperfing 
ns troops, facked many of the cities of Judah , and among the 
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Benhadad Benhadad , who was the Ton and fucceflor of Hazael. , fuffercd 
III. a total reverfe of his father’s fortune ere he had long reigned. 

He was thrice defeated by Jehoafh the fon of Jeoabaz king of 
Jfrael , whereby he loft all that his hither had wrefted from the 
Israelites 5 which is all we are informed of concerning this ob- 
Icure and unfortunate reign. 

The Syrians foon after, probably even in the reign of Ben¬ 
hadad , were in their turn invaded and conquered by Jeroboam 
the fon of JehoaJh , who took Damafcus , and kept them in fub- 
jeftion during his reign, which was very long. Upon his death, 
the Ifraelites being involved in anarchy and confufion, the Sy¬ 
rians again recovered their independancy, perhaps by the affift- 
ance of Pul king of Affyria , who was an ambitious and enter- 

and threatned the Ifraelites with an invafion 


prizing prince, 
about 


Rezin. 


out 13 years after Jeroboam's death. 
The laft king of the Syrians was Rezin ; 


but who he fucceeded 


742 


Bef. Chr, 
74 1 * 


Bef. Chr. is not mentioned. Towards the latter end of his reign, he en¬ 
tered into a league with Pckah king of Ifrael againft Abaz king 
of Judah , and befteged him in Jerufalem , but without fuccefs. 
Rezin, that he might gain fome advantage from the alliance, 
withdrew from Jerufalem , and marching into Edom , recovered 
Elath from the Jews , where he planted a colony of Syrians, 
which fubfifted many years, even after the fubverfion of the 
kingdom of Syria *. 

The following year Rezin and his ally Pckah again invaded 
Judah ; but feem to have added feparatcly. They were both 
luccefsful; and Rezin , after ravaging the country, returned 
with great booty and many prifoners to Damafcus. This accjui- 
fition, however, proved fatal to him and his kingdom : for Jim 
grown defperate, and bent upon revenge, font all his trealiire, 
even that dedicated to facred ufes, to Tiglatbpilczar king of df- 
fyria , therewith to bribe him againft Rezin and Pckah , offering 
alfo to become tributary to him. 1 Tiglathpilczar moft readily 
embraced this opportunity of extending his dominion, and en¬ 
tering Syria with a powerful army, flew Rezin , took Damafcus, 
and tranfplanted the inhabitants of that city to Kir. Thus was 
the empire of the ancient Syrians abolished, according to the 
prophets : Behold Damafcus is taken away from being a city-ad 
the kingdom Jhall ccafc from Damafcus and the remnant of Syria f 
1 will fend a fire into the houfe of Hazael, zvhicb Jhall devour tin 
palaces of Benhadad. I will cut of him that holdeth thefceptit 
from the houfe of Eden ; and the people of Syria Jhall go into cajiti * 
vity unto Kir, faith the Lord 


* z Kings xvi, 6. 
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The Kings of HAMATH. 



We have but a very imperfeft account of thefe kings; and The kings 
it is not certainly known where the city in which they reigned of Ha¬ 
ms fituated. According to Jofephus it lay to the north of Ca- enatb, and 
nan; but the learned Abulfcda, who reigned in Hamath , places 
it upon the Or antes, between Hems and Apamea. We find alfo 
there was a country of Hamath which lay to the eaftward of the 
land of Canaan , about Palmyra or Tadmor *. They feem to 
have drawn their origin from the Syrians of the Canaanitijk 
blood, and probably formed, themfelves into a kingdom about 
the fame time with the Syrians of Zobah. Thus far is certain, 
that Tot, their firft king we read of, was engaged in an unequal 
war with Hadadezer the great king of Zobah, the ground of 
which, perhaps, -might be his refufal to fubmit to the power of 
that ambitious prince, to whom probably he was on the point 
ofiubmitting,. when Hadadezer himfelf yielded to the fuperior 
might of David. Toi hearing of the defeat of Hadadezer , im¬ 
mediately fent his fon for am with a coftly prefent in veflels of 
gold, filver, and brafs, therewith to court the favour of the con¬ 
queror, to congratulate him on his fuccefles, and return him 
thanks for the deliverance he owed him. 

Toi, we may conclude-, became a dependant on David; and 
his liicceflbr, whether his fon for am or Hadoram , or any other, 
cultivated a good intelligence with the kings of Judah, till he 
was fubdued by the powerful kings of Damafcus, to whom Ha¬ 
math and all the reft of Syria continued fubje£t till the time of 

Jmloam, who we are told recovered Damafcus and Hamath, 
which belonged to Judah, for Ifrael. Upon the reduction of Da- 
mfcus by the Ajfyrians , it may have lifted up its head a little for 
a few years, till it was conquered by Sennacherib and Efarhaddon , 
who tranfplanted its inhabitants into Samaria f. 


The Kings of GESHUR. 

According to Jofephus the Gejhurites were only a family of of Gejbur. 
note and figure in the country where they dwelt, and were, . 
doubtlefs, but petty princes, if compared with thofe of Zobah , 

Damafcus, and Hamath. Probably they were one of the royal 
families which in ancient times divided the whole country of 
Sj'iia among them, and perhaps were more confiderable for the 
alliance David made with their family than for the extent of 
their dominion. The firft of them we meet with is called Ami- 
hurl, the father of Talmai , who is cxprefsly called king of Gejhur. 

TalmaPs daughter Maacha was wife to David and mother to 
Abfalom , who fled to Gefour upon the murder of his brother 


* 2 Chron. viii. 3, 4. + 2 Kings, xiv. 28. xviii. 34. xix. 1 1. 
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Ammon , and was flickered by Talmai three years. The Gejburita 
doubtlefs were fubdued, as well as the other Syrians , by tha 
Icings of Damafcus , and afterwards conquered and tranfplanted 
by the AJJyrians. 



CHAP. IX; 



5 the Hiftory of the Phqenicians. 

ROM whence this country borrowed the name of Phmma % 
or Phenice , is uncertain. Some derive the word from one 
Phcenix ; others from the Greek word phoenix , fignifying a palm, 
as if that tree remarkably abounded here. Some again fuppofe 
uncertain, that Phcenice is originally a tranflation of the Hebrew word 

Edom , the coafts being peopled by the Edomites who fled hither 
from David. By the contraction of Canaan (for it was a part 
bf that land) it was alfo called Chna , and anciently Rhabbothk 


The ori¬ 
gin of the 
name of 

Pheet. 


t ncia 


Sidon. 


Colp 


Hebrew 


The f 


inonly called it Canaan , tho lome 

the name of Syrophcenice *. The 
**Yi-pndf*rl tn all the maritime conn 

Phili/i 


On 


Judaa 


names, and the other appellations, were moft generally fwal* 
lowed up by thofe of Syria and Palejline , the laft of which par¬ 
ticularly is very frequently ufed, by ancient writers, to fignify 
the land of the Phoenicians, and even all the coaft fouthward quite 
to Pelufiutn in Egypt, tho’ it now only means the land of Judrn^ 
or the Holy Land. 

The proper Phcenice was bounded on the weft bv the Md- 


the 


# / ✓ 
Antilibanus , and on the north 

Eleutherus , or, by the accoui 

by the ifland of Aratas. On 


Mela 


fripolis 

Ty 


--* '-- ■***£> v *** v ‘'7 

PalabybloSy Berytus , 


Orthofi 

SareU 


Sidori may properly enough be reckoned the metropolis of 
Phcenice , fince it feems to have been the oldeft city in this part, 
borrowing its name from Si don the eldeft fon of Canaan , who, 
they pretend, was its founder, which is not unlikely. It is 
feated on the fea-ftde, Is now called Seyde , and Maundrel informs 
us it is at this day pretty well flocked with inhabitants, but mucli 
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Tyre, anciently Sor, which name fignifies a rock. Is com¬ 
monly called the daughter of Sidon, from which it flood about 
200 furlongs fouthward. It mull be diftinguifhed into three dif¬ 
ferent cities in order of time, as Tyre on the continent, or Pa - 
ktyrus (old Tyre), Tyre on-the ifland, and Tyre on the penin- 

fuJa, after the ifland was joined to the continent. It. had two 

havens, formed by the ifthmus which joined the ifland to the 


s8j 


■loft 


open , which looked towards Egypt, 

After this ifthmus was 


thrown up. Tyre on the ifland and old Tyre on the main 
confidered but as one city, and were in circumference 19,000 
paces, that part on the ifland, confidered by itfelf, being only 
22 furlongs, or not quite three of our miles. Our modern ac¬ 
counts, however, make it much lels. According to them, the 


ifland, which is of a 


form 


hardly contains forty 


acres of ground ; and the old wall is {fill to be feen at the ut- 
moft margin of the land. Its narrow circumference probably 
was what induced them to build their houfes very lofty, and 
with more flories, we are told, than the houfes had at Rome *< 

Its buildings were in general fpacious and magnificent. Above 
the reft appeared the temple built by Hiram to ' 'Jupiter , Her¬ 
cules, and Aft arte , the walls of which were 150 feet high, pro- 
portionably broad, and firmly built of large blocks of ftone 
bound together with white plafter. The city is now called Sur, 
and is a mere heap of broken walls, pillars, vaults, &c. and 
its prelent inhabitants are only a few poor wretches, who har¬ 
bour themfelves in vaults, and fubfift by fifhing. 

Aradus , in the ifland of that name, tho* by i'ome reckoned a Aradu < 
part of Syria, was however by the Phoenicians counted as a part 
of their country. The ifland is about 20 furlongs from the 
ihore, and about feven furlongs in circumference ; fo that the 
inhabitants, for want of room, raifed their buildings very high. 

What is remarkable, we are told, when befieged they could 
draw up frefh water from the bottom of the fea, by the help of 
long tubes f. Bochart , with great probability, thinks this ifland, 
and that part of the continent oppofite to it, was the feat of the 
Canaanitijh tribe called Arvadites. 

Tripoli was at firft three diftinS cities, a furlong diftant from qy tt>0 n 
each other, but all within one common inclofure, inhabited by ” 
thr ee different colonies from Sidon, Tyre , and Aradus. It is ftill 
a confiderable place, and bears its old name. 

By bins, which was the feat of the famous fuperftition in me- »,// 

mory of Adonis , is reported to have been the firft city built in ^ Ut " 
this country. 

Barytas, which is faid to have been ftanding in the days of n 
Gbronus , muft not have been much inferior to Byhlus in antiquity. er? 
Under the Roman emperors the civil law was here taught in 


tus. 


tojeruf. 
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Greeks as it was at Rome in Latin. By whom the academy was 
founded, is not certainly known, hut that it flourifhed long 
before the reign of the emperor Diodeftan, is manifeft from a 
decree of that prince, who would allow no other academies 
but thofe of Rome, Bcrytns , and Conjlantinoplc to explain the 
laws. It is now called Band , or Beroot , but retains nothing 
of its antient felicity except the fituation. 

Sarepta , Z arpath, or Z arephath, flood between Si don and 
Tyre, but was fubjedt to the former city. The wine of Sarepta 
is commended by feveral writers of the later ages. Between 
this city and Tyre, a river called by modern geographers Eleu- 
therus falfus, empties itfelf into the fea, which however is not 
taken notice of by the antients, at leaft under that name. 

The bounds of midland Phoenicia cannot be accurately fixed. 
Ptolemy reckons in it the following towns, Area, Palcebyblm , 
(old Byblus) Gabala , and Ccefarea Panics. In the times of 
Chriftianity it was confiderably extended, and being confidered 
as a province of Syria, included not only Damafcus, but Pal¬ 
myra alfo. 

Soil and The foil of this country is good, and produ&ive of manv 
climate, neceflaries for food and cloathing. The air is wholefom, ana 

the climate temperate. It is plentifully watered by fmall rivers, 
which running down from mount Libanus, are fubjedt to over¬ 
flow in an immoderate degree, either increafed by the melting 
of the fnows on that mountain, or by heavy rains. 

, The fca on this coaft formerly abounded with a peculiar fort 
a . u !T of fifh, from which the Tyrians drew great profit and honour, 

curio i les. ^ u f in g them in dying thechoiceft purple. On the fhore there 

was a land wherewith the firft and beft glafs was made, a ftaple 
manufacture of this antient country. 

A few remains of the antient fplendor of this now defolate 
land are ftill extant. Near the ruins of the metropolitan church 
at Tyre is feen a column So feet long of one block of granite 
marble, which fome reprefent as a double, others as a triple 
pillar. Solvnsn’s citterns or wells, as they arc vulgarly called, 
are likewife remarkable. There are three of them entire at this 
day, within about two furlongs from the fea. The firft is an 
octagon, 2c yards in diameter, elevated on the fouth nine yards 
ibove tire ground, and on the north but fix. Its wall is 


Ruins of 

famous 

buildings. 


Cx 


only of gravel and pebbles, but fo firmly confolidated with 
a ftrong cement, that it feerrts to be an entire piece of rock. 
Upon the brink there is a walk round it 8 feet in breadth, and de¬ 
fending on the north by two fteps ; there is another walk 21 feet 
broad ; all which ftru£ture is hollow, and built over part of the 


water. This ciftern is fo plentifully fupplied, that though ther 

ififues from it a brook which drives four mills, it is always brim 
full. On the eaft fide an aqueduifl raifed about fix yards from 
the ground, and containing a channel one yard wide, runs from 
this ciftern to the two others, and receiving their waters by 
fmall channels, was continued feveral miles to the Ifihmuh 
over which it extended into the city. The current traanmn 
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j f that they were built by Solomon, and filled by a fubterrane- 
ous river which that wife king, by his great fagacity, difcovered 
to run under ground here. The country people fay, that no- 
yy could ever reach the; bottom of thefe wells, though the 
thing has been attempted by great lengths of line; but a mo¬ 
dern traveller confuted that opinion by a line ten yards in 
length. As the aqueduft appears as old as the citterns, and 
runs over the IJihmus , it is from thence concluded that they 
were not built till after the time of Alexander , by whom the 
Jflmus was raifed. Some footfteps of what Si don once was, 
are to be feen among the gardens, without the walls of the pre- 
fent city; fueh as beautiful columns, and other fragments of 
that kind ; and at Byblus are alfo many heaps of ruins and fine 
pillars fcattered up and down the gardens near the prefent 
town. On the continent, a little fouthward of the ifle of Ara~ 
are feveral antiquities of a very extraordinary kind. The 
firft is a dyke, ftretching in a direct line eaft and weft more 
than a furlong, cut out of the firm rock, 30 yards over at top, 
and Hoping downwards a great many’’ fteps runing the whole 
length of the wall, which breaks off at a flat marfhy ground 
within two furlongs of the fea. Secondly, a little to the fouth¬ 
ward of this dyke there is a court 55 yards fquare, cut alfo out 
of the natural rock, which on three fides ftands round it in 
the form of a wall, three yards high. The court to the north¬ 
ward is open, and about the centre of it a part of the rock, 
five yards and a half fquare, is left ftanding, and ferves for a 
pedeftal to a throne erected upon it. The throne is compofed 
of four large ftones built in the form of a tribunal, with a back 
and canopy. The ftone placed as a canopy is five yards and 
three quarters fquare. About half a mile to the fouthward of 
this court are two towers, fuppofed to be fcpulchral monu¬ 
ments ; for they ftand over an antient burying-place. The one 
is 33 feet high, including the pedeftal, which is in height 10.. 
feet, and 15 fquare. The other, which is about ten "yards 
from the firft, is a long cone, difeontinued at about the thirti 
part of its height, and capped as it were with the half of a 
globe. Under ground, near thefe pillars, are fquare chambers 
cut out of the hard rock, of convenient height for a man, and 
long cells branching out from them, varioufly difpofed, and 
of different lengths^ wherein the dead bodies are depofited. 

It is qniverfally agreed, that the antient Phoenicians were a The anti¬ 
branch of the Canaariites , and according to Bochart, they chang- quity of 
ed their original name to avoid the ignominy of the curfe de- the Pha- 
pounced o:i their progenitor. We may add, that their blood, nicians. 
in procefs of 'time, muft have been mixed with that of foreign¬ 
ers, as happens in all trading places. 

The Phoenician's were governed by kings, and their territory, Theirgo- 
KsfmaH'a flip'as it was, included the kingdoms of Si don, Tyre., vernment. 
Araclus , Berytus , and Byblus. They in this imitated the pri¬ 
mitive government of their forefathers, who, like the other Ca¬ 
vernites 3 were under many petty princes, to whom they al¬ 
lowed 
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lowed the fovereign dignity, referving to themfelves the natural 
rights and liberties of mankind. By their hiftory it appears, 
that even the kings of Sidon and Tyre, when in their zenith 
were far from being uncontroulable. None of their civil law 
or conftitutions have been handed down to us. 

In the infancy of their ftate, they, as well as the reft of their 
kindred, doubtlefs worfhiped the true God, whom, as is moft 
likely, they called Baal or Lord : but by degrees degenerating 
to the deification and worfhip of dead men, they became blind 
and perverfe idolaters. The chief of their deities, as they are 
found in their own records, are thefe, Beelfamen or Lord of 
Heaven, thereby meaning the fun ; Chronus , likewife dignified 
with the title of Baal, who probably was the Baal-berith or 
the. Chronus antiently worfhiped at Bcrytus ; Aft arte ; Chronus 
the fecond, likewife Baal; Zeus Belus , alfb Baal ; Apollo ; Me- 
licarthus, Melcartus, or Herculus *. 

How far they retained a due fenfe and notion of the true 
God in this their multifarious idolatry, is hard to determine. 
It is reported of the Egyptians, that amidft their endlefs poly- 
theifm, they ftill acknowledged one fupreme God $ and fince 
the religion of the old Phoenicians was in fubftance hardly dif¬ 
ferent from that of the Egyptians, it is very probable that their 
theory and doctrine agreed together as well as their practice 
and traditions. How they reprefented Beelfamen, we no where 
find. As they meant by him in a more efpecial manner the 
fun, whom they had daily before their eyes in all his glory, ’ti$ 
likely at firft they paid their addreffes to the luminary itfelf, 
though afterwards, perhaps, they reprefented it by idols, which 
they placed in their temples. Though we know nothing par¬ 
ticular of their idols, yet we may fuppofe they reprefented their 
different Baals, fuch as Baal-Bcrith , the Baal of Sidon , called 
Thalajfuis , or the fea Baal, and others under their proper at¬ 
tributes. In procefs of time their different Baals probably were 
each attributed by their refpe&ivc worfhipers to the fun, while 
the moon was aaored by the name of AJlartc ; for thefe two 
great luminaries feem to have been the chief obje£ts of their 
Worfhip. Baal is called fometimes a god and fometimes a 
goddefs, and on the other hand AJlarte is fometimes termed a 
goddefs and fometimes a god : but by the Phoenician mythology 
ine was indifputably a goddefs ; for there we find her men¬ 
tioned as the mother of many children. She is particularly 
called the goddefs of the Sidonians, and in Hchreiv, Afiotanw, 
Which fignifies flocks of fheep or goats; from whence fome 
have thought that fhe was reprefented under the form of a 
fheep, though others think fhe was fo called on account of the 
great numbers of vi&ims offered up to her. We are told, fte 
was reprefented in the fame manner with Ifis , with cow’s horns 
pn her head, and for the fame reafon, namely, to represent the 


Seld. de diis Syr. Bochart. Cumberland on Sanchon 

* . * . - • •. . ? - * - • :: r 



* - 



OF THE WORLD. 

*noon ? s increafe and decreafe; for fhe was undoubtedly confe- 
crated into that planet, and adored under the title of the Queen 
of Heaven. Thence it has been concluded, that fhe was the 
fame with Ifs, with the great Juno, and with the Grecian Io > 
turned into a cow, according to Bochart , who obferves, that 
the word Ajhtaroth _may be extended to herds in general. She 
was alfo the Phoenician Aphrodite or Venus , according to Cicero, 
who married Adonis ; fo that as (he went under different names, 
fhe was doubtlefs very varioufly reprefented. Under the cha¬ 
racter of Venus fhe was worfhiped in the ftar called Lucifer . 
She was neverthelefs pictured with arms as the goddefs of war*, 
and in her temple on mount Lihanus , where lhe was mourn¬ 
ing her loft Adonis, fhe was reprefented with her head mufled 
up in a veil, and leaning on her left hand f. She is faid to 
have confecrated Tyre, by depofiting a fallen ftar there. Apollo 
js taken for the Phut or Put of Mofes , whence the Pythius 
of the Greeks. He was in great repute among them; for we 
find the Tyrians , when befieged by Alexander, were fo much 
afraid that he fhould leave them and go over to the enemy, 
that they chained him with golden chains to the altar of Her¬ 
cules Melcartus , or Herculus , was the great and antient god 
of Tyre , the Tyrians reckoning him as old as their city, which 
Herodotus tells us, they faid had exifted 2300 years. They had 
a great veneration for him j but reprefented him under no 
form, and put no images in his temple. However, in the reign 
of Hiram, we will had that they deviated from this cuftom. 
Among th^i r gods may alfo be placed Adonis, Thammuz , or 
Ofiris, which three names certainly meant the fame obje$r, 
and two of them were formed into one by the people of Ama- 
thus in Cyprus, who worfhiped Adonoftris . The ceremonies per¬ 
formed in honour of the Egyptian Ofir is, and the beautiful 
Adonis begotten by Cinyras, an Affyrian, were almoft the fame. 
They had both their difappcarance or death ; there was a fearch 
after both with mourning, and they both had their invention 
with joy and gladnefs; fo that they may very reafonably be 
fuppofed the fame. The Phoenicians alfo had fmall idols cal¬ 
led Patesci , which they placed in the prows of their fhips. 
They were the tutelar gods of feafaring men, and carried 
about for protection from difafters of the lea. How nearly fo- 
ever the Phoenicians may have agreed with the Egyptians in the 
main points of their fuperftition, we do not read that they 
ever extended their worfhip, like them, to the inanimate 

creation. ' ‘ 

Baal had his prophets and priefts in great number. We 
read of 450 of them which were fed at 'Jezebel's table only. 
They were wont to offer burnt offerings and facrifices to this 
god, and to dance with violent gefticulations j but whether 
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round the altar, or over it, or upon it, is uncertain Having 
by this exercife and violent {training of their voices worked 
themfelves to the height of phrenzy, they began to cut their 

bodies with knives and lancets, and then betook themfelves to 
prophecy, or rather raving, as if poffeffed by fome invisible 
power. Such was their barbarous way of worfhip, which need 
not be wondered at, confidering their more barbarous cuftom 
in earlier days of facrificing even fuch perfons as were moft 
dear to them to appeafe or reconcile their falfe gods when they 
laboured under any public calamities. So barbarous a practice 
they had in common with the Egyptians ; but it was di{con¬ 
tinued here, as well as in Egypt , pretty early. 

AJiarte alfo had many prophets or priefts, 400 of whom were 
fupported hy^jfezebel. Our verfion calls them prophets of the 


groves ; but 


Selden has proved, by comparing many pafla- 



es of feripture together, that they were the priefts of AJiarte f. 
"here is no room to doubt but fhe was ferved with much form, 
pomp, and myftery; and women 
been employed to weave hangings or 


particularly 
ir tabernacle 


are faid to have 
es for her. When 


fhe was adored as queen of Heaven, they offered to her cakes 
prepared for that fervice with great ceremony. The children 
gathered the wood , and the fathers kindled the fire , and the women 
kneaded the doughy to make cakes for the queen of Heaven. They 
alfo burned incenfe, and poured out drink offerings to her, 
paying their homage in all probability to the moon itfelf as 
well as to the fun, thofe great lights being always confidered 
together. The pious Job joins them in the following words 
to acknowledge the danger of contemplating fuch beauties, and 
to difown his having yielded to the temptation, if I beheld the 
fun when it fijined , and the moon walking in brightnefs , and my 
heart hath bee?i fccrctly enticed , or my mouth hath kiffed ?ny hand ; 
this alfo were an iniquity. At Byblus fhe had a temple, and was 
worfhiped as the Venus of Adonis ; and at the annual time of 
lamenting that youth, fuch women as would not conform to 
the cuftom of (having their heads, were bound to proftitute 
their bodies one entire day for hire, the money thus earned be¬ 
ing prefented to the goddefs. Her temple at Aphac on mount 
Libanus , was a perfedb fink of lewdnefs, the moft fhameful 
commerce between the fexes being allowed within its profane 

Other temples fhe doubtlels had, and other rites; but 


s. 


wal 1 

it were in vain to attempt either to enumerate or diftinguifh 
them 


Though fhe is called the goddefs of the Sidonians , her 
principal temple feems to have been that built by Hiram at 
Tyre . 

After what manner they worfhiped their Apollo , is uncertain; 
but to their Hercules they are faid to have paid great honour 


ft 

n 


All who worfhiped him were clad uniformly in a ioofc flowm: 
garment of Egyptian linen. 'The fire of his altar never wenr 
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out. Thofe who offered incenfe to him, fhaved their heads* 
w ent barefoot, and were fuppofed pure from any pollution 
contra&ed from the other fex. Women were not allowed to 
enter into the temple, and fwine were carefully kept from ap¬ 
proaching it. 

We {hall now nnim our account of their religious ceremo¬ 
nies and practices, with, what they did in commemoration of 
Jdonis, or Ofiris , or Aclonofiris , or Thammuz , all which names, 
as we have already obferved, centered in one object. His fa¬ 
ther, they pretend, was one Cinyras an AJJyrian , who founded 
the city of Paphos in the ifland of Cyprus j and it is agreed 
that he was a moft beautiful youth. His birth and death are 
differently related. Some fay, that Venus was enamoured of 
him from his infancy, and committed the care of his educa¬ 
tion to Prefer pine, who afterwards, when he was grown up, 
refilling to deliver him, a difpute thence arofe between the two 
goddefles, which was decided by Jupiter. It was decreed, 
that the youth fhould be one third of the year with Proferpine y 
another with Venus , and the laft third he might difpofe of him- 
felf as he pleafed. Adonis taken with the charms of Vcnus y 
fpent two thirds of his time with that goddefs, which giving 
offence to Diana , flie fent a wild boar to put an end to his 
life Others fay he was the fon of Cinyras by his own daughr- 
ter Myrrh a ; and to conceal the guilt of fo, unlawful a com¬ 
merce, was expofed on the mountains, where he was nurfed 
by the nymphs, and became a great fportfman. Venus feeing 
him at his manly fport, fell in love with him, and admitted 
him to great intimacy with her, which raifing the jealoufy and 
refentment of Mars , he turned himfelf into a wild boar and 
llew him. The goddefs, unfpeakably grieved at the fad news, 
followed him to the {hades, and demanded him from Profer- 
incy who after forne difficulties agreed that he fhould have 
eave every year to be with Venus fix months. She upon this 
returned with joy to the earth again, acquainted her followers 
with her fuccefs, and ordained a feflival to be celebrated in 
commemoration thereoff. In confequence of this myfterious 
tradition, the women, at Byhlus efpecially, mourned annually 
for the death of Adonis , and rejoiced for his recovery. Adonis 
is alfo faid to have been the fon of an heathen king, whofe 
image the JewiJh women adored with {heading of tears, and even 
by offering facrifices to it %. 

Whoever he was, the fuperftition of mourning over him was 
univcrfally pradtifed by the women in thofe parts. They be¬ 
gan their outcries and lamentations as foon as they perceived 
the river Adonis to appear of a bloody hue, which it often did, 
oceafioned by a kind of minium wafhed into it by the land 
floods. The lamentations of a mother for the lols of her only 
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fon, could not be more loud or tender. They then proceed¬ 
ed to their faerifices of the dead, having firft difciplined them- 
felves by whipping, and the next day pretending him to be re¬ 
vived and afcended through the ai r t© the upper regions, they 
lhaved their heads, as the Egyptians did for the lofs of Apis, 
Some relate, that during the folemnity, on a certain night, they 
laid an image in a bed, over which they made long and fad 
lamentations ; then light being brought in, the prieft anointed 


alfiftants 


was 



their forrow was turned into joy, and the image taken as it 
were out of its iepulchre. Many other idle and fuperftitious 
ceremonies were performed at this feftival, which has made fa 
tailing an impreflion on the women of thofe parts, that fome 
traces of it are kept up by them of Aleppo to this day 

There are different ways of allegorizing this hiftory. Admit 
was the fun; Venus reprefented the upper hemifphere of the 


earth, or what we think lo ; Proferpine 


% 


Their arts 


he was with Proferpine ; when he was in the li 
Venus ; and by the boar that flew Adonis , they underflood 
winter +. By Adonis fometimes alfo were meant the fruits of 
the earth, which are for one while buried, but at length ap¬ 
pear flourifhing to the fight. Doubtlefs there was great varia¬ 
tion among thofe who received this piece of fuperftition, when 
they talked of what it meant, and why it was praCtifed. Plu¬ 
tarch takes Adonis to be Bacchus. Ofiris was both the fun and 
Adonis , and was buried, according to Lucian , at Byblus . The 
word Adonis , as well as Baal , imports Lord. 

Herodotus fuppofes the Phoenicians to have been circumcifed: 
but yofepbus relates, that none of the nations included under 
the vague names of Palejline and Syria, ufed that rite, the Jews 
excepted. They abftained from the flelh of fwine. 

Much is faid of the Phoenicians , their arts, fciences, and ma- 


mg 


and learn* nufaCtures ; but as what we find concerning them is couched 

in general terms only, we cannot condcfcend to particulars. 
The Sidonians , under which denomination it was antiently 
ufual to comprehend all the Phoenicians , were of a moft happy 
genius and frame of mind. Arithmetic and aftronomy either 
took rife among them, or were brought by them to great per¬ 
fection. From them thofe excellent fciences, together with 
their letters, flowed into Greece . They were from the begin¬ 
ning addicted to philofophical exercifes of the mind, infomuch, 
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he propofed to him *. In latter ages alfo both Tyre and Sidon 

produced their philofophers, Boethus and Diodatus of Sidon , 

Jntipater and Apollonius of Tyre. Their language, which was 
common to the other Canaanites , was a dialect of the Hebrew. 

Their letters or characters were either the fame, or very like 
to the Samaritan characters. 

However eminent they were for their learning and Ml in Their ma. 
the fciences, it is however probable they excelled much more nufatturec* 
in the labours of the hand than in thofe of the head. The 
glafs of Sidon , the purple of Tyre, and the exceeding fine linen 
they wove, were the produCt of their own country and their 
own inventions. For their extraordinary Ml in working of 
metals, in hewing of timber and ftone, in a word, for their 
perfeCt knowledge of what was folid, great and ornamental in 
architecture, we need only put the reader in mind of the large 
(hare they had in ereCting and decorating the temple at Jeru¬ 
salem under their king Hiram. So remarkable and famous 
were they for their proficiency in the arts, that whatever was 
elegant, great or pleafing, either in apparel, veflels, or toys, 
was diftinguifhed by way of excellence with the epithet of 
Sidmian. 

When we confider them as merchants, they may be faid to Th e j r ex4 
have engrofled for a long time all the commerce of the weftern ten fi ve 
world. As navigators, they were the boldeft and moft expe- tra d e . 
rienced, and the greateft difcoverers of the antient times, hav¬ 
ing, for many ages, no rivals. As planters of colonies, they 
did fo much, that it is fur prizing how they could furnifti fuel* 
fupplies of people, and not wholly depopulate their final 1 ter¬ 
ritory, which was little more than the flip of ground between 
mount Libanus and the fea. They were probably at firft fur- 
nilhed with eaftern and other commodities by the Syrians , as 
the productions of the natural growth of their own territory 
would not be confiderable. Perceiving by degrees how accep¬ 
table thefe commodities would be in foreign parts, they turn¬ 
ed all their thoughts to trade and navigation, being prompted 
by the great number of convenient harbours on their coaft, 
and the excellent materials for fhip-building on the neighbour¬ 
ing mountains. At the fame time applying themfelves to manu¬ 
factures, they quickly extended their commerce, and brought 
themfelves to be conndered as the firft of the earth for riche* 

Hid fplendor, if not for power. 

The Edomites, who fled thither in the time of David, feem 
to have communicated td the Phoenicians a knowledge of the 
led lea, and of the fouth parts of Arabia, Egypt , and Ethiopia , 
rhich coafts were before unknown to them. They were en¬ 
vied probably by this information, to undertake the voyages 
o thofe parts for Solomon and Pharaoh Necho. They affeCted 



* Menand. & Dius ap. Jofeph, 1. viii. & cont. Ac. 1. i. Strabo 
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no empire but that of the fea, fought to enlarge no other do- 
minion, and feem to have aimed at nothing but the peaceable 
enjoyment of their commerce, upon the advancement of which 
all their thoughts were fixed. They traded to all the known 
parts they could reach ; to the CaJJiterides , or Britijh ifles, and 
to many other places in the Atlantic ocean, both to the north 
and fouth of the Streights mouth, and into all the ports of the 
Mediterranean , the Black fea, and the lake Mcsotis. In all 
thefe parts they had fettlements and correfpondents, from 
which they drew what was ufeful to themfelves, or might be 
io to others, exercifing in their full latitude the three great 
branches of trade, importation, exportation, and tranfporta- 
tion. The traffic they carried on by land in Syria, Mesopota¬ 
mia, AJfyria, Babylonia, Perfia , and Arabia , and even in India, 
was of no lefs extent; fo that their country became a great 
ftorehoufe, capable to adminifter to the neceffities or luxury 
of all nations, their merchants being mentioned in feripture 
as equal to princes. 

As to their fhipping, we may obferve that their larger em¬ 
barkations confifted of vellels of two forts, namely, round {hips 
or gauli, and long {hips or triremes , which in time of an en¬ 
gagement were drawn up in the middle of the line, while the 
gauli were placed in the wings at a fmall diftance from each 
other. If at any time their {hips bound on a voyage obferved 
that a Arranger kept them company, or followed them in their 
track, they were fure to get rid of him if they could, or de¬ 
ceive him if poffible, in which they went fo far as to venture 
the lofs of their {hips, and even their lives. As they grafped 
at the whole commerce of the then known world, they wanted 
to difeourage other nations from expofing themfelves to the 
clangers of the fea ; for which purpofe they affedted piracy, or 
pretended to be at war with Inch as they met when they 
thought themfelves Aron geft. Great part of their wealth was 
owing to their manufacture for purple, the AAi which ferved 

them for dying that colour being then found on their coafis; 
though it is now either loft, or the prefent inhabitants know 
not how to catch it. An antient author attributes the diilb- 


Iutcnefs of Tyre to its great number of dyers. In the fervice 

of Ncchtis king of Egypt , v/e have feen, that in a voyage to the 

eaftern coafts of Africa , they doubled the cape of Good Hope, 

and in three years arrived again in Egypt by the Mediterranean . 

We cannot however agree with the learned Ihidius, that the 

Phoenicians frequently failed from the Mediterranean round the 

cape of Good Hope to the Eq/l-Indie; , as the India commodities 

would be furnifhed to them much more conveniently by 

the Red Sea , and Syria. Such a courfe would not have efcaped 

the knowledge of Herodotus, who even disputes the credibility 

of the account of the tailors in the fervice of Necho , who al 

their return related that they had feen the fun at mid-day in 
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the north, which we know is a confequence of their having 
crofled the equator *. 

Before we enter upon the hiftory of the Phoenician kings, we Their hif- 
lhall fhortly mention the dark and fabulous account of the fa- t0 ry 
mily of Agenor> the firft king of Phcenice , taken notice of by 
the Greeks. According to Apollodorus, Agehor and JBelus were The fabu~ 
the fons of Neptune by Lybia the daughter of Epaphus, a king of i 0lls ac 
part of Egypt. Belus reigned ill Egyptj and was the father of count 0 f 
Egyptus and Danaus j but Agenor leaving his native country, fet- j„ enor 
tied in Phcenice, where he became the father of a numerous race. * 

Authors are not agreed as to the number of his wives or children. 

Some mention a fifth wife, and fome even a fixth. His children 
were Europa, Ifcea, Melia, Cadmus, Phoenix, Cilix, Tbafus, Ca¬ 
rina, Tyrus, and others. His daughter Europa being ftolen by 
Jupiter in the fhape of a bull, that is, in a fhip named the 
bull, and carried into Crete, Agenor , who was thereat extremely 
grieved, fent his fon Cadmus with a great fum of money in 
quell: of her i but he not finding her, nor daring to return home 
without, her, refolved to fettle elfe where. He accordingly 
failed with his followers to Thrace, and afterwards to Bceotia , 
from whence he drove out the Hyantes , and built a city which 
he called Cadjnea, allowing the Aones, who f ubmitted to him, 
to inhabit with his Phcenicia?is. Laius, the fon of his grand fon, 
was afterwards expelled by Amphion and Zethus , who called the 
city Thebes, in honour of their aunt Thebe. 

IJaa and Melia, two other daughters of Agenor , married 
their coufin-germans AEgyptus and Danaus . Ctlix is laid by 
Apollodorus to have fettled in Cilicia. Thafus, according to the 
fame author, and Paufanius built the city of Thafos in Thrace „ 

Phoenix is fuppofed by the Greeks to have fucceeded his father 
in the kingdom of Sidon, to which he afterwards gave his own 
name. Eufebius adds, that he was the firft that found out the 
fcarlet colour, which was at firft called Phcenicius, and with a 
fmall alteration afterwards, Puniceus color. 

The next king of Sidon mentioned by the antient Greeks is 
Phalis, who flourifhed about the time of the Trojan war. He 
is honoured by Homer with the title of mojl iliujlrious , and is 
laid to have been a faithful ally of the Greeks 

There is fuch a difagreement among authors relating to 
Agenor and his defendants, that their accounts are no ways 
to be depended upon, being interwoven and darkened with 
fiutnberlds fables, which it is not worth while to attempt the 
unravelling of. That we might not feem to confound true 
and fabulous accountSj we have therefore placed theie latter 
apart by themfelves. 

Pbaenice, as we have fa'id,. was divided into fcveral ftnall king- Their true 
corns, Kefides the kings of Sidon and Tyre mentioned in ferip- hiftory. 



1. ii. & iv. Huet. hid. du commerce des Anc. Polyaen. 1. vi. 
f Homer. OdyjX iv, 6 z . tkc alfo Di&ys cret, 1. i. 
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ture, we read of Elbafus king Berytus, to whom Sancboniaiho , 
according to Eufebius, dedicated his hiftory; of Erylus king of 
Bybins, and of other Phoenician kings whole dominions were 
confined to the narrow bounds of one city and its territory. 
Of all the kings of Phcenice, thole of Si don. Tyre , and Arad 
feem to have been the moft powerful and wealthy, and make 
the belt figure in hiftory. But their lueceftions, and the years 
of their relpeclivc reigns, cannot be afeertained, their records, 
which were faithfully kept, being now no more. It is even 
impoluble to fix the chronology ol their beft and cleareft times. 
We mull therefore content ourfclves with the imperfect ac¬ 
counts relating to them which occur in hiftory. ^ 

Si don, the eldeft fon of Canaan , was, according to Jofephm, 
the founder, and very likely the firft king of this city. As to 
his actions or the years of his reign, we are left quite in the 
dark. Neither are we better acquainted with the kings who 
fucceeded him ; for though the S'tdonians are mentioned in the 
hiftories of Mofes, Jojhua , and the Judges , yet we find not in 
holy writ exprefs mention made of their kings till the time of 
the prophet Jeremiah , by whom we learn, that the king of 
Siacn fent ambafladors to Zedekiab to propofe a league againft 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. 

Their next king we find mentioned in hiftory is Tetram- 
nejhis , who affifted Xerxes in his expedition againft Greece with 
300 galleys, and by Herodotus is reckoned among the chief com¬ 
manders of the Perfian navy. 

Tcnnes appears next; but to whom he fucceeded, is uncer¬ 
tain. The Sidonians and other Phoenicians in his reign not be¬ 
ing able to bear the opprefiive and tyrannical behaviour of their 
Perfian governor, entered into a confederacy with Ncfimdh 
king of Egypt, and role up in arms againft Darius Ochus. Nec- 
tanebis at that time was threatned with an invafton from Da¬ 
ri us, therefore to keep the feat of war at a diftance from his 
own dominions, he lent 4000 Greeks to the afliftance of the 
Phoenicians under Mentor the Rhodian. Tcnnes, in the me;ui 
time, had fitted out a powerful fleet, and raifed a confiderable 
army ; and being joined by the Greeks, he foon routed the go¬ 
vernors of Syria and Cilicia, and drove the Perfians quite out 
of Phcenice. Darius, alarmed at the progrefs of the Phoenicians, 
and exafperated at their infulting behaviour to thofe Perfians 
that fell into their hands, raifed an army of 300,000 foot and 
30,000 horfe, and marched in perfon into Phoenicia. Upon his 
approach, Mentor the Rhodian bafely entered into a private 
treaty with him to deliver up Sidon , and even prevailed with 
Tenv.es to be a partner in his treafon. The Sidonians , in 
the mean time, were preparing with the utmoft vigour 
for a gallant defence; but all was to no purpofc ; for the 
Perfians no fooner drew near the city, than Tcnnes pretend¬ 
ing to go to the general aflembly of the Phoenicians, went vntn 
about 600 men to the Perfian camp, 100 of whom were prin¬ 
cipal citizens, and were immediately put to death by Ochus a> 
1 authors 
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authors of the rebellion. FTve hundred other citizens of chief rank 
who came out foon after with olive-branches in their hands, were 
alfo put to death. Ocbus arid Tames then marched out at the 
head of the Perfian army towards the city, and were admitted 
without the leail oppofition by Mentor , who was in pofieftion 
of one of the gates. The diilovery of the treachery of Tames , 
had greatly terrified and confounded the Sidonians ; but now, 
feeing themfelves a fecond time betrayed, and the enemy with¬ 
in their walls, they relolved to deilroy themfelves as they had 
no means of elcaping ; for upon the approach of the Pei fens, 
they voluntarily burnt all their fhips, that they might be ex¬ 
cited to a more vigorous defence. They accordingly fet fire 
to their houles, and were all ccnfiumed with them, to the num¬ 
ber of 40,000 men, befides women and children. Tames did 
not outlive the ruin which by his treachery he had brought 
upon his country ; for Ochus detefting his pedkly, ordered him 
to be put to death. There were vail- riches of gold and filver 
in Sidou when this calamity happened to it, which being all 
melted down by the flames, Ocbus fold the afhes of the city for 
great fums of money. The total deflruClion of Si don fo ter¬ 
rified the other Phoenicians, that they immediately fubmitted, and 
made their peace upon the beft terms they could with 
who being intent on marching againft Ncflancbis, more 
compounded with the Phoenician cities. Thus all 
was again brought under the Perfian yoke, and the predictions 
of the prophets touching the deitru&ion of hi don fulfilled. 

When the city was confirmed, many Sidonians were abfent 
on traffic, and returning afterwards, rebuilt the city, Ochits Bef Civ 
being then returned to Pafia. The government was committed 451. 
to Strato ; and not many years after, when Alexander the great Strato. 
arrived in their country, they voluntarily fubmitted to him irom 
their hatred of the Perjians. Strato , it feems, did not approve, 
of this refolution ; for we are told Alexander deprived him of Bef. Civ 
the crown, becaufe he fubmitted not of his own accord, but 353. 
at the inftigation of the citizens. Theopompus , as quoted by 
Atheiiaus , gives him the charadler of a moil lewd and volup¬ 
tuous prince, and relates, that to have an opportunity of chufing 
the moil beautiful women for his own ufe, he inflituted public 
fports for them, confiiling chiefly of dancing and iinging. 

Alexander having depofed Strata , gave Hep haft i 0 power toi 
heftow the crown of Si don upon which of his friends he pleafed. 

Hcphajiio thereupon named to the royal dignity one of the 
chief citizens, in whofe houfe he then lodged and was fp'len- 
didly entertained. T he citizen, not at all dazzled at the light 

a crown, returned his generous gueft a thoufand thanks : 
at the fame time earneffiy begged he would excufe him from 
alfuming a dignity to v/hich he had no title, as not being of 
the royal family. Hephccjiio , not a little furprized at this an- 
fvver, which he found to be fincere, then defired the Sidonian 
to name fome one of the royal race whom he thought worthy 
sfthe regal dignity. He accordingly named Ballonymus , a man 
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of an unblemifhed character, but fo poor, that he was reduced 
to maintain himfelf by his daily labour. His poverty and mean 
condition, however, were no objections to Hepbaftio, who 
immediately difpatched a meffenger to him with the royal 
robes. The meffenger found him all in rags, drawing water 
in a garden as a common labourer. Being acquainted with his 
affumption to the throne, he made no difficulty of accepting 
the new dignity, and proceeding to the city, was received by 
Hephajlio with all the marks of diftincftion due to his charac¬ 
ter, and proclaimed king in the forum amidft the fhouts and 
acclamations of the people *. The fame occurrence is related 
with very little variation by Plutarch , Juft in , and Curtins. All 
that we know of his reign is, that to the laft he proved faithful 
to the Macedonians , to whom he was indebted for his crown. 

We {hall now proceed to give an account of the kings of 
Tyre. There are no memorials extant of any of the Tyrian 
princes before Abibal , with whom Jofephus ana Theophilus An- 
tiochenus begin the fucceffion they have furnifhe^ us with from 
Menander the Ephefian and Dins , both authors, as Jofephus 
calls them, of unqueffionable credit. Dius was by birth a 
Phoenician , and wrote the hiftory of Tyre extracted from the 
public records carefully preferved in that city; and Menander 
compiled the lives of princes from the public archives of the 
places he treats of. The fir ft king Jofephus and Theophilus 
mention from thefe hiftorians, is Abibal , or Abehnal, who was 
cotemporary with David , and probably joined with the neigh¬ 
bouring nations againft him, and David counts the inhabitants 
of Tyre among his enemies. How long he reigned, is uncertain. 

He was fucceedcd by his fon Hiram , fometimes called Imn> 
Chiramusy Hieromus , and Hieromenus. This prince maintained 
a ftridt friendfhip with king David, to whom he fent ambafla- 
dors, probably to congratulate him upon his victory over the 
Jebujites, whom he had then driven from the ftrong hold of 
Z ion, and to conclude an alliance with him. He prefented 
him with cedar trees, and fent fkilful workmen to build him 
a palace in Jerufalem. Upon the death of David, and theac- 
ceffion of Solomon , Hiram lent a congratulatory embaffy to the 
new king, from whom, upon the return of his ambaffadors, he 
received a letter, informing him, that he intended to build a 
temple to God, and defiring him to allow fome of his fubjects 
to afiift in the work, and to. furnifh him with cedars from 
Lebanon. Hiram was much pleafed with Solomon’s letter, and 
returned an anfwer that he would willingly perform what he 
defired, on condition that Solomon would fend him a fufficient 
provifion of corn for his houfhold. He accordingly fent cedar 
and fir-trees to Solomon , and received from him a yearly pre- 
fent of 20,000 meafures of wheat, and 20 meafures of pure 
oil. Jofephus allures us, that the originals of the two letters 
were extant in his time, both in the Jewifh and Tyrian records, 
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Befides the cedar wood and other materials for building the 
temple) from his friendfhip and kindnefs to Solomon , he fent him 
a man who was very famous at Tyre for working in gold, filver, 
and other metals, to affift and direct him in that great under¬ 
taking ; advancing, moreover, 120 talents of gold for the finifbr 
ir.g of the fabrick. Solomon , in gratitude for his friendly af- 
fiftance, made him a prefent of twenty cities in the land of 
Galilee , not far from Tyre ; but Hiram , upon viewing the ci¬ 
ties, not being greatly pleafed with them, declined the pre¬ 
fent in a refpedlful manner ; from which refufal that part of 
the country was called Cabal , that is, dijpleafing. Hiram 
proved no lefs ferviceable to Solomon in the building his fleet 
than in perfe&ing the grand work of the temple. He no fooner 
heard that Solomon defigned to build a fleet at Elath and Ezion - 
geber, two feaport towns on the Red Sea, in order to carry on 
a trade from thence to Ophir , but he generoufly furnifhed him 
with as many builders and flhipwrights as he had occafion for, 
and fent him alfo fkilful mariners to condudf his fleets to the 
land of Ophir . 

Dius , as quoted by Jofephus , tells us, that the love of wif- 
dom was the chief inducement to that tendernefs and friend- 
Ihip betwixt Solomon and Hiram ; that they interchanged cer¬ 
tain riddles to be unfolded, upon condition, that he who failed 
of the folution, fhould incur a forfeiture. Riddles were alfo 
propofed to Solomon by the Tyrian Abdemonus , as we have al¬ 
ready mentioned. Under Hiram , the kingdom of Tyre was in 
a very flourifhing condition. He enlarged Tyre, and repaired 
and improved divers cities in the eaftern parts of his domini¬ 
ons. He built two temples, one to Hercules and another to 
djlarte , and is faid to have repaired the temples of other gods, 
and to have enriched them with offerings to a very great value. 

The only military expedition in which we fmd him engaged, 
was againlt the Eyceans , who refufing to pay their ul'ual tri¬ 
bute, in a very ffiort time were reduced by him. 

Tatian , on the authority of three Phoenician hiftorians, re¬ 
lates, that king Hira?n gave his daughter in marriage to Solo¬ 
mon, who by her was induced to worfhip Ajbteroth , the god- 
defs of the Sidonians *. Hiram lived 53 years, and reigned 34. 

He was fucceeded by his Ion Baleazer , Baleajtarias, or Bazor, Ba J eaz r c 
who, according to Jofephus , reigned feven years; but feventeen jdef. <ja. 
according to Theophilus, and died in the 43d year of his age. 1012. 

Abdajlartus fuccceded his father Baleazer, and died m the A^dajlar 
20th year of his life, and the 9th of his reign, according to /«/. 
jofephus. Theophilus , however, fays he died at the age of 54, 
after having reigned 12 years. He was murdered by his nurfe's 
four fons, the eldeft of whom ufurped the kingdom, and go¬ 
verned twelve years. 

* Tatian. oiat. cont. Grrccos. 
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Af actus. Ajlartus , the brother of Abdajlartus 
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his family, lived 66 years, and reigned 12. 


years, and reigned 12. 


or AJlarimus lived, fays Jofephus , 54. 
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Pbelies , who took the government upon him in the 50th year 


of his age. 
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Ithobai is called in feripture Ethbaal , and filled kino- of the 


Sichniam. Jojcphus, who lays he lived 6d years, and reigned 
52, gives him the title of king of Tyre and Si don ; whence it 

Si don, in his time, was lubjedt to Tyre. 

Phoenicia, and Auzaics 
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z the] was wife to Achab king of I (rad. 

Alter him his fon Badezor , or Barer, reigned, according to 
yd-pons, 6 years, and lived 45. 

ills fon lit:tiinus fucceeded him, and reigned 9 years, fays 
yefepbm j 29 fays Tbeophilus. He died in the 32d year of his 
age, leaving behind him two fons, Pygmalion and Barca, a 
as many daughters, Eliza and Anna. 

Pypmalion atvended the throne on the death of his father 
Mcttinus , be ing at that time very young, that is, 16 accortl- 
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Pygmalion coveting the immenfe riches of her 
hufband and unde Si chants , a prieft of Hercules invited him 


one day to hunt with him, and while the attendants Were ab- 



JuJiin and Virgil 

fay, that Sichmus was barbaroufly murdered at the altar by 
Pygmalion. However it be, the tyrant reaped' no fruit from 
his wicked attempt. His filer Eli fa, a woman of great faga- 
riiyand penetration, difeovoring clearly what had prompted 
him to the murder of her hufband, formed a defign of leaving 
Tyre ; but that fne might fave herfdf and her treafures from 
the tyrant, fne concealed all refenlment for the death of her 
hufband, and only aiked leave 


to retire with her effedls to 


Charta , a 1'mall city between Si don and Tyre, as if to live there 
With her brother Barca. Pygmalion granted her demand, in 
hopes of having an opportunity of laying his hands upon her 
treafures; but her brother Barca and feveral fenators being alfo 
engaged in her defign, they were all embarked with their efteAs, 
and her fleet out of light, before the tyrant thought file had be¬ 
gun to put her defign in execution. Enraged at the difap- 
pointment, lie immediately ordered a fleet tf be fitted out to 
purlue the fugitives ■, but was prevented by the tears of his 

motlu-r 
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mother and the threats of an oracle. The adventurers firft put 
in to the ifland of Cyprus , from whence they carried off a great 
number of young women, and afterwards proceeding weftward, 
landed on the coaft of Africa near Utica , and founded Carthage , 
a city which in after ages contended for the empire of the 
world with Rome. Pygmalion is faid by Stephanas to have built 
the city of Carpajia in the ifland of Cyprus. He fent alfo to the 
temple of Hercules at Gades , a rich donative, being the figure 
of an olive tree of maflive gold, of moft exquifite and curious 
workmanfhip; its berries, which were of emerald, bearing a 
wonderous refemblance to the natural fruit of that tree. 

The next king of Tyre we find mentioned in hiftory is Elu- Elulausi 
fans , who reigned in the time of Shaltnanefer king of Ajfyria. 

Elulcetis having reduced Gath , the Gittites applied for fuccour 
to Shaltnanefer , who accordingly marched at the head of a 
powerful army into Phcenice ; but coming to an accommo¬ 
dation with the king of Tyre , he again withdrew his troops. 

Not long after Sidon , Arce, Palatyrus , and feveral other mari- g e f Qi. 
time towns, revolting from the- Tyrians, and proclaiming Sbal- 
manefer their king, a new war on this occafion broke out be¬ 
twixt the Tyrians and the AJJyrians . Shaltnanefer was fully bent 
upon reducing the Tyrians , the only people in Phasnice that 
difputed his power and authority; for which purpofe he or¬ 
dered a fleet of 60 fail to be fitted out againft them. This 
fleet, however, was routed and difperfed by the Tyrians with 
only twelve veffels, and 500 of the rowers being alfo taken 
prifoners, the victory gained the Tyrians fuch a reputation for 
naval affairs, that Shalmancfer , dreading to engage them at fea, 
turned the fiege into a blockade, and returned into Affyria. 

The Tyrians were in time reduced to great diftrefs, but by 
digging wells within the city, were enabled to hold out for the 
fpace of five years, when Shaltnanefer dying, the fiege was raifed, 

Elulcvus reigned 30 years. 

Ithobal II. reigned in the time of Nebuchadnezzar , who was Ithobal ll. 
employed no lefs than 13 years in the fiege of Tyre. Ithobal , 
according to the prophet Ezekiel , was a moft proud, arrogant, Bef. Ch. 
afliiming prince, pretending to know all fecrets, to be as wife 585. 
as Daniel ', and even ranking himfelf among the gods, which 
was the caufe of his deftrudfion, becaufc thou hajlfet ihinc heart as 
the heart of God — therefore thou Jhalt die the death of them that 
are fain in the midjl of the fea s ; from whence we may conclude 
he was flain by the AJJyrians. When Nebuchadnezzar made 
himfelf mafter of Tyre , moft part of the citizens had removed 
with their effedts elfewhere, fo that he had nothing but an 
empty town for his pains, as is plain from feripture, Nebuchad- p e f. Ch. 
nezzur caufcd his army to ferve a great fer-vtce againjl Tyrus — 572. 
yet had he no wages nor his army for Tyrus. The conqueror 
therefore vented his rage upon the buildings and the few inha¬ 
bitants that were left, razing the town to the ground, and put¬ 
ting all he found in it to the fword ; which terrible overthrow 
had been foretold by feveral prophets. 

O 4 The 
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The 


Ty 


was held by feveral temporary magiftrates 


Suffet, 


Hebrew word Shophetim, 
the very name whereby the chief governors of Ifrael were called 
for feveral generations before they had kings *. The fcripture 
at the fame time informs us, that Nebuchadnezzar utterly deftroy- 
ed Tyre-, therefore we may conclude, that the Tyrians , before 
the deftrudtion of their city, had retreated with their effe&s to 
anifland within half a mile of the fhore. where thev built 


Ty 


It is likely, however, that they fubmitted to the con- 


queror, and that after Baal's death, the government was con- 
Tyre go- ferred on temporary magiftrates called Suffetes, to render th» 

* f 4 i * i * jf rr* • t ^ 


vemed by city more dependant on the AJjy 


judge?. 


Baal reigned ten years, 


Balator 

king. 


Biroin. 


Marten, 


ntr&is 


and upon his death the city was governed by the following 
Suffetes, namely, Ecnibal , two months j Chelbes , ten months; 
the high prieft * 'Abbar , three months; Myttonus and Gerajlus , 
two brothers, fix years. 

After Tyre had been thus governed for fome years, Balator 
was created king ; but both he and his fueceffors, for the fpace 

rr m • « • * 


Ally 


Merbal. Ty 


year, the 
cigning four 


years, was fucceeded by his brother Irotn , or Hiram , who 
reigned twenty years. In the fourteenth year of Hiram’s reign, 
Cyrus, according to the Phoenician annals, laid the foundation 


rfian 


oeverai years arcer Hiram , reigned Marten, who ierved in 
the navy of Xerxes againft the Greeks, and with the other com¬ 
manders advifed him to engage the Grecian fleet at Salmis. 


The Tyrian princes were at thi 


s 


Pcrfii 


their naval expeditions. 


atly favoured by 
ndered them in 


Much about this time reigned Strata, whofe elevation to the 
throne is thus related by yujhn. The Tyrian flaves, who were 
very numerous, formed a confpiracy againft their mafters, and 
maffacring them all in one night, Strata alone excepted, took 
poffeflion of the city and married their miftrefles. Revolving 
then to create a king, they agreed that they would fubmit to 
him who next morning fhould firft fee the riling fun, as the 
perfon moft acceptable to the gods. - They accordingly all 
affembled in an open plain about midnight, when Strata’s Have, 
who had privately confulted with his mafter, whom he kept 
concealed, turned his face to the weft, for which he was looked 
upon as a madman by the reft of the multitude. When day 
appeared, however, he was the firft that difeovered the fun's 
rays upon the high edifices of the city. He was then highly 




Prid. Connett. vol. i. p, 129, 







201 


OF THE WORLD. 

applauded by his companions, who, convinced that the thought 
was too ingenious to enter into the mind of a flave, obliged him 
at length to confefs he had been inftru&ed by his mafter, whom, 
in gratitude for his humanity and kindnefs, he had faved, toge¬ 
ther with his fon. The multitude looking upon the malter 
as one preferred by a particular providence of the gods, imme¬ 
diately proclaimed him their king *. This is all we know of 
Strata. His defcendants enjoyed the throne of Tyre for feveral 
venerations till the time of Alexander the Greats when one Azel- 

niic reigned. From the Hand the Tyrians made againft that vi&o- Azelmic 
rious prince, we may judge of their flourifhing condition at that 
time; they having flopped the courfe of his whole army full 

feven months. 

When Alexander approached their territories, the Tyrians fent Tyre be¬ 
en t ambafladors to meet him (amongft whom was the Icing’s fieacd by 
own fon) with prefentsfor himfelf, and p^ovifions for his army; Alexander. 
but when he defired to enter the city, under pretence of offer- B e f. chr.* 
ing facrifices to Hercules , they refufed him admittance; which ^ 
refufal provoked that fuccefsful conqueror to fuch a degree, that 
he refolved to ftorm the city, and enter it by force. The Ty¬ 
rians, confidering the ftrong fituation of their city, and trufting 
to the affiftance of the Carthaginians , were not terrified by Alex¬ 
ander's threats, but were refolved to defend themfelves with the 
utmoft vigour. Alexander was determined, at any rate, to re¬ 
duce the city, notwithftanding the enterprize to appearance was 
impracticable ; and as he could not make his approaches but by 
a mole carried on from the continent, he undertook fo grand 
and difficult a work. He was fupplied with fiones from the 
ruins of old Tyre, and with timber from mount Libanus ; and 
the inhabitants of the neighbouring cities aflifted in the work. 

The Tyrians at firft looking upon the undertaking as a rafh and 
defperate attempt, ridiculed and inful ted the Macedonians ; but 
feeing the mole, contrary to their expectation, beginning in fome 
parts to appear above water, they refolved to fend their wives and 
children, and fuch as were unfit for fervice, to Carthage ; but were 
prevented by the arrival of Alexander's fleet from Cyprus: neither 
could the Carthaginians afiift them with the promifed fuccours, 
being detained at home bydomeftic troubles. The Tyrians, never- 
thelefs, fainted notin their refolution of ftanding to their defence, 
and by various ftratagems and fire fliips, obftruCted the works of 
the befiegers, very many of whom they flew, by fhowers of ar¬ 
rows from their {hips and walls. After the caufey, with unwearied 
labour and great lofs of men, had been brought near the city, it 
was in great part demolifhed and carried away by a violent 
ftorm. This unlucky accident perplexed Alexander to fuch a 
degree, that he began to repent he had undertaken the fiege. He 
was deterred, however, from fending ambafladors to the Tyrians 
with offers of peace, as they had thrown headlong into the fea 
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thofe who before the fiege had come in his name to fummon them 
to furrender. Being at the fame time fully apprized, that the 
future progrefs of his arms intirely depended on the fuccefsofthe 
prefent undertaking, he reaffumed the work with redoubled ar¬ 
dour, and Avith incredible expedition repaired the breach which 
the fea had made in the mole. The caui'ey being again advanced 

almoft clofe to the city, his battering engines began to play 
againft the walls, while the archers and dingers poured in 
fhowers of arrows and {tones into the city. The Tyrians de¬ 
fended themfelves by many artifices, and, with inconfiderable 
lofs to themfelves, killed many of the befiegers. That part of 
-their wall expoled to the battering engines beginning at length 
to yield, they raifed, in a very fhort time, a new wall ten cubits 
broad, and five cubits from the former, and filling up the {pace 
between the two walls with earth and floncs, formed foftronga 
fortification, that the. Macedonians for a long time could make 
no impreffion upon it. Alexander $ fleet, however, being rein¬ 
forced, he inverted the city on every fide with his fliips, and 
joining many of them together by two and two, placed archers 
on the platform, with orders to make a general a {fault. Their 
enterprize, however, was fruftrated by another violent {form, 
which deftroyed many of the fliips. The Tyrians beginning to 
be alarmed for their fafety, chained the rtatue of Ay.ollo to the 
altar of Hercules , and propofed to revive their inhuman fuper- 
rtition, and facrifice a child horn of free parents to Saturn. Bat 
this propofal was oppofed by the old men in authority. Ala- 
under having refitted his fliips, and erected battering engines on 
feveral of them joined together, began again to affault the 
town, and after fome time made a breach ioo feet wide. He 
was repulfed, however, in his attempt to enter the city over 
the ruins ; and before next morning the breach was repaired, 
He then changed his form of attack 

mole home to the walls, he erected feveral towers upon it equal 
in height to the battlements, and having laid bridges from thofe 
to the walls, his braveft fokliers endeavoured fword in hand to 
gain the ramparts ; but could not prevail, being oppofed by 
the Tyrians with unparalleiled bravery and weapons of a new 
invention. Thefe were three forked hooks fattened with a cord 
(one end whereof they held themfelves), which being thrown 
at a little diftance, {tuck in the enemy’s targets, and by that 
means they either pulled the affiulants headlong out of the 
tower, or drew away their defence. Some entangled the Ma¬ 
cedonians, by throwing fifhing-nets upon them 5 others witn 
Jong poles armed Avith hooks drew them off the bridge;;; others 

from engines placed on the walls inceflantly threw mafly pieces 

way whole 


and having brought the 


a 


of red-hot iron upon the aggreffbrs, which fwept 
ranks. But what moft of all difheartned the Macedonians , snd 
forced them at laft to give over the attack, was the icorching 
find which the Tyrians fliowered 
fhields of iron and brafs. This 

breartplates and coats of mail, tormented them to finch adc- 


upon 

land 


them from red-hot 
getting within their 
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gree, that many finding no other relief, threw themfelves head¬ 
line* into the fea. The fhrieks of others dying in torments, 
ftruck a terror into the aggrefTors, and threw them into great 
confufion ; which gave new courage to the Tyrians , who even 
charged the enemy on their own bridges with fuch fury, that 
Alexander was obliged to found a retreat. 

Thefc defperate attacks being frequently repeated, always 
with bad fuccefs, Alexander again began to entertain thoughts 
of abandoning the enterprize; but confidering the blemifh that 
would be thereby thrown upon his reputation, he refolved to 
renew his efforts; tho* of all his captains none was found but 
Ampifas who approved of that determination. Having therefore 
encouraged the difheartned Macedonians , he again furrounded the 
city with his fleet, and after battering it for fome time on all 
f:des, made another general aflault, which was long and bloody, 
but at length fucccfsful. He him.feif, followed by his chief 
officers, palled from one of the towers to the rampart. Some 
0 f hisfhips at the fame time broke into the harbour, while his ftroyed. 
army entered by the breaches in the walls. Thus, after a feven 
months ffege, utter deftruition came upon the Tyrians, which, 
for their pride and other vices, had been decreed by God, and 
foretold by his prophets. The city was burnt down to the ground, 
and the inhabitants (excepting thofe whom the Sidonians fe- 
cretly conveyed away in their fliips) were either deftroyed or 
enflaved by the conqueror, who, upon his firft entering the city, 
put 8,000 to the fword, caufed 2,000 of thofe he took prifoners 
to be crucified, and fold the reft, to the number of 30,000, fays 
Arrian, for flaves. Alexander, to palliate his cruelty towards 
the z,ooo he had crucified, alleged that he had puniftied them in 
that manner to revenge upon them the crime which their fore¬ 
fathers had committed when they murdered their mafters, as we 
have related above. To make this look more plaufible, he 
fared all the defendants of Strato, and among them king Azel- 
mic , who had taken fanctuary in the temple of Hercules, and 
was not only fpared, but reftored to the throne by the con¬ 
queror, after he had repeopled the place. Alexander having 
cleared the city of its former inhabitants, planted it anew with 
colonies drawn from the neighbouring places j and thenceforth 
ffiled himfelf the founder of Tyre, a city which he had moft 
ungeneroufly deftroyed. He offered lacrifices to Hercules for his 
victory with great ceremony, unchained the ftatue of Apollo , and 
ordered it to be called Philalcxander, that is, the friend of Alex¬ 
ander ; and after performing many other fuperftitious follies, 
continued his march into Egypt *. 

The city of Aradus, or Arad, in the ifland of that name, we The kings 
find had its kings as well as Si don and Tyre , and perhaps moft of Arad. 
other cities in Pkocnicc. We find three of them only mentioned 


Tyre taken 
and de- 



* Diod. Sic. Plut. in Alex. Q^Curt. 1 . iv. Arrian, 1 . ii. Juffin, 
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in hiftory, namely, Arbal ,_ whole fon Narbal was alfo king and 
ferved under Xerxes in his great expedition, and GeroJ/ratir 
who reigned many years after. This lafb king ferved' Darim 
againft Alexander , and after the example of other Phcen'uim 
and Cypriot princes, joined the Perftan fleet; till hearing that 
his fon Strato had furrendered all the Aradian dominion to Alex¬ 
ander , he thought it moft for his intereft to approve, feeminglv 

at leaft, of what his fon had done, and to make his fubmiffion 
to that conqueror f. 






The d it- f ^ MI E defeendants of Abraham by his Ion Ifaac were at foil 
ferent I called Ifraelites ; but in later ages were known by the 

names of ^ame of Jews. Tho’ this people did not get poflellion 

the Land of the promtfedland till feveral centuries after the death ofAhra- 
Trotnife. ham , yet as that celebrated patriarch obtained the promile of 

the land from God, who even afligned the boundaries of it; 
and his delcendants, tho fojourners for many generations in a 
foreign land, full looked upon this territory as their inheritance, 
we mall, according to the method we have hitherto obfervd, 
defcribe their country before we begin their hiftory. This 
once happy and fertile fpot was firft called the land of Canaan, 
from Noah's grandfon, by whom it was firft peopled. It has 
fince been more diftinguilhed by other names, fuch as the Land 
of Promlfe , the Land of God , the Land of Ifrael, the Holy Lani , 
and fometimes, by way of preeminence, the Land.' It hath 
alfo been called jud<za y or 'Jv.dcea Palejllna 5 from * Judah , whole 
tribe was the moft confiderable of the twelve, and poileifci 
the fineft and moft fertile part of the whole land ; and fome- 
nmes Palejhne ? from the Palcjlines , or Philiflincs, who poflefled 
a great part of it. This laft name fometimes only fignilies the 
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territory poflefled by the Philijlines: but in Jofephus , and other 
profane authors, it fignifies the whole land of Canaan , more 
than was ever at any time poflefled by the Israelites % 

We Chriftians, as well as the Jews, have dignified this coun¬ 
try with the title of the Holy Land ; partly on account of the 
manifeft and Angular bleflings it had received from the Divine 
Providence, and partly on account of its metropolis being 
made the center of God’s worftlip, and his peculiar habitation i 
but we much more for its being the place of our Saviour’s birth, 
and the fcene of his preaching and manifold miracles, efpecially 
the place in which he accomplifhed the greater work of our re¬ 
demption. After the return of the Jews from the Babylonijb 
captivity, the tribe of Judah , then the only one that made any 
figure, fpreading themfelves thro’ the whole country, it began 
to be called Jehudah , and the people Jehudim. 

As to the other names by which profane authors have called 
it, fuch as Syria , PaleJlina-Syria , Caelofyria , Idumea , and Phce- 
fiice, it was only clone out of contempt to the JetviJb nation, 
whom they did not account worthy to be diftinguifhed by. any 
but the molt common names of the neighbouring provinces of 
note, of which they looked upon them only as an obfcure and 
inconfiderable part. At prefent the name of Palejline is that 
which has moil prevailed among both Chrijlian and Mahometan 

writers. 

The Jews , from a particular veneration for fo celebrated a Its fitaa- 
fpot, as well as "from miftaken paflages in one or two of the tion. 
prophets, had a notion that their country ilood in the very heart 
of all the nations, and was the center of the world. This 
conceit was the more excuiable, confidering the ignorance of 
the ancients, and of the Jews above all the reft, in every thing 
that related to geography and the figure of the earth. The 
Athenians , Delphians , and Chinefc , have run into the fame no¬ 
tion, with regard to their own countries. The Land of Promife 
properly fo called was bounded on the weft by the Mediterra- 
rnn , and on the eaft by the Jordan , and the lak eAfphaltites, the 
fea of Tiberias , and the Samachonite lake. On the north it was Bounds- 
feparated from Phoenicia by the mountain Antilibanus , and on ries, and 
the fouth from Edom , or Idumea , by another ridge of high 
mountains. As to that part which belonged to the two tribes 
and an half on the eaft fide of Jordan , and was called Per a:a, 
and the kingdoms of Og , Sihon , &c. its boundaries are more 
difficult to be fixed. We can only obferve, that the river Arnon 
was thefirft fouthern boundary on that fide. It is alfo difficult 
to fix the exadl boundaries of the conquefts and acquifitions 
which they afterwards made under the reigns of their profperous 
kings. 

The extent of this country is likewile varioufly fettled by extent, 
geographers ; fome giving it no more than about 170 or 1 So 
miles in length from north to fouth, and in breadth towards 
the fouth 140 miles, and to the north 70 miles. But from the 
hteft and 1110ft accurate maps it appears to extend near 200 
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miles in length, and about So in breadth, in Tome places ex 
tending about io or 15 miles more, and in others being fo mucl 
lefs. it is under the 4th and 5th northern climates ; fo that it; 
longeft day is about 14 hours 15 minutes. Thefe limits, how¬ 
ever, have appeared at belt fo very confined, as the country 1 
befides interiedied with many ridges of mountains, 


_ wa: 
barrer: 


&c 


amazing 

fertility. 


to queftion what we read of its richnefs and populoufnefs in the 
iacred books. It muft be owned that were we to judge of its 
ancient and flourifhing ftate by its appearance fince the total 
extirpation of the Jews out of it, and more particularly fince 
it, and all the opulent countries round it, have been rendered 
defolate by the oppreffion of the Turks , its former fertility and 

populoufnefs would appear incredible. 

Its former Let us at prefenttake a view of it in its ancient and moreblef- 

fed ftate. It appears to have been fo rich and fruitful,even before 
the Israelites took poliefiion of it, that Mofes describes it in thefe 
emphatical terms : Aland thatjiozveth with milk and honey ; a lord 
of brooks and zvaters , of fountains and depths that Jpring out of the 
Hallies and hills ; a laud of wheat and barley , of nines , fgs, and 
pomegranates , of oif olives , and honey \ a land zvhere there is no 
lack of any thing , zvhoje 7 ocks are iron , and out of whofe mountains 
thou mayejl dig up hraj's , &c. All which the Ifraelites found lite¬ 
rally true, as it plainly appears, even from the puiillanimousfpies, 
and from the fruit they brought from thence as a fpecimen of 
the reft. It even exceeded, in many particulars, the fo much 
celebrated land of Egypt, efpeeially in its vuft numbers of great 
and fmall cattle ; in the quantity and excellence of its oil, 
wine, and other fruits ; which is confirmed by the prefents fent 
by Jacob to his foil Jo/epb, when lord of Egypt , and by the 
traffic which the tribes carried on to that country, as well as 
by other teftimonies *. The excellent temperature of the air 


which was never fubjeef to exceilive heats and colds, contributed 
greatly to this wonderful fecundity, and alfo the regularity of 
its feafons, efpeeially the former and latter rain, and the natural 
fatnefs and fertility of the foil, which required no manuring, 
and could be plowed with a final 1 kind of plow and a fingle yoke 
of oxen. With refpedf to the excellency of its corn, we are 
told that the bread of Jet afalem was preferred above all other; 
and fuch plenty was there of grain, that befides what funked 
the inhabitants, who made ic their chief fuftenance, Solomon 
could afford 20,000 meafiires of it, and as many of oil yearly, 
to Hiram king of Tyre , befides what they exported to ouier 
countries. We find, even fo late as Herod Agrippa^ the coun¬ 
tries of Tyre and Si don received moft of their fuftenance from 
his tetrarehy. As to their fruits, their grapes were delicious, 
finely flavoured, and large. The palm-tree and its dates wei" e 
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no lefs in requeft. But what feveral parts of Palejline were 
oft celebrated for, was the balfam fhrub, whofe balm was 
dteenied a moll precious drug among the Greeks , Romans , 

£fV tfians* and other nations, and is ftill to this day, under the 
name of Balm of Gilead. Little of it indeed is now produced 
in Palejline i whereas it is found in Egypt, but particularly in 
jlramy in great abundance. Jofephus feems to intimate that it 
was hr ft brought into Judea by the queen of Sheba , among her 
other prefects to Solomon: but by the teftimony of feveral an¬ 
cient authors, it is mentioned rather as the peculiar product of 
this country ; and Diodorus Siculus and others add, that it grew 
n o-where elfe in the world but about the territories on the 
Dead Sea. The fhrub in after times might be transplanted from 
hence to Arabia , where it now flourifhes. Palejline alfo 
abounded with the greateft variety of other fruit-trees in the 
hbheft perfection, the new buds always appearing on the fame 
boughs before the old fruit was ripe. Of thofe buds, which 
were in too great quantities to be all let come to maturity, 
they gathered enough to make very delightful pickles and fweet- 
meats, efpecially of their citrons, oranges, and apples of Pa- 
radife, which Ian commonly hung by hundreds in a duller, and 
as big as hens eggs, and of an excellent tafte and flavour. 
Their vines yielded grapes twice and fometimes three times a 
year, great quantities of which were dried up and preferved for 
ufe, as well as of their figs, plums, and other fruits. They 
had great plenty of honey, which diftilled even from the trees, 
and was found in great quantities in the rocks. Whether the 
honey was depofited in the trees and rocks by the induftrious 
bees, or produced fome other way, is much difputed by tra¬ 
vellers and natural!its ; but in many parts of AJia, as well as of 
Europe and Africa, it is well known that where the bees are nu¬ 
merous, they will depofit their combs in hollow trees, and in the 
clefts of rocks, and that the honey there found is commonly 
filled wild, in oppofltion to that which is gathered from the 
hives. Sugar-canes were alfo cultivated in Palejline in great 
abundance, and the cotton, flax, and hemp, ufed by the inha¬ 
bitants were moftly of their own growth and manufacture, ex¬ 
cept fome of a finer fort, that were brought to them from Egypt , 
and worn by thofe of higher rank. As for fifh, their many ri¬ 
vers, the lake of Tiberias , and the Mediterranean fea, afforded., 
as they do at this day, great plenty and variety. Great quanti¬ 
ties were brought to JerufAcm, on which the inhabitants moftly 
fubfifted. The lake Afphaltites yielded fait in abundance, which 
Galen affirms to have been preferable to any other. To con¬ 
clude, fo many are the proofs, both in Scripture and other 
writings, of the extraordinary fecundity and populoufnefs of 
this once happy land, thsft it tnuft appear abfurd to call them in 
queftion, merely on account of the melancholy figure it now 
makes under its prefent tyrannical government. Their mufter- 
rolls are an evident proof of their populoufnefs. When Joab , 

ty David’s order, numbered the people, there were of the If- 
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ra elites 800,000 fighting men, and of the Angle tribe of Judah 
500,000; and fuppofing thefe about a third part of the inha¬ 
bitants, their number will be about four millions. 

Anciently the moft defert and barren places, even the very 
rocks, which now appear quite bare and naked, were made to 
produce com, pulfe, or pafture, by the induftry of the old in¬ 
habitants, who covered them with mould, which, thro’the la- 
zinefs of the fucceeding proprietors, has been fince wafhed off 
with rains and ftorms. We may add, that the kings themfelves 
were not above encouraging all kind of agriculture both by pre¬ 
cept and example, and above all that they had the Divine blef- 
Jing; whereas fince the time of Titus Vefpaftan (who put many 
myriads of the inhabitants to death) it has been under the vi- 
fible curfe of God, and its few poor inhabitants groaning under 
an intolerable fervitude, have contradted an infuperable averfion 
to labour and agriculture farther than what barely ferves to fup- 
ply their prefent wants. However, according to Dr. Shaw 
and others, who have viewed this country in its prefent defolatc 
ftate, there are Drill fuch vifible figns of its natural richnefs and 


fertility, as plainly fhew that the want of cultivation is themain 
if not the only caufe of its prefent poverty and barrennefs; 
and the fame is obferved by Bifhop Burnet with regard to the 
once fertile plains of Lombardy and Ca?npania di Roma. 

How this country was divided before it was conquered by the 
Israelites is uncertain, the different Canaanitifn tribes feemingto 
have lived in iome manner intermixed with each other. Jum> 
in the larger fenfe, was divided into maritime and inland; and 
as the river Jordan ran aero Is part of it, was again divided into 
Judea on this fide and Judea beyond Jordan . But the moft 
confiderable divifion was 'that made according to the Divine ap¬ 
pointment among the twelve tribes of Ifrael by lot, to prevent 
all murmuring and difeontent among that ftubborn people. The 
moft remarkable one was made by king Solomon , who divided 
his kingdom into twelve provinces, which were each governed 
by a peculiar officer, and in their turn obliged to fupply the king 
with provifions for his houfhold, each for one month yearly. 
The moft fatal of all was that which was made under his im¬ 
prudent fon Rehoboam , when, by the Divine permiffion, ten 
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f Ifrael 


un- 


aer the government of Jeroboam , the other two under Rebobm 
being called the kingdom of Judah from that time downwards. 
Under the fecond temple this diftin&ion lafted a confiderable 
time, the kingdom of Ifrael being then called the kingdom of 
Samaria , which was the name of its capital, being inhabited 
by a mixture of the old Jfraelites and of new colonies fent thi¬ 
ther by the kings of jISfyria upon their conqueft of the country; 
but being afterwards fubdued by the Maccabees , and their metro¬ 
polis deftroyed, they were all again united. Under the Romans 
it began to be divided into tetrarchies and too archies. Pinif 
reckons up ten toparchies; and tho* Jofephits tells us there were 

eleven, he alfo names but ter.. Tin; fame author fpeaks of an¬ 
other 
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ther division made in the time of Gabinlus into five councils, 

n uncly, Jerufalem , Jericho , and Sephoris , on this fide Jordan ; 
nn d Gadarh and Amathus on the other. In the reigns of the 
Chriftian emperors it was divided into Palejlina prime , Palejlina 
[ecurJa , and Palejlina tertia , or Salutaris , which included the 
greater part of the country. At prefent, being under the 
government, it is reduced by them into a province go¬ 
verned by the beglerbeg or bafliaw of Scbam or Damafcus , who 
hath under him the ieven following fangiacs, the fangiac of 
Damafcus , of Jerufalem , A glum , B a bar a , Seif at, Gaza , Afafo- 
/ w . Each of thefe have a number of ziamets, and thefe each 
a number of timariots under them, who all live upon the op- 
preflion of the people under them, and make an extortionate 
L; n of every thing that comes within their reach. 

h We {hall now give an account of the.principal mountains. Mountains 
fcas, rivers, lakes, deferts, plains, &c. in this country, and of note 
then take a more particular notice of the capital divihon of deferibed. 
it among the twelve tribes. The moft confiderable of its 
mountains are thole of Lebanon , fo often celebrated in holy Lebanon, 
writ, cfpccially in the poetic books of it. That famed chain, 
known in ancient and modern authors under the names of Li~ 

}, ms and Antilibonus , is equally a boundary to Syria and Pa- 
Mine. So much notice, however, is taken of it in the Jnviflj 
hiftory, particularly on account of the prodigious number of 
its cedars, that were greatly a fed in adorning the Jezvijh temple 
and metropolis, that it has been generally reckoned within the 
Land of Promije. Thefe mountains, with refpedf to their ex¬ 
tent, fituation, and the relation they bear to each other, have 
been but imperfe&ly known by the ancients, and, till of late, 
but obfctirely deferibed by the moderns. Even thefe laft: have left 
us ftill much in the dark concerning the extent, breadth, and 
bearings of them. Lebanon or Libatius had its name from the 
Hebrew, lab an, on account of the whitenefs of its fummits, 
which appear covered with fnow a great part of the year, if not 
during the whole year, as others pretend. The Antilebanon is 
fo called from its fuppofed running in a kind of parallel oppo¬ 
sition to the other. St. Jcrom , fpeaking of Lila:ms, fays it is 
by far the loftieft hill in all the Land of Promije, as well as the 
molt woody and thickfet. It is computed about 100 leagues in 
compafs, and is formed by four ridges of mountains riling each 
above the other. The firft is very fertile in grain and fruit; the 
fecond barren and rocky, producing nothing but briars and 
thorns. The third, tho’ ftill higher, is ft id to enjoy a conftant 
verdure and fpring, the gardens and orchards producing fuch a 
variety of fruits and herbs, that it hath been ftiled an earthly, 
paradife. The laft and loftieft is uninhabitable, by reafon of 
its exceflive coldnefs, occafioned by the fnow, with which it is 
almoft perpetually covered. The mountain below is moftly in¬ 
habited by Maronitcs, and every where e'lfe but on the top by 
the wild Arabs , called Amadeah , of the feci of Mali. There 
are feveral churches, convents, and chapels, on it, and caverns 
VoL. I. E cut 
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cut into the rock. The monks that inhabit it are very poor, 
but courteous to travellers, from whom they exp eft fome token 
of beneficence. The convent where the patriarch refides is fr. 
tuate in a bottom, the defcent to which is fteep and narrow ; 
and a little below it runs a river, which afterwards empties itfelf 
at Tripoli. It chiefly confifts of fundry grots cut into the rock, 
of which the church is one of the largeft. 

Several confiderable rivers, namely, the 'Jordan , Rocbam , 
Nahar-RoJJian , and Nahar-Cadicha , have their fource in this 
mountain. Befides thefe, the firft of which, namely, the Jor~ 
dan , only runs thro’ Palejline , there are feveral others of a left 
fer ftream, that run between the valleys, and frequently falling 
from the heights of the mountains, form beautiful cafcades. 
Some ancient fathers, as St. Jerom and Eufebius, have defcribed 
the Llbanus and Antilibanns as one continued ridge, winding 
about in the form of a horfefhoe, beginning about three or 
four leagues from the Mediterranean a little above Smyrna , and 
running fouthward towards Sidon , from whence, taking an 
eaftern courfe, towards Jhamafcus, from whence it bends north¬ 
ward towards Laodicea Cabiofa. The weftern ridge is called 
Lebanv.s , and the eaftern Antilibanns, and the hollow between 
Cakfyria. This mountain hath moftly been and ftill is a place 
of retreat and refuge for vaft numbers of robbers, and other 
defperate people *. 
id mien. Mount Herman, as well as Lebanon , is remarkable for its 

height, and appears capped with ('now. It was once famed for 
an ancient temple, held in great veneration by the fuperftitious 
heathens from all the neighbouring countries. From the abo¬ 
minable rites praclifcd upon it by the old inhabitants, it isfup- 
pofed to have taken its name, which in the Hebrew fignifies 
Anathema, or the accurl'cd. It is celebrated in the Pfalms for its 
refreshing dews, which defeended on the adjoining hill of Z ion. 
Maundrel tolls us, that its clews are at this day exceflive, and 
had wetted their tents as much as if it had rained all night. 
r Mount Tabor hath its name from the Hebrew, Thabur, which 

**’ fignifies the navel, on account of its fpiring form, and rifing 

as it were from a plain. It wms alfo called Mans Atabyrius and 
liabyriurn, on account of a city of that name built upon it, 
and mentioned by Polybius. The mountain is greatly admired 
for its feparate fituation, its regularity,• fertility, and conftant 
verdure. According to Jcfcphus it is 30 furlongs high, and has 
:i plain on the top about 26 furlongs in compafs; but modern 
travellers compute its height by the winding afeent to be about 
two miles, and the plain on the top to be about half a mile long, 
and near a quarter of a mile in breadth. 

But what path rendered this mountain moft venerable, is the 
tradition of its having been the feene of our Lord’s transfigure* 


* Pocock’s deferint. of the Baft, 
onomait. in Li ban. 
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^on* oil which account it hath been reforted to* with great 

devotion, by Chriftians in all ages. The truth of this tradi¬ 
tion however, is doubted by many travellers, for many geo¬ 
graphical and other reafons. On this hill are ftill to be feen 
foine remains of a fortification built on the top by Jofepbus the 
hiflorian. On the eaft part are the ruins of a ftrong c&ftle, 
within the cin&ures of which are three altars, in memory of 
the3 tabernacles which St. Peter in his ecftafy propofed to build* 
The Latins here celebrate divine fervice on the feaft of the 
transfiguration. Near thefe altars they fhew a church in a grot, 
where they fay Chrift retired to charge his difciples not to fpeak 
of his transfiguration till after he was rifen. Formerly, we are 
told, a magnificent church was built on this mountain by the 
emprefs Helena , and that there was alfo a convent of Benedict 
tiiiasy and another of Bafilians , where the Greeks performed di¬ 
vine fervice on the feftival above-mentioned. 


ftands on the fkirts of the fea, and is the moll remarkable head 
of land in all that coaft. It extends eaftward from the fea as far 
as the plain of Jezrcel, and on the fouth reaches quite to Ctffarea* 
Itfeems to have got its name from its fertility; for Carmel in 
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of God 


The 


prophetic hooks to fignify a fruitful fpot. 
given to a city on the mountain, and to an heathen deity wor- 
ihiped there without either temple or ftatue *. There feems, 
however, in former times to have been a temple j fince Jamb li¬ 
nn tells us this place was the favourite retreat of Pythagoras^ 
who fpent a good deal of time in the temple. This mountain 
is moft celebrated both by Jetus and Chriftians, for haying been 
the refidence of Elijah , who, before he was taken up into hea¬ 
ven, is fuppofed to have lived in a cave, which is there fhewn. 
From the earlieft ages the Chriftians began to fhew a more thail 
ordinary veneration for this mountain, particularly for Elijah's 
cave and garden, which are vifited and reverenced, not only by 
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It has 


given the title to an order of monks in the Roman church, wild 
are called Carmelites , a certain number of whom live in an an¬ 
cient monaftery on the mountain f. 

What claims our jufteft regard is mount Olivet , or the mount q 
of Olives, originally called by the Jews the mount of imftion, on 
account of the great quantities of oil made there. It ftands 
about a mile diftant from Jerufalem, and commands the profpeci 
of the whole city, from which it is parted by the brook Eidross 
and the valley of Jchojhapbat. It is not a fingle hill, but rather 
part of a long ridge, extending from north to fouth, with three, 
or, according to Pooch , four fummits ; from the top of the mid¬ 
dlemen of which our Saviour afcended up into heaven. On that 
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fp 0 t 5 where they pretend to (hew one of the prints of our Sa¬ 
viour’s feet three inches deep in the rock, a fmall round chapel 
is built, which is now converted into a molque. Anciently a 
magnificent church was built in the fame place by the emprefs 
Helena. Many other places are (hewn on this mountain; fueh 
ns that where Chrift wept over ferufalem , that where the 
apoftles compofed their creed, oV. all which have either a 
chu'ch, chapel, or oratory, to feed the devotion oi^ pilgrims, 
ancl the indigence of the monks that Ihew them. The lccond 
fummit of the mountain towards the fouth is called the mount of 

‘ s -. , r t • -inti r» ; i • J 


the gods of the Ammonites , Moabites , C 5 c. I he third to the 
northward, which is the higheft of all, and ftands about two 
furlongs from the middlemoft, is that which was moft com¬ 
monly {Hied the mount of Galilee. Here are likewife {hewn all 
the places regarding the tranfactions in the Gofpcl, which arc 
frill vilited by multitudes of Chriftians of all forts, though 
the Latins have the poiTeffion of them, and with great lo- 
Icmnity perform the particular ceremonies regarding each 
tranfaction. 

Mount Calvary , or Golgotha , is another mountain near Jtm- 
falem held in the greateft veneration, on account of our Saviour’s 
crucifixion upon it. It had thofe two names probably from its 
roundnefs or refemblance to an human fkull, and ftood anciently 
without the walls of the city, being the place where the crimi¬ 
nals ufed to be put to death according to the Mofaic law. The 
emperor Adrian caufcd the city to be rebuilt, and inclofedthe 
mountain within the walls, which however by fome is aferibedto 
C'njiantine the Great, who, after his converfion, creffed a mag¬ 
nificent church over the place where the crolls was fixed. It 
has continued a place of as great veneration among the Chri- 
ftians as ever the temple was among the jews. 

Mount Moriah , on which the famed temple of Solomon was 
built, {rands fouth caft of Calvary. It is commonly thought 
that it was on this mountain that Abraham was commanded to 
faerifice his fon JJaac , though that notion is not without fevcral 

difficulties. 
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About a quarter of a mile weft from fen falem ftood mount 
Gihcn , where Solomon , by his father’s exprefs command, was 
anointed king. There was a celebrated pool of that name upon 
it, the water of which king Hezekiah caufed to be brought by 
an aquedudt into the city. This pool ftill remains, is 106 paces' 
long, and 67 broad, lined with a wall of plafter, and well ftored 
with water. 

The other mountains in Pale/line worth mentioning are 
mount Gcrrizim , on which ftood the Samaritan temple; and 
mount Ebal, or Hebal , parted from the other by a narrow Wi¬ 
ley of about 200 paces. On the former, which was very fertile, 
jVlofes ordered the blcflings to be put; and on the latter, which 
was very barren, the curies to be pronounced by the Ifraditcs. 

Mount 
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Mount Engadi , near the Dead Sea , was famed for its fruitful 
• s precious balm, and fine palm trees. In a cavern on this 
fountain David fignalized his loyalty and fidelity in fparing 
the life of Said v/hen he had him in his power. It flood near 
the mouth of the Jordan , not far from the city of Jericho. 

C Pifcah and tJebo, whence Mcfes was allowed to view the Pro- 
;fJiLand , llood on the other fide Jordan. Upon 


his death he 


W as buried in one of them. They 


of Ah 



TlCuO* 

The mountains of GilLoa , famed for the defeat of Saul and 



about fix 


The 


Jacob 


monuments reared 


y m fouthward to the kingdom of Sihou above 70 leagues, and 
parted the two tribes and half, on that fide, from Arabia De- 
firia. It was much celebrated for its excellent rezin, or rather 
'balm *, with which commodity the Ijhmaelitijh merchants that 
carried Jofeph into Egypt were partly loaded. 

As to the valleys and plains, the learned Reland hath taken An ac- 
the pains to diftinguifh them with great accuracy; but not count of 
having room to enlarge on that article, we /hall content our- the val¬ 
ly V es with a fhort mention of the moft noted of them. The 
valley of Blejfing lay on the weft fide of the Dead Sea , and in 
the wildernefs of Tekoa. It was fo called from a fignal victory 
which God granted to the good king JcboJbapbat over the com¬ 
bined forces of the Moabites , Ammonites , and Edomites. The 
valley of Siddim , or Hajfiditn , is the fatal place which forms 
now the lake Afphaltites. It was alfo called the woody Valley 
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The valley of Sba- 


wb was the place where the king of Sodom met victorious Abra 
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bn erected a pillar to perpetuate his memory. 
Salt, famed * ' ’ 


Abfc 

The vale of 
tes bv David 


and Arnazia , lay to the fouthward of Palmyra , or Tedmor . The 
valley of Mature, fo called from the owner of it, an Amorite , 


in alliance with Abram, 


Ht 


Je> •ufaL 
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Here flood the famous oak under which Abraham , and after him 


V 


Eufcbius and St. J, 


ftill ftanding in their time, and much vifited and reverenced, 
not only by the Jeivs, but even by the Chriftians, on account 
of Abraham's entertaining the three heavenly vifitors under it. 
The valley of Rethahn , or of the Giants , is mentioned by 
Jojhua as a boundary of the tribe of Judah , and appears to 
have been near the city of Jerufalem. The valley of Jehojloa - 
font, which fignifies the valley of God’s judgment, has been 
thought by the generality of the Jews, and fome fathers and 
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divines, to be intended for the fcene of the laft general judcr 


ynent. 


mount 


leges that its fituation cannot be afcertained. It is but once 
mentioned in Scripture. We have already made mention of 
the vallev of Hinnom , placed by Reland on the fouth fide of ~ 


rufalcm , The 


P' 


Dead 


The 


Bocbim , or of the mourners or weepers, is fuppofed to have been 
near' Jerufalem . It was fo called from the univerfal mourning 
and weeping made there by the Ifraeliies when they were re¬ 
proved by an angel from God on account of negle&ing to ex¬ 
tirpate the Canaanites , and making a league with them, con¬ 
trary to his commands. The valley of Blab is placed by mo¬ 
dern travellers within a league of jerufalem. It is famed for 
the defeat and death of Goliath by Da vid. Several other valley 
of lefs note are alfo mentioned in the facred writings, fucha$ 
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of rfjalon, of Sara, 

_ chief cities *, 

feveral remarkable plains, 


of 

the plains, namely, the Great Plain, through "the midft of which the river 

Jordan runs, computed about 150 miles in length. Several of 
the above-mentioned vales mull have fkirted it. Great part of 
it ii\ the New Tcftamsnt is called the land about Jordan , other- 
wife the wildernefs of Jordan . The other moft remarkable- 
plain is ftiled the great plain of Efdraclon , or valley of Jemd { 
it reached from Seytbopolis 


Galilee 


diftinguifh 


We may 



and low lands, yet this whole coaft, from mount Carmel down 
to the fouthermoft borders of it, is altogether a plain and level 
round, excepting here and there fome fmall and gentle hills, 
"his great extent, however, after the fecond temple, was not 
all called by the fame name ; for the northern part of it, from 
Joppa to Cajarea , and no farther, was called Sharon , and was 
Very fertile in pafture grounds. We may add, that there were 

feveral other places of that name, and particularly one beyond 


Jordan 

the greateit graziers ant 
numerous flocks. The 
Sepheiah , or the plain. 
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though properly only a part of what was called the great plain, 
is likewife much celebrated in Scripture for its fine palm-trees, 
its balm-fhrub, lately mentioned, as well as for its famed rofe 
and roie-tree, with which the whole plain was faid to be almoft 
covered. This rofe is laid to be incorruptible, and being kept 
fome little time in water, will blow and appear in full bloom; 
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but being taken out, clofes up again; and this it will do at any 

feafon in the year. 

We find mention made in the facred books of a great many 
deferts and wildernefTes in this country. But Mr. Reland hath 
fully fhewn, that the Hebrew word Midbar , has no analogy 
with the Greek word and the Latin defertum or folituao, 

intowhichitistranflated; and thatit does not mean, places quite 
barren or uninhabited, feveral of them having cities and vil¬ 
lages, rich and well peopled. Few cities there were here, that 
had not fome defert, according to the Scripture idiom, belong¬ 
ing to it, for the feeding of their cattle, fo thattnat word commonly 
fpnified no more than a land or tradl that bore neither corn, 
wine, nor oil, but was left to its fpontaneous production. In 
the defert of Judah , where the baptift preached, there were 
no lefs than fix cities, befidcs the villages belonging to them. 
Some of the moft noted deferts are Arnon , through which runs 
the river of that name; Ziph, where David hid himfelf; Ca- 
ilejh near Cadejh-barneah to the fouth of Judah, mentioned as 
the place v/here Mofes and Aaron were punifhed for fmiting 
the rock, and where their fifter died ; the defert of Maon , on the 
fouth of Jejhimon, where David alfo hid himfelf from the fury 
of Saul. Thofe of Tehoah , Bezer, Bozor or Bozra , Gibcon or 
Gabaa ; and others of lefs note were likewife denominated 
from the cities they belonged to. The laft of thefe is men¬ 
tioned by Jofephus , as well as the mountainous tradt from Je¬ 
richo to Scythopolis , as quite barren and uninhabited. Moft of 
the fpace along the Jordan , from the fea of Tiberias to the Af- 
fhalt ite lake is included under the fame charadter; though le- 
veral travellers have injudicioufly crowded both Tides with 
towns and villages, without any foundation or authority *. 

To thefe deferts, we may alfo join fome forefts or wood 


$ 


mentioned in holy writ; fuch as thofe of Hareth in the tribe of 
Judah, to which David withdrew from Saul ; of Ephraim , on 
the other fide Jordan , where Abfalom received the due reward 
of his unnatural rebellion; of Bethel, fuppofed near the city of 
that name, where the two fhe-bears devoured the children that 
infulted the prophet Eli/ha ; and of Lebanon, fo called, in all 
probability, from the many {lately trees that fhaded it, where 
Solomon built a magnificent palace. 

We fhall now give a fftort account of their feas, which are 
commonly reckoned five, namely the Mediterranean, called by 
the facred writers the great fea; the dead fea, or lake of So¬ 
dom, or of Afphaltites ; the fea of Tiberias ; the Samachonite fea 
or lake; and the fea of Tazcr , which laft was but a fmall 


lake near the city of that name. It may be obferved that the 
Hebrews gave the name of Tam, or fea, not only to thofe pro¬ 
perly fo called, but to lakes and other large pools, and alfo 
to large rivers fuch as the Nile, Euphrates, Tigris, &c. f. 

* Vide Rcland. f !&• xi* xviii. xxi. xxvii. Jerem.li. Ezek. xxxii. 
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1 h zM-:di- The Mediterranean Ten, they difiinguifhecl by the name of 
t&rraneutt the fait jea y the fea of the Philijlines y and the hinder fa with ref- 
fea. peel to its ill nation, it being common with them, when di- 

Hinguifhing the quarters of the heavens, to turn their face to¬ 
wards the fun rifmg or eafl. 

The fea of The fen of Sodo/n was alfo called, from its fituation, the end 
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cG r j m, or fa y Gad the fait fea , the fea of the clcfert , the fa of the plain , by 
fJmhite the facred writers, and by other authors, the dead fea , and the 

Afphaltite lake. It was called the dead fea, becaule it was be¬ 
lieved that no creature could live in it, on account of its ex¬ 


lake. 


ceffive faltnefs, that is, its bituminous quality, the Hchr 


cm 


of 


ranking fulphur, nitre and bitumen, under the general name 
fait. Late travellers, however, have found caufe to fafpeft 
the truth of this opinion, fill) in ells having been difeovered by 
fome on the fliore, and another upon the authority of a monk 
relating that fome fort of filh had been caught in it*. The 
name of Afphaltite lake was given to this lea, on account of 
the great quantity of afphaltus or bitumen, which antient au¬ 


thors tell us it threw up, and which was in great requell among 
phyficians and embalmers. Some modern travellers affirm, 

both 

il 


that fcarce any of this bitumen is now to be foundj but boti 
>Shaw and Pocockc , two late judicious authors, relate, that it ftii 


the Arabs as loon as thrown up. 


rifes in the lake in conliderable quantities, being gathered by 

It is not to be diitinguifhed 
from our black pitch, but by its fulphureous frnoke ana bench 
when fet on fire, and is thought to be the fame with what 
our druggifls fell under the name of bitumen fndnicunu or Jewilh 

• ^ r* J « 1 ■* % • % « v « 

jtjephus , * 

the fea was formed by the fubmerfion of the vale of Sideling 
where Hood the five, or according to Strabo the thirteen cities 
which for their unnatural and deteflable wickednefs periflied 
in the miraculous conflagration. Mr. Reland , however, hath 


pitch. 


irabo, and other antient authors, relate that 


attempted to confute this opinion from Scripture, notwith- 


ftanding we 


find 


m 


flevejis 


the vale of Suldl 


m is 


exprelly 

called the fait La. Many things have been advanced concern¬ 
ing this lake, which contradict late and accurate obfervations, 
and have therefore been exploded. Pliny gives an account of 


many experiments made upon it by Vrfpajian , particularly that 
heavy bodies would not fink in it, and that it caft luch flench 
and finokc, that the very birds died in attempting to fly over 
it. At prefent, it is found to be otherwife, for birds flyover 
it w i t ho il t the leaf! harm, and its waters are found to be only 
one fifth heavier than common frelh water. It was perhaps 
impregnated in the days of Fcfpafan , in a much greater. degree 
with fait, alum, and bitumen, confequently its waters would 
then be much more denfc, and 


1 the exhalations rifing from them 
are fill! not a little pernicious; 


more noxious though they 
for Dr. Pocccke venturing to bathe in it, was two days after 


* Maundrel, Pocockc. 


feized 
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fciaed with a dizzinefs and pain in the ftomach, which lafted 
near three weeks. It has been reported that the ruins of the 
five cities are ftill to be feen below water in clear weather 5 but 
late curious and accurate travellers declare, that they could 
difeern none, and Mr. Reland , as we have obferved, is of opi¬ 
nion that the five cities were not abforbed in the lake, nor 
were ieated in the vale of Siddim. The lame author, from his 
own obfervations, rejects fevcral other things affirmed by the 
antients concerning it, iuch as, its changing the colour of its 
water three times a day, and apples growing upon its fhores 
f a jr without, and only afhes and bitternefs within. It is how¬ 
ever agreed that the air near it, efpecially on the eaft fide, is 
unhealthful, and though the water is clear, yet it is fo im¬ 
pregnated with fait, that thofe who dive into it come out co¬ 
vered with a kind of brine. All travellers and geographers 
remark, that though it receives the waters of the Jordan , of 
Jabok, of KjJJjoh, and other fprings which flow into it from 
the adjacent mountains, yet it never overflows, though there 
b no vifible way dilcovered by which it dii charges that great 
influx. Some think it has a fubterraneous vent, either into the 
Mediterranean , or into the red fen; but Dr. Shaw computes 
that exhalation alone will prevent it from overflowing, the 
vapours fuppofed to rife from it, being equal to all the waters 
running into it. O11 the eaft and fouth, it is inclofed with ex¬ 
ceeding high mountains, many of them craggy and dreadful 
to behold; on the weft, are feveral of the plains, valleys, and 
deferts above mentioned, and on the north, the great plain of 
Jordan. According to modern accounts, it is 24 leagues ill 
length, and 6 or 7 in breadth. 

The fea of Tiberias was fo called from a city of that name, ^ ie k'j e 
on its fouth-weft fhore. It was alfo called the lake of Kinne- ofTioeriau 
nib , of Genczar or Gcnnzarcth , and the fea of Galilee , being 
almoft furrounded with that province. The river Jordan runs 
quite through it, and according to Jofcphus , it is 100 furlongs 
in length, and about 40 in breadth. It is in moft refpects quite 
oppofite to that of Sodom , and is highly commended for the 
fweetnefs, coolnefs, and excellency of its water, and the 
abundance and variety of noble fifh that breed in it. 

About too furlongs north from the lake of Tiberias , lies the The lake 
lake of Samachon, computed about 7 miles in length, and about of Sa/na- 
ia 1 f as much in breadth. Some derive its name from the ebon, and 
arable Sarnach , a fijh^ others from the Chaldee Samack , red ; of Jar an 
ui account of its reddifh muddy water, for which it is very and Phi- 
emarkable. We do not find it once named in the Old Tefta- ala . 
uent. Jofephus relates, that the whole territory about it was 
nil of marches, and that the city of Hazar , the capital of Ja- 
w, king of Canaan , was feated upon it, as Seleucia hath fmee 
ten. The lake of Jazan and of Phiala are both incon¬ 
el crable. 

Of the rivers in this country, the moft conftderable is the Qf theri- 
arclan. It is indeed the only one that deferves the name of a V crjerda»r. 

river, J 
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river, the reft, though often mentioned under that title, bein« 
rather brooks and rivulets. The 'Jordan hath its fource at tht 
lake of Pbiala , about io miles north of that of Samachov, 
This was not fully proved, till Philip the tetrarch tried the ex¬ 
periment of throwing fome ftraw or chaff into the lake, which 
came out at Paneas , the place where the river emerges out of 
the earth, after having run feveral furlongs under ground, and 
which was till then fuppofed its fpring-head. This phiala, or 
vial, a name commonly given to all refervoirs of that kind, is 
fituate in a delightful and populous country, marts and fairs 
being held in the places adjacent all the fummer long. The 
origin of the name of Jordan is varioufly deduced. Some de¬ 
rive it from Jor, which in Hebrew fignifies a river, and Deo: 
an inconfulernble city near its fpring-head. Others fay, that 
the Jar and Dan were two fmall ftreams, which uniting, form¬ 
ed the Jordan. Both thefe etymologies, however, are rejecled 
its name being of much older date that the city of Dcm % the 
river having only one fpring-head, as mentioned above. Its 
Hebrew name properly is Jarden , therefore others derive it with 
great probability from the Hebrew Jar ad , he dtfeends, or Jar- 
den, a defeent from its rapid courfe through that country. 
The Arabs call it Arden, or Harden , and Ordounon , and the Pcr- 
Jtans , Aerdun. 

Thecourfe The courfe of the Jordan , after it hath taken its fecondrife 

0 j __ at Paneas , is moftly fouthward, bending a few degrees towards 

Jot dan. t ^ le we ft- After a run of about ten or twelve miles, it carries 


its waves quite through the Samachonite lake ; and after a courfe 
of about eighteen or twenty miles more, paffes through the fea 
of Tiberias, and continuing its courfe ftill fouth weft ward for 
about fixty miles more, falls into the Afpbaltite lake. Though 
its bed is very deep, its courfe is neverthelefs very rapid; and as to 
its breadth, a late author tells us, it is about that of the Themes 
ztWindfor-y and another gives it only thirty yards in breadth, 
obferving, that it is three yards deep at the very brink. Its courfe 
and banks are various, according to the nature of the countries 
thro’ which it runs, fome very beautiful, ethers choaked up 
with high and thick reeds, canes, and trees, which quite hide 
the fight of it, and are a harbour for lions and other wild hearts. 
Wc refer our readers to Jofepbus , Reland , Pococke , &c. for a 
farther defeription of this river, and the towns, ruins, woods, 
and other particulars to be feen on each fide of it, a farther 
detail of which would carry us beyond our bounds. 

Its over- We learn from feripture, and from Jofepbus and other wri¬ 
ters, that it overflowed its banks conftantly about the time of 
the early harveft, or foon after Eafter, which was probably 
owing to the melting of the fnows about that time, and the 
early rain of that fcafon. Our modern travellers however al¬ 
lure us, that it no more overflows, it having, as they think, 
by the rapidity of its current, worn its channel deeper than 
formerly. At prefent, therefore, it has in a manner a two¬ 
fold bank, the nethermoft of which contains its water durh't 


flowings. 
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jts natural ftate, and the uppermoft when it is fwelled up to its 
],igheft mark. Dr. Pococke tells us, that thofe banks are fifteen 
f cet deep; and as he and others relate, between the upper 
and lower bank are vaft numbers of reeds, canes, and trees, 
that are a Ihelter to lions and many other wild beafts. Thefe 
at the time of the fwelling of the river, are driven from their 
lurking holes till the waters are again abated, which is ele¬ 
gantly alluded to by the prophet ’Jeremiah . 

Its waters are commonly very turbid by reafon of its rapi¬ 
dity, but are affirmed to be very wholefom and incorruptible. 

The credulous and fuperftitious aferibe extraordinary virtues 
to them, and, according to Pococke , even believe they wafh 
avvay fin. That writer relates, that the Latin prlefts eredt 
altars along thofe banks, where they fay mafs to the devout 
pilgrims, and that both men and women are very follicitous, 
for their fouls health, to have the water of the river poured 
upon them. 

Weffiall now give a fliort account of the moft remarkable Natural 
rarities of this country, both natural and artificial, endea- rarities, 
vouring to fel eeft the probable and certain accounts from thofe 
that are doubtful and fabulous. Among the rarities of the 
natural kind may juftly be reckoned the citrons, melons, olives, 
peaches, and other fuch fruit found in ftone upon mount 
Cornel. Thefe petrificaticns imitate, with a moft curious cx- 
adtnefs, thofe vegetable productions both within and with¬ 
out; and it is farther obferved, that the melons, when opened, 
emit an agreeable fmell. Here alfo, according to our author*, 
are found a kind of oyflers, and other fifh, and, as he was 
told, even bunches of grapes of the fame ftony nature and 
confidence. Whether thefe are really petrefactions, or the 
luxuriant work of nature, is yet undetermined. According to 
Doctor Shaiu , they are found in a white chalky ftratum, which 
compofes the greateft part of the mountain of Carmel , and of 
thofe in the neighbourhood of Jerufalcrn and Bethlehem. Their 
refemblance to the fruits above-mentioned, he fays, is not al¬ 
ways fo ftriking ; however they are impofed upon the pilgrims 
not only for fuch curiofities, but as antidotes againft feveral 
diiiempers. Thus the Lapicles Judaici of the fhops, iuppofed 
to be petrified olives, have gained great reputation as a medi¬ 
cine againft the gravel and ftone. There are great numbers 
of little round ftones, exactly refembling peas, found on a fpot 
of ground near Rachel's tomb near Bethlehem^ which they pre¬ 
tend are not the work cf nature, but the efteeft of a miracle 

wrought by the Virgin Mary. 

Not far from thence they fhew the defert where our Saviour 4 w iid 
in his retirement was tempted by the devil, a moft barren defert. 
and difmal place, and fo dreadfully torn and mangled to all 
appearance, that a beholder is ready to think the earth hath 
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here furfered feme extraordinary convulfion which had turned ' 
its bowels iniide outwards Here is neither tree nor flirub 
to be feen, but rocks only, and moll rugged cliffs. One par¬ 
ticularly very high and craggy, called dfkr aremtania , of difficult 
nd dangerous afeent, is laid to be that on which the tempter 

o}] the kingdoms of the world. : *- 


file wed our bavio 
top at 
deous 


ui ct 


On its 


e two chapels, about both which are a great many hi- 
C-.ves and holes in the rock, formerly the folitary re¬ 
treat or chriitian anchorets. The fancies of the religious pil¬ 
grims are alfo fed with many pretended rarities j fuch as the 
Hones which the tempter delired Chriil to turn into bread, 
and a great number of others which we forbear mentioning. 
There were in this country a great variety of hot and me¬ 


dicinal waters, which may be ranked under the dais of natu¬ 
ral rarities. We may obferve in general, that the Hebrew 
names Cbaniab , Chamalh , and Cbamim , which are tranflated as 
proper names by the Greek and Vulgate , always fignify fuch 

The fuperflitious Jews were 
as to imagine their virtue was 
miraculous. The fprings of Emma us near the fea fide were 
of fuch efficacy againfl moil diltempers, that the Chriftians 
attributed their virtue to our Saviour’s having wafhed his feet 


places as had thofe hot waters, 
fuch admirers of fome of thefe, r 


in them, infomuch that ’Julian the apolfute caufed their fource 
to be Hopped out of hatred to him. Among their natural ra¬ 
rities may alfo be accounted, i. The faline effiorefcences, ob- 
ferved at fome few leagues difiance from tlie Dead fea; a 
clear proof that the whole neighbouring plain mull be impreg¬ 
nated in an extraordinary degree with that mineral, z. The 


celebrated fruit called by the Arabs Zacbone , which grows in 
the plain of Jericho , and both in fiiape and colour refembles a 
fmail unripe walnut. The Arabs bray the kernel, or accord¬ 
ing to Dr. Pocoche , the whole nut with its external rind, in a 
mortar, and throw the pulp into fealding water, on the furface 
of which an oil rifes. This being fkimmed off, is applied by 
them inwardly for bruifes, and outwardly for wounds, they 
preferring it in both cafes even to the balm of Gilead. The 
monks of the convent in bt. John’s defert, fhew a parti¬ 
cular tree which they fcile the locuft tree, on the fruit of 
which they pretend the baptifl lived. According to Dr. Poach 
they are called Caroubs , and bear a fruit fomewhat like a bean, 
containing a few final! feeds, tire fhcll of which, when dry, is 
eaten, and has an agreeable tafte. As we do not find this tree 
iows any where elfe, it may be ranked among the natural rari¬ 
ties of the country. However, it is the common opinion, that the 
JccoHs which the baptift red upon were not fruit, but the m- 
fccls of that name, which at this day the people make their 
food in thole places where they arc found ; and that this kind 
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of food was of very antient date, may be inferred from the per- 
miiTion given for eating it in the levitical law. 

The artificial rarities in this country are extremely nume- Artificial 
rous, and of thefe travellers have given very minute and tedious rarities, 
details. We Ihall only mention the molt remarkable, among 
which may be ranked the ruins of Ptolemais , or St. John (TAcre^ 
or A era , from its antient Hebmv name Acco . Whoever con¬ 
fers thefe ruins with attention, would almoft conclude that 
the city confifted only of caftles, without the intermixture of 
private houfes. It had antiently two walls well flanked with 
towers and other bulwarks, and each wall had a ditch lined 
with ftone, and many private pofterns beneath; but now thefe 
fortifications lie in ruins, the fragments appearing like fo many 
huge rocks. In tire fields without thefe flupendous works, 
are feen fcattered up and down great ftone balls 13 or 14 inches 
diameter, formerly ufed in battering the city before the ufe 
of cannon was known. The cathedral, formerly dedicated to 
St. Andreiu , ftill carries fome remarkable tokens of its antient 
magnificence and fplendor. 

a portico round it, and is diftinguifhed by its loftinefs above 
the other ftrutftures. The remains of the church of St. John^ 
the titular faint of this city, are alfo ftill to be feen. It is a 
lowmaflive building, and in the vault of it is a relief of St. 

Johns head in a charger. The remaining walls of the convent 
of the knights hofpitallers alfo bear fuflicient teftimony of its 
former ftrength and grandeur. The palace 
mafter ftill exhibits a large and noble ftaircafe, and part of a 
Ihtely chapel, the walls of which are ftill entire. Some re¬ 
mains of the bifliop’s palace are alfo ftill to be feen near the 
cathedral. Here is alfo the refid lie of a once famed nunnery 
and the church belonging to it, the walls of the former ftill 
Handing, and the latter ftill entire. There are alfo obferved 
fome ruins of a palace, which by the paflant lion appears to 
have had king Henry of England for its founder. According 
to Tbevenot^ there are ftill to be feen the remains of about thirty 
churches, and particularly of one above the reft, where the 
knights kept their treafure, the place being only known to 
themfelves by a particular piece of marble. This treafure, 

Sandys tells, was carried oft about forty years before his time 
hy the. knights of Malta , the remains of the antient order of 
the knights hofpitallers. The town is nowfcarce a mile in cir¬ 
cumference j the Greeks have a bifliop and ail old church in it, 

4 .U« r . 1 1 


of their grand 


2nd the Latins an inn with a chapel. 
The remains of Sebajle^ or the anti 


antient Samaria , though long Ruins of 
ago laid in ruinous heaps, and a great part of it turned into Samaria. 
plowed land, do ftill retain fome monuments of its antient 
grandeur, and of thofe noble edifices with which it was adorn¬ 
ed by Herod , who in honour of his friend Augujlm Cafar , 
gave it the name of Sebajle. Towards the north fide of it is 
J een a large fquare piazza, encompafled with marble pillars, 
iome Handing, and fome lying, and the fragments of ftrong 

walls 
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walls at feme diftance. X^e church, faid to have been built 
by the emprefs Helena over the place where St. John the bap- 
tilt was beheaded, or, according to fome, buried, is particu¬ 
larly worthy of notice. Its dome, and fome other parts, adorn¬ 
ed with fine marble pillars, capitals, and curious mofaic work 
fhew it to have been a raoft noble fabric. _ Its poor remains 
are now divided into two parts, one of which belongs to the 

• n * , i _ . __C7~*__7. _ !~ —_ii 


_^_ Turks „ .... _ _ 

are feen three tombs, pretended to be thofe of St. John bap tiff 
Elijha , and Obadiah. 

Jacob’s well is frill Ihewed, and reverenced by travellers, not 

only on account of the patriarch whops name it bears, but much 

more by chriftians on account of Chri/l's condefcendingtoholda 

conference there with the Samaritan woman. It is all hewn out 


diameter 


five in depth, five of which Mr. Maundrel found full of water. 
At prefent it Hands at a confiderable diftance from Samaria ; 
but that city, which J r ' " " * 

compals, ftretched itfeififormerly 


twenty 


in 


jppofed he built in order to fup- 

r r _ o a even the city of Jerufalem with 

water, appear ftill, by what remains of them, to have been a 
work of immenfe coft and labour, and worthy of that great 
monarch. The fame may be faid of the fealed fountains which 
lie oppofite to them. They are three in number, and fo dif- 
pofed, that the water of the uppermoft may defeend to the 
fecond, and from the fecond to the third. They are about go 
paces broad, and in length, the firft is 160 paces, the fecond 
2oc, and the third 220. They are all three of a confiderable 
depth, well wailed and plaftered, and contain a large quantity 
of water. The aqueduil by which their water was conveyed 
to Jerufahniy is built on a foundation of ftones. The water 
runs in earthen pipes about ten inches in diameter, cafedin 
two ftones hewn fo as to fit them. Thefe are again covered 
over with rough ftones, and the whole, in many places in the 
fides of the hills, is funk entirely below the furface of the 
ground, fo that nothing is to be feen. Formerly this work 
extended five or fix leagues, and by its ftrength and contrivance, 
appears to have been defigned to laft as long as the world. Its 
folidity and excellent workmanfliip, however, have not fecured 
it from the hands of the Arabs , fo that there are only fome 
fragments of it here and there to be found, though enough 
to convince us that it muft have been a very expenfive and ftu- 


penduous work. In the city of Bethlehem , be fides a great many 
holy places, fitch as the liable, and the very manger and place 
where the divine infant was born and laid, they fhew a 
grotto cut wholly out of a chalky rock, in which the/ pretend 
the bieiTed Virgin concealed herfelf and child from the fury of 
Herod. Some of her milk, they allege, having there fallen to 
the ground, gave not only an uniform whitenefs to the whole 
place, but like wife a miraculous virtue to it to cncreafe the 
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n : ,Ik of Tackling women; which fuperftytious notion is greedily 
ivvallowed by the Turks , Arabs , Latins and Greeks; and Maun - 
tells us, a phyfician at Venice was Ample enough to aft 
him for fome of it for one of his patients who was fcanty of 

her milk. 

The fepulchral monuments that are fcattered all over the Sepuf- 
fece of this country, may juftly be reckoned among its arti- c hr;d mo- 
' rarities, particularly that of the Virgin Mary near Jeru- numerics. 


hcial 
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jalm in the valley of Jchojhaphat , the defeent to which is by a 
magnificent flight of 47 fteps. On the right hand as one goes 
down, is the lepulchre of St. Anna the mother, and on the 

/>, ALary’s hufband ; and according to fome. 


left, that of 
all'o the tomb 


ehoiakirn , her father. In all thefe are altars 
eroded for priefts'" of all forts to fay mafs, and the whole is cut 
into the folid rock. 

The fepulchre of king Jehojhaphat is likewife cut out of the 
rock, and divided into ieveral apartments, in one of which is 
his tomb, adorned with a ftately portico and entablature over 
it, which the reader may fee delineated by Dr. Poccckc. The 
tomb of Abfalem , commonly called his pillar or palace, is alfo T], e pijfej. 
(hewn near Jerusalem , which does not correfpond with the de- of jlhfa- 
feription of the vale of Saveb , or Kings-dale, where we are told / 
it was built. If this was meant the Kings-dale where Melchi- 
zaiec met Abraham, then "Jernfalem may be concluded to have 
been the antient Salem. The ftru&ure ihewn for the pillar of 
Akftilom is about 20 cubits fquare and 60 high, adorned below 
with four columns of the Ionic order, with their capitals, eli¬ 
tes, &c. to each front. From the height of zo to 40 cu¬ 
bits it is fomewhat diminiftied, and above that it changes from 
a fquare into a round, which runs gradually into a point; and 
the whole is cut out of the folid rock. There is a room within 
cutout of the rock confiderably higher than the level of the 
ground, and on the lldes of the room are niches probably to 
receive coffins or bodies. If this monument be really Abfalom's 
pillar, it is probable fome perfons have long fince beautified it 
according to the rules of the Greek architecture. It is now fur- 
rounded with a heap of ftones thrown at it by the Jews and 
Tw\ in token of their abhorrence of the unnatural rebellion 
of Abjhlotn againft fo good and holy a parent. 

A little eaftward from thence ftands the tomb of Zechariah , 
the fon of Barachia , whom the Jews flew between the temple 
and the altar, as it is commonly fuppofed. This fabric is all cut 
out or the natural rock, 18 feet high, and as many fquare. 

Each front is adorned with Ionic columns likewife cut out of 



the reck, and the whole ends in a pointed top like a diamond. 


Ant the* moft noble and magnificent ftruCt 
arc the grottos without the wails of Jerufalem , 
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the kings of Judah or Ifrael was buried here, unlefs perhaps 
Hezckiab. Prince Radziville is of a different opinion, but 
others acknowledge they cannot determine whether the kin 
were buried in them or not. They are all cut out of the " 


On the eaft fid 


loiiJ 


de is the entrance ten feet deep 
lcveral fpacious apartments, tha 


marble rock. 

into the ftone, leading into 
ftrftof which is a large {lately court about 120 feet fquare* 
neatly cut and poliihed out of the marble quarry. () n the 
left, or fouth fide of it, is a noble gallery or portico, with a 
kind of architrave in front, fupported by columns, all likev/ife 
cut out of the fame rock. On the^ left of the portico is the 
defeent into the fepulchres, the palfage into which is fo nar¬ 
row, that a perfon is obliged to enter it by creeping on his 
belly. The hr 11 apartment is a large handfome room, about 
feven or eight yards fquare, fo very neatly and exaclly formed, 
that it may be juftly {filed a hne chamber hollowed out of one 
prece of marble. From three fulcs of this chamber you may 
pafs into fevcral others, a great deal lefs, and of unequal big. 
nefs j but all fquare, and of the fame fabric. From thefeyou 
enter into others ffcill lefs, of an oblong hgure, one within ano¬ 


ther, fome of which, at th 




farther end, have a part deeper 

In every one of thefe 


than the reft by fix of feven fteps. 
rooms, except the firft, are ftone coffins placed in niches carved 


in th 


chamber 


Th 


vered with handfome femicireular lids, adorned with flowers, 
garlands, and other devices ; but moft of them are now broken 
to pieces. What, till of late, appeared the moft furprifingto 

travellers is, that the door-cafes, hinges, and pivots, are all of 
the fame ftone with the reft, the doors feeming to be cut out 
of the very place on which they hang, and not wrought elfe- 
where or from any other block. But the whole myftery of 
thefe doors feems of late to have been unravelled by a more cu¬ 
rious beholder. He obferved, that the only one of them now 
left hanging, which is two feet and a half wide, five feet and a 
half long, and five inches thick, and left rough within, did not 
touch its lintel by at leaft two inches; fo that he believes it 
might have been cafily lifted up and unhinged. 


To 
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devotees, as well as moft travellers, add a great number oi 


fuDernatural ones 


{hall 


appears to be well attefted. On mount Olivet is {hewn a moft 

remarkable cleft, faid to have been made by a miraculous earth¬ 
quake that happened at our Saviour’s crucifixion. It is in- 
doled in the great church of St. Sepulchre , and is about two 
fpans deep, and a fpan wide, running all down the rock to 
an unknown depth in the earth. That this is a natural and 
genuine rent, fays Maun dr el , the fenfe of every one that fc« 
ic may convince him ; for the fides of it fit each other like 
two tallies, qnd yet it runs in fuch intricate windings, as could 
not be counterfeit;ed by art, nor arrived at by any inftrument 
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The indigent and fuperftitious monks, to draw a little money 
from Grangers, fliew them a great many topical rarities, ren¬ 
dered remarkable by any tranfaclion in the Old or the New 
Teftament. Thus they fhew the houfc of Dives and the fly 
where Lazarus was laid. They even go beyond this, and 
drew others of which not the leaft mention is made in holy 
writ-, fuch as the identical olive tree to which they pretend 
our Saviour was tied •whilft his enemies were looking out for 
frclh accufations and falfe witnefles to condemn him with 
more feeming juftice. The place where he fainted under his 
crofs. The gallery where Pilate brought him forth to the 
Jews, bedecked with the enfigns of mock royalty, itfe. We 
refer thofe that are curious in fuch kind of things, to the feveral 
authors we have lately quoted. 

Having now gone through a general defeription of the Holy The dif- 
Land, we fhall next take a fhort view of the feveral lots and f cr ent lots 
countries affigned to the twelve tribes ; in doing of which we 0 f the 
(hall begin with thofe of the two tribes and a half feated be- twelve 
yond the "Jordan , as being the firft conqueft they made in their tribes, 
way to the land qf promife. 

The Israelites having fubdued the Amorites , and the king of 
Bojhan, found their country fo rich, delightful, and fpacious, 
that the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and half of that of Ma- 
najjeh , were permitted to fettle in them. That of Reuben , The lot of 
which was the el deft, was allowed by the divine lawgiver the Reuben. 
fouthern part of their new conqueft. This lot was bounded 
on the weft by part of the Dead fea and of the river Jordan ; 
on the fouth by the river Anion , which feparatecl it from Mi- 
dm ; on the eaft it was hemmed in partly by the Moabites and 
partly by the Ammonites ; and on the north was ieparated from 
the Gadites by a finall river. It was near fixty miles long and 
as much broad, and was every where fertile in corn, wine, 
fruits, and efpecially in pafture grounds. The chief towns in 
it were Hejbbon , the capital, Jaza, % Bamotb Baal , Beth-jocor , 

Medaba , Mcphetb , Abilab , Edom or Adam , Shittim , Lroias , 

Bethabai'ah , Macheron , Bezer, Bozer, or Bozrab , Lafa or Laijh y 
fmee Callirhoe , Kedemoth , and Betbjefimotb *. It may be ob- 
ferved in general, that thofe names that have before them the 
Hebrew word Beth , which figniries either a houfe or temple, 
were properly fo named from fome particular deity, except it 
be that of Bethabarah above-mentioned, which figniries either 
a fording place, or the office where any kind of cullom or tri¬ 
bute was paid. 

Next to Reuben , on the north, was feated the tribe of Gad, q f Q a 
having likewife the Jordan on the weft, the Ammonites on the 
wft, and the half tribe of Manajfeh on the north. It was no 
kfs rich and fertile than the former, efpecially in pafture 
grounds. Its chief towns were Mahanaim and Penuel , both fo 
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mimed by Jacob ; Succoth , where he built his booths, Mifpah , or 
J'Aafpba, Rabbah, the metropolis of Bajhan, finee called 

and more lately Philadelphia •, Ramoth Gilead, Rogelim, 
the native place of good old Barzillai ; ‘Thijhbi, Sharon, Sopbar, 
ylrmon , Magejh, Debbir, Ajhtaroth, Jazer, Dibbon, Aroer, Beth- 
bar an, and Enon, where jfalw baptized ; which laft was on the 
eaft bank of Jordan, about eight miles fouth of Scythopolis. 

On the north of the Gadites was feated the half tribe of Ma- 
nr.[kb, having on the welt tire Jordan and Samacbonite lake, on 
the eaft the hills of Bajhan and Herman, and on the north part 
of mount Lebanon. This territory was more extenfive than 
any of the other two, and afterwards got the name of upper 
Galilee, or Galilee of the Gentiles. It contained feveral con- 
fiderable territories, inch as Gilead, Batanca, Gaulonitis, Aura - 
nifis, Machonitis, Gcjhur, Auran or Amrarn, and Argob, all of 
them fo called from their capitals. Gaulonitis extended from 
Perce a quite to Lebanon. Its capital was given to the Levities! 
tribe, and made a city of refuge. Batanca was properly the 
kingdom of Bajhan, bounded by Gilead and the Ammonites vs 
the eaft, by the brook Jabbok on the fouth, by mount Herman 
on the north, and on the weft by the Jordan, ft'he canton of 
Argob was part of it. Auranitis was fituate between the upper 
fpring of Jordan and the country of Gcjhur. Machonitis lay 
Jikcvrife near the head of the Jordan, in the way to Damajcm. 
The Gejhurites lived next to the canton of Machonitis, and 
we find the Manajfiics lived in friendfhip with both thefe peo¬ 
ple, having foreborn to deflroy them. 

The chief cities of this half tribe were Bofra, Selfcha, Mrn- 
chah, Gerjkon, Ajhtaroth, Jlclrach-Kedar, or the tents of Kedar, 
(probably the dwellings of the Kcdaritcs, defeendants of Ijkmatl, 
who were fcattered, according to Pliny, in Arabia, Pbonnet, 
Syria, See. and lived by plunder) Sueta, Gamala, Efdrai , Gi¬ 
lead, Pella, Abel, Abel Ivjaachak, JabeJh-Gilead, Corazin, jtt- 

Hippo, Gadar, and Ephron. 

Jordan from the half tribe of Manajfeh, we en¬ 
ter into the province of lower Galilee, which lay on the moll 

" " nd in which we find 
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lias, Bcihj'aidit, Girgejha 
Croftin';: the Jordan fr 


a. 


northern frontier of the land of Promij'c, 
the tribes of Naphiali, AJher, Zcbidun, and IJJachar . Some even 
piace both the Galilces, upper and lower, on the weft fide o» 
t he Jordan. It appears to us, however, that upper Galilee , or 
Galilee of the Gentiles, comprehended the half tribe above- 
mentioned. Our readers will find the arguments for both opi¬ 
nions in Lidht /bote. Cel lari us, Roland , and Calmet. Lower 

o ,/ ^ J / * _ 

like , fo called chiefly on account of its fttuation and flat coun¬ 
try, was very fertile add champain, cxeeDt on the northern 
fide towards Svria. It produced exeelle 
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fruits or all lbrts with. littl 


ent corn, wme,oil, and 
labour, and in its flourifhing fi ate 
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fcient to believe that the country was really very rich and po¬ 
pulous, and its inhabitants of a flout and warlike difpofition, 
and very zealous for the Jewijh religion. 

On the north-eaft corner of the province was feated the tribe Of Naih* 
of Napbtali, over-againft the half tribe of Manajfeh , from tali, 
which it was feparated by the Jordan. On the north it had 
the mountain Libanus , on the weft the tribe of Ajher , and on 
the fouth the tribe* of Zebulun. The chief towns of it were 
Dan , formerly called Lajjh and Lajhcm , (taken by a colony of 
th zDanites, who gave it the name of their tribe (a) Beerhn , 

Emath, and Arbites, each a capital of a confiderable territory, 

MAhn, A?nath-dor , Kirjathaim, Ablala, Merom , Harofeth , Ha- 
zor, Majkeloth , Migdudel , Kadejh-Hapbtali , Scpher or Kirjath- 
Sepbcr, fuppofed from its name an antient univerfity or city of 
books, Carthan , Humman , Mom Chrijli , and Capernaum. 

Weft from Napbtali lay the tribe of Ajher , adjoining on the Of djber • 
north-eaft to Phoenice , having the Mediterranean on the weft, 
and on the fouth Zebulun. It had feme confiderable cities near 
the fea, though no fea-port of any note. The famed city of 
7jw was fttuate on its coaft, but it is much queftioned whether 
the Ajher ite$ were ever in pofieffion of it, or ever expelled the 
old inhabitants. It was fo fruitful in corn, wine, oil, 
the beft kinds, that it fully anfwered the blefting given to it by 
dying Jacob , that the bread of it Jhould be fat , and that it Jlmdd 
yield royal dainties. Its chief towns were Elkatb , Cana the 
greater, Gabala , Rabab , Apbek , Hacock , Gifchala , Betkjbemcjlo , 

Jcbfaphf Beth Dagon-, Acca , yfo'a or Ptolemais, lately defcribed, 
with a good number of inferior towns. 
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w Mediterranean , on 

the eaft the fea of Galilee , and feparated on the fouth from 

Kijh 


Iffachar by 


By its vicinity to the 
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fea, the number of its ports, and the largenefs of its commerce, 

verified the bleflings given to the tribe both by Jacob 
•s. Its capital was 'Zabulon , fituated on the Mediter- 


Moi 


JephthaeL This city 


on 
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account of its populoufnefs, was once called Zabulon Andron y 
or of men. It was adorned with fine buildings after the manner 
of Tyre y and on that account much admired by CcJUus , who 
neverthelefs took, plundered, and burnt it to the ground *. 


(a) This city became after- From Dan to Fccrfeba. It was 
wards infamous for the calf fet up fiom this city ihe woman came 
by Jeroboam, to which the revolt- to be healed of her flux, in rne- 
-d tribes relorted. As it flood on mory or which fire erected a fla- 
be northmoft verge of Pale/Dne, tue to her divine phyfician, which 
ad Beerjbeba on the oppofite flood till Jv.iian the apoftate caufed 

it to be pulled own. fiufeb. 1. viii. 

Jofeph, de bell. Jud, 1. iii. c. 2 . 


veba on 

ontier, thence arofe ihe provesb. 
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Its other chief cities were, Bethfaida , Magdahn, Jotapa , jf jpp^ 
Cinnereth , iince Tiberias, Cartba , Betbulici , Rhnmon , Dothahn, 
Danina, Somcrom, Tabor, both city and mount, or S'tporis, 
Nazareth , CVzzzr? the leffer, common]y £V?/7 ( ? of Galilee , Iconium 
Sicaminum or Porpbyreon, Hcipbab or Ceipba. 

The laft tribe in lower Galilee was that of I (fa char , bounded 
like the former by the Mediterranean on the weft, on the eaft 
by the Jordan, on the north by Zcbulun, and on the fouth by 
the other half tribe of Manaffeh. Its chief towns were 7b/> 
cbea , on the banks of the fea of Galilee , famed for the defence 
it made againft Vefpajian , Cejion , IJfachar , Carnoth, Enghanmm , 
Rabbotb , Cadejh, Aphcc , where &?#/ encamped near mount 67- 
Zw/v; Shunem , the place v/here the hofpitable Sbimamite lodged 


the prophet Elijah ; Endor , where the witch entertained king 
Saul ; Naim , where Chrift raifed the poor widow’s fon ; Beth- 
Jhemejh , Jezrecl or Efdrelcn , which ftood on the weft foot of 
mount Gilboah , and was the royal refidence of Abab , and Cty- 

Peregrinorum , a fortrefs built near the fea fide in the time 
of the holy war. 

On the fouth of IJfachar lay the other half tribe of Mamjfeh, 
other half having the Jordan and Mediterranean as its eaftern and weltern 
tribe of boundaries, and the tribe of Ephraim on the fouth. It had an 
Manajfeh. admirable variety of plains, mountains, valleys, and fprings, 

and a good number of ftately cities, among which arc thole 
that follow : Bethjhean , called afterwards Scythopolis , from the 

who in the time of made an irruption into 
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Judea ; Salem , near the coaft of the Jordan , fuppofed to have 
been the feat of the celebrated Melchizedek ; Ancr, Bezel, Aid- 
Meholab , Cajlrum Alcxandrinum , Tirjbab , Acrobat a, Tbcbtz, 
Tanac , Gath-Rimmon, Maccotb, Ennon , Megiddo , Giigal , Dor or 
Dora, Cesjaria-Palcjima, antiently ftiled S/rato’s tower, where 
Paul pleaded his own caufe before Fejlus , and Antiparrh , built 


Of Eph- 

raim. 



to the Mediterranean. 


On the fouth it was bounded by the tribe 

The 


of Benjamin, and the north by part of the tribe of Prr;z, 
country was partly level and partly mountainous. The moun¬ 
tains were covered with trees and good pafture, and the iow 
lands were exceedingly rich and fruitful. Its cities and towns 
were numerous, large, and well peopled. Some of the chief 
were Saron, an antient royal city conquered by JoJhua, 10 
called from its delightful and fertile fituation ; Lydda , or Djj- 
polis, now St. George, ftnee the time of the holy war, that lauit 

I • t t 1 |f • 1 . 1 ... I? //■?• 



fmee Sebajte , Jechman, Ta 
Gath- R imnno n, Miclmajh, 
leveral others lefs confiderable, 
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Tapbnab, Dog, Doch, or Dagon, fo.yey 

Byra, and S/;//?, or vn 




Iince 


iu 


\V 


3 


OF THE WORLD. 


We come now to J 


Judah , Dan 


was lituate on the moft louthern fide of the whole, having 
Ebbraim , laft defcribed, on the north, die Mediterranean on 
the weft, Idumea and Egypt on the feuth, and the Jordan and 
Dead fea on the eaft. Though the climate was much warmer 
than that of the other two, it was nevertheleis I'o well re- 
frefted with cooling winds from the leas and mountains, that 
it was quite moderate and delightful. It was as fertile in corn, 
wine, oil, fruits, pallure grounds, &c. as any of the reft, and 
the foil was likewife beautifully variegated with plains, hills, 
valleys, and fome deferts, moft of them well watered with plea- 
fan t ftreams. 

The tribe of Benjamin , which lay next to Ebhraim, was bound- 

« .1 n i kV / _i . .. j. . i* .i 1 i n i cv i 
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1 oi the tribe of Da ), 


It had not fo many 


cities and towns as moft of the others, but this was amply com- 
penfated by its containing the moft confiderable, and the me¬ 
tropolis of all the reft ; namely, the fo juftiy celebrated city of 
Jerufalem. The other cities of note were Jr'--'-!™ diu*™ &, 


Hai. GihaU Anathoth , Neb 


be added the two noted villages of Bethany and Gcthfemane. 

The city of Jerufalem is luppofed to have been fo called by 
king David, who in the beginning of his reign took the fortrefs 
of Sisn from the Jebufites, and is thought at the fame time to 
have expelled them from this city. The name in the Hebrew 
properly liquifies the vilion, inheritance, or poifeilion of peace. 

»pi. r\ / . i r _. • . _^u :^ i .. .i r r: _ r. /.. v • i_ 


The Greeks and Lathis call it Solyma 
M fome have imagined to be a com 


Hierofol) 





Z 


and 1/AvuLZy but without foundation. Others, without any pro- 
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nd Charilus , as a wonderful people who fpoke the Phoenician 
tongue, wore their hair crept round and ftiort, and dwelt in the 
mountains of their name near a very large lake. The circum- 
far.ee of cutting the hair round, was exorefsly contrary to the 
Levitical law, therefore could not be ufed 


by 


Jews. 


Nei¬ 


ther was there a conformity between their weapons and thole 


entioned by the poets ; nor did the J, 
Jerufalem did not rife to its height oi 


till the reign of Solomon , when it was divided into four parts, 
each incloled with its own walls. The firft part was the old 
city of Jehus* which flood on mount Zion, where the prophets 

David built a magnificent caftle and palace. 



elegant manner by Hrod the great, who infcribecl it to 
Jrippa and Cajiir. The lecond part was the lovjcr city , and 
being built after the firft, was called the daughter of Zion. Here 
flood the two magnificent palaces built by Solomon for himfelf 
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and 
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Judea pro¬ 
perly fo 
called. 
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of IJcnja * 
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Jerufalem 

defcribed. 
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Sohn:07iT, 

temple* 


Maccabean 


Herod. 


by Herod. 


tutors ; the ftrong citadel built by Antiochus , to command and 

overtop the temple ; laftly, anothe 
called by him Antonia . The third part was the new t 
inhabited by tradefmen, artificers, and merchants. 


P 1 


A A 

C kj 


J 7 

On the 

. _ _ y . Moriah , was built the famous tem- 

i Solomon* defcribed in the 6th and 7th chapters of the ill 

* _ ^ 1 « rxi 


Setting 


book of Kings •, and fince then, that rebuilt by the Jews on 
their return from Babylon , and afterwards built almoft anew, 
and greatly adorned and enriched by Herod. Several authors 
have exhibited to the world this fo celebrated ftru&ure; but 
there is fuch a difference in their deferiprions, that it is im- 
poflible to reconcile them, or to find that juft conformity be¬ 
twixt them and the account in the facred writings, 
afide all controverted points concerning it, we fhall coniine 
our prefent account of it to fuch particulars only as are agreed 
on all hands, and founded on the authority of the divine wri¬ 
ters, which may ferve to give our readers a general idea of the 
whole. We find then that there were no lei's than 161,300 
men employed in the work ; that neverthelefs it took up feven 
whole years in building j that the height of the ftruclure was 
1 zo cubits, or upwards of 210 feet, and the courts round it 
about half as high ; that the front on the eaft fide was founded 
on a terras built up from the valley below 300 cubits high, 
formed of fquare ftones of a vaft bigness. The height of the 
principal tower above the reft of the edifice was 60 cubits; fo 
that from the bottom of the valley to its fummit, was no lefs 
than 840 feet, reckoning a foot and nine inches to the cubit; 
though fome indeed reckon this cubit here ufed at two feet, 
and fome even at three. This terras, raifed to make the area 
of a fuffieient breadth and length for the edifice, was 1000 cu¬ 
bits in length at the bottom, 800 at the top, and its breath 100. 
The terras was fupported by immenfe buttreiies 50 cubits 
bread, and jutting out at the bottom beyond the face of the 
wall 150 cubits. The ftones of which it was built -were, ac¬ 
cording to Jofephus , all of marble, 40 cubits long, 12 thick, and 
8 high, and fo exquifitely joined, th t the whole feemed a 
polifhed rock. According to the fame, hiftorian, there were 
1433 columns of Parian marble, and twice that number of pi- 
lafters, and of fuch thicknefs, that three men could hardly 
embrace them, their height and capitals being proportionable, 
and of the Corinthian order. It is probable, however, that 
‘Jofephus hath given the two laft articles from the temple or 
'Herod , they not being mentioned by the facred hiflorians. 
Thefe laft are very particular as to the prodigious cedars or 
Lebanon ufed in that noble edifice, the excellent workmanunp 
of them adapted to their feveral ends and defigns, together 
with their gildings and other curious ornaments. To con-: 
elude, all the materials of this ftupenduous fabric were fafhion- 
er] to their feveral purpoftr, and finifbed before they 

brought 


were 
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brought to Jerufalem ; that is, the ftones in their quarries, and 
the cedars in Lebanon; fo that there was no noife of ax, ham- 
mer) . or any tool heard in the rearing of it. We muft refer 
oar curious readers for a further account of this edifice to the 
learned Capelins, one of the belt and moft accurate authors who 
have wrote on this fubject, next to the inipired writers. The 
city of Jerufalem , in its moft flourifhing ltate, is fuppofcd to 
have been about four miles in^circumference, and to have con¬ 
tained 120,000 inhabitants. Jofepbus makes its circumference 
about 33 ftadia, or four miles and 125- paces : but according to 
Hecateus , who defcribed it as it was in the time of Ptolomy 
Imts, it was no lefs than 50 ftadia in circumference; but the 
out parts were probably included. Jofepbus tells us, there pe~ 
r [{hed in the fiege 1,100,000 fouls; but great part of thefe were 
{hangers come to celebrate the paflover. 

Whatever was its former itate, at prefent it is reduced to a The roe- 

poor, thinly inhabited town, 

by the T urks Cudfembaric t 

Muds and Bait Almokdes , that is, the holy and the bcly buildings. 
Itiiandsona rocky mountain furrounded on all (ides, except 
on the north, with fteep afcents and deep rallies. 1'hefe again 
are environed with other hills at feme di’/tance from them. The 
foil now, for want of care, is for the moft part ftony, fandy, 

and barren, and ~“ 1 ” '"' A r ""'' ~~. 

oil, about the ne 
from it, fcarcely _ 

fpontaneous herbs and fhrubs, which are left to run to feed. 

The emperor Adrian built a new city, which he called MU a 
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old one, adorned it with 


wails and other noble edifices, permitting the Chriftians to 


fettle and live in it. Thi 


but a fhort-lived 


grandeur: 


for when the pious emprefs Heh 


a 


it f lady, and mother of GonJ't 
theatre of the world’s redemption, Ihe found it in fuch a rui¬ 
nous condition, as raifed her pity into a noble zeal of reftor- 
ing it to its anfient luftre. To this purpofe Ihe caufed, with 
a great deal of coft and labour, all the rubbifh that had been 
thrown upon the places where our Saviour had fuiTered, had 
been buried, &c. to be removed. While the workmen were 
thus employed, they found the crofs on which he died, as 
well as thofe of the two malefactors who were put to death 
with him; and as the writers of thofe times relate, that which 
bad bom the Saviour of mankind was difeovered from the 


other two by a miracle. Mount Cat 
file caufed a magnificent church to b 


then cleared, 
built upon it, fo as to 


inclofe as many of the feenes of his fufferings as could be con- 
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veniently done. This 
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and is 

kept in good repair by the generous offerings of a conftanr 
concourfe of pilgrims continually referring to it, and by the 
contributions of feveral chriftian princes. The walls of it are 

cedar' 3 the eaft end enclofes mount 


of ftone, the roof 


of 
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Calvary , and the weft the holy fepulchre. The nave of the 
church conftitiites the choir, and in the infide ifles are {hewn 
the places where the moft remarkable circumftances of our 
Lord’s paffion were tranfacfted, together with the tombs of 
Godfrey and Baldwin , the two fir ft chriftian kings of Jerufa- 
lem. In a chapel that rifes 22 fteps is {hewn that part of Calvary 
on which Ghrijl v/as crucified, and the very hole in the rock 
in which his crofs was fixed. At the weft end is the chapel 
of the fepulchre hewn out of the folid rock, having a dome or 
lantern Supported by pillars of porphyry. Round the fepul¬ 
chre is a cloifter divided into fundry chapels, appropriated to 
the leveral feels of chriftians who reftde there ; luch as Greeks, 
Armenians , Maronites , ' Jacobites , Copts , Abyjfmes , Georgians , &c. 
and on the north-weft are the apartments of the Latins , who 
have the care of the church, and are forced to reftde conftantly 
in it, the Turks , who keep the keys, not fuffering any of them 
to come out, but obliging them to receive their provifions in 
at a wicket. 

The grandeft ceremonies are performed within this place at 
Eafer, which chiefly conftfr in reprefentations of our Lord’s 
paffion, crucifixion, death and refarredtion ; all which are afted 
with their concernitint circumftances, though, as we are in¬ 
formed by feveral witnefies of undoubted credit, in a manner 
not altogether fo fait able to the facrcdnefs of the fubjedh 
ing limited by the nature of our work not to expatiate on 
thole particulars, we mull refer our readers to Radziville , 
Thcvenot , Sandy:, Le Bruyn , Reland ,, Maundrel , and efpecially 
Dr. Shaw and Dr. Pccocke , who have enriched their account 
of thofe facred places with many curious and learned remarks. 

We ill all, however, obferve, that on mount Moriah is an 
ediftce erected, called Solomon’s temple, and {landing on or near 
the fpot where the ftrft temple flood. It is not eafy to guefs 


Be- 
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with a fpacious fquare court, extending, according to Mr. 
Maundrel , 570,common paces in length, and 370 in breadth, 
and walled on every fide. In the midft of the fquare, and 


a building. 


fevjui) noiv or nones is laid to nave ltood, is 


erefted 


a 


■kith 


tion by the Turks , that a ftrangcr cannot go 
without being in danger of forfeiting his life c 
Pccocke greatly extols both the materials 


i fuch venera- 
near its border 
or religion. Dr. 
nd workmanfhip of 


rccccne greatly extois DOtn tne materials and worjemammp w 
this ediiice, which he thinks was formerly a chriflian church. 
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arche 

P 


> in a houle laid to have been that of Pontius Pilate , ove. 


rches turned over them being finely wrought, 
relent is under the government of a Sangiac, w 


cafed 

and the co¬ 
ns and the 
The city at 
whofe refider.ee 





againii: the caftie of Antonia. AH that we {hall add concerning 

this 
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. - s f a med city is, that many of thofe ftately churches, built 
• memory of fome remarkable gofpel tranfa&ion, have been 
*'nce turned into mofques, into fome of which money will 
jl cure an entrance, and into others not. Both friars and 
other chriftians are kept fo poor by the tyranny of the govern¬ 
ment, that the chief fupport and trade of the place confifts in 
providing Grangers with food and other accommodations, and 
felling them beads, relics, and other religious trinkets, for 
which they are obliged to pay confiderable funis to the Sangiac, 

as well as to his officers. 

The tribe of 'Judah extended fouth from Benjamin quite toThelo 
the mountains of Seirznd Edom , which feparated it from Idumea , Judah 
and was bounded on the eaft by the Dead fea, and on the weft 
L t he tribes of Dan and Simeon , which lay between it and 
the Mediterranean. This tribe was reckoned the largeft and 
moll populous tribe of all the twelve, and the inhabitants the 
{loutefr and moft valiant; and it was after dignified fo much, 

?.s to give a name to the whole nation. It was beautifully va¬ 
riegated with hills, vales and plains, and extremely fertile, 

. except where it lay contiguous to Idumea. Its principal cities 
and towns were Bethlehem , the birth-place of our Saviour, 
and of king David , now a poor vilra^e, but having a magni¬ 
ficent church built over the place where the divine infant was 
bom by the emprefs Helena , great numbers of pilgrims conti¬ 
nually rei'ort thither; Lihna , Makkedah , Azecha , Bethzor 
Bcthjcra , Emmaus , Nicopolis , Bezech, Tekoah , Engaddi , Oda 
Kedah. Hebron , by the teltimony of Mofe 


or 


Jmim, Maon 

V « />• 


Jet her, Jerimoth , Taphnah 
Holon. Gozen. Gelo , CabzaeL Hazor 


MaJJada , a famous fortrefs built by Judas Maccabeus 
on a craggy rock, inacceflable on all fides but one, but fur- 
rounded with a fine fpacious and fertile plain. The rock on 
which it was built, ftood a few miles weft of the Dead fea, and 
fouth of Engeddi, and was called by the Romans Collis Achillea. 


W » 

J 


Dan 


and that fea were feated the antient PhUiliines , once mafters of 

ha 


the whole coaft from the confines of 


e cn the north, to 


thofe of Idumea on the fouth. The cities on this coaft were 
fo flrong and populous, that the Danites could not prefently 
| wreft them from their brave inhabitants but were forced to 
gain them by degrees as they could, and at laft to leave them 
in quiet pofleffion of fix of the moft confiderable, namely, 

Gath, Accaron , Ajhdod , Afcolon, Gaza , and Majuma, together 

with the territories belonging to them, whilft they contented 
themfelves with thofe that lay north of them up to Joppa. 

I he lot of Dan was to the north of the tribe of Simeon. Of Dan. 
Its greateft length from north to fouth did not exceed forty 
whs. It ended in a point towards the north, and its greateft 
breadth towards the fouth was about 25 miles : but what it 
wanted in room, was in a great mcafure made tin by the fer- 

tility 
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tility of the foil and the induftry and bravery of the inhabitants 
fome of whom, rather than be confined within their narrow 
limits, ventured fo far as the city of Laijh , in the utmoft verge 
north of Palejiine , after new fettlements. Dan, however, with¬ 
in its fmall extent, had a good number of cities, the chief of 
which were Cafphin , Tbimnab , Bcth-Shemejh , where the ark 
refted when brought back from the PhiliJlines , Ajalon , Lachijb 
from whence Sennacherib fent that haughty meflage to Beze- 
kiah ; Mo din, Eltek, Lehi , the place where Samfon flew io 00 
Phillftines with the jaw-bone of an afs ; Gibbethon , Zorah or 
Sorah, the birth-place of Samfon ; Jamnia and Joppa. Thefe 
two laft were maritime cities, and very confiderable. Jamnia, 
a! fo called Jamni , Jamnes , Jemme , and Jemmais , lay between 

and Jzotus, in a pleafant champain country. It is not 
mentioned by any of thefe names in the Hebreiv text; but we 
meet with that of Jabnc among thofe cities that kingTJzziai 
took from the Phili/lines , which is probably the fame. Joj c . 
phus tells us, it was given from the tribe of Judah to that of 
Dan. It was made an epifcopal fee under that of Caefam in 
the early times of chrillianity, but at prefent hath nothing 
worth our farther notice. Joppa , now Jaffa, was the only 
lea-port which the Jews in the fouthern provinces had on 
the Mediterranean lea, and was feated on a high fpacious hill, 
which commanded a full profpedt of the fea on one fide, and 
of a delightful fertile country on the other. It was antiently 


Of Simeon. 


a fine city, and is often mentioned both in the Old and New 
Teflament: but during the holy war it was fo entirely ruined, 
that it had fcarcely any buildings left Handing but the oldcaftle, 
and another near the fea fide. At prefent the town is rebuilt 
with good Hone houfes towards the lea, and drives a confider¬ 
able trade, particularly in the Rama and Jernfalem foap. There 
are likewife great quantities of rice, corn, and other commo¬ 
dities brought hither from Egypt , and afterwards exported into 
other countries. Though the port is fo marred and blocked 
up that no Ihips of burden can come into it, the road before 
it, however, is fafe and convenient enough. It is fuppofed to 
have been the feene of the famed adventure of Perfeus and An¬ 
dromeda ; and St. Jerom tells us, that in his time fome links 
of the chain with which the latter was faftened to the rock, 
were ttill to be feen. It is likely, however, that this fabulous 
fiory took its rife from the prophet Jonah’s imbarking at this 
place, and being fwallowed up by a whale, or as the Hebrew 
imports, a fea monfter, or monllrous large filh. 

The tribe of Simeon was confined to a very fmall lot on the 
moft fouthern corner of Judea , being feparated on the fouth 
by Idumea , or rather from the territories of Egypt by the fmall 
river Sichor , called the river of Egypt. The greateft part of it 
was fo mountainous, fandy and barren, and was moreover fo 
haraflcd by the Philtjiines on one fide and the Idumeans on the 
other, that finding neither room and fuftenance fufficient, nor 
any quietnefs in their inheritance, they were obliged to feck 


their 
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their fortune among the other tribes. From the very beginning 
we find they hired themfelves out to affift their brethren in the 


- 

allotted to them. Oth 


& 

ierved 


ng iome final! {hare 
i themfelves among 
as fcribes, notaries. 


fchoolmafters, &c. fo truly v/as their father Jacob's curfe veri¬ 
fied on them, as well as on the tribe of Levi , on account of 
their bloody maflacre of the Sbecbe?nites : cur fed be their dneer 

/f ft /tt f r* rt n i/t r/ ^ /*» i«4 ^ m. . ^ * * * 1 O * _ _ 


for it i 

difperft 


>dy manacre or tne Ubecbet 
fierce , their revenge ft 

m in Jacoby and fccitter thei 


2t Ti/w inhuman. / ty/// 
72 Ifrael. Their towns 


were few, and ‘none of them very confiderable. The 


them were Siccleg , or Ziklag , given 


Acbijh to king; David. 


who after he came to the crown, ftrongly fortified the place - 
or Ham , given to the Simecnites by the tribe of for 
their alfiftance in the conqueft of his lot ; Horma ,, Debir, an- 
tiently Kirjath-Sepher ,, or the city of books, and thence Yup- 
pofed an umverfity ; 6-V/v/r, or Gezarah , antiently the royal re- 
fidence of the kings, furnamed Abimelecb, famed for their juf- 
tice and generous hofpitality to Abraham and Ifaac • Beerfbcba 


Juclah 


of Promife 

* * . y 


w !• ! *' 1 n 1 , _ *-' ^ IS 1/114. f tA y 

which two lalt lay near the fea-coaft, and were indeed the moft 
confiderable j but it is a cjueftion whether the Swieonitcs ever 
got polleffion of either, or if they were then in being. Anthedon 


was deltroyed by Alexander Janneus , one of the kings of the 
Maccabitijh race, but afterwards rebuilt by Herncf and called 
by him Agrjppias , in honour of his ftedfaft friend Agrippa , the 
favourite of Augufius. Rhinocolura , or Rhino cor ura ^ was the laft 
city on this coaff, and lay near the mouth of the river Sichor, 

i , • . ^ eek ^ liunifies (lit noflrils . 

Onrl O 4 ■ a . _ a _ * # . i - * /I • 1 i 0 0 y ^ ' 


and according to a tradition it was firft 
ftigmatized in that manner, and fent 
Strabo and Seneca , by a Perfian king ; bi 
w, by a king of Egypt and Ethiopia. 


. -w v. c/aiiuiLLl 

thither, according to 


planting, however 


>y a Perfian king ; but according to Diodo- 
Egypt and Ethiopia. This account of its 


ooked upon as fabulous. Antient wri- 


Paleft 


and even in 


P„„,, i . aiiu cvwx m 

flPh it having, at different times, belonged to them all but 
vvhat name it was called by whilft under the Jews , cr indeed 
tilUhe Greeks gave it the above -mentioned, is no where to 

DC iOund. ft beramp. in fhp parivtimpc _ 


fi, 


bifhop 


a ltrorig lortrefs during the holy war, when it was called Pba~ 

^ - J _ c r i n « — 


Palejl 


Turkifii auxili- 
It is fince gone 


‘Uiu is now an meoniioeraDie place, and the territory 
about it a mere wildernefs. 


Wc fhall now give a fho 
rcllhips of the Philiftincs. 


n me srnujlines. Their country was conhned 
Mediterranean lea and the tribes of Simeon , Dan 


was confined be- 


ffior 


cr the nyer bezor to the lcaport of J amnia* Flow 


terrinr 
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territories encroached upon the tribes above-mentioned, is not 
eafy to guefs. Though they raifed very confiderable armies 
againft the Ifraelites , yet the far greater part of them feem to 
have confifted of auxiliaries from Edom or Idumea . The names 
of their capital cities, as they lay from north to fouth, were 
Gath , Accaron , or Ekron , Ajhdod , or Azoins , Afcalon , and GW, 
with its fea-port, called Majuma and Portus Gaza. Thefe ci¬ 
ties appear to have been wrong, rich, and populous, and to 
have had each of them fome confiderable towns and villages 
under them, all of them fituate, as far as can be gathered from 
the facred records, in fertile territories, and well cultivated by 
the induftrious inhabitants. Gath, or Geth, the birth-place of 
the famed Goliath , was fir ft conquered by David, fortified by 
his grandfon Rehoboam , and though again feized by the Pin- 
ll/lines, was retaken by Uzzlah and Hczekiah. It flood about p 
miles weft from 'Jerufalem , and about 14 fouth from Joppa. Its 
name in Hebrew fignifies a ivinc-prej's ; and there were feveral 
other cities fo called, both among the Philiflines and Ifraelites , 
fome of them having adjuncts to diltinguifh them, fuch as 
Gath-epkir , Gath-rhnmon. It recovered its liberty and luftre in 
the time of the prophets Amos and Micah ; but was afterwards 
demolifhed by Hazael king of Syria : fince which period it be¬ 
came of but little confideration till the time of the holy 
war, when Fulk king of Jerufalem built a eaftle on its ruins. 

Accaron , ox Ekron, fituate about ten miles fouth of GW;, fell at 
firft to the lot of Judah , and was thence given to the tribe of Don. 
It appears to have been a very confiderable and ftrong city, and it 
is a queftion whether it was ever reduced by either of thole two 
tribes. So early as the time of Samuel we find the PhiltjYina 
inhabiting there; nor is there any mention of their being ex¬ 
pelled by the Ifraelites either before or after. 

About 14 or 15 miles fouth of Ekron , on the fame coaff, lay 
Azoth , Afdod, or Azotus , a celebrated fea-port on the Mediter¬ 
ranean. It fell at firft to the lot of Judah ; but continued a 
confiderable time in the hands of the old inhabitants. From 
Herodotus we have obferved that it fuftained a liege of 29 years, 
the longeft that ever was heard of, under Pfammitichus king of 
Egypt. They could not, however, make a refiftance againft the 
Maccabees , who took and burnt both city and temple, and with 
them about 8oco men. 

Afcalon , about eight or nine miles fouth of Ajhdod and like- 

wife a maritime city, was efteemed the ftrongeft of all on the 

Pbilijline coaft. The tribe of Judah , however, to wh0fe lot it 

fell, made themfelves mailers of it foon after the death of ji- 

jlma. It is ftiil in being, though now only an inconfidcrablc 

village. Diodorus and Lucian make mention of a fmall lake 

near it full of fifties, confecrated to their goddefs Dcrccto ; on 

which account the Afcalonians forbore to eat them, and alfo ao- 

ftained from pigeons, bccaufe fuppofed likewife to belong to 

her. This city was, in the early times of Chriftianity, made 

an epifcopal fee, and was adorned, during the holy war, with 

many 
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many {lately edifices, all which have been ruined fince by the 

Saracens and Turks. 

Gaza, which was the fifth lordfhip, flood about 15 miles 
jouth of Jfcalon , near five miles from the Mediterranean and 
the mouth of the river Bezor. It was fituated on an eminence, 
furrounded with the moft beautiful and fertile valleys, watered 
by the above-mentioned river, and a number of other fprings, 
and encompaffed at a farther diftance on the inland fide with 
hills all planted with a variety of fine fruit-trees. The city 
was ftrongly fortified both by nature and art; but was never- 
thclefs taken by Caleb chief of the tribe of Judah. Soon after, 
however, it was retaken by the ancient inhabitants, and held 
by them till Samfon carried off the gates of it in the night. It 
often {hifted hands, _ and paffed from the jews to the Chaldeans , 
P.rfrns, and Egyptians , till it was deftroyed by Alexander the 
Great, and a fecond time by the brave Maccabees ; after which 
we hear no more of it till St. Luke fpeaks of it as a ruinated 
place. As to its prefent ftate, though it be far inferior in all 
refpefis to its ancient, yet it ftill retains fo many monuments of 
its former grandeur, as may well be worth a curious readers 
notice. It ftands on the fame fpot with the old, but in a much 
{'mailer compafs, and is almoft full of the nobleft pieces of an¬ 
tiquity ; fuch as fome rows of the moft ftatelv marble columns 
with all their ornaments, fome noble burying places, with all 
the tombs of the fame ftone, finely wrought. Near the city 
{lands a round caftle flanked with four fquare towers, and in 
good repair, which is the relidence of the fangiac, who hath 
about 300 towns and villages under him. Ovcr-againft it is 
the harem, where the baihaws wives and their attendants are 
kept; and a little above it arc the remains of an old Roman 
cattle, the materials of which are ftill fo firm, that the hammer 
can make no imprefiion on them. The Greeks have here a 
handfome church, and that of the Armenians is little inferior 
to it. Near thelaft they {hew the fpot where flood the ancient 
temple that Samfon pulled down over his head, which is now 
reduced to a heap of rubbifh. The fea-port of Gaza was Ma- 
juina , or New Gaza , fituatc near the mouth of the river Bcfor . 
It became a place of confiderable note in the reign of Con/lan- 
tine the Great, who gave it the name of Conjlantia , from his fon 
Cmflantius, and endowed it with many lingular privileges, of 
which it was afterwards ftripped by Julian the Apoflatc, out of 

hatred to that pious emperor. 

* 

EDOM, or IDUMEA. 

Their country made part of Arabia Petrea , had Egypt and a 
branch of the Red Sea on the weft, Arabia Petrea anil Deferta 
on the fouth and eaft, and Palejlinc , or the Land cf Protnije, on 
the north. There is no ftating its extent, without having re¬ 
gard to the various periods of time from the firft planting of the 

nation. Edom and his defendants at firft fettled along the 

mountains 
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mountains of Seir on the fouth caft of the Dead Sea , 
whence they fpread themfeives by degrees through the weftp ar{ 
of Arabia Petrea quite to the Mediterranean ; and during the 
captivity of the Jews at Babylon , they advanced farther north 



into Judeca , and fpread themfeives as far as Hebron , which city 
*- - 1 — J c ^ r fus among the Ielmnean cities, when the nation 
was in its mofl: flourifhing ttate. The fame author divides Idu¬ 
mea into upper and lower, including in the former the tribe of 

and in the latter that of Simeon ; but thefe cannot with 
be reckoned part of the territories of the Edomites . 
he country is reprefented in the facred books, and all other 
authors that have wrote of it, as hot, dry, mountainous, and 
in fome parts barren and defert; in which refpeCl it was not 
much unlike the fouthern part of Judah , which is called a de¬ 
fert, and was full of rocky receffes, commonly afterwards the 
lurking places of thieves and banditti. 

Some of the valleys and hills ttrft poflefled by Efau and his 
defendants were probably that part of mount Seir which is 
more level and fertile than the reir, otherwife it is not eafy to 
reconcile their lot with the blefling of Jacob , that his dwelling 
Jhonld be the fainefs of the earth , and the dew of heaven from above. 
Befides it may be obferved, that though the country at this day 

a barren wade, yet formerly, when in pofi'eflion of the 
orites , who were driven out by the Edomites , might be as well 
cultivated as Canaan. At prefent it is in pofleflion of the Turks , 
but chiefly inhabited by wild Arabs, who in a manner aeknowlege 
no mailer, and live by plunder. The Turks only keep a few 
garrifons on the fea-coaff, for fee tiring the road between Palef- 

The 


tine and Egypt. 
cities belongin 



facred writings mention feveral ancient 
to Idumea 5 the mod confiderable of which 


were, D inha bah , the feat of Bela the fon of Beor^ prince of 
that territory. Bezer , or Bozrob , the capital of the eaftern 
Idumea , and royal refidcnce of Jobab the fon of Zerab duke of 
Edom. It lay midway betwixt Anion and Jordan ; on which 
account it was reckoned fometimes to belong to Reuben , and 
fometimes to Moab and Edom , according as the ftrongeft could 
make themfeives matters of it. As it flood on the confines of 
Arabia Defcrta , it is mentioned as fituate in a wildernefs. It 
was nevertheless a confidcrable place, was made a Levitical city 
and city of refuge by Jojhua ; but was deftroyed by Judas 
Maccabeus , according to the dreadful predictions of the pro¬ 
phets Ifaiah and Jeremiah. It was afterwards inhabited, and 
feveral of its bifhops aflifted at fome of the ancient councils. 
Pan, or Phau , is mentioned alfo as another royal city, and the 
refidence of Adar, the laft Edomiiijh king mentioned by Mofo- 
Aneth , or An ah , the royal city of Hadad. Befides thefe, Ca- 
porofu and Gamaris are mentioned by Ptolemy as chief cities of 
Idumea. 
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The Land of AMALEK. 


T'HE Amalekites inhabited a part of Arabia Pctrea. On the 
W eft and north they had the Midianites and the Edomites , and on 
the Couth and eaft lay Arabia Petrea and Deferta . Modern tra¬ 
vellers differ in affixing the limits of their country; and the 
truth is, their fituation and neighbours are fo differently affigned 
in the places of Scripture where any mention is made of each, 
that they muft either have fpread themfelves very wide, or have 
occafionally changed their abodes, like the modern Arabs. It 
is moft likely that they had no conftant dwelling, and were of 
the wandering kind, living in booths and tents, and the coun¬ 
try being wide enough, fhifted their abode from one canton to 
another, as their convenience or fancy led them. We do not 
find onefingle city they had, except that which Saul is faid to have 
laid fiege to, which tne text doth not fo much as name. It is 
probable alfo that on their out-fkirts they lived intermixed with 
their neighbours ; for we find them frequently joined with the 
other nations againft Jfrael. 


The Land of MID.I AN. 

The territory of the Midianites from north to fouth was very 
extenfive, reaching from the mountains at the head of the river 
Arnm to the north-eaft gulph of the Red Sea. Whether they 
inhabited all the intermediate trail without interruption is un¬ 


certain. 


Moabites 


tribe of Reuben. They had the IJhmaeiites on the eaft, the Ama¬ 
lekites on the fouth, and on the weft the Edomites. Their coun¬ 
try was hot, fandy, and in many parts quite defert, yet abounded 
with cattle, particularly fheep, goats, deer, and camels, which 
lalhvere very ufeful for their caravans, with which they traded 

: of the patriarch Jacob. When 


into Egypt fo early as the tim 
the Ifraelites left Egypt , we fin 


Elf 


in the war which they waged with them, are faid to have fiain 
their five kings, Rekcm , Z.vr, Hur , and Reba. The 

fouthern Midianites, among whom Jethro lived,^ feern not. to 
have been concerned in oppofmg the Ifraelites. The Midianites , 
befides their other towns, had a famous metropolis of their pro¬ 
genitor’s name, often mentioned in the prophetic books and 
other authors, placed on the river Arnon by Eufebius and St. Je- 
nm , who relate that fome ruins of it were mil to be feen in 


their time. 


by Jt 

fhore of the Red Sea. the ruins < 


which Abulfcda makes mention of, on that coaft. _ Near this 
place Ptolemy mentions a city, v/hich he calls Madiana Dibon- 
fW, on the Arnon. and Almon - diblathahn, two encampments of 

the Ifraelites . we re likewiie cities of the Midianites % 


The 
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The Land cf MOAB, or MOABITIS. 

The Moabites were fituated in a part at Arabia Petrea, being 
feparated on the weft and north from the tribe of Reuben by the 
river Arnon and the land of Gilead ; and on the eaft and Couth 
they bordered with Midian. They had a great many cities, 
and fome of them very confiderable. Of thefe Me dab a , Lem- 
ha, Oranas, Thelitho, Z ara, with Auron, Pella, and fome others, 
were pofleffed by the yews in the reign of Alexander Janata. 
Their limits, as well as thofe of the neighbouring people, it 
muft be acknowleged, were in a conftant flu&uation; Co that 
there is hardly any poflibility of afeertaining them exactly. The 
mountain Nebo we find placed by Mofes in the land of Moal, 
though feated on the north fide of the Arnon, and confequently 
in the kingdom of Sibon. 

Of the AMMONITES. 

The Ammonites were feated in a part of Arabia Dcfertt 7, being 

feparated from the R.eubenites by the head of the river Arm, 

having the Moabites and Iflmiaelites or Arabians on the 

On the north they had the hills of Bajhan , and on the caft part 

ot Arabia Deferta. The Ifradites were forbid to invade their 

territories ; which prohibition, however, it is plain extended only 

to the time when the Ifraelites fhould be fettled in Canaan: for 

afterwards, when they were invaded by them and the Moabites, 

Edomites, &c. it became lawful for them to make inroads and 

conquefts upon them, provided they were not the fir ft aggref- 

fors. Of their many populous cities the capital was fuppoCcd to 

be Rabbah, or Rabbatammana, or Amman a, fince Philadelphia, 

in which was feen the moultrous iron bed of Or the king of 
Bajhan. 





CHAP. II. 
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tions, yet God was ftill looked upon as the fupreme monarch of 

the lira elites.' 

As to their laws, the greatcfl part of them were given to 
l/ltfa on mount Sinai * and the reft at different times, upon va¬ 
rious occafions, as will be feen in the fequel. It is plain the 
greateft parr of them were dictated by God himfelf, and that 
the reft received at leaft their fandlion from him. If we confi- 
der that they extended to all duties, cafes, and exigencies ; that 
the moral were to be of eternal obligation; that the political 
W ere to laft as long as the Jcwijh polity, and many of the cere¬ 
monial were typical of the Meffiah, and confequently to con¬ 
tinue till his coming; if we alfo reflect that the priefts and 
rulers were to be no more than the bare guardians of them, and 
were forbid, under the pain of death and of the divine curfe, to 
add to, diminiih, or alter the leaft part of them, it will fcarce 
be credible that Mofcs would have given them fuch a firm and 
durable function, backed with the divine authority, had any but 
God been the author and confirmer of them. Their great ex¬ 
cellency above thofe of all other nations has been difplayed, and 
the empty cavils raifed againft them have been confuted, by 
Jofepbus , Philo , Maimonides, Mofes Gerundenfts, and many others 
among the Jews, and by a greater number of learned Chriftian 
writers, both of our own and other churches, particularly by 
Grotius, Selden, Pujfendorf\ Cumberland, GajlrelV Abbadie, 
Cujusus , and Bafnage. As the nature of our work will not al¬ 
low us to dwell on thofe particulars, we refer our readers to the 
authors above-mentioned, who have treated of them at large. 

Their laws have been commonly divided into moral, politi¬ 
cal, and ceremonial j but this diftindtion will not hold with re- 
fpect to very many of them, which are partly moral and partly 
ceremonial and political: the Jews, therefore, have only di¬ 
vided them into negative and affirmative, or, according to the 
genius of the Hebrew tongue, into thou /halt do, or Jhalt not do , 
Of the firft they reckon 365, and of the latter 248 ; in all 613. 
They have diftinguifhed the books of Mofcs., called the Penta¬ 
teuch, by the title of Ha-thorah, or the law, by way of excel¬ 
lency, and have fubdivided the whole five books into 54 fedtions 
of unequal lengths ; fo that by joining two of the morteft to¬ 
gether, they read the whole law once a year. Not contented, 
however, with the written law, they have collected a great 
many other precepts and extravagant notions, which they pre¬ 
tend were delivered by God to Mofes in mount Sinai, ana tra¬ 
ditionally preserved intire and uncorrupted till they were in- 
ferted in the Talmud. Thefe traditions* or Cabbala, they 
affirm are a neceffary fupplement and commentary to the writ¬ 
ten law; but they are fo fluffed with contradictions, inconfifl- 
encies, and fabulous dreams, as clearly fliews the great pro¬ 
priety of the cenfure palled upon the Jews by our Saviour, 
t\al they had made the word of God of none effeSl, by their tradi¬ 
tion. They have, without order or method, fo jumbled their 
laws together, and blended them with thofe abfurd traditions, 

Vol. I. R that 
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that the plain text of the divine lawgiver is rendered almoft un¬ 
intelligible. Thofe who are defirous of being further iatisfied on 

this fubject, may fee the abridgment which Munjier has given 
us of them, and of the Jewijh comments upon them, with his 
verfton of each, as he has collected them from the Talmud, and 
other Rabinic works (h). 

To return to the written laws, we fliall endeavour to range 
the main body of them under fuch diftinct heads and daffies as 
may give our readers a clear idea of them, and, to avoid pro¬ 
lixity, fliall take the liberty to abridge feme, and to omit thofe 
that are either of fmall confequence, or of which the defign is 
not fufficiently underftood. 

Laws a- Their laws againft idolatry were ; Thou fhalt have no other 
gainftido- gods before orbefides me. 

iatry. Ye fhall not profane or take in vain, but hallow God’s holy 

name. 

Ye fliall utterly deflroy all the idols, altars, groves, and other 
monuments of Canaanitijh idolatry. 

Ye fliall make no image or reprefentation of God, from the 
likenefs of the celeftial, the terreflrial, or aquatic bodies. 

Ye fliall not bow down nor worfliip any kind of idol. 

Whofoever enticeth another to commit idolatry, fliall be 
Honed as foon as convi&ed of it. 

The fpoil of a city doomed to anathema, fliall not be fared 
upon any account; but be publicly burned : the inhabitants of 
it fliall be put to the fword ; and the place fliall continue an 
heap for ever. 

The fllver, gold, and other precious ornaments belonging to 
idols, fhall not be turned to advantage, but be deftroyed with 
the uimoft abhorrence. Whofoever facrinced his feed to A'k- 
ioch , whether he be an Ifraeliie or a fojourncr in the land, fliall 
be ftoned to death. There arc feveral more, to the fame pur- 
pofo, interfperfed and often repeated in the four books of 
jVIofes , which we need not dwell longer upon. Of the fame 


(h) Though the Je-iviJb cab¬ 
bala, cr oral tradition, is juftly 
rejected by all Chriltians, yet we 
may obferve there is another cab¬ 
bala which has been received by 
fome of the ancient fathers, and 
is to this day ftrenuoufly defended 
by many learned moderns, who 
allege that it contains the my di¬ 
ed fenfe of the Old Teftamenr, in 
which it is pretended the writers 
of the New underftood and ex¬ 
plained it; which fenfe, as being- 
very diiferent, if not directly con¬ 
trary to the obvious and liter?!one. 


they affirm Isas been convryea 
from Mrjcs by divine inquiatjon. 
This they think evidenced by the 
interpretation given to feverdpro¬ 
phecies, quoted particularly by 
St. Matthew and St. Paul, fuch as 

il lath. 11. I jj . Sc Rom. x. 6 . comp 

with Drut. xxx. i z. ScEph'f. v-"I 
with Gev. ii. 24. llsbs . ii> G s j : ' 1 
Pf. viii. 4, Gfc. This queflio” 
has been lately and learnedly de¬ 
bated hv rhf» writers fo." ard 
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nature are alfo thofe laws that forbid all intercourfe and con¬ 
tracting of affinity with idolatrous nations, and thofe alfo 
which condemn the ufe of familiar fpirits, inchantments, the 
obferving of times and omens, divinations, the reporting to 
wizards, and fuch like, as alfo the rounding of the corners or 
temples of the head, and marring the corners of their beards, 
cutting their flefh, or making any marks upon it, and laftly, 
the promifcuous ufe of apparel in either fex, which was one of 
the idolatrous rites of the heathens. 

The pofitive laws, concerning the worfhip of the only true Laws cor- 
God, were thefe; That the Lord, who delivered the law from cernino- * 
mount Sinai , is the only God in heaven and earth. This pre- the wor- 
cept, in one place,. begins thus : Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our fhip 0 f~ 
God is one Lord', which words the Jevjs urge as an unanfwerable God 
argument againfl the Chriftian doctrine of the Trinity. They 
anciently wore them written on parchment about them as brace¬ 
lets and frontlets. Light foot and others believe that thefe phy¬ 
lacteries were ufed in our Saviour’s time ; and St. Jerom allures 
us they were worn in his days, and that thofe who had them • 
not on their foreheads were efleemed irreligious. Some Chri¬ 
ftian writers, on the other hand, have endeavoured to draw a 
proof of the Trinity from the fame text, as the word Jehovah 
is twice mentioned in it, befides the word Elohim. 

A fecond precept was, That God is to be loved with all 
one’s heart, mind, and ftrength; that he only is to be feared 
above all things, and his name to be fandfined. 

That they fhall engrave his laws in their hearts, diligently 

teach them to their children and grandchildren, and wear them 

for a lign upon their hands, as frontlets between their eyes, 

and write them upon the gates, polls, and other parts of their 
houfes. 

That the whole law fliall be read by the priells to all the 

people, men, women, and children, every feventh year, at 

the feaft of the tabernacles; and the fubftance of it lhall be 

learned by heart by every Ifraelite ; and that every king of 

tfml lhall be obliged to write a copy of it with his own hand, 

from that which was by Mofes committed to the cuftody of 

the Levites, in order to be conftantly read and obferved by 
him. 


punilhments 


thankfully acknowlcged 


lhall 


tar ; and theblelfings of obedience, and curfes for difobedience, 
thail be publicly fet upon the mounts Gebal and Gerizzim for a 
perpetual remembrance. No forgivenefs, or deliverance from 
punilhment for difobedience, fliall be expe£led, without a 
pP fenfe and acknowledgment of the fault, 
humt-offerings, facrihces, tythes, vows, firfllings of the 
«°ck, and free-will offerings, mail be brought, and facrificed 

Ha 1 1 » ° 1 • 1 .1 T 1 A 11 * 


R 


Lord fhall 


The 




A GENERAL HISTORY 

^ _ * 

Laws con- The pofitive negative laws, concerning the Sabbath, were 
cerning thefe : The Sabbath, or feventh day, Ihall be kept holy. The 
the Sab- "Jews have annexed a great many trifling and fuperftitious tra- 
bath. ditions to this precept, which are not deferving of attention, 

Some of them have aflerted, that Irom the time of Mofes they 
xifed to affemble to hear the law read and expounded on this 
day, which is alfo believed by feveral learned men among the 
Chriftians; but the much greater number are of opinion, that 
this cuftom was not fet on foot till the time of EJaras. Some 
likewise think, that the oblervation of the Sabbath, or feventh 
-day, was as old as the creation ; while others maintain, that it 
was a cuftom folely appropriated to the Jews. Jofephus and 
Philo, among the Jews , are of the former opinion; and even 
among the heathens we find feveral ancient writers, fuch as 
Homer , Heftod , and others, quoted by the fathers, whofpeakof 
the feventh day as facred to religion. Macrobius , however, re¬ 
fers the origin of the feptenary or weekly divifion of the days, 
to the number of planets, to which each day of the week was 
refpe&ively confecrated. 

No fervile work fhall be done on the fabbath-day, by mafter, 
fervant. Have, ftranger, or cattle. There {hall be no fire kind¬ 
led on that day, nor any thing bought or fold. No perfon lhall 
be put to death for what crime foever on the Sabbath, nor ftiall 
any travelling be allowed on that day. The Sabbath-breaker 
{hall be ftoned to death. 

Their With regard to their three grand feftivals, the Jew's were corn- 
three rnanded to appear with all their mcn-children three times a year 
grand fe- before the Lord their God, at the place by him appointed, 
itivals. namely, at the feaft of unleavened bread, or paflbver, at the 

feaft of the weeks, or pentecoft, and at the feaft of tabernacles. 
They were forbid to come empty-handed before him; but every 
man was ordered to offer unto the Lord according to the ability 
wherewith he had bJefled him. The Talmud exempts from 
this obligation, ift, the women who were to take care of their 
families, ad, Boys under twelve years of age, who Were not 
under the obligation of the law. 3d, All old men above fixty. 
4th, All the lick, impotent, lunatic, &c. and 5th, All that 
either lived at fuch a diftance from the tabernacle, and after¬ 
wards from the temple, or were fo weak that they could not 
perform the journey on foot. This was a very wife inftitution 
for preferving the union of the whole JewiJh nation; but two 
very great difficulties have arilen concerning it. Firft, how Je- 
Tufalem could contain fuch prodigious multitudes as did flock to 
tnofe folemnities from all parts of Judea ? and fecondly, how 
the Ifraelites could leave their towns and villages deftitute of 
males, without being apprehenfive of an invafion from their 
neighbouring nations ? To the firft difficulty it has been an- 
iwered, that they did not all appear together on the fame day, 
but took it by turns, and ftaid in the city only one night; ana 
after performing their devotions in the morning, departed. Be- 

fides, there were tents and other conveniencies for their recep¬ 
tion 
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non, not only in the empty fpaces within, but likewife in all 

convenient places without the walls of the city. As to the fe- 
cond difficulty, fome have fuppofed that only a certain propor¬ 
tion of men, as one in ten or twelve, were fent to Jerufalem y 
to be as it were the rep refen tatives of the reft, and to offer their 
girts: but there is no mention of any fuch thing in holy writ. 

Others therefore think, that as there was a permiffion from 
God, that thofe who were unable to celebrate the paflover on 
the firft month, fhould do it in the fecond, the fame indul¬ 
gence might be alio extended to the other feftivals. There was 
indeed a promile from God, that none fhoiild defire their lands 
whilft they went up to appear before him. This promile, how¬ 
ever, was only conditional ; that is, as long as they continued 
ftedfaft in their obedience; which wasfoleldom their cafe, that 
had their faith in his promifes been ftronger than it was, yet 
their difobedience would have given them but lfnall encourage¬ 
ment to lay hold on them. 

The laws relating to (the paflover (which grand feftival was Laws con- 
inftituted in memory of their fignal and miraculous deliverance cerning 
from their Egyptian bondage) are to the following purpofe. Eajter, or 
It {hall be of perpetual obligation, both to the Ifraelites and paflover. 
to all circumcifed prolelytes ; but no fervant or ftranger fhali eat 
of the l’acrifice, unlels ne become circumcifed. 

No circumcifed perfon, whether of the feed of Abraham , or 
admitted into the commonwealth by circumciflon, unlels hin¬ 
dered by ficknefs, journeying, or fome legal impurity, fhali omit 
the annual celebration of it, under the penalty of being cut off 
from his people. The feftival being defigned as an irrefragable 
memorial to all pofterity of the truth and certainty of the 
amazing works which God did in Egypt and at the Red Sea 7 
nothing could be more expedient than to inforce the obfervance 
ef it under fome fevere penalties. It is evident, however, the 
Jews did not underftand the punifhment to be capital, fuch as 
was to be inflibted on blafphemers, idolaters, fabbath-breakers, 
and the like, feeing they not only omitted to celebrate it in the 
wildernefs, but were afterwards guilty of a mofl fhameful neg- 
left of it during feveral v/icked reigns. 

The feaft fhali begin on the eve of the 14th day of the month 
AhiE or, as the original exprefles it, between the two evenings, 
reckoning the firft evening to begin at fun-fet, and the fecond 
when the ftars appear; at which time the pafchal lamb fhali be 
killed, and the feftival fhali continue till the one and twentieth 
day of the fame month at evening; that is, a whole week. 

The firft and laft day fhali be kept holy and free from all 
fervile work, even as the Sabbath, except only that vi&uals 
may be drefled on them, which is not lawful on the Sabbath ; 
thele two days fhali likewife be lolemnizcd by an holy con¬ 
vocation. 

No leaven of any kind fhali be ufed, or even kept in the 
houfe, during thofe feven days : whofoever ufeth any leaven 011 


thofe days, fhali be cut off from IjraeL 


On 
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On the firft day of the paflbver fhall be offered a burnt facri 
fice of two young bullocks, one ram, and feven lambs of the 
fir ft year, with fome inferior offerings ; and on the fecond da\ 
of the feaft, befides the ufual lacrifices, fhall be offered a fhea 
of the firft-fruit of that year’s harveft, and before this firft fhea 
has been prefented unto the Lord, no new corn fhall be eaten ii 
any way. 

Thofe who by reafon of any legal impurity, whether acci¬ 
dental or voluntary, were unfit for, and thofe who were hin¬ 
dered by any lawful impediment from celebrating this feftival 
on the month Abif, were ordered to keep it on the following 
month. 

The info- The feaft of weeks, or pentecoft, was inftituted in memory 
cation of of the law being given on mount Sinai, 50 days after the exod, 
tie feaft or their departure from Egypt. Seven weeks, or fifty days, were 
of weeks, to be reckoned from the 16th day of the month A:fan, which 

was the 2d of the paffcver, and the 50th day was to be the firft 
of the feftival, which was called the feaft of weeks, from the 
feven weeks, and pentecoft by the Greeks , from the fifty days, 
The facrifices ordained upon this day were two loaves of fine 
Hour, of a certain fize, as the firft-fruits of the harveft, the 
v/heat being then ripe, befides feven lambs of the firft year, one 
young bullock, and two rams, for a burnt-offering, together 
with their ulual meat and drink offerings, and likewife a kid 
for a fin-offering, and two lambs for a peace-offering. No 
fervile work was to be done on that day, fave that victuals 
might be drefted ; and an holy convocation was to be called, as 

Buxtorf tells us, that the "Jews were fo 
afraid left they fhould be miftaken in their calculation of this fe¬ 
ftival and that of the paflbver, that they kept them two days 
Inftead of one ; which removes the difficulty ftarted on account 
of our Saviour’s eating the paflbver one day before the reft 01 
yeivs. 

Laws con- The feaft of tabernacles was ordained to perpetuate theme- 


on other feftivals. 


tne 


mory of the 40 years abode of the Ifraeliies in the wildcnief; 
and by fome is thought to have been a feaft of thankfgiving for 
:• ta jj e ^ the conclufion of tneir harveft and vintage, which generally 

ended there about the time of the feftival. It was called the 
feaft of tabernacles or tents, not only becaufe they had lived 
in tents and booths in the wildernefs, but becaufe it was to be 
celebrated in fuch kinds of booths, made of the branches of 
feveral forts of trees, fuch as willows, palms, olives, and the 
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and erected in the moft decent and convenient manner. 

This feaft was the third grand one, and equal in folemnity 
to the other two, except in what related particularly to tnepaft- 
©ver, It began on the eve of the 15th day of the 7th month, 
called 7 'ifrz, which was the firft of the civil year, and anfwered 
to the latter part of our September; by which time all the harveft 
being finifhed and brought in, they returned their folemn thanks 
to God tor it *. The feaft was to laft feven days, and the fkfl 
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day was ufiiered in by a general proceffion, in which the men 
carried branches of trees, feme in one hand and fome in the 
other, waving them about to the four winds, ftnging fonts 
plaints or hymns proper for the folemnity, and crying Hofanna^ 
which word properly figniftes, fave we bcfecch thee . On the laft 
day of the feaft this proceffion was again repeated with greater 
folemnity, the palms and branches being carried feven times 
round the altar. The 118th pfalm is fuppofed to have been 
lung on this feftival, if not compofed for it, as there is a great 
analogy in the whole compofure with the ceremonies of the 
feaft, one of which, we are told, was the fetching of water 
from the pool of Siioah , which lbme think was hr ft introduced 
by the prophets Haggai and 'Lechart ah ; though others luppofe 
it only commenced a little before the time of our Saviour, who 
is thought to have alluded to it when he cried out in the temple 
on the laft day of this feaft, If any man thirjl , let him come unto 
&c. During the feaft there was a ceffation from all fervile 
work, except cookery ; and over and above the ufual facrifices, 
others alfo were performed peculiar to the folemnity; and the 
people were obliged to dwell in the booths all the feven days, 
and to eat and drink and lie in them, unlefs lawfully hindered. 

On the eighth and laft day a foiemn aflembly of the congrega¬ 
tion was held, and on this day the firft-fruits of thofe things 
which were of later growth were brought up, and offered to 
God; and thefe came lornetimes in fuch numbers, that they 
were forced to continue the feaft one day longer. From the 
ceremony of carrying branches in their hands, &c. Plutarch 
probably took the notion that the 'Jews celebrated this feaft to 
Bacchus , and that they entered into their temples with branches 
of the vine and thyrfe in their hands, tho’ he knew not what 
was done in the iniide of them. 

Beiides thefe three grand feftivals, which the Jews were com- The feaft 
manded to keep to God every year, they were alfo ordered to of trum- 
obferve the feaji of the trumpets , and of the new moons. The pets, and 
feaft of the trumpets was appointed, to be kept on the hr ft and 
fecond day of the month 77/f/, which was the fir ft month of 
their civil year. It was to be ufiiered in by the found of the 
trumpets, to be kept holy, free from all fervile work, and to 
be diftinguifhed from the other new moons by particular facri- 
hces. As there is no reafon given for this feftival in Scripture, 
authors are much divided what caufc to affign for its inftitu- 
tion. The Jews in general believe it was inftituted in memory 
of the creation, which they think happened on that month. 

According to fome Rabbles, it was alfo in memory of Ifaac’s 
deliverance, and of the ram that was caught by the horns, and 
lubftituted for him. Some of the fathers luppofe it was in me¬ 
mory of the law being given upon mount Sinai . Others, from 
fome of the ceremonies obferved by the Jeius by way of pre¬ 
paration for this feftival, and from fome of their notions about 
lf 5 particularly that God at this time palled a judgment upon 
aien for the good or bad deeds of the foregoing year, and or- 
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dered his bleflings and punifhments for the next accordingly 
have fancied that it was to put mankind in mind of the general 
refurre&ion. But the moft probable reafon for this feaft, and 
for proclaiming the entrance of the civil year by the found of 
trumpets, feems to be to render it the more obfervablc, feeing 
all their contra&s, mortgages, bargains, and fuch like, as well 
as their fabbatic years and jubilees, were to be regulated by it: 
on which account the trumpets ceafed not to found every-vvhcre, 

from fun-rifing to fun-fetting. 

The feaft of the new moons was ftill lefs confiderable, and 
was to be obferved on the firft day of every month or moon, 
when they were to offer, beftdes the ufual facrifices, a burnt- 
offering of two young bullocks, one ram, and feven lamb>, 
with the ufual quantity of flour, wine, and oil. Excepting the 
firft, which was all'o the feaft of trumpets above-mentioned, 
the other two had nothing to diftinguifh them from common 
days but the peculiar facrifices, which were accompanied with 
the found of the trumpets, making better cheer, and perhaps ulmg 
fome kind of public devotion or alfemblies. The two laft parti¬ 
culars, thougn not mentioned as injoined by Mofcs , may be ga¬ 
thered, the hrft from David’s excufe for abfenting himfelf from 
Saul's table on the firft day of the month ; and the latter from 
what the Shunamites hufband faid to diffuade her from going to 
the prophet EUJha , that it was neither new moon nor fabbath . 
However, though in all other refpedts this day was like a com¬ 
mon day, they were very fcrupulous in obferving it, and for the 
greater fecurity kept two days ; which cuftom appears to have 
begun very early, from the inftance wc have given of David, 
wherein it is faid, that he excufed David for his abfcnce on the 
firft day, but refented it on the fecond. From the fame inftance 
it would appear that they did not always wait till they law the 
new moon, but by repeated obfervations had afeertained the 
fpace from new moon to new moon. They were obliged, by 
the moon’s irregularity, to make fome tranfpofitions of the days 
of the month, in order to fix the beginning of that of Tijri t 
and of the reft of the months according to that. Scalier has 
taken an infinite deal of pains to find out and rc&iiy thole 
tranfpofitions, to 'whom, and to Goodwin , Buxtorf \ VJker , Mun¬ 
der , and others, we mud refer the readers that arc curious 
about fuch things. To thefe feaft-days appointed by theftfi- 
faical law, the jews in procefs of time added feveral others, in 
memory of fome great mercies, fuch as that of Purini , or of 
lots, in memory of their deliverance from Hainan s cruelty; 
that of the dedication of the temple, and many others. 

Among the 'JezviJh feftivals may alfo be reckoned the feventh 
or fabbatic year, and the jubilee, which happened once in feven 
times feven years. The Mofaical law diftinguifhes four forts of 
bade and years. Firft, the civil, according to which all political matters 
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of our September . The fecond, or facred year, began at the 
month Nifan or March , which was the feventh of the civil year, 
I and regulated the order of all their religious ceremonies. The 
third was the fabbatic or feventh year. The fourth, the jubilee, 
or 50th year, which was kept at the end of leven weeks of 

r The obfervation of the fabbatic year eonfifted chiefly in 
I the five following articles: firft, in a total ceflation from all 
I manner of agriculture; fecondly, in leaving all the produft of 
I their ground to the poor, the orphan, and the ft ranger ; 

[thirdly, in the releafe of all Hebrew flaves, unlefs they volun- 
I tarily renounced their proffered liberty, and chofe to abide by 
I their old mafters; in which cafe they were to be brought before 
I the judges, and to have their ears bored in their prefence, in 
[token that they freely embraced a perpetual fervitude, or at 
I leaft till the year of jubilee; fourthly, in a remiflion of all 
[ debts from one Ifraelite to another, ftrangers however being ex- 
I eluded from this' benefit; fifthly, it was to begin and end on the 
I month Tijri, that there might be fufficient time for gathering 
all the fruits of the earth of that year, and for fowing it for the 
year after, that fo the land might not lie fallow two years toge¬ 
ther. This, though not mentioned by Mofes , is gathered from 
the time fixed for the commencement of the jubilee, as well as 
from the generality of Jewijh authors. The learned Ufoer fixes 
the firft fabbatical year on the 7th after the manna ceafed, which 
is alfo the opinion of Cunteus. We find fome other laws relating 
to this year, fuch as, for making a compenfation to the re¬ 
leafed fervants for their fervice; againft withdrawing any need¬ 
ful afliftance from their poor brethren; for the opening of their 
fields, orchards, and vineyards, to all comers, and the like; 
and for reading the law before all the people on the day of pen- 
tecoft. The overplus of the fix preceding crops in fuch a land 
of plenty, would doubtlefs be more than fufficient to fupport all 
the people during the whole year of reft, efpecially when joined 
to the great variety of fruits produced by the trees without cul¬ 
ture, and to the fpontaneous roots and herbs. 

The jubilee, which was the laft and moft confiderable fo- 
lemnity which God enjoined to the Ifraelites, was to be cele¬ 
brated every 50th year. It had this advantage over the fabbati¬ 
cal year, that it releafed all flaves that had refufed their liberty, 
annihilated all debts, reftored to every man all his lands, houfes, 
wives, children, and pofleifions, however alienated ; and every 
Hebrew fervant or Have to his tribe and family, liberty and pro¬ 
perty, how and upon what account foever he had been de¬ 
prived of them during thofe 50 years-. Becaule every thing by 
this feftival was reftored to its priftine ftate, many commentators 
have thought that it was called 'Jubelee , or Tobel , from the ob¬ 
solete root label, which fignifies to recal, reftore, bring back, 
tic. It may be obferved, however, that its privileges extended 
only to the original Ifraelites , or to thofe who had been incor¬ 
porated into their religion and commonwealth by circumcifion. 

Thefe 
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Thefe according to Mahmnldes , might claim the privilege of th« 
feftival, though they had been fold for flaves for any crimes* ever 
by fentence of the grand fanhedrim. The Ifraelhcs are fup 
pofed by fome to have reckoned by jubilees, as the Greeks did 
by olympiads, and the Romans by luftra. It is very probable 
that they fo reckoned becaufe they were always to have reoavd 
to that year in all bargains of lands, houfes, and the like 
which fold for lefs or more according to the nearnels anddiftanct 
of the feftival. During the whole 12 months which it conti- 

nued, all kind of agriculture was exprefsly forbid, and all the 
product of that year was appropriated to the benefit of the poor, 
all other things of that nature being obferved after the fame 
manner as in the fabbatic year. By God’s appointment the fe¬ 
ftival was to begin in the month TV/ri, that is, about the time 
of the autumnal equinox; but in what year they celebrated the 
ftrft jubilee, and whether from the beginning of every 49th year 
or 50th year, is not eafy to determine. As to the former, the 
~ 'etas begin to reckon the firft of the 50 years from the 14th after 
^ 'ojhua’s paifing the for dan. The latter is more warmly con- 

tefted. The learned UJher^ Scaliger , Petavius , Cwueus, Sp 
heim^ and many other Chriftian writers, think the feftival was 
celebrated every 49th year; but all the Jezvs in general, Tal- 
mudifts, and even Caraites, and fome fathers, fuch as Et/febius , 
St. Jerom , Jugujiine , and others, and a great many moderns, 
fuppofe it was obferved on the 50th year. The truth is, that 
from the different expreffions of Mofes in the inftitution of it, 



an 


either hypothefis may be defended; and on the other hand, each 
of them is attended with difficulties not eafy to be folved. In 
one place Mofes exprefsly commands them to number feven fab- 
baths of years, or 49 years, and on this laft to proclaim the ju¬ 
bilee ; which, however, two verfes below, he lays (hall be ce¬ 
lebrated on the 50th year. 1 o the jubilee’s being on the 49th 
year it is objected, that Mofes forbids all kind of agriculture aid 
the like, which would have been an unnecefiary precept, as this 
year was always a fabbatical year. It is obje&ed, on the other 
hand, that if the 50th year v/as to be the jubilee, the land mud 
jn that cafe have had two fabbaths, or lain fallow two years; 
which is thought an unreafonahle fiinnofirinn. finre. in all like 


isfonable fuppofition, fince, in 

lihood, it muft have caufed a dearth in the land. Thole who 
are for the 50th year, however, allege in defence of their opi¬ 
nion, that there is no neceffity to fuppofe the land refted two 
years, as the lawgiver’s intention feems fully anfwered by the 
repofe of one, on account of its being fabbatical; and that as 
Mofes ufes the fame calculation for the feaft of pentecoft, which 
was on the 50th day after the leven weeks of days, fo probably 
the jubilee was on the 50th year after feven weeks of years. 1 he 
defign of this ordinance, it is plain, was to prevent the too great 
eppreffion of the poor, and to hinder the rich from accumu¬ 
lating lands upon lands. The freedom and older of the lfraeuu yfl 
families was thereby maintained, ar.d a kind of equality preferveu 
with refpect to their pofleffions; than which nothing cculd mow 

efit cltar.hy 
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effectually infpire them with a particular fondnefs for their 

country and patrimony, which laft they knew could never be 
alienated from their polterity for above half a century. . This 
year was to be celebrated with the greateft tokens of joy, being 
defigned to put them in mind of their freedom from their Egyp¬ 
tian Servitude. The joy of the flaves and the poor was doubtlefs 
fmcere. On the ioth day of the month, otherwife called the 
day of expiation, and therefore kept as a folemn faft, the trum¬ 
pet was founded all over the land, and at that inftant the flaves 
jyere fet at liberty, and the reft reftored to their poffeflions. 

The expiation day, or day of atonement, was the laft fo- The expi- 
Jcmn day of divine inftitution, being a day of falling, humilia- ation day. 
tion, and confeffion of fins, and the only one of that kind of or day of 
divine appointment, if we except that occafional one, which atone- 
God enjoined the Ifraelites after their fetting up the golden calf; monte 
which does not appear to have been made annual by Mofes , or 
! obferved by the people till after the captivity, when they be¬ 
came fo religious as to fill near the fourth part of their calen¬ 
dar with falls for the mifearriages and misfortunes that had 
happened to their nation. There is not any exprefs mention 
of falling on this day of expiation, but it is fuppofed implied 
in the words affiiSling your fouls, and is alfo inferred by the early 
practices of it among the Jews *, and even among the heathens 
on fuch occafions. Some think this faft was ordained in me¬ 
mory of the golden calf; others of the fall of our lirft parents, 
who they imagine tranfgrefled on the tenth day after their 
creation ; but it is more probable it was rather inftituted to 
expiate the fins of the whole Jewijh nation, both public and 
private, more particularly thofe of the foregoing year. It was 
appointed to be held from the evening of the ninth day of the 
feventh month, till the evening of the tenth day; during which 
time they were obliged to abftain from all labour or pleafure, 
and to continue in the work of mortification, under the pe¬ 
nalty of being cut off" from among their people. They were 
likewife to hold a folemn convocation to confefs their fins, and 
to offer a facrifice by fire to the Lord. 

It was the only day in the whole year in which the high prieft 
was permitted to enter into the moll holy place, under pain of 
fudden death from the Lord ; and therefore he was obliged to 
prepare himfelf for this grand ceremony in the extraordinary 
manner prelcribed by God himfelf. As foon as he came to the 
holy place, he was there to offer a young bullock for a fin 
offering, and a ram for a burnt offering for himfelf and his 
whole houfe, confeffing his and their fins over them. After 
this he received from fome of the heads of the affembly a couple 
of kids for a fin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering for 
tbc whole congregation. Two goats were then fet before the 
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’tabernacle, and the high prieft caft lots for them which of the 
two fhould be facrificea on that day, and which fhould be (cm 
away. This laft was called hazazel, or fcape goat \ though 
feme have thought that hazazel was rather the name of the pre¬ 
cipice where this goat was carried and thrown down. The 
high prieft, after fele&ing the goats, entered the holy of hofe 
with his cenfer, and a large quantity of incenfe, that the l'nioke 
of it might fill the place fo as to cover the mercy feat from 
fight. Having fet the cenfer upon the altar, he came out and 
dipped his fingers in the blood of the bullock already facrificed 
and fprinkled it towards the mercy feat earthward leven times! 
He then killed the goat for the peoples fin offering, and in like 
manner fprinkled the mercy feat with its blood, by which af- 
perfions the tabernacle was purified from all the pollution it 
had contracted by ltanding in the midft of that ftnful people. 
During all this ceremony, neither priefts nor people were per¬ 
mitted to come even into the courts of the tabernacle. The 


Laws con¬ 
cerning 
other ex¬ 
piations. 


oblations being ended, and the priefts and people purified, the 
goat whofe lot it had been to efcape was brought to the high 
prieft, who laid his hands upon its head, and confeffed his own 
fins and thofe of the whole nation. The confefiion being 
ended, he delivered the fcape goat to a man appointed for the 
purpofc, who conduced it into a defert place, and there, ac¬ 
cording to fome, left it to fhift for itlelf, or according to others, 
threw it down a fteep precipice. After this ceremony, the 
high prieft wafhed himielf all over, and changing his cloaths, 
offered a burnt offering of two rams, one for himfelf, and the 
other for the people. Among the other cuftoms obi'erved on 
this day, the Jews made reftitution for damages, and mutually 
afked and granted forgivenels. The high prieft, awed by the 
folemnity of the place, and by pronouncing the myfterious 
name of God when giving the people the iblemn bidding pre¬ 
ferred by Mofes *, uiually made what hafte he could decently 
out of the holy of holies, left he fhould be ftruck dead for 
fome accidental mifearriage or inadvertency during his fnort 
flay there. The 'Jews were fo afraid of fhortning this folcmn 
day, that they began it half an hour fooner, and ended it half 
an hour later than other feaft days ; after which the trumpet 
gave notice that the folemnity was expired f. 

Several other expiations or atonements were alfo enjoined by 
Mofes to the fetus upon their contradling of any legai impuri¬ 
ties ; fuch as thofe of a woman after childbirth, of a woman 
by touching any unclean thing or perfon ; and, 2dly, by the 
breach of any one branch of the law, whether knowingly or 
through ignorance. PeiTons were purified from this lair kind 
of defilement, by offering fuch facrifices as the law appointed, 
after the manner preferibed in the 4th, 5th, and 6th chapters 
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G f I'eviticus. For the cleanfing of legal pollutions there was 
jdded another ceremony, namely, the afhes of a red heifer, 
referred for that purpofe. This heifer was killed and burnt 
with great ceremony *, and its afhes gathered and laid up for 
uie. Any perfon that had contracted a legal pollution, fuch 
as made him unclean feven days, was to be fprinkied with 
water in which fome of thefe afhes had been thrown. How 
often the grand ceremony of burning the heifer was repeated 
from Mojes to the captivity, is not agreed. Some affirm the 
heifer burnt by Eleazer , the fon of Aaron , Iafted them all that 
time; others, that there was one burnt every year, and that 
fome of the afhes of it were fent to every city and town in 
Ifrael. The Jews have a very antient tradition, that Solomon , 
who v/as maficr of all other myfteries and knowlege, and could 
account for every precept in the law, yet owned himfelf igno¬ 
rant of the meaning of this red heifer. They all, except Mai- 
mm, allow that there is a deeper myftery in the ordinance of 
the red heifer than any in the whole feripture, and highly con¬ 
demn the prefumption of thofe who pretend to dive into that 
deep abyfs. However, what was a myfiery to the Jews, is fuf- 
ficiently explained to the chriftians by the apoftle to the He 
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fhewn 


fufFered without the gates of the city, even as the heifer was 
burned without the camp, and whofe blood is of much greater 
efficacy towards the purging and fan&ifying of men than that 

of bulls and goats, the afhes of an heifer, or any other legal fa- 

orifices. 



Befides the facrifices that were enjoined to be offered upon Laws con 
every folemn feftival, there were alfo a few others that may be cerninp- 
reduced under the feven following heads, i. The daily facri- foment 
fi e. 2. Meat and drink offerings. 3. Peace offerings. 4. facrifices 

Ufe",j> s for cleanfing. 5. Firft fruits. 6 . Firft born. 7-andobla- 
I ithes. I here were alfo other occafional facrifices, one fort t ; ons 

directed by fome prophets, as in the cafe of Samuel and Elijah , 

2nd others obferved by particular families, which were rather 
feafts than facrifices f. The daily, or according to the He- 
bmv, the continual facrifice, was fo called becaufe it was not 
to be interrupted by any other facrifices or folemnity. It con¬ 
fided firft in burning a certain quantity of incenfe upon the 
golden altar, after which two lambs of the firft year, and with¬ 
out blemifh, were to be offered as a continual burnt offering 
for the whole nation every morning and evening. A certain 
quantity of wine and flour, mixed with oil, which was called 
the meat and drink offering, and was to accompany all facri¬ 
fices made by fire, was alfo offered. 

“eace offerings were either euchariftical, in acknowledge¬ 
ment for fome mercies received from God j or fupplicatory, in 




Numbers xix. 
t Sam. xx. 29. 


f 1 Sam, ix is. xii 9 


xv i. 



I Kings, xviii. 




* 5 * 


it is laid, they Jhould ?iot appear empty 
be liberal, according as God had btel 


A GENERAL HIStORY 

order to obtain fome bleflings from him, or out of meer devo-i 
tion in honour to God; or laftly, upon account of fome vow, 
Thefe were all free and voluntary, no law obliging the UraL 

i . f *. * /* • I .7 /? 7 7 J 

hies to them, except where 
handed before the Lord , but 

fed them . The votary was to bring the facrifice to the door of 
the tabernacle, lay his hands upon the head of it, and kill it ; 
then the prieft took fome of the blood and fprinkled it upon 
and round the altar, and poured the remainder upon the ground 
at the foot of it. 

Befides the offerings for cleafing, mentioned under the head 
of expiation, there were two others, namely, that of the two 
pigeons, to be offered by a woman for her purification after 
child-bed, in cafe Ihe could not afford a lamb ; or if the pigeons 
were alfo above her circumftances, an handful of flour and 
oil: and that of two fparrows, which the leper offered after 
his cure for the cleanfing himfelf and his houfe. In both thefe 
cafes one of the birds was inftead of a lamb for a burnt offer¬ 
ing, and the other for a fin offering. Under this head was 
alfo the Ihew bread, called in the original the bread of faces , 
becaufe it was always to Hand before the Lord upon the golden 
table in the holy place. The loaves were to be without leaven, 
and to be accompanied with incenfe, and prefented in the 
name of the twelve tribes, their number alfo being twelve. 
They were to be fet up in two piles, fix in each pile ; each 
was to contain two tenthdeals, or about three wine pints of 
flour, and the priefts were to take care to bring frefh ones 
warm every Sabbath day in the morning, at which time they 
took away the old, which were to be eaten by none but priefts, 
and were called the hallowed bread, in oppofition to the com¬ 
mon fort. 

Befides the firft fruits which were offered in the name of 
the whole nation at the paffover, pentecoft, and the feaft of 
tabernacles, as we have mentioned, every private man was 
likewife obliged to bring the firft fruits of his fields, orchards, 
and vineyards to the tabernacle, and afterwards to the temple, 
as an acknowlegement that God was the giver of them. The 
written law neither having preferibed the time nor quantity, 
the former was left to the conveniency of the people, and the 
latter, though determined in fome manner by the wife men, 
yet was left greatly to the generofity of the proprietors, fome 
of whom offered the fixtieth part, which was the loweft, others 
the fiftieth part, and fome even the fortieth. We refer our 
readers for the ceremonies performed on this occafion, to the 
7th, zzd, and 23d chapters of Leviticus , and the 26th chapter 
of Deuteronomy. 

As to the firft born, the Mofaic law makes a three-fold 


of the produdf of the earth. Here 


cattle, and 


diftinefion, namely, the firft born of men, of 

we may obferve, that 

the firjl-born in the original, properly implies . . 

pal or moft excellent of every thing or creature in its land. 
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The firft born alfo was not retrained to the eldeft Ton of 
a family? hut to the firft that opened the womb; and as 
00 Wgamy was allowed among the Jews ., a man might have 
leveral firft horns, which were all to be redeemed at the 
‘ice of five fhekeis as foon as they were thirty days old ; at 
which time they were prefented to the prieft, and the price 
being paid for the child’s redemption, he began to belong to 
t {ie parents, and not to them. The firft born of clean beafts, 

calves, lambs, kids, and the like, were alfo confe- 


fuch as 


God 


be redeemed, but were to be brought to the tabernacle, or the 
temple? and there killed. But if it was a firft born of an un¬ 
clean beaft, l'uch as an afs, a dog, and the like, the owner was 
at his liberty either to redeem it with a lamb, or with five 
fliekels of money, or to break the neck of it. All that is 


the firft 


is, that every new 


planted tree was to be reckoned uncircumcifed and impure for 
the firft three years, during which time it was not lawful to 
gather, much lefs to eat, the fruit of it. On the fourth year, 
all that grew on it was the Lord’s, and confequently the per- 
quifite of the priefts, from whom, however, it might be re¬ 
deemed. The laft offering we fhall here mention were the 
tythes, which with the firft fruits, and the redemption of the 
firft born, were the moft confiderable income of the priefts and 
levites. The tythes were given to the levites as an equivalent 
for their not having any fhare in the divifion of the land. They 
were of four forts ; namely, i. Thofe thus affigned to the tribe 
of Levi , which not being of the higher rank of holy things, 
all the Levites, men and women, clean or unclean, might eat 
of them. 2. The tenths of thefe tythes which were affigned 
to the priefts, and fent to Jcrufalcm by the Levites who ga¬ 
thered the tythes, but were not to touch any part of them till 
they had paid that proportion to the priefts. 3. After the pay¬ 
ment of the firft tythes, every perfon was obliged to fet afide 
afecond tenth, or exchange it for an equivalent in money, with 

fifth part above the value. This tythe he was 

, and there make a feaft, and in¬ 
vite, befides his friends and relations, the priefts and Levites 
to it. 4. The laft kind of tythes was to be fet by every third 
year, and confumed at home in feafts, to which they were 
obliged to invite the Levites, the poor, fatherlefs, widows, and 
grangers. It is, however, fuppofed, and with great probabi- 

the third, but only 


Jerufal 


To 
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in being fpent at home every third year, 
offerings fome others might be added, fuch as that of incenfe, 
and thofe that were offered on folemn feftivals, new moons, 
fabbaths, and the like, befides l'ome others of lefs note. The 
priefts alone were to burn the incenfe every day upon the altar 
o( perfume before the morning and evening facrifice, and the 


high 


prieit once a year in the holy or holies, 

1 burning of incenfe might be typical 


Though 


prayers of 

the 
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the faints, yet the reafon afiigned by Maimonidcs may like wife 
be considered, namely, that the holy place, on account of the 
multitude of vi&ims continually offered up, would have fmel- 
led too much like a flaughter-houfe, had^ it not been for the 
agreeable fragrancy of thofe perfumes. To conclude, as J,_. 
rufalem became afterwards to the Jews what the camp was dur¬ 
ing their abode in the wildernefs, thofe victims which were 
ordered to be burnt out of the camp, were after the building of 
the temple burnt without the walls of the city. 

We mall now add the laws concerning vows, which made a 
folemn part of the Jewijh offerings and worfhip, but were ne- 
verthelefs free and arbitrary. They appear from Jacob 's vow¬ 
ing the tenths of all his acquifitions as he went to Padan Jrem, 
to have been early pra&ifed. Under the mofaic difpenfation 
vows were twofold, namely, fuch as devoted the thing vowed, 
whether man, beaft, money, or any part of a man’s pollefTion 
to the fervice of God, and fuch as devoted them to utter de- 
ftru&ion. The firft kind is diftinguifhed in the original by the 
word Nador , which fignifies to vow ; and the fecond by Chem , 
which implies to lay a thing or perfon under an anathema or 
curfe. Under the firft head perfons that were fui juris , or their 
own majlers , might vow themfelves, their children, or any part 
of their poffeflions to God. The vows of a fon, or daughter, 
a wife, or a Have, were only fo far of force as they were ap¬ 
proved or difapproved by thofe under whofe power they were; 
fo that a parent, hufband, or mafter, when he heard or was 
informed of the vow, was at liberty either to give it a fan&ion 
or to difanul it, provided he declared his fentiments the fame 
day, according to the text, or in 24 hours, according to the 
JfewiJh doctors, otherwife it muft be fulfilled. The law, how¬ 
ever, allowed of a redemption or commutation for a fum of 
money, and the valuations, according to the different circum- 
ftances, were regulated. 

With refpedt to thofe things that were vowed to deflrudion, 
the cafe was quite different; for they could not be redeemed 
at any rate. That which had life was to be put to death, and 
that which had not, was to be deftroyed by fire, or fome other 
way, of which we meet with various inftances in the Jeivip 
hiftory. Some think thefe laft kind of vows were not in the 
power of private men to make, but only either of the whole 
nation, or of the kings and judges. The precept, however, 
after all, may be only an enforcement of that vow which Mojit 
had exacted of the whole nation a little before his death, ofob- 
ferving all the commandments of God, one of which was the 
exterminating the idolatrous Canaanites , as in the original the 
future tenfe is very often ufed for the paft, and the paft for the 
future ; fo that the words, Jhall voiv, may properly be rendered, 
jhall have vowed. 

What curfe Jonadab the fon of Rcchab laid upon his pola¬ 
rity if they did not obferve his arbitrary injiyi&ions of abstain¬ 
ing 
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•„« from wine, from planting, fowing, and the like, doth not 
‘pear; but how ftrict obfervers they were of them, we may 
conclude from their anfwer to Jeremiah, when he invited them 

to drink wine. ... „ 

The ISazarkes^ often mentioned in the Old Teftament, were 

.erfons that either dedicated themfelves, or were dedicated by 

[htir parents, to the obfervance of the laws of Nazaritifm. 

They were of two forts, namely, of fuch as obliged themfelves 

to it only for fume Jfhort (pace, as a week, or a month; and 

nofe who were bound to it all their life; 

monly v/ere dedicated by their parents. 

culiar in their way of life was, that they were to abftain from 

intoxicating liquors, and to wear their hair t£> 
Women as well as men. mieht bind themfelves 


[ 


which laft moft com- 
All that we find pe- 

n fr 
hair 


rom 


wine, and all 
its full length. 

by this vow, and after prefenting themfelves to the priefts, and 
performing certain facrifices and ceremonies preferibed by Mofes , 
particularly the cutting off of the hair, they were abfolved 

their vow. 

Under this head of the worfliip of God, or of the laws of Laws 
the firfl table, are ftill to be mentioned the perfons and things ccrnin 
which were in a more peculiar manner conlecrated to his fer- the pr 
vice, The perfons were the priefts, Levitcs, and Neihinims ; and Lt 
and the conlecrated things were the tabernacle, and afterwards vi:es. 
the temple, with all the pompous apparatus of utenfils preferib- 
edby God himfelf to Mofes on the mount, in order to infpire 
that carnal people with a greater awe and reverence for his 
religion. 

The prieffhood is generally thought to have belonged an- 
tientiy to the firff born ; and though the tribe of Levi was pe¬ 
culiarly fclecled by God, yet Mofes tells us, that God took the 
Lmte inffcad of the firff born of Ifracl , to be his own tribe. 

When the fums of both tribes were taken, and the number of 
the latter exceeded that of the former, it is remarkable, that he 
commanded the overplus to be redeemed at the price of five 
fhekels a head, and the price to be given to Aaron and his fons, 
which fhewed an actual fubflitution of the Lsviiical tribe for 
that of Reuben. 

The chofen tribe confifted of three main branches, diftin- 
gailhed by their principal heads, namely, Gerfbon, Kohath, arid 
Merer;. The prieffhood, however, was folely appropriated to 
the family of Aaron , which was no more than a fmall branch 
of that of Kohath. All the other families of this branch, even 
the Ions of Mofes himfelf, remained with the other two branches 
in the common rank of Leviics, and were always fubjecl to be 
dependant on the priefts, being admitted only to the inferior 

At the head of the prieffhood was 

of 


functions of the miniftry. 

the high prieft, who was the final judge of all controverfie 
whether concerning religion, or even the 


adminiffration 


common juftice ; for in all difficult cafes, the people were or¬ 
dered to fuhmit to the determination of the priefts on pain of 
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death *. In this refpedt, however, he a£ted rather as a civil 
judge than as high prieft, and the fame may be faid of the fub- 
altern priefts and Levites , who were commonly admitted to fit 
in their inferior courts of judicature. 

The high prieft, whenever he pleafed, might perform any 
of the fundtions of the inferior prieft, was alone poflefled of 
the divine oracle of Urim and Tbummim , and was alone autho¬ 
rized to enter into the holy of holies ; all which great privileges 
were confined to him, and entailed on his fucceffor, who was 
generally his fon, though upon various occafions in the Jcwijb 
fiiftory, it was frequently transferred from the elder branch of 
Eleazar to the younger of Ithamar. There was fuch a particular 
facrednefs inherent in his dignity, as obliged him to feveral 
ftridt laws, from which the other priefts were exempt. Be- 
fides, in common with other priefts, he was to be free from all 
natural defeats; that is, he was neither to be blind, lame, 
maimed, crooked, or a dwarf, and was to have neither feurvy, 

itch, nor any difeafe in his fkin, or defedt in any of his limbs. 
As many as had any of thefe blemifhes, were abfolutely ex¬ 
cluded from all prieftly fundtions, or from entering the fan&u- 
ary, but were allowed, however, to live upon a portion of the 
offerings that were made there. 

The ceremony of his confecration was preferibed by God 
himfelf in the mount, and was performed by Mofes on his bro¬ 
ther Aaron with a folemnity anfwerable to the facrednefs of his 
office. Among the other ceremonies he was inverted with all 
the pontifical veftments, and anointed with the facred oil, the 
compofition of which was preferibed alfo by God, and was not 
to be ufed for any other purpofe. This his inauguration was 
fignalized by the glory of God appearing unto all the people, 
and by the defeent of the holy fire from Heaven, which was 
thenceforward preferved till the deftrudtion of the fidt temple, 
and the ufe of any other in the facred mini dry exprefsiy for¬ 
bid under pain of death. 

Concerning the prieftly veftments, ail that can, with any cer¬ 
tainty, be advanced is, that they were likewife preferibed by 
God himfelf, and confifted of every thing that could make 
them truly rich, fumptuous, and venerable ; fuch as a great 


variety of precious ftones, gold, 
fineft of filk, linen, and the like. 


filver, purple, fcarler, the 
As to the fufhion of them, 


all that has been advanced about it, though with ever fo pcfi- 
tiye an air, is mere conjecture ; as Alofrs has contented himielf 
with giving us the names of them only, thinking any iarther 
defeription of them needlefs. 

No infpired writer having given us any hint concerning the 

oracle of the Urim and Thummim that was added to the hreaft- 
plate, the commentators have almoft all varied in their opi¬ 
nions about it. We therefore refer our readers, who arc cm 



Dent, xvii, 3 . xix, 77. 





« t 


‘iOb: 


OF THE WORLD. 

nous to fee all their different fancies on the fubje<ft, to the 
treatife of the learned Buxtorf t he younger. We are inclined 
to prefer the opinion of the judicious Hottinger , who thinks 
that the Urim and Thummim were not any diftinft thing from 
the breaft-plate ; but that when Mofes is commanded to put 
into the breaft-plate the Urim and the Tkummim , that is, lights 
and terfeffions , all that is meant is, that he fhould make choice 
of the moft perfect fet of ftones, and have them polifhed, fo as 
to give the moft confummate luftre. The plural number is fup- 
poled to be here ufed to exprefs the higheft degree of luftre and 
perfeftion. To exprefs the holinefs of the chara&er of the 
high prieft, on the fore part of his mitre or bonnet was faftened 
by two blue ribbands a golden plate, on which were engraven 
in Hebrew words, Holiness to the Lord. 

The other priefts, though fubordinate to the high prieft, 
were of a rank and office luperior to the Levitcs . Their Con- 
iecration, if we except that of Aaron’s two eldeft Tons, who 
were confecrated with their father, was performed with little 
or no ceremony. It was requifite, as we have already men¬ 
tioned, that they fhould be free from all natural defe&s and im¬ 
purities, which the fuperftitious nicety of the Jcvjs hath en¬ 
larged at a very ftrange rate. To mention only the heads of 
them *, they reckoned eight of them belonging to the head, 
nineteen to the eyes, five to the eyelids, feven to the eyebrows, 
nine to the ears, as many to the nofe, fix to the mouth, three 
to the lips, two to the neck, three to the belly, three to the 
back, fixteen to the genitals, twelve to the joints of the hands 
and feet, eight to the fkin and flefh, and at leaft eleven to the 
upper fkin. Their office was feverally determined at their firft 
coming into waiting by lot, and was either to burn incenfe 
morning and evening in the holy place, or to offer up the daily 
ucrifice, to kill, dreis, and offer up the victims proper for the 
day, to keep a continual fire on the altar of burnt offerings, 
to light the lamps, and to make and offer the fhew-bread, with 
fome other duties of the like nature. They were alfo to in- 
ftruft the people to judge controverfies, and to proclaim the 
iabbath and other feafts by blowing the trumpets ; but the moft 
lacred part of their function was the bearing of the ark, pre- 
Irving the volumes of the law, and bleffing the people in God’s 
name. Their waiting was weekly from fabbath to fabbath, 
2nd quarterly, according to their claffes. The age at which 
they were to begin to minifter, was fixed by Mofes at about 28 
or 30 years of age, and ended about 50, when they were ftill 
maintained by the perquifites of the priefthood. In David’s 
•■me it appears they were made to lerve from the age of 20. 
During the fame prince’s reign, the families of Eleazar and 
ilhomar were for the fake of order divided into 24 claffes, 16 of 
rhe former, and 8 of the latter, each of which took their turns 
in the rninlftry according as it was affigned them by lot. Thefe 
claffes were denominated from their heads and chiefs, and^con* 

tanned to be called by their names to the end of the Jewi/h 
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Their re 
venues. 


commonwealth ; and from this the heads of each clafs came af¬ 
terwards to be called chief priefts, who we find afiembled with 
the high prieft, and with the elders and lcribes to condemn our 
Saviour *. Their drefs confifted of a veft, a pair of drawers a 
girdle, and a mitre or cap all of linen They were only bour.il 
to wear it at the time of their miniftring, being at other times 
left at their liberty. When they went into waiting, alio they 
were obliged to clip their hair with a pair of fciffars, beiim 
prohibited to wear it to its full length. b 

As to the drefs of the Levitcs , it was the fame with that of the 
reft of the Ifraelkes , Mofes not having appointed them any parti¬ 
cular habit. Before they were prefented by the people to the high 
prieft to be confecrated, they were obliged to ftiave their whole 
body, and to wafli all their cloaths, and the ceremony began 
with Iprinkling them with the water of feparation ufed to pu¬ 
rify thofe who had contracted any legal impurity. They offi¬ 
ciated under their brethren of the family of Aaron , in the lower 
and more laborious branches of the miniftry, during all the time 
that the ark and the tabernacle were removing from place to 
place; but after thefe were once fixed, they were freed from 
that labour, and their fervice became eaficr and more delight¬ 
ful. When David had fixed the ark at ' Jerufalcm , he divided 
each of the three families into 24 clafles, which were to fuc- 
ceed one another weekly in their turns. Some were ordered 
to affift the priefts at the tabernacle, others appointed to fing 
and play on mufical inftruments at proper periods of the divine 
fervice, and a third clafs to keep a conftant guard about the 
tabernacle, and afterwards about the temple. He chofe like- 
wife from among them men of learning and piety to teach and 
breed up the younger Levitcs either to their miniftry or to ex¬ 
pound the law to the people, befides thofe whom he appointed 
to allift at the courts of judicature of every city. Solomon di- 
ftinguifhed the fingers from their brethren, by allowing them 
to wear a linen robe or furplice when they were upon duty; 
but the reft did not obtain that privilege till the reign of king 
Agnppa , about the 6zd year of Cbrijl , and fix years before the 
deftru&ion of the laft temple. JoJ'epbus adds, that this innova¬ 
tion was highly refented by the priefts. 

The revenues of the priefts and Levitcs were intermixed by 
Gods own appointment, at leaft in their main branches, 
namely, thofe of the cities, the tithes, and fome other perqus- 
fites. The whole tribe having been excluded by an expreis 
law mentioned in the 18th chapter of Deuteronomy , from having 
any (hare in the divifion of the land, had their portion afiigned 
to them out of the tythes, offerings of the altar, and the re- 
dem-vion of the firft born, all which we have already taken 
notice of. As it was alfo neceflary that they fhould have feme 
certain places of abode appointed for them, God was plcaicd 
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to alTign them 48 cities with their fuburbs, 13 of which were 
to belong to the priefts, and the other 35 to the reft of the 
tribe. The cities of the priefts were chiefly in the tribes of 
% u iah and Benjamin , and conl'equently nearer to Jerufaicm 
but thofe of the Levites were divided to them by lot out of all 
the other tribes on either fide Jordan , as they are mentioned 
in the 21 ft chapter of JoJlma. They not only enjoyed the re¬ 
venues of thofe cities during life, but were abfolute proprietors 
of them, and had power to fell or mortgage their houlhs and 
lands, as well as the other tribes, even with this advantage on 
tiieir fide, that they might redeem them at any time if they 
were able, and if not, they devolved to them on the year of 
the jubilee : whereas thofe alienated houfes of the other tribes 
that llcod in walled cities, if not redeemed within the year, 
were irrecoverably loft to their firft owner*. Hence it is plain 
their right to their houfes was even ftronger than that of the 
people, for which reafon it is called their pofleftion. The 
lands, however, that were annexed to thofe cities, could not 
be alienated by the Levites on any account, being in the na¬ 
ture of a common to them all. They not only had their part 
of the pofifeilion of the land as being abfolute proprietors of the 
cities allotted to them, but had even a right to make pur- 
chafes. Jeremiah , who was a prieft, gives us an account, in his 
jzd chapter, of a purchafehe himfelf made. Solomon, we find, 
oanifhed Abiathar the high prieft to his own eftate at Anathoth. 
The houfes or lands vowed unto the Lord, and which were 
not redeemed, were to continue facred unto God ; that is, the 
priefts became the right owners of them. Even in the apoftles 
time, Barnabas , who was a Levite of Cyprus , had fome land 
which he fold for the ufe of the church. 


Out of the 48 cities, above-mentioned, as the pofiefilon of Laws con- 

t • r • . t • • fi 1 • 1 f 


the guilty and innocent. Wilful 


by an exprefs 


command, were ordered to be tom even from God’s altar to be 
put to death ; from which may naturally be inferred, that the 


tabernacle was a fancluary to the innocent. So fevere were 
God’s laws againft murder, that if it was even committed in a 
fray, in corredting a fervant, or in fome other cafes which our 
milder laws call chance-medly, the guilty perfon could not 
go unpuniflied. Where the fadt was accidental and involun¬ 
tary, God appointed thefe. cities for the innocent p.erfon’s pro¬ 
tection ; yet he condemned him to a kind of banifhment till 
the death of the high prieft for the time being, infomuch, that 
if he ventured out of the limits, or, according to Jofcphus , out 
of the walls of the citv. any relations of the ueceaied might 
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either kill him or have him put to death by the hand of jul 
tice. Thefe cities, three of which were on the eaft and thre 
on the weft of Jordan, were to be a refuge for all ft rangers a 
well as for the IfraeliUs. They were aifo permitted by God t 
add three more cities to their number, whenever the'largenei 
of their conquefts ihould make it neceffary. As foon, there 
fore, as a man had been unfortunately guilty of accidental ho 


micide, his firft bufinefs 


That 


fpeed, the ways leading to the city were to be kept in good re. 
pair by God's own appointment. This is inferred from th< 
words of the text, thou Jhalt prepare thee a way; but the Jew 
have added a number of other laws concerning thefe roads, 
According to them, they were to be 32 cubits broad, fmooth, 
plain, and without afcent, defcent, or ditches ; and where the 


Hebrew up 
re, and all 


eft 


words of the Baptift, prepare the ways of the Lord, make his paths 
Jiraight : every valley Jhall he filed, and every mountain levelled, 
are thought to allude to thofe precepts. The niagiftrates of 
every city were alfo obliged to vifit them once a year, and to 
fee that they were kept in good order. The offender, upon 
arriving at the city gate, immediately prefented himfelf to the 
judges of it, declared the occalion of his coming, anJ the man¬ 
ner of his killing the perfon; and according as his account was 
found true or falfe, he was admitted to their protection or ex¬ 
cluded from it. Some, however, think, that as the cities of re¬ 
fuge would probably fometimes be at fo great a diftance from 
where the faCt would be committed, that the man-flayer might 
be eafily overtaken by the profecutor before he could reach any 
of them; therefore he furrendered himfelf firft to three judges of 
the neareft place, and having cleared himfelf before them, was 
conducted by their order to the next city of refuge, Befides 
thefe cities of refuge, the tabernacle, and afterwards the tem¬ 
ple, had likewife the privilege of being fanctuaries, efpccially 
the altar of burnt offering. According to the Rabbees , the latter 


J 


priefts, but the contrary is evident in the inftance 


^ Ui f SIA IS w 

• 4 As The laft perfons dedicated to the fervice of God were the 
yahiniiKs. pjethinbns , the defeendants of the Gibecniies , whom Jcjbur. 

condemned to the loweft and moft laborious offices in the taber¬ 
nacle under the Levites. This name, which imports the given, 
leans not, however, to have been given to them rill after the 
captivity, when a fmall number returned with Ezra, and other 
Jfradiies, from Babylon. They are in another place called the 
children of Solomons fervants ; fo that by this time the name 
was alfo applied to the defeendants, thofe Canaaniies whom 
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flleftick and other utenfils belonging to it. 5. The table of confecrat- 

foew bread. And, 6. The court, with all the utenfils repo- ed to the 

fited in it. 1. The tabernacle, by the command and dire&ions ferviceof 

of God himfelf, that he might dwell in the midft of his peo- God. 

pie. As they were condemned for their murmuring and reb$l- Of the 

lion to wander forty years in the wildernefs, it was neceffary tabernacle. 

that this facred place fhould be fitted to their frequent marches, 

and be eafily fet up and taken down, as occafio'n required. It 

was called, in fcripture by feveral names, fuch as, the holy place , 

the habitation, by way of excellency, the habitation of tejlimony , 

the palace, and the palace of the Lord ; but moft commonly the 

tabernacle, or tent of the congregation. It was fo magnificent 

both in its ftru&ure, materials, and utenfils as might infpire 

the Ifraelites and all other nations with an awful refpeft and 

regard for the fervice of God. It was of an oblong figure, 

thirty cubits long, ten cubits broad, and ten in height. It 

had two apartments within divided by a row of four columns 

of Sbittim wood, covered over with maflive gold, and fixed 

in the fame number of pedeftals or fockets of filver. Mofes 

does not mention whether they were round or fquare; but it 

feems more likely they were fquare, which became afterwards 

much in vogue under the name of Pilajiers in the infide of great 

buildings. To the chapiters of thefe was faftened by golden 

hooks a rich embroidered curtain, which extended the whole 

breadth of the place, and diftinguifhed the outward called the 

holy from the inward apartment called the moft holy or holy 

of holies. The curtain or veil that divided the two apartments 

was made of the richeft fluff, both for matter and workman - 

(hip, and was adorned with cherubim, feftoons, and other 

ornaments curioufly embroidered upon it. The whole was en- 

ciofed on the north, weft, and fouth fide with boards of Sbittim 

wood, covered alfo with plates of gold, and fixed below and 

above into fockets or mortifes like the columns. Thefe boards 

were faftened to one another by a five-fold row of golden rings 

all round the three fides, through which were run five bars of 

gilt Sbittim wood that locked or unlocked them at pleafure. 

\ he eaft end had no boards, but was formed by a veil like that 
above mentioned, only without any embroidered cherubim. 

1 he whole had four different coverings, the two innermoft of 
which were by far the richeft, being of a beautiful light blue 
mohair, ftriped with fcarlet and purple or crimfon, and 
adorned with cherubim. The other two were made, the un¬ 
der one of ram fkins with the wool on of fcarlet dye, and the 
tippermoft of badgers fkins of a light blue. The infide 
of both thefe apartments was made ftill more awful by the 
darknefs that reigned in them, for we do not find that there 
were any apertures made for the light, 

The two chief things that were depofited in the moft holy The 
place, were the mercy feat and the ark of the teftimony, the mercy- 
former being as a lid or cover to the latter. The word Kaphoreth , p- at and 
by which Mofes calls it, is properly rendered by moft verfions the ark, 

£ 4 the 
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the propitiatory , by fome the oracle, and by ours the mercy feat, 
becaufe God is faid to have heard their prayers, to have deli¬ 
vered his oracles from thence, and to dwell between the cheru¬ 
bim which cover it. It is plain it had a more than ordinary 
fanclity attributed to it, and was looked upon as the place of 
God’s immediate prefence, for which reafon there were fuch 
fevere judgments inflicled on thofe who prefumed to approach 
it. It was all made of folid gold, and of the thicknefs, fay 
the Rabbins , of an hand’s breadth. At the ends of it were two 
cherubims looking inward towards each other with wings ex¬ 
panded, and meeting on each fide in the middle after embracing 
the whole circumference of the mercy feat. 

The ark was a frnall cheft made of Sbittim wood, and co¬ 
vered over with beaten gold. Its heighth and breadth were 
each one cubit and a half, or about two feet and a half, and its 
length two cubits and a half, or fornewhat more than four feet. 
It is called the ark of the covenant and the ark of the teftimonyj 
being a fymbol of the covenant made between God and his 
people. It contained the two tables of the law, the pot of 
manna, and Aarons miraculous rod, and had on each fide two 
gold rings, through which were faftened the two bars by which 
it ufed to be carried on the priefts fhoulders. Mofes docs not 
mention whether it had either a pedeftal or feet to fland upon, 
and yet it is hardly to be luppofed that it flood upon the bare 
ground. 

Befides the ark and the mercy feat, there was flill in this mod 
holy place the volume of the law which Jlfofes gave the Levilcs 
to depofite by the fide of the ark, whether on the in or outfide 
is not agreed; but moll probably on the latter, as the word in 
the original is the fame with that ufed when the Philijiines fent 
back the ark with an offering put into a coffer by the fide of it, 
and the mercy feat or lid was never to be removed. This vo¬ 
lume of the law however is not fuppofed to have been the only 
authentic copy, as it could not be fetched out and appealed to 
correct errors in other copies but on expiation day. According 
to the je-'xs there were thirteen authentic copies of the law, 
one for each tribe, and one to be preferred in the ark, which is 
not at all improbable. 

In the outer apartment of the tabernacle were, i. The altar 
, of incenfe; 2. The golden candleftick ; 3. The table of fhew- 
brend, The altar of incenfe or perfume is fometimes called the 
golden altar; becaufe though it was made of Sbittim wood, 
yet it was fo well covered over with that metal that it looked 
like a folid piece of gold. To uifHnguifh it from the altar ot 
burnt offerings that flood without the tabernacle, it was fome¬ 
times called the inner altar. Incenfe was burnt upon it morn- 

fprinklcd with the blood or the 

It was one cubit fquarc 


it 


was 


ing and evening, and 
Sacrifices offered for fins of ignorance. 


and two cubits high, fo that the finoke had jliil eight cubits 10 

aicend. There was a golden ornament round the top of k* 

and four herns on the four corners likewife covered with gold. 
" it 
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T t is difficult to underftand how it could be ordered fo as to 
U the heat of the burning coals without burning the wood 
through the gold that overlaid it. According to Le Clerc the 
metaAvas either very thick, or by the Shiitim wood is meant 
the Larix of Vitruvius, which was an incombuftible wood. 

But the opinion of Cutueus is more probable, that the burning 
coals v/ere not let upon the altar itfelf, but upon a confer like a 
chaffing dilh, which conjecture he fupports by a text or two, 

where inch confers are commanded to be filled with coals and 
let upon the altar. The author of the fecond book of Macca- 
ka tells as, that Jeremiah feeing the captivity approaching, hid 
tiiis altar and the ark of God in a cave in mount Ncbo, which 
pc Hopped fo clofe that it could never afterwards be found. 

But the Tabnudijls fay, that JoJiah being admonifhed by the 
prophets that the precious velfels of the fantifuary would be 
carried away to Babylon , depoftted the holy fire, the ark, the 
brail- plate of Urim , and this altar of incenfe in a fubterra- 
ncan place built by Solomon ; but at the return from the capti¬ 
vity they could never be found nor ever will be, if we believe 
the Jen's., till the coming of the MeJJiah. If they had indeed 
been carried to Babylon with the other facred utenfils, they 
would probably have aifo been reftored; but on the contrary, 
the Jews, we find, at their return were forced to make new 
ones. 

2. The candleflick was by far the richeft piece in the whole The p 0 ]„ 
fancluary, being in weight a talent of the fandluary, and t j en can . 
made of pure beaten gold all of a piece without joint or folder, dlellick. 
Itconfilled of feven branches fupported by a foot or ftallc, the 
upper end of which formed the feventh branch, and had three 
on each fide. They were all adorned with cups, knobs, and 
flowers alternate and equidiflant, and on the top of each was 
placed the lamp, fhaped like an almond, which might be put 
on or taken off at pleafure. It was the prieft’s bufinefs in wait¬ 
ing to go in every evening and light them at the time of incenfe, 
and about the fame time in the morning to put them out to 
clean and rcplenifli them. It is generally fuppofed to have been 
of fuch an height that a man might cafily reach the top of it, 
that is, about fix feet high. After the building of the temple 
SclsKci 7, in dead of one placed ten candlcflicks in the holy place 
allof gold with their appurtenances, hut whether that of Motes 


he table 

It had a golden border or crown, of shew- 


was one of the number or 
3- The table of fhew-b 
and covered with gold, 
which may he fuppofed to be a kind of rim round it like that bread, 
of our tea-tables. To this rim were fattened four gold rings, 
two on the oppofitc fides, through which the bars were put 
that ferved for handles to carry it by. The nu lior of the book 
of Chronicles fays tlv-l Solomon made ten others, which ferved to fee 
all the other utonills upon, and Jofephus affirms there were as 
i-tany more or different makes and ifzes in tfiefirft temple as ferved 

to 
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to hold 20,000 cups and veffels of gold, and twice that numbei 
of filver ones. 

We ftiall now conclude this head with an account of fte 
court of the tabernacle and its utenfils. The court was in 
length one hundred cubits, and in breadth fifty, inclofed on 
all but the eaft fide, where there was an opening of twenty 
cubits, for the priefts, Levites , and people to go in and out 
with their offerings. This inclofure was not intended to con¬ 
ceal what was done in the court, the curtains that furroundej 
it being made of a kind of net or point work, through which 
even the heathens might have a view of it. Thefe curtains 
were fupported by a row of pillars, probably of Sbitthn wood 
with brafs pedeftals or fockets, and adorned with filver fillets 
or rather chapiters. They were fifty-fix in number, twenty 
on each fide, ten at the well and fix at the eaft end; and are 
fuppofed by Jofepbus to have been five cubits high, being de- 
figned to hinder only the approach to the temple and not the 
view of it. 

Though this court bore the fame proportion with the taber¬ 
nacle, and the four fides ran parallel with it, yet it is probable 
tiie tabernacle did not ftand in the middle but near the weft end 
of it, as there were feveral utenfils placed in the eaftern area, 
where all the victims were alfo (lain, and all kinds of offerings 
brought and offered up. According to the Jews the tabernacle 
was placed in the weft end, in oppofition 'to the heathen who 
worshiped toward the rifing fun. 

The altar of burnt-offerings, which ftood in the eaftern court, 
•The altar was placed, we may fuppofe, at fuch a convenient cliftance from 
of burnt- the tabernacle as not to damage the outward veil by the fmoke 
offerings, of its conftapt fire. It was five cubits fquare and three cubits 

high, made of Sbittim wood, and covered over with brafs, 
having four brafs rings, through which the handles for carry¬ 
ing it were put. In the cavity of it, which probably went 
through, was hung by four brafs rings a crofs bar grate through 
which the afhes fell, and over which, according to Saurbi, 
the victims to be confumed were placed in another grate, the 
whole being fo contrived as to. prevent the wood of the altar 
from taking fire. On this altar the facred fire which del'ccnded 
from heaven at the confecration of the tabernacle was to be 
continually kept. 

The laft confiderable utenfil in the court of the tabernacle 
was the brazen laver, which was conveniently fituated between 
the altar of burnt offerings and the eaft end. Mofes having 
given no account of its fhape and capacioufnefs, nothing cer¬ 
tain can be affirmed about them. It ferved firft for the priefts 
to wafh their hands and feet in, they being exprefiy forbid un¬ 
der fevere penalties to prefume upon any part of their funcHon 
till they had performed that ceremony. Secondly, the entrails 
and legs of the victims are faid to have been waflied there; but 
according to fome Jews there was another refervoir of water 

for the laft ule, which is not improbable;, not only as it was 

more 


The 

brazen 

laver. 
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more decent, but becaufe we find it fo ordered in 
Imole, where the brazen fea was for the l'ole wafhing of the 

* j c __-_ ° 


wafhing 

This fountain was to be continually replenifhed 


pneits, * 

pointed. . . - - 

W2ter, which office belonged to the Levttes , unlefs perhaps 
they made the Nethinims bring the water to them to the entrance 

of the court. 

To thefe utenfils already mentioned a great number of others 
mi<rht be mentioned fubfervient to various ufes, fuch as kettles, 
pans, frying-pans, ovens, fliovels, tongs, pick-axes, hatchets, 
cleavers, knives, forks, tables, tubs, trays, difhes, and many 
more, all of which were either made of brafs or of wood co¬ 
vered with that metal. Whenever they removed, it was the 
bufinefs of the Levites to pack and cover them up with clothes 
and (kins made for that purpofe. In all the above account it 
is obfervable that there is no mention made of any flooring or 
pavement fo much as for the tabernacle, and yet it is hardly 
credible that its rich and facred utenfils fhould ftand on ' 


Mofi 


There 


the 


tabernacle as he faw needful in procefs of time without deviat¬ 
ing in material points from the original pattern, and among 
others this flooring might be one. 

Before we proceed to the laws of the fecond table we fhall 


con- 



any ftranger 


to eat of the paflbver, he was firfl: to be circumcifed, after 
which he was to be admitted not only to that grand folemnity, 
but to all the other religious privileges of the lfraelites. Great 
part of the mixed multitude that came with them out of Egypt 
and of the conquered inhabitants of Canaan were of this num¬ 
ber. And indeed the condition of thofe that became circum¬ 
cifed was fo preferable to that of thofe who continued in their 
old religion, that the number of the former increafed very much. 
Thefelfifh Jews, it isfuppofed, on this account invented the 
didin&ion of profelytes of the gate , and profelytes of righteoufncfs , 
circumcifion not being required of the former, who were only 
bound to abjure their idolatry, and to obferve the Noachid law 


fion of 


Noah 


better than flavery. We 


j 

than r53,000 and up¬ 


wards of this kind in Solomon’s time, who were all employed 
in the moft fervile and laborious works. The Jews were very 
% of admitting profelytes, and they refuted their admiflion 
( hree times according to the Talmud , where they are compared 
to the ruft in iron, or ulcers in the body. After the time, if 
they perfifted in their defire of being admitted, they were to be 
circumcifed before two or three fufficient witneffes, then to be 
baptized, in order to walh away the filth of heathenifm, and 
laftly, to offer up the ufual Sacrifices for fin, after which they 
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were excluded by Mofes longer than other 
and the Egyptians were received after the 


The 


What 


Zdonntii 

iecond genera- 

tion, becauie the tormer were brethren, and Ifrael had fo. 
journed among the latter. The Moabites and Ammonites were 
not to be admitted till after the tenth generation, or accord¬ 
ing to the letter of the original, not even after the tenth ge¬ 
neration, becaufe they hired Balaam to curfe Ifrael, Baftardr 
and all illegitimate iflue were under the fame exclufton with 
them. The Amalekites , as well as eunuchs of all kinds, were 
totally excluded, the former becaufe they were under the di¬ 
vine anathema , and the latter becaufe their condition was ac¬ 
counted a legal defedt. 
the congregation of the Lord, is not agreed. Some under- 
Rand by it, their being denied admittance into the IfmlitiJI, i 
commonwealth by circumcifion, and others, their being ex¬ 
cluded from places of authority; which laft is moft received 
among chriftian interpreters. The profelytes of righteoufnefs 
were obliged to circunieife all the males, and baptize all the 
females in their family under the age of thirteen. Thofe 
that were above that age, were at liberty to follow their own 
choice. None under thirteen could be admitted as profelytes 
without the confent of their parents, or in cafe of their re- 
fufal, that of two or three judges ; in which cafe their ad- 
miffion was looked upon as a new birth, and their parents 
were no longer efteemed as fuch, and they even believed this 
kind of converts received new fouls after baptifm. Ail for¬ 
mer ties, either of blood or alliance, they imagined, were fo 
totally cancelled thereby, that even parents and their chil¬ 
dren might intermarry without committing inccft; on which 
account, probably, it was that our Saviour accufcs the Scriha 
and Pharifees of rendering their profelytes ten times more the 
children of hell than themfelves *. 

The laws The laws of the fecond table, or concerning the Jewifh go¬ 
of the fe- vernment, we (hall mention in the fame order as they arc in 
cond tabic, the decalogue, and we ihall begin with thofe relating to pa¬ 
rents, both in a political and natural fenfe. The patriarchs! 
government being become impracticable by reafon of its being 
branched out into fo many families, God, to prevent the/G; 
from murmuring at any alteration of that form, declared that 
he himfelf would be their king, and would appoint, from time 
to time, proper vicegerents, under whom the beaus of fami¬ 
lies fhould govein and adminiftcr juftice in exact conformity 
to his laws. Mcfes was declared_ the firft vicegerent, and ac¬ 
cordingly it is faid, he was king in, or over , ’ Jejhunoi , or Ijroch 
when the heads of the people and the tribes of Ifrael were gathers 
together ; that is, probably when the divided power of the 
heads of tribes and families centered in one head. To hur 
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What is very remarkable with refpc-ct to their monarchs is, Submif- 


that 




thyfather 


go- 


•1 o 

uS 


vernors 


to parents 


government ; and the prohibition againft curjmg the rulers of enjom 

% pwple > whereas there are feveral exprels precepts to re- 
ftrain the kings from abufmg their power and opprelling their 
fubiecls. Of this nature are thofe that exclude all ftrangers 
from being railed to that dignity, that forbid a king of lfracl 
to multiply horfes, wives, riches, to marry ftrange women, and 
the like i to oblige him to write with his own hand a copy 
of God’s law, to govern himfelf by it, without deviating from 
it to the right or left; that enjoin him to make choice of per- 
fons of vvifdom and integrity to be judges over the people, and 
others of that kind. Though they acted many times very ar~ 
bitrarilv, yet in many inftances we find that the congregation 
of a ll lfracl put a negative upon their proceedings In latter 
times, however, they appear to have been above the controul 
of this council, and too often were not even retrained by 
the laws of God, on which account feveral prophets were 

commiflioned by him to reprove them. 

Their being anointed, or the eldcft fons of anointed perfons 
byfoine celebrated prophets, and appointed fovereigns of a 
nation called in feripture a royal priefthood, gave them a full 
power not only in matters purely civil and military, but in ec- 
clefialHcal alfo. Many divines, indeed, think that they never 


D 


Jhapbat , Jofiah 


Hcfckiah , jeho- 
who were neither prophets nor 


inipired perfons, plainly evince the contrary. They had 
to confult the oracle of Urim, and were commanded fo to do 
upon all emergencies, as well as the general congregation. On 
fomc occasions they alfumed an abfolute power of life and 
death, and there are frequent inftances of perfons being put to 

/ _ ^ 4 « • 1 1 .• VI < /* 


death by their foie will; though according to th 
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Mofe 


the criminals ought to have been convicted by two or three 
witnefles before proper judges. 

That profound refpedl was paid to the regal dignity appears 
both from the fubmiffivc language with which they were ad- 
drcfled, and the humble manner of approaching them. Even 
queens and prophets proftrated thcmlelves with their faces to 
the ground before them, as Nathan and Baibjbeba did to David . 
His Ion Solomon , doubtlcfs, raifed the grandeur of the throne 
to a much greater heighth. God neverthelefs was ftill aettnow- 
ledged as lupreme iovereign, and neither the king, nor the 
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congregation, nor both united, had ever any legiflative audio, 
rity. When there was a neceffity of making a new law, God 
by his oracle exerted that prerogative. 

The judges who governed lira cl from Jojhua to Sauly were 
appointed from time to time by God himfelf, and differed in 
nothing from kings but in title, pomp, and grandeur, and in 
their dignity not being hereditary. They could make peace 
and war, fummon the tribes to arms, confult God by XJrhn 
and the like. They are faid to have judged Ifrael , and to have 
taken yearly circuits through the land to adminifter juftice 
the people alfo repairing to them at their abodes for judgl 
ment; but whether this was done by way of appeal from the 
judgment of inferior courts, as the dernier refort, or by way of 
confulting them in doubtful cafes, is not eafy to determine. 
The latter, however, feems moft probable from the command 
of MofeSy that in all doubtful cafes they ftiould apply them- 
felves to the priefts and to the judges or head of the people 
then in being, to whofe judgment they ftiould fubmit under 
pain of death. 

Of the Befides thefe judges, emphatically fo called, MofeSy and af- 

judgesand ter him thofe who were at the head of the Ifraelitijb common- 
courts of wealth, were commanded to appoint a number of judges and 
judicature, magiftrates in all cities to adminifter j uftice to the people, 

Thefe were to be men of wif’dom and probity, well verfed in 
the law of MofeSy free from covetoufnefs and partiality, fuch 
as would protect the innocent, the fatherlefs and widow, the 
helplefs and ftranger, and punifh the guilty and evil doer. 
Thefe regulations, however, we find afterwards were but little 
regarded. Even the Tons of the upright Eli and Samuel 
proved moft unrighteous deputies to their fathers : and in the 
reign of the pious David , a great deal of corruption had crept 
into the courts of judicature, otherwife his (on Abfalom could 
have had no pretence for wifhing that he had been a judge, to 
redrefs the grievances of the opprefted. 

Thefe courts were held at the gates of the cities, and be« 
came in time very confiderable; but how they were kept, or 
how many judges belonged to each, whether their power was 
equal, or fome fubordinate to others, cannot be gathered from 
leripture. In procefs of time they became fo corrupted, that 
the prophets were obliged, from time to time, to exclaim againft 
them. The good king JehoJbaphat was fo affected with the re- 
monftrances of one of them, that he immediately fetabouta 
thorough reformation, appointing new judges in every walled 
city, and charging them, in the moft prefling terms, to be more 
watchful and upright than their predeceflors. He appointed 
two tribunals for the city of jerufalemy the one confifting 
chiefly of priefts and Levites for matters of religion, and the 
other, which was moftly compofed of the heads of families, for 
matters of ftate. The courts are fuppofed to have continued 
jn this form till the captivity; but as the princes became more 
and more wicked, fo did the judges under them, till God was 

provoked 
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rnked to drive them out of the land. 
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Thefe 


even 


Swears, took cognizance of all civil and criminal cafes, 
where the offence was of a religious nature ; fuch as idolatry, 
witchcraft, facrilege and the like, for which reafon the prieft and 
laites were appointed to aflift if not to prefide in them. Accord¬ 
ing to the Talmudijls , befides the fanhedrim or grand council of 
f which refided at JeriiJ'alem , and was fupreme over all other 
tribunals throughout the land, there were other two courts, one 
confiding of 3, and the other of 23 judges, which they fay were 
to be in every city or town that had 120 inhabitants according 
tofome, or families, according to others. The three judges 
were only arbitrators chofen one by each party, and the third 
by the other two. Their cognizance extended only to fmali 
matters, and the heavieft punifhment they could inflidt was 
whipping. The other judged of all capital caufes, and con¬ 
demned criminals to death. 

Next in authority to the mag ill rates were natural parents, 
and thefe were to be honoured and obeyed in a moft particular 


The Tahnudijl 


law lays a greater 


manner _ _ 

God 

1 UV»V ^£- - - - <r 

becaufewe are only enjoined to honour the latter with our 
fubftance, whereas we are bound to honour the former whe¬ 
ther we have any fubftance or not, and to work in order to be 
able to maintain them. St. Paul remarks, that this was the firffc 
command with a promife. The punifhment of difobedient and 
wicked children was no lefs fevere; for it was death for any to 
curfe or ftrike their parents, or even to continue in a ftubborn 
difobedience to their commands. In this laft cafe they had 
power to inflidl any punifhment but death upon them. If they 
Hill continued refractory, they might then bring and accufe 
them before the judges, who upon full proof, were obliged to 
condemn them to death without mercy or delay. 

Now we are upon the fubjeft of punifhment, we fhall, before 
we proceed to the following precept, give an account of thofc 
which were either appointed by the Mofaic law, or made ufe 
of at the prince’s will againft obnoxious perfons before the cap¬ 
tivity. The fmaller fort of punifhments were either, r. Fines 
by way of compenfation for wrongs, theft, and the like. 
Selling for flaves thofe who were not able to pay their debts or 
make fiitisfa&ion for a wrong. 3. The talian law, eye for eye, 
Mb for tooth, Jlripe for Jlripc , kc. 4. Whipping, winch was 
not to exceed forty lafhes. 

The capital punifhments were of four kinds, namely, ftoning. 

Stoning was the moft 


2. 


meant by 


burning, beheading, and ftrangling. 

ufual, and when the law condemned a perfon to death without 
naming the kind, this was always underftood to b 
i‘- The crimes deferving this death were all forts of inceft, fo- 
domy, beftiality, ravifhing a betrothed virgin, or her confent- 

jng to be defiled by another man, blafpheming, fabbath break¬ 
ing, witchcraft, idolatry, the inticing of others to idolatry, re¬ 
bellious children, offering ones feed to Moloch , and forr.e others 
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e, and the reft of the fpeclators helped to difpatch him, 
.’•ere fometimes indeed irregular cafes, wherein itv-4 
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trial. 


of the like nature. The execution was always without % 

city, and the witnefles, after laying their hand upon the head 
of the criminal, and faying, thy blood be upon thee , threw the 
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firft ftone 
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allowed to ftone the criminal upon the fpot, without further 

Thefe, however, ought rather to he looked upon as zea¬ 
lous mobbings, though encouraged in feme degree under the 

~ ~ ^ ' 1'hc punifhment of burninean 
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demned the^daughters of priefts to be burnt for mcontmency; 
and A chan was condemned to be ftoned and burned for fen, 
lege. Th 
mentioned 
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fire, and with melted lead poured down the criminal's threat. 


7 


into idolatry. 


But nothing like it appears to have been pr?.c- 
tifed before the captivity. The lame may he laid of flranglin 


Talnitidijl. 
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reckon lix lorts or crimmais wno were 
condemned to this "death, namely, thofe that ftruck their pa¬ 
rents; menftealers; the priefts that refilled to conform to the 

determination of the court; falle prophets, or thofe whonro- 
phefied in the name of falle gods; he that defiled another man’s 
bed, and he that had criminal converfation with a prieft’s daugh¬ 
ter. As for fome other punifhments, particularly that of cru¬ 
cifixion which Chrift fuffered, though fome have fancied it to 
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rally allowed to have been not a JezviJh but a Roman punifo- 
ment. But the molt dreadful of all the Jezvijh punifhments, 
though not a capital one, was excommunication, clpecially that 
entitled Shcmatta , anlwering to the Syrian Maranatha , ufed 
by St. Paul , which fignifics in both tongues, the Lord comes , tr 

is at hand. 
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of the flood could not he expiated 
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but by the death of the murderer, whatever might be the punilh 
ment of it before that time. God, under the law, expreflcs the 
_reateft abhorrence again ft it, and ordered the guilty perlbn to 
be torn, as we obferved, from his altar. He prohibited both 
the avenger and the judges from making any ccmpofition, or 
accepting of any recompence for the crime ; and the laws 
againft it extended equally to the Israelites and to the ftrangers 
that dwelt among them. To infpire the people with an un¬ 
common horror againft wilful murder, an expiation was ever 
inftituted for uncertain murder. 1 he lodges and elders of tin 1 


murdered 


h.u 
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had never been yoked, to wafli their hands over her, and to 
nrofefs that their hands had not fhed this blood, neither their 
eves feen it done ; after which they were to pray God not to 

Jay it to their charge. . . 

The law, thou Jhalt not commit adultery , is underftood by the Againft: 
% ws ;l s a prohibition of all kind of illicit coition and unnatu- adultery, 

ral lulls. Befides, inceft, rape, fodomy, and beftiality, were 
forbid by other exprefs lav/s under pain of death. Fornication 
W as forbid by feveral laws, and in fome cafes was made capital; 
for any woman who ventured to marry under the notion of be- 
j, 1(r a virgin, and was proved to be otherwife, was to be ftoned. 

If the complained, indeed, againft the man who had deflowered 
her, he was obliged to pay her father fifty fhekels of filver, and 
to marry her, without having it in his power to put her away 
daring her life. Adultery was punifhable with death in both 
parties, if they were both married, or only the woman; but the 
punifhtnent of a married man who committed adultery with an 
unmarried woman, cannot be affirmed to be the fame. 

With refpeft to the wives, to deter them from all unlawful. The w *‘ 
liberties of that kind, as well as, perhaps, to prevent thofe that f ers 
were innocent from being unjuftly fufpected and ill treated by jealouty- 
their jealous hufbands, Alofes was commanded to appoint the 
waters of jealoufy, with the promife of a conftant miracle, by 
which the guilty fhould be punifhed in a very dreadful man¬ 
ner, and the innocent cleared with applaule. The fufpefted 
woman was brought by her hufband to the prieft, who having 
heard the accufation, brought her before the Lord to the taber¬ 
nacle or temple, uncovered her head, that is, according to the 
Jiwst fhaved her hair, and put the offering of her hufband, 
namely, a cake of barley meai, into her hand. He himfelf, at 
the fame time, took l'omc holy water impregnated with worm¬ 
wood, and put fome of the duff of the pavement into it, toge¬ 
ther with the words of the curfe written at full length. 1 he 
fubllance of the curfe was, that if flic had been guilty of de¬ 
filing her marriage-bed, thofe waters fhould fwell and burft her 
belly and rot her thigh, but if fhe was innocent, they fhould 
have no power to hurt her. After he had waffled out the 
words of the curfe in the bitter water, he gave it her to drink, 
and taking the cake from her hand, he waved it to the Lord, 
and burnt part of it upon the altar. The confequence was, 
that if fhe was guilty, the water did burft her belly and rot her 
thigh, and file died loon after the drinking of it; but if fhe was 
innocent, fhe not only came off unhurt, but as a token and re¬ 
ward of her continence became more healthy and fruitful ; and 
the hufband was for the future to cherifh her the more for 
having given him fuch an eminent proof of her chaftity. The 
/aw add, that thefe laws could have no off eft upon the wife, 
how guilty foever, if the hufband had likewife been guilty of 
tranfgreffing the laws of wedlock. Whether the Ifraelites , in 
this inftitution, imitated any euftom of the Egyptians, or of any 
other nation, is uncertain ; but it is plain that almoft every 
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country, fince, had a kind of trial or ordeal, not only for cafes 
of incontinency, but almoft for every crime. 

The other laws relating to marriage were very few. The 
Mofaic law no where obliged men to marry, yet the Jnvs, 
from the words increase and multiply, always looked upon it as 
an indifpenlable duty ; for which reafon they ufed to m; 
their children very young, their daughters particularly when 
they came of age, which with them was at twelve. Mm 
only reftrained the Ifraclites from marrying within certain de¬ 
grees of confanguinity, which had till then been permitted, to 
prevent their taking wives from among the idolatrous nations, 
Thefe are therefore the degrees prohibited by him under pain 
of death as inceftuous : i. To marry one’s own father or mo¬ 
ther. 2. Father and mother-in-law. 3. The brother or filler 
of one’s father or mother. 4. A grand (on or grandauehtcr. 


5. An uncle or aunt. 6. A fon or daughter-in-law. 7. 
brothers or fillers, by which the Jcvjs underftood thole only 
by the mother’s fide. 8. A brother or filler-in-law, 0. The 
hufband or wife of an uncle or aunt. 10. The father and fon, 
or mother and daughter, either together, or one after the death 
of the other. Mojes alfo prohibited the firft born to be diftn- 
herited out of favour or affection to another wife, and com¬ 
manded, that upon the marriage of a fecond wife during the 
life of the firft, the hufband fhould be ftill bound to continue 
to the former her food, raiment, and the duty of marriage. As 
to the law called Icvirate , which obliged a man whofe brother 
died without iffue to marry his widow to raife up feed to his 
brother, MoJ'es left it in fome meafure to a man’s choice whe¬ 
ther he would comply with the law or not. In cafe of a re- 
fufal, the wido w could only fummon him before the judges of 
the place, where if he per filled, fhe untied his lhoe, fpit in his 
face, and faid, thus jha/l it hi? dour, unto the man ivho refufes t> 
build up his brother s houje ; after which he was branded with 
the name of the man whofe /hoe was unloofcd. The Rallies 
have undcrllood this law in a very reftrained fenfe, and affirm, 
that only the cldciT of the furvivers was required to marry the 
widow, and not even he if he was already married. But 
who was not even neareft of kin to the dree ail’d hufband of 
Ruth, we find, thought himfclf obliged to marry her when the 
neareit kinfman refilled to do it; and from the cafe of the feven 
brethren put to our Saviour by the Sadducres , the opinion of the 
Rabbles appears to be groundless. 'The hufband, we find by 
another law, was obliged to pay down a competent dowry for 


T 


wo 


the wife, or, as the Jews term it in their contracts, the pric 
equivalent cf her virginity. The marriages were contra 
by the parents or relations of the parties on both fuics, and 
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ide, prefents were exchanged, and the contract iigned 
vitneilbs. After oonfummation, the bride tarried nil 


before w 

fome time with her relation?, and was then lent away to 
her hufbanu’s habitation, with tinging and dances at the found 
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of feveral inftruments. This laft was generally performed in 
the night, and the parable of the ten virgins plainly alludes to 
it. It was likewife ufual with them to contrail thefe marriages 
very young, both parties continuing ftill with their parents till 
they were of age to eonfummate. The daughters, whether they 
were efpoufed or not, were kept very ftridt, and out of fight, 
by the Ifraelites , from which privacy the unmarried damfels came 
to be called aimaks , which fignifies hidden and concealed. 

By another law heirefles were forbidden to marry out of their 
own tribe, from which limitation the reft were exempted. 
A man however was left to his liberty to marry not only in 
any of the twelve tribes, but even out of them, provided it 
was with nations that ufed circumcifion, fuch as the Aiidianitcs, 
the Iflmiaelites, Edomites , Moabites and Egyptians. Thus Mofes 
married a Miclianite , Boaz a Moabite , Abfalonis mother was 
the daughter of the king of Gejhur , and Solomon in the begin¬ 
ning of his reign married Pbaroab's daughter. Whenever 
therefore we find him and other kings blamed for marrying 
ftrange women we muft underftand it of thefe nations that 
were idolatrous and uncircumcifed, and of thofe women who 


Jewijh 


gh Mofc 


has been filent concerning it, fome few ceremonials may be 
gathered from feripture and the reft from the Rabbles. It does 
not appear that it was accompanied with any religious cere¬ 
mony, fuch as going to the tabernacle, or temple, offering of 
facrihces; or even that it was performed by or before a prieft. 


Iff 


of Boaz with Ruth, 


and of Tobias with Sarah, we may conclude that the parents 
and the reft of the company did pray for the profperity of the 
new married couple. Thefe nuptials were accompanied with 
fealting and mirth, which lafted a whole week, and it may be 
concluded the feafts were very fplendid, from that beautiful 
comparifon of the Pfalmift, of the glory of a riling fun to a 
bridegroom coming out of his nuptial chamber. 

Their plurality of wives was far from being cither a charge 
or incumbrance on them, confidering their fimple way of liv- 
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ing. The women we find from the facred books employed 
tbcnifelves in dreffingof vi&uals, taking care of the children, 
spinning, carding, weaving, and the like, whilft their huf- 

bands chofe the more laborious works in the fields and vine¬ 
yards. 

For the hardnefs of their hearts, as our Saviour obferves, j, 
Mtfcs indulge!, the J, .. ' 

‘j 1 wedlock, with the ICIUCUy UL UiVUlkC. v v w w nut ZiilU 

that it had ever been pradlifed by any of the patriarchs what- 
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eve r it might have been by other nations. Then: 
words of the law, or rather per million, a When a man 
l> t: -ken a wife and married her, and it 
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C£ it into her hand, and fend her out of his houfe. And when 
<£ {he is departed {he may go and be another man’s wife; and 
“ if her fecond hu{band hate her and write her a bill of divorce 
“ —or if he chance to die—her former hufband {hall not take 
<£ her again to be his wife after fhe is defiled, for that is an 
“ abomination to the Lord.”— Both Jevjs and Cbrijiians are 
divided in their opinion concerning the words be has found k 
her fome uncleannefs, turpitude or nakednefs. Some of the 
'Jews have fo extended them as to make divorce lawful even 
upon the flighted: fault; fuch as, according to Hillei, fpoi!in» 
his meat in cooking, or according to Akkiba , if he finds another 
that pleafed him better. To make this out they divide the text 
thus, if foe do not find favour in his eyes, and if he find in her ary 
uncleannefs. Others However condemn fuch a perverfe reading, 
and confine the caufe of the hufband’s diflike to the cafe of 
unchaftity, or a defilement of that kind, v/hich we find did 
not even always excite the hufband to leek a divorce. David 
we find did not repudiate thofe concubines or wives of the 
fecond rank, whom his foil Abfalom had publickly debauched. 
The Lcvite alfo went to feek and bting home his concubine, 
after fhe hud played the harlot and forfaken him; and the fame 
may be faid of Samfon , who went and demanded his wife after 
fhe had been given to another man. The firft fenfe of the 
words has been moft followed by the Jews, but fufficicntly 
condemned by Cbrijl in the gofpel, not only becaufe divorces 
were become too frequent, and permitted upon every trivial 
occafion *; but alfo to allure the people that the marriage 
knot was not to be diffolvcd upon any pretence, except that 
of infidelity. According to Jofephus the women were not per¬ 
mitted on any account to divorce their hufbands. He adds 
Salome, fiftcr to Herod the Great, was the firft that took upon 
her to divorce her hufband, whofe example was foon follows! 
by others whom he mentions. 

The precept in the decalogue thou j.halt not Jleal, was under- 
ftood by the Jeivs of men ftealing. The other forts of theft 
they imagined were implied in the laft precept. Thou fall ml 
covet. We ftiall however include under the fame head, the laws 
againft the firft kind mentioned, and the taking away of ano¬ 
ther man’s property, whether privately or by open force, and 
alfo thofe againft every act of fraud and injuftice, which is con¬ 
trary to the right and common faith of mankind. 

The ftealing of a man was the only capital theft under the 
law of Mofes. T he Jews however, not without fome founda¬ 
tion, confine it to the ftealing of an Ifraclite, as Mofes in one 
place expreiles the precept. If a man be found Jlealing onj 0] 
his brethren of the children of If'racl. All other theft was pu¬ 
li ilhed by reftitution, and the addition of a fine, according to 
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the nature of the theft. The man however who broke into an 
houfe in the night to rob, might with impunity be killed, though 
not in the day-time. If the thief had not wherewith to make 
iiitisfaction according to the law, it was lawful for the profe- 
cutor, if he was an Ifraelite to fell him to an Ifraelite. If he 

had a wife and children, they might likewife be fold with him 

tillfatisfa&ionwas made to the offended; atleaft, it feems to 

t' 11 i n _i_J_nil’ J 1_ 


have been lb underftood 




prophet E/i/b, 


to the widow, and from the parable in the golpel, where the 

creditor commands the infolvent debtor and nis wife and chil¬ 
dren to be fold, and payment to be made. If a thief was un¬ 
married, and his mafter gave him a wife during his fervitude, 
the children he had by her were his mafter’s property. In cafes 
of petty larceny the law was very indulgent, and Solo?non tells 
us a thief was not defpifed that Hole to fatisfy his hunger. 
Wes, however, was far from countenancing fuch kind of theft, 
f: she allowed a man in cafes of extreme want to fell himfelf, 
and even his unmarried daughter, on condition cither that 
the buyer fhould marry her, or if he did not, that fne fhould 
be redeemed by the higheft bidder that would. A man that 
was accul'edof theft was obliged to clear himfelf by oath be¬ 
fore the judge, and if he could be afterwards proved forfworn, 
hewasputto death, not for the theft, but for the perjury. 
The fame law reached all'o to the receiver or concealer of ftolen 
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Jhall 


Mofes from one Ifraelite 


ff _ 

All kind of ufury was 
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but of ftrangers, that is, of the Gentiles, they were permitted 
to take fome ufury, yet fo as not to opprels them by too great 
extortion, or indeed in any manner whatever, they being in 
fuch cafes put upon the fame foot with the fatherlefs and the 
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widow, whole protector God every wnere ueciares nimieir. 
Opprefling of fervants and hirelings, defrauding them, or even 
detaining their wages though but for one night; denying them 
neceflary food and refpite ; private mifehiefs, fuch as miflead- 
ing the blind or even another’s cattle, removing of landmarks, 
digging of pits and leaving them uncovered, and many more 
of the like nature, were likewife reckoned enormous crimes ; 
and terrible curies were denounced againft the tranfgrefl'ors by 
God. Mofes likewife gave them many wholefome laws relating 
to things committed to another’s care or pledged for a time, 
and forbad not only the ufe of falfe weights and meafures, but 
alfo all kind of frauds, circumvention in contrails, whether 
written or verbal, both in merchandizing and all other deal¬ 
ings between man and man. 

The chief law againft falfe witnefs was that of the Deca- Toe law 
logue, Thou Jhalt not bear, or according to the original, Thou againft 
Jbalt net anfwer falfe witnefs againft thy neighbour. 'The judges Ta be v 
were bound to abide by the teftimonv of two or three wit- ne * 3 * 
nefles, efpecially in capital cafes, a fingle witnefs not being 
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fufRcient to condemn any man. The law condemned a f a Jf e 
witnefs to the fame puniftiment, which, in confequence of his 
teftimony, would have been inflicted upon the innocent; and 
if examined upon oath and proved forfworn, he was to be 
put to death. The judges were alfo required to beveryftrift 
in examining the witnefles as to their chara&er, and to weigh 
the nature of the evidence, in order to prevent as far as poflible 
the guilty being acquitted, or the innocent being con¬ 
demned. 

The tenth precept of the Decalogue, Thou Jhalt not com 
thy neighbour’s houfc , zvife, he. is juftly efteemed by the Jeivijh 
doctors the prop and foundation of all the otherlaws of thefecond 
table, and he that obferves this is in no danger of breaking 
the reft. The Talmudijh underhand it in the refined and drift 
fenfeof rhcgofpcl; but whether it was fo interpreted by the 
antient ecus is not eafy to determine. 

Sonic mif- We fhai! now fubjoin an account of fome other mixed laws 

cellaneous relating to food, raiment, planting, fowing, decency, and 

clean!inefs, and fuch difeales as excluded men from common 
fociety. 

Of all the food prohibited by the Majxical law, blood may 
be reckoned in the fir ft place, that prohibition being as old as 


And 

againft co¬ 
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anoth e ' s 
property. 


laws. 

The eat¬ 
ing of 


blood pro the deluge, Noah being forbidden, under fevere threatnings,from 
hibited. eatiner.ot only the blood itfelf, but the flefh alfo, if notentire- 


Unclean 

meats. 


ly freed from it. The eating of it is exprefly forbidden by 
Mcfes^ not only to the Ifraelites , but to the fti angers that lived 
among them, even under pain of death. A modern traveller* 
tells us, this law is ftill ftridtly obferved by fome eaftern churches, 
by virtue doubtlefs of theapcftolic canon, which has been kept 
ever ftnee by the eaftern, and for feveral ages by the weftern 
church, and confirmed by feveral councils from time to time. 
God feems even to put it on the level with facrificing ones feed 
to Moloch , when he threatens to fet his face againft him that 
tranfgreftes in either cafe, which expreflion is notuiedinany 
other prohibition. 

Next to the blood was forbidden likewife the flefh of a con- 
fiderable number of beafts, fowls, fifties, and reptiles, which 
were therefore to be deemed unclean. This diftindlion, how¬ 
ever, of clean and unclean, feems to have been prior to the 
Mofaical law, and to have been known before the deluge, as we 
have formerly mentioned. The general rules given by Mofcs 
for riiftinguifhing the clean from the unclean were the follow¬ 
ing. Of beafts, whatever did not both chew the cud and di¬ 
vide the hoof was to be reckoned unclean. Of fowl, all carm- 
verous birds, fuch as the .eagle, vultur, and the like, all that 
had four feet and yet flew, as the bat, were alfo unclean. Of 
fifties, all that had fins and feales were lav/ful, and all that 
wanted either were forbidden. Of infefts, all that had wings 
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■ to be eaten, but whatever did only crawl on the earth was 
unclean. Laftly, the fat of the clean hearts was forbidden, 
becauie in all facrifr es it was to be burnt upon the altar, as 
appertaining unto God. The fleih of hearts torn in pieces, or 
that died of themfelves, was likewife forbidden. 

As to drefs, Mofes has left no pofitive laws, except thofe re- »_• - nt 
bring to the peculiar drefs of priefts, and where he orders the 
_ e0 ple to wear blue fringes to the borders of their garments 
j 0r a remembrance that they were now no longer to live after 

their own will, but after the commands of God. The fecond 
moil confiderable negative precepts of this kind were thofe 
which forbad the promifeuous habit of both fexes, and the 

weaving of two different fluffs, fuch as linen and woolen, in 
the lame garments, which precepts, and others of a like kind, 
are fuppofed to have been given in oppofition tofome idolatrous 
praflice among the heathens. Cleannefs and decency, though 
very neceffary in hot climates, are enjoined by Mofes under fe- 
vere penalties, and thofe who laboured under any defilement, 
were ordered to purify themfelves by proper ceremonies. 

Thegreatefl of all defilements was reckoned the leprofy, for T] ie ] e _ 
which reafon thofe who were infected with it were obliged to pro fy a de- 
Jive ieparate from the refl till they were cured. Monarchs figment, 
themfelves were not exempted from this law, as appears from 
the inftance of Uzziab ; and indeed one kind of it was of fo 
infectious a nature that too much caution could not be ufed to 
prevent its fpreading. Thofe that died of it were even buried 
ibparately from the reft. The milder kind, namely, the dry 
one, (corns rather to have been an eye-fore than an infer? lous 
difeafe. Mofes diflinguifhes three forts of leprofy,_ n:-.;.dy, 
that of the body, of garments, and of houfes. Of the firfl 
there were two kinds, the molt violent of which not only cor¬ 
rupted the flefh, but corroded the bones, being reckoned in¬ 
curable when it feized the folid parts. Tournefori\ who had feen 
it in the Levant, thinks it a kind of venereal difeafe, and that 
if taken in time it might be cured by the fame method. The 
leprofy of the garments is luppoied to have been owing to fome 
defect in the management of the wool, &c. The marks of 
this kind of leprofy were fpots either of a reddifh or greenifh 
hue, which appeared upon the garments, whether of linen, 
woolen, or of (kins. The leprofy of the houfes was diftin- 
guilhed by a kind of ruft or feurf that fpread itfeif along the 
walls, which if it was found incurable, the houfe was ordered 
to be demolifhed. The priefts were the proper judges both of 
the difeafe and of the cure, concerning which Mofes left them 
leveral plain directions *. 
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founded on their laws, and many of them being already men¬ 
tioned above, we fhall have the lefs to fay here, efpecially as 
books and authorities of a date old enough to be depended on 

are wanting to clear the fubjedt. We have already mentioned 

the cuftoms they ufed at weddings and feftivals ; we fhall now 
fpeak of thofe that were pradtiled at births and feafts, to which 
we fhall add a fhort account of their abominable rites at their 
high places, groves, &c. and of their various kinds of divina¬ 
tions, games, and ceremonies ufed at burials. 

Circumcilion, it may be remembered, was not enjoined by the 
Mofaic law, but by virtue of the exprefs command given to 
Abraham, No precept was given how the ceremony was to be 
performed, but it was entirely left to the option of the parent. 
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circumcifed at home, where the father or fome friend held him 
in his arms, while fome other expert perfon cut off the fore- 
fkin. It was always looked upon as a high compliment to be 
chofen to this office. After having cut off the forefkin, he ap¬ 
plied his mouth to the wound, and having fucked the blood 
twice or thrice, and fpit it out into a tumbler of wine, he threw 
fome ftyptic powder upon the wound and dreffed it. He then 
put the cup of wine and blood to the infant’s lips, pronouncing 
thefe words of the prophet, Live in thy blood , repeated the 
cxxviii pfaim, and wiflied his parents joy, and that they might 
thus affift at his wedding. This ceremony was ufually accom¬ 
panied with great rejoicing and feafting, and at this time the 
child was named by the parents in prefence of the company. 
Thefe names were generally fomething relating to the parents 
or the child, or to fome other circumftances of time. The Jews 
afterwards added feveral lliperftitious cuftoms to this ceremony; 
fuch as placing a ftool for Elijah , who they fay aflifted invifibly 
at the ceremony, writing the names of three friendly angels, 
and affixing them to the walls of the room, to prefeive the 
child from the power of Lillith , who according to them was 
Adam’ s ftrft wife, and being parted from him, ufed to vent her 
ipleen againft women in childbirth and new-born children. 

As for the cuftoms and ceremonies ufed at their feafts, which 
beftdes thofe commanded or permitted by the law were neither 
many nor fumptuous, we fhall only mention luch as bear an 
analogy with fome paffages in the gofnel. Thefe were the fa- 


luting of the guefts 
to be performed to 


they 


Jofeph 


him in Egypt, anointing the head with oil, the only inftance of 
which before thegofpel we find in that aliufion of the Pfalniift, 
'Thou ha/l prepared a table for me -thou hajl anointed my head with 
viL Thefe nrft ceremonies being over, the mafter of the heufe 
began ro crave a bluffing ; but if there was any ftranger or per- 

fon oi iuperior rank prudent, he complimented him v/ith that 

office, 
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office, which was not to be refufed upon any pretence; for 
they believed that he who refufed to crave a bleffing {hortened 
his own days. The matter then took a cup of wine, and hav- 
in „ blefl'ed the creator of the vine, he fipped a little of it and 
gave it to the next perfon till it had gone round. Our Saviour 
is observed by St. Luke to have begun with it. After the cup 
had gone round, the bread was then blefled, broke and diftri- 
buted to the guefts, which Cbrijl all'o did to the apoftles.' As 
loon as they had done eating, the lame perfon who had craved 
the blelfing alfo gave thanks, the feaft being concluded with 
another cup full of wine. Our Saviour is fuppofed to have 
inftituted the facramcnt in this laft cup. Some of thefe laft cere¬ 
monies however it is likely wcre_ only ufed at their grand fefti- 
vals, especially that of the paflbver; though the fir ft was fcl- 
dom or ever omitted. In antient times it appears that they 
iitat meat; but in our Saviour’s time, the cuftom was altered 
into that of lying down *. 

Their high places were of two forts. In fome they worftiip- 
ed the true God, and in others they ferved ftrange Gods, and 
committed the moft horrid wickednefs in their worfhip. Both q.j- 
became very common, and we read but of few kings who had 
the courage to pull down thole that ferved for idolatrous pur- 
pofes. The former were even exprefly forbidden by God, " 
though feemingly countenanced by the examples of Samuel , 

David, Elijha , and other infpired perfons, who might perhaps 
however be juftified by fome divine permiflion. Nothing could 
be more feverely threatned than the frequenting of the latter; 

JfjJbua neverthelefs had been fcarcely dead above zo years, 
when they began to embrace the idolatrous rites of the heathen 
with great fondnefs. Solomon, by the multitude of his ftrange 
women, is branded for having brought this evil to its greateft 
height, which was never thoroughly rooted out till Jofiah's 
reign, that is, about 369 years after. 

In confequence of thefe abominable idolatries they gave 
themfelves up to all kinds of divinations and witcheries prac- 
tifed among the heathen. Thefe were of various kinds, and na 
are exprelled by Adofics in the terms following; There Jhall not t j ons> 
be found among you any one that makcih his fon or his daughter to 
pdfs through the fire , or that ufeth divinations, or an ohjerver of 
times, or an inchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a confultor 
with familiar fpirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 

Games, for aught appears, they totally abftained from. 

They had not fo much as a name for them, but what doth pro¬ 
perly fignify to laugh, play, toy, and fuch like innocent 
amufements. Even Solomon himfelf, who had imitated or ra¬ 
ther outdone the grandeur of other kingdoms, doth yet make 
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no mention of any kind of games either of hazard or of the I 
theatre; neither do the fcriptures any where lpeak of them I 

According to the Talmudijis and other Jewijh commentators' I 
all good Ijraelites utterly abhorred all kinds of games, fpe&acles* I 
&c. One of them rendered the firfl words of the firfl: pfalm* I 
Blejfed is the man who hath not fet his foot in a theatre. From I 
Mr. Selden it appears that games of hazard were looked upon I 
by them as a kind of theft, no gain being thought lawful that I 
refulted from a contract depending upon chance. | 

Eating, drinking, dancing, and mufic, feem to have been I 
their chief diversions; atleaft they are thofe which good old I 
Barzillai feems to bewail his incapacity for; and for the excefs I 
of which they were often blamed by the prophets. Whether I 
they ufed hunting, fowling, fifhing, and fuch like, we will not I 
pretend to fay ; but we find frequent mention made of nets I 
gins, traps, fowlers, hunters, &c. J I 

Their diet, except on feftivals, feems to have been very I 
plain. Their bread was made either of barley or wheat, baked I 
into thin cakes, fome in ovens, fome on the hearth, and others I 
in a frying pan, fome with and fome without oil; anJ inftead I 
of bread they often ufed parched corn. Honey was commended I 
for its delicioufnefs. I 

High titles were unknown among them, unlefs thofe which I 
implied fome office, fuch as general, treafurer, recorder, and I 
the like. They chiefly valued themfelves upon their genealo- I 
gies. Some regard was alfo had to the diftin&ion of tribes I 
or families, as to that of Levi , Judah , and Ephraim ; and every I 
tribe refpedted thofe who were the heads or fathers of it. All I 
the elder branches in general, and next to thefe old men of I 
what tribe or branch foever, were held in great veneration. I 
This refpeef however did not confifl: in giving to any man how I 
great foever, the king excepted, any pompous title, but in a I 
fubmiffive approach and behaviour, and in a refpedtful phrafe I 
peculiar to the Hebrews , in which, though the fecond perfon I 
was always ufed even to a prince, yet the fpeakcr always ex- I 
prefled himfelf in the third with the addition of fervant or I 
handmaid. I 

On account of their laborious and frugal lives, and the 
healthfulnefs of the country, we read of very few difeafes among 
them; much lefs of phyficians, except fuch as are now known 
by the name of furgeons, whom the antient Greeks as well as 
the Hebrews called phyficians or healers. 

Their mourning, either on a private or a public occafion, 
was exprefled much after the fame manner, not with fuch for¬ 
malities as are ufed among us; but by fuch as exprefled all the 
tokens of inward grief, or would at leaft be apt to caufc a real i 
one in thofe who were obliged to go through fuch a ferics oi 
mournful ceremonies. They rent their clothes, uncovered 
their heads, fmote their breafts, tore their hair and beards, 
put allies and dirt upon their heads, went barefoot, put on 
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ficl'-cloth next the fkin, lay upon the bare ground, and the 
I ke They were however exprefly forbid to cut or fcarify 
themfelves after the example of the neighbouring nations. The 

mourning was i° n S er Ai° rtc f according to the occafion. 

When it was for an ordinary perfon or near relation it lafted 
but about a week; but for the death of a confiderable perfon 
it continued a whole month, as was done for Mofes and Aaron. 

Their funeral ceremonies were no leis mournful. As Toon Funerals. 
as a perfon was dead, all the near relations came to the houfe 
in their mourning habit, and fat down in filence upon the 

round, while another part of the houfe ecchoed with the 
voices of the mourners, and the founds of inftruments fuitablc 
to the occafion. The mufical inftruments we only find prac- 
tifed in our Saviour’s time; but the Talmudijh aflitre us, that 
it was not only an antient cuftom, but was even obligatory, 
the pooreft hufband being obliged to hire two on the death of 
his wife. T he mufic and mournful finging continued till the 
funeral was over, after which the neareft relations refumed their 
melancholy pofture, and remained in it all the time of the 
mourning, eating, fitting, and lying upon the ground, and 
never fpeaking to any unlefs fpoken to. Proper perions were 
appointed to prepare the corpfe for the burial ; but it was looked 
upon as a duty incumbent upon the neareft relation prefent to 
dofe the eyes of the deceafed. If the perfon was of confider¬ 
able rank they embalmed him 5 if otherwile they contented 
themfelves with walhing him. Sometimes they added a mix¬ 
ture of fwcet drugs and fpices, in which they either wrapped 
the body, as was done to JoJ'eph and our Saviour, or which 
they burnt about it, as was done at the funeral of Afa king of 
Judah. 

v The provident care of the patriarchs to make fure of a fepul- s 
chrefor their pofterity, and feveral exprefs threatnings in the ^ ~ 
facred writings, made them efteem it as a fevere curfe from God 
to be deprived of burial, and a blefling to be interred among 
their anceftors. For this rcafon, thole who had inherited a 
burying-place were extremely careful of preferving it to their 
pofterity, and thoie who had not, were no lefs folicitous to 
provideone for themfelves and their families. The law having 
ordained nothing concerning them, they thought it indifferent 
where they had them, whether in a garden, an orchard, a field, 
a mountain, or in a rock, fo they could but fecure the poflef- 
fion of it. They denied fepulture to none but fuch as were 
guilty of fclf-murder, and not even to thefe but till after fun- 
fet: and they had burying-places for Arrangers, and fuch as 
were put to death for capital crimes. They generally chofe to 
have their fepulchresin a rock; and according to the rules laid 
down in the Talmud, they were to be fix cubits long, four broad, 
and feven high. In the fides were niches for repofiting the 
dead bodies, and the mouth was covered with a large ftone 
called Gallal , from the rolling of it upon the. cave. This ftone, 
t there were no other ornaments over the grave, was to be 

often 
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often whited, that paflengers might fee it at a diftance; and the 
fame was done at leaft to thofc monuments that were erected 
for confiderable perfons. Our Saviour’s comparing the hypo- 
critical Pharifees to thefe fepulchres fufficicntly fhews how they 
beautified them in his time. 

From thefe houfes of the dead palling to thofc of the living, 
we may obferve in the firft place, that they were plain, low* 
and flat, with rails round the tops, to keep people from falling, 
Their furniture was of a piece with their houfes, being neither 
rich nor ornamented. Chimnies, fafhes, and cafements were 
needlefs, where they were forced to ftudy coolnefs and frtlh- 

nefs. Their beds feem to have been at fome confiderable height 

from the ground from their common phrafe of climbing up to 

them. If wc might guefs at the reft of their furniture by that 

which the Shunamite put into the prophet’s chamber, we muft 
fuppofe that they did not value themfelvcs upon the richnei's 
or fuperfluity of it. The prophet Amos, however, we find 
upbraids the effeminate with lying upon beds of ivory, upon 
their foft couches; and the harlot in the Proverbs fpeaks of the 
fine furniture and perfumes with which fhe has decked her own. 

The largenefsof their houfes and number of apartments, we 
may fuppol'ewere anfwerableto the richnefs of each, andthenn- 
meroufnefs of the family. The women had their leparate apart¬ 
ments both for privacy, in which they were like other eaftern 
nations, and for legal infirmities, that feciuded them from the 
reft of the family for a time, during which none muff make 
life of their beds, chairs, tables, or any other part of their 
furniture or utenfils. Upon this account, as well as fome others, 
they were likewife forced to have places for bathing in every 
houfe. Their laborious life, the heat and drinels of the coun¬ 
try made wafhing likewife neceflary; and as it is apt to dry the 
fkin too much, they ufed to anoint themfelvcs either with oil, 
or with fome other ointments more or lei’s coftly, according to 
their circumftances, but generally perfumed. 

The arts in which the Ifraclites chiefly excelled were thofe 
of war, huibandry, poetry, and mufic. Whoever obferves the 
regular order of their encampments, intrenching, fighting, re¬ 
tiring, and fuch like, muft allow Mofcs to have been as expe¬ 
rienced a general as any of his time, and his people as well 
trained up in the military art as any of their neighbours. Fo- 
lard has been at the pains to prove the antient Jews to have 
been a warlike nation, not only from the many inftances of 
their prowefs mentioned in holy writ, but likewife from the 
great number of warlike terms which he has collected out of 
the facred bonks *. Their whole nation, the tribe of Levi 
excepted, confifted of free fubjects, whole eftates were un¬ 
alienable, and all of whom fit to bear arms, were obliged to 
appear at the general rendezvous, when legally fummonedj to 
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that for the defence of the country they had a ftanding militia 

of 600,000 men. 

Their arms were like thofe of other antient nations, either Their 
offeniive or defenfive; the former were fwords, fpears, javelins, arms, 
bows and arrows, and flings. Their fwords were fhort, crook¬ 
ed, broad and fharp, which when they were called out to 
aftion they were ordered to gird upon their thigh , from whence 
it may be concluded that in tiine of peace they did not ufe them. 

We read alfo of two-edged fwords; as for javelins, they feem 
rather to have been a kind of fhort pikes, fuch as that which 
Saul threw at David. They were likewile very expert at the 
fling, as appears from David’s killing of Goliah ; and from what 
is recorded of the inhabitants of Giheah, that they hit within 
an hairs-breadth. Their defenfive arms were the helmet, 
jbield, breaft-plate, coat of mail, and target; and fome wore 
even greaves upon their legs. Though in the beginning of the 
reign of Said they were very defeneelefs, and had almoft no 
weapons in the country, yet before the end of the reign of 
David the nation was much better provided, and in procefs of 
time Uzziah is laid to have had fuch a fufficient quantity of all 
kinds of arms as to furnifii his whole army, though confiding 
of upwards of 300,000 men. Thefe arms were commonly 
made of brals, fometimes alfo of iron, fteel, and other ma¬ 
terials. 

In lb mountainous a country cavalry could be of no great 
fervice; and therefore in the more early times they did not en¬ 
cumber themfclves with any. Jhfalom was the firft we read 
of that made ufe of them in his unfuccefsful revolt againft 
David. Solomon did indeed fend for a confiderable number of 
horles from Egypt , with a proport ionable number of chariets ; 
but’tis generally imagined he purchafed them rather for gran¬ 
deur than ufe; and indeed the expence did fo far outweigh their 
fervice, that his fuccefl'ors contented themfelves with hiring 
them of the Egyptians^ upon any exigence. David is fuppofed 
by fome to have had an immenfe army of regular troops, no 
lefs than 288,000 men, 24,000 of whom came regularly upon 
duty every month throughout the year ; but others with greater 
probability think that thefe were only the national militia of all 
the tribes, and the reprefentative of the Elebrew nation as well 
as a ftanding guard He kept indeed in his pay a body of 
Cherdhites and Pelethites , who were ftrangers, and his fon Sclo- 
mn made an addition to thefe forces of a prodigious number of 
horfes and chariots, infomuch that he is recorded to have had 
40,000 flails for his chariot horfes, befldes 12,000 horfes for his 
cavalry or life guard, and 1400 chariots of war. Whether the 
forces of the fubfequent kings were ftanding troops regularly paid, 
or the national militia, is not determined ; but the latter feems 
the moll probable, on account of their immenfe numbers. 

f 


* Lo\ymanon the Civil Govern, of the Hebr, p. 58, 59. 
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Ahtjah king of Judah, we find, with an army of 400,000 men 
took the field againft Jeroboam king of Ifrael, followed by an 
army of 800,000 men, 500,000 of whom were killed in the ac¬ 
tion *. Afa king of Judah , _ with near 600,000 men, routed 
the army of the king of Ethiopia , which confifted of a million 
of men f. The army of Jehojhaphat is : 
to 1,160,000, befides his garrifons throu; 

We read that David entertained a confiderable number of thoib 
troops that could ufe both the right hand and the left in hurl- 
ing (tones and (hooting arrows, thence called ambi-dexter , being 
exceeding fierce of nfpedt and fwift of foot. 

In the beginning of th ejewijh monarchy their kings ufed to 

fight on foot, as the judges had done before them; at leaft we 
do not read of any horfes or chariots ufed by them till along 
time after. The frequent alliances which the kings of Judab 
and Ifrael were forced to make with the Egyptians , Syrians , and 
other nations, probably put them under a ncceffity of appearing 
at the head of their army with horfes and chariots, and a gran¬ 
deur anfwerable to that of their allies. "I'he officers of war 


der them were, 1. The head or general of the army 
: prince of the hoft. 2. The princes or generals of ea 
The commanders of thoufands. a. Of hundreds. 


Of 


4. cor nuncireas. 5. 

8. Their feribes or muiler- 


3 * 

fifties. 6. Of tens. 7 
matters, who kept exaft rolls of all that bore arms in their dif- 
trirtts. 9. Laftly, their foterim or infpe&ors, or, as others think, 
a kind of provofts or minifters to inflidt punittiments on all de¬ 
linquents. 

As every family poflefied an independant unalienable inheri- 
aftance, there was no accefs for luxury or ambition, nor any 
danger of a family’s being totally ruined. Every man culti¬ 
vated his own vine, field, orchard, C5Y. and could indifferently 
handle the plough and flail, or the fword and bow, as occafion 
required; but preferred ttill a quiet life under his vine and fig- 
tree. By their lawgiver they were promiled, in confcquenccot 
their obedience, neither gold, filver, nor precious (tones, {lately 
houfes, or fumptuous furniture, but the former and latter rain, 
regular feafons, plenty of corn, wine, and oil, increalc of 
cattle, multitude of children, and victory over their enemies; 
all which, joined to the natural fertility of the foil,_ proved 
fuch powerful encouragements to agriculture, that there is icarce 
any "known people that gave themfelves more inti rely and uni- 
r 11 ■ ’ ■’ -*-• vV — It was even attended to by 


verbally to it than 


J 


j udges and kings themfelves, the only difference between whom 
and private men was, that they had more lands and more nume¬ 
rous herds. Thus in the mention of David’s riches, befides the 
immenfe quantities of gold and filver, notice is taken of hb 


" 1 * 
arable and pafcure grounds, of his ftore-houfes for corn, wine, 

and oil; of his plantations of fig, olive, and other fruit-trees; 

his numerous herd-. 0!’ oxen, camels. Ihe-. p, andafles. His fon 
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portion not only multiplied them in proportion to the great con- 
fumption which the vaft number of his wives, concubines, 
and fervants required, but tells us likewife what pains he took 
to outdo all that had gone before him in the number and ele¬ 
gancy of them. 

After what has been here obferved of their agriculture, we Manufac 


David and 


among them 


^ ^ ^ 4 - ^ ^ ^ ^ — 

folutely neceffary ; which were even carried on in a different 
way from other great nations. They built their own houfes, 
their wives and fervants fpun, wove, and made their cloaths, 
baked their bread, drefled their meat, and, in a word, fupplied 
the bufmefs of many manufacturers. The plainnefs of their 
food, cloathing, and houfhold furniture, fome few utenfils ex- 

v \ I . 1 /* 1 1 1 • 


moi 


way of living got footing among them. 

Their cloathing was plain and artlefs enough, both in its Their 
materials and make, to be done within doors. From what we drefs. 
find in the facred books, it appears that they had along loofe 
tunic and drawers, made of linen, next to their body, and a 
loofe garment, fomewhat like a cloak, of light woollen doth, 
which they threw over their bodies when they went abroad. 

The beauty of them confifted either in the finenefs of the cloth 
or the richnefs of the dye, fuch as purple, fcarlet, blue, and 
yellow j but the plaineft and moft commonly worn, was the 
white, bccaufe it was the natural colour of the linen and wool, 
and could be more cafily wafhed; upon which account it was 
much recommended by Solomon, Eccicf. ix. 8. it being highly 
neceffary, in hot countries, to fhift frequently. Breeches 
were ordered to be worn by the priefts ; and probably enough 
they may be luppofed to have been a!lb worn by the reft, for 
decency-fake. As for the youth of both fexes, it is probable 
they wore their fluffs ftripecl or flowered with various colours ; 


fojcpbi of Tama?\ and of all D 


ornaments to the men s ciross, 

<1 * * 

that were fevved round the bottom of their garments. 


t 


except 


taAt or 


: any other 
the frimres 


Son* 
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not to be gueffed at. They wore like wife fhoes abroad, and 
perhaps a kind of ftockings ; but how, and of what they were 
m “de, cannot be determined: only their fhoes, or rather fan- 
da!s, l'eemto be a foie, whether of wood, fkin, or fome other 
material, tied round the top of the foot, without any other 

feet fo frequent 


T 

t> 
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covering; which made the wafhin 

smong them. 

. Fhe drefs of the women, cfpeciallv of the nen ones, was 

Hi • ^ I • ^ / 

nneed more curious; bccaufe they beftoweu more ernamenr 
u F 01i it, chiefly of needle-work, which was ftil! within their' 
®‘ ,vn province. They wore jewels of gold and fiiver ; a great 
deal of finery, which was at hrit brought from Egypt ; but as 
tseir fafhions did not alter as ours do, when thev were once f’ur- 
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niftied they had no farther need of artifts. Some of thefe or¬ 
naments they probably had alfo from Tyre, in exchange for 
their corn, balm, and other commodities, eipecially after So¬ 
lomons time, when pride and luxury grew to a great height, 
Ezekiel, in his xvitli chapt r, gives us a defeription of the fe¬ 
male garb; and the prophet Ifoiab employs almoft a whole 
chapter in enumerating the corny ornaments with which that 
fex ufed to deck themfelves in his time. 

The excefs of finery does not appear to have prevailed be¬ 
fore the latter end of David’s 1 i he. T ill then a wonderful 
ceconomy feems to have reigned in every family, under the 
wives at home and the hufbands abroad. The laborious life of 
the men doth account for that valour, {Length, fwiftnefs, and 
iurprizing exploits, for which the Scripture doth fo highly extol 

k • t 7 • 7 * . 1 * 1 11 A i 


d alfo from Tyre, in exchange for 

rr commodities, eipecially after So. 


inem, eipecially Dcvuia s worunes anu eAeeuciu tiuups. Solo¬ 
mon, however, on account of raifing his fumptuous buildings, 
introducing a great number of artificers, fuch as carvers, ma- 
ibns, carpenters, joiners, gold and filver fmiths, founders, 
and all manner of workmen in metals, wood, and ftone. 
Thefe brought in a number of others, without which they 
could not fubfift, and probably gave his fubje£ts fuch a relilh 
of his more elegant way of building, that the number of work¬ 
men multiplied ftill more. 

Poetry is perhaps the only art in which the Hebrcivs , fince 
the time of Mofes , have excelled all other nations; theirs 
having this great advantage above all others, that the authors 
of it were divinely inlpired, and feem to have coniecrated it 
wholly to the honour of God. Not only their great lawgiver, 
their monarchs, judges, priefts, and prophets, men and wo¬ 
men, have endeavoured to eternize their memories by fome 
excellent performance of this kind ; witnefs the two inimi- 

f’O Vvl c* rvl ]\/TaL*c fVinfr* rvf r/i/ir/;/) ami thp 


Solo- 


carpenters, joiners, gold and filver fmiths, founders, 
all manner of workmen in metals, wood, and ftone. 


table fongs of Mojes, thofe 




and the Lamentations. 


Deborah and Hannah, the 
cs, the thankfgiving of Hi- 
part of the prophet Ifaieh , 


'Job, a great part of the prophet ljm\ 
Other prophets, befides thefe mentioned, 


w A 

are alfo fuppofed, by the loftincls of their ftile, to have writ¬ 
ten at leaft part of their prophecies in verfe. 

Concerning thefe performances, it is univerfally agreed that 

nothing can be conceived more majeftic or more 1 urprifingly 

fublime. whether we confider the variety of action, the 

greatnefi of the fentiments, the richnefs of the figures ana 

imagery, or the Itrcngth and beauty of the expreflions. To 

all thefe we may add that a {train of the moft feraphic piety. 

and of the molt excellent morality, runs through the whole 

which conveys to the reader’s mind the moft important truths 

and the noble ft precepts and inftruftions; whilft the expref 

lions, however ftrong and lofty, are adapted to the reach an( 

underftanding of the young and illiterate, and at the fame turn 

raife the deep eft attention and admiration : n the ableft rrialten 

And yet it is certain that the poetical pieces of Scripture, lik 

sJl ajjcient works of that kind, frequently allude to thing? 

cuftoni: 
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cntas, and fayings, to which we are utter Grangers at this 
jiiiancc of time, and abound with words and idioms the * r n<=> 


meaning of which we arc left to guefs at, for want of fuch pa¬ 
rallels as might determine it. From thefe and : he imperfection 


of modern tongues, one may cafily judge how {hort'all trans¬ 
lations rnuft comp of the beauty and energy of the original 
which, in fpite of the thick medium through which we behof 

A « I 1 /I i f ^ 


... . , _ „eho!d 

ii, is lli 11 able to call an amazing 1 nitre. 

Tho’ there be nothing more univerfally agreed on than th„ 
excellency of the ancient Z&Zmu poetry above all others in the 
above-mentioned refpedts, neverthedefs there is fcarcc a point 
more debated, or Ids poffible to be determined, than the na¬ 
ture, metre, cadence, and rules of it. Thole that have 
nude any attempts this way, have been forced to lhift, alter, 
rad overturn, the order, the words, and punctuation, and 


even lb me times the very fer.fe, in order to bring the text to fu.it 



pari of the poetic beauty confifR Some ancient author?. how- 



Telkmenf, as 


ge nume p ton a r. r mvion 





hexameters. 


folenin longs or 


meter?, pentameters, and others Hexameters. vv e rather 
think, however, with the generality of the moderns, that 
the created: part of them, even thole two folenin f 
.fe/V.-, were of the lyric kind, compofed and let to muf.c, 
far; in an alternate manner, and accompanied with the found 
ot (livers inftruments, and with dances luitabl' 41 

I . • - * 


e to me rnunc. 
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i neir 


Or their miifie we know little but from conjecture, hav ing 
nothing; left of it that can allure ns that it was equal to their malic 
poetry. However, if wc judge of the excellency of the one 


i! ;™ that of die other, and if the moll elegant and harmo- 
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of the lute and harp. They had alfo fcYcral kinds of wi 

ialtnmiuits, fuch as the flute, trumpet, and organ* whatever 

thefetbey 


Icmblance this laft misfit have to ours. To thefe they joined tfce 
drum, and perhaps the tabor and kettle-drums. Were we to judge 

1 1 —xccllcncc of their mufic from its wonderful effeds, fuchas 
»the mind of Saul in his moft melancholy and diftra&ed 
and calming the fouls of the prophets, and fitting them 
nc infpiradon, wc fhall be forced to own that it was 
vaftly more moving than any thing we have now. David was 


good mufichn, as weii as an excellent poet; and ] 
prince’s inclination contributes to die advancement 


is obvious to every one. JBebdes thofe who affifted confently 
by turns at the altar of burnt-offering, we read aifo of women 
who applied themielves to mufic, both vocal and inftrumcntzl, 
fuch as I lemons three daughters, i Cbron. it. 3, and thofe 

:Tf 


which arc mentioned by theTfalnuft *• Their_ _ _ m 

their own mulicians of both fexes: feme of the Pfalms , elpe- 
cially die zxth, xxift, and lxxiid, are fuppofed to have been 
competed in order to be fung on the day of their inauguration. 
"Toe xlvth and the Canticles are reckoned a kind of epithalamium 

inL no nation let 


proper tor a wedding-day. in a word, no nation lc 
been fonder of mufic than the Jews ; infomuch, that 
Bal'jkaiJh captivity had made them hang their harps 


their return wc find they 
zoo mulicians of both fexes f . 

What has been faid of their mufic may alfo be fuppofed of 
their dances, namely, that thofe which were of a religious na¬ 
ture were generally more grave and folemn than their other 
forts: but whether confined to rules, or dire&ed onlv bv cut 


uncertain. Referring our readers wh 
ejects to Mercer , Si Card\ Meibomm 


and others, wc fhall pafs 
tide in which we have fuller information. 

Th 1: Hebrew* fuch as wc have it in the writings 
id oJier facrcd authors, was the primitive langua; 

^ ':vs. Net to repeat what we have formerly mentio 

the ccnfufion of languages in general, and of the uncertainty 


of the Heirna being the mother tongue, we fhall only give an 





cdiciis, r.otwithftanding its nature bar- 
rviuivfi of yrordj, over and above its great affinity to th cSjfta^ 

Arui -t, liitizptcy nr.d Armenian^ which languages it feems to excel 

?! 1To this may be added the fignifiuuqf 


UCtUlTi 


* PLlrn lr. iii. 


f Em ii. ($ 


d 



OF Ttt£ WORLD. 

Ac names both of men and brutes, the latter Of which 2fl6 
generally allowed to exprefs their nature arid properties in this 
niore than in any known tongue. Several learned men Indeed 
have obferved fome defeats in it, as we have it now in the (acred 
books, which plainly fhew, that if it was the original tongue, 
snd the parent of die reft, it tnuft have fuffered many changes a 
fuch as the lofing many of its primitive roots and idioms, and 
riopting thofe of ftrange nations, of which number are gene¬ 
rally allowed all roots that have above three letters, befides very 
many fcriptural words, whofe roots are intirely loft* It will, 
however, hardly be contefted, that its genius is pure, brimi 


- 



fimplicity 
et exprei- 


c>f roots, y 
Roman . Ii 


plcft and ncueit tecunairy m veros or any tongue, wnicn ari 
from the variety and fignificancy of its cornugations, fome 
which even imply a whole phrafe, and cannot be well exprefled 


t without thtf 

nolit ion or the ijreek and Kaman . it has the hap- 

:heft fecundity in verbs of any tongue i which arifeS 

fome of 


aiy other language; 
prepofitions are o 
and the latter at 


: without paraphrafmg. 
ly fingle letters; put i 

tne beginning of a w< 


Their. 

former at the end. 
The g rammar is 

fimplc, eaty, and natural, and the language is of all others the 
moil concile, mafculine, pathetic, and freeft from lightnels and 
Wibaft. f 

Their way of writing, however, is liable to many obje&ions. 
It may perhaps be allowed to be equally eafy and natural to 
writ-: as they did, from the right to the left, as from the left to 
the rbht, after the manner of the Greeks and Romans, and the 
modern European nations. But whether we fuppofe Mofes ufed 
the Samaritan charafter, now only preferved in fome few me- 
ilk and the Samaritan pentateuch, or wrote in the prefent He¬ 
brew chara&er, which is univcrfallv allowed to have been the 


captivity, obj 


I 

puzzling 

* though 


perhaps contrived for its beauty, is far from being recommend- 

ftk for expedition. ... , 

It is now the moft received opinion, that the Sameritafi was The St* 
the ancient Hebrew character, and that it was the fame, or very tnarheui 
Bear fo, with the old Phoenician. It is alfo far from being im- whether 
probable that the old Egyptian refcmblcd it; fo that Mofes , U'l'O an- 
learned in all the wifdom of Egypt, might write his laws in dent 
tj]e common character of that ana the neighbouring nations, brew cfe** 
Sir I fane Newton is cf opinion that M:fa u'cd the character of rafter, 
the Midianites , among whom he rclh.’ed federal years; but we 
think, it is now impoflible to determine which of thefe eaitern 
^dons h;id the art of writing : r.c* e?riy, or whether each of 
had a peculiar character of ihcir own. Several learned 
and the authors of the TihrijJ, inlift, that the moderrt 
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Hebrew j ox Chaldee character, was^ that ufecl by Mo jet and the 
other inspired writers of the Old Teftament, and that in which 
the decalogue was written on the two tables : but without in¬ 
volving ourfelves further in the controvsrfy, we refer our readers 
to ll'lor'imts , father Simon ^ Cahuei , IVhsjlon , Prideaux , and 
others, where they will find the whole argument at length, 
from which the Samaritan character is proved to have been the 
ancient Hebrew. 

Thele characters, notwithftanding their great affinity to the 
old Phoenician , if they be not indeed the fame with them, and 
the vaft progrefs of this latter all over the world, would have 
been intirely loft, had they not been preferved to us in the Sa¬ 
maritan Pentateuch, the firft copies of which were brought into 


Europe , 


i 


Ufh 


0 


firft centuries of Chriftianity well known to the ancient fathers. 
To conclude, though Moles is the oldeft writer, we know of, yet 
whoever confiders the vaft interval between the creation of the 
world and the time in which he wrote, the great increafe of 
mankind, their early commerce, arts, fcicnces, and the lik _ 
will hardly think the knowlegc of letters to be fo late as that 
lawgiver’s writings. It will be more reafonable to divide the 
honour of that invention, and its gradual improvements'among 
other nations, and perhaps more ages than one; for had he 
known it to have been the invention of one man, cfpccially of 
one of the patriarchs, he would doubtleis not have failed re¬ 
cording him as well as the inventors of mufie, forging, and 
fuch like. 

It has I ike wife been a famous difpr.tc among the learned whether 
the Hebrevjs nfed any vowel letters, or whether the points which 
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moft learned critics of the two I aft centuries, aliens far from 
being yet adjufted, wc fhall acquaint our readers with the irm 
received opinions upon both heads. As to the firft, it is now 

. 1 « .. , - *t i .7 t r Tf T. J 


the general received opinion, that the Aleph , He, V w, M 



and had, in fome cafes, the power of confonants. 


ritans , it is certain, never admitted of any others, and yet the} 
read their Pentateuch without difficulty. Points were a!fo no 
admitted anciently into the Chaldee, Syriac , and Arabic ve ihon> 
in die laft cfpccially not till fcveral centuries after Chriftr. Wa] 
the Jews have never as yet admitted them into their fynagogues 
It is from thence plain that the facrcd writings may be and an 
cnfilv read without thofe points, which feem only invented to 
the greater cafe of learners, and to p refer ve the true pronun 

Thoi 


cuition o 




that tenauc. 
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Thofe who are for fupporting the antiquity and authority of 
the points, are far from being agreed in their fentiments. Some, 
both of the Jews and Chriftians, attribute them to Mops, and 
make them equally authentic with the text: others think they 
were invented by Ezra and the men of the great fynagogue. 
EUas Levita, however, a learned German Jcvj> who flourifhed 
at Rome about the middle of the 16th century, made it appear 
that they had never been in ufe till after the finifhing'of the 
Talmud, that is, according to him, about 500 years after Chrift. 


2 PS 


Many Jews and Chriftians immediately endeavoured to refute 
his opinion, which was as ftrenuou/]y defended by others. At 
length Mcrinus having examined all that had been ur<*ed on 


both fides, wrote his learned diftbrtaiion on that fubjett, againft 
which there has teen nothing replied of any confequence ; 
on the contrary, his opinion has been univerfally applauded 
and confirmed by thofe that have come after him. He lias They 
made it appear that neither Or Jon, nor St. Jerom, nor even the were 7 not 
compilers of the Talmud, which, according to him, was not known till 



were in the writings of the rabbi Aaron Bcv-Afhor, chief of the 
weftern, and of Maps Bcn-NaprioilJ chief of the caftern fchool, 
that is, about the middle of the 10th century ; fo that they can 
hardly be fuppolcd older than the beginning of it. 

Hie Jews, even thofe who believe them the invention of the 




Major ores, look upon them neverthclefs to be of fucii authority, 
that nothing ought to be altered in them. The generalitv of 


_ ^ w ity of 

Chriftians, however, reject fuch a fuperfritious fear, and make no 


difficulty of departing from them whenever a better fenfe may 
be attained by a change of them 3 becaule their reading is found 

..... V " r\i . ^ • 1 *.l 0 • *"* 



jaded, it may alfo be obierved, does not throw any obfeurity 
upon the lac red text, or introduce any ambiguity, fo as to ren¬ 
der the lenfe undetermined and dubious. 



1 ! -II rr 1 ■ r -1 ' 0 tical points 

ivui examined above zoco zirbr.nv manuienprs or ail fort", and then m- 


th.it he never met with any having gramma 1 ical or vowel points troduced. 
that were above 600 years ° 1 d. Tbb- invention has been ac- 



ged as very ufeful 3 but few Chriitian interpreters have 
thought it necefiliry to confine themfelves to the fe Majcrcirc di- 
vsiions. On the contrary, there is icaive a modern verfi-.n 



r.ov.'to lie made, it is to be believed that the jumcruatirn of the 

r l ^ ^ 1 

m'lj-jrdes Would be altered in a much greater number of ol-ices 
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than we have feen hitherto. The jnvs had too wrong a byas 
in every thing that related to the religion and reign of the Mcf- 
fiah, to !\:ivc i'ucneeded thoroughly in inch an undertaking, jf 
their intentions had been ever io upright, it may indeed be 
vudnoned whether their ftar of giving the ChniHans any ad- 
vantage has not cramped their, more than ail the idly and rna je 
them lit down fatisfied with a pointing which 1 eft the text cud; 


and intricate, rather than to give a fcelier, which might be after¬ 
wards ufed awiir.it them. Their other urodndions, tho’ ccml!'/ 
Inoonous, are of a more m.riing nature, i ney invented a gr-:at 
variety of other point?, fomc rhetorical, fome niuhtal, tad 
others critical; the former of which weie dcfignecUo keep vp 
tiie riglit cadence of the AV/vvin, and the latter to fix the lean 
of ambiguous places in their own way ; all which grew a:, 
rions, numerous, and intricate, as they were indeed ufekk. 


wrote up¬ 
on,, 


ever, probable that Mcjes made ufe of a lefs heavy and camkr- 
fome material to write the rdf of his laws upon, Inch as the 
Sbiitbn, or fome other hard wood. This way of writing upr.n 
tables was hill in ufe, not only in Jfaith's days, but even in the 
time of our Saviour. Bolides tilde, we find frequent men ha 


Vt’v’iu jin- x djv. <uiv: s vv v. uuni 

thins and Dhdsrus SicuLs, ufed to write upon the Ikins oi iliup 
end-goats long before the time of king s'Vrjyr,who is raker, 
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wh.ole breadth of the roll, but were conveniently divided v:. a 
columns, which our verfion renders leaves or pages, ::i 
place of ft; ranch where the king cut the roil in pieces, 
they had read three or four cages of it. From what ha.; I a 
faid, we may conclude their Yvniing-mibrurncnts vverc or n.vo 
forts; the find of ilcel, or of fome hard metal, for eiK ravag 
upon hone or wood ; but of what kind th.c other lort Avas v.ufl 
which they wrote upon the fains, is uncertain. 

V/e do not find in Scripture any mention of fchcols and col- 
. 1 *"‘ leges for inrtruefion of their youth, except thole of the ;::c- 

tly. rcCfRnl ..IT..*.. * ' _ „r * _i•_i_• 1 'Pi.', . L 


that m.-ny of the tribes of Shjn’sn and A y /, who, accoromg to 
u ofis t>rc:.-iiccy, were to be 1'cattcrcd through lin\'h having no 

^ ^ 4 . , . n \ 
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on writr.n.cv, were cm •geo. to keen iclmois tor ; uvdmoo;!; o.p 

tlv.-y im-rprefc thefe words of the ioyhr 
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If V /. ? confiuor their manner of education and life, we jfliall find 
tky !?ad no great ufe for fchools. They bred up their fons to 


I JL -- O _ # -- 

fcr^^her than to inuiudl them in the knov/iege of their religion 
?.ad laws, which was the province Of the parents, chief / on 
the fabbath. Befidcs the Pentateuch, or books of Mof-u they 
had the books of Job, and the prophets, the Pjahns,' the Pr: - 

ana Ecdjiajles , with many ether writings of Seisms?:, a 


"teat part of which have long been lop. All the A they were 
[nib-acted in, even from their infancy, by hearing them ex- 
pr/md.:d on the fabbatn and other feuivals by the prophets and 
ievites; and in them they found inch a dreadful account of the 
theology of other nations, that we cannot fappofe them to have 
had the lead curiofity to know more of it. They thought them- 
feives ul 1 o obliged to be verfed in the hiflories of JcJJ.ua , of their 
judges and kings, and had alio feveral other hiitories, that have 
been fmee loft, fuch as the book o f rue Jfairs, of the Lord, that 
of Jfljbrr, and efpecially the book of the King:-, and the Ghro- 
s of the kings of Judah and Ij'racl , to which thole we have 
extent continually refer. 

Their lawgiver, to prevent their applying themfclves to the 
fludy of aftronomy, and thence falling inienfibly into that of 
dtrokgy, and being infnared into the worfliip of the heavenly 
bodies, altered the folar year, and complete month of 30 days, 
into a lunar year and irregular moons of 29 and 30 days ; and 
inftead of dividing the day and night into 24 equal parts, as the 
Egpihws are thought to have done long before, parted the day 
into tour divifions, and the night into four watches, negle&ing 
txs’.oorc perfect divifions of the neighbouring nations, which 
gx-thought to have been accommodated by them to aftrological 
pyoibx. What inftruments they had to reckon the time by, 
wnethor the Egyptian clepfydra or water-glaU’es, or fun-dials, or 


rv; other, we cannot affirm, except that we read of the fun¬ 
di;!, or, as the original fignifics, the flair-cafe or flight of flcps 
of Ahfi-z. But allowing it to have been a real and regular fun- 


tiiat, it may eafdy be fuppofed to have been rather the work 
cl lome foreign aflronomer titan a common thing among them j 
that prluce’s character fhews that he was not over-fcrupulous 
introducing new things of a much more dangerous nature, 
vauiTs his new altar from Damajcus. 

i nough they manirefted not only a contempt but an averfion 
‘pr the Lienees and the learning of their heathen neighbours, fo 
p-t ::i the time of Hyrcauus and Arijlobulus a lentence of ana- 
taenia was publi fried again ft thofe who fhould fu ft c r their 
children to he inftrucled in any part of the Greek learning, they 


v/ere neverthelefs careful, as we ob ilrved, to cultivate theknow- 
pre of religion among themfclves. We cannot indeed be fure 
pat they had any fynagogues before the captivity, though it be 
iar Toni improbable, conlidcring the great diftance at which 
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fame of them lived from Ae temple, and that they were only 
obliged to retort Ai Aer but Arte times a year. Some other places 
5 0 r it appears they had fur prayer and inftru£fion, namely, thefchools 


of 

lew 


r the prophets, to which they might repair on the fabbaths, 
zw moons, and other feftivals- By prophets here is not meant 


thofe fix icily fo called, men endowed with Ac (pint of pro¬ 
phecy, but Aeir difciples, or, according to Ac Hebrew idiom, 
ike fens cf tl* prsfhets. The former were generally confultd 
By Ac kings, priefts, snd elders of the people. Upon all extra¬ 
ordinary occaiions, whcAer about religion or (late affairs; and 
Ac latter were brought up under them, and fitted for inftruA. 
ing the people in the way of virtue and Ae worfhip of God. 
The lb lalt icncrdly had Aeir habitations in the country. 


lived in 


:nd of friety among themfelves, and had one 


or more of the prophets to be heads over them, to whom they 
gave the title of father. Their houles were but mean, and of 
their own building. Their food was chiefly pottage made of 
herbs, whe a the people fent no better (arc to Aem. Their 
drefs was plain and coarfe, and tied about with a leathern girdle. 
Their wa its being few, were eafily fupplied by their own 
bands; and Aeir temporal views reaching no farther, they em¬ 
eu their time chiefly in prayer, fhidy, and retirement. This 
.nous, rcclule, and abflemious courfe of life, joined to their 
meanness of drefs, gave Aem fuch a ftrange air, efpecialiy amcnj 
Ac courtiers, that Aey looked upon them as no better than 
mad 




prmc:s tor tr.eir wie*cen 

quenrly to persecutions, imprdonments, and fometimes to death. 
i hty were, however, always refpected by the better and wifer 
fort, even of Ae higbefl rank, and u(ed wiA Ac Utmoft reve¬ 


rence ana regard 

rt - 


pc 


Some writers have added, wiAout authority, that they lived in 
rpeiua! celibacy, poverty, obedience, and the like. It is 
indeed ;.uc that we do not read of any women living among# 
them; ar.d that when the ShtaunriU went to acquaint Elfjba 
with the gc.u> of her fon, be fent Gehazt to meet her5 and that 
whe:: ihc would have faikn down at his mailer’s feet, he offered 
to hinder her. It is certain, neverthelefc, that (everal of the 
prophets were married and had children, as Samuel, JJ.vah, 
wLrcc wife is called a prophetefc, E'zeliely and Hcfea. The 
pro? hr rifles were likew'de married: Deborah was the wife of 
L r. ' /.. ' /■»; zrA Huldah, who was con hiked by Jcfuib 9 was the 
wife of Shalivm \ and Ae is obferved in the text to have lived in 
y+'r.zjalsm. Thefe infpired perfons, while Aey continued in If- 



* 1 Ssm. lx. 1 Kings xiv. 5. xviii. 7. 2 Kings iv. 38. 42. vi. & 
v* aiii, xiy. t. Zeeh. xiii. Calmet* 
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k could never get footing among# them; whereas prophecy 
(boner ceafed, than ignorance prevailing, they fplit wMwfr l 
into fiich a variety of feds, and gave fuen a fcope to their fertile 
fancies, that the Yahnudifts own Elias bimfelf would beatalofs 
tofolve the fubde difficulties which they have raifed again# each 
ether. The Talmudifls reckon thefe prophets from Abraham to 
ilaladi, to the number of 48, and add fix prophetess. Several 

cf the former are known to us by nothing but their names* We 
(hall defer the farther account of the adions, writings, and 
character of the others, till we come to the hiflory of thofe 
fangs in whofe reigns they lived* The ways by which God re¬ 
tried bimfelf to them were various. To fome he appeared and 
fpoke, either in a human voice, or in fome other audible manner, 
as to Abraham and Mofes j to others by voice only, as to Samuel* 

JirarM', Hof a , and others; femetimes by vilions, as to IJaiaby 
luiiiU and others; at other times by dreams; but the moft 
niua! and general way was by the foie operation of the fpirit of 
God acting on the mmd of the prophet. 

CHAP. III. 

SECT. I. 

ft JEWISH Hijlcry from the Call of Abraham to 

the Babylonilh Captivity . 

T HE JewiJh hiflory may very properly be divided into four The 7«*. 

grand periods. 'I he fir#, from Abraham's entrance into i/b idLrv 
(man to the exod under Mojcs* is reckoned, according to the divided 7 
chronology of the learned archbifhop UJher, which we follow, into four 
430years. From thence to Solomons hying the foundation of^-nd 

me temple, the text tells us, was 4^0 years. The defiru&ion hods 
the temple by Nebuchadnezzar* when Judah was carried into 
wiptivity, concludes the third period, which is reckoned to 
con&in 425 years. The fourth period is, from thence to the 
kftruction of Jerusalem by the emperor Titus, reckoned 656 
Wars. As to the kingdom of Ifrael, it laffed only 254 years 
to its defection from that of Judah in the ^7th vear after their 
Gliding of the temple to their bci 

which happened 134 

cavity. 

Tllrt dhr/jh/intft OC *170 I*»iiro nl}-/»<». 


lg carried away captive by 
years before the Babyltmijb 


was 


people, yet they were never, as we can 

, - 7 but cither by that of Ifraelites or Jews* 

j. b X more common one of Hebrews* which was given to 

an ^ his iirft dctcendants. Wc, in compliance with 
have called them Jews, though that name was not given 
TO tdl after the BahyUnljh captivity, when the tribe of Judah 

if not a!moil the whole of what 


the moft confiderabk 
of IfraeU 


Abraham 
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Abraham was born in Ur of the Chaldees , and was about *i 
vears of age when his Cither Terah removed from thence with 
his family*into Cbizrar^ where they had not been l'eated W 
JRrah&Cs before Tcrab died. Hr, funeral was fcaice over, when Abraham 
call. was commanded by God to depart thence into a land which he 

fiiould (hew to him, God alluring him that he would blcfk, pro¬ 
tect, and multiply him in an extraordinary manner, and thru a\ 
his feed all the nations of the earth fhould be blefled. He rea¬ 
dily obeyed, being doubtlefs acquainted with the call; and 
taking Sarah his wife* and Lot his brothers fon, with all hii 
fen ants and cattle, v ent into th? land of Canaan , and pitched 
his tents near the city of Skbem , then inhabited by the Canr<j n - 
ztcSj where he built an altar unto the Lord. His houihold was 
even then probably very numerous, which might give occailon 
tc the llory of Kuslas of DamafcuSy that Abraham came with ai; 
army front Chslchea. , and before he went to Sichem flopped and 
reigned fome time in the country of Damafcus , where his nair.e 
was flill famous. jofrpbusy after repeating the ftory, adds, that 
there was frill a village in that country which bore the name ci 
Abraham’s habitation. 


At Stchem God was pleafed to appear again to Abraham^ to 
confirm all his former promiles, and to allure him he would cnc 
He tees ^ a Y S*ve that land to his pofterity. Soon after a great famine, 
rh'kt - v/hica happened ia thofe parts, forcing him to remot e into 

he agreed with his wife Sarah (who, though pafl the 65 th 
£r . Chr. age, retained yet beautv enough to endanger tha 

ir2Zm man’s lire who fhould pais for herhuiband) that die fliould pafs 

for his iiftjr in every place they came to : from which defeent 
into j Efypt the generality of chronologers compute the fpace 0; 
4. to yi ars mentioned by St. Paul, Before Abraham had been 
long in Egrpty Sarah captivated the heart of P banish the kir.g, 
who tcok her into his houle, and was extremely liberal to her 
pretended broih*. r, making him prefents of vaft numbers of 
fh-cp, oxen, camels, afles, men and maid fervanfs, hefidcs gold, 
filver, and other precious things. The king, however, ar.d all 
his houfe, being afli idled with fuch plagues from God as plainly 
convinced him on whole account they lb tiered, lent for Am- 
Lawy and having fharply rebuked him for deceiving him in t 
matter of fuch consequence, delivered up his wife to him, free 
from any (lain of dificyalty, and gave orders that they might 
liifely depart his dominions with all the wealth they had. 
terrsto The famine, in rhe mean time, being ceafed in the land of 
9 aJt9 Canaan^ Abraham returned directly thither, and on the altar he 


Off* an 


f li ew L -t , on account of the great increafe of their flocks, which 
cccafioned difnute^ among their herdfmen, God again renewed 
bis promt;c i > him to give all the land he beheld to him and nts 
poflcrity. Air A) am then removing to the land of A/kv<h^ whicn 
is in H. brcti, there built an altar unto God, and contracting a 
feivndihb widi threa of the chief men of the country, namely* 

Manw% 
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iftff/, Aner , and lived peaceably among them near to 
years. Lot about this time being taken captive by CSuAurlauutr Here'cnc* 


* 9 * 


Jjyfhis allies, Abraham, no looner heard of his difaiter, than he La, 

Wlied to his three friends Mature, Am-, and Ejhcd, for affift- Bet. Chr. 
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ytee, and joining their forces to 50c men of his own family, igiu 
jnarched in purfuit of the conquerors, whom he furprized and 
jouted at Dan, refeuing Let, with all his family, fcrvants, and 
tattle, and conduced them back to their old habitation. Upon 
lis return he was met by the king of Sedan and Mdcbizedek kin, 
f£Sabin, who was a!fo a prielr of the meft high God 5 am 
laving blefled Abraham, received from him the tythes of aft 

the Ipoil. 

After this vi&ory Abraham removed to Mamrc or Helton^ He w- 
there G^d w as pleafed to appear to him a fifth time in a vifion, moves to 
and to give him frefh afiurances of his fpecial favour, adding, 
iliac he would be his exceeding great reward. Abraham , who 
bad hitherto hearkened to God’s promifes without any expref- 
ion of diftruft, ventured now, for the firft time, to expoftulate 
tidiMm, not comprehending how they could jpoffiblv be ful- 
filed while himfelf remained childlefs. God did not leave him 
kg in that fufpence; but allured him that a fon of his own 
ihould be his heir; and commanding him to lift up his eyes to 
heaven, promifed to make his pofterity more numerous than the 
the liars thereof, and that he would infallibly give the land 
wherein he dwelt to them; affuring him that it was for that 
wry end that he had brought him thicher out of Chaldea . Abra - 
was now upwards of 85, and Sarah turned of 74.$ he be- 
fcvtd neverthelefs in God, and it was imputed unto him for 
oghteoufnefs. He could not, however, forbear defiring of God 
a token, whereby he might be affined that his feed fhould poflefs 
the land; which reqtieft God was pleafed to comply with: 
and that they might therefore enter into a formal covenant upon 
thisoceafion, he ordered him to take a heifer, a goat, and a 
an, of three years old each, with a pigeon and a turtle-dove, 
and to offer tnem up. Abraham did as he was ordered ; and 
fining killed the four-footed beafts, cut them in two, and laid 
the halves at proper difiances diredly oppofitc to each other; 
hit the fowls he left whole. He is iuppofed, on this occaiion, 
to have pafied between the differed bodies, as the manner of 
Renaming then was, and to have made his folemn vows of 
perpetual obedience to God *. He continued by the facrifice, 

*nd took care to drive away the birds of prey from it. About 
fan-fet a deep fleep fell upon him, attended with an horrible 
“ftnefs and dread of fpirits, during which it was revealed to 
«m from God, that his pofterity fhould fojoum and be afflicted 
to a flrange land 400 years; at the expiration of which God 
punifh their oppreflhrs, and bring his children into the 
which he had promifed him, while nimfelf Ihould bega- 



* See Jcrcm. xxiv. iS, ij. 
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thcred to his fathers In 
this, he caufed the fvm 



old a^e. For confirmation 
i dnane prefence, namely, 



hut atovd 2i j year., during 93 years of which, that is, till 

death «4 /.rj , tacy were not afflidet). But all difficulties 
removed, »f their fMourning he computed from the birth 
Ijiuic till their deliverance under Mofes 7 during all which ' 

they certainly were fojoumers in a ftrange land, and were ft 
qncntly ill treated. I here is no necdbty to think their fa 
tude and oppreilion were to be perpetual, but that they were 
he fojoviners during that time, and alfb to meet with affliction. 

Sarah judging now that, by the courfe of nature, her huiband 
promised illue mud not proceed from her own body, refolv 
at leaft to be a mother by proxy, according to the cuitom of t 1 
igs and counti y. She accordingly perfuaded her hufband 




and ill- 
Ha 

to make hercafy, s.»d withal to discountenance any difrefp 

ful can lage towards her, defired her to do to her iervant as 
thought proper. After this, Sarah expreffing her refentmi 
againif her with too much feverity, Hagar ftoie from her _ 
fcer’s houie, and mr.de the beli ef her way to Egypt* her o 

country j but while ihe wsls fitting by a fountain in the wilder- 
nctV, the angel of the Lord met her, and perfuaded her to 
turn, and fubmit herfclf to her miftrefs, afliiring her that 
would loon be delivered of a fon, whom (he fhouldcall Jjkmd\ 
that his pofterky would multiply exceedingly, 
and they fhouid be fierce and warlike; that their hand fhouid 


;ry man, zivi every man s againft them . 

_ell in the face of all their brethren. This preclifiioi 

we find, has 

the A r tibsy the delcendants of I/hnacL Hagar ^ upon hears 
the comfortable n; w>-, returned to Abraham's houfc, and ft 
after being delivered of her fon, called his name ffonmL 
/l:am was now fc6 years of age, and not expecting anoth 
fon. brought this up as the heir of all his fubitance ami of a 
Grd’s promifes. Gcd, however,.about thirteen years «i'* 
pieafed to ren^w his covenant with him, and alluring 

he thou Id make him a father of many nations, for that reau 
changed his name from Abram to Abraham . And as a token 
rather trial of his obedience, he commanded him to channel) 
?J1 the inrdes in his family, with r. further injunction, that if an| 
male, which for the future fhouid be born in his family, fto;a» 

t .1 I Iff . cr* r*__ hmrilK 

r tcuia uacircumciicQ 



w 
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ire in the promifed bleffings defigned for him and hi# 
y. Laftly, to complete his happinefs, he afFured him, 

_ rab his wife fhould bear him a fon, who Ihould be heir to 

thefc bleffings, and therefore that her name fiiould be changed 
Sard, which figniftes princifs, from Sard, which was more 
titedy and fignifies only ffiy prhicefs. This laft Teemed a thing 
l!range ? and almolt impoffiblc, that Abrahatn again Tell upon 
face, and began to intercede for the life and preservation 
Ijhmacl , as thinking it unreafonable to afk or with for any 
more. The Almighty, however, foon allured him, that 
thefe great bleffings were not defigned for Jftmael y but for a 
(on to be born of the hitherto barren Sarah* and therefore to 
k named Ifaac , which in Hebrew fignifies he or foe has or Jhall 
Isngb, in whofe feed all the nations of the earth fhall be bleffecL 
The vifion was no fooner ended, than Abrqham took his fbn AWahmm 
jjbmdf and all the males in his family, and circumcifed them, and bis 
swell as himfelf, without any regard either to his own age, family dr* 
which was alnioft ioo years, or to the tendernefs of his Ton, cumcifed. 
who was not above 13. All fubmitted alike to the operation Bef. Chr. 
ad to God's command on the fame day; and it was not long 1897, 
before his obedience was rewarded with another and more re¬ 
markable vifit from God. 

Abraham continued ftill to dwell at Mamre , and was fitting He enter- 
©dc day at the door of his tent under a tree, when he efpied ta > n * three 
three perfons, whom he took to be travellers, coming towards angel©, 
kirn. He therefore went out to meet them, and in the moft 
civil and refpeftful manner invited them to take a fmall refrefh- 
, ant with him; which they contenting to, he immediately 

|pve orders for an entertainment to be made ready, which be¬ 
ing accordingly prepared, he himfelf waited at the table, under 
the covert of a fhady oak. In this interview, his divine gueft 
confirmed his promile of Sarah" s having a fon within the year. 

who was 1 ltening at the tent door, and thought herfelf 
pzft child-bearing, could not refrain from laughing within her- 
iif; but when the ltrangcr afked the reafon oF it, with fiich a 
fcious air as Article her with terror, fhe fain would have de- 
jjed it. He difmificd her with this gentle reproof, that fhe was 
I highly in the wrong to miftruft what he had laid unto her, fince 
nothing was impoflible with God. The three heavenly guefts, 
fcrfuch they were, rifing up to proceed on their journey, Abra - 
Jf® very courteoully accompanied them feme part of the way. 

One of them, whom the original calls the Lor A or Jehovah • 


tending behind a little with Abraham , began to reveal a moft 
fadtui fecrct to him, namely, that the iniquity of SoJem, and 
tne other neighbouring cities, was come to fuch a prodigious 
“fight, that he was now going down with an intent to deftroy 
wera, if upon enquiry he found their abominations equal to the 

°f them. This condcfcenfion of God in communicating and pleads 
tosuefign to Abraham , encouraged him to make interceffion for for Wja. 
wc Wicked inhabitants of thole cities; and by his earneft ex- 
POltulations he obtained a promiie from God, that if there were 

but 
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righteous men found in $odo he would fpare h (> 
their fakes. The Lord then departed, and next morning Mr* 


thick: fmokc of thole unfortunate 
hat of a furnace 


jnommg AW* 
places akendiM 


Not long after Abraham leaving Mamre y went 
the country of the Phlllfiines near Qerar y where 


venture 

The 
ham 


1S91 


■e happened to nun wmen ne «uu met wira in 

inz of Gcrar fuppofing Sarah to be no more than Mr*. 
filter, for here likewise lhe palled under that character, 

notwithfhmding her advanced age, law charms enough in hj 
to invite her unto his bed : but God appeared to him in a dream, 
and threatned him with immediate .death if he did not return 
her untouched to her hufband; in confequence of which, Mr*, 
bam had his wife returned to him with conliderable prefents. 
/farbom* Sarah loon after the appointed time brought forth the long 
jjef Chr. expe&d fon, and called his name ljaac\ and Abraham failed, 

not to circumcife him on the eighth day. They were now iti 
the zenith of their hsppinefs. Sarah fuckled the child herfelf, 
2nd weaning him at the ufual time, which is fuppofed to have 
been about three years, Abraham , on that occafion, made a fcaft 
to all his houlhold. Soon after Sarah perceiving that Ifm^ 
treated her fbn with contempt and dcrifion, was fo enrawd 
againit him, that lhe never ceafed importuning her hufband to 
turn both mother and (bn out of doors. Abraham had the ten- 
dernefs of a father for his child, and was 
rrxrli but God confirming what Sarah hi m . 

mifing moreover to make of Ijhmacly becaufe he was his (on, a 
great nation, he was at iaft prevailed upon to fend him and hi 
jpothcr away the very next morning. What befel them after 
wards is foreign to our prefent fubje<£h 

Ah rah am y in the mean time, entered into 2 folemn league of 
friendship with Ab11r.de cb king of Geror. The __ 
the place, and the friendfhip of the king, made him propofe to 
fojoum there many years: but God had yet a further trial to 
make of his faith and obedience, and fucli a one as would 
j* jq the Uimoft proof nlMfp/l trt renuire Him toofirf 

bn* with his own h; 

mount M. 






l 

an • 
bio;. .V 

Her :~ 

fcat a.. 


A: report 

coa:- 
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w 


[IH5 

to £.r;icc b^ A cruel injunction ! but Abraham • we find, never 

his Ina 
ifizr, 

Bef Chr. 

1S71. 



bat coun¬ 
terman!' 
city aa 
an^L 


If f .y. j 10 expoftulate about the feverity or unlawfulnds ofitf 
b‘it cn the very next morning, without faying a word to any 

c. 

ni*-^ •••*' "•- j'--— j — — - - * % if 

Jjicc cTiiy afi ended the mountain, Ifaac carrying the wood tor 
the ire ridee, hrlrg then, as is fuppofed bv JoTefhus , 2$, cr 2C-, 
riding to others, y f ars of age. Abraham had no fooacr 

lea i:::ch "the wood, and ft retched out his band to 
‘A\q t::r fitii V 37 >\ but God wrs pleafcd to ftop him, ccifl? 

y 0 IsScd v. ith ih:~ !?.ft trial of bis obedience. He renew* 
f ;; /.} his r>rc.!r*1er.' *.i nfrefh, and bound them wn 

an o.;;h ; and A rrJ r-z looking abouN found a ram caught y 
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boms in a thick bufh, and offered it up 
>it»n reioined his fervants whom he had 


3*i 


inftead of his fen. 

He then rejoineu nis lervants wnora ne nan left at the bottom 
t the mountain, and returned home to Beerjheba. Sofcn after 
iheanl the joyful news that Mtlcah* his brother NahoAs wife, 
tj bom him a numerous jflue, which determined him to lend 
liihex for a wife for his Ion Ifaac. However, before he did Sjrab'% 
tint, it happened that Sarah died in the city of Kirjatbarba* or death. 
ftrhWt in tnc 127 th year of her age. Abraham* it is faid, came Bef. Civ. 
thither to mourn for her, and to pay his Iaft devoirs to lo dear i860. 

d, that Sarah had 


though 


taken 


notice of, yet from the text it would appear that he had come 
to Hebron* the children of Heth declaring that he was a mighty 
prince among them. Abraham , after he had fulficiently vented 
& grief, applied to the children of Heth for a burying-place, 
and refuiing to accept of their free offers to ufe any-of their 
fepulchres he pleafed, he bought the field and cave of Adacb- 
ftkb from Epbron for 400 fhekels of lilver, which according to 
the accurate eftimation of the learned Prideaux, , was about So/, 
ferling > and here he buried Sarah , after he had mourned for 
far according to the cuftom of the country. 

By this time Abraham was well advanced in years, and being 
ddrous to fee his fon Ifaac married and fettled in the world be¬ 
fore he died, he called the fteward of his houfhold, and having 
made him take an oath to get his fon a wife out of his own 

him all the ncceffary inflations and autho- 
he marriage. The fteward accordingly loaded 


my 


camels with 


king the cuftom in thole days not to receive but to pay a 
dowry for a wife, and proceeding to Charan where Naoor 
dweltj obtained Rebecca the daughter of Betbud the fon of Na- 
&r, lor his young mafter. Upon his return home, he obferved Ifaac mu 
Jfaac taking a folitary walk in the evening in the fields; upon ries Rc- 
which Rebecca being informed who he was, alighted, and throw- becca. 
ing a veil over her face, as the manner of young damfels then 

K "ie waited to receive his firft compliments. Ifaac * after 
addrefi'es, conduced her to the tent which was lately 
his mother’s, and they being foon after married together, he 
grew fo fond of her, that his grief was alleviated for the loft 
of his mother. 

Abraham* after this happy marriage of his fon, Hill finding AbrJmm 
himfelf ftrong enough to make a new addition to his family, marries 
though he was then 141 years old, took another wife, named Kcturab. 
tetter ah* by whom he had fix fens, whom he afterwards por- Bef Ch. 
tioned, ana fent them to dwell towards the eaft, that they 18-3. 
tight not interfere with Ifaac $ inheritance. They fettling in 
Arabia and Syria* became in time heads of different nations, 
thereof we have footfteps both in facred and profane hiflory. 

Concerning Abraham* we have nothing more recorded in the 
krsd writings, except that he lived to the 175th year of his 

1 age. 
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His death, age, and was gathered to his 5 »'j ^ hi led 1 Iii,^ (i 

^Tit » • 1 7! f ; * , J ^ ' 


Bef. (.'hr. ion 


s, Jfaac and Ijhmael , in the cave c! Alacbpei:!^ (where abo\- 
y years before he had repofited the remains of )vi^ b-h" 


>vo 


1827. 


forty y 


. ed 


wife Sarah) leaving a name famous to all poftcrity behind rh 

~ ^ ^ I ^ ^ * « | g* 4 “ 1 AI % 


Profane authors, indeed, fay more, if poffibic, in coniiner/h- 


tion of Abraham , than do the facrcd ; but there is reaion enough 


to believe, that their accounts arc leaded with lichens. 


have 


V- b 

0 erne, 


we 

others, that he dv 


ohlcrvcd, affirmed, that he reigned at Dnnrnkm ; 
at he dwelt a long time in Egypt-, and taught the b\t>- 


O3 114*11. 11V- UVV'viL *1 lWt 1^ uoiv 1 XL 4.11.; JU?\p 

tians aftronomy and arithmetic. Seme lay that he invent 
letters and the Hebrew language ; that he was tin 



atiruor 0 ! 

feveral works, and among others of a famous bock entitled 


j Jezira , or the Creation: and among the Pnjurns fo gwat a man 
was he accounted, that the magi or worfhipers of lire believe 


Z oroajhr (who was their prophet) to be the i.imc with hi;n®. 


Rebecca , after her marriage with Ijaac* continued barren d- 
molt twenty years, till God at iiiif v* us pleated to hear the car¬ 


at eft prayers of her hufband, and grant them the long ddire.! bief- 


iing. She had not conceived 


eVLi, 

the unnatural ftruggling of the two children (for lheh:u! twins) 


niiinv montns, 

J.. 


how 


when 


in her womb, gave her litch pain and uneaimels, that flic con 
fultcd God about it, who r.nfwerecl, that two 


/if.: t v:f,t 


Jl riving in her , and that tvjo forts of people fnouidbe fejwraiedjhn 


her bowels 7 one of which JImud prove jtrovger than the other, ad 

7 y • t n ~ it n . / * a 1 # 1 r 


Efatt and that the cider fthuld ferve the younger. Accordingly, foonalter 


Jacoo 
born. 


fhe was delivered of two fans, of whom the nrft was all covered 


over with red hair, for which real on his parent^ called him 


Bcf. Chr. Efau-, and the other came after him ib very dole, that he took 


1S30. 




hold of his heel with his hand, and was dir re tore named'/oi, 


to denote what he afterwards proved, the f/pp'niter of his bro¬ 


ther. Efau , who became a great himtfman, was the darling 


of his father; but 'fa cob was the favourite of the mother, win 
knew that he was ho inherit the bIdlings, and could not per¬ 


haps forbear entrufting him with the feeret, though flic leers 

v c. _ _ rv n , 

1 ne two 


all along to have concealed it from her hufnanu. 




T.fau fells 
his birth- 


brothers were not above twenty years old when Jacob gave 


proof of his being acquainted with it, by making f'jau, pur* 


ip lit. 


fuant to his mother's directions, fwcar away his birthright, a 


v/e have clfewherc related. 


A famine which happened feme years after, obliging Ijaa: to 


feek for another habitation, he refolvcd to go into Egypt; but 


God appearing to him, diverted him from that journey, 


defired him to go to Abhnckch king of Gcrar , overruling to be 
with him and bids him, and to perform uie oatn wmen iienaj 


to b; 


V 


n 


i worn to his fa 


Rebecca pafs f 


familiarities b 



* Vid Cdmct’s Diet. Tallin, 1 xx'cvi. Jofeph. Ant. 1. i Hcrbclo! 


Bibl. orient. Prid. Connect. 1. iv. p. x. bind. in Abraham, uc 
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Mm for his diffimul 




injury cither to Ifc 


H 15 ^MCftAiy vi^ttciy IIJUICUICU JUS 

jubilance, which railing the envy of the Pbilijlhies , he was or¬ 
dered to leave that place. His profnerity, however, Hill con- A cove- 
tinning, the king afterwards fued to him in perfon either to n ~ ntb e- 


revive the old covenant, or to make a new one; which I fane.. 
after expoftulating with him upon the ill ufage he had' met 
with in their land, complied with. The tranquillity which 


tvvixt /ibi~ 
tnelech and 
Ifc 


ai:c< 



Jftiac, how 

tiled to him, and finding himfclf grow old" and feeble, and 
his eyes quite dim with age, and apprehending his death to 
be nearer than it was, refoived to bids him before he died. 
But by the contrivance ot Rebecca , 'Jacoby as we have already 
related in the hiftory of the Edomites , obtained the blelfina: of 

/» /> 1 • 1 T-t « - _ O 


the 

find 


Efc 


Jacob ge‘3 
ihe blef¬ 
fing of the 
firft born* 


abfence, was fain to accept of an inferior blcffinp, contained i 

« t ? » T 1 • 4 /t T « V . /> * _ 


tilde words, lby 


c 


Jball be the fatnefs of 


of Heaven from above. By thy J 
', and Jba/t Jcrve thy by ether ; and 


J 

bo w f 


in 

OJ 


t* hi 


ll come to t>af:, that 


Jhabt have ihe dominion , than ft:fit break his yoke f 
k. The bldling of Jacob was in thefe words, God 

e camtIn and 




Ami 


2, 


/■ ^ - m 

• « • I " . 

V - 1 -I I v .4 <* 


, ^ ' "CM _-^ 

to til,it o t iLjan m three particulars, i. It promifes plenty of 
corn and wine, ot which there is no mention in the other. 

It contains the words, God give thee , which are not in the 

, 3. The bill includes a foi ritual bleiling,, that they Jhould 
kbiefd that bh ikd him, which is not faid to his brother, 
jecd was tor a wlule after this tranfaction in danger of his 
troiher’s heavieft indignation, which Rebecca dreading, round Pad an- 


is to 


(u; a pretence for conveying him out of his 

_ A .T . S' • J U • /. 4 <• 


reaca 


'■, ro 


#*• 
vn 


r /3 o r' .1 o c fp £- '1 ^ Ld iidiCH- 




"V^c. 


it her brother Laban , where 


In his way thither he i 


7 7 /> O 

V> CiC* 


crcv'j or McjoJ ■- 

liiight marry one of her kindr 

ovortaken by night near Lnz, and forced to lie in the open 
fiek.% with only a Hone for his pillow. He went unattended, 
proi:ahjy to conceal his flight from his brother Jdjcr.y and be- 
jore his departure, he received a confirmation of the former 
heffir.g privately from his father Ifar.c, who charged him not to 

a wire of the daughters of the land. While he flopt in 

Ac fields near Lnz ~ 




he law in a dream a ladder reaching i rorn 


A-,.- 


cwtn to heaven, with angels afeending and defeending upcii 
lb while God from the top was pleafed to encourage him, by 
prormhng that he would blefs and multiply him beyond me3 

Voi.. I. X 


jfcSiSi 
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fure. Jacob awaking in a furprize from his dream, cried out 
furely God zuas in this place , and I kneiu it not. He therefore 
erected the ftone that had ferved him for a pillow into a pillar" 
andjpouring oil thereon, called the place Bethel ', or the houfe 


God 


Here he likewife made a 


Serves 

feven 


vow unto God 

_ ^ ^ ^ o ^ i — — ' * * j * 'wV-U y 

cloath and bring him back fafe to his father’s houle, the Lord 
fhould be his God, and that he would pay the tythes of all he 
had to him. 

Upon his arrival at Haran, he was received by his uncle La- 
lan in the moil aftedtioriate manner, and falling in love with 


years for his youngeft daughter Rachel , a beautiful virgin, he agreed to 
Rachel, ferve feven years for her. However, when the time expired, 

Laban , who was defirous that he fhould ferve feven years more, 
inflead of giving him Rachel , conducted to his bed her eldell 
but mar- lifter Leah , who was hard favoured and blear-eyed. Jacob next 
ries Lind.-, morning, after complaining of the impofition that * had been 
and then put upon him, and accepting of Labans excufe, that it was not 
Rack 
Eef. Ch. 


el. 


cuftomary in their country to marry the younger before the 
eider, agreed to ferve other feven years for Rachel , whom he 


17c2. married as foon as he had finifhed the nuptial week of fealting 

with Leah. 

'Jacob behaved very differently towards his two wives. Rachel 
had his heart and affe£Hon, while Leah was forced to content 
herfelf with a formal civility. God, however, made quite ano¬ 
ther difference between them, by making the latter the mother 
of many children, while her lifter continued barren for a long 
time. Leah in a fhort time had four fons, Reuben , Simeon , 
Levi, and Judah. This was fo great a mortification to Rachel, 
who had net yet conceived, that fhe came one day in a nt of 
melancholy, and told her hufband, that unlcls he gave her chil¬ 
dren alfo, flic fhould die of grief. This fpeech feeming to lay 
the blame of her fterility upon him, he fharply rebuked her, 
which made her bethink herfelf of the ufual way at that time, 


for women in her cafe to give their maids to their hufoands; 
fhe therefore perfuaded him to take her maid Bilhab ns a con¬ 
cubine, by whom he had two fons, Dan and Naphta!!. Leah 
thinking fhe had left off child-bearing, alfo gave her maid Z il- 
pah to Jacob , by whom he had Gael and /fjber. 

Reuben , who was now about fix years of age, brought home 
one evening fome fruits or flowers, which our tranftation calls 
mandrakes? that he had gathered in the fields in the time oi 
the wheat harveft. Rachel no fooncr law them, but fhe defired 
to have fome part of them. Receiving, however, a harfh de¬ 
nial from Leah , and being deiirous of having fome of tnc fruit 
to compromife the matter fhe agreed, that if Leah would pari 
with fome of the mandrakes, fhe would refign her hulbanu: 

Jacob no focncr came home tlu 


company that night to her. 
ight 


to her 


, but Leah informed him, that Rachel had reiigned her tun 
:r j which he contenting to, the confequencc was, ths 

__ • ! 1 r r r 1 I / 1 a r*r\ 1 1P1 


Leah again conceived and bore a fifth ion, whom flte cafe 


3 



c 
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She afterwards bore a fixth fon, named Zebulmu and 


3 ^ 


Di 


W. of all 

of Don. 

Rachel had hitherto no iffue of her own bod}?, but now it 
pleafed God to remember her, and to bleb's her with a fon 
whom ftie called Jofepb. Not long after his birth, Jacob having 
finilhed his fourteen years fervitude, and being defirous to re- 
vifit his old parents, requefted his uncle to dii'mifs him and his 
family. Laban , who was fenfible that he had enjoyed greater 

profperity fince Jacob came into his family, could not bear the 
thoughts of parting, but offered him his own terms on condi¬ 
tion he would flay with him.. They accordingly made a new 
agreement; but Laban 's avarice put him on fo many ftratagems 
to defraud him, as obliged Jacob to ufe others in his own de¬ 
fence, which the reader may‘fee in the 30th chapter of Genejis. 

His great profperity loon made Laban and his fons look upon He fteals 
him with an evil eye, as though he had raifed an eflate out of away from 
their fortunes ; which Jacob obferving, formed a refolution of Laban; 
retiring into his own country with his family and effects, in Sef. Ch* 
which defign he was confirmed by God. He accordingly 1730/ 
mounted his wives and children upon camels, and having got 
all his fervants and fubftance together, began his journey to 
Canaan , while his father-in-law was abfent fhearing his fheep, 

which gave Rachel an opportunity of Healing her father’s tera- 
phim or gods (a). 


jacoo 



(a) The Jenxsifn doftor 


known by the name o CTaUfmans; 


wily agreed, that the word te- that is, images in human form, 
ta ft bn is not of the Hebrew ex- of different ‘ fizes, and different 
traction. The Septuagint tranf- metals, caff under certain ccnftel- 
lates it fometimes an oracle, and lations, with magical characters 
fometimes vain idols ; and feve- engraven on them. That theft: 

tal commentators will have it to teraphims were ftatues or images 

be a word borrowed from the of a human fhapo, is evident from 
k)Jum, and to import tiie very MicbaPa putting one of them in 
tine with their ferapis. The Jews David's bed when flic favoured 
pretend, that this idol was the his efcape. Though at their firft 
head of a firft-born fbn plucked infeitutien t.’ieir intent was inno- 
offfrom the neck and embalmed, cent, to he emblems or reprefen- 
wkr the tongue of which was tations only of fame renowned 
fallened a golden plate, with the anceifor, in procefs of time, how- 


r ^ # - r - -M 

name or fume falfe deity engraved ever, they became objects of reli¬ 
gious adoration, and were per 


**P 0| i it; and it being placed in a 
*itdi with lighted candles before 


verted to all the vile purpofes of ne- 
i1, g 3ve vocal anfwers to fuch as cromancy, as a learned author, 

A*., r \ i • _ , ^ / » 


confultcd it. Others think it was 

, with what the Perji,vis 
Etli 'leirhim, more generally 


who has examined this matter to* 
the full, has p oved bevo .d ex¬ 
ception Rachel by feme is 


* Tunje hitloi.'S de = culre 1 : & u r,: dc-amt:. 

X z 
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Laban 


t 


him. 


Yd rob travelled with great difpatch, and in ten days had paEld 
overtakes the river Euphrates , and arrived at mount Gilead about 250 

miles weft from Haran. He was overtaken, however, by La- 
ban , who filled with reilntment, fet out three days after hint 
with a confiderable troop; but the evening he came up with him, 
bein" warned in a dream bv God to do him no injury, he con- 

G) - . • /it* • , . . 


tented himfelf next morning with expostulating with him that 


he had ftolen away without giving him an opportunity of killing 
his children and grandchildren, and fending them away with 


the ulual ceremonies of mufic and dances. Jacob 


hand, was not without his complaints. Laban’s deceiving him. 


and making him ferve fo long for a woman he did not love, 
the changing his falary fo many times, and his late Arrange 
behaviour towards him and his family ; all thefe, and many 
more, he anfwered him, were but il! requitals for all his dili¬ 


gence and care, and the blefiings which God had heaped upon 
him for his fake. Laban having accufed him with Healing his 

7 « cob , who was ignorant of Rachel ’s theft, declared, 


fliould 


fhoi 


A, J * / 

Laban having accordingly made a ftrici 


but fruitlefs fearch for them, entered Rachel’s tent, who had 


hid them under the camel’ 


them. She exculed 


am el’s furniture, and fet herfelf down upon 
herfelf from rifing, by alledging the con¬ 


dition (he v/as in allowed her lex to dilbenfe with the ufual ce- 


fi 


remonies ; and Laban not fufpe&ing any fallacy, defifled from 
A cove- all farther fearch. Laban then propofed an alliance with Jaab, 
nanr be- and to erect a monument as a Handing witnefs of it to all ages 


twjxt ! a 

t.**\J 


- Having accordingly reared a pile, and entered into a treaty of 

T . in • u ^ 1 i !• i r • r . .. -_ r. _.. 


mutual 


Laban. 


upon the occainn, 


and 


next morning Laban , after embracing and bleffing tin- 


whole family, returned home to Padan-/Irani. Jacob had no 


fooner parted with his father-in-law, but the remembrance of 


his brother’s antient grudge againft him began to give him frc-fU 


uneafinefs 


him loon a 


. However, a vifion of an hoft of angels, who met 
after, allayed his anxiety for a while ; but being full 


fearful of his brother, he thought it advifeablc, before he ad¬ 


vanced any farther, to fend him a fiibmifiive meflage, in order 
to difeover at lenit how he Hood affected to him. The mef- 


fengers, according to his define, having given an account of all 

f • 0 i.i 0 1 i* 1 n 1 -L . __ f.K,n 


his great wealth and fubflance, returned with the new 


1 * r! v ^i 

f o Liiu 


EL 


tEfc 



thought to have taken them with 
her, to prevent her father, by en¬ 
quiring of them, from knowing 
which wav they had fled. Others 

4 / 

drink file wanted to cure him of 

* 

his fupeifdtious vverfhip, whilit 
others fuppofe that both fiic and 


her filer Hill retained ahankerifi! 


after that fuperilition, and for iha 
reafon fhe concealed the theft fron 


her hufband, who afterwards nrak 
ing a thorough reformation in In 
lioufe, cauied them to be take 


from her. 



1 
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3°9- 


hoftile 


company miu iwu uanu.-., in uujjtrs uiiic one at lean lrugrc 
efcapc, and humbly addrefled himfclf to God for his protection. 
Hi- like wile ordered feveral droves to be lent before as pre fonts 


to Elau, ni hopes by tnat means of obtaining his favour and 
good-will. Early next morning, before day-break, having font 
all his family and flocks over the brook Jabbok , he himfelf 
tarried behind at Mahan aim, where he wrel’cied for fome time 
with an angel in the form of a man, who not prevailing againft 
him, touched the hollow of his thigh, and put it out of joint, 
and before he departed blelied him, and changed his name from 
'uu'jb to If rad , which fignifies a man that has prevailed with 
‘God ■, adding, that with men he fhould alfo powerfully 

prevail*. 

Jacob, when he proceeded after his family, found that he 
halted upon his thigh, upon which account his pofterity never 
eat of that ioint. Some think that his lamenefs was foon over. 


71 

Jacob's 


powerfully name 


changed 
to ifrad* 


m — i i ^ 

eat of that joint. Some think that his lamenefs was foon over, 
others, that he halted all his life. However, the new aflur- 
ances which the angel gave him, infpired him with inch frefh 
courage, that he marched on chearfully till he had overtaken his 
family, and was come in fight of his brother. How tender and H 


,v contrary to ja 
'Jacob, though ki: 


invited by his brother to fettle near him at mount Seir, thought 
i:t to turn towards Succoth, where lie built him an houfe, and 
afterwards removed to Safari, a city belonging to the She cho¬ 
rda, where he bought fome ground of the children of Hamer, 
and fettled there, and built an altar to the Lord, which he 


lie meets 

hi a bro¬ 
ther Efau, 


Ifrad, or the mighty God of Ifi 




might have lived long in peace and tranquillity, had not his 
two fons, Simeon and Levi, treacheroufly and inhumanly mafl'a- 
ertd the Shechcmitcs, on which account he was obliged to with¬ 
draw from the place nearer to Mamre, where his father ffcill 
lived. The inhabitants of the land were ftruck with a pan- 
mck fear by God, fo that they even let Jacob and his fons de¬ 
part quietly, and carry oPf all the plunder they had got from the 
fiau zhtereu Shechemiles . 


yi Ris jot: 
idols they 


ney, ne o 
had taken 


lered his family to del 
from the Shechcmiics, 


or brought from 


He buries 

all the 

idol, th-1 
were in his 


Po.ian dram, not indeed to be deftroyed, as one might have 
w-pecled, bat to be buried in the ground under an oak near to 
Notch cm. His commands were forthwith obeyed, and they 


famiiv. 


noeckem. His commands were 
parted with their very ear-rings, which they ufed to wear as 
talifmans or charms againft fickncfs and other misfortunes. As 
foon as he arrived at Bethel, lie built an altar to God, and 
ca ‘iec! the place El Bethel or the God of Bethel. Being defir 



* Patrick’s Comment, and Shuckford’s Conned. 
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rous to vine his father, whom, for ought that appears, he had not 
feen fince he went to Mefopotavua, he foon afterwards left 
Bethel and proceeded towards Mamre. In his wav thirhp- 


V thither, 


Rachel fell in labour, near Ephrath, and perceiving it would 
coil her her life, called the child Bencni, or the foil of my af¬ 
fliction, but Jacob afterwards called him Benjamin , or the fon. 
Rachel of my right-hand. The death cf Rachel was not the only mif- 
dies. fortune that "Jacob met with in this place ; for his fon Reuben 
Bef. Chr. having taken a liking to Bilhah, his father’s concubine, and 

t-n ntrl Kn 1 1 i'r? nnf /rrunl/a fn romnlu 


1732. Rachel's maid, he did not fcruple to comply with his wicked 

inclination, which made fo deep an impreflion on his father’s 
Jfaac dies, hear*:, that he grieved at it to his dying day. Jacob at length 
Bef. Ch. arriving at Mamre , continued with his old father Ifaac the fpace 


1716. 


JoJeph 
beloved 
by his fa¬ 
ther. 


of 13 years, fome fay 1;, till the good old man departed this 
life, which he did in a very advanced age, being 180 years old, 
having been almofl: blind and decrepit a conliderable part of 
that time. His tw r o fons buried him in the cave of Machpelab 
with Abraham and Sarah , after which Efau returned home, and 
Jacob continued at Mamre. 

While Jacob continued with Ifaac, he met with a fevere af¬ 
fliction. Jcjepb then, about feventeen years of age, was be¬ 
come his darling in regard of the excellencies both of his body 
and mind. According to our tranflation, he is faid to ha?c 
loved JoJeph, becaufe he was the fon of his old age, but the Hebrew 
ought to be rendered, becaufe he ivas the fon or difciple of elders ; 

1 0 • *fi-i • 1 J a 1 J i* r y rw I 

ator; for 


that is, had the whilom and prudence of a fenatoi 


or Z ebu- 


lun and Benjamin were both younger than he. His father’s 
fondnefs for him raifed no final] jealoufy in his brothers, which 
he himfelf helped to turn into an irreconcileable hatred, by in¬ 
nocently telling them fome dreams he had that feened to fo re¬ 
in ev/ that he fhouM one' day get the power and authority over 
them. One of them was, that he law in a wheat- field his own 


his brothers fill! encreanng, they at length refolved to rid them- 


elves of him by putting him to death ; and Jofcph coming 
hem foon after with amefirge from bus father, while they w 


to 

ere 


them foon after with 2 menage from bus father, while they were 
feeding their flocks at Dothan, they then confulted to put their 
bloody deflgn in execution. By the advice of Reuben, how¬ 
ever, they were prevented from embruing their hands in his 
blood; they only ftripped him of his coat of many colour.", 


He is fold and put him down into a pit, and fome Adidianitifo merchants 

byhisbre-paffing by foon after for Egypt, they drew him up again, and 

thren, and fold him to them for twenty pieces cf filver, in the abfence of 

carried Reuben, who intended to have taken him privately out of the 

down to pit), and to have fent him back to his father. To conceal their 

Jpgypt. unnatural deed, they dipped JofepE s coat in the blood of a kid, 

Bet. Ch. and then fent it to their father, who imagining that his beloved 

1728. fon had been torn in pieces by a wild beaft, was fo afHicfed, 

that he did not ceafe mourning for him, till he heard the fur- 

prizing 


p 

r 
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, r j 7 ,ing news of his advancement in Egypt many 


a 


f- 


-nv; 5 .rds. 

Judah, in the m e an time, married a Canaamiijh woman, by 
vrfioin he had three ions, Er, Omn, and Shelah. Er married 
Tamar $ but before he had any children by her, being cut off 
for his wickednefs, Judah bid his fecond fon On an take her, ac¬ 
cording to the culiom of that country, and raife a pofterity to 

his brother. Qnan 


emingly obeyed, but not brooking the 
thoughts that his children ihould be efteemed his brother’s, took 
inch'a wicked and unnatural way to prevent Tamar’s having 
any by him, that pod was provoked to puniih him with death 
aifo. The third fon, Shelah, not being then of age, Ta?nar, by 
Judah & defire, remained for forne years a widow in her father’s 


Judah 


J 


jik wife from him his iignet, his bracelets, and his ifaff, as 
pledges for a kid he promifed to fend to her. The kid he imme¬ 
diately lent, but the pretended harlot had disappeared, and no 
tidingo could be heard from her. About three months after 


mmn 


being reported to be with child, he diredtly 


pro¬ 
pped that fhe fhould be burnt; but when fhe was brought to 

her trial, fhe produced the above-mentioned pledges, and de¬ 
clared that the owner of them was the father of the child ; upon, 
which Judah , in the great eft confufion and furprize, owned 
that ihc was more innocent than he, and that he had wronged 
her in with-holding Shelah from her. He afterwards condudted 
her home, but never touched her from that time, and a few 
months after fhe was delivered of twins. 


.actions, which Mofes 
Jofephus , as thinking 


has wholly fupprefted, Jofeph was fold in Egypt to an officer of 
the king’s guard named rotiphar , where he (hewed fuch dili¬ 
gence and integrity, and proved fo fuccefsful in all he under- 

t . - n r _ _j .^ _ _ r .n 1 • nr * - 


— / 

wholly 


iph 


J # i 

home, when his miitrefs, taken with the extraordinary comli- 
nelb of his perl'on, after feveral other unfuccefsful attempts to 
make him comply with her wanton deftres, accofted him one day 
when the whole family was abroad, caught him by the cloak, and 
prdfecl him fo earneftly to lie with her, that he having no other 
way 10 efrape, left his cloak in her hand and fed. Not able 
to brook this affront, fhe vowed the ruin of the innocent youth ; 
ind accordingly, having brought together with her outcries all 

' ' ‘ ' ' ; charged JoJeph with her own 

crime, confirming her accufation by the garment he had 
left behind. By ‘the time her hufband came home, (he had 
d re (led up her ftory fo well, that (he was cafily believed. Had 

T\ » i \ A » -i i r 1*1 • . • 111 1 _ 11 


that were within hearing, (h 


Jofeph 


X 


* -- 

contented 


ill 


Judah 
marries a • 

Canaanitt, 


Jofeph 

fold in 

Egypt. 


He is In¬ 
nocently 

thrult i« 
prifon. 
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contented himfelf for the prefent with fending him to the king’s 


prifon 


Lxolains Jofepb 's virtue and integrity foon recommended him to the 

- ^ - • V ~ * f* 1 » | f 9 7 • y • 


the dreams keeper of the prifon, who put fuch confidence in him, as to 
pf two pri- entrufr to his care all the prifoners. Two of them, namely, 
fcn.it. the king’s chief butler and baker, being ddburDed on account 



He inter- 


i 7- 


Imticr very ungratefully forgot 'jejeph, and probably would have 
never more remembered him, Had not Fhnraoh, two years alien 

•v f « i - \ l (I \ • • 


had two perplexing dreams, which ail me magicians of H,vir 
could :,oi interpret. On this occafion the butler recommended 
*/ bjepb, who was immediately ie;\t tor out of prifon, sa l in¬ 
troduced to Pharaoh, 1 he king told him, that in a dream he 
had feen feven Inlly fat cows feeding on 

after devoured by Keren others lean and ill- 
in, in another dream, he had fien jewn lull 
ured by lb yen blafted erics. '}\b[h uniwuvd 
moda'i manner, thru the {even‘cows and (even 

h ■ •»i /«• *‘in.'io i-nA 


-4 

7 * tf* ’■ ■ 

had lc-e 

• • 3 

n i 

3 ' dob s 

WiliCil 

v* <-. 

dr;aiVi s 

i.ivoured; 

I ' r\ 

viiy:> vi 

c 

c> 


( : J J 


banks of the A/Vr 


O 


• t i * 

JL, /. l#J V* , 


m 


a 


ear^ unified the fame thin 

« _ • 


fyr n A,') j V* T f - ' • MfV 

^2 cU vU U ^ ^4 v*,:: a L/^%11^ i v |^ tivVvi^ 


was cnl y a fign that the thing was to happen immediately after; 
that the icveri fat cows and (even full ear., Pgnincd kven years 



king to appoint a wife and ex pew man over his whole kingdom, 





iiij aa- 
Vi.nce- 
A.unt :md 

c> l Q > V 


cl cm of Jofepb, who was then but 30 years old; and the king 
concluding that he was the fitted: perfc.n to put his own pro- 
pofal in execution, made him ruler over all the land o! Eoypi, 


ordered him to be obeyed in all things next to himieii, teck 
his fig net ofr his finger and gave it to him, can fed him to be 



to St. jerom and otheis, it meant 
Saviour of ibe world. He aifo bell 



o 


mterp 

in the Egyptian tongue, the 
:fi on him in marriage th 
daughter of Foil pier ah, the pric-ft of On, and made him ride in 
his lecond chariot, while the men that ran before it cried, 
bo iv the knee. 



plentiful years were over; having in that time likewde two 
ions, j Monaffch and Ephraim , by his Egyptian wife. 'I he lc\ on 



* n 

UJ 




OF THE WORLD. 

In the fecond year of the famine, Jacob, who was not ex- His bre- 
emot from the common calamity, hearing that there was thren 

1 i _ _ _ . r i • i . , 


r.;r 

j i i 



,u uu'-j -- : . .. ■— <uiu tiictc- 

iore ciuifmg to fpeak i>y an interpreter, with a {'m ere look afked 


whence they came, and upon t; 


nn 4 n 


a; h we ring f rom the 


them 

!; in d of Canaan , he charged them with being fpiesF They af- His rough 
lined him, in the moll iubmiflive manner, that they were all behaviour 
one man’s ions, having a younger brother at home with their t0 them, 
father, befides another who was now no more. Ke immedi- 
atcly catched at their words, and put their honefty upon this 

/ • .... n _ii. 1 r 


J; i 1 till VV 4.10 Vi Clk LW y UUWLVClj lie ICIiC 

for them again, and in a milder tone told them, that he would 
require only one of them to remain a prifoner, and that the 

n • t . _ _:r c. ... *1 t !• 


reft might go home with provifion for the family ; adding, that 
if they returned with their younger brother, they fhouid all 
beiuftified. He then commanded Simeon, who had been ner- Sim, 


Simeon de- 



for it i Reuben , at the lame time, juftiTying himfelf, by remind- 
ing them of the pains he took to diftuade them from the hor- 



J'jeph at length uifmificd them with a quantity of corn, and 
at the fame time, as a frefh matter of lurprize, ordered each 
man’s money to be put in the mouth of his fack, which to 
their no fmall terror they difeovered when they came to bait, 
and give provender to their beads. As foon as they were got 
home, they acquainted their father with all thefe adventures, 
who, though he was grieved at the detention of his fon Simeon y 
vac much more fo when lie found that Benjamin muft go down 
to redeem him. The famine, however, mcreafmg, and the 
provifion being a’moil fper.t, Judah at length prevailed with 
him to part with his favourite fon tor a time, promising to 
faring him fafe back, orclfe to be anfwerahie for him at the ha¬ 
zard of his life. Before their departure, he charged them to 
take all proper meafures for their fare return, and bid them 
tarry double their money, and make ready luch pro ferns as 
they thought would be acceptable to the proud Egyptian lord, 
fhc prdents, according to our translation, were a little bairn, 

I* , ^ .. . . _ If t f * 


They rc- 



iizm 


that the Hebrew word tranfiated fpices, doth rather 


iieniiv 



34 


and dine 
with Jo— 

J<pb. 


They are 
a fecond 
time 
alarmed. 


He difco- 
vers him- 
ielf to 
them. 


f 


or 
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thrax , and that what we render myrrh, was the ft. 


:ht 


to be the gum of the cyprcfs tree*. 

Jofeph) upon his feeing his young 

ceived them the fecond time very ^ . 

dine with him, and to their great furprize fej-ved them accord¬ 
ing to th 
larger th 


ttiem 


heir feniority, and lent a portion to Benjamin five times 
han to any of the relr, which was an unufual mark of 
honour to the perfon to whom it was font. The Egyptian 
guefls fat at a table by thernfelves, it being an abomination to 
the Egyptians to eat with the Hebrews, which averfion authors 




felf, by realon of his dignity. After they had departed a fe¬ 
cond time, Jofeph fent his Howard after them, accufing them 

_ ftolen his divining cup 
vately to be put into the fack of Benjamin. 


of having 


pn 


Confcious of their 


innocence, they declared, that whoever of them fhould have 

and they alfo would become the 


fhould 


lord’s bondmen. The cup being found in Benjamin 's fack, 
they were all confounded, and returning directly to the city, 
’Judahy in the humbled: manner, intreated to remain a Have in 


fcpl: 


Th 


P 


fpeec 


J - „ 


Handers to leave the room, he difeovered hi nr (elf to them to their 
great confuflon. Finding them ftruck dumb with furprize and 
a conviclion of their guilt, to difpel their apprehenfions he em¬ 
braced them tenderly, and told them, that their felling him into 
j Egypt had been directed by an unlcen providence, and that 
therefore they ought not any more to accufc thernfelves or vriev 

« * ^ •111 f ^ 




on that account, as it had been a means of his advancement, 
and of faving the lives of thoufands. 

A rumour, in the .mean time, fpreading through the court 
that Jofeph ’s brethren were with him, Pharaoh was delighted 
with the news, and gave them an invitation to fettle in the 


belt part of Egypt. 


Jofeph 


f- X 


fents to his father, and to lend waggons to Canaan to conduct 
him and all his relations and their fubflance down into Erg-?. 
Jofeph gladly obeyed the kir 

and waggons with provisions, lent to his father ten afks laden 
with the choicefl: commodities of the country. Upon their rc- 



j Jr 5 V/ iuvj. j ^ jr (4,1 uuv.rv v. tvu ii v » » »- j 

fo overwhelmed the good old man, that he fainted away in 
their arms. Reviving afterwards, and hearing a full account 
pf their journey, and obferving the waggons and prelents come 
from Egypt , his doubts and fears vanifhed, and in an extafy of 




* Eochart. Le Scenek Efiay towards a new tranflation. 
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THE 


ORLD 


mi 



htrjheba 


ed out. It it. enough , Jofeph my fin is yet alive, I will^o 

e I die. In his journey to Egypt, he flopped at 
f the fouthern confines of Canaan , where Abra- 
ad lived many years, and there he offered facri- 

• * A „ 


him 


ik 


God 


„ed him to go down into Egypt , promifing in due time to 
bring hi 3 pofterity out of it again to enter into the poffefiion of 

the promifed land. 

Encouraged by this divine promife, Jacob chearfully purfued 
ys journey into Egypt , where when he arrived, he and his fa- 


3 * 




ap 

the Egyptians. Accordingly/^’ and live or ms ions being in¬ 
troduced by Jofipb to Pharaoh , the old patriarch blefied the 
Era,, : .nd the ions declaring that they were flrepherds, obtain¬ 
ed leave to fettle with their families and flocks in Gcjhen. 

' W hi i'll Jacob and his family were kept m peace and plenty 


intermixed with tae Egyptians 
Go then, fhepherds being an abc 


1706. 



ilh-l.. .cry teives ror iuouuaiu;. mi JoJepb pur 
chaTed of the pcople/or the king’s life ; and to let them fee that 
the purchafe was in earn eft, he tranlplantcd them from their 
former places of abode into diftant and differ 


vij « ^ 


ent parts of the 
zeal for the king’s intereft, it may perhaps 


kingdom. Y pi. - 

be thought, earned him beyond the bounds ci common pru¬ 
dence, and that iie (lid not confider that whuff he too/>. Inch 
an advantage over a ftarving people, he railed the_king’s power 



that in the end he gained the commendation ot Dotn prince 
and people j for when the feventh and lafi: y ea* ot the 1 amine 
was come, he encouraged them to expert a crop tne follow- 
ing year, and cUttributcd frcfli lands, cattle and corn unto them, 
that they might return to their tillage as before; upon this 

condition nevcrthelefs, that from thenceforth the fifth of all the 
product of their lands ihould go to the king, and the ieit be 
theirs. To thefe conditions the people willingly contented, as 
imputing the nrefervation of their lives entirely to jojepbs, 
care; and from that time it palled into a law, that the nit 

part of the product oi the whole land of &gyp> fnould belong 

f 1 to 
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to the crown 5 which law continued in foice for feveral centu- 
ries after. 

While Jofrfjb was enjoying the fruits of his confummate po¬ 
licy. his familv at Goften wonderfully increafed both in children 
ana wealth. Jacob having lived there near 17 years, at length found 
himfelf drawing towards his end ; and therefore fent for Ji/iph, 
r.-v' made him fwear to him not to bury him in Egypt, but'to 
carry his body to Canaan , and to depofit it in the cave of Mach- 
pciab with that of Abraham and Ijaac, that his pofterity might 
never he wedded to Egypt, but look upon Canaan as their pro- 
mi fed inherits two. 


1 < 


v/as 



Sr. 


'effingfor ther 


he t'it-d. 'Y'icJj hearing of the arrival of his favourite fon, found 
his ftixnry.h as it were renewed j and bring up upon his bed, 
at Id refled himfelf to him, and began with recapitulating all the 
glorious promiles which (Jed had formerly made to him con- 

great multitude of his pcftcrity, and their inhabit¬ 
ing rr.e land of Camnn:, and 
d c /: 

^ f «> /-N 






» t ’ ^ ^ ' 
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concluded with the death of hi; 
for whole fake (added he) i will now give yen 
the/ proof of my affection. You have two Tons born in 


;o „, ! 

I I 1 ' J{ 


c- 


ei this itrange land, who, according to the ufual order of in- 
44 fieri lance, fliould have only 1 be portion of grandchildren in 
44 i he divi'ion of the prop, tiled land; but 1 will do more lor 
44 them, and they lhall from this day be called by my name, 
be ei evented my font, and, as heads of two diftinct tribes, 
44 receive a double lot: but if you have any more fons after 
cc them, they fhall only be allowed the portion of grandchil- 
44 drer., and their poftcrity be included in their brothers tribe:;.*’ 
He then defined his two gran lions, whom at firft he had net 
ohferved, to be brought to him. JoJcph placed them in a 
portion^ according to the order of‘their age, to receive his 
father’s bidding; but Jacob crobing his hands, laid his right, 
which carried with it the preference, upon Ephrahn , who 

his left 


was the yonngeft. 


9 » 

a 



?n 


elder of 


them. 



') ascribing 

.... o;i. 


upon Manaffeh , who was 

the action of his fa- 


tner to a m drake, was going to rectify it; but Jacob told h 
that he acted by Divine direction, and he not only preferH 
Ephraim to Manaffeh , but gave him much the larger and nobler 
bleffing. 

Jacob , by this time, finding himfelf grow faint, and the 
_ hour of his departure near approaching, called the reft of hi; 
ions together, to take his farewel of them and to give them his 


irruy 10 mein i everany, ana nnt to JU'hhen. rie to let mm, 

that for the crime of inccit in polluting his father’s bed, he and nis 

J * * \ 

i * \ - k f3 


time 
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t ,j!- iC were degraded from the privileges of his birth-right (a). 
He told Simeon and Levi , whom he joined together upon this 
oration, that for their impious maflacre of Homer and his peo¬ 
ple their tribes fhould tor ever be feparate and difperfed among 
theother; which prophecy was exactly verified in due time. 
Then addrefling himfelf next to Judah , he prophefied of him 
that to his tribe, which Ihould be initiated in a very fertile coun- 
tr v the fovereignty fhould belong ; that from his name the 
whole nation of the Jews fhould derive their appellation, and 
that the feeptre fhould not depart from his tribe till Shiloh or the 
Mejftah fliould come, and the nations be gathered unto him (b). 



(a) The prerogative of the while the tribe of Judah conti- 
birth right, according to tire Jew- nues, which they think ilill exifis, 
i‘b exr ofitors, confided chiefly in and retains a kind of feeptre, or 
fre honour of the prielthood, in royal power, beyond the Eu- 


the rule and government of the fa¬ 
mily, and in a double portion of 
the inheritance; all which Reuben 
was now deprived of. It appear;, 
by the fequel of the hiitory, that 

ta 


phrates : but there is nothing but 
their bare word for this imaginary 

IK A A 


kingdom. Both J 


ftians are agreed that the word 

_ ft ‘ ' 




along 


tribe of Reuben continued all to the etymology of the word, 
in obfeurity, while the they differ. Admitting the change 


nieitiiood was conferred on Levi, of a letter, the moil probable is 
the government on Judah, and that of the Septuagint, who read 

the clouble portion on J'/eph, to 
defeend to their tribes. JtlowePs 


H:fi. cf the Bible . Rcrejbith Rcu - 
huh, fed. 98. 

(b) There is a great difagree- 
ntent, both among Jews and 
Chriilians, as to the right inter- 


it Shelo, that is, he to whom it be¬ 
longs. The word Sbevet, or feeptre, 
is interpreted to mean fupreme 
jurifdicfion ; and notwithflunding 
the many difafters that befel the 


j t ‘ws, and their captivity at ZL- 
br/oK, it appears that they were 
Jlill governed bv their own laws, 
rnoft all Chriitian commentators till after the death of our Saviour, 
aic of opinion that it refers to They told Chrift, We are Abr> 

r __. « 1 « 1 • * 1 > . • 


nictation of this prophecy. Al- 


ham’j children, ana avers tte-ver in 
bondage to any titan ; and Pilate 
willing to deliver J>jus, fays to 


Mc£. 

fulfilled at his coming. The Jews, 
finding themfelves pinched by the 

prophecy, rather than allow the the Jews, 1 r.tic yc bin;, and purge 
received interpretations of it, have him according to pour own law. i\ 
fallen into various abfurd notions, few years aucr, when toe nu icw 
which they defend with great zeal, we.c gathered to C'mifc, that is. 
Thus fome interpret the paflhge, when the heathens began to em- 
that the Mejjiah is not to come till brace Cliriflianity, tiicjevdp city, 
Shiloh, a place fo called, be de- temple, and government, were u:- 

7 i . . 1 *11 _ .7 , - 


fl 


JeaviJl 


he at an end. Others by She-zut, 
which we tranflate a feeptre, uu- 
dcritand a tribe, aud interpret it. 


terly ruined by Liu- IlfpaJ.n-, 
and thev tbt-rnfblves wholly d:i'- 
perfed, and fold for flaves hue 
bealls in a market. Patrick's Com- 



that 1 he AL//iah is not to come tusut, Fs,u s /imr-t. 


O 


w 

* 

O 


*7 
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Of ’Lebtdcn he foretold, that his tribe {hon'd be planted near the 
fea-coaifs; and of IJfaehar, that his fhould prove a pufillanimous 
people, and be lovers of inglorious eafe more than of liberty 
and renown. Fiom Leal's Tons the patriarch pafi’es to thofeof 

his two concubinary wives ; and of * __ 

that tho J they were defcended from a handmaid, yet they fhould 
have the fame privileges with the other tribes, fhould become 
a politic people, and greatly varied in the ftratagems of war (c). 
To Gad he foretold, that his tribe fhould be frequently infefted 
with robbers, but overcome them at laft ; which was after¬ 
wards exactly verified : for their lot happening on the other 
{ide Jordan, they were cypofed to the incurhons of the plundering 
Arabs, whom however they fometimes caught and plundered i:i 
their turn, and at length overcame ; taking in one battle 50,000 
camels, 250,000 flicep, and 100,000 men priToners v,: . The tribe 
cf AJher, he laid, fhould be fituated in a fruitful and exube¬ 
rantly rich foil; and that of Naphtali fhould fpread its branches 
like an oak, and multiply exceedingly, or, according to our 
EngUJh verfion, Naphtali , like a hind newly efcaped or let loofe, 
fhould excel his brethren in fwiftnefs, and be remarkable for 
the fweetnefs of his eloquence. Tho’ this laft reading be moft 
generally received, yet the former, which is the expofition of 


the learned Bochart, is both more agreeable to the original and 
more anlwerable to the event - } fince no tribe multiplied fo 
wonderfully as this of Naphtali. 

Jacob had rei'erved the ions of his beloved Rachel to the laft; 
and turning to Jofeph , he pours down upon him and his pofte- 
rity benedictions of ail kinds. “ 'The Lord, even the God of thy 
“ fathers (fays he] fliall blefs thee with the dew of heaven, 
“ and with the fatnefs of the earth, with the fruit of the 
womb (that is, w ith a numerous pollcrity) and wdth the fruit 
of the breaft, and with plenty of all forts of cattle. May 
all the bleilings promifed to me and my forefathers be doubled 
ttpo njofeph's head, even upon his crowned head. May they 
cc out-top and out-ftretch the cverlafting mountains, and prove 
Ci to him more fruitful and killing than they.” What our 




CC 


tranflation here renders feparate from his brethren, we think is 
more properly tranflated crowned, it being the cuftom for the 
chief fuperintendants of the eaftern princes to wear fome kind 
of diadem about their heads. Whether it were that Jacob fore¬ 
saw no merit or happinefs extraordinary in the tribe of Ben] a' 
rain, cr its being afterwards blended with the tribe of Judah 
might make it partake of the fame blefling, he contented him- 
feif with deferibing him by his fierce and warlike difpofition, 


# i Chron. v. 19.—zi. Deut. xxxiii. 22. 

(c) The Je^vs think that this of this tribe, pulled down the 
prophecy was more particularly temple, which cruflied himfelf and 

fulfilled when hannes, who was the Pbiliflincs to death. 

Who, 
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. jj 0 like a ravenous wolf, JhouldJhed the blood of his enemies , and 
\ihe evening divide their fpoil. Thus the good old patriarch 
having given prophetical blefling to his children, reminded 
them all* efpecially jofeph , to bury him among his anceftors in 
the cave of Machpelah ; and fo laying himfelf down in his bed 
J,; n , in a fhort time expired, after he had lived 147 years in pm j;., 
‘f a nd 17 of thefe in Egypt. Befidcs thefe prophecies of Bef Ch ' 
fe which have been fufficiently verified by their events, the , ^ ' 
d vs aferibe fome other works to him, namely, a treatife inti- ’ 

Bei, The ladder to Heaven , and another called, Jacob's Tejla- 
together with fome forms of prayer, which the Jews pre¬ 
tend were compoied by him, and ufe every night. 

He had no fooner expired, than Jofeph fell upon his face and 
vr: an d exprefled all the filial forrow that fuch a Ids could 
irifpirc. At length remembering his dying charge, he ordered 
his phvficians, according to the cuftom of the country, to em- 
u m his father’s body, and all preparations for his funeral to 


ryptia 


lemony of which we have formerly deferibed among the cuftoms 


ot tspt 

to appeal 


During the mourning, it being improper for Jofeph 
at court, he defired fome of the officers about the 


king to acquaint him with his father’s laft commands regarding 
his burial. The king readily confented to the requell of his fa- His grand 
vourite, and ordered moreover the chief officers of his houfe- funeral, 
hold and the principal nobility of the kingdom to attend the 
funeral, who, being joined with the family of Jofeph and thofe 

1 • 1 1 r • _J C _^ -k_T .1 _L 


of all his brethren, fome in chariots and fome^on horfoback, 
made a very large and pompous proceiEon 


Having entered 


the land of Canaan, they made a halt at the threfliing-fioor of 

Aid, and there, for feven dn\ r J ' r 1 . 

which made the Canaanites 


ays, performed a funeral ceremony, 
call the place Abel-jnizrahn, or the 
Having afterwards continued their 


mourning of the Egyptians. w , 

march, and depofiled the corps Hi the cave of JAiachpelao^ toe 

whole company returned to Egypt. 

Jofepb’s brethren being then apprehend!ye of his refontment 

for their former cruel treatment of him, lent an humble mei- 
fagetohim to acquaint him, that it was their father’s eanieftre- 

queft th; 

under hi.. ,_ — - . , 

fmnate and forgiving temper, that, upon hearing this nieflage, meat. 

he could not refrain from weeping. ‘1 o remove their fears, h 
hut immediate!' 


en 



for tiiern, a 


ud receiving them with the fame 

kind afiedlicn as when their father was alive, excuied and com¬ 
forted them, and gave them inch frefh aJiuranccs oi has future 
love and protection, that they went joyfully heme to their fa¬ 
milies, not a little amazed, perhaps, at the greatnefs of his 
foul, a virtue to which they feerii to have been utter ft ranger. 
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of E?y*i into the land of Canaan : he charged them, therefore 
not to bury him there; but to lay his body in a coffin, to depos¬ 
it in f'ome lecure place, and to carry it with them to Canaan. He 
foon after died, and his brethren took care to fulfil his laft requeft, 
having firft caufed his body to be embalmed after the manner of 
the Egyptians. He was iio years old when he; died j an a«r e 
that came very ftiort of that of his anceftors, which might pro¬ 
bably be owing to his being forced to a different way of living 


from theirs, having continued 80 years in that pinacle of gran- 



ion of Manajpb, and Gilead Ala chit's fon. 

The firm Before wc give an account of the reverie of fortune which the. 
plicitv of Israelites experienced in Egypt, we fhali take a ihort retrolpec- 
life of the tive view of their anceftors, and add i'ome few obfervations on 
old patri- the fimplicity of their religion and maimer of living. If wc 
arch's!" examine them impartially, and compare them with the firft 

founders of the mold polite and celebrated nations of antiquity, 
making a candid allowance for the difhnce of time, place, 
and other obvious circumftances, they will appear to be the 
moft natural and perfect pattern of civil fociety, and of an 
happy life. It mult be owned, however, that unlcfs wc can 
diveft ourfelves of that partial fondnefs which we have for the 
cuftoms of our own times and country, wc fhali be apt to con¬ 
demn not only thofe of the ancient patriarchs, and of the many 

who have followed them, but likcwile all thole who 


nation j 




have thought them worthy of commendations. 

Abraham doubtlcfs con vei led with fome of the antediluvian 
patriarchs, and was well acquainted with their way of living, 
or rather had been educated in it, and was lo great an sdinirer 
of it, that he preferred it to that of thofe nations he lived 


fimpie manner of life, lie was not looked upon as inferior to 
any of the colemporary princes, tho’ h : del pi led thofe pompon 
titles, and other marks of royal grandeur which they lo much 
aide bled. 

His riches, and thofe of 1:1s fans, confiding chiefly in a pro¬ 
digious quantity of cattle. 


as xheep, oxen, camels, ar.J 


afies fliorfcs we read not of) they were obliged to have a pro* 

V ' •» * ■ 1 * 

portienable number of fervants to look alter them. Accordingly 
we find Abraham was abie to arm uu wards of 300 of his men- 
fervants to Lot's refcue, bolides thofe he left behind to guard ms 
fufcftanc.c, and his old men, women, and children. As toi 
gold, filver, jewels, and fuch like valuable things, wcdonol 
find he was pofieiied of any till after his return from E?)f 
where Pharath had heaped many rich pedants upon him. 


Hi 

B( 


mi Ait alfo, nerliaps, barter feme of the w.h.1 of his flocks foi 

• d ' i l 1 . ^ # 1 * 

bullion, which was already current in thofe days. Lul neither <•>« 

l i iiw 
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this or his other kinds of riches, exempt him or his im 
jgfcendants from a laborious life, which was rendered u 


aimed! ate 

(Jefcenctams iroui a. isuouuus me, wuu.ii w:ts it/vaeieu unavoid- 

2 bleby their living in tents for the benefit of fhifting their ha¬ 
bitations, to find convenient pafturage for their numerous 

^To this paftoral life they likewife joined agriculture, as often 
js the fruitfulnefs of the country, the time of their fojoum- 
j‘ J1£ r in it, and other concurring circumftances permitted. The 
former, however, was their more general employment; and 

t 1..flnnf ttroo m h/ 



from fhav 


labour, and 


"Oil 
0 


in? to the well with their pitchers, and Watering their flocks 


st proper feafons. Such appears to have been the employment 
of Rebecca, Rachel , and other fair damfels of that country, and 
of Jethro’s daughters, fome hundred years after them. 

flow diftafteful loevcr this primitive fimplicity may appear to 
our prelent age, yet Homer will tell us how much and how long 
invas imitated by the Greeks. The chief employment, accord¬ 
ing to that poet, of the feven fons of Mtlon king of the Sicili¬ 
ans was the keeping of their father’s flocks: and we find that 
kind of life extolled not only in Sicily and Greece , but likewife 
in Syria and other countries, above 1500 years after Abraham , 
in fome of the mod beautiful paftorals of antiquity. 


This laborious life fcldom failed to keep both men and wo- 



wayor living. - . lr r 

were their common diet; a kid, a tatted calf, or a dilh oi ve- 

nifon, were reckoned a rich ft*aft. One would think that Ho¬ 
tter had drawn the pidturc of his heroes in his Oayjjcis after that 
of the patriarchs, fo far was he from tninking luch a life un¬ 
worthy of the greateft men. _ _ , . , 

This active life was likewife an crtectiial means to lengthen 

their davs, and to make their deaths ivvect and eaiy. If we ex¬ 
cept Ifaac. who is deferibed rather as a contemplative tnan a la¬ 
borious man, and began to fail in his ftrength much1 foonei 
than the reft, we read of none of them having any dueales. A . 
thole whofe age is fet dov/11 by A'lojes lived to aDO\e 140 years, 
except Jofcph , whofe courtly way of living may probably have 

fhortned his days. . , . . • 

Their conjugal temperance was no-ways infeuor o 

other virtues. Abraham lived in a country wheiv. po ygamy w a 
allowed, and a numerous offspring efteemed one ol the ^ *- 
earthly bleffings. He faw himfelf unfortunately yoked to a bar¬ 
ren woman, and matter of vaft poffeffions, yet chore to make 
his fervant his heir rather than to marry another. Neither 
he take Haear to his bed till he was promifed an heir that 

ihould come out of his loins, and was perfuadecl to 1 y y 
-wife. The children he bad by Kriurah, alter oarab * 
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fhew that his continence was far from being the effe& of aes 
and impotency. Tho’ Rebecca , the wife of Jfaac , proved bar¬ 
ren for a confiderable time, and had but two Tons at laft, yet we 
do not find that ever he exprefTed a defire of taking another wife, 
Jaclfr indeed was unwarily drawn in to marry two fillers, and 

afterwards to take their maids to be concubines; and yet if we 
confider the great affection he had for Rachel , we may reafon- 
ably conclude that if he had married her firft, he would have 
been contented with her alone. 

Without expatiating upon their extraordinary hofpitality to 
llrangers, their faithfulnefs to their allies, and many other vir¬ 
tues they were confpicuous for, we (hall content ourfelves with 
adding a few words concerning their religion, which was not 
only the freell from idolatry and fuperftition, but the fimpleft 
and pureft in the world, or at leaft that the world was then ca- i 
pable of. It confilled chiefly in a ready obedience to God’s’ 
commands, under whofe immediate guidance they continually j 
were, in a firm reliance on his promifes under all dangers and 
difficulties, and in a thankful remembrance and acknowlege-' 
ment for all his bleffings ; which laft part very probably was the 
firft introduction of the religious cuftom of tythes. 

Their facrifices had indeed fomething fhocking and unna¬ 
tural ; and when we confider how foon they began, and how 
univerfal the practice of facrificing became, reafon will be at a 
iofs how to account for their introduction and progrefs, any 
other way than by fuppofing them to be of God’s own infti- 
tuting, as types of the grand facrifice which Chrift was to offer 
up for the fins of the world. In every other refpeCt their reli¬ 
gion was pure, fimple, and uniform ; but the degeneracy and 
itubbornnefs of their defeendants, obliged the divine lawgiver 
to clog it afterwards with a numerous train of rites and cere¬ 
monies, as a wall of partition betwixt them and their idolatrous 
neighbours. We fhall only add, that as other nations feemto 
have received from the patriarchs the ceremony of facrificing 
beafts to their gods, without being acquainted with their typi¬ 
cal defign, fo it is very probable that Abraha?ns intended facri¬ 
fice of Ifaac may have given birth to the bloody cuftom of facri¬ 
ficing children, which became afterwards fo univerfal, not only 
among all other nations, but even among the Ifraclites them- 
felves. 


The great 


We return now to'the Ifraclites in Egypt 


jncreafe of Haat their numbers and power foon gave great jealouly to 

the Itrael Egyptians. As they continued in Gojhen apart by themfelves, 
it es gives anc ^ not intermix with the other inhabitants, one of the 
jealoufy to Egyptian kings began to be apprehenfivc left upon any war they 

the Js/yp- ^ ou 'd j°> n his enemies, and fight againft the Egyptians. He 

^ therefore refolved to crufh them as much as poffibie, if not to¬ 
tally to deftroy them j and by the advice of his council im- 
pofed upon them heavy taxes, and ordered them to be employed 
as Haves, in bearing burdens, digging clay, making bricks, and 


iian:. 


’4 4 


ftrong cities. 
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determined* The 
death of Jofeph 's br 
of a new king that 
; s n ot eafily agreed. 


that 


Who 


in Lilt, vypj^iv- 

Jofeph. Who this new king was them. 


effed 


My people 


Mercator , thinks it was Ramefes Miamun 
Jofeph's death, in the /pace of 60 years, ' 

J J * 1 1 . .1 ^ • r 1 i 


# 

tdo\ 

UJh 


alarmed at the increaie and prolperity of the If- 
miites ; and that one of the cities they built was called after his 
name, and the other probably after the queen. Ramefes , how¬ 
ever, according to Pliny, reigned in the time of the Trojan 
war, that is, about 300 years after the death of Mofes. Accord¬ 
ing to the learned Shuckford , it was the firft of the fhepherd- 


Ifraelites 


Etc 


fettled in Egypt , confequently were intirely ignorant of Jofeph. 
This opinion is alfo liable to confiderable objections; and in¬ 
deed all that can be advanced on this fubjedt can be no more 
than conjecture, as it is impoffible to adjuft the Egyptian chro¬ 
nology about this period. 

The Ifraelites , notwithftanding their bitter and grievous bon¬ 
dage, multiplied the falter the more they were affiiCted; which 
the king perceiving, fent for the two chief Hebrew mid¬ 
wives, Shiphrah and Puah , and ftriCtly charged them that when 
they performed their office to the Hebrew women, they fhould 
deftroy all the male infants, and let the female take their 


chance. 


God 


---, —o „ nds, and 

faved all the children that were born, males as well as females. 
Pharaoh fending for them, and reprimanding them for their dif* 


VI ill U1UVI1 111 v ‘ 

rally delivered before they came. Mofe 


Hebrew 
e Egypt 
• tells ui 

God b! 


a numerous pofterity. Pharaoh finding his underhand ftrata- They arc 
gems unfuccefsful, refolved upon a more effectual method to com- 
extirpate the Hebrews , and publilhed an ediCfc, commanding manded 
all their male children to be thrown into the Nile. Such a to drown 
bloody command could not but caufe the greateft confirmation all their 
in the affliCted Ifraelites ; but the Divine Providence, whofe de- ma le- 
%ns could not be fruftrated, either by the private artifices or children, 
open violence of the king of Egypt , made him the inftrument 
ot bringing up that very child whom he defigned to be the de 

liverer of his people. 

Amram , the fon of 
ried Jochebed the dauj 


Kohath 


* Numb. xxvi. 59; Exod. vi, zo. 

Y 2 


the 




M fes is 

boin. 
Bef. Ch. 
1571. 


Expcfed 
in the 
river. 


But laved 

by Pha¬ 
raoh's 

daughter. 
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the 


—- 0 ..... Mirim 

damn. In the time of this cruel pcrfecution his wife 
again delivered of a lovely and beautiful boy, and having an 


was 



to the child and themielvcs, they were forced, tho 'with the ut- 


moft regret, to expofe him like the reft, and put him into a 
fmall ark of bulrufhes, or rather of the flags of the plant of 

Egyptians made their paper, which they befmeared 


which the 


Th 


with pitch and tar, to hold out the water, 
among the flags, and committing their fon to the care of Pro¬ 
vidence, left his filler Miriam , who was then about nine or 
ten years of age, at a proper diftance to obl'erve the event. Pha¬ 
raoh* s daughter, in a Ihort time after, coming down to the ri¬ 
ver to bathe herfeif, and fpying the cradle among the flags, or¬ 
dered one of her retinue to go and fetch it out. When fhe had 
uncovered it, the furprizing beauty of the weeping babe fo 
moved her heart with compaflion, that file immediately declared 
her intention to have it brought up, altho’ fhe perceived he was 
one of thofe children whom her father in his edicl had ordered 
to be drowned. Miriam by this time having approached the 
princefs, offered • herfeif to go fetch a Hebrew nurfe to fucklc 
the child ; and her fervice being accepted, fhe haftened to her 
mother, who came with all lpeed, and received the infant from 
the hands of the princefs, and a promife of an ample reward 
for her care of him. 

When the child was of an age ftt to be weaned, which was 


generally about three or four years of age, his mother carried 
him to court to fhew him to the princefs, who foon grew lb 
fond of him that fhe adopted him for her own, and, in remem¬ 


brance of his being taken out of the water, gave him the 
tian name of Moles. Some indeed allege that his name is ot 


Mortal: 


lignifics to 


# m -m \ 

draw out; but it is natural to think that the princcls gave the 
child a name from her own language, and the Hebrew verb 
might probably be alfo ufed in her tongue, and have the fame 

His parents, from his remarkable prefervalion, 
looked upon him as deficned bv Providence lor 


fignineation. 
doubtlds 

feme 




him an 
him. Thcv 


lorious purpofe; and whilft he ftaid with them gave 
education fuitable to the idea they had conceived of 


let him know both what relation they bore to him, and what 
hopes they had conceived of his being deiigned by Heaven to be 
the deliverer of his nation. 

After he left them and refided at court, they no doubt had 
leave, from time to time, to vifit him, and would be afluhious 
to keep alive in his memory the firft inftriuStions they had 
given him, that he might not be tempted by the glare of a court 
and ambitious profpects to abjure the name ot Hebrew , and 
look upon himfelf as an Egyptian. Accordingly we find, that 



• 1 


o 


T 
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His edu- 


is according to Clemens Alexandrians , was taught arithmetic, cation, 
geometry, phyfic, mufic, and hieroglyphics, otherwife called 
eiii'/inacical phiiofophy; to which Philo adds aftronomy, which 
he learned of the Chaldeans , and the AJJyrian characters from the 
Jjljrians ; yet when he came to the age of maturity, he left the 
court, and went to live among his brethren, preferring, with 
<rreat magnanimity, the reproachful and defpifed name of IJ- 
reciitc to all the pomp and glory of Pharaoh’s horde. He not 
only vifited his people, and commiferated their fufferings, but 
rifked his life to relieve them from their intolerable oppreffion : 


YdClite to dll uit* pomp ami o* jl uui wju * nuuic. ne not 

only vifited his people, and commiferated their fufferings, but 
rifked his life to relieve them from their intolerable oppreffion : 
for having one day obferved an Egyptian tiling an Hebrew with He kills 
fonie uncommon barbarity, he ftept in to the affiflance of his an Egyp 
brother, and perceiving no body near, flew the Egyptian , and tian. 
buried his body in the land. We may probably fuppofc that the 
injury done to the Hebrew was of fuch a nature that it either 
deferred death, or could not be prevented but by killing the 
Egyptian and Mofcs doubtlefs was flirred up to this deed by 
fome divine impulfe, as being the perfon chofen by Heaven to 
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Ifrael ; which St. o 
ns to hint at. Mol 


tocoinpofe a difference between two Hebrews , he who was the 
aggreflbr rejedted his arbitration with contempt, and upbraiding 
him with the murder, afked him, whether he intended to kill 
him as he had killed the Egyptian ? Finding, therefore, that 
the facf was known, and that it would not be long before it 
reached Pharaoh’s ear, and endanger his life, he thought it fafeff 
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gyp t 


J u 

Whether 


mother was (till alive, is uncertain ; but it is fuppofed, that long 
before this time he had made ufe of her intereft to get the bloody 
edict againft the Hebrav male children recalled. Pharaoh hear¬ 
ing of the murder of the Egyptian , fought carneftly to lay hands 
on Mofcs ; but he having efcaped to Multan , was hofpitably re¬ 
ceived, as we have mentioned in the hiflory of the Midianius , 
by Jethro, a prieftof that nation, with whom he lived 40 years 5 
and marrying r Zjipporah, one of his daughters, had by her 

two foils. 


tie is 
forced to 
fly to Mi 
dian. 

Bef. Ch. 


one of his daughters, had by her j-41 


How he (pent his time in thofe 40 years retirement, fave that 
he kept Jethro’s flocks, is what he has not thought fit to ac¬ 
quaint us with. Thofe who fuppofe that he wrote the book of 
Job during this interval, have certainly feveral ftrong argu¬ 
ments on their fide. That Job lived early in the world, is in 
fome mcafure evident from his mentioning with abhorrence the 

moft ancient kind of idolatry, without ipccifying any of the 
futiiro orrnflpr rrirriinfinns. 1 hat he lived in the davs of the 


Some 

count 


ac 

of 


y 


future grofler corruption 




patriarchs is probable, from the long duration of his lire, whicn 
could hardly be lefs than 200 years. 1 hat he lived before tne 


law, maybe concluded, from his making notfo much as one ai- 
lufion to it, nor the leaft mention of the miraculous deliverance 
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the IfraeliUs and he is directed by God 


licet. 
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fices in his own country as were not allowable after the pro¬ 
mulgation of the law to be offered but in that place which ike 
Lord had chofe in one of the tribes of Ifrael. 

At the end of the Greeks the Arabic , and the Vulgate verfions 
of Job , we have this account of his genealogy, which is laid to 
have been taken from the antient Syriac. Job dwelt in Aufitis upon 
the confines of Idunusa and Arabia. His name at firff was Jo- 
bab. He married an Arabian woman, by whom he had a Ton 
named Ennon. He himfelf was the fon of Zerah , and the fifth 
in defeent from Abraham by Efau^ and reigned in Idumaea , after 
Balak the fon of Beor, who relided in the city of Diniiblebab, 
His friends who came to vifit him were, Eliphaz , of Efau's pof- 
terity, king of Teman , Bildad king of the Shuhites , and Zcphar 
king of the Naamethites. If this genealogy be admitted, he 
muff be cotemporary with Mofes ; but the learned Spanheim , 
who has examined this matter to the bottom, finds reafon to 
think that Job was not the fame perfon with Jobab , but was 
fprung from Abraham by his wife Kcturah , and lived fcveral 
years before the time of Mofes. He is faid to have been the 
greatefl of all the men of the eajl , where Keturah’s Tons are faid 
to have fettled ; and his noble fentiments of creation and pro¬ 
vidence, of the nature of angels, of the fall of man, of the 
punifhment for fins, and juftification by grace, of a redemption, 
refuire.ftion, and final judgment, fpeak him to be defeended 
from the father of the faithful, who, according to the teftimony 
of God, commanded his children , and his houjhold after him , that 
they Jhoidcl keep the way of the Lord. One of Abraham’s fons by 
his wife Keturah was named Shuab ; Bildad the Shuite , there¬ 
fore, may well be fuppofed a defeendant from that family, who, 
living in Job’s neighbourhood, might vifit him in his affliction. 
His habitation is fuppofed to have been in Arabia Defcrta , fouth 
from Mefopotamia ar?d the Euphrates. His diftemper is fuppofed 
to have been a leprofy of a very malignant kind ; and l'ome 
commentators imagine his calamities were not above a month’s 
continuance, tho’ others fuppeffe he was afflicted a year, and 
fome feven years. Some think that the hiffory ;ve have of his 
patience and fufferings was wrote by Job himfelf, W by one of 
his friends, in Syriac or Arabic. Others fuppofe that the ftory 
was firff a plain narrative written in the Arabian tongue; l>ut 
that Solomon , or fome other poetical genius like him, gave it & 
dramatic caff, and, in order to make the fubject more lTJOving, 
introduced a fet of perfons fpeaking alternately and always Jn 
chara&er. Yet if it had been then compofed, it is not probable 
that fo many Arabic and Syriac expreffions would have been ufed 
when the Hebrew tongue was at its perfeclion. Some conjecture 
it was wrote to comfort the Jcius in the Babylcnijh captivity; 
and the learned Warburton imputes it to Ezra the ready f'eribe 
in the law of Mofes: but what we can only depend upon is, 
that the writer of the book was a Jeiv, and affiffed therein by 
the fpirit gf God; that it has always been efteemed of canonical 
authority, is fraught with excellent inffru&ions, and above all, is 

Angularly 
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ORLD 


Angularly adapted to adminifler comfort in the day of adverfity 
It is juftly fuppofed to be written in verfe from the Joftinefs of 
the ftyle» the fublimity of the thoughts, and livelincfs and 
energy of expreffion, the grandeur of its imagery, and variety 
of chara&ers, tho’ the metre and cadence of it be altogether 
loofe and unconfined. Whoever the author of it was, thofe 
who have been moft converfant in it will readily allow that an¬ 
tiquity cannot produce a more lofty and magnificent, a more- 
florid, eloquent, pathetic, and learned performance *. 

We return now to our Jcwijb lawgiver in the land of Midian 
whom we may reafonably fuppofe to have had fuch convincing 
rcafons to look upon himfelf as the deliverer of that afflicted 
people, that he could not but have many anxious thoughts 
about them during that interval, and think the time long till he 
faw that glorious promifed deliverance happily fulfilled. The 
long delay, however, feems at length to have made him con¬ 
ceive quite other notions, as if God had either made choice of 
fome other inftrument to work out their deliverance, or had 
been provoked by their fins to fufpend it for fome time longer. 

After he had been 40 years in the wildernefs, and was now in God an 
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327 


God 


bufli unon Horeb 


bufh 


pears to 
Mifc 


flame, and not a leaf of it confumed, he was prompted by his burning 
curiofity to go and view it a little nearer; but as he was ap- bufh - 
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bufti 


and com- 


and ordering him to pull oft' his {hoes, becaufc the ground mands 
whereon he flood was holy. He obeyed, and drew nearer j and him to go 

. 1 n' t ■» •% * . r .\ f\ .1.1 •» /■> 1 o 

E gypt> 


God out of the flame, that he was the God 


of Abraham, IJaac , and Jacob, and had now, with compaflion, to bring 
feen the afflidhon of their pofterity, and was come down to dc- his bre- 
liver them from their oppreflors ; and that he had made choice thren on 
of him for that purpofe, to go into Egypt to execute his of bon- 
defigns there. Mofes , unable to fuftain the refulgency of the dage. 
Divine prefence, fell down upon the ground, and covered his 
face with his garment. Defpairing of fucceeding in fo difficult 
an undertaking, he left no plea untried to be excufed from the 
talk. He began to excufe himfelf, by urging his meannefs and 
infufficiency to take upon him the chara&er of a Divine am- 
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God 


Ihould 


every 


Mofc _ 0 . 

what he fhould fay to the people, and by what name he was to 
call the perfon who fent him upon this commiffion. Here God 
was plealed to anfwer a queftion which he had formerly refufed 
to Jacob ; but in fuch terms as might eafily make him fenfible of 
the irregularity and unreafonablenefs of his demand: for as 



* Spanheim in vit. Job, c. 4. 
Conned. 1, ix, &c. 


Calmet. Diflert. in Job. 
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JuJin Martyr rightly obferves, names are given only to {hew 
the difference of things; whereas God being one, and there 

n but he, there needs no name to diflinguifh him. 


being no othei 


God. therefore, iaici to him, i am that i am, or rather, I 
am ulcause 1 am, fignifying that he was an eternal, hide- 
■pendant, t eif-ex '.Jl'ing being ; and bid him tell his brethren, that 
I AM THAT 1 .am "had font him to them ; that he was the God 


or 


u* — 1 - 


fathers, of Abraham, Ifaac , and Jacob ; 


and 


_ , that he 

wculu be remembered and ackaowleged by that name through- 
oui ail generations, as their great redeemer and deliverer. He 
therefore required him firfl: to aflemble the elders of Ij’rael toge¬ 
ther, and acquaint them with his defign ; and then to go di¬ 
rectly to the king, and demand of him a difmiffion of the If. 
r a elites, at ieait for three nays journey into the wildernefs, in 
.order to faerifice to their God. He afiured him, that Pharaoh 
would not let them go at the firfi: or fecond afking, nor indeed 
at all, till he mould fee the Divine power and jufticc exerted, 
by the terrible punifhments inflicted upon him and his land, for 
his oppreiixon of the IJraeiites , who in the end (liould not come 

their long and cruel 
tne fight of the Egyp- 



{umptuous raiments and 
choice# jewels to them, to make them amends for their paftla- 



Such 
enough 

/f 


V 


and hard {hips. 


folemn afiurances from the mouth of God hhnfelf, was 

fid think, to in.ve gained a ready compliance; 


one 


i 'A: 

• X 


yes, nevertheief:;, fall hefitated, and objected, that the peo¬ 
ple, when he came to them, might poflibly call his million in 
queiKon. To obviate tins difficulty, God promifed to enable 
him to work miracles for their conviction ; and as a fpecimen, 
he ordered him to throw Ins rod upon the ground. It inftantlv 
became a frightful f.-rpent; but when he laid hold of it to take it 
up, it became a rod again. He alio dcfired him to put his hand 
into Ids bofom, and to null it out again. It was then all over 

J I w 

leprous ; but upon putting ic in and pulling it out a fecond time, 
it became 


I W 

it upon putting ic in and pulling it out a fecond time, 
clean as before. He added, moreover, that if the 
working of thefe two miracle;, bciore the IjraeUies did not give 


?■ Inf j b g s 

► o 


V 


i 


i ot: 


ui'cd. 


a fufficient function to his meffiige, he fiiouki then have liberty 
to try the fuccefs of a third, by taking feme water out of the 
Nile, which, upon its being fnilt upon the ground, would im¬ 
mediately turn into Hooch 

M-jfes, notwithftanding the promife of ail this miraculous 
e;<- power, full declined accepting of the office; and alleged in ex- 

cufe his want of eloquence, arid the natural impediment he had 


God, hows 


iwever, promifed to fupply this defait m 
r. Mops, neverthclefiu earned!/ bcggifi 
that he might not be employed ; but that God would niaKe 
choice cf foni'- other nerfon to execute his command. Got 


in his ipeecn. 

an extraordinary manner 

1 


u at 


length rebuked him for his diffidence ; but told him, that his 
brother Aaron, who was now, by his appointment, to meet him, 

•:1 be his inten.rrter, both to Pharaoh and the Ifraelites . 

Had 
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H dM°f es ^ een ^ e *' s f mcere 5 would hardly have recorded this 
Mtrcme weaknefs of his, fo little to his credit, anid which his 

e * ul , • _ _i* nz — ~ 1 .— j~ _ _ 


(fee and ingenuous confeffion of can only excufe or extenuate. 
Rw'ntr now afraid left he fhould incur the Divine difpleafure by 


3 2 9 



Obeys at 
- lall, and 
leaves Mi- 


e i an* 


u)(Tto ms journey # 

with him ; the leaft of which being too young to walk, he fet 
upon an aft: and with this mean equipage, and the miraculous 


rod in his hand, he fet out for Egypt. 

IW L . . . . -c n/r.r..* Ayr:.:: 


man 


Adofcs in A 
ter of NanJ 


thefon of Evjron , of the tribe of Judah. By her he had already 
liad four fons, namely, Nadub, Abihu , Eicaz-c.r , and Ithamar ; the 


Th 


fjrft of whom had likewile a ion, nameu Ahtneas. 
llate of Aarons family when God commanded him to go and meet Aaron 


gees to 


is brother. Before he could reach Her A (afterwards called the _ 
mount of God) a dreadful accident had like to bave happened to meet him 
Kk brother Mofes> the particular occauon and circumftances of 
iiich we are left to guefs at, he not having thought fit to com- 


wn 

mit 


'Mo ft 


illiv Uli v-A* -• - » - --Q / ' ^ ~ • . , • " 

was but juft arrived at the inn, when tne Lord met him, and 
fought to kill him; which words are thought by fome to im- 
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port no more, 

God 


^ * 

o 


Hein 


ancient interpreters have indeed believed that the angel ap¬ 
peared with a drawn fword ready to kill him. Alojn doth not 

ivinc anger was occafioned by his incum- 
wife and two children, when he was lent 


p 

tell us whether the D 
beringhimfdf with 


bering himlelf with a wile ana two enucren, wjicu uc was iua 
upon fo glorious and important a mullage, or becaufe he had 


Mofes 
fmitten by 
the angel 
in the inn. 


deferred to circumcife h 


rib youngeft fon, either out of regard to 
MTiplaifancc to his wife, w r ho might fear 


his tender age, or in comp _ 

lead fuch an operation might make him unfit to travel lor a 

while. 'Ztipporah , however, taking it in the latter fenfe, maue 
what haffc file could to get a fharp Hint, with which me cut on 
the child’s prepuce, and laid it at his rcet, and (not as ourtran- 
ftation intimates, caff it at the feet of her hafband) and pro¬ 
nounced over him the. ufttal form of the ad million into the al 


c L 


■fid 


pronounce 


emony 


Mob 


licy, Win 111 Ills WliC- LOOK. Ulv IWU umu.w. . , --. 

Jt'ibro , refolving to wait there till a more favourable opportunity 

offered to rejoin her huiband. . 

Mofes parting with his v/ife,_ and proceeding on his journey, 

was met on mount Horcb by his brother Aaron ; and nr ter mu- his bro- 

tmi nMfip'innpiif’Q_ ho nroiiauiicd him wiih thv tber at 


He joins 



mount 

tioreb. 


:tes , 
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ites, and to impart to them the joyful news of their fpeedy uv „ 
liverance, Mofes , to confirm the truth of his divine million tw 

gm i i /• ^ | • !/• 1*1 l i i ^ 4 5 


formed before their eyes the feveral miracles which God had 

The whole aflembly declared, that by the 
miracles, they were convinced he was a true prophet come 


appointed him. 


Opens his 

com mi f- 


from the God of their fathers, every one bowing theinfelves 
in token of gratitude and adoration to the divine goodnefs 
which had at length taken pity on their miferable flavery. ' 
Mofes and Aaron , not many days after, opened their com- 


million before the Egyptian king; but the preamble, thus faith the 
fion to the Lord God of Ifraef founded fo ftrangely in his ears, unufed to 
king of fuch an exprefiion, that he could not forbear wondering at their 


E gyp. 


boldnefs, telling them, that he knew no fuch God, and that he 


1491 


rar\. tes 


Bef. Ch. would not let Tfrael go. They replied, that their God, whom 

he refufed to acknowlege, had enjoined them to go three days 
journey into the defert to celebrate a feftival to him, and that 
if they fhould omit complying with his command, he would 
foon punilh their difobedience either by peftilence or by the 
fword. This further explication of their requeft irritated the 
haughty monarch, who probably fufpe&ing that they had a 
defign of revolting from his fervice, and had been laying 
fchemes to get out of his dominions, difmifled Mofes and Aaron 
with a fevere reprimand for putting fuch idle notions into their 
peoples heads, and debauching them from their work, bidding 
them at the fame time to return to their own talks. As ail ef- 
fe&ual way to check their indulging themfelves in fuch fchemes, 
he ordered greater talks and more work to be laid on them, and 
gave their talkmafters charge not to allow them any more ftraw, 
and yet to exadb the fame tale of bricks from them without 
The If- abatement. Inftead of being furnilhed with ftraw, the Ifraelites , 

being now forced to wander through the land infearch of ftub- 
burdens ble, were not able to accomplilh their daily talks as heretofore; 
encrealed- on which account their overfeers, who were of their own na¬ 
tion, were beaten by their rigorous talkmafters. Thefe there¬ 
fore came in a body to lay their grievances, in the moll hum¬ 
ble manner, before the king; but he inftead of minding their 
piteous complaints, accufed them of being grown idle and 
wanton for want of work, and declared that they fiiould be 
compelled to deliver the full number of bricks, though no ftraw 
fhould be allowed them. As they returned from the king, 
meeting Mofes and Aaron , they difeharged their grief and anger, 
tho’ very unjuftly, upon them, and accufed them of being 
the authors of this new addition of mifery, which could ter¬ 
minate in nothing but death and defpair. Thefe hitter expref- 
fions greatly affli&ing Mofes , he applied himfelf to God, and 
in the humbleft manner expoftulated with him for the ill fuc- 
cefs of this firft melfage. 

Mofes had no fooner made an end of his complaint, but God 

gave him frelh afliirances of his love and companion lor hi- 

groaning people, and declared, that now the time was come 

wherein he would manifeft his almighty power, and exert the 

fui 
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full force of the name he had taken on himfelf in : the deliver- 
ce of his people from their bondage, and the performance 
of his promifes made to their forefathers, by giving them the 
rich and plentiful land of Canaan in poffeffion. All thefe di¬ 


vine promifes, howevei 


V- 


m Htes , were not in the leaft regarded by them, by reafon of 
their anguifh of mind upon the increafe of their fervitude. 

Their backwardnefs fo difheartened Mofes, that when God com- 
manded him to go again unto Pharaoh and demand the releafe 
of his people, he endeavoured to decline the office, by again 
alledging the impediment of his fpeech, which was one great 
reafon, he thought, why his words had no great influence with 
his countrymen, and of courfe would have much lefs with 
fcanob. God, to remove this objection, was pleufed to re¬ 
ply, that he had given him a miraculous power over Pharaoh, 

[nd that he need not addrefs him himfelf, but employ his bro¬ 
ther Aaron as his interpreter or prophet: and though he fuf- 
fered his heart to continue hardened till he had affli&ed him 
with feveral judgments, yet at length he would bring Israel 
out of their bondage like a triumphant army, that the Egyp¬ 
tians fhould know that he was the Lord (a). Therefore when 
he went next into Pharaoh’s prefence, he ordered him to diredt 
fam to caff his rod upon the ground, and it fhould imme¬ 
diately become a ferpent. 

Mofes and Aaron forthwith obeyed, and performed the miracle Mo Jf s 
before Pharaoh, who, not being greatly affedfed by it, immedi- again ap- 
ately fent for his magicians, and ordered them to try if they pears be- 
could, by their magical arts, caufe the like tranfmutation. They » or e Jwa- 
attempted, and jfucceeded, and changed their rods into ferpents; raoh - 
but this remarkable difference enfued, that Aaron s rod fwal- His rod 
lowed up all the rods of the magicians; which circumftance, turned in- 
however, made not any due impreffion upon the mind of the to a fer- 


proud monarch. 


Hood Mofes 


fannes and Jamb 


Egypt 


Mofc 


are fuppofed to pent. 

s, wit) 
fotaph 


(a) We have here not followed 
our tranflat on and many others, 
which make God the chief hard- 


permitted by him to come to pafs 
in their ordinary courfe and pro¬ 
cedure. Th 


to whom 


ner 


of Pharaoh's heart. The God ufed 


verbs here ufed, according to the ^ 

conjugation in the original, fignify in this fenfe, is evident from many 


at Mofe _ 

thefe txpreflions con¬ 
cerning: Pharaoh, underflood them 


share permiffion, of which many 
,'nftances have been 


many 


have oeen given 
eminent authors; and 


parts of his behaviour to him, and 

from his earneiUv en- 


by efpeciall) 


in 


treating him to be penuaded, and 


feripture feveral things arc faid to to let the people go 
be done by God, which arc only 


4 ShuckforcTs Connect, vol. ii. 
Grotius, Dr. Clark, &c. 


Le Clcrc’s Comment. Effay for a new tranflat. 

the 
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the magicians. 


They are celebrated in the Tal 


f Jochani and APamri, and the targum of fonatl 


firms them to have been Balaam’s Tons. 




The wa¬ 
ters turned 


pretend, that they were drowned in the Red iea with the isVijj 
tians, though others think that they were flain in Midian with 
their father. Many ehriftian writers have fuppofed that the! 
miracles of the magicians were only mere deceptions; yet the 
opinion of St. Aajlin that they were really effected, and that 
by the power of the devil, has been more univerfaily received 
to give the greater authority to thofe performed by Mofes, 
which they could not imitate. The feriptures of the Old and' 
New Tefhiment feem to att ibute fome luch power to evil (pi¬ 
nts; and according to tn-: m rural fenfe of the expreflions of! 
Mofes , the miracles they wrought were a real imitation nf hi. ! 


NiL 


into blood. j n g again the demand they had made for the departure of their 

brethren, as a farther fign that God had really fent them, they 
turned all the running and (landing waters of Egypt into blood, 
fo that the fi(h died, and the inhabitants were obliged to dig 
round about the river for frefli water to drink. But Pharaoh 
finding that his magicians did turn water into blood likewife, 
and fuppofing the thing on both Tides to be equally performed 
by magical (kill, was not convinced by the miracle, and fo 


The mi 
rack of 
irogs. 

D 


:he Ijraciiu 

Seven days after Mofes and Aaron came again to him, and 
threatned him, that if he did not let Ifrael go, they would 
bring a plague of frogs upon all the land ; and when the king 
paid no regard to their threatning, Aaron (tretc’ned his rod 
again over the waters, and immediately there came up abun¬ 
dance of frogs fo as to cover their whole land, and to fvvarm 
in their houfes, their chambers, and their beds, and the very 
places where their vi< 5 luals were dre fled. The magicians like¬ 
wife performing the fame. Pharaoh was not much influenced 
by this miracle. His magicians, however, not having power 
enough to remove the frogs, he was forced to have rccourfe fo 


Mofes for relief, promifing that 


Ij 


Fourth 


country were delivered from that odious vermin. Mofes agreed 
to his propofal, and next day, according to his defire, deltroy- 
ed all the frogs upon the land ; but fo great was their number, 
that when they were gathered into heaps, before they could 
well be difpofed of, they infected the air, and made the whole 
land (link. 

__ Pharaoh now refilling to fulfil his promife, Mofes , by God’s 

miracle of command, ordered Aaron to finite the dud with his rod, and 

the dud immediately became lice throughout all the land. 
Some think the dud was turned into gnats, which fmall inieet, 
they fay, is more common, and its ding more tormenting, 
Egypt than any where elfe : but our verlion deems more agree¬ 
able to the original, and to the generality of the antient ana 

modem tranfiations and expeditions. The maeicians, by Pha- 

raeb'i 


ice. 


ill 
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j[/ s order, attempted to imitate this miracle ; but their power 
king now retrained by a fuperior hand, they were not able 
to'accomplilh it, and acknowleged that the finger of God was 
evident in this miracle. 

Pharaoh neverthelefs {till continuing obftinate, Mofes next Fifth mi- 
brought iminenfe {‘warms of flies upon the Egyptians , none of racle of 
which, however, were found in the land of Gofhen. The bite flies, 
of thofe infedb, which* according to the Septuagint were the 
dog-fly, was fo venemous and painful, that the mifchief which 
they did to the Egyptians was intolerable, and forced the king 
to fend for Mofes and Aaron, and to tell them, that he would 
owe them leave to faciifice to their God within his own do¬ 
minions. This permiffion, they anlwered, they could not accept 
of without imminent danger of their lives, feeing they fhould 
be obliged to facrifice fuch creatures as the Egyptians worihip- 
ed who would therefore be ready to ftone them, as guilty of the 
moft horrid and abominable facrilege. The king, earneft to 
be rid of the plague, made a further conceflion, and even gave 
them leave to go a little way into the wildernefs; but no 
fooner were the flies removed, than he refufed to fulfil his 


promife. 


f Mofe 


all the cattle of the Egyptians, the greateft part of which died rain of 
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the next day, while thofe 
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This, however, not greatly affecting the king, the following 
plague was more perfonal, being a loathfome and painful boyl Boyls up- 
tvhich broke out upon man and be aft. Pharaoh , according to on men 
cuftom, had recourfe to his magicians; but they themfelves and beafts. 
being fmitten with boils, could not ftand before Mofes , who 
perceiving the king ftill inflexible, threatened him with a ftill 

more dreadful judgment. Some of the F 


gypiians 


f Mofe 


as he had foretold a dreadful ftorm of thunder and hail, they Hail 
brought all their cattle under {belter, by which means they llormsanu 
laved them. Pharaoh having defpifed this warning, the ftorm thunder, 
next day began with fuch fury, that the whole land was ai¬ 
med' deftroyed by it. I he lightning ran along the ground, 
and the rain and hail was fo impetuous, that all that was in 
the open fields was deftroyed ; men and beafts were killed, the 
trees were broke down, and the barley and flax, then almoll 
ripe, were totally deftroyed. The land of Gojoen , however, 
was wholly exempt from this dreadful judgment. In Egypt it 
was fo terrible and extraordinary, that Pharaoo , m a molt pe¬ 
nitent manner, acknowledged that he had finned, ana declare 

t . - « • r /• 7 • 1 __ L f\ s* ^ ^t ill 


caufe the thunders to ceafe. 


Mofe 


His repentance, however, was not fincere; for the ftorm 
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was no iooner ceafed, than he returned to ms old way; on 
which account Mofes threatned him with a plague or locum., 
which {hould eat up what the h. il had left undeftroyed. L he 
king paying little regard to this threatning, lome aoout^hirn 

4 
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liberty to reprefent to him, that it was full time t<s 
Hebrews , as the plagues that had already happened 
totallv ruined the nation. On this remonftrance 


Pharaoh at length confented to let them depart; but upon en¬ 
quiring of Mofes and Aaron who of them were to go and who 
to flay, he was fo highly provoked at their infilling up on 
taking with them their wives, children, cattle, and all that 
they had, that he could not forbear upbraiding them with their 
ill intentions; and having threatned them feverely, caufed them 

i .1 a /* i 71 JT f* - _ ^ ^ ! _. _ -1 i » 


Ninth to be thruft from his prefence. Mofe., , 
miracle of ftretched out his rod over all the land of 



/, and next day 


locufts. numerous fwarms of loculls came with an eaft wind, and eo- 

vering the whole land, did, in a little time, eat up every blade 
of graft, and everything that had efcaped the florm of hail. 
Pharaoh now made hafle to fend for Mofes, owned his fault, 
and begged for one reprieve more; but having obtained it, by 
means of a weft wind which blew all the loculls into the Red 


Great 

darknefs 

during 

three 

days. 


fea, he continued as inflexible as ever. 


:yp* 


Mofe 


exprefs it by a darknefs that may be felt. During 


days it 


ryptians 


its ufual day-light. The 


f Gofh 


not be removed by the common methods then ufed to fupply 
the abfence of the fun, and was heightened by the difmal out¬ 
cries of men, women, and children, caufed luch apprehenfions 
in the king and his fubje&s, that their confternation may be 

n exprefled. As foon, therefore, as 
light was reftored to them, the king fent for Mofes and Aaron , 
and told them, he was willing to grant their requeft, and that 
they might go with their wives and children, but required that 


much 


fhould 


fhould 


Mofe 


Pharaoh , in great indignation, caufed him to be thruft from 
his prefence, threatning him, that if he dared to come before 
him any more, it fhould certainly coft him his life. Such im¬ 
potent threatnings had nothing in them that could frighten a 
man like Mofes , 

At this laft interview, it is fuppofed, he fignified to the king, 
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God 

and cattle throughout 
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which fhould caufe fuch a dread 


and terror among all the Egyptians , that they fhould 


bended knees to him, and beg of him, in the moft fubmiifive 
terms, to lead the Ifraclites out of their country, while God 
would fhew fuch regard to the latter, that they fhould enjoy 
their ufual calmnefs and tranquillity, not a dog daring to 
open his mouth againft any one of them. 

The pafT- Mofes , upon concluding this laft predi&ion, retired to his peo- 

over infti- pie in the land of Go/hen , to direct them to prepare the pau- 
tuted. over, which was to be a feaft in commemoration of their deli¬ 
verance from Egytt , when the deftroying angel fhould pafs over 

their 
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t^eir houfes without doing them any harm, and (hould flay the 
0 born of the Egyptians. He alfo, at the fame time, defired 
them to borrow what jewels, fine raiment, and other pre¬ 
cious things, they could from their Egyptian neighbours, af- 
furing them from God, that they (hould find them very ready 

to accommodate them with the belt things they had. 

As to the inftitution of the paflover, the account which 
Wes has given us of it, is prefaced with a command from God, 
that that month, which was then the fixth in the year, accord¬ 
ing to the common or civil computation, (hould from thence¬ 
forth be the fil'd month in the year of the facred calendar; and 
that all the other feads of the year which were to be afterwards 
inftituted, (hould be regulated by that of the paffover, the ce¬ 
remonies and rites attending the celebration of which we have 
already related. The lamb or kid was to be a male, not above 
a year old, without any manner of blemilh; and when it was 
hilled, they were to catch its blood in a bafon, and fprinkle 
the lintel and fide-pods of the outer door with it, that the de- 
ilroying angel might leave their houfes untouched when he 
palled by to dedroy the fird born of Egypt, and to execute the 
divine vengeance on their gods, whether meaning their princes, 
who in the language of feripture are often called gods, or 
thole animals which that fuperditious nation worfhiped. The 
Ifraelites were dridtly to remember this glorious night, and to 
inliruft their children in the meaning of this inditution, that 
they might perpetuate the memory of it to future ages. 

The people, whom fo many dire judgments on the Egyptians The I/rae- 
had rendered more tractable, received the orders of Adojes with foes kill 
the utmod refpedl, and immediately prepared to execute them, the palf- 
The night which was to prove fo joyful to them, and fo fatal overac- 
to their enemies, being come, and God’s commands being punc- cording to 
tually obeyed, at midnight God, by his dedroying angel, (lew the direc- 
the hrd born of every houfe in Egypt, from the fird born of tion of 
the prince who lat on the throne, to the fird born of the im- Mofes. 
prifoned captive, and even to that of the meaned animal in The fird 
the land. This (laughter immediately occafioned a fudden out- born of 
cry and cOnfufion among the Egyptians, and Pharaoh, \n great the Egyp- 
terror, font diredtly for Adofes ancl Aaron , without waiting till tians (lain, 
morning, and defired him to get the people together with their 
flocks and herds, and all that belonged to them, and be gone. 

The Egyptians alfo were greatly terrified, and having given 
them freely their mod valuable elfiedls, were fo urgent to have The Ijrae- 
them gone, that they would not let them day fo much as to Hies are 
bake their bread, but obliged them to take the dough, raw as urged to 
it was, along with them, and bake it as well as they could upon depart. 

the road. 

The Ifraelites , therefore, leaving the Egyptians to mourn for 

and bury their dead, and laden with their fpoils, began their 

march from Ramefes on the 15th day of the fird month, under 

the conduct of Providence and of Adcfes , and having travelled 

about ten or twelve miles, dopped at Succotb and reviewed their 

company. 
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company, which confiftcd of 6 oo,qoo perfons, befides women 
and children, and an innumerable multitude of ftrangers who 
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their tribes and families, which was likewife the order in which 
they had been diredded to march ; and while the fenfe of their 
deliverance and God’s judgments were frefh in their minus, he 
was commanded to let them know, that when they came to 
Their firft b e fetded in the land of Canaan , the firft born, both of man 
born con- and beaft, fhould be fet apart and dedicated to him, in remem- 
fecratcd. brance of'God’s having fpared their firft born when he de- 

ftroyed the Egyptians. He did not neglect now to cany with 
him the bones of Jofcph , purfuant to the oath which that pa- 
triarch had exacted of their forefathers. The ‘Jews tell us, 
the coffin was placed in a fumptuous cart, and guarded by the 
tribes of Ephraim and Adanajfeh. T hey affirm alfo, that every 
tribe brought the bones of the heads of their family with them; 
which tradition, though not mentioned by Jofephits, yet leems 
alluded to by St. Stephen in his laid difeourfe to the Jews *. 

From Succctb, the neareft way to Canaan was certainly thro’ 
the country of the Pbill/lines; yet left the Ijra elites, who were 
unaccuftomed to war, fhould repent of their deliverance, in 
cafe of any oppofitior, and return into Egypt, God ordered 
'I ht -Y them to march to the coaft of the Red fea, towards Arabia 


cafe 


1 h °y them to march to the coaft of the Red fea, towards Arabia 
march to p e { r£a . p' Q r their greater encouragement and fecurity, he him- 
the Red f e ]f condefeended to conduft them, both in their marches and 
f ca - encampments, by the wonderful appearance of a cloud, which 

flraded them from the heat of the fun by day, and in the night¬ 
time became a pillar of fire, or a bright cloud, to fupply the 


fun’s abfence, and illuminate their camp. 


This miraculous 


and amazing cloud became their con {rant attendant during their 
forty years wandering in the wildernefs. Under this aufpi- 


aufpi- 


cious guide, proceeding from Succotb, they came to Etbam fitu- 
ated on the borders of the wildernefs of that name, where they 
encamped. 


They are Mean while the king of Egypt being informed that the Ifrae- 
purfuedby lltes were defigning entirely to leave Egypt, and were attempt- 
the £V v />- ing their efcape into the defarts of Arabia by the cape of the 
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mg tneir eicape into tne oeiarts ot Arabia ny tnc cape of the 
Red fea, immediately afiembled a powerful army together, 
with 600 of the choiceft chariots, befides all the chariots of 
war that could be found in Egypt , and purfued after them. 
God, however, inftead of fuftering the Ifraaitcs to march round 
the point of the Red fea, as they probably intended, ordered 
them to advance along the coafts of it until they came to P' l [R 
hiroth, which lies between Migdcl and the lea, over-againfr 
Baal Zephrcn, and to encamp before it. Here being quickly 
overtaken by Pharaoh and the Egyptian army, and perceiving 


Zi an 
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them* 


t 
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Jiemfelves hemmed in on every fide, with the fea in their front, 
huge mountains on their flank, and the Egyptian army in the 
rear, they began to defpair of any means "of efeape; and in- 
Jtead of having recourfe to that mighty arm that had fo vifibly 
llretched itfelf out in their favour, they clamoured againft Males 


into the wudernels to be mailacred. Mofes , however, being 
aoprized of God’s defign, inftcad of refenting their reproaches 
comforted them with the afturance that God himlelf would 
certainly fight for them, and that this would be the left time 
of their feeing the Egyptians. He then ordered them to de¬ 
camp and advance towards the fea fide, the miraculous cloud 
at the fame time removing from the front to the rear of the 


Ifra elites 


yptians 


camps from joining that night, and preventing the former from 
perceiving the march of the Ifraelites. Mcfcs , in the mean 
time, having by God’s command ftretched out his rod over the 
fea, a ftrong calf wind arofe, which blowing all night, divided 
the waters and made a paflage for the Ifraelites , the waves riling 
in heaps, and (binding as a wall on each fide of them. The 
Ifraelites advanced into the pafiage, and the cloud at the fame 
time removing from betwixt the two camps, the Egyptians , who 
perceived them withdrawing, purfued them without a " r hefi- 
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channel of the lea, unlefs we will fuppofe with Jofcpbus, that 
becaule they faw the Ifraelites march fafely through the fea, 
they vainly hoped they might do fo too. About break of day 
they began to difeover their error, their whole army being 


God 


being 


holt, according to ' Jofcpbus , by fierce winds and tempefts, forms 
of hail and rain, and terrible thunderings and lightnings, which 
the Pfalmift feems alfo to allude to*. ’The Egyptians begin¬ 
ning to find their chariots to go more and more heavily, and 

huvinp- fo mam/ indications of ( -rod’s fir 


4 * 

having fo many indications of God’s fighting agaimt them, wci e 
turning about and attempting to efcape; but all in vain; for 
the Ifraelites being now landed, IVlojcs again llrelchcd his rod 
over the fea, when immediately the roaring waves came rush¬ 
ing upon the Epyt>tians\ and overwhelmed them all. The Ifrae■■ 

i i i i ° • it .i r i 1. 




The Pel 

fea is di¬ 
vided. 


The Ifrae- 
lit a pais 
over, 


lites beholding with joy and allonilliment the careafes and rich 
lpoils of their enemies thrown upon the lea {bore, began to 


AEj 


and the 
Egyptians 
are drown- 


Some authors greatly leflen this wonderful deliverance of the 
Ifraelites , and allege, that Mofes, from his long acquaintance 
with the ebbings and flowings of the Red lea, took the op¬ 
portunity of a remarkable neap tide, and at low ebb led the 
Ifraelites along the Hi ore, and that the Egyptians, by. being too 
late, were drowned by the returning tide. 13 -ut this opinion 
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is manif 



antiquity verifying his account. Thole who have accuratelv i 

"'jus, that the water i 


examined 



tides of the Red 




of two millions of people. ir there had been no miraculous ■ 
divifion cf the waters, Mofcs would not probably have lifked I 
his re nutation in aflertinsr a ftuSt which ail the ifraedites were I 


rep 


Fhe H, 


lc-gcd the miniculoufnefs of the traniacfion ; aitd Diodorus Siculus ; 
informs us, that the Icbthyoph.^i, who inhabited along the ; 
coad of the Red fee, had a conlhmt tradition that the lea had < 
formerly been divided by a i Irony wind, and that the waves ] 
being parted into two heaps, the bottom, which was left naked, 
had appeared full of verdure* ; which tradition, doubtlefs, re-! 


fers to tills miracle. 


1 J 
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ioiyriov deliverance, coinpofcd a triiwmhiint hymn, iu which he extols 
luis fifii- the greatneih of God’s power, and hi:, amazing mercy towards 
ternee. }g s people difplavcd on fms orcahmi ; and having divided the 

//rtudiics into two grunt. choirs, he placed himfelf and his liro-' 
ihcr at the head of the men, and Ins fitter Mi nan, 

with a timbrel in her hand, at the head of the women ; they 
Amp; and played alternately, and in the height of their joy in¬ 
termixed dances. 

Five //; ui'i: 'w, nWwitlvfianding thefe folemn acknowledge- 

iverer, had icarce 
will ernefs ci 


r 
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incurs of the»r gratitude to their ;dmighty delive: 

travelled three day;, from the /:■•■•/ tea into the 

Sb before their everftive ihirlc and want of water Ailed tnem 

with dUcomrnt anti it Jition. Finding water at M.arab , which 

v could not drink on account of its bitternefs, they :m- 


t * 1 t 

t , i V 


patiently murmured againn Ab-jr:, who a-'drefiing himielf to 
God in the hum Weft manner, was direcicd by him to a tree, 
the wood of which, whether by any intriniic virtue, or by a 
new miracle, fwcetcneb the wafers as loon as he had calt it 
in. In memory of the bitter waters, the place was called ipk- 
rah ; from whence th v went and encamped at iihm, whore 
they found twelve fountains or water, and ieventy palm trees. 

Three weeks after i’iicv marched Irani I, bin towards trie vvn- 
d erne is of Sin, by vrhieh route they removed lidl farther Iron! 
the frontiers of the p run died land ; but as they were directed 
by the miraculous id Aar, they v. ere forced to follow whither- 
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jbever that went. Here the provisions becoming exceeding and for 

force, they began to murmur more violently than ever, re- want of 

L " ’ ' their hearts that they had fuffered themfelvcs to roviiions. 

* . * 

the land f 


n -in-r from their hearts t hat they had luttereu themh 
be iccoyeil from the plenty they had enjoyed in the 

into a wild barren v/.tfie, where they could exp 
.Ci'.h’nut to die with hunger. This tumultuous behaviour, 

. « * n i . t i ’...r if _^ i. _ • t 


ct nr> 


v;hich feerned levelled at God himfeif, inet, however, with 
reproof than a gracious promife to fupply them with -fi 
r’G Heaven. This accordingly quickly came to pals; 


no 
food 


came to pais ; for They are 



buds annually fly out of Egypt acrofs the Red fea in valt quan- quails, 
tides about the middle of April ^ but their failing round the 
tents of the Ifraclltes , mull dill be looked upon as a miraculous 


E^irly next morning alfo, as foon as the dew was gone, a 
little white round thing, refembling a fmall hoary frod, covered 

of the earth, which when the people law, they were 

’ ' and faid one to another, Manhv.a, and with 


the fa 


nr'■» 


ilmck with iidrnirutton^ i«»u \m\* ^ 
rhich firniilcs what is this , and not as our tranflation renders manna. 


it, it is manna. 


The 


their language, alio iigni- 

j;* t* id -- - , ^ ^ ' O 

fes meat ready prepared ; and not knowing what name to give 
it, they ever after called it man, and not manna, according to 
our tranflation*. For a memorial of this miraculous bread, 
Msh was ordered to preferve an homer full, or about three pints 
and an half of our mcafure, in a vciToi to be afterwards depo¬ 
sed in the ark of the covenant, and to be preferved as a wit- 

iiefs to future ages ; which was accordingly done by his OiO- 
a- As this was the bread they were to eat for the 

r Q 0( ] Turnv: therefore oleafed to srive then: 


thei: Aaron. 


fpcciai directions concerning it- It was to ne gatucieu ireia 
every morning, by meafure an homer 101 e*. ci y hc^u, Av.v.oiu- 
ing to the number of each family, and all consumed ate mme 
day; but on the fixth day was to be proviuoa a double qu.-ti:- 
tity, becaufenonc would fall on the feventh uay, which was !U- 
tervvards to be kept holy. The trite of the cakes mat were 

f ft refembled that of wafers made witn noney, o. vn.i 
....... Some of the people, from what motive m uncer- 

tain, venturing to keep a part of it, form- it ne.u mo. mug 
ftinking and crawling with worms : but turn. Wiiicn was ga- 


msae o 

frill oil. 



and in an outrageous . _ 

and even feemed inclined to ftone him. 
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manner they murmured again il A^cjf 7 ^ 

Having in vain en- 



Eflay for a new tranflation, and Shuck ford's Connaft. v 0 * • < u ‘ 
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ncavoured to appeafo them, and fearing; they would afiault 
him, he had recouri'e to God, who was foon pleafed to dis¬ 
pute his fears, by promifmg to fignalize that place by a mira¬ 
culous fupply ot water, as he had ctone another by a miracu¬ 
lous i'uppiy ot food. Alojes , therefore, taking the eiders oi 
the people along with him to mount Honk, in their prefence 
imote a certain rock, diilinguifhcd horn the reft by the divine 
appearance refling upon it; and no fooner had he Imitten it 


miracle. 


Horeb hv a with his rod, but water gullied out at feveral places, and join- 

ing in one common ftream, ran down to the camp at Rcpki- 
ilim. This water is fuppofed by fome to have fupplied the 
Jfraeiites not only in their encampment at Rephidim, but even 
ni their other encampments as far as Kadcjh-barnca , where 
we find the people again murmured for want of water. St. 
Paul applying this miraculous rock to Chrift, fays, that it fol¬ 
lowed them ; from thence fome have imagined, that either the 
waters which gullied out ot it formed themfclves into a kind 
of river which followed them through all their encampment*, 

or that they carried the rock in a cart. But had any of theie 

would have been no need of uniting 

that rock in another place, as Ivlojcs afterwards did for the 
lame purpofe, nor of digging wells for water foon after this 
lull miracle. What we learn of certainty from modern tra¬ 
vellers is, that at the foot of mount JAorch is ftill to be leena 
brook of water; but as for the rock itfelf, there is no water 
that now runs from it, though there are at prefent to be feen 
twelve holes or mouths from whence the water formerly 


been 


the 


cafe, th 


ere 


flowed *. 
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While the JfracUies continued in this ftation, they were 
fuddcnly affauhed by the Amah kites. Mifcs, to guard againft 
a fecond afiault, ordered ' Jcjbua , a valiant young man who w 
always about him, to draw out a party of the choiceft men 
in the camp, and next morning to give the Amalekites battle, 
whilft himfelf fhould go to an eminence to entreat God for h:s 


[ 
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fuccefs. Next day, daring the battle, God was pleafed to have 
a Angular regard to his intcrccffion; for whilft he held his 
hands up, Jojhua prevailed, and when he, through wearinels, 
let them down, A/naick got the advantage. At length they 
grew fo heavy, that Aaron and Hur were forced to ftay them 
up on each fide until the going down ot the fun, in which time 
the Amah Kites were quite routed and put to the fword. This 
action was fo very remarkable, that to tranlmit it to pofterin, 
A'Lja v. as ordered to record it in a book, and to vow a kit¬ 
ing war againft the Amalekites , till their very remembrance wsi 

•lllb. ucon the foot, railed an aku 


i •. t \ * • • 


blotted out. 


to God, he called it 


3 


my banner) tc 


intimate, that God, who had made them denounce this v/e 
asr.aoft Amulek^ would not fail to crown it with fuccefs. 
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The defeat 
on nt Sinai, 


in 


th 


lira elites to 


nouni i 

far from 


God 


t appeared to M'J 
Jethro. This hoi 


7/ipporah , and her two ions Gnj 
.th them to the camp to Mofes. 


r the Jiraelites , 

• . /? ... i 7'; * 


f Y/>.**? 

cor,it < co 


After their 

id of IJracly 


f r • 


Jethro obierving with what patience his ion-in-law ftood 
hear the peoples complaints from morning to night, and fear¬ 
ing left he mould in time Jink under it, gave him that excel- 
lent advice of choofing a competent number of elders, who 
would help him to bear fuch a part of the burden as would 

• m t ^ 1 « - 


eakd himleJt ot a great load of care by nominating interior 
bulges, proceeded to the wildeniefs of Sinai , and encamped at The !i- 
the bottom of the mountain, which happened in the beginning r.nlitrs m- 
oif the third month after their departure out of Egypt. ramp near 

They had not been long in this fi at ion, before God called Tv/:/ 

}frfe! to come up to him on the mount, and there charged him 
to remind the Ifra elites of the many wonders he had wrought 
in their favour, and to allure them, that if they would become 
obedient to his laws, he would itill look upon them as his pe¬ 
culiar people, a favourite nation, and a royal priefthood. A'hfr: 
having reported this gracious meiiage to the elders and the peo¬ 
ple, they promiled in return all poftible obedience to the divine 

i 1 iitm .i • i* TSyr r • r 11.1 


command. With this anJ’wer Mofi 


tain, and received a command from God, that all the people 
ihould purify themfelves and be in rt-adinefs again ft the third 
day, for that within three days he would come down upon the 
mountain, and make a covenant with them. In the mean time 
he gave him ft riot charge to fet boundaries about the foot oi 
the mountain, which none might adventure to pafs under the 
fevereft penalties. The figtv.d tor the people to approach the 
mountain, was upon the licit founding of the miraculous trumpet. 
Accordingly, on the third day, the people having prepared 
themfelves according to the divine injunction, and being in the 
utmoft expectation of this wonderful light, they law, by break 
of day, the mountain furrounded with the thickcft cloud, out 
or which proceeded fuch dreadful thunders and lightnings, as 
filled them with amazement and terror. I he found ot the 


MoJ 


out of the camp 


as near to the mountain as the barrier would permit, and there 
they ohferved the whole top of Sinai covered with fire and 


tncy ohierveu the whole top or o mat covereu wicn me ana 
finoice, while the foundations of it feemed to tremble and {hake 

wider them. Jn the midft of this dreadful feene the trumpet 

was heard to found louder and louder, and loon alter the thun¬ 
ders and trumpets ceafed ; and then God was heard from the Thcdcca 
midft of tlie fire and fmoke, which continued all the while, tologaede- 
Prenounce the ten principal commands or laws whicn were to uvered. 
T;(he foundation of all the reft, and of wind? we have ai- 
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flic dcca- 
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laws 
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ready given an account. The people, in the mean time, 
aitonifheci at what they faw and heard, removed farther off, 
and as loon as the divine voice had coaled 1 peaking, they came 
to fi'Iofes, and in the height of their fear and furprize, befought ! 
him that he would for the future (peak to them in God’s Head, ; 
left if they fhoukl hear his dreadful voice again, they Should I 
die with horror and amazement. Moles highly commending 
the av/e and regard which they expreffi d, went up again to the : 
mountain, wiiere for that time God was pleafed to deliver feve- ' 
ral other laws, both ceremonial and political, which we have 
given an account of in the beginning of the hi (lory of this peo¬ 
ple, and which plainly appear to have been calculated with a 
wife deiign of preferring tire people in their obedience to God, 
to prevent their intermixture with other nations, and to ad¬ 
vance the welfare of the commonwealth by fecuring to ail the 
members of it a quiet enjoyment of their lives and properties. 
As we have already given an account of their inftitutions, to 
prevent repetitions we final! avoid following the divine hiftorian 
too clofe in all the intercourses which he had with God, in 
which the obicrvance of the fame laws is inculcated over and 

The reader will find fuff.cient occalion for the fo fre- 


cver. 


quent rep..tition of them at their firfl delivery, fince it will ap¬ 
pear by the fequel, that neither that nor the frequent pimifh- 
rnents that ixTl them, proved fuiiicicr.t to bend their ftubborn 
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necks, or 


proved 

to cure them of their intractable difpofition. 


th 


main part of the laws was given to Mojes in the mount, 


yet Unrv were not ail delivered then 
of 


» • 

° 5 


f-U » 1 

cllv. 


for after the lotting up 
tabernacle, God was pleated to appear, and to deliver 
his oracles to him from thence; and they were by him com- 

in which he received 


m it ted to writing in the fame order 
them. 


1 J.v vJ * ^ 
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Immediately after this fufl foie inn promulgation of the law, 


v\ ecji 


C 


v! 


returning from the mount, creeled an altar to God, and 
off’ cd bin r-t !ac r i£ces and peace offerings upon it ; and having 


vi.'v 
v i \ 


1 


y : v l 0 


r # 

4 • t 

1 


sided the contents of the new covenant to be read to all the 

and exacted a foiemn promife from tlicm that they 


. n »c 


* - * 


^•44 


c-;. 


W 


vn 


• ouiu keep it faithfully, he ratified it by fprinkling the altar, 
the book, and the people, with the blood of the victims, and 
then ordered twelve pillars to be raifed, one for each tribe, as 
a dvunkng monument of this alliance between God and them. 
Ar. icon as /titliS had made an end of this ceremony, he took 

and yli'icii , and le verity of the ciders of Jjirtt/. iorrw 
: way towards the mountain, where they v/eic 
a profiteer of the divine prefence. Moles having 
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to them, took 'f r jhu: 

mountain with him, where he continued for the 


of the peopl 


iua 


n 


orty oays 

tables of if one, v/1 


d- 


Hcre it v/as that God gave him the two 

""■■von were written the ten commandments 


by 


tbe ' 


linger, mat 

iland it, and indt" 1 


> 
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i' 




as the 


generality of expofitors undcr- 
criginal doth properly imply, lwtne 


inimccnaw 
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^mediate command and direction of God himfelf(A), toge- 
Aer with the whole plan of the Jewi/h religion, of the tabcr- 
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and feveral other 
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pjlcsnd all the utcnfils belonging to 

lavs concerning the priefts, levites, and laity. The two chief 
builders of the tabernacle, namely, B exalt? cl of the tribe of 
jutkh, and Akoliab of the tribe of Dm, were now alfo named. 

While Males was convcrfing with God in the mount, the 
people in the camp, by reafon of his long abfcnce, began now 
togive him over for loft; and altembling them (elves m a rio¬ 
tous manner about Aaron ’s tent, demanded of him to make 
them fome gods to go before them. The demand was afto- Th„ 
niihing; but fuch was his weak nets and want of courage, that nftft.'hY 

. n -.c _4.k« 4.1- J’_ °. 1 1 * 


e neo- 



quantity of their golden ornaments, lie tied them up in • 

(for fo ought the words, *• he fafhioned it with a graving tool', 
to be rendered *) and got them caft into a molten calf, which 



thaJr'TW, in excufe for Aaron , fay, was made by fome Egyj >- 
pans who had followed them from Egypt* and fir ft prompted 
the people to a fit for fuch gods. His conduct, however, is 

inexcufuble j for we find him even continuing to pro¬ 
mote their idolatry. He let up the idol upon a pedefl.nl in full 
light of the camp, built an altar before it, and appointed the 
next day for a folemn feftival, wb.ich was begun with offering 
Peri fees to the idol, and concluded with feafting and dancing, 
and all kinds of noify mirth, as was ufual with the Egyptians 
upon finding their god Apis. 

In the mean time God, who faw tire abominable defection 
of the lira elites, informed Mofes of it, and threatned utterly 

A /A ** m A 1 ' ^ 1 • • 71 /r 4 * 


to tlrftroy them, and to make of him a great nation. MoJ'cs , 
however, was fo far from fee-king his own intereft in their de- 
ftniftion, that he interceded for their pardon in a moft pathe¬ 
tic manner ; and having obtained a kind of promife of it, he 
took the tables, and hisYcrvant JtJbua with him, and fo haften- Observing 
ec! down from the mount. As icon as he drew near the camp, theft de- 
and faw the caufe of their fir outing, which he had heard at a feCiion, he 

confidcrable diftance, his concern was fo great, that he threw breaks the 

two tables. 


: Effiiy for a new tranflation. 


■-'- l ' have 


(a'i Some commentators < 
indeed furpofed, that God him- 


words cf the covenant upon the 
__ fecond tables as they had been 

flit, or an angel, wrote the pie- written in the fir ft ; yet in Deu- 
espts of the decalogue on the lirft terouoviy he lays, God wrote on 
tables ; vet we think it is mere the fecond tables according to the 

b v writings of the firft, the ten com- 

'iljcs under the immediate direc- mandnv. nts ; which two texts, we. 
tion cf Gcd. Mofes fays, that think, may ferve as a commen- 


.h.iti 1 ' 



they were written 


vocl comroaadcd him to write the tavy to the & exprdiion. 
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He goes 

c 
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the two tables from him and brake them. He then pulled down 
the idol, reduced it to powder, and mixing the powder in 
water, made all the people drink of it. Next he upbraided 
the ftrongeft terms, his pufdlanimous brother, whofe only 
excufe was the mutinous and impetuous difpofition of the 
people, who compelled him to aflfent to them propofal. R C - 
folving, however, to take vengeance on the idolaters, he called 
aloud, Who is on the Lord’s fide ? and finding that the fans of 

T - . ' • • 


f -- 

evi immediately joined him, he commanded them to gird on 
their 'words, and to go and ilay all indifferently whom they 
found ftiil at that idolatrous fealt, without regard to age, qua¬ 
lity, kindred, friendmip or acquaintance. Tlrefe went forth 

e prelence of Mcjes^ and flew about 3000 delinquents, 
hey found Hill itraggling about in the midft of their 


from th 
whom they 
mirth. 

In .the mean time the people who were wit nolle r, of this 
dreadful example on the delinquents, were not in a little fear 

n, however, contenting himfelf with 
.ngratitude and extreme folly, went up 
again to the mount, and interceded fo powerfully for them, 
that he at length obtained not only their pardon, 1 
al of God’s former promile of bringing them i 
of Canaan under the conduct of his angel. 



J - - 3 

but a renew- 
into the land 



liar (to let them fee that God 
longer dwell among them) immediately repaired. Adcf 
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*0 


he wanted to coniuit the divine oracle, likewife reforted 
♦her. 

Not long after, God, to comfort and 
all the fatigues that he endured with an obfiinate people, was 
picafed, at his requeft, to grant him a fight of his glory; that 
is, as the context explains it, a fight of that angel, or rather 
divine condu&or, under whole direction and care they were 
to go and conquer the holy land. From fome expreflions that 
Mops ufes in his relation of this event, he has been accufedof 



lent 


my 

Moles , by Go 


7 ‘ 


ivine nature j but this 
els acctilation, to thole 
s he gives a] molt every 
1 Godhead, and what 
0111 making any repre- 


the mount, with other two tables like thofe which he had 


r - 

broken, and received fome further inftruction: 


God. Af¬ 


ter continuing forty days and forty nights, he came down 
again to the people, who were greatly amazed to obferve )us 
face fhine with fuch a glorious lufire, that they could not fled* 

efl him to cover it with a veil 

whent vfi 
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pillar of the cloud covered and quite filled it. Aaron and his 


whenever he fpolce with them. Having brought down with 
|,j m the ten commandments written on the two tables, he 
railed the people together, and communicated to them the in- 
Illusions he had received concerning the building of the ta¬ 
bernacle, exhorting them at the lame time to bring in their 
fevcral offerings to that purpofe. This they did in luch abun¬ 
dance, that he thought it convenient, by a public proclama¬ 
tion, to reft rain their farther liberality. By the ardor of the 
people, and the diligence of Bezalcel and Aholiab , the two'chief 
artifts, the tabernacle, and all its rich furniture, were finished 
in lei's than fix months after; and when it was fet up, the 

« 1 « % 1 fl /%«« • « M * ' M 

Aaron 

ions, foon after folemnly confecrated priefts, began to offer confecrat 
up all kinds of facrifices upon the new altar according to the e d high 
law of Mofes , God, as a token of his acceptance, fending down piielf. 
lire from heaven, which confirmed the burnt offerings. 

The fire thus miraeuloufly kindled, as we before obferved, 
was to be kept perpetually burning, and no other avas to be 
ufed in all the oblations made to God. Nadab and Abiha , 
however, two fons of Aaron , unmindful of this command, 
took common fire in their centers, and entering the tabernacle, 
began to offer incenfe ; but their rafhnefs and preemption fo 
offended God, that he immediately ftruck them dead with 
lightning. They were immediately carried out of the camp, 
and buried without any mourning or funeral pomp. 

Not long after the pillar of the cloud gave the fignal to de¬ 
camp from mount Sinai, and the IjraeUtes accordingly marched 
into the wildernefs ; but they had not matched three days be- There¬ 
fore they began to complain of the wearinefs of their journey, hellion at 
and to murmur ngainff God ; which provoked him to fend Taker ah. 
and deftroy the loLerers, and fuch as were found in the ex¬ 
treme parts of the camp *. Though upon the intercefnon of 
Mofes the fire ccafed, the place ncvcrthelefs obtained the name 
of Taber ab, which fig nines burning. 

This frefh in fiance of the people’s ftubbornnefs, made 
apprehenfive, that the burden of government would ilill prove 
too heavy for him ; and therefore applying himlelf to God, 

ie choice of feventy of the 



i 1 


by his immediate diredfion he 

chief of the elders of the people, to whom he imparted a por¬ 
tion of his fpirit, and erected them into a fupreme court, that 
they might bear their fliare of the burden with him. In the 
mean while, a mixed multitude of the dregs of Egypt, and other murmur 


nations who had followed the Ifraciiies hitherto, began to mur- for want 
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A new 


mur at the manna they had fo long eat, and to regret the 
flelh-pots of Egypt they had parted with, and foon infedled 
the whole camp with a longing after fomc better food. 1 heir 
unreafonable murmuring greatly diipleafed God, who 
thelefs promifed to fend them flefti fufficient to ferve them thirty 


of 



never- 


* I.e Clerc’s Commentary. 
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days, till it fhould become as loathfome to them as the manna 
was. He accordingly ctiufed a ftrong fouth wind to a rife 
which brought from the Red fea fuch infinite Hocks of ninih 

• i • V r . i_ . _ 111.1 i 1 ‘ 



finote a great number of them with a fore difeafe, \vhich 
carried them off with the meat, as it were, in their mouths. 

In memory of this feverc punifhmcnt for their unreafonablc 

luft, the place was called Kibroth-Hatavah , or the fepulchrcs 
of concupiicencc. 

From this place the people took their journey to Hazeroth , 
and after fcveral encampments came at length to Kadrfo-harnca 
Twelve on the frontiers of Canaan. Here Adcj'es was commanded to ! 
fpies fent to chufe twelve fit men, one out of each tribe, among whom 
to view were 'JoJbua and Caleb , and to fend them to take a view of the 
the land, country, to examine the ftrength of its cities and inhabitants, 

the nature and fertility of its Toil, and the like.- Thcfe fpies 
finifhed their pregrefs in forty days, and in their return, pal¬ 
ling through the valley of EJhcol , or of Grapes, they cut down a 
branch of a vine with but one clufter upon it, which they hung 
upon a pole, and carried between two mens fhoulders. They 


alfo brought with them fnecimens of the other fruits 


of th 


r\ 


land, which they extolled for its richnefs and fertility; but 
Ten of ten of them reprefented it as a thing impofiible to make a con- 
them quell of the country, on account of the ftrength of its forth 

brinc an ned towns, and the valour and gigantic feature of the inhabi- 


ill report, tants. Jojhua and Caleb , on the other hand, zealoufiy endca- 
and cauie voured to infpire the people with confidence ; but all in vain; 
an infur- 


for 


the daftardly account of the other ten had fo taken pof- 
rection. feilion of them, and infatuated them, that the whole camp was 

filled with murmuring and {'edition ; and they appointed thorn- 
fclvc 


-s 


a captain to lead them back into Egypt , never reflecting 
that in all probability this enterprise was more impracticable 


than the other * 


Their 


madnefs 


however, was in Ionic 


measure quelled by the hidden appearance of the glory ot 
God in the cloud which covered the tabernacle, from whence 
God was heard to (peak to Mofcs in fuch threatning terms, as 
gave them caufc to dread fotr.e terrible judgment as the re- 
/11 above wanl of their rebellion and ingratitude. 


twenty 
rears of 

avedcom- ; 


t\d to die? 


in the veil 


Mofcs , as at other 

times, again interceded for them with great earneftnefs, and 
dl l in feme meafure avert the divine vengeance; but as their 
ingratitude and infidelity were become infttfierable, notwith- 

a 11 God’s miraculous deliverances, he folemnly de- 


ltunumg 


cic j nc -S 


- clarcd, nrr-.t none of that generation above twenty years cf age, 
except jtjkua and Caleb , ibould enter into the promifed land, 
but should wander from place to place in the vvildcrnc's for the 




* Numb. xiv. Nchem. xi. 17. 
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foacc of 40 years. As for the falfe fpies, they were immediately 
V all cut off by a fudden death. 

“The people, alarmed and fhamed by the dreadful fentence of 

gdufion from the promifed land, next morning prefented them- 

(• e lves before Mofcs ready armed, and offered to go upon thecon- 
nueft. He endeavoured to diffuade them from fo rafh an enter- 
1w telling- them it was contrary to God’s command, and 
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fed no weight with them ; and _ notwithftanding Mofes conti¬ 
nued in the camp, and the ark of the covenant went not with 
them, they marched out to the top of the mountains, where 
they were furprized and defeated with great daughter by the 
hakkites and Canaamtes , who purfued them as far 


as 


Htnnab. 


God 


their warlike expeditions, laid afide the thoughts of attempting 
the conqueft of the land ; and accordingly followed the dire£t- 
cloud back into the wildernefs, where they continued mov- 


mg 


ingfrom place to place during 39 years *. Their encampment 
from this time, we may oblerve, were much longer than for¬ 


mer 


Egyp 


Kadcfj. 


-^ uy i ' t p . # . f r i 

their entering into Canaan \ during all which time, inch was God’s 


of God 


particularly their wonderful 


Ihoes, continued whole, and their feet unhurt, if at any time ca- 
the people relapfed into their ufual murmurs and rebellions, them, 
their punifhment followed fociofe, fo feverely, and fo uni ver filly, 
that they were quickly made fenfible of the error of their dif- 


they were quickly 

obedience. We find them very zealous in the cale ot the iab- 
bath-breaker, who being confined by Mofes*s order, was fen- 
tenccd to be (toned to death, by a poji-fa£l latv. 

Soon after the people had retreated back into the wildernefs, Korab's 
a dangerous conlpiracy was hatched againft Mofes by one of grand r 
the chiefs of the tribe of Levi, and countenanced by fome of bellion. 
the molt confiderable men in the whole camp. Kora/?, the 
great-grandfon of Levi by his father Jabar, and confequcntly 
one of°1the heads of that tribe, impatient to behold Aaron and his 
family railed to the high priefthoou, was always caballing againft 
him, until he had drawn a confiderable number of eminent per- 
fons into his intcreft. That he might ferve his own purpolcs, 
he like wife propofed to (trip Tvlojes of the lupreme autnority \ 
and obfervine the fame fiuSiious fpii'it in others, he found means 
to 
bu 



num 
F 


upon the liberties of the people, in engrofting. all 
into their o wn hands, and making needlefs diftin&ions of holy 


power 


*■ Amid, Uiher. Cub an, mund. 2,13. 


and 
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and unholy, {being the Lord was among all the congregation 
and every one of them was holy. Mofes finding them obfti! 
nacely fixed in their fedition, after declaring his own upright 
intentions, delired that the decifion of the matters in difpute 
might be left to God. Accordingly, next morning Korab and 


his company, to the number of 250, appeared at the taher- 


The 

ci re ad ful 

punifii- 

ir.cn t of 


the re! 



very fatal to them, and glorious for M»fes and Aaron ; tor the! 

2}c, who had impiously }u .-finned to offer incenfe, were inftantlvl 

{truck dead by fire from God, and the earth clave afunder, and 
. fwailoY/cd up Durban and Abiram, and all that appertained unto 

lies, and all their fubftance, Mofes having 
role who were not concerned in the rebel- 


A new in- 


fhem, all their rami 
ireviouily warned tl 
ion to feparate themfelves from them. 
So ternbl 


a puniihment, one would think, might have ban 
furrettion fufficient, for tome time at leaft, to have kept the Ifraelita 

within the bounds of their obedience ; but next morning, be- 


againlc 

Mojh. 


ing recovered from their fidelity thev beean 
and to accufe Moles and Aaron of havine m 


inliantly fending a plague among them, Mofes 
Aaron in all haffe to take incenfe in his cer 


to murmur afreflj, 
murdered the people 
of the Lord, as they called that'(editions crew, and aflembled 
againff them in a feditious manner. The glory of the Lord fud- 
denly appearing at the tabernacle, flayed their fury. God at the 
fame time threatningto dertroy the congregation in a moment,and 

defired his brother 
enfer, and make at- 
tenement for the people. But before Aaron could get be¬ 
tween the dead and the living, the plague had raged fo vio¬ 
lently, that no lefs than 14,700 perfons, befides thofe who pe- 
riflied in the fedition of Korab , were carried off by it. 

This was enough, in all reafon, to have cftabliihed the civil 
and ecclefiaftic authority in the hands of Mofes and Aaron. God, 
however, wa; pleafed to confirm the claim A. Aaron by another 
miracle. Aaron , and the heads of all the tribes, were ordered 
to bring almond rods, with their names written upon them; 
and thefe being depofited, according to command, in the taber¬ 
nacle till next morning, Aarons rod alone was then found no! 
only to have budded but bloffomed, and likewife to have brought 
forth ripe almonds. In memory of this remarkable decihon. 
Mofes was ordered to lay it up in the ark, as a {landing monu¬ 
ment of their rebellion; and all but the fons of Aaron were ex¬ 
prefly prohibited from prefuming to come into the tabernacle 
tinder pain of death. 


After this folemn eflablilhment of the high-prieft’s office i; 
Aaron and his family, the Ifraeliics moved about, for 38 years 
from place to place in the deferts of Arabia, until God, b 
Shortening the period of human life, had taken away all the re 
bell ions generation. During the remainder of their pereg'" 
idoVries nation from the laft-mentioned rebellion, they were guilty '■ 
no: men- many more murmuring* and idolatries than A A fa has thoagr 
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proper to record, which are ncverthelefs mentioned, with no tinned by 
L a ll ieverity, by other mfpired writers *. 


ties* 


nto the Hal v Land. 
fl ow drew near, they advanced towards Kadcjh in the wiidernefs 

of and made an attempt to enter Lanaim ; but were re* 1 

lulled, with confiderable lofs, by Arad , a Canaanitif kin 

Having then vowed all the cities of Arad to dell ruction, they 

foon after made a fecond puih, in which they defeated the king’s 

2r mv, and facked feme of his towns 

iUa Mr - - 




her age, was buried with 


do! 


g m the 15 3d year of 
1 lamented hy ihe If 
In this encampment 


uulites for the (pace of a whole month. 

the people again impatiently murmuring fc.. _ v »«^., UU u 

ordered Mofes to fupply them, by fpeaking to a certain rock ; 
but lie, thro’impatience or diffidence, deviating fome way or 
other from his inftru&ions, fo offended God, that both he and 
his brother, who doubtlefs fhared in the offence, were excluded 
from entering into the promifed land. 

From Kadcfh-barnea the IfraelU.es proceeded to mount Her, 
the Edomites having refuled to allow them a paffage thro’ their 


territories by the l'outh end of the Dead Sea. 


Mofe 


•on s 


God’s command, took Aaron and his fon E/eazar to the top of death, 
the mountain, and ftrippingthe father of his prieftly robes, put 
them upon his fon j which was no fooner done, than Aaron died 
on the top of the mount: and his death being publifhed in the 
camp, the Ifraclites mourned for him 30 days. 

Soon after the days of mourning were over, they went and 
encamped at Zahncnah , where the Ifraelites , tired with the 
length of their journey and the barrennefs of the country, again 


began to murmur 


*\ 


Moft 


large fwarms of fiery flying ferpents among them. However, 
after the death of feveral of the rebellious people, and upon the 
humiliation of the reft, Mofes was commanded to caff a brazen 
ferpent of the fame fize and figure with thole that infefted them, 
and to fix it on a pole upon fome eminent ground, that as many 
as were bitten by the ferpents might look up to the brazen one, 
and be healed. 


* See Amos v. 26. Ezek. & Pfalm. paGim. Ads v i. 43. 


became tributaries to them; but 
if they refilled their oner, they 


(a) The Jenrs have a tradition, 
founded on an exprefs text in 
Dc deynncmy (chap. xx. 10.) that were then to be vowed to deflrnc- 
t!ie ]j aehtes were obliged to fend tion. The Giieomtes. they fay, in 


an herald to offer a peace in their 
name to every city and people 
before they attempted to conquer 
them by the {"won!; and that in 


common with the other Caraaa- 
itrs, had rejeded the fir.‘I offer of 
peace, which obliged them to fue 
lor it afterwards in a cralt, ma.u- 


¥ -r 

Viife thev ucccrtcd it, iVv only rrv 

* ± • • 


4 


* • a ’ s . C-.i.sym & 


The 



35 ° 


A GENERAL HISTORY 


The Ifraelitcs made feveral other encampments between the 
countries of Edom, Moab , and Ammon, and encamped near fe¬ 
veral of their towns, without committing any hoftilities againft 
them, as they were prohibited by God to difturb them in their 
poiTcflions. Arriving at the land of the Amorites , Mofes font 
mbafladors to Sibon their king, demanding a peaeeabl 
Sibon and fage thro’ his territories. 

Og con- let them pafs upon any terms 

quered 
and ilain. 


ai 




That prince, however, refilling 


naf- 


lo 


and venturing to oppofe than in 


the field, was totally overthrown by them, and his fubjedfi 
men, women, and children, all put to the fword by the con¬ 
querors, who took polleffioii of the country. Soon after, in 
die fame year, Og king of Bajhan , attempting in like manner 
to obfirudt their paifage, underwent the fame fate, as we have 
already related in the hiftory of the Canaamtes. 

-r-» 11 . i .* r ' rr* .i r r 


j j 

cn 


Encouraged by thefe fuccefies, the 1 fra elites advanced towards 
rdan, and encamped in the plains of Moab. While they jay 
camped in that place, Balak. king of Moab, as we have for- 


Bah- k 

fends for 
Balaam. 

mcrly related, hired Balaam to curie them 3 but that device 
The peo- not fuccecding, he afterwards, in conjunction with_thc Mtdian- 
pie in¬ 
duced by 


ites, enticed them to commit whoredom with the Moabiiijh and 
Midianitijh women, and to worth ip their idol Baal Poor, which 
the Midi- provoked God to fend a plague among them, which carried off 
unites into about 23,000 of the offenders. This fevere punifhment not 
idolatry, having put an effectual flop to their folly and difobediencc, God 

commanded Mofes to eredb a court of judicature, confining of 
the heads of all the families, and to try at 
been guilty of this whoredom and idolatry, without reibedt to 

/• • ^ 1*1 1 a 1 • n _ • • l ii 


id hang ail that had 


friendfhip or kindred. 


According to 


our tranflation, indeed, 


Mofes was ordered to take all the heads of the people, and to 
hang them up before the Lord againft the fun : but the Samari¬ 
tan copy, the Jenfalcni targum, moff of the ancient tranfla- 
tions, and feveral later commentators of great note, have 
made the word them in our tranflation refer to the idolaters, 
whom, in the following verfe, the judges of If rad , that is, the 
heads of the families above-mentioned, are ordered to try 
and condemn. In this manner about loco more 


death 


* 


were put to 


The people, now fenfible of their fault, were bewailing their 
folly at the door of the tabernacle, when one of the chiefs of 
the tribe of Simeon, named Ximri, boldly brought a young Mi¬ 
dianitijh princefs into the camp, and in fight of the whole con- 
grenation was leadin'? her into Ins tent. Phtneas , the fort of 
the high-pricfl, fired with an holy zeal, followed them with a 
javelin in his hand into the very tent, where, in the very a£t oi 
whoredom, he thrufl them both thro’ the body ; for which 110- 
bledeed, the Aaronical priefthood was confirmed to him and his 
feed 3 tho’, from the words of the PfdmiJI , he averted the Di¬ 
vine vengeance more by his prayers to God than by the punifh- 




\ 

* Iv.’jnb xxv. 1 Ccr. x. 8. 
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joco men again# the Midianites , who flew the prophetic- bings of 

°... « r ^h five of their kinrrs. anti nut all t'.ipir fnKtoAo tn tk*> /;Vidian 


j£“"with fwe of their kings, and put all their fubjefts to the . 

"fwortl, except the women and children, with whom and an im- flain. 
nienfe number of cattle, befides other booty, they returned to 
tk camp, not having loft one man in the expedition. 

Mofes, foon after the defe&ion above-mentioned, by God’s Th 
command, having numbered the people, there were found, from a -elites 
20 years old and upward, 601,730, befides the Lcvhes, of which number- 

1 a month old and upwards, amounted to P( l 

* • Tt/r r * 1 ** *. ~ • 

Moj 


e If 


2U —- 1 w 

tr ibe the males, from 


J 5.000 


tk divifion of the promifed land among the tribes to be made 
by lot, in proportion to the number of men in each tribe. The 
tribe of Levi , however, was to be provided for in another man¬ 


ner, and not to have any inheritance by lot. 

Ituben and Gad, and the half-tribe of Manajfek, 
tioning Mofcs to be fettled on the eaft fide of the J 
countries lately conquered from the king of the Amorites and 


The > 

at this timepeti- 

the 


Of king of 



a do an 


he confented to their requeft, on condition 


tkt they would accompany the other tribes, till they had made 

; ^ % t 111 ~n /r r i n /■>* * 


Mofcs being now fcnfible that Mofes de 
g near, encouraged the people dares 7 


to put their trull in God, and not be afraid or the Canaanitcs ; Jh 
and declared that Jo/hua was appointed by God to fuccecd him fi 
in his commiffion. To prevent any contefl after his death about 
the iupreme command, he fir# laid his own hands upon him, and 
then prelented him to the high-prieft, who, in a folemn form 
of admifiion, and in the prefence of all the people, inverted 
him with the office of being the leader and general of all Ifrael y 
Mofes at the fame time giving him fevcral directions relating to 
his office, and one more efpecially concerning the confulting 

, ^ 1 1 1 *r r • t • ... . . 


’Thu?no nun 


gency 


Mifc 


- If ' — 

prelied his concern for the welfare of the people; and there- ftrufrions 
fore, on the 1 ft day of the nth month, which, anfwers to the to me 
end of owx January, in the 40th year from their departure out of people. 
Egypt, the lfraelites being rtiil encamped in the plain of Mo ah, 
he aii'embled them about him, and, at different times, made 
two very tender and pathetic fpeeches to them. ^ In thele he 
briefly related all that had befallen their fathers iince the time 
they left Egypt, the gracious dealings of God, their continual 
murmurings and rebellions again# him,and the many Jeverejudgj 
meats that had followed thereupon, even to h:s own excluiion 

1 • r* 1 1 1 t r -i C* ___ _ »’* 


from the promifed land. He gave them a fummary of all the 

laws which the Divine goodnefs had calculated for their happi- 

nefs, and doled the whole with a moft pathetic exhortation to 

obedience, and a iubmiffive reliance on that amazing goodneis 

that had fo gracioufly chofen them before any other nation or 

t!ie world, not for any merit of theirs, but that he might dif- 

play 




Tils blef- 
fing to the 
tubes. 


He goes 
up to 
mount 
AWn?, and 
dies tiieie. 

Uef. Lli. 

1 4 51 • 


A GENERAL HISTORY 


play his almighty power in their favour, in order to be glorified 
by them and other nations, as well lor the great mercies he had 
ihewed to them, as for the heavy punilhments lie had inflicted 
upon the neighbouring nations for their wickednefs and idola¬ 
try. He like wife eaufed the whole nation to renew the covenant 
which their fathers had made with God in Hereby and inforciiw 
the obfervance of it by the molt engaging motives, he at the 
lame time endeavoured to deter them from the breach of it, fir 
luch threatnings as proved prophetical of thofe miferabie flare- 


mUL.il IIIUIC IIIIGC U1GI. Hjt'UlUJl Ul UlC, 1VJU1WU. VV UCI 1 

fhould have taken poliefiion of the land, he commanded them 
to proclaim on the mountains of Gerizhn and Ebal biddings to 
thefe that obferved, and curies to thofe that broke this cove¬ 


nant, and to erect an altar there, whereon they were to write, in 
a legible character, the terms and conditions of it. A copy 
of the law was alfo written by Mofes, and delivered to the Le- 
vitesy who were ordered to depofit it in the ark, and to read it 
over every feventh year to the people. Moreover, in order to fix 
the important truths he had delivered more ftrongly in their 
minds, he compofed a fong or poem, in which they are expref- 
fed in the molt animating language; and having eaufed it to 
be read before all the people, he delivered it to Jofrna , to be 
afterwards learnt by heart by them and their pofterity. 

And now his talk being at an end, and God having com¬ 
manded him to go up to mount Nebo, and to refign his foul 
there; after having from thence taken a view of the holy land, 
he had nothing left to do but to gather the tribes about him, 
and to pronounce his prophetic blefiing upon them. The text tells 
us he was izo years old, and that neither his fight nor his natural 
ftrength were in the lead impaired ; and we may add, that if we 
may judge of the ftrength of his mind by the ftile of this hislaft 
fpeech, and by the beauty and energy of the expreffions, itleems 
to have received an additional vigour at the light of his departure,! 
and of his people’s approaching happinefs. Having concluded 
his prophetic and elegant fpeech, he went up, in the fight of 
all Ifracly to mount Nrho^ from the fummit of which he beheld 
all the land which God had promifed to /lhr ah avis pofterity. 
Jofepbus adds, that he was accompanied by "Jojhua , Eleazar, 
and the feventy, to the mount ; and that while the two laft 
were taking their forrowful farcwcl of him, a cloud conveyed 
him away into a certain valley : but the text feems rather to in¬ 
timate that he went up alone. Be this as it will, the author of 
the laft: chapter, whoever he was, allures us, that he died imme¬ 
diately after, and that the Lord conveyed him into a valley in the 
land of Moaby over-againft Bethpeor , and there buried him in 
fo private a place, that his fepulchrc was not known at the 
time of his writing ; and we may add, it never was difcovcreJ 
fince. 
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Several infpired penmen and apocryphal writers have given 
U s the character of this truly great lawgiver, befides JoJ'cphus 
above-mentioned; but none has expreifed it in fewer and 
Wronger terms than the author of the laft chapter of Denterona- 
jbv, in the three concluding verfes. When the people came to 
underftand that he was dead, they mourned for him, with great 
foiemnity, for 30 days. As to his writings, befides the Pcnta - 
ituck or the firft five books of the Old Teftament, fome other 
works have been attributed to him, tho’ without any certainty, 
fuch as the book of Job , eleven Pfalms, beginning with the 
noth and ending with the 100th: a few fragments of other 
books are likewife quoted by fome of the ancients as written by 

leffer Gene ft s , the Revelation of Motes, the Af~ 


ctnfion of Mofes , the Ajfumption of Mo 
prions books of Mop ’ * " ^ 




Tho 


authority, and been exploded as fpurious, yet they are Hill an 
argument of the greatnefs of his name, when fo many authors, 
in hopes of recommending their performances, were fo ambi¬ 
tious to affume it *. 

As Jojhtta , the fucceflor of Mofes , probably made no altera- The man- 
tion in the military difcipline eftablifhed by him, before we pro- ner of the 
ceed to relate his exploits againft the Canaanites , we {hall give ijraPAtes 
fome account of the order and manner of encamping and encmr.?- 
marching ufed by the IJraelites in the wildemefs ; becaufe it is ments,&c. 
not only curious but ufeful, in order to underftand feveral in the wil- 
places of holy writ that allude to it, both in the Old and New demefs. 
Teftament, efpecially in the prophetical books. It is plain, 

from the fliort account which Mofes has left us of it, that it was 

himlelf -r. The text tells us that 


God 


every 


tribe, and ftandard, throughout the whole hoft: that the tribe 
of Levi was to encamp round the tabernacle, and have the 
charge and cuftody of it; and that the reft of the tribes fhould 
pitch their ftandards, with the enfigns of their father’s ho Life, 
round about it, at an equal and convenient diftance from it. 
This diftance, let it have been what it would, compofed not a 
perfedt fquare, becaufe the tabernacle and its court were ob¬ 
long, much lefs a circle, as fome have fancied it, from the 
words round about , taken too literally, but an oblong fquare, 
in the center of which was the tabernacle and its court, 
in length 100, and in breadth 50 cubits. Parallel to each of 
the four ffdes of it, and at a proper diftance between it and the 
other tribes, was that of Levi j along the eaft end, and on_ one 
fide, was Aaron , with the reft of his family, at the head or the 
four clafies of Leviies. As for the pavilion of Mofes, all mat he 
has told us of it is, that it ftood on the fame UGe with thole 01 



Jofeph 


Calmet Did!:, word Mofes. 
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Aarons children. But wc may reafonably fuppofe that it flood 
in the moft honourable place of the whole camp, as he was their 
chief lawgiver ; and neareft the tabernacle, to which he was 
obliged to repair upon all emergencies. . On the weft fide, op- 
pofite to that of Mofes and Aaron y wer 

* • f #* \ 1 4 


iaerjh 


.... under Eliazaph. On the fouth and north fides were 

the Kobatbites, in number £,700, and the Mcrariies , in number 
6,200 ; and thefe being united, made 22,300 men, the number 
of the whole tribe of Levi ; and each of them had their parti¬ 
cular functions and charges allotted to them, both as to the 
woiihip of God, and the cuftody of the tabernacle with all its 

furniture, as may be feen by the text. 

As the tribe of Levi made four fmall bodies on each fide of the 
tabernacle, fo did the other twelve make four large camps paral¬ 
lel to them. That of Judah , whether becaui'e it was the moll 
confiderable (it muftering 74,600 men) or in confideration of 
the Meffiah being promil'ed to it, had the poll: of honour, and 
encamped on the eaft fide, without the priefts, at the head of 


Z ebulon 


f Ijjacbar 


amounted to 186,400 fighting men. Whether, however, the 
tribe of Judah and the heads of the other three bodies encamped 
on the right hand or in the center of their rcipedlive allocked 

tribes, is neither certain nor material. 

Reuben was at the head of the next body, and encamped on 
the fouth fide. His tribe confiftcd of 46,500 men ; and Simeon, 
with 59,300, and Gad , with 45,650, marched under his 

banner. 

On the weft fide avas Ephraim , at the head of 40,500 of his 
own tribe; under whom Manajfeb led 32,200, and Benjamin 

35,400. 

The laft was the tribe of Dan , with 62,700, with that of 
Ajbcr, confifting of 41,500, and Napbiali 53,400, encamped on 
the north fide of the labernade. I hus the Ifraelitijh hod 
amounted to 603,550 fighting men, cxclufivc of the Levita. 
To this number if we add the old men above 60 and the young 
men under 20, their wives, daughters, fervants, flaves, and 
ftrangers, their number in the wdioie will be little lefs than three 
millions; and confidering the vaft number of their cattle, wag- 
gons, and other lumber, the leaft Ipace that can be allowed for 
fuch a prodigious camp mutt be above 20 miles fcjuarc. 1 hefe 
four larpe bodies had each their general ftandard ; under thefe 

. ° 1 t t , i. r _ 


f1 n 


were the 12 others* one to every tribe; and under thc*e _ 

were thofe of all the heads of families, amounting to 57, accord¬ 
ing to Muft-s' own account. 

We are not informed by any infrared writer what the.colours, 
lcm;, and devices of thofe enfigns were : the Rallies , how- 


embi 


ever, have been very particular about them. 


Judah 

" ' Uf 




i-'T r-ix . *» >r : • r be [uttered ; which words, however, would rathtr 
jeem to be appropriated to the Levitts , as they were ufed by them 

when 
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ark was removing. The lion indeed is the 
Jacob reprefented the tribe of Judah in his 


enfign 


That of Eph 


the firjlling of h 


w —vaiij auu 

f Mofes ’ bleffing to that tribe. Hi 


gmj . . o > To the tribe of Dan 

f ave an eagle; but to make it agree with Jacob’s bleflirig; which 
compares him to a ferpent in the way, they pretend that the 
eagle was painted holding a ferpent in his talons. Thefe em¬ 
blems, however,' feem confirmed by better authorities. The 
vifion of Ezekiel (chap. i. 10.) is univerfally allowed to allude 

l _ 75 7 _ ^ * _._r _ i r* •. 1 /• 1 


John 


of God 


Holy, noiy , ana io on; uuiu wmui it n, muu uKeiy rne rour 
Evangelifts came afterwards to have the fame emblems more 
particularly appropriated to them. Befides thefe four general 


ilandards, every tribe is alio fuppofed to have had its particular 
enfign, with a diftindt emblem and motto, which might pro¬ 
bably be taken from thofe allufibns which Jacob or Mofes made 
ufe of in their laft blelfing. Thus, for in fiance, Naphtali might 
have a large tree or hind in his enfign; Ijjachar an afs couching 
under his burden; Benjamin a wolf, &c. Befides the grand camp 
already deferibed, they had like wife a feparate camp for lepers, 
for thofe who had running fores, or any infirmities of that na¬ 
ture, or had defiled themfelves by touching a dead body, and the 
like. Mofes has been fomewhat more particular in deferibing 
the order of their decamping and marching, of their engaging 
in battle, and fuch like; referring, therefore, our readers to the 
text itfelf, and to Baf?iage and Calmet , who have treated of thefe 
things at large, we {hall content ourfelves with mentioning only 
the principal heads relating to each of them. In their decamp¬ 
ing, wHilft in the w'ildernefs, the firft thing they were to ob~ 
ferve was the fignal from the miraculous pillar, which Mofes 
took care to have communicated throughout the camp, by two 
filver trumpets: As thefe were alfo ufed for other fignals, they 
were differently blown, according to the fignal they were to 
give; to which the apoftle feems to allude, when he fays, If 

the trumpet gives an uncertain founds who will prepare to battled 

As food as the firft fignal was given for marching, every tribe 
fet about making ready for it, and this took up fome confider- 
able time; efpecially with refpect to the priells and Levites , who 
had the tabernacle, with all its utenfils, to take down, cover, 
and pack up, and fet apart upon waggons for that purpofe, and 
part to be carried on iriens fhoulders. When the fecond fignal 
was given, all that bore arms repaired to their ftandards, wbilft 
the invalids, women, children, and carriages, went towards the 
rear. Upon the next fignal, the tribe of Judah^ at the head of the 
Ptncr two that belonged to his camp, began to march, being fol¬ 
lowed, according to the moft general opinion, by die Gerjhon .tA. 
and Merantes^ who guarded the waggons leaded witn the boards. 

Pillars, belonging tc the tabernacle. Upon tne next fignal, 

b A a 2 Reuben 
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Reuben and his two aflociated tribes began to move ; after whom 
came the Kobathites , bearing the ark, altar, table, and other 
utenfils, upon their Ihoulders ; fo that by the time thefe were at 
their journey’s end, the Gerjbonites and Merarites had fet up 
the tabernacle, and got all things ready for their reception. As 
foon as the third fignal.was given, the ark and its bearers were 
guarded by the tribes of Ephraim, Beniamin , and Manaffeh ; 
and laft of all came the tribes of Dan, Ajher , and Naphtali , ef- 
corting the invalids, that none might be left behind for which 
reafon this body is called the rearward, or, as our margins more 
literally exprefs it, the gathering hojl. This order, however, it 
is plain was not always obferved; for, with refpect to the ark, 
there are fome places where it is faid to have gone before 
them *. Concerning their method of engaging with their ene¬ 
mies, all that we know for certain is, that they had one prieft 
anointed, to be confulted by Urim inftead of the high-prieft, 
who never went to the wars ; and another called the Amercol, 
or the exhorting prieft, the fubftance of whofe fpeech has been 

E referved to us by the ancient Jeivs. Some authors, indeed, 
ave thought that this prieft was the fame with the former. 
With relation to their manner of befieging towns, we are in- 
tirely in the dark; but in their pitched battles, as foon as the 
trumpets had given the fignal for engagement, the com¬ 
batants gave a great fhout, and fell immediately upon their 
enemies. 

Upon the death of Mofes , yojhua , who had been 40 years 


I - 


encourag- trained up under him, and was now 75 years of age, by the 
ed in his command of God, undertook the conduct of the children of If 
new office rael ; and as it was a very momentuous charge, he was not a 
by God. little anxious about the execution of it. He faw himfelf indeed 


by God. 

Bef. Ch. at the head of 600,000 fighting men ; but then his army was 
1451. clogged with an innumerable multitude of old men, women, 

and children, befides fervants, cattle, and other incumbrances; 
and the nations he had to fubdue were naturally warlike, of a 
gigantic ftature and ftrength, their towns well fortified by na¬ 
ture and art; they had already taken the alarm, had confede¬ 
rated their forces againft him, and refolved to make a moll: vi¬ 
gorous defence. God, however, gracioufly alluring him, that 
on condition he obferved his law, he would not fail to protect 
and affift him, in the fame manner as he had done his predecef- 
for Mofes , he immediately ordered the people to prepare for paf- 
He fends fing the Jordan. In the mean time he fent two lpies over the 
two lpies Jordan, to take a view of the fituation and ftrength of Jericho , 
to Jericho. Which was directly oppofite to the camp of the JJr a elites, and 

the firft place he intended to attack. The two fpies having er/ 
tered Jericho, took up their lodgings in a public houfe kept by a 
widow named Rahab j but a rumour of their arrival reaching 


* Numb. x. 33, Jolh. iii. 10. 


tke 
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>f Jericho , he ordered the ftri&eft fearch to be made 
fir them. Their hoftefs, however, having notice of this or- They are 
dcr hid them under fome hempen flocks lying on the roof of concealed 
k/houfe; and when the king’s officers came, fhe told them, by Rabat 
that the ftrangers that flopped at her houfe went out of the city 
wain in the evening before the gates were (hut 
ifilv be taken, if clofely purfued. 


Having thus eluded the 


ftie 


God 


that he had given them the land of Canaan , fhe was therefore 


their 


ready now w uivc mvui - -; ,— —-, * 

dition they would fwear to fave her and her family when they 

3 n. _ ..c t-Tr An nffpr fr» frpnpmns nnrl iinpy- 


ctaiiu; _/- - offer 

pcfled, joined to fo candid a confeffion, could not deferve a lefs fwear to 
reward*, therefore they promifed and folemnly fwore to her, fave her 
that whenever they became mafters of the city, not only fhe and hen 
and her family, but every one elfe that was found in her houfe, 

Ihould be exempted from the common ruin, on condition that 
file hung a fcarlet line out of her window, as a fignal to them. 

The gates were fo clofely fhut and guarded, that there was no 
poffibility of making their efcape rhat way * but Rabat’s houfe 
being upon the city wall, fhe let them down from one of her 
windows, defiring them to hide themfelves in the mountains for 
three days, till their purfuers were returned Irom Jordan. 1 he 
foies having happily efcaped, took Rabat’ s adv.ee, and return- 
iiig afterwards to the camp* related to Jojhua all that happened 
to them; and told him, that the general confternation they 

>• * .« • _fhom o fnrp nmpn thnf v*rnn Al— 


armies 


God 
Early 


decamped from Stem, , and proceeded to 

im • 40,000 of the tribes of Reuben and Gad and of the half- 
. -1 V- n* _/tl _ —olr»no with him. according to their 


Mana 


oje 


JoJh 


The 


army conunumg iwuuayov*. -- \ f j- * 

nicated to every tribe the order that was to be obferved in hci 

• . . J . /i _ HTl_koormn' arlf WPTP 


The priefts 


loiemn maren over uuu v .—v —j * i* u 
to begin theproceffion, and each tribe, in the order m which they 
r K . r_n_ When rinpfl-s were p-ot into 


ufed to march, were to follow. 

* - - - - - ^ 1 .1. 


there 


fhore 


cne wnoie muiucuuc was -- - 

this wonderful paffage might be more regarded, they were all 

commanded to iandbify themfelves, as upon ot er oemn o 

fions. With thefe orders and inflruaions, the army fet for- The To¬ 
wards. The priefts with the ark led the van ; and as foon as dan di- 
theirfeet touched the river, which at tnisfeafonol the year ge- vides. and 
llPrillltr r\\rr- » itft banks* the ftream divided, the If usl 

Vj 

—-V . *. 1 _ ,L. 

rrofs 


DOUt IO or IO *** ~\ V 1 • •'i •J1! 1 

the priefts continuing with the ark in the middle over. 
i * *n . rtii rpAf- Cnfc* tn the other iide* 


tf the channel Ri chey were afi got fafe to the other Me 
'ofiua defining to perpetuate the memory of 
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tranfa&ion, caufed twelve men, who had been Tent to him from 
all the tribes, to take twelve 1 arge ftones and lay them in one 
heap in the place where the ark ftood, fo that they might befeen 
afterwards from each fhore: and at the fame time he made them 
take up twelve other ftones from the bottom of the river, and 
to ere£t a monument with them on the fhore; which being 
done, arid the ark being brought out of the channel, the river 
returned to its wonted courfc.’ * Both thefe monuments, if we 
believe Eufebius and others, were ftill to be feen many centu¬ 
ries after. By this miraculous paflage, Jofhua having gained the 
plains of Jericho , he encamped at Gilgal^ about feven or eight 
Circumci- miles from Jordan, and three or four from Jericho ; apd while 
fion re- the whole country lay under a great terror and confirmation, 
newed. God commanded the rite of circumcifion, which, for the fpace 

of almoft 40 years, had been riegle&qd, to be renewed, that th* 

people might be qualified to partake of the enfuing paffover. 
This was the third time of their celebrating that feftival. The 
firft was at their departure out of Egypt ; and the fecond wason 
the next year, at the fetting up cf the tabernacle ; fince which 

time, whether for want of corn to make unleavened bread, o'r 

for any other reafon, it had been wholly intermitted till now, 
when, the text tells us, the Ifraelites having provided themfelves 
with corn both new and old, God ceafed to fupply them any 
longer with manna. 1 

God an- Jofhua about this time leaving the camp, and walking towards 

* f• t_1__1_Li.. __„ii „ r...i 


pears to 
Jofhua. 


Jericho alone, probably to reconnoitre the place, all of a fud 
den God, or, as fome will have it, his angel, appeared to him 
in the fhape of a warrior, ftanding at fome diftance from him, 
with a drawn fword. Jofhua a (king him whether he was for or 
againft Ifraef he anfwered that he was the captain of the Lord’s 
hoft 5 and while Jofhua was fallen proftrate at his feet to worfhip 
him, he ordered fiim toloofe hisfandals from off” his feet; and then 
proceeded to inftrucl him in what form he would have the fiege 
carried on, that the Canaanites might perceive it was fomewhat 
more than the arm of flefh that fought againft them. 

We have given fome account of this fiege in the hiftory of 
Canaan , and (hall only add, that after the ark had been carried 
round the city fix times in fix days, on the 7th day it was carried 
round feven times, the priefts founding before it with rams 
horns, and a guard of armed men marching before and after it. 
yer^'ho The trumpets then founding, and the befiegers giving an univer- 

•/ « , * « it r .1 r 11 1 u 11 7 r 1* . 


taken,. 


fal fhout, the walls of the city fell down, and the Ifraelites en¬ 
tered, putting all the men, women, children, and cattle, to the 
fword, excepting Rahah and her family. Haying then feized upon 
all the gold, filver, brafs, and other bafer metaTs, to be repofited 
in the treafury of the houfe of the Lord, they fet the place 
on fire, and levelled it with the ground. Jofhua added a pro- 
he.tic curfe on the man that fhould afterwards attempt to re- 
uild it, importing that he fhould lay the foundation in his firlb 
born, and fet up its gates with tne lofs of his youngeft fon > 

which v/e find was literally fulfilled, above 3 50 years after- it 

■ • . " Hid 
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Bid the Bethelite *. As for Rahab and her family, they had a Rahab 
place aligned them out of the Ifraelitijh camp; and fhe was faved, and 
loon after incorporated into their commonwealth, by em- married to 
bracing the Jeiuijh religion, and was married to Salmon, head of Salmon. 
the tribe of Judah. 

JoJIoua ftill continuing with his camp at GiBal, foon after de- The If 

ftched a body of 3000 men againft the final! city of At, about r *e/ifei‘re- 
12 miles diftant, where they received an unexpe&ed repulfc, pu jf e( j at 
v/ith the lofs of about thirty-fix men, and were purfued back to 4; 
the camp. This defeat, how fmall foever, fo damped the peo¬ 
ple’s courage, that Jojhua was forced to have recourfe to God, 
who immediately aniwered, by Urim as is fuppofed, that a fa- 
crilege had been committed j and ordered him to difcover the 
guilty perfon by lot, and to punifh him with immediate 
death. 

jojhua loft no time; but havingcaft lots from the tribes to the 
families, Achan the fon of Carmi , of the tribe of Judah , was 
found to be the guilty perfon, and he, at the general’s requeft, 
eonfefled that he had concealed fome of the accurfed plunder of 
Jericho . Being thus convi&ed, he and all his family, his cat- Jehads 
tie, his tent, and all his moveables, were carried to a neigh - crime 
bouving valley, where he and his family were ftoned, and af- p Un ifhed. 
terwards burnt, with all their effects, a heap of ftones being 
then raifed on the place, to perpetuate the memory of the crime, 
and deter others from the like provocation. The army being Canaan 
thus cleared from guilt, they had much better fuccefs, not only conquered 
in their next expedition againft Ai, but alfo againft the whole in fix 
land, the conqueft of which they finifhed, tho* not perfectly, years, 
in fix years : but as we have given an account of it in the hi- 
ftory of Canaan, we muft refer our readers thither. 

The many miraculous victories obtained by the Jfradiies , ftruck 
fuch a terror into the Canaanites , that great numbers of them 
abandoned their country, and fled, fome into Ajta, others into 
Africa , and, according to Procopius , who lived in the reign of 
Jujfinian , an inscription was found, engraved on fome pillars, 
iri the place where "Tangier now ftands, importing that they 
were let up by the fugitives who fled from the face of the great 
robber Jojhua the fon of Nun. 

Jojhua , in about fix years, having extended his conqyefts as The land 
far as it was convenient at that time, divided the country by lot divided. . 
among the tribes, in the proportion we have fhewn in the geo- Bet. Ch, 
graph y of Pale/tine. After the divifion of the country, he had 1445* 
the i'mall territory of Timnath Serah in the mountains of Ephraim 
allotted for his inheritance by the whole people; and there he 
built the city of that name, and made it his chief refidence 
during the remainder of his life. Having about the fame time 
appointed the cities of refuge, and thofe like wife which were to 
be allotted to the priefts and Lcvitcs, ol which we have already 
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fooken, and having alfo. Tome years before, repeated the blef- 
fings and curfes on the mounts Ebal and Gcrizim , and fet up an 
altar on the former, he called together the Reubenites, Gadites , 
and the half-tribe of Manajjeh , to Shiloh , where the tabernacle 
was fet up, and gave them an honourable difmiffion. 

The Reu- Thefe tribes, however, upon palling the Jordan., ere&ed an 
bemtes and altar of a prodigious fize upon the borders of that river, in order 
Gadites on t0 perpetuate the memory of the relation they bore to the other 
their re- tribes, and of the wonders which God had wrought in their fa- 
turn home vour. This laudable atftion being mifapprehended both by %- 


rear an 


Jh 


altar**! ear refentment, aflembled at Shiloh, and refolved to enter into a 


A deputa- before they proceeded to extremities, they fcnt a deputation of 
tion fcnt ten of the chiefs of the families, with Pbineas the high-prieft’s 
to them by &n at their head, over into the land of Gilead, to enquire at 

' their brethren why the altar was erected. Pbineas failed not to 


war 


However, 


7 # 


Ca> 


eflag 


tended to fet up an idolatrous worfhip, which would expofe the 
whole nation to the wrath of God; therefore they mull clear 
themfelves from that luipicion, or expedl to be attacked by their 
brethren. The Reubenites , Gadites , and Manajfites , concerned 
to hear the ill opinion their brethren had conceived of them, 
took God to witnefs that they had not built that fumptuous al¬ 
tar with a view of offering any facrifices upon it, but on the 
contrary to perpetuate their title to thelervice of the tabernacle, 
and to prevent their 1 at eft pofterity from being excluded from it, 
Pbineas and the reft of the deputies, upon hearing this anfwer, 
exprefied no fmall fatisfa&ion; and upon their relating the ac¬ 
count of the whole matter after their return, the people were 
infinitely pleafed with the refult of the embafly. 

Jojhua after this governed the Ifraelitijb commonwealth peace¬ 
ably, during the fpace of zi years ; when finding himfdf draw- 
' ing to his end, he earned all the heads of the tribes to alfemble 

., at Shechem , or, according to fome manuferipts, at Shiloh , where 
the tribes. t ^ e ar j c was? equally near to his own habitation ; and 

having reminded them, in a very pathetic fpeech, of all the 
wonders which God had wrought in their favour, and how 
much it was them intereft as well as duty to continue ftedfaft 
in their obedience to him, he exhorted them to renew their 
covenant; which they readily did, and confirmed it with an 
oath. Having recorded the whole tranfa&ion in the book 


JrJfrim's 
laft exhor 
tation to 


of the lav/, he caufed a great fton 
markable oak at Shechem, as a teftin 


they fhould forlake the fervjce of the true God, and fall into 
His death, idolatry. Soon after, he expired in the noth year of his age, 
Bef. Ch. and was buried in the border of his inheritance in Pimnath 


lAZ'o 


Serah , in the tribe of Ephraim, on the north fide of the hill of 
Gaajh. As he is faid to have enjoyed many years of great lei- 


divjfion of the land, it is gene 


' k - 

employed 
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if&lk 


Deuteronomy 


d writing the book called by his name; the latter parts of 

^ . t - Tirnp ryAAnA Uxr another hand 


mo 


probably by Samuel (a). The death of Jojhua was foon fol 
Wed by that of Eleazer the 
lis Ibn Pbineas ; and -the funi 
.he Epbraimites and Manajftt 

?rpat progenitor Jofeph - L - 


(Ormcuy 

10 bis beloved Ion. 


the Cana unites by Jacoby and given by him 

After cue uur.u A Jq/hua, no particular perfon that we know of Uncertain 
fcccedcd him in the government ; and therefore, according to whether 
the moft probable opinion, every tribe is fuppofed to have been he had 
governed by its rel'pe&ive heads or elders, who alfo commanded any fuc* 
lc troops in their following wars with the Canaanites. Not celfor. 
many years after Jojhua s death,^ the fucceffors of that genera¬ 
tion whom he had conduced into Canaan funk into the moft 
lameful degree of irreligion and depravity. Inftead of ad- 1 “ 
wine to the covenant lo lolemnly ratified by their anceftors, 

■ ie y item to have thrown off all fear of God and regard to his ° f thefol- 

1 and to have run headlong into the moft horrid apoftacies lovvm S 

\ 5 * i t . _ xnoft Cr>\rf*rt* nnniflimpnfc RCnCri- 


nd idolatries. 


God 


many 


racious interpofition in their behalf. 

To account in fome meafure for this anarchy and confulion, 

le facred hiftorian tells us. In thofe days there ivas no kino- in 

Iracl, but every man did zvhat was good in . bis own eyes. 

cads of the tribes probably refufea at firft to fubmit 

• « f t • "1 fit* A \ 1 Am 



e 


f was enga 
inhabitants 


perhaps, was not neceffary 


The 


l 


CU, UV Lilt coinmuuuj V- S - i ‘'l 

ih, under the conduit of Caleb the head of the tribe, who be- new the 

g sflifted by the tribe of Simeon , firft attacked the cruel king war a- 

--a—a ‘Jerufalem, and marching fouth- gainlt the 


, took Hebron and Debir , or Kirjatb Seph 
ihe gigantic foils of Anak. This laft place he refolved to 
Ice by ftormj and accordingly made proclamation m the 
mp, that whoever ftiould attack and carry the place,__ihould 


ghter Achfab 


His gal- 


v ilia uau^iuvi --*11 

t nephew Othniel , Ion to his younger brother Kenaz y quickly 
J e himfelf mafter of the place; for which exploit he not 



(a) The Samaritans attribute 
mother book to Jo/bua, confining 
of 47 chapters. This, tho’ con¬ 
fining many jejune and fabulous 
itotics, they preferve with much 
’ ei pcct, and make great ufc of it 
m lupport of their pretenfions 


againfi the Jews. The book has 
never appeared in print: only one 
manufeript of it was prefented to 
the library of Leyden by Jofepb 
Scaliger , which is written in the 
Arabic tongue, but in Samaritan 

characters. Fabric. Jpoc. V.T. 

only 



t 


fent to 
make 
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only obtained Achfah for his wife, but with her a large eftatj 
bkewife in a well-watered country, which, at her requeft, hel 
father very generoufly beftowed on him. *- | 

The other tribes at the fame time were employed in enlarei 
ing their feveral inheritances, in which fome of them were ver j 
With fnccefsful. They, however, neglefted to make a right ufe oil 
whom their victories, and inftead of destroying the Ganaanites as they] 
they con- were commanded, either'thro* a mifplaced lenity or covetoufJ 
fent to nefs,fuffered them to live, promifcuoufly among them, and coni 
make tented themfelves with making them tributary. This fo far ini 
treaties: cenfed God, that he fent an arigel from Gilgal to remind them 
for which of the favours he had vouchfafed them, in delivering them out 
they are of Egypt , and bringing them into that happy land; of his 

reproved pun&ual performance of all the promiles he had made them; 

by God. of their vile ingratitude, in rejefting his precepts ■ for which 

perverfenefs, he had very juftly withdrawn his protection from 
them. 

This reproof made the people, for the prefent, a little fen. 
fible of their tranfgreflion, fo that they fell into a general la¬ 
mentation j but no fooner was their* fit of humiliation over, but 
continuing ftill their correfpondence with the Canaanitcs , in¬ 
dulging themfelvefe in their loofe converfation, and making in¬ 
termarriages with them, they fell into idolatry, and worfhiped 


termarnages witn tni 

Baal an J AJhtaroth ; which provoked God to leave them to 
themfelves: fo that inftead of being able to aft any longer 
offenfively, they were jnflaved and opprefled by their enemies. 

The.firft flavery which their defection brought upon them, 
was under Cujhan-ri/hithaim king of Mefopotamia , who held 
them in fubieftion about eight years. At tne end of that time, 


They are 

enflaved 


by the Me- them in fubjeftion about eight years. 


Jofotami- 

atit , as a 

punifh- 
inent for 


their ido- is 
latry. 


however, God raifed up Othniel , Caleb's fon-in-law (who was 
the firft of thofe whom the Scripture calls judges) and under 
his coaduft the Mefopotamians being defeated, the Ifradites re-j 
covered their liberty, and enjoyed tranquillity for 40 years, that 
is, till the death of their judge and deliverer *. 


Before this deliverance, however, that is, when there was 


Bef. Ch. no king or ruler in ffrael, the people feem to have funk into a 

* '2 f • ** -- 

me 
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general apoftacy and corruption of manners, as will appear 
from the two following tranfaftions, which, tho’ related in the 
end of 'Judges , • are yet fuppofed by the moft learned commen¬ 
tators to have happened before Othniel was declared judge f. 

Micah , a wealthy man of the tribe of Ephraim , having 


of Micah. wronged a covetous and fuperftitious mother of 1,100 pieces ot 

fil ver, for which {he had beftowed fome fevere curfes upon him, 
afterwards reftored the money to her; which gave her fo great] 
joy, that (he refolved to confecrate the greateft part of it to what 
{he called a religious ufe. Accordingly thinking it too much 
trouble to go and worftiip at the tabernacle, {he and her ion. 



* Judges iii. 9, to, 11 
Munfi. Caimet,, &c. _ 


f Corn, a lapid. Grot. Ujhtf* 

* 

with 
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with part of thatfilver, purchafed two idols, one molten and the 

other carved, and with the reft built a chapel to fet them up in, 
together with fome teraphim, which they had in all likelihood 
already in the houfe. To this an ephod, or prieftly garment, 
was added, and Micah inftalled his foni to the prieftly office of 
hi§ new gods; but foon after a young indigent Levite wanderv 
ing that way, was hired by him as more proper for that office 
than his own fon, he rejoicing not a little on this occafion, and 
fondly believing he had fecured the favour of God by having a 

levite for his prieft. 

Soon after, five fpies from the tribe of Dan, which wanted to 
enlarge its inheritance, coming that way, fome of them were 
acquainted with the Levite, and underftanding in what capacity 
he ferved Micah , they defired him to afk counfel of God about 
the fuccefs of the enterprize they were going upon j and having 
received a favourable anfwer, they proceeded to Laijh. Find¬ 
ing the inhabitants of that place living in a carelefs fecurity, 
they returned, and perfuaded their tribe to fend 600 men againft 
it. In their way thither, this party called at Mi cab's houfe; but 
jnftcad of reproving him for his apoftacy, entered by main force, 
took away the idols, teraphim, and ephod, and forced the 
young prieft to go along with them to Laijh , which they took 
and deftrayed, with its inhabitants j and having built a new 
city', called it Dan, after the name of their progenitor. Here 
jetting up the images which they had ftolen from Micah , they 
.made the Levite , whofe name was Jonathan , and his fons their 
priefts; and in this ftate of idolatrous worship they are faid to 
have continued for 300 years, even unto the time that the ark 
of God was taken captive by the Philijiines in the days of Eli *. 

Not long after, a war broke out between the Benjamites and tile A bloody 
other tribes, which is another proof of the.fad depravity of the wa r a- 
people. A Levite of mount Ephraim returning homewards gainft 
with'a concubine that had eloped from him, about fun-fet ar- Benjamin . 
rived at Gibeah in the tribe of Benjamin , where they continued 
for fome time in the ftfeet, no body inviting them into a houfe. 

At length an old man, who was only a fojourner, returning 
from his work, took them home with him, and entertained 
them in the beft manner he could. But while they were refrefh- 
ing themfelves, a band of profligate young fellows furrounded 
the houfe' and in a riotous manner demanded the ftranger to be 
facrificed to their brutifti luft, which they made no difficulty to 
exprefs in the plaineft terms; from which it may be concluded 
that the fin of uncleahnefs was too common among them. The 
■Levite, as the only means of faving himfelf, .delivered up his con- 
tubine to them, dnd on the next morning found her dead at the 
threfhold of the door. Seeing it jn vain to complain of this bar* 
barity in fuch an abandoned pl ace ? be took therefore the dead 

body with him, arid brought it to his own houfe, where 

> • 

• ' r ' 

$ 

% 

■ Pfalm Jxxvili. 60, 61. Patrick’s and Le Clefc’s Commentaries. . 
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he divided it into twelve pieces, and fent one of then __ 
tribe, with an account of the inhofpitable treatment he 
with at Gibeah. The people expreffed the utmoft deteftati 
the action, and affembling direaiy at Mizpeb 



each 


on of, 



,ooo nehtme men 


fter hearing the Levite’s account of the 
ory, they unanimoufly refolved not to return to their re- 
fpeCtive homes till they had punifhed the authors of that in¬ 
human aCtion with the utmoft feverity, and forthwith f en t 
deputies to the heads of the tribe of Benjamin, demanding the 
men that had committed the outrage. This haughty tribe, 
however, inftead of delivering the criminals, muftered all their 
forces in order to protect them. The other tribes, provoked 
at this avowed revolt of the Benjamites , immediately confulted 


the tribes fliould go againft them 


Judah fliould 


mouth 


They 


lofs 


repulfed by the Beni 


%gM ^ __ _ In a fecond engagement the Benja- 

mites were again victorious, and flew of their enemy 18,000 
men. The mifconduCt of the Ifraelites upon this occafion was, 

of the goodnefs of their caufe, and 


confident 


God 


which of the tribes fliould lead the van, without 
upon him in confidence of his afiiftance. Their repeated de¬ 
feats making them fenfible that they had afted amifs, thej 
therefore humbled themfelves in a proper manner before God, 
and obtained at length a promife of vi&ory. Dividing theii 
army into two bodies, they made a fhatn attack with one of 

drawing the Benjamites from a city. 


The 


them, and by that means 
the other body entered it and fet it on fire, 
being then put into confufion, were foon after totally routed, 
and almoft wholly cut off, to the number of 25,000 men, 600 
only efcaping, and fortifying themfelves in the tops of the 

rocks of Rimmon. . 

The fury of the other tribes was only whetted by this vic¬ 
tory ; nor did they relent till they had burned down all the ci¬ 
ties and villages of the Benjamites , and killed all the inhabi¬ 
tants without diftin&ion, and made, as they thought, an utter 
end of that tribe. Refleaing afterwards coolly on what they 
had done, they then made great lamentation for the lofs of one 
of their tribes, which they had imprudently cut off, and were 

immediately reconciled to the 600 men who had fled to Em- 

was ftill, however, a great difficulty to the re- 
= thpv had all made a rafh oath at Mil- 


mon. 


There 


peh 


{hew 


negleCfed 
that 


Jabejb Gilead beyond j 


mites. They 
to thofe who 
Finding now 


fent any men to the army, they difpatched a body of 12,000 

men thither, who put all th ' ' ' " ' 


the virgins, amounting to the number 


yrere 
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given to as many of the men of Benjamin. As the IJraeU 
Itif were freeholders by a military tenure, the men of Jabejb 
Gilead, by not appearing at the general rendezvous, were look- 
e d upon by the reft as deferters, and treated' as lufch without 
mercy; but if fanguinary couafels had not prevailed, it might 
have been expe&ed jhat they would have only demanded the 

virgins from the inhabitants of that pi— - 1 -* 1 — J 

on their firft rafh oath as not obligatoi_ 
mites, ■ however, ftill remaining unprovided for, they now' be¬ 
sought themfelves of a way of evading their oath, by allowing 
them to feize feme young damfels, when they came out to 
dance at a folemn feftiyal at Shiloh. The remaining Benja- 
xiiies by this means furnilhed themfelves with wives, and being 
all now allowed to fettle in their own country, began by der- 
grees to recruit their tribe. 

This moft ruinous war had probably fo weakened the Ifrael- Othnfcl 
itts, that they muft have become an eafy conqueft to the Mefopo- the firft 
trnans ; and the victory obtained under Otbniel, would teach judge e> 
them the advantage of uniting under one chief. The tranquil- pells th< 
lity he eftablilhed upon freeing the Ifraelites from the yoke of Mejbpo- 
Culhatt , continued forty years, probably during his whole life, teamans. 
oon after his death, however, the 

from the fervice of God, who to chaf _ o _ t ^ 

of his covenant, fuffered the Moabites to opprefs them eighteen 
years. At the end of that time Ehud , who was of the tribe Ebud fe- 
of Benjamin, going with the yearly tribute to Eglon king of cond 
Moab, took an opportunity to ftab him mortally, and efcaping judge, 
undifeovered, immediately railed an army and expelled the Bef. Ch, 
Moabites , and procured his people another forty years peace. 1325. 
Sbampar , their third iudee, delivered them from fome final! Shamir 

nes. The text third 



Ifraelites again revolted Bef. Chr. 
iie them for the nevleft ixoc. 


gives us no farther particulars about him 


Philifl 


Latin 
ftiare. How 1 


idge. 


lions render it, with a plough 
Ifrael, is not to be determined. 

The defe&ion and idolatry of the Ifraelites in the northern Deborah 
parts, provoked God, after the death of Ebud. to deliver them fourth 


Jabin king of Canaan , a powerful prince, judge 
lubjection twenty years. He refided at Ha- £j c f. C 


into the hands 
who held them 

zor, a city formerly deftroyed by JoJhua , and 
numerous army, had no lefs than goo armed chariots; how¬ 
ever, when the Ifraelites began to be fenfible of their fins and 
ingratitude, and to humble themfelves before God, he was 
pleafed to deliver them from their opprefTors. Deborah , a pro- 
•hetefs, a woman of great eminence, and who for fome time 
id adminiftered juftice to the neighbo * ' M 


Chr 
1285. 


Ifraelites. 


The 


God ordered Barak to alfemble 10,000 men, a 
numerous army of the Canaanites under Sifera. 
though greatly inferior in number, gained a moft 
victory j and their enemies being almoft all cut off, 

after. This vi&ory 

and 


their liberty for forty years 
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and deliverance gave occafion to that moft 'beautiful iong 0 n 
Deborah , which, in. an animated manner, reprefents the fad] 
diftrefs of the Ifraelites while under the oppreffiori of the Cai 

naanites. ' . . . . I 

During fHe forty years peace that followed this frgifal deliJ 
verance, the Ifraelites again rebelled againft God, who, as a] 
punilhment of their difobediencej allowed the Midianites to opj 
preis them for feven years; ' | 

Their former bondage was light in comparifoh of this afflic¬ 
tion. Deborah , we find, under the laft oppreffion, was allow¬ 
ed to judge Jfrael in the face of the fun ; but now they are! 
not only without judge, but even without habitation,- except 

what they are forced to feek for among the clefts and caverns 
of the rocks; < In the fpring, when their enemies wereabfent, 
they ftole out of their lurking, places, and fowed their land j 
but all to no purpofe; for in the harveft, immerife numbers of 
their enemies poured in upon them, and after reaping the fruit 


of their labours, and pillaging the country,* they returned 
home till the following feafon, arid reduced by this means the 


Gideon de- 

4 

livers the 


The 


mi fery 


God 


ra-Luti, ingratitude, and at the fame time made choice of a proper per- 

Ajraentes & _j - 


from the 
Midian¬ 
ites . 

Bef. Chr. 

*HS- 


fon to undertake their deliverance* namely, Gideon the fon of 
JodJb , who dwelt at Ophrah . This warrior made great diffi¬ 
culty at firft of accepting of the office of general; but the 
angel who-was fent to him by God alluring him of His divine 
miffiori by working a mifaele, he at length fubmitted; That 
evening, by God’s corriffiaiid, he deftroyed the altar and grove 
of Baal, which w,as in the neighbourhood of Ophrah, and build¬ 
ing an aitar to God, facrificed a bullock of fevcit years old, ii 
an expiatidn of the former idolatry; The .whole city next 
morning came to the houfe of Joafn$ and demanded that he 


an expi; 
morning 
fhould d 


the 


againft Baal ; but the grave old man anfwered, that if Bed 
was a god, it was his bufinefs, and not theirs, to avenge his 
own quarrel; with which anfwer he appealed the tumult; 
The Midianites about this time, according to their animal 


cuftom, palling over the 
of Jezreel, Gideon, who 


Ire 


got 


f Jerubbaal, or the oppofer of Baal, afiemf 
•mv and marched againft the enemv. God 


rous army and marched agamit the enemy, ctoq nowevti,^ 
{hew the Jews that their deliverance was not owing to an arm 
of flefli, ordered Gideon to attack the enemy only with 300 
men ; and though their army confifted of no lefs than 138,000 
men, God miraculoufly interpofing, Gideon obtained an eaw 
and compleat victory, and an immenfe quantity of the ricneit 
fpoils, as we have before related. Gideon having broken ana 
routed the enemy, immediately fent for the reft of his army 
to purfue them, and ordered the Ifraelites next to the 


men 


paffirs 


Many of the-enemy 

never 
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never thele fs , efcapirig over the Jordan , he.himfelf tmrfued them 
Jjtji his 300 men, and when he came to Succoth and Penuek 
he defired Tome refrefhment for his. faint and weary troops*: : 
tut the inhabitants of both places, inftead of giving him any 
provisions, ridiculed the fmallnefs of his army; for which in- 
folence he vowed to be revenged of them upon his return. Con¬ 
tinuing his purfuit therefore, with his fmall fatigued party, he 
came up with the enemy at Korcor , whom he furprized and 
defeated, and taking the, two princes Zeba and Zalmunna prj- 
fotiers, returned dire&ly towards Succoth , where he exe¬ 
cuted the vengeance he had threatned, by publickly punch¬ 
ing 77 of their chief magiftrates and elders, at the fame time 
commanding thofe of Penuel to be all put to the fword, and their 
tower to be demolifhed to the ground. He then, with. his own 
hands, flew Zeba and Zalmunna , becaufe they had flain his 
brethren at Tabor. 

The Ifraelites, in the height of their gratitude for fuch fig- 
nal fervices, offered to fettle the fupreme authority upon Gideon 
and his pofterity ; but he, fully convinced by God’s late deal¬ 
ings with .them that their greateft fecurity chiefly depended 
upon their obedience to their divine protcftor, advifed them 
to place all their confidence in God, and to make fure of his 
protection by a ftri<ft obedience to his laws. He only defired, 
as an acknowledgement of his fervices, the pendants and ear¬ 
rings taken in the plunder of the Midianites. His requeft they 
moft readily confented to; and over and above thefe, threw 
in the coffly ornaments, the robes of the kings, and the golden 
chains which were about the camels necks. The weight of 
the ear-lings alone was 850 ounces ; therefore we may juftly 
conclude the whole plunder was of prodigious value. Of thefe 
rich materials Gideon caufed an ephod, or as moft interpre¬ 
ters think, an idol, or rather a trophy, to be made, which he 
fet up in his own city Ophrah ; and the text adds, it proved 
afnareboth to him and to his houfe, becaufe it became the oc- 
cafion of a new kind, of idolatry to the Ifraelites. Gideon, after 
this vi&ory over the Midianites , returned to his own inheri¬ 
tance, and judged Ifrael forty years, none of their enemies in 
the mean time daring to moleft them. He died in a good old His death, 
age, and was buried with his anceftors, the Ifraelites quickly Bef. Chr. 
after forgetting both God and him, and adopting Baalim and 1236. 
other new gods. 

Gideon having had feveral wives, left by them 70 Tons, be- Abimelech 
jjdes one by a concubine, whom fhe named Abimelech, which his natural 
ugnifies, my father a king. This Abimelech, who was a bold fon mur- 
aipiring youth, of a bafe genius and. cruel difpofition, as foon ders his 
^ Iris father was dead, tampered with the people of Shechem, brethren,' 
the place of his nativity, and where, his mother’s family had 
uo fmall intereft, to make him their king. The Shechemipes, 

?y I)' 15 infinuations aid the intrigues of his relations, were fopn 
inclined to gratify his ambition, and that he might not want 
money to carry on his defigns, gave hiija 70 flbekels of gold out 

of 

* 
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of the treafury of their god Baal-Berith , who is fuppofed 


have been the god. that prefided over ■covenants 


moft barbarous nations, as, well as the moft civilized 


ing always looked upon God as 
dicator of oaths and covenants 


...... , . Mimelech, , with this money' 

having hired a number of profligate fellows, capable of the 


moft wicked ente 


ing furprifed 


rprize, led them diredtty to Ophrah, 
brethren, he murdered them ai 


and is 


dared 


hy Mean, made the Shechemites openly declare for him, and in i 
. zagebe- fo rma j manner proclaim him king in the plain of Shechem 


ftone, excepting Jotham the youngeft, who made his efcape 
This unnatural parricide, which ought to have made him ab¬ 
horred bv all who had the ieaft grateful remembrance of Gi- 


VUtti 


When young Jotham heard 
Gerizim. which overlooked Shechem 


ing in the plain of Shechem. 


fable 


firft 


the Shechemites the impropriety 


find upon record, reprefented to 



the 


- 

following 


The trees 


upon a time affembling to make choice of a king, , offered 


dignity to the olive 


J leave my fatnefs , wherewith 


njweredy Jbould 
a and man. and 


promoted over 


They next requejlei(the fig 


h'uf ; but the fig-tree , in like manner replied , hull 


1 forfake my ftveetnefs and 

over the trei 


They then ma 



an 


Ifo declared that 



be promoted 


utiy ana go u 
er of the Jupreme authority 
did not think ' 




cceptance. At length they all addreffed themfelves 


which without hefitation accepted of the offered dign 


t 


reffecting on bis own infufficiency and lownefs , qfientatioujly deft 
hem to come and take Jbdter under his Jhadow ; and at the fa 


tmpotently 


blejl of them ally if they fcrupled 



ledge his authority. He then expoftulated 


injury done his family, and upbraiding them 


titude, appealed to their confciences whether they had a<% 


right or not; Though 


explication, yet he concluded his difeourfe 


ABimelech 


mi 


ran 


ght prove mutual curfes to each other, he im 
t ana fled to Beer , a city of the tribe of Judah 


the rage and cruelty 


The reign of Abimelech 


tha?ny proved both thorny and of rnort continuance ; for, be 

/•I 1 • • • • * « • - . . . 



to the imprecation of Jo 


d 


who foon 


aclcnowleged by 


-, the text fays, that God cau._— j-, - 

after expel fown between the Shechemites and him, fo that he was fooi 

him. rvhlf arf*A tr% lnotrp tKo n1a/«A for HtS life OflC G(W 


efcape 


rupture, came and 


fervice to thi 



Boch. Can. 1 . ii. Pool’s Annot. Calmet’s Di£l. Jurieu Hill. 


Dogmes & Cukes, pr. iv. 


Shech 





OF THE WORLD; 

# « - 1 ^ 

♦ 

SJiechemites, who immediately declared him their chief againft 
their late king. Abimelech , however, having-ftill fbme fortrefs 




commanded 


approach 


city and furprize the people when they went out to the vine¬ 
yards. This co.unfel he accordingly followed ;, and having 
routed Goal and his followers, he next day took the city by 
llorm, and burnt about 1000 of the inhabitants who had taken 
fan&uary in the temple of Baal-beritb. Having flain all the 
inhabitants of Shechem , and razed the city, he next marched 
againft Thebe*, a city of Judah , which had taken up arms 
againft him, and quickly making himfelf matter of the place, 
he inverted the citadel. He refolved tp force his way into the He is 
tower by burning the gate ; but while he was encouraging killed at 
his men, a woman threw down a piece of a milftone upon Thebes s. 
him, which fra&ured his fkull, fo that finding himfelf rpor- Bef. Cht 
tally wounded, he called to his armour-bearer to put an end 1233. 
to his life, that it might not be faid he died by the hand of a 
woman. Thus God, in his abundant righteoufn'efs, punifhed 
both Abimelech and the men of. Shechem according to their de- 
ferts, and within the fpace of three years after their crimes 


deftruftion. 


inttruments 

. 

• % 

Tolah the fon of Puah 


Eph 


IJfachar 


at Shumir on f ixt h. 


the government, and died after mdo-e. 

ri° r 111 • .Jo 


Ifrael 23 years. He was fuceeeded by Jair, a j t 
wealthy man of the tribe of Manajfeh beyond Jordan , where f e ' 
he poflefled 30 cities, which he gave to his 30 fons. He judged j Ul 
Ifrael 22 years, and was buried in the city of Camon in the fame 
land. 

During his adminiftration, however, the people not 


returned, as formerly, to 


orfhip of Baal and AJhtaroth 


but adopted alio the gods or every neighbouring nation or tne 
Syrians , the Zidonians , the Ammonites , the Moabites , arid the 


m 


'lijlines and Ammonites 
em crv unto God f 


fherri 

hard 


V1UVA* MV IVilgUl 111UUV v* 

they were bid to go and afk 
had adopted. This anfwer made them fenfible of their folly 5 
they therefore immediately renounced all their idols, and be¬ 
took themfelves in good, earneft to the fervice of God, whofe 
mercy returning with their repentance, he foon found^ out 
means to efFedf their deliverance^ In confidence of God’s af- 


Mizpeb to oppofe the Ammonites 



God not having nominate_ w . . 

chief command to one Jephthah , a man of great courage and ^ _ 

bravery. Jephthah was the fon of Gilead by a concubine, and judge, 
therefore having no right of inheritance, he went to Tob, in Bef. Ch 
the moft northern part of the lot of Manajfeh beyond Jordan , j 1 gg # 
where he became chief of a band of fugitives and idle perfons. 


Vol. L 


B b 


and 



57 ° 


His rafh 
vow. 
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and Penalized himfelf more by his valour than his honefty. 
Jephtbah , upon receiving the meflage of the Gileadites , remon- 
ftrated a little upon their former unkindnefs to him, then agreed 
to accept of the command, on condition that if he happened 
to be fuccefsful in the war, they fhould eftablifli him their go¬ 
vernor for life} which they readily confented to, and folemnlv 
ratified. As foon as he had put himfelf at their head, he fent 
an expoftulatory meflage to the Ammonites ; but finding them 
more bent upon conqueft than a treaty, he prepared to attack 
them without delay ; but before he took the field, either his 
fear or fuperftition put a ftrange expedient into his head to 
make a vow, that if God would but blefs him with an entire 
vi&oiy, he would offer up as a burnt facrifice to him the 
firft living creature that came out of his houfe to meet him at 
his return. Haying totally routed the Ammonites , and deftroy- 
ed many of their cities, ne returned home with joy and tri¬ 
umph, his army being laden with the fpoils of their enemies. 
His rejoicing, however, was foon turned into bitternefsj for 


as he was approaching his own houfe, the firft perfon who 
met him was his daughter, a virgin, and his only child, 
and if we mav believe the Hews, a perfon of exauifite beautv 


only child, 


and if we may believe the Jews, a perfon of exquifite beauty 
and virtue, who at the head of a company of maidens came 
out to congratulate him with timbrels and dances. As foon as 
he faw her he rent his doaths, and with the moil lively ex- 
prefllons of grief, difclofed the fecret to her, which fhe heard 

' # i a ° i ti. i 11 i i n i » 


with a conftancy that could hardly have been expedled in a 
perfon of her tender years. She only begged for a refpite of 
two months, durine which Ihe would retire with fome of her 


two months, during which Ihe wou 

• • . . I * • 1 


with fome of her 


companions into the mountains to bewail her virginity. Her 
requeft being granted, Ihe abfented herfelf during that fhort 
fpace, and at the end of it returned to her father, who did to 
her according to his vow ; that is, according to the generality 
of JewiJh and Chriftian interpreters, he offered her up a burnt 
offering; or according to others, he confecrated her to God, 
and condemned her to perpetual virginity; from whence the 
text mentions, it became cuftomary for the daughters of Jfrael 
to go yearly to lament (according to the firft fenfe) or (ac¬ 
cording to the latter) to condole with Jepbtbab’s daughter four 
days in a year ( a ). 

1 ' 7 ' . This 


(a) A great controverfy there fides, and refer our readers to the 
is among commentators, whether authors who have examined the 


Jephtbah was 
not. As the 


matter at large*. Thofe who 
maintain the hardier fide of the 


really facrificed or not. As the maintain the hardier fide of the 
fubjeft cannot be copioufly treat- queftion allege, that the time* 


ed of here, we mall only give the 


Jephtbah 


heads of the arguments on both fadly addi&ed to idolatry, that to 

* Pagnin. Montan. Munft. Vatabt, Dms. Grot- Cleric. De Lyr. Marian. Cap=l> 


Egypt 


bum 
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This dear-bought victory was like to have proved fatal to He chaf- 
him from another quarter.- He was fcarce returned to his own tifes the 
houfe when the turbulent Ephraimites furrounded it, and in a infolence 
tumultuous manner threatned to fet it oh fire, and to burn him of the 
and all he had, for having dared to engage the Ammonites with- E: hr aim- 
out iummoning them to arms. Jepbthab , inftead of foothing iteu 
them as Gideon on a like occafion had formerly'done, upbraided 
them with their bafehefs in not anfwering his fummons, or 
beftiring themfelves in the leaft againft the common enemy ; 
which reproach fo ftung them, that they fcrupled not, in the 
height of their refentment, to call the Gileadites a pack of fpu- 
rious fugitives and mongrels between Ephraim and Manajfeh. 

A bloody battle enfued, in which thofe of Ephraim were rout¬ 
ed with great lofs, and fled dire&ly towards Jordan-, but the 
Gileadites feizing the fords of that river, fuffered none to 
efcape ; for if they feigned themfelves not Ephraimites , they 
were defired to fay Shibboleth , which by their dialed they pro¬ 
nounced Sibboleth; and this difcovering their country, they 


bum their Ions and daughters in 
the fire to their gods, was a com¬ 
mon p raft ice among the Ifraelites 
as well as other nations. Vows 
of perpetual virginity, they fay, 
are inftitutions of a modern date ; 
and when the circumftance is in- 


ferted, that Jhe knew no man , it is 

not to fignify that (lie lived a per¬ 
petual virgin, but only that fhe 
was fo unhappy as to leave the 
world in her youth. It is alfo 
alleged, that the text is taken in 
this fenfe by JoJephus, Philo, and 
the Chaldee Paraphraft, by the an- 
tient doftors both of the JevjiJh 
and chrillian church, and by the 
compilers of the Homilies of our 
church. Neverthelefs, thofe who 
aintain the merciful fide of the 
queftion, Hill think it improbable 
that Jephthah fhould have been 
fuffered by God, by the high 
prieft, and the whole people, to 
offer the fruit of his own body, 
an innocent young virgin, an only 
child, and a dear and dutiful one, 
the foie objeft: of his prefent com¬ 
fort and- future hopes, in a burnt 
offering unto the Lord, who had 

B 


fo often declared his utter ab¬ 
horrence of all filch abomina¬ 
tions, and rejefted the Canaanites 
upon that very account. Tho* 
he had, perhaps, lived, in the for¬ 
mer part of his life, irregularly ac- 
cuftomed to bloodfhed and rapine, 
yet before he made this vow, it is 
exprefsly faid that the fpirit of God 
came upon him. The terms of 
the vow may be alfo otherwife 
rendered than in our tranflation; 


for the particle <vaw may be pro¬ 
perly taken in the disjunftive 
fenfe, To that his words fhould be 
rendered, ‘ fhall furely be the 

* Lord’s, 5 or 1 I will'offer it up for 

* a burnt offering.’ The verb 
thanab, which is rendered to be¬ 
wail, f gnifies alfo to condole, to 
converge with, to declare or extol? 


and the grief exprefled by Jeph¬ 
thah, might be occafioned by his 
reflecting, that his dear and only 
child, by his vow, was deprived 
of marriage, the greateft blefiing 
of life, according to the opinion 
of the Ifraeiitei, and himfelf of all 

hopes of any pofterity. 



« 



were 



37 * 


Ibzan 

■ninth 

judge. 

ElOtty 

Jib dotty 

judges. 


Eli tenth 
judge. 


Samfon. 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

were immediately put to death. No lefs than 42,000 Eth- 

raimites were (lain on this occafion in the field and at the 

river. Jephtbab is faid to have judged Ifrael, meaning that 

part of it which was on the other fide of Jordan , fix years 

and at his death was honourably buried in one of the cities of 
Gilead. 

Jepbthah was fucceeded by Ibzan , a native of Bethlehem who 
after he had governed feven years, was fucceeded by Elan of 
the tribe of Zebulon , who ruled ten years ; and Elon was fuc- 
ceeded by Abdon, an Ephraimite , who ruled eight years. Of thefe 
three judges the facred hiftory fays nothing remarkable, only 
that the firft and laft of them had a very numerous iffue, which 
was looked upon as a great bleffing in Ifrael. 

During the adminiftration of thefe judges, the Ifraelites en¬ 
joyed a peace of 25 years continuance : but the remarkable re¬ 
pentance and reformation we mentioned before the government 
of Jephtbab beginning now to lofe its effe£t, the Ifraelites re- 
lapfing into their old impieties, God fuffered the Pbiliftines to 
invade and opprefs them for forty years; that is, during almoft 
the whole time of the government of Eli, who was both judge 
and high prieft. Eli was of the family of Itbamar , the younger 
branch of Aaron 's houfe, into which the priefthood had 
been transferred from the elder branch of Eleazar. As he 
is particularly recorded for his indolence and remiffnefs, 
efpecially towards his two fons, whom he fuffered to run into 


the greateft excefles of debauchery and irreligion, it is no 


wonder the Ifraelites did not reform themfelves during his ad- 
miniftratyon. 

Notwithftanding their depravity, God, to point out to them 
from whence they were to expert their deliverance, raifed the 
up a ruler, who was altogether wonderful from his concep¬ 
tion to his death. His name was Samfon , the fon of Manoah , 
a native of Zorah, of the tribe of Dan. He was the miracu¬ 
lous fon of old age and barrennefs. His birth and prowefs 
were foretold by an angel, firft to his mother, then to his fa¬ 
ther, with a ftri£t charge to the mother, that (he fhould ab- 
ftain both from wine and ftrong drink, and from all unclean 
meats during her pregnancy ; and that no razor fhould come 
on the child’s head all his life, becaufe he was to be a Naze* 
rite from his birth. While Samfon was yet a youth, he began 
to give fome notable proofs of extraordinary courage and 
ftrensrth in what was called the camp of the Danites , between 


The Phi- Zorah and EJbtaol , the place of his abode. • How he haraffed 
lijline no- the Philijlines during his twenty years government, and was at 
bles (lain length betrayed into their hands by a treacherous harlot, and 
by him at how, after near a year’s miferable fervitude, he buried, with 
his death, himfelf, all the Pbilijline nobles under the ruins of a mag- 
Bef. Chr. nificent ftru£ture, we have feen in the hiftory of that na- 
1117. tion. His relations, we are told, hearing of his death, 

fetched 
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fetched his body away, and buried it in the fepuichre of his 

anceftors (b). 

Notwithftanding the great confternation of the Phili/lines, 
occafioned by this extraordinary flaughter of their nobility, yet 
fo depraved and difpirited were the Ifraelites , that they made 
but weak attempts to recover their liberty. Their profligacy, 
inftead of being checked, was promoted by their judge Eli, 
then near 100 years old j whofe fons, Hopbni and Phinehas , 
who aCted under him, taking the advantage of his extreme 
weaknefs, committed the greateft abominations. They are The peo- 
branded in fcripture with the worfl: of characters ; fuch as, pie cor- 
that they were fons of Belial', that they knew not the Lord - 3 ruptedby 
that they committed fuch infamous irregularities in the fervice Eli's fons. 
of the tabernacle, as caufed the people to abhor the offering of 
the Lord j that they debauched the women that aflembled at 
the gate of the tabernacle, and that their crimes were very 
great. The wickednefs of a people under fuch profligate go¬ 
vernors, may eafily be conjeCtured. Eli was not unacquainted 
with the conduCt of his fons ; but inftead of chaftizing them, 
as his authority required, he contented himfelf with reproving 
them now and then in fuch gentle and mild terms, as rather 
encouraged them in their wicked practices than deterred them 
from them. God at length being provoked at his remiflnefs, fent 
a prophet to upbraid him with his ingratitude, and to aflure 
him that the high priefthood fhould be taken from his houfe, 
and that his two ions fhould be cut off in one day. This 
heavy fentence was again confirmed by God to young Samuel 
in a vifion, and by him related to Eli. 

Samuel was the fon of Elkanah , a Levite who dwelt in Ra- Samuel 
nab. He was a Nazarite , and devoted to the fervice of the brought 
Lord from his infancy by his mother, who called his name when a 
Samuel , becaufe fhe had afked him of the Lord to put away the child to 
reproach of her barrennefs. Being brought very young by his the taber- 
mother to Shiloch , he was immediately appointed to the. fervice nacle. 
of the tabernacle, and continued with Eli. God having one 
morning revealed to him the heavy j udgments he had denounc¬ 
ed againft Eli’s houfe, Samuel difclofed the vifion to Eli at his 
moft earneft requeft j after which he became known from one 
end of the kingdom to the other to be a prophet of the Lord, 
and to be eftablifhed judge of Ifrael in Eli *s fread. 


Jofebh, 


of Stim/o 


but the greater part of they*.— 

think Boaz to have been the fame 

♦ 1 ^ - 


9 

in the time of Deborah , others in 
the time of Gideon; but according 
to UJher , whofe opinion is thought 
moll probable, it happened in the 


If- time of Sbamgar. As David is 


reel; but both opinions arc contrary named in the genealogy of Boaz, 
to the chronology of thofe times, it is probable the book was not 
home of our chronologers place it written till his time. 
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The If rat- Not long after this, the Ifraelites being repulfed in an attempt 
Utes de- againft the Philiftines with the lofs of 4000 men, refolved to 
feated by bring the ark of God into their camp, which they fuppofed 
the Phi- would be a fure means of fuccefs. The confequence, how* 
iifiinesy ever, was quite otherwife; for both the battle and the ark were 
and the loft in one day, and the two fons of Eli flain. The old prieft 
ark taken, waiting with anxious concern for the event, had feated him- 
Bef. chr. felf on a bench in- the high way to Shiloh and as foon as he 
1116. heard the news of the ark’s being taken by the enemy, he 

fainted away, and falling backward from his feat, broke his 
neck and died, after he had been fupreme magiftrate in Ifrael 
forty years. His daughter-in-law, the wife of Phineasy upon 
hearing all thefe dreadful news, fell in travail, and teftiHed the 
excefs of her grief by calling her infant fon Ichabof to fignify 
the glory of Jjrasl was departed, and expired immediately after. 
Ahitub , another fon of Phineas , is fuppofed to have fucceeded 
his grandfather EE, as we find his fon Ahiah high prieft in the 
time of Saul* who flew Ahimelech his brother and fucceffor. 
Abiathar the fon of Ahimelech , was the laft of Eli’s race that en¬ 
joyed the high priefthood. 

Vie haye formerly related what befel the ark of the cove¬ 
nant and thofe that kept it captive, and in what manner it 
came back to Ifrael *. Its wonderful and unexpected return 
to Bethfoemefoy caufed an univerfal joy in all the people, who 
came crowding from all the adjacent parts to feaft their eyes 
with the fight of it, as it was then the time of harveft. The 

* priefts and Levites claye the wood of the cart, and offered up 
the two milch kine that brought it for a burnt offering upon a 

• large ftone in the field where it flopped. The people of Betb- 
Jhemejh* however, from an'imprudent curiofity, adventuring to 
look into the ark, which, was exprefsly againit the divine com¬ 
mand, were punifhed with immediate death, to the number 
of 50,070 men 


according to 


u according to ours and moft other verftons, but 
Each art 50 men of a thoufand, in which fenfe 
yofephus~hzs taken the paffage, and fays there were only 70 
flain. The people of Bethjhemejh , terrified with this daughter, 
entreated the inhabitants of Kiri ath-jear im to fetch the ark 
away from them j which requeft they accordingly complied 
with, and brought the ark to the houfe of one Abinadab, in 
the higheft part of their city, where it continued till David ’s 
time, that is about 70 years. 

Samuelt he Samuel , upon the death of Eli , fucceeding to the govern- 
tenth mentj called the people together, and exhorted them very 
judge, earneftly to renounce their idolatrous practices and adhere to 

the fervice of the true God, who would deliver them out of 
the hands of the Philiftines. The people readily complied, 
and afterwards aflembling, according to his appointment, at 
Mizpeby they held a folemn faft and humiliation to the Lord. 



* 


See the hiftory of the Philiftines. 


This 
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This unufual meeting gave umbrage to the Philijlines , who The Phi* 
coming upon them unexpectedly, put them in the utmoft con- lift mss mi- 
lernationj but upon Samuel’s facrifice and interceffion, fuch raculoufly 
Urn of thunder and lightning fell upon the Pkili/lines as defeated. 


they were advancing to battle, that they turned and fled in Bef. Chrift 
: confufion, and were purfued by the Ifraelites with great 1096. 
hter unto Bethera. Samuel , in memory of this fienal and mi- 


[gliLCi uiltu JJCUJCi u* uivuiuty Ul uu) llgliiU aUU 

u lous deliverance, ere&ed a great ftone between Mizpeh 


that 


he called Eben-Ezer, or the Jlone of help 
his death, the Pkili/lines were fo far fr 


and from 


gainft 


nliflines were fo far from making 
(finely that they fuffered them to 
recover all the cities they had taken from them. 

The Ifraelites alfo being unmolefted by the other neighbour¬ 
ing nations, Samuel employed himfelf, during the greateft part 
of his government, in the peaceable adminiftration of juftice; 
for which purpofe he took an annual circuit round a great 

But as he .advanced in years, he ap- 

to the execution of that 


trad of the country. 


Joel 


became 
Ifrael 


m a 


body to him, and complaining of the grievances they lay un¬ 
der. demanded to have the form of their government chai 


nations. 


[ anointed over them, that they might be like other The peat 
Their demand was far from being agreeable to pie defire 


God 


mvu ****** -- 

queft, which was an affront levelled 


perfifted 


He ordered him, however, to 
gatives and rights the king wo 


:qu 

uid 


them, that flavery to them and their children, fubie&ion to to , IS 

' a ^ 1 r 1*1 % vi 


meaneft offices, lofs of liberty 


would be 


The people neverthelefs perfifting obftinately 
emand, God defired Samuel to inform them 


that he would not fail 
The appearance of _ 
was indeed very remarkable. 


el 


Kith 


king 


tribe of Benjamin, a very tall handfome youth, happening about Bef. Ch. 
this time to be lent with a fervant to feek after fome ftrayed 
a lies, after feveral days ufelefs fearch, came to the place where 
Samuel refided, and applied to him for intelligence about them. 

a v n 1 .. . t ;• i_• . •_• r___t. 
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God 


advancing towards him, being informed' 
it he was the perfon to be appointed king,»when 
3 him 1 for information, anfwered him in a refpedf- 
and telling him, in fhort, thatthe affes 


purdofe of God to raife 


ity 


modeftly alleged 


t 


unfit for 
v Samuel 


privately without the city, as he was returning home ; the 


in* tdkeh~of the truth of 

B 


nation 



cry 



His firft 
exploit. 
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nation to that office, foretelling himfeveral events which fhould 
befal him in his return home; and alluring him that he fhould 

find himfelf endowed with fuch a fuperior portion of God’s 

fpirit, as would give him a new heart, to that he would fhortlv 
feel himfelf quire another man. 

To make his choice and inauguration more public, Samuel 
called an aii'embly of the people at Mizpeh , and caufed them 
to prefent themfelves by their tribes before the Lord. As the 
tribes paffed, iituheir order, that of Benjamin was taken, then 
was the family of Matri chofen, and of that family the fon of 
Kijh. Whilft thi? was doing Saul had hid himfelf, but being 
foon after brought into the alfembly, and recommended to them 
by Samuel , the air immediately rang with the people’s fhouts, 
long live the fang, Samuel then repeated to the people in what 
refpects they v/ere to be fubjedt to the king, and how far his 
prerogatives extended; and afterwards writing his difeourfe, 
ordered it to be kept as a record. After tbe ceremony of pro¬ 
claiming and anointing tire king, the people were difrjiilled^ 
and Saul returning to his own houfe at Gibeah , was voluntarily 
followed by a number of brave men. Some few, however, 
from envy or difappointment, murmured openly at his pro¬ 
motion, and fcornea to make him any prefents ; which indig¬ 
nity he prudently took no notice of, that he might have nq 
tjjmplt or difor^er in the beginning of his reign. ' 

He had not been many days upon the throne before there 
happened a fit occafion for him to exert himfelf, and to let the 
people fee how - well he could ufe his new authority. The 
inhabitants of Jabejh Gilead , on the other fide "Jordan , being 
flraitly befieged by the Ammonites , and all honourable terms 
of capitulation being rejected, they lent to Saul and the elders 
of Ifrael , entreating their afiiffance. Saul, in a few days, by 
fending a threatning meflage through the tribes, affembled an 
army of 330,000 men, and marching direbfly to the relief of 
the place, and attacking the befiegers by break of day, fo to¬ 
tally routed and difperfed them, that fcarce two of them were 
left together. The people, elevated with this fignal vi&ory, 
were for putting all thofe to death who had refufed to acknow¬ 
ledge &7#/for th'qir king} he, however, generoufly withftood 

'it} but Samuel thinking it, a proper time to give the malcon¬ 
tents an opportunity to come ip,. propofed that the people 
fhould all- aifemble at. Gilgal to confirm Saul’s election, which 
was accordingly'/.done -with mucht.jejoicing apd folemnity. 
Samuel at this? time<being. to refigp his authority entirely into 
the hands of Saul, tookvthe opportunity of vindicating his ad- 

jniniftration . r He - therefore - challenged them, as he was now 

old, and ready to leave the, world, to accufe him openly be¬ 
fore their new king if he.had-eommittpd any fraud, injuftice, 
pr Qppregionjagairift any of them, that fie might now make 
them refiitution before bp died ; apd he had the fatisfaftion of 
being cleared and commended’ by the : general voice of the peo¬ 
ple. He-' theft recapitulated jail the grievpus thraldoms whiefy 

v * - • •* k 
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^ieir idolatry and difobedience had drawn upon them, and the 
mai 


piewcu ~ 

extraordinary 

wheat harveft. 


y fignal deliverances which God had wrought for them 
upon their repentance. To convince them that they had dif- 

pleafed God by afking a king, he obtained by his prayers an 

" ftorm of thunder and rain, though it was then 

a feafon remarkably ferene. The people ter¬ 
rified by the ftorm, acknowledged their offence $ upon which 
Samuel interceded for them, and alluring them that he would 
continue his good offices to them as long as he lived, exhorted 
them and their king to continue ftedfaft in their obedience to 
God, otherwife they might both expert to be deftroyed. 

After this folemn ratification of the kingdom, Saul, in the 
fecond year of his reign, difmiffed all his army except 3000 
men, two of which he kept for his body guard, and the other 
thoufand were to attend his fon Jonathan , who bein 
of great bravery, went and fmote a garrifon c ' 

Giia, which in effect was a declaration of 



thegarifon 


on the feventh 
burnt offering, 
him highly for 


i/m quickly taking arms, came and encamped at Michmajk of Gebeu 
with an immenfe army of foot befides 6000 horfe, and, accord¬ 
ing to our tranflation, 30,000 chariots, but according to fome, 
only 3000. The 1 fra elites, intimidated by this moft formidable 
army, inftead of taking the field, hid themfelves in caves and 
Jens, whilft fome even fled beyond the Jordan . Their terror 
was probably encreafed, as they found themfelves without 
inns, the Philijlines having ftript them of all kinds of weapons, 
and neither allowed them a finith nor a forge in their whole 
country. The truth is, that both prince and people were 
greatly intimidated, becaufe Samuel, whofe company at this 
jundure was impatiently expelled, was not yet come; fo that 
the king fearing his troops would dwindle away to a fmall 
handful, or that he ftiould be furprized by the' enemy before 
lie had implored the protection of God, ventured 
Jay to offer up fome peace offerings and a 1 
irnuel arriving immediately after, blamed 
what he had done j and whether he interpreted the adlion as 
aprefage of Saul's future rafhnefs and want of faith, or whe¬ 
ther bis rejc&ion had been already revealed to him, he told 
Km he had adted very foolifhly, and that his difobedience to 
ws command would caufe the kingdom to be transferred 
to him to a more worthy perfon. He then went to Gibe ah, 
whither he was followed by Saul and Jonathan with their lit¬ 
tle army, confifting only of 600 unarmed men. Jonathan foon The pfa 
w being moved by fome divine impulfe, and furprizing one Mi ne 
of the out-pofts of the enemy, their whole army was ftruck / rmy p ur- 
!?fh fuch a pannick, that they retreated with the utmoft pre- pr jf e( j by 
citation and confufion ; and being purfued by Saul's forces Jonathan 
Mother Ifraelites from their lurking-holes, there were very and entire¬ 
ly of them cut off. This vidbory, great as it was, might j y route ^. 
r? Ve been more compleat, hacf not Saul unadvifedly adjured J 
r a ™y not to ftop their purfuit to take any refrefhmept, 

<7 this rafh curfe he defeated his own purpofe 3 for the peo¬ 
ple 
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£le becoming faint, were not able to continue the purfuitfo 
lone as they mieht have done, and had almoft pat™ nssa 


of the cattle with the blood. But what was like to 


proved ftill worfe, Jonathan 
ther’s imprecation, had eatei 



for which 


in 


had not the whole' army interpofed. 


The If* 


raeties 

T-_ @ 


finding 


vi<ftory 


Kept the people j 
againft the Philijl 


maxe 

them- 


them 


peditions againft them, and alfo againft the Ammonites . the 

4 I JT » •. .1 W 71 I ♦ 1 . 1 A • W t m « / U4W 


felves for- 


Moabites 


midable 


the Amalekites 


,r ; ****** utu/ 

The fa:red 


to all their gi yes us no particular account of any of thefe wais 


neigh¬ 


bours. 


J)a vid 


anoi 


in ted 


Jcing. 
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that of Amalek excepted, which we have already reiatea; net 
ther is it eafy to guefs at what period of Sauls reign ariyo 

What we know of him farther is. that k 


them ha 


ippened 
rortv vc 


reigned, rorty years, was a valiant and lucceistul prince, and very 
tnuch curbed the ftrength of all his enemies round about: fo 


w God with 

he mieht have avoided the 


of rejection pronounced againft him by the prophet. This, we 


find, made fo deep an impreflion upon him, that he was con 


while he went and paid his adoration to God 


him 


caft 


Samuel complied, and having then caufed the proud Am* 


lekitijh 



and from 


time never came more to Saul, 


God, who comifian 



him to go to Bethlehem , and anoint one of the fons of Jejfi 

in his room. Samuel . that his iournev mip-ht not five offence 


Samuel , that his journey might not give 
to the king, or draw the public attention, went thither under 

took an heifer with him. 


Bef. Ch. the pretence 


Having 


facrificing 


fons. When 


JeJTe 

'tab* 


r e to the facrifice, he 


fee 


the eldeft, appeared, he had fuch a noble. 


ftately appearance, that Samuel immediately conje&ured that 
he was the perfon chofen for Saul’s fucceffor; but God de- 
firing him not to regard the outward appearance, reje&d 
Eliab and his fix other brothers. Samuel , not a little furprifed, 

if he had not another fon. He replying that he had 


7 ‘J‘ 


fheep, Samuel deftred 


he might be fent for j and upon his appearance, God imme 
diately ordered him to anoint him ; which ceremony he ac¬ 
cordingly performed in the prefence of his brethren, or ac¬ 
cording to others, apart from his brethren, that his dengna- 
tion to the kingdom might not then be publickly known. ^ 

minted. 01 


as 


only left them in doubt as to the intention of the ceremony. 
pavitfy for that was the ftripling’s name, was very &ir and 

beautmil 5 



o 
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utiftil j and from the time of his anointing, the 


379 


Lord 



after Saul , who was now rejected by God 
tormented with an evil fbirit* or bv a 


choly; and young David being recommended to him as an 
Excellent mufician, and remarkable alfo for prudence and bra- 
fery, he fent for him to court. The cornel inefs of David 's per- 
fijn, joined with the fweetnefs of his mufic and his other ac- 
applifhments, won Saul*s heart fo far that he made him his 


Relieves 

Saul* s me- 
1 ancholy. 


„ bearer, and obtained of hi9 father 
jinue near his perfon. Saul being curec 
mi returned 


- 

melancholy. 


Philijlines probably taking courage from the report 
Ws diftemper, foon after made a new incurfion into t 
4 nd, and advanced with a numerous army into the tribe 

Saul, at the head of the Ifraelites , marched out agaij 
, and encamped on a hill oppofite to them. After t 
two armies had continued in the fame fituation forty days 

A • • T\ i V • 1 « - _ / 



David 



diions for his 
's army, and 
klfraelites. occa 
Miftine ns 

^infthim; and putting his confidence in God 
W him with a fling and a few pebble ftones. 
Rriaty was 


with fome 


three eldeft brothers, who were then in 
perceiving a general confirmation among 
honed by the daily challenges of a gigantic 

he bravely offered to take the field 


Tho 


. w David undauntedly run towards him, and flunj 
fene with fuch dexterity, that it funk into his fkull, and 
HI to the earth. 


Hath. 


Gc- 


UPbiliJlines ; and David having fo greatly diftinguifhed 1 
i, was honoured by the people, and promoted by Saul. 
Waviour on that occafion alfo procured him the efteem 
lifiion of 'Jonathan , a prince of generous fentiments and 
inordinary bravery. Their fouls, we are told, were knit 

aail 1 - V / t 11 l • /• I t • A 


of 


His 


ffa} and David 
^ love of women. 



But in the return from this expedition. 


Jsefteem- 
ed and be¬ 
loved by 
Jonathan^ 


being extremely lavifh 


of David\ 


iealoufy was awakened, and from that moment he began b ut hated 

fcUDOn him as bis mnfi- dancrerniis rival* and trincrbr Cpvp- i .. • ^ 


ol opportunities to cut him off. 

■Bmid’s moderation at length making Saul afhamed to own 
*refentment, he concealed his envy, and under pretence of 
Awarding his merit, which he obferved was univerfally ac-f 

in marriage, if he would 
nes. and bring him ioo 


by Saul, 


wvleged, offered him his daughter 
7 ® ?n incurfion againft the j rhilijl 



amid fucceeding, contrary to his wifhes, who ne- 
rhter; but his malice being only heigh- verthelefc 


J tlicir forefkins. 

*Pye him his daughter; Dut ms malice Deing omy 
^by David? s growing fame, he at length deured Jonathan gives him 
jwfeviaal of his attendants to put him to death. At the hisdaugh- 
^wceffioir of Jonathan , however* 


this wicked 


ter m mar- 


fign, riage 
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fign, and in hopes the enemy would cut him off, he Tent him 
againft the Philijiines. David returning to court in triumph, 
again narrowly efcaped being murdered by SauPs own hand : 
and the night following, to avoid thofe who fought his life; 
was obliged to efcape from his own houfe by a window, his 
wife Michal deceiving her father’s meflengers, by putting an 
image or teraphitai in his bed, and pretending he was lick, 
Having retired to Ramah , he gave an account-of his fufferings 
to Samuel , and went with him to Naioth in that neighbour¬ 
hood, where was a fchool or college of prophets. Saul hear¬ 
ing of his retreat, fent meflengers to fetch him from thencej 
but they were no fooner come within fight of Samuel and the 
prophets, but they were feized with a prophetic fpirit, and re¬ 
turned not again. Finding that the meflengers, which he fent a 
fecond and a third time, were afte&ed in the fame manner, 
he went thither himfelf, and as he drew near to the place, be- 
gan alfo to prophefy. Upon his arrival at Naioth , he con¬ 
tinued prophefying, and ftripping off his upper garments, lay 
down on the ground all that day and the night following,! 

~ off, and to have a 

they fwore to each 


which cave an ODDortunitv to David 


David 


"Jonathan , wherein 
friendfhip. Jonathan foon after venturing 


Da<v : d 
flees to 


J + « 

ed to kill him; which behaviour fo convinced the young mai 
of the king’s implacable refentment againft his friend, that he 
airedtly advifed David to confult his fafety by flight. Then 
renewing their proteftations of friendfhip, they tenderly era- 

took a fad farewell of each other. 

of fecurity in Ifrael ., fled with a few 
Nob , and feeine the hieh orieft Akimelech who re- 


David 


Ahimlechy fided there furprized that he was not attended as ufual, he 

pretended to have been fent upon urgent bufinefs by the king 


with him. 


reffefhment 


who with 
all the 
priefts at 
Nob are 


:ofthefhew 

then afked for fome arms j and the fword of Goliath bein; 
brought him, he girt it on, and taking his leave of the high 
prieft, he fled to Achijk king of Gath. Obferving, however 
that the Philijiines endeavoured to prejudice Achijhz%zin& him 
he prudently feigned himfelf mad j fo that Achijh ordering hinj! 
to be fent away, he went and concealed himfelf in the cave ol 
Adullam. 

_.__ ___ _ _^ _ o _ ^ Doeg , an Em 

mite , the chief of his herdfmen, that he had feen David at 
Nob, and that Ahimelcch had enquired of the Lord for him, anq 
furnifhed him with oroviflons and a fword, he imtf. q 


the 


nnitift'v ately ordered the high prieft and all his kindred to be brought 
.A to him, and inveiehinz bitterlv aeainft him, without givwjj 


put to 
death by 
Saul. 


againft 

him leifure to juftify himfelf, he ordered them all to be put tq 
death. His fervants, however, declining to execute his co®1 
mand, he defired Doeg the Edomite to perform that cruel office, 
which he immediately did, killing on the fpot 85 innocent P en 
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jons, The king, not fatiated with this cruelty, caufed the 
whole inhabitants of Nob, with all their cattle, to be put to 
the fword. Abiathar , however, one of the fons of Ahimelech, 
tfcaped from this maflacre and fled to David, who condoling 
with him upon the ruin of his family, promifed for the future 
to proted him at the hazard of his life. David, by this time, 
was at the head of a confiderable body of men, who from po¬ 
verty, difcontent, and other motives, had joined him from dif¬ 
ferent quarters. Having left his parents in the land of Moab, 
under the prote&ion of the king, he, by the advice of the pro¬ 
phet Gad, who was alfo with him, went into the foreft of 
tiaretb in the land of Judah j and hearing that the Pbilijiines 
were fpoiling Keilah , he marched and refcued that city from 
the enemy. To avoid the purfuit of Saul, he went from 
thence with 600 followers to the wildernefs of Ziph, where he 
Ikulked among the woods, caves, and rocks. Saul in vain 
endeavoured to feize him j Jonathan, however, found him out 
in a wood, where they again renewed their covenant, Jona¬ 
than obtaining a promife that he fhould be fecond in autho¬ 
rity to. David, when his friend was in poffeffion of the king¬ 
dom. Saul fbon after, at the perfuafion of the Ziphites, fent 
a party againft him; but David having intelligence of their « 
inarch, removed into the wildernefs of Maon, whither he was 
alfo purfued by the king, who had almoft enclofed him and 
cut off his efcape, when he was haftily obliged to retire to 
oppofe an incurfion of the Pbilijiines . David then removed 
into the wildernefs of Engeji, and foon . after was befet by 
Saul, who had quickly repulfed the invaders, and returned in 
purfuit of him with 3000 men. Saul one day happened, upon David's - 
an urgent occafion, to enter alone into the cave where David generality 
and his men lay concealed. Though David was immediately to Saul, 
urged by his followers to difpatch his adverfary, he would 
not, however, liften to their arguments, but only went foftly 
and cut off the Ikirt of his robe, and appeafed the refentment 
of his men, by reprefenting to them how heinous a crime it 
was to ftretch forth an hand againft a lawful prince and the 
Lord’s anointed. Saul was no fooner gone out of the cave 
than David followed him, and calling after him, begged of 
him, in the moft tender and refpetftful manner, no longer to 
.entertain any unworthy fufpicions of him, giving him a proof 
of the innocency of his intentions, by fhewing him the piece of 
his robe which he had cut off. This inftance of his generofity 
fo affefted Saul that he burft into tears, and with the utmoft 
compun&iori acknowledged his guilt in perfecuting him un- 
juftly, owning that he was firmly perfuaded he would be king 
of ijrael, and therefore defired him to fwear not to revenge 
the injuries he had done him upon any of his children. Having 
obtained this promife,; He returned home : ; but David, not daring 
totruft to his (air words, ftill kept himfelf clofe in the faft- 
tfes of the hills. 

Much 


3 82 

Samuel 

dies. 

Bef. Ch. 
1059. 
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Much about this time the prophet Samuel d\eA, in the 97th or 
th year of his age, and was buried at Ramab in great folem- 


and 


t tne peop 
wildernefs 


bmiti\ 


near to Maori or Carmel , which was alfo in the tribe of Judah. 
In the neighbourhood of this pjace there lived a wealthy man, 
whole name was Nabal , of a proud and brutilh difpofition. 
While David abode before in this wildernefs, his men, who 
were under ftri£fc difcipline, inftead of doing any injury to 
Nabal’s flocks, had rather been a fafeguard to them. David 


which 


Nabal was employed in his (heep-{hearing, 


and entertainment, fent meflengers to him,, requefting him, 
with great civility, to fend him and his men fome portion of his 


good cheer. Nabal returned a moft churlilh anfwer; which foi 
jncenfed David , that he fwore to deftroy his whole family; and 
for that purpofe fet out with 400 men. While he was on his 
march, he was met by Abigail, a prudent and beautiful woman, 

the wife of Nabal , who being informed of the brutilh beha¬ 
viour of her hufband, had haftily carried out an elegant and 
plentiful fupply of provifions, and, by a difcreet apology, pre« 
vented him from putting his rafh purpofe in execution; for 
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r as met by Abigail) a prudent 
Nabal. who being informei 


While he was 


which 


l 


Naki 


dying ten days after, David fent for Abigail) and married her 
MichaL Saul’s daughter, having been given to another durin: 


his 


David 
gives an¬ 
other 
proof of 
his gene- 
roflty. 


# 

lg foon after to the defert of Zifh ., Saul 
generoflty, came thither again in purfui 


3000 men. David perceiving the great fecurity that prevailed 11) 
his enemy’s camp, had the confidence to enter it in the night¬ 
time with his nephew Abijhai) and brought off a cruife of watet 
and Saul’s fpear, which was ftuck in the ground at his headi 
This action gave Saul a fecond proof of David’s great genera- 
fity, which fo affefted him, that he acknowleged his folly ant 
inj uftice with the moft lively tokens of remoffe, and promiftn| 
never to feek his life any more, parted from him with expreffioni 


Retires to 

Gath. 


David. 


friendlhip 


owever, knowing the inftability 
sly too far upon his fair promile 
ijh king of Gath, who received h 


would not rel 
more to AchiJ, 
and allowed 1 


Saul 


Noi 


defire, he gave 


xeafing 


number of his 101 


army, many 


foldiers coming over to him. With thefe he ufed to make incur 
fions, unknown to the king, into the countries of the Gjpuf 
iteS) Gerizites , and AmalekiteS) three nations under the Divin 
anathema, and, to prevent any information, put all to tn 
fword. Upon his return, by certain ambiguous expreflions, 
made the king believe that the booty he brought back with hi 


1 

H 


51 ' 
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^astaken from the Ifraelites. By this he fo intirely gained the The Phi- 
confidence of Achijh , that a war foon after breaking out between Uftines in- 
the Yhilifiints ana Jfraelites , Achijh deiired him to attend him vade Tf- 
vith his men to the field. The other Philijline chiefs, how- raeJ. 
ever, apprehenfive that David would make his peace with Saul, 
hydeferring to him in the time of the engagement, ordered Achijh 
to lend him back. Upon his return, finding the city of Ziklag 
failed and burnt by the Amalekites , he immediately purfued the 
invaders ; and a few days after furprizing them in the evening, 
ioft totally cut them off, and recovered all that they had 
uken from Ziklag , and feveral rich fpoils befides. 

Saul, in the mean time, having arrived with his army in the 
Jghbourhood of the Philiftines, upon viewing the great num- 
w nf their trooos. was filled with uneafy apprehenfions. What 


heightened his terror and defpair, was his convi&ion that God 
y now forfaken him, he having confulted him upon this pref- 
dflg junfture, without receiving any ianfwer. To eafe his per¬ 
plexity he difguifed himfelf, and with two attendants went in 
the night to Endor , about three leagues from mount Gilboa where 
be was encamped, to confult a witch that lived there. As he ^/con- 
bid formerly put to death all thole who were found to ufe en- fults the 
(hantments, the woman fufpe&ed that he only wanted to en- witch of 
trap her, and inform againft her ; but upon his fwearing fecrecy, Endor 


file railed 
herfelf, as 


up the prophet Samuel , being then 
me difcovered that it was the King 


terribly alarmed about the 
who was come event of 


t perfon to enquire of her. Saul comforted her, and per- the war. 
ceiving the apparition, was ftruck with awe, and bowed him- 
Idf to the ground. The apparition, or, as the text fays, 

Srnuel, then addrefled him, and aiking him why he had difturbed 
him to call him up, was anfwered by Saul, that the Philiftines 
With a powerful army had invaded him} and that God having 
Waken him, he was obliged in his extremity to call upon him. 

Samuel then replied, JVhy doji thou ajk my advice, feeing thy dif> 

Mience to Goa’s commands hath alienated him from thee , and that 

iLl'_j_ ■ •_2. • j ) t\/t _ -iL- r_ 1 - j.d _ 


mience to Goers commands bath alienated him from thee > and that 
th kingdom is given to David ? Moreover the Lord will deliver 
hojt of Ifrael into the hands of the Philiftines, and to-morrow 
andthy fans Jhall be with zb*. This dreadful denunciation fo 
afe&ed Saul, that his ftrength forfaking him, he fell fiat on the 


A 


l is g 

Ifrael 


Pound, being quite exhausted by falling all the preceding day. 
His fervants having raifed him up, he was perfuaded by them 
and the woman, tho* with the greateft relii&ancy, to take fome 
(efrelhment after which he departed before break of day (a). 

A dread- 


(a) No place in Scripture has difficulties occur: fome expK- 
7® more caovafled, both by an- cations of it, however, appear 


and modem authors, than 
jbispaffage. It muft be acknow- 

that in whatever lenfe the 
wory of the apparition is taken. 


cations of it, however, appear 
to us much more exceptionable 
than others, According ro fome, 
the whole was only a meer cheat 

and juggle of the forcer efs; and 

others. 
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Saul’s de¬ 


death. 


Bef. Ch. 


1055 


A dreadful battle foon enfuing, the Ifraelites were totally routed * 

onrl ^PPinrr f hrpp hie (r\rto /loin nnrl U-!_ 1 • . J 


feat and and Saul feeing three of his Tons flain, and being himfeif 

grievoufly wounded by the P/u/j/fiw* archers, for fear of falling 
into their hands and being infulted, ruflied upon his own Aim!? 
and died. nrn -- 1 11 - - wort 


The Pkilijlines next day could not forbear ventin? 
their refentment on his dead body and thofe of his fons. Thev 
mangled and hung them up upon the walls of Bethjhan ; but the 


grateful Jabejbites remembfering how Saul had faved them former¬ 


ly from lofing their eyes and liberty, fent fome of their braveft 
men, and carrying them off in the night, gave them an honour¬ 
able burial at Jabejh. The Pkilijlines , in confequence of their 


victory, took poffeffion of many of the cities of the Ifraelites 

_1_n_J ^ __ aA _ . 1 J 


who fled to the mountains, and left them to the conquerors. 

• T 1 f*. 1 l • * « * 


David, two days after he was returned to Ziklag, received 


the news of the death of Saul and Jonathan by an Amalekite 

_ \ 1 _ l 4 . l: __ 31 _ 


who brought him Saul’s crown and bracelets; but unadvifedlv 

_' i. j: 1 l i •_„ l,: i_• 1 _n 1 t . .1 


pretending that he had given the king his laft wound at his de- 

fl _ * /L_J _i..’ __ __l __ r . • , . . . 


fire, inftead of meeting with an ample compenfation, which he 


doubtlefs expe&ed, he was immediately put to death, for bavin? 

in*-_ 1 _u- i_ j _• n r _ v. i nm 7 , P 


lifted up his hand againft the Lord’s anointed. The melancholy 

__ f ^1_1 *_V J__ _T . . 1 1 r . /• i •» * 


news of the king's death, and the total defeat of the Ifraelites 

r _ rr_ n. _ j r\ • j_j l* rn .i . .i , , ' 


fb affeCted David and his followers, that they rent their clothes, 

—_I_J _J_^_J rv n _ i *i • -r^ . • 7 


and mourned, and wept and faffed until evening. David par 


others, who admit of an appari¬ 
tion, think it was the devil, or an 
evil fpirit, which aflumed the fhape 
of Samuel. But it is contrary to 
all probability that the woman 
would have dared to have given 
fuch a dreadful denunciation to 
Saul ; or if it was the devil, that 
he would fo zealoufly have repre¬ 
hended him for his wickednefs, or 
have ufed the name of God fo 
often in his fhort intercourfe. 
Neither can we conceive it pof- 
fible for an evil fpirit to foretel 
fuch a cafual event as the rout of 
the Ifraelites , and the death of 
Saul and his fons; as the very 
prediction would be a motive to 
Saul to ftmn an engagement, and 

the Ifraelites , though in worfe 
circumftances, had often been 
bleffed with victory. It feems to 
have been the opinion of the an¬ 
cient Jews that Samuel’s ghoft ap¬ 
peared to the king; for in Ecclefi- 
aJUcus (chap, xlvi.) it is faid, 

4 


ft 


jphefed , and/he wed the king his tni 


and the infpired hiftorian exprefly 
tells us the woman faw Samuel. Iris 


not probable that if he hadthought 


it only a juggle of the forcerefs, or 


an evil fpirit, he would haveomit 


ted every thing that tended todif* 

and inhis narration 


inffrted every thing that tended to 


confirm 


Mofe 


appearance, 
find, were feen convening with 


Saviour 


aflumed fuch vehicles as were vifi 


ble to mortal eyes; therefore it is 


not improbable that God, to make 


the greater impreffion on Saul, 


might permit Samuel to appear 


i 


and reprove him ; and that fome- 

thing extraordinary happened, may 

alfo be conjeClured from thelhrieks 
of the woman. Waterland 


Calmet Dif¬ 


fer t. fa 


Divert, v. iv. 

- Vattar it a Gletnwlf^ Sat 


duds, triumph 


ticularly 


■ 
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j} cu lariy, being deeply affe&ed with the lofs of his beloved jo* 
iitharii compofed one of the fineft elegies that was ever penned. 


3*5 


on him and his father. 

Soon after David, by God’sdire&ion, removed with his fa- David 
Jly and forces to Hebron , where he was anointed king over anointed 
Mah by thofe of that tribe, who came to him in multitudes; king of 
flhile Abneri Saul’s general, proclaimed his fon IjhboJheth, then Judah at 
jo years old, king of Ifrael at Mahanaim beyond Jordan. The Hebron. 
two rival kings endeavoured each to ftrengthen their party, The othet 
without committing any hoftilities againft each other, for two tribes ad- 
years. At length Abner paffing the Jordan , advanced with an here to 
army to the pool of Gibeon , where he was oppofed by Joab, IjhboJheth w 
David’s general, with the men of Judah. The two armies 
being in fight of each other, Abner fent Joab a challenge to fight 
twelve of one army againft twelve of the other. Thefe com¬ 
batants were no fooner come within fight of each other, than 
each man took his antagonift by the head and fheathed his fword 

in his body; fo that they were all killed upon the fpof. A battle 
immediately enfuing, Abner’s army was totally routed, and him- 
felfforced to fly for his life. He loft, however, only 360 men; 
and of the troops of David there were only 20 men miffing. 


among whom was Afahel , Joab ’s 1 
eagerly after Abner, was killed by 

' a r*._• 1 _ 


brother, who, purfuing too 
him with a back-ftroke of 


his fpear. After this battle David’s party grew daily ftronger, 
and that of IjhboJheth weaker; the war, however, continued for 
fome time, till the death of IjhboJheth. 

Abner , the chief fupporter of IjhboJheth’s caufe, fet fuch a Va¬ 
lue upon his own fervices, that he prefumed to have a criminal 
intercourfe with one of Saul’s concubines, named Rizpah , 
which in thofe days was looked upon as an indignity offered to 
the royal family, and an affecting of the kingdom. Being on 
that account gently reprimanded by IjhboJheth , he refented the re¬ 
proof fo highly, that he fwpre he would from that moment be¬ 
come a friend to David. Soon after, having made propofals of 
an accommodation to David , he went to him with his wife Mi- 
dial , whom IjhboJheth had defired him to conduct to her hufband. 

Having now openly efpoufed David’s intereft, he took his leave 
of him, with the defign to reconcile all the tribes to his obe¬ 
dience. Joab quickly after returning from an expedition againft 
{he Philijlines, and hearing that Abner had been gracioufly re¬ 
ceived by David , fent for him back unknown to the king, and 
killed him as foon as he came to the gate of the city, under pre¬ 
tence of revenging his brother Afahel ’s death, but much more 
likely from a motive of jealoufy, and to rid himfelf of fo pow¬ 
erful a rival. David not being in a condition to punifh Joab , 
was obliged to content himfelf with protefting his innocence, 
and imprecating vengeance on the author of the bloody deed; 
making a magnificent funeral for Abner , and following the corps 
.himfelf as chief mourner. 

IjhboJheth’s affairs now declining apace, two of his captains, Who is 
haanah and Rechab , confpired againft him, and barbaroufly treachp* 


Vol.I, 


C c 


murdering 
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murdering him on his bed, cut off his head, and brought it to 
murdered David at Hebron ; but inftead of the reward they expected H e 
by two of rebuked them Severely, and ordered them to be put to 

s head to be buried in the fepulchre of 


his own 
captains. Abner. 

David ac- 
know- 
leged as 
king by 


tnem levereiy 
uftng JJbboJheth 


IJhboJheth’s death was no fooner known, than all the tribes, af- 
fembled at Hebron, to the number of 320,600 men, ail readv 
armed and expert warriors ; and a mutual com pail being drawn 


between them and David , they 


Anin- 


the twelve confiderable party of Benjamites Hill adhered to the houft 


tribes. 


Saul ; but not being able to give David 


Bef. Ch. wi^out minding the malecontents, the following year invefted 


1048. 


feryfal 


notwithftanding 


ri'/al 

and 


1 


pregnable fituation, he made himfelf matter of: and having py 

_11~J ..1_ <>£.L..fix— C _^1_ .1 i 1 . v i-O . CA 


febujites from 


enlarged and Fortified it, 

’ *• w '■ of David. Hi 


ram king of Tyre , on the news of the reduction of Jerufalenu 
routs the concluded a league of friendfhip with David ; but the PhiMim 


Id 


country 


David. 


Bethlehem , encamped along the valley of Reph 

. 5 was then unprovided for them, flying to the cave 

of Adullam. Soon after receiving a favourable anfwer from God, 
He. fell upon the enemy, and fo effectually routed them ihtfro 
different onfets, that they were never more able to make head 
againft him, or any of his fucceflors. 

His grati- David now reflecting on the goodnefs of God, which, after 
tu-ie. to protecting him in all his adverfity, had at length eftablifhed him 
God. in the kingdom, refolved, with the highett 

igion, to make his capital c 



l ac- 
went 


-. 0 -—, --city the center of God’s 

worfhip, by tranfporting the facred ark thither. Ha 

cordingly affembled 30,000 of the chief men of Ifrael 

with them to Kirjathjearim , where the ark had confine_ 

years, though upon occafion it had fometimes been removed to 
different places j and having fet it 


priefts 


upon a new cart, either 
the Divine law, which ordered 

fhoulders, theviro- 



Jerufalem , the king and all th 
anied him playing upon f inttruments and flnging an 

The cart, however, at Nachon*s threfhing 


efore it. 
re fliaken 


XJzzah 


three 


His zeal 


took hold of the ark, to prevent its falling; but, forhispre- 
fumption, being immediately ttruck dead, the whole affembly 
were filled with fear and awe. David terrified at the judgment, 
was afraid, at that time, to carry the ark into Jferufalem, but 

the city in the houfe of Obed-Edom, where itconti- 
months. God in the meantime blefling Obed-Edom 
in an extraordinary manner, on account of the ark, David's 
apprehenfions vanimed; and reflecting on the irregularity of his 
former proceeding, he now caufed the ark to be carried to Je¬ 
rusalem by the priefts; and having put on a linen ephod, danced 

before it to the found of a great number of inttruments; info- 

muchi 
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:> ijuch, that Michal , who faw the proceffion thro* a window, 
•fcould not forbear defpifing'and refleaing upon him, for a&irig, 
as fhe thought, fo far beneath a king of ifrael. The ark being 

in a new tabernacle that was ere&ed on purpofe for it, 
offered a large quantity of burnt and peace offerings* and 


387 



feafted 


this folemnity. Having 


Pointed the clafles of priefts and Levites to officiate before it, ac- 

* 1. . , • „ r _r. n:_ _1 __1 • m 


cording to their feveral fun&ions, and chofe a number of fingers 

§ m <■ V 1 ^ _ s m - % 9 m 


mufical inftruments 


God in their turns 


Bv this time his palace being finifhed 


Hiram king of Xy 


of God 


Nathan 


about the building of a ftat'ely temple to the Lord. Nathan 

.«i -1 r 1 * 1 r _ i_ . ^1 • 1 4 r it • z-' 


firft highly approved of his dehgn; but the night following G 

commanded 


fincere intentions, and 


and fucceflor who fhould build him a temple j and that his pop 

many generations. In his future fuccefs- 



fiil wars with the Philijiines , Moabites 


%obah 


bf thole people, he amaffed prodigious quantities of the richeft 

> v. . .1 1 • r . r ‘ 1 • __ /M_ 1 rr 


lpoils 


he dedicated to the Lord, and laid afide 

P F 1 r t • __ 


befides 


ftones 



purpofe 


wealth 


1 « 


Havin 


formidable to all his neighbours, he made 


lations for the government of the kingdom.. He appointed 


perfons over his finances 


mram, and judges in every tribe, to adminifter juftice to the 


people. He alfo appointed a great council for the affairs of rel¬ 


igion and ftate. In facred matters, Zadok the fon of Ah itub, 

> • *** * ’ _ a Mm m « % * I ' ’ • ft */f a . r t 


and Ahimelcch the fon of Abiatbar, the iwo high-priefts of the 


prefid ed 


they came both to exercife the pontifical office at the fame time 
cannot be accounted for. The chief officers in the affairs of 




. ' 1 



David's own fons, Joab. the general of the army. 




f phat chief fecre tar y, Serai ah recorder, Benaiah the 


of the Gherethites and Pelethites (a). 


David 


'1 • 



♦ 

t * 

(a) Who thefe Cherethites and were the conflant guards of Da¬ 


ft(letbites were is varioully con- e vid , s perfbn is fiippofed, from the 


Mured. That they we're fol- title .of ’Eby.aTo^v^a.Kei, body 

' It J m » ’ t 1 CV . f 


-dips is evident; and that they 


Jdfepl 


C c 2 


Ckereihitf, 
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His grati¬ 
tude to^e 

nat ban’s 

Ton. 


His war 
with the 
Ammon¬ 
ites. 

Bef. Ch. 
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Ills adul¬ 
tery. 
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David a , a w _ 

igements to his late generous friend Jonathan , fentfor his only 
>n Mephibojheth to court, and after having fhewed him all pof- 
fible tokens of friendfliip and tendernefs, reftored to him all his 
grandfather Saul’s eftate, commanding Ziba his head-fervant to 
improve them to the beft advantage for his mafter, whom he 
appointed to fit with his own fons at the royal table every day; 
which bound that young prince to his intereft to the day of 
his death. 

His gratitude to the king of the Ammonites djd not meet with 
the fame returns j for his embafiadors, who were fent to congra¬ 
tulate the young king Hanun , were treated with the utmoft in¬ 
dignity : in refentment for which Joab was fent with a power¬ 
ful army againft the Ammonites , whom he intirely defeated, 
with their Syrian confederates. The following year the Syrians 
appeared in the field with an immenfe army; but were fo totally 
routed, that they were glad to purchafe peace, by becoming tri- 

« « /TTtf • t 1 . .1 J 

butanes. 


This 


tnomtes 


entering their country, de¬ 


but Joab, the year aft 
itroyed many of their cities, and put great 

habitants to death. 

While Joab was employed with the army 
bah, the capital of the Ammonites, which 
againft him, David continued in Jerufaleji 
evening on the roof of his palace, oblerved a beautiful woman 


bathing 


Becoming enamoured of her, 


and his paffion proving too violent to admit of any check from 
reafon or religion, or even of a delay, he fent for her and lay 
with her. Her name was Bathjheba . and fhe was the wife of 


honour and 


ptains, named Uriah, who was with Joab 
v. She Droving with child, David to fereen 


Cberetbite , we have obferved, is imagine the Pelethites were alfo If- 

certainly but another name for raehtes, fo called from onePdet the 

Pbilijiine (Zepban . ii. 4. Ezek. fon of Azmaveth, who, we find (1 

xxv. 16. 1 Sam. xxx. 14.) Many, Chron. xii. 3 ) reforted to David 

however, think it highly impro- while he was ztZiklag, or from Pt- 

bable that David would have any leth fon of Jonathan,who was of die 

of that hated uncircumcifed peo- king’s own tribe. The C bent bit a 

pie to be his body-guard, and and Pelethites are fuppofed to have 

think that it was his fir ft followers been the only ftandir.g mercenary 

who had acquired that name by forces; and the twelve bands, 

that ferved 


living with him in Pbiljiia. And 
as it is no uncommon thing for 
bands of foldiers to take their 
name, not from the place of their 
nativity or their nation, but from 
fome particular circumftance, or 


each of 24,000 men. 

months in the 


their refpe&ive - . . 

year, to have been the national 

militia of the tribes. 

Life of king Dav. Lawman ot 

the Heb. Patrick’s Comment. M ' 


Hijl . of tin 


the name of their leader, fome Annot, 






OF THE WORLD. 3 s f 

% 

der pretence of bufinefs; and after a Ihort conference with him, 
defired him to go home and refrefh himfelf. ! Uriah , however, 
inftead of vifiting his wife, contented himfelf with deeping in 
the guard-room j and when the king feemed to wonder at his be¬ 
haviour, he replied, it was beneath the bravery of a captain to go 
and folace himfelf at home whilft his general and fellow-foldiers 
were expofed to the fatigues of a liege.» David, the next day, tried 
another expedient, and inviting him to eat at his table, plied him 
well with wine j but Uriah, drunk as he was, fpending that night 
alfo with the guards, the difappointed king refolved to facrihce 
his life, that he might fafely gratify his own violent and unlawful 
paffion. Uriah being foon after killed at Rabbah, in confequence of an( j mur . 

private inftru&ions fent to Joab to expofe him to the fury of the der. 
befieged, David, as foon as pofiible, made Bathjheba his wife ; 
and then joining his army before Rabbah, took and deftroyed 
the place. David continued for feveral months, without any 
remorfe for having committed fuch horrid crimes; till at length Is reprov- 
God fent Nathan the prophet to rouze him out of his adulterous ed by Na* 
lethargy. This prophet, who, as Jofephus fays, was a polite than. 
and a prudent man, that knew how to temper the feverity of 
wifdom with fweetnefs of manners, accofted the king with a 
parable of a wealthy man, who had fpared his own numerous 
flocks, and feized upon an only favourite lamb of a poor neigh¬ 
bour, to feaft a traveller that lodged with him. He drefled his 
ftory with fuch aggravating circumftances, that the king in 
anger pronounced fentence of death againft the perfon who h ad 
been guilty of fuch an unnatural violence. He had no fooner 
denounced fentence, than Nathan made him fenfible he had 
condemned himfelf; and recapitulating God’s mercies to him, 
and contrafting them with his crimes, concluded with de¬ 
nouncing the effects of the Divine refentment againft him ; 
that Uriah's murder would prove an endlefs fource of bloodlhed 
in his own pofterity, and that his adultery, how private foever, 
fliould be expiated by the open defilement of his own wives and 
concubines, by thofe of his own family, and in the face of the 

I fun. This terrible fentence brought David to fuch a deep fenfe of pjj s re _ 
his guilt, that he could only fay, 1 have finned again/l theLord : pentane^ 
but the fincere remorfe with which he uttered this, obtained an r 
immediate alleviation of the punifhment, only the adulterous 
child was doomed to die. The child born by Bathjheba dying 
according to the denunciation of Nathan , David again went in 
unto her, and fhe conceived and bore a fan, who was called So- 
hmon, and by Nathan, Jedidiab, or beloved of the Lord. 

Not long after David began to feel the bitter efFe&s of the j mnotl ' s 
Divine anger denounced againft him by Nathan . His eldeft Ion in Ce & 
Ammon fell defperately in love with 'Tamar , the daughter of 
David by another queen, and full lifter of Abfalom, and pined 
away with a hopelefs defire of obtaining her. At length having 
communicated the lecret to Jonadab his coulin-german, by his 
wicked counfel he found means of decoying her into his apart- 
flientj under presence of making lome cakes for him when he 
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was fick 


he laid hold of her, and in fpite of all.her prayers and remon- 

a /» n • n 11 1 1 _ L!. 1 _j_!/V . 


firft ravifhed her, and when his brutifh 


tisfied, in a fullen humour caufed his fervants to thruft her out 
of his houfe. Such repeated barbarity fo affe&ed her, that fee 
immediately tore her virgin robes, put duft on her head, and 


went on crying to the houfe of her brother Abfalom, who being 
nolefs politic than proud and revengeful, adviled her, in point 


of prudence, to conceal her grief, as it was her brother and heir 
imniirpne tn the rrnwn who was her ravilher; and he himfMf r« 


artfully concealed his refentment, that every one be] 
taken no notice of what had happened. David 


prelfed the utmoft difpleafure againft Ammon ; but his tender- 
nefs prevented him from punifhing him. Abfalom continually 


kept alive his refentment; and about two years after, thinking 
he had a proper opportunity for his defign, he invited all his 
brothers to a lheep-mearing feaft at Baal-bazor , his countrv- 
feat, where, in the midft of their feaftin 


He 


murdered 


brothers to a 


and drinking, his 


fervants, by his orders, when he gave the fignal to them, fell 


by Alfa- upon Ajnmon and flew him. Ab j 


irn 


le g 

fait 


dreading his father’s re¬ 


fentment 


T'almai 


lg n 

Gejb 


where he 


David at length beginning to regret the abfence of Abfal 


tr w 

Jaab, who perceived his inclination, and that he wanted only 
a plaufible excufe to fave his honour, fent for an artful wo- 


Tekoah 


herfelf to the king, un 


Jerufalem 

der the p 


whofe only fon was going to be put to death for having killed his 


brother in a fray; fo that if the king did not interpofe in his 


behalf, there would be a total end of her hufband’s name and 

* _ . _ ^ a a 


family. When 


induced the king to a compliance with her feigned petition, Ihe 

« .i i • i .i , _ r n. _ i_ _ i l_ 


Ihe 


—o o 

AbJalom 


more 


Who 


IS 


cloning his own fon. The king perceiving that Joab 


was 


reconciled prefcnt, had put the woman upon this artifice, ordered him to 

. . i • r i *.i • i*. • .1 .1 /I . . .1.1_i. 


to his fa- 


Abfalom 


ther five proach the king’s perfon, but retire to his own houfe. 


At the 


years af- 


two years more, however, Abfalom prevailed withjW 


ter. 


to intercede , farther for a full pardon, and to introduce him to 
the king. Abfalom at this time was in the bloom of youth, and 


for 


^ 3 * j ----- o 1 L 

ing upon himfelf now as prefumptive heir of the crown, ms 


ambition revived, and he immediately procured a fumptuous 
eouipage of chariots, horfes, and running-footmen, to attract 

J k 1 ° ^ i i • rr* r\ i i _1 «- 


I 2 o ~ J -/ - - O f ' ‘1/* 

the eyes of the people; and by an affe&ed popularity and teem- 
ihg comnatfion for thofe who came to the king for juftice, he 


inuilled into their minds a bad opinion of his father’s govern¬ 
ment- and made them believe, that if he were in authority, m 


abirfes would be reformed. By thefe arts and infinuations Iwvm 


t 
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' ft 


40 years 


peop 

corai 


after 
inclined to 


think after four years (which is confirmed by the Syriac and 
Arabic verfions *) he obtained leave of his father to go and per¬ 
form a pretended vow in Hebron , where he had appointed the 
chief of his party to meet him, whilft others^ who were dif- 
perfed thro’ the tribes, were ordered to proclaim him king upon 
hearing the fignal given by the found of the trumpet. 

The confpiracy was no fooner publilhed. but a o-eneral in- 

~ 1 ' r ^ Abfalom ; 


furre&ion followed in favour of 


and Achitoph 


And re 
bels a- 
gainft 
him. 


refen tment 

injury done to Bathjheba , who is fuppofed to have been 
id-daughter. David hearing of the ftrength of the con- Bef. Ch 

Jerufale'i 


his palace to the care of ten of his concubines, he retired to¬ 
wards Jordan with his guards and beft friends, leaving the city 
with his head covered, bathed in tears, and his feet bare, whilft 
his forrowful retinue exprefled their deep concern for him By 
the livelieft expreffions of real grief. The two high-priefts fol¬ 
lowed him with the ark ; but ne ordered them to return to J?- 
rufalem , and likewife defired his old friend Hujhai the ArcUt? y 
#10 joined him, to remain in the city, and to pretend to 


1023 


of Achitophel , 


f Abfal 


the 


him intelligence of the enemy’s defigns. 


David had 


affed over mount Olivet 


palled over moui 
d to Mephibojheth 


told 


him that he was then at Jerufalem , vaunting that he would be 
Ihortlv reftored to the throne of IJrael. The credulous king be- 

de a hafty grant of all Met 


?ph 


wjbem s eftate to his perfidious fervant. Advancing a little far¬ 
ther to a village called Bathurim, one Shimei , a defcendant of 
Saul’s family, came out and threw ftones at him, and, tho’ he 
was furrounded by his guards «nd all his friends, loaded him 
with the bittereft reproaches and execrations. Davids however, 
reftrained Abijhai , one of his captains, from putting him to 
death, by reminding him of his mpre unnatural fon; add¬ 
ing, that if his curfes came from God, patience and refignation 
would more effectually avert them than fuch a bloody 

'fentment. 

Abfalom and his numerous party in the mean time entering 
blent, Hujhai joined him, and pretending great zeal for his 
, was quickly admitted into his greateft confidence. 
Having taken pofleflion of the pialace, he immediately ? by the 
counfel of Achitophel, placed a tent on the.roof, and lay pub'-> 
licly with his father’s concubines, that all the foldiers might 
ke, and conclude that after fuch an indignity there couldbje 

Ho hopes of a reconciliation. 


* Calmet’s Comment. Howel’s Hift. Jofeph. Antiq. 1 . 7. 
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Achitophel next propofed that he fhould have leave to march 


with 12*000 chofen men, that very 


weary 


promifing to kill the king, which would dire&ly put an end to 

r. ® mi » r i . . i V ____1 L__ At r i 


the 


was 


This counfel was greatly, approved by Abfal 
ers of Jfrael ; but Hu/haiy forefet 
David would inevitably be loft 
a flvp. an nnnnfite counfel. He adl 


_ttempt; for as David and his men, he faid, were known tolja 

brave, and at that time both exafperated and defperate, in cafe the 
party fent againft them fhould he worfted, this would be a means 
of difcouraging others from joining him ; whereas if he flayed 
till a numerous army was come together, they might be affured 
of victory. This counfel being preferred by Abjalom and the 
chiefs of the party, Achitophel , either taking it amifs that his ad. 
vice was flighted, or perceiving by Abfalorri s weak conduft that 
his affairs would not probably fucceed, returned homeindif. 

a i /• . .i • \ • r m __ rrv •___ _1 1_i \ • fin 


guit, t 

Hufaai in the mean time informing David of his danger, ad- 
vifed him inftantly to pafs the Jordan , left r ’ 


family 


went and hanged himfelf. 

-r-v * t /• i • S 


Abfal 


chang 


to Maba- 
to his caufe, and 


David accordingly croffed the Jordan , and [ 
naim , where he found the people well affe<Sl 
was plentifully fupplied with all kinds of provifions. 

Abfalom having tarried at Jerufalem , according to Hujhdh ad¬ 
vice, till he had affembled a numerous army, gave the chief 
command to Amafa ; and then proceeded oyer the Jordan^ and 
encamped in the land of Gilead. Spon after the two armies 


Eph 


after an obftinate 


difpute, the rebels were difcomfited, with the lofs of 20,000 


men 


Abjalom flying into the wood, his bufhy h 


tangled in the thick boughs of an oak, fo that his mule running 
from under him, left him fufpended between heaven and earth. 
Joab being informed of this accident, notwithftanding David, 
who continued at Mahanaim , had given a ftridt charge to be 
very careful of his fon’s life, he went and thruft three darts 
thro’ his body; and then caufed a retreat to be founded, to pre¬ 
vent a farther effufion of blood. Upon the news of Abf 
death, the rebels immediately difperfed. David in the mean 
tame waiting at Mahanaim , impatient to hear the fuccefs of the 
action, was no fooner informed of his fon’s death, than, not 
able to fupprefs his tears, he withdrew to the apartment over 
the gate, and gave a full vent to his grief; and the army hear¬ 
ing of his diftrefs, ftole filently into the city, as if they had done 
ainifs, and had been fhamefully defeated. 

Joab perceiving the bad confequences of the king’s untimely 
grief, went and upbraided him, in very infolent terms, for not 
returning thanks to his friends, who had faved his life at t»e 
hazard ©f their own; and prevailed upon him to appear In 
public, to receive the congratulations of his army and of the 
people, who being nOw fenfible of the folly of their rebellmn, 

fbrpve who fhould be mofi forward for his reftoration. 

*'• '• . . ' • tribe 


r 
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if Judah 
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two high-priefts to chide them for their 



eneral, in the room 


j,efs, and to promife Amafa, Abfalom ’s gen 
come over to him, he fliould be his chief 
of Joab, whofe infolence began to be infu 
David feeing all things confpire to his reftoration, proceeded 
to the Jordan, and was received by the tribe of Judah at Gilgal. 
Sbimet alfo came hither at the head of 1000 Benjamites, and fal¬ 
ling proftrate at the king’s feet, begged he would pardon his 
former- infolehce. David, unwilling to eclipfe the public joy 
with the blood of. any one, generoufly confirmed his pardon 


Barzillai 


Being accompanied over Jordan by 


hanaim, he preffed him to go and fpend the reft of his days with 
him at Jerufalem. But the good old man excufing himfelf on 
account of his age, which had rendered him incapable of taft- 
ing the pleafures of a court, defired him to beftow his favours 
on his fon Chimham : which requeft was readily granted. 


Judah 


ifah 


e to affemble fully, the men of Judah gainft the 
had undertaken to conduct the king. David fhewing fome par- king, 
tiality to his own tribe, and the others, after fome warm re- 
monmnces, thinking themfelves highly injured, Sheba, a fac¬ 
tious fellow of the tribe of Benjamin , took occafion to blow 
the trumpet, and to gather all the majecontents about him. 

David in the mean time being conduced by his own tribe 


Jerufalem, immediately 
'olt. He ordered Amafa 


lid out of Judah, with the greateft 
difpatch. Amafa, however, meeting with greater difficulty 
than was expea:ed, the king gave the command of his guards, 
and of thofe few troops he had about him, to Abijhai, Joab’s 
brother, another of his generals, and ordered him to march in 
queft of Sheba. Joab , who feems to have been in high difgrace, 
went along with his brother, without any order j and Amafa 
having joined them at Gibeon, he advanced, with all feeming 
friendlinefs, to falute him j but treacheroufly ftabbed him with 
his fword. Leaving him to wallow in his blood, he proclaimed 
himfelf general in chief; and taking the army with him, pur- 


the trib 


15 


:r Sheba, whom he foon after beheged in Abel, a city of 
of Naphtali. The rebel’s head being thrown over the Which 
wall by the citizens, he returned to Jerufalem, with the honour q Ue lIe<i 
of having quafhed a dangerous revolt, and reftored univerfal J pon ^ 
peace to the kingdom. Having again railed his credit by this j^th of 

-roinent fervice, the king found himfelf obliged to exprefs his Sheba the 
^probation of it, by reftoring him to his former poft, which c y e f. 

16 rlnrmn* fUn romninina* narf i'll Cl t~ rPICH. 


^ i 

three 


this 


David confulted 


faujp of jt j an4 was anfwered 3 th^t it was for the 


the 
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the Gibeonites, whom Saul and his bloody houfe had caused tob 

flam. He then fent to the Gibeonites, to know what fatisfafti® 

they defired :. and when he was told they wanted feven male 

of Saul’s family to bo delivered to them, and to be put to deatl 

by them, he complied with‘their demand ; but fpared MepU 

bofbeth , who, upon his return to Jerufalem , after the rebellioi 

of Abfalom, had juftified himfelf from the bafe afperfions of hi 

treacherous fervant. As foon as the defcendants of Saul wen 

executed, the nation was blefled with plenty. The PhtMl m 

after this, venturing to appear in arms againft him, were de 

feated in four fuccefiive battles, as we have related in thri 

hiftory. 

David had not long enjoyed the fruit of thefe vi&ories. hr. 


numbers {°f e he brought a. heavy judgment upon hisjcingdom, by de- 

the peo- 

le. 


firing to know the number of his fubjecls. The text fays, thai 
the Ifraelites had provoked God’s anger againft them, and that 
ef. Ch therefore David was tempted to number them. . What was hi« 

tranfgreflion is uncertain; for the numbering of the people is 
exprefsly allowed by the law of Mofes, provided half a fnekel 
were paid for every perfon numbered. David , perhaps, did il 
from wrong motives, without any neceffity, in time of pro¬ 
found peace, .with a feeming confidence in his own ftrength, 
and contrary to his continual profeffions of trufting in God 
alone. Something or other in the propofal was certainly irre¬ 
gular ; for Joab remonftrated againft it with great eameftnefs: 
and when the king perfifted in his refolution, went about the 
work with a very unwilling mind, tho’ in other cafes not very 
fcrupulous. At the end of nine months and twenty days, he 
and the other commifiioners returned with the mufter-roll, by 
which it appeared that in IJrael there were 800,000 men fit to 
bear arms, and 500,000 in "Judah ; but of the men that be¬ 
longed to the tribes of Levi and Benjamin there was no lift given 
in. David , before that could be taken, had probably felt fome 
evident tokens of the Divine difpleafure; and on JoaFs return 
was ftruck with a lively fenfe of his folly, which broke out in 
expreflions of the deepeft remorfe. On the next morning the 
prophet Gad was fent to him to chufe, as a punilhment for his 
fin, either a three years famine, or, according to the book ol 
Chronicles , a feven years famine, including probably the three 
years on account of the Gibeonites and the intermediate year, 01 
to be three months purfued by his enemies, or to fuffer a three 
Which days peftilence. David chofe the three days peftilence as the 

more equal punilhment and more immediately under the direc¬ 
tion of Heaven: and no fooner had he made the difmal choice 3 
than that dreadful diftemper received the Divine commiflion ; 
and. executed it with fuch amazing fwiftnefs, that it had de- 
ftroyed 70,000 men before its time was expired. But when 1! 
was going to fall upon Jerufalem, God was pleafed to put aftof 
to it, at the prayer of David, who beholding the miniftcr ol 
Divine vengeance Handing over the threfhing-floor of Araunak 

i prince <of the Jebufites , humbly intreated that God woulc 

fparf 


brings a 
peftilence 
on the 
land. 
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(pare the innocent people, what- vengeance’ foever might light 
upon him, who was chiefly guilty. As he was expe&ing fome . 
heavy ftroke, the prophet cartie to him, and commanded him to 
ertfl an altar on thatfpot of ground over which he had feen 
the angel. This he immediately performed ; and having pur- 
chafed the place, and fome oxen for facrifice, for jofhekels-of 
filver, he offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, God de¬ 
claring his acceptance of them and his reconciliation, by a mi¬ 
raculous fire which defcended from heaven. The book of Chro- 
nicies feems here again to clafh with that of Samuel , in faying 
that David paid to Araunah 600 fhekels of gold. To reconcile 
the difference, it is fuppofed there was a lecond bargain, and 
that this laft price was paid for the whole mountain of Moriah , - 
which he had then made choice of to build the temple 
upon *. 

David foon after arriving at his 70th year, found his ftrength 
•and natural heat fo exhausted by a continual feries of wars, fa¬ 
tigues, and misfortunes, that no clothes could keep him warm; 
fo that his fervants were forced to feek out a young beautiful 
virgin to cherifh him and lie in his bofom. His eldeft fon Adonijahh 
Mmiiah , who was born next'after Ahfalojn^ obferving his declin- confpi- 
ine ftate, began to entertain thoughts of making himfelf king, racy. 

w that his father either could not or would not obftru£t 
dm. He provided a fumptuous equipage of chariots, guards, 

«iid running-footmen ; and having gained Joab the general of 
the forces, and Abiathar one of the high-priefts, over to his 
party, he invited all the king’s fons, except Solomon , and almoft 
all the great officers of the court, to a fumptuous entertainment 
at Enrogel , when the defign was formed to proclaim him king. 

Nathan the prophet fufpe s ^ <• ■ ” 

Bathjbeba , and urged her 

promife in favour of her fon and his pupil Solomon. Whilft fhe 
was ftill fpeaking, Nathan , as had been before agreed, came in 
and gave the king an account of Adonijah's feaft and intention. 

David furprized with this report, ordered Solomon immediately 
to be fet on his mule and to be carried to Gihon, accompanied Solomon 
with his guards, with Zadok , Benaiah , and fome others of his proclaim¬ 
'd 1 ^ officers, there to be anointed king, then to be brought ed. 
back, feated upon the royal throne, and there proclaimed his 
fuccelfor by the found or the trumpet. The king’s command 
executed with fuch fpeed, that Adonijah and his company 
-■“V not the leaft notice of it till they were alarmed with the 
univerfal fhouts of. Long live king Solomon. While they were 
at a lofs to account for the noife, Jonathan the fon of Abiathar 
came and informed them, that&j/«w7<?«,by David’s exprefs order, 
was anointed king; which news ftruck them with fuch amaze¬ 
ment, that they all fled with the utmoft fpeed ; and Adonijah , 

,ee *ng himfelf forfaken, went and took fan&uary. at the horns 


f his 


was 



* Patrick’s Comment. JSflay on a new tranfl. 


ef 







j J)avid 


dies. 


Bef. Ch 
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of the altar. Solomon , however, pardoned him; but afTured 
him his next dilloyal attempt would certainly be punilhed with 
death. 


David 


Ifrael and Judah 


ordered all the 


and army, with the priefts and Levites , to attend him ; and in 

_ ___^ ^1_* _■ j r *.jj 1 


God 


and of his defignation of Solomon to fucceed in his throne, and 
to build him a temple. He then told them that he had made 

. 3 • r _ t 1 t 1 • 1 . iau '» 


great preparations for that edifice, and had laid up immenfe 

_ _ _ j * * * r* ^ ^ i .1 1 _. __ _ .. — _« — _ _ i 41. • *• ** . 


quantities of gold, filver, copper, iron, and other materials (a) - 

_1,* U _4.1-- UU 4 .U* -J _ r .1 , .A. ' > 


all which, together with the plans and models of the building* 
the order and difpofition of the feveral branches of the Divine 


fervice, the courfes of the priefts and Levites , of the muficians 


fingers, and porters, the plan for eftablifhing judges and courts 

r • n- m 1* • • *1* w 


or juiucc, witn many ouicr rcngiuus, civil, ana military regli- 
lations, he now refigned up to him, to be perfected and lm- 


{nould 


In this affembly 

Solomon was again anointed in a more public manner, 'and lb 


lemnly ackncwleged by all the tribes, Zadok at the fame time 


being declared foie high-prieft. The king, not long after this, 

and trave him his laft inftrudtions. David foon 


after died, in the 7cth year of his age, after having reigned feven 

-' Hebron over the houfe of Judah 1 ” ‘ 


twelve tribes. He left an immenfe treafure behind him, befides 


that which he had dedicated to the fervice of the temple, and was 

l • 1 • • r „ . 1* -I -. . r 1 * t * «’ 


buried in a magnificent tomb in that part of Jerufal 


was called by his name. 


Solomon was hardly feated on the throne of his father when 


eau ksddo- Adonijah , whether from youthful indilcretion, or an ambitious 

— ?_ - .a. 1 defired Abijhag^ the late king’s concubine, 


vijab and 


Joab to be 


in marriage. 


The 


put to 
death. 


defig 


pretenfions to the crown, he caufed him immediately to be put 
to death. Abiathar and kV 7 r ^ L 1 1 


Adonijah: 


Joab feem to have been the 


put 


LULICIUIV/^ U1VV.JLLCU JJLUIUUJUF Vi lJLiO Ulan. 

banifhed him to Anathoth^ and caufed 7 i 
even at the altar, whither he had Ilea 1 


(a) D, <vid is faid to have pre- 
fen:ed 7000 talents of filver, and 
3000 talents of gold of Ophir ; 


. from whence dean Prideaux con¬ 
jectures that David muft have 
eftabliihed a navigation to that 
country to have got fo much gold 
of that kind, as the gold pro¬ 
cured by the fpoils made a fepa- 
rate article. He likewile fuppofes 
that the talents by which the fura 


was reckoned were of much left 
value than the Mofaie talents; for 
what was given by David and the 
people for the building, if com¬ 
puted by thefe laft talents, would 
exceed the value of eight hundred 
millions of our money, which 
was fufficient to have built all that 

temple of folid filver. Prid> 
neQ. b. i. 


fan&uary* 
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flftuary. He next fent for Shimet , and confined him to Je- 
petn as a prifoner at large, but with a ftri£t injunction not 
jjnoveout of the place upon pain of death. The old man 
Voiced the king for his unexpected clemency; but venturing 
jme years after to tranfgrefs his orders, and to ride out 
§er two run-away fervants, he was put to death for it at his 

(turn. 

Having thus fecured his kingdom at home by cutting off 
|e heads of the faction that was againlt him, he ftrengthened 
intereft abroad by marrying the daughter of the king of 
who gave her for dower the city of Gezer which he had 
lien from the Canaanites , which being then in ruins, Solomon 
pied it to be rebuilt. The young king, who is generally fup- 

I ifed to have been educated by Nathan, began his reign with 
jeep fenfe of religion, and foon after his marriage went to 
!i lan, where he offered 1000 facrifices in acknowledgment of 
fed’s goodnefs to him. The following night the Lord ap-His choice 
earing to him in a dream, and promifing to grant him what- ofwifdom* 
rer he fhould aik, the young monarch, confcious of his ten- 
ff years, begged only for fuch a degree of wifdom, as might 
liable him to govern with that prudence and fagacity as be- 
ame a king of Ifrael j which modeft requeft was fo pleafing 
(God, that he promifed to give him fuch a fhare of wifdom 
ndknowlege as had never been poflefied by any mortal; be¬ 
tas fuch wealth, honour, and other earthly bleffings as he had 
bjudicioufly overlooked. It was not long before he gave his 
jeople a proof of his excellent wifdom in the method he took 
iopafs a right judgment between two women, each contend- 
bg to be the mother of a living child, and declaiming a dead 
me with fuch equal ardour, that it was thought impofiible to 
djudge the infants to their right mothers. As there was no evi¬ 
rate to diredt the judgment, he found an expedient to make 
ature determine the difpute j for by ordering the living child 
to be divided by a fword between the contending mothers, 
ie real one was fo alarmed, that fhe earneftly entreated the 
Kng to fave the infant and give it to her adverfary, while the 
other very unconcernedly agreed to the propofal for butchering 
it His juft and extraordinary decifion of this difficult matter 
ijifed his reputation through all his dominions, and caufed 
fa to be refpedted and revered by all his fubjeCts ; though ac¬ 
cording to the learned archbifhop UJher, he was at this time 
®ly 20 years of age. 

He rendered himfelf no lefs confpicuous by the choice he His mag- 

node of his officers, by the order and magnificence of his court, nificence. 
to provifions for his houfe, the number arid richnefs of his 
[dries, chariots, horfes, ftalls, and equipage, by the fettling of 
"bcuftoms and finances, and the regulating of his guards 
^ his army, which added to the vaft number of his fubjeds 
jod his immenfe riches, gave him fuch a powerful fway, that 
® lived in the profoundeft peace, plenty, and grandeur of any 
Prince of his time. All the neighbouring nations either were 

his 
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He makes 
a treaty 

with Hi¬ 
ram king 
of Tyre. 


« ' 

his frieiids or allies, or paid him tribute. For his excellent 

wifdom and magnificence, he was reforted to from all parts of 
the world. The continual concourfe of ftrangers to.his me¬ 
tropolis, enriched it to liich a degree, that gold and filver feem- 

ed to have loft their intrinfic value by their extraordinary 

abundance. The revenue which his navy brought him in, 
exclufive of his cuftoms, amounted to 666 talents of gold. 

Hiram king of Tyre-, David’s old friend. and ally, was the 
firft who fent ambaffadors to congratulate his acceffion to the 
throne. Solomon returned the embafly, and 


■1 


------ -acquainting him 

vyqth his defign of building the temple, defired him tp fup- 
ply him with wood and workmen. Hiram very readily com¬ 
plied with his defire,^ and in confideration of his affiftance, 
Solomon agreed to furnifb him yearly with 20,000 meafures of 
wheat, and 20,000 meafures of pure oil for his houfhold, he- 
fides the fame quantities of barley, wheat, wine and oil vyhiph 
he had engaged to give to his fervants that were employed iii 
the work. Having thus regulated what regarded the building 
they entered into an alliance which continued during their 


lives. 


the 


The 


eafe and fpeed, caufed an account to be taken of all the‘£<7- 
naanites and foreign flaves that were in the land, and r j “‘ 
them to amount to 153,600, he appointed 70,000 of them to 
carry burdens, 80,000 to hew timber and none in the moun¬ 
tains, and the remaining 3600 to be overfeers over them. Of 
his own fubjedfs, he fent 30,000 to work with the king of Tyres 
men in the quarries of Libanus , 10,000 by turns every month. 
An immenfe number of excellent artifts being employed, he 
building was able to lay the foundations of this vaft ftru&ure m the 

fourth year of his reign, which was the 480th after the depar¬ 
ture of the Ifraelites from Egypt ; and the work was carried on 
with fuch prodigious fpeed, that it was finifhed in little more 
than (even years (a}, in fiich a rich and fumptuous manner, 
as eafily excelled any thing then extant of that kind ; thoug 
perhaps not in that magnificent manner in which we have 
ieen it reprefented in a vaft number of plans, which the au* 
thors have formed more from the prophetic account of ptykM) 


of the 
temple 
finifiied. 
Bef. Chr 
1004. 


or from Jofepbus, or the 'Jewijb Rabbi than from the _ 
fures and defcriptions in the books of Kings and Chrom • 
What is ftill more furprizing, all the materials of the t pmn 
whether timber, ftone, or metal, were fo prepared and a 
before they were brought together, that no other tools 
wanted or heard than what were necefiary to the joining 



other 



(a) The building of Diana's lefs than 360,000 men were ta 
■nnio oi- Ephefv’ ^mnlnved all ud for 20 years together* 


Afu 


up for 20 years togeth 
Plin. 1 . xxxvi. c. 12. 


and in erecting one pyramid 


Soloing 



* 
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* 

to celebrate the dedication of this new temple with The tem- 

* T _' J _ r_* - .•ii .1 • . r , . , . ‘ >V4U 


magnificen 
S'the, jubilee 


Ifrael, the 


which pie fo- 



cesof the tribes, and the heads of the families, to repair to dedicated. 
Utifahn at the time appointed. The ceremony began on the 
oglith day of the feventh month of the facred year, and lafted 
(|eh days, at the end of which began the feaft of the taber¬ 
nacles, which like wife lafted feven days; fo that the vaft con- 
coiirfe of people who were invited by the king, and flocked to 
iSat folernnity, ftaid at leaft fourteen days in Jerufalem . On the 
lift day, the priefts, preceded by the king and the elders of the 
, carried the ark with a pompous proceflion from the taber- 
which David had erected for it to the temple, and de- 
ited it in the moft holy place, while others of the priefts of- , 

1J an infinite number of Sacrifices in all the places thro” 

$ich the ark palled. The tabernacle of the covenant made 
.fojes, the golden candleftick, the altar of incenfe, and other 
fitted utenfils of the fan&uary, were at this time alfo brought 

..... v-i-i --j i-;j --- the temple, though not- uferL as 

others larger and 


had 


larger ana more 

the priefts were depofiting the ark in the moft holy 
, the air rung with the found of izo trumpets, and with 
the voices of the Lcvites , who fang the praifes of God, re- 
peating'thefe words at proper ftanzas. Give thanks to the Lord, 
fir h is good, and his mercy endureth for ever. The priefts had 

holy place, than God took pofleffion, as it 
ttefe,of his new temple, by filling it with a miraculous cloud, 
mfomuch that the priefts could not continue to officiate. 

Solomon. who ftood upon a brazen fcaffold three cubits high 




before die altar, obferving the miraculous cloud, kneeled down 

- -i r _ i ■ i_._ i _ 


(wards the fanftuary 


God 


ievout prayer which he then made in their -hearing, intreat- 


p 

A A l 


Jews 


prayers 


- j 

calamity. 


The fpacious altar, in the 


king covered with proper victims, as foon as his prayer was 




} they were confumed by a miraculous fire, as a token 
°fthe divine favour and acceptance. The king then turnin' 
I® die people, after he had bleiTed them, gave them a ftri< 
Nfge to be fincere in their duty towards God, to walk in 

obferve his laws. On this occafion there are 
Kito have been facrificed z 2,000 oxen, and 120,000 ftieep ; 
^whether all on one day, or during the fourteen days that 
^people were aflembled, is not agreed *. 
h the night that followed the dedication, according to the 
Itoeral opinion, though according to others, not till above 



f irings ix. z Chron. v, vi. vii. Jofeph. I, viii. Patrick’s Comment. 


fourteen 
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r 

fourteen years after, God again appeared to Solomon iii a dream* 
and declared his acceptance of that fumptuous edifice, renewed 
his promifes to him and his pofterity, provided h'e and they ■ 

ferved him with an -— u — 1 «. 


and 


overturn 


Solomon's 

palaces. 


Solomon having a particular tafte for building, had no foonei* 
finished and confecrated the temple, than he caufed a palace 
to be built for himfelf with the greateft magnificence and 
fplendor, another for his Egyptian queen, and a third that was 
called the houfe of the forejl of Lebanon, fuppofed to be in Tome 
fhady place near Jerufalem , where he chiefly chofe to refide. 
Thefe were the works of thirteen years ; and as Hiram hail 


tim with 
twenty < 

w ~— r t of thei„, 
planted colonies of Ifraelites 


dng 

fell. 


account of his buildings : he built the walls of Jerufalem 



conclude the 


Hazor , Megtddo 


JVTillo. He repaired and 


two 


mor or Palmyra , befides feveral other (lore cities for his cha- 

his magazines of corn, wine, oil, and 
immunition. He reduced the Syrians of 


horfes, for 

and 


Hamath 


inder of the Amorites , Hittites , Perk - 
Hivites , and mfites , who feem to have remained hither- 


unfubdued 



labour. 


His navy 


drudgery and fervile 

x. --fing as neceflary as a multitude of 

hands to carry on his many expenfive buildings, Solomon carefully 
cultivated the trade to Ophir , which his father is fuppofed to 
have begun from Eloth and Eziongcber, two ports on the Red 
fea. His fleet being partly manned with expert mariners from 
Tyre, and partly with his own fubjects, proceeded to Oph ,r ” 


immenfe 


f gold andfilver. 


w 



(b) Authors are not at all agreed 
where to look for this land of 
Ophir. Some have fuppofed it in 
America , fome on the coaft of 
Africa , fome in Spain, others in 
Armenia. But if we attend to the 
circumftances of the hiftory, it will 
appear to have been fome place 
in the Eajl-Indies , which is the 

oijofeph 


pretend to be defended from the 
Jews fent thither by Solomon 
Dean Prideaux thinks Of dr layM 
the fouthern coaft of A aha. 
The moll probable conjefture is, 
that Ophir was in fome of tbole 
remote rich countries eaft f r0 ® 

the Ganges, and perhaps as far« 

China or Japan, which lad 
abounds with the fineft gold* & 


UUIIUUUUI /lyci/vw. - --- ~ Tl tmrnl/M 

it in the ifland of Ceylon, others met, Prideaux, Grot. Ar. M 


in Siam or in the kingdom of 
Pern, the inhabitants of which 


Huet. Nat. difplayed. 


fpicesj 
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fpices, ebony and other curious wood, ivory, peacocks, mon¬ 
eys, and other rarities. The gold itfelf amounted to 450 
talents, befides the profit which he made of all the other com¬ 
modities. | Some of the precious woods the king beftowed in 
adorning the galleries about the temple, and in making of a 
at number of mufical inftruments for the fesrvice of God. 
i annual revenues were 666 talents^ of gold, befides die trh* 
butes of the nations that were in fubjedtion to him, the fub- 
fidies which the Ifraelites paid, and the fums arifing from the 
merchants for his cuftoms. The bucklers of his guards were 


* « 

4 ** 




the 


S 


of the 


ana all the uten 
of the fame metal. To 
the renowned Solomon , w 
men of that age. 

Captivated with this defire, the queen of Sbeba , or Arabia , He is vi- 
as is generally fuppofed, came to Jerufalem. She brought fited by 
with her a vaft number of camels laden with gold, precious the queen 
Hones, and fuch rich fpices and perfumes as had not till then of Sheba. 
been known even in Solomon’s court; by all which the (plen- 
didnefs of her equipage and retinue may be guefled. Her pur- 
pofe was to try if Solomon’s wifdom was anfwerable to the high 
commendations fhe had heard of it, and therefore in difcourfe 
ihe propofed to him feveral hard queftions ; but being amazed 
with his clear and fatisfa&ory folutions, Ihe owned herfelf 
folly convinced, that he was with juft reafon efteemed the 


prince 


Having afterwards viewed the tem- 


Ihe 


gardens 



all the magnificence of his 


eft and moft refpe£tful terms, and prefented the king with 
no talents of gold, a great number of precious ftones and 
rich perfumes. He, on the other hand, was too generous 
not to make her fuitable returns, and difmilTed her with the 
ftrongeft proofs of his munificence. 

Solomon hitherto has appeared in the amiable view of a wife. His fad 
lous, and magnificent prince; but the latter actions of his apoftacj^ 
do fadly tarnifh and difgracc his character. In his declin¬ 
ing years, he became fuch a Have to the paflion of love, that 
“ventured to marry an amazing multitude of ftrange women, 
without diftindtion of nation, country, or religion, and with¬ 
out the leaft regard to God’s exprefs commands to the con¬ 
trary. The number of his wives amounted to 700, befides 300 
Concubines, or wives of the fecond rank 5 and his compiai- 

knee for them ih his nld acre went fo far^ that he hi lilt altars 



jerufal 


:hbour 


®a temples, and the mount of Olives , which was over-againft 
't> was defiled with two altars, one to Chemojh the god of 
and another to Moloch god of the Ammonites. Such a 
“baleful defection being highly clifp leafing to God, he de- 
nounced a heavy judgment againft him, and told him, that as 
Voi. I. D d he 



\ * 
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he had revolted from his worfhip, fo the greater part of the 
kingdom fhould revolt from his fucceffor, and nut themfpW 


— - * 

tinder the government of one of his fervants. To 

/» n t .1 . t • 1 1 •. 1 .it 


^ 9 - - — — *** tit 

fenfible that his judgment began without delay to operate, he 
railed up feveral enemies to the diPuurbance of his peace, which 

1 1 1 1 Vi • 1 •« . • . . . „ * rru n 


he had hithei 


Ha 


•to enjoyed without interruption. The firft of 
dad the Edomite, who returning from Egypt , where 


to 


of Da 


ral attempts to recover his dominions. The fecond enemywas 
~ a general of one of the kings of Z ohah, who about this 


Rczon 


time prevailed upon many of the Syrians to revolt and eftablifo 


_ _ 0 _ Damafcus . But the moil dangerous .enemy 

of all was ''Jeroboam the fon of Neb at, a bold enterprizing 
man, whom Solomon had made chief ruler over the tribes of 



from Solomon’s fuccefibrs. The king having intelligence of 


thi 


lo 


was thinking to 




efcape, and fled unto Shij 


ke him into cuftody ; but he made his 


i / «r > j; * 

tinued during the fhort remainder of Solomon’s life, who havin; 


and death, reigned forty years, died about the 5 8th year of his age, an 

citv of Da 


Bef.Chriil was buried in th 


< 1 * 


Q 7 ' • 

Reb-jhoam 


by his fon Rehobo am. 


fucceeds 


Rehobcam, foon after his father’s death, went to Shcchem, a city 


to the 


fEpl 


thro a 


c. 


Jercb 


being returned from Erypt. As the kingdom had been bur- 

j_1 /*___ _ t _ e _. ._ 1_•_ 1 •_ _ 


dened with fome heavy taxes during his father’s reign, they 

nr- 1 _ t 1 1 • 1 r 1 • f * t - 


J 3 w 

refufed to acknowlege him, unlefs he would promife them a 
redrefs of their grievances. The king, inftead of following 


the advice of his father's aged cour.fcllors, who advifed him to 
foothe the people with a gracious anfwer, moft injudiciouuy 


took the advice of the young politicians, and thinking that 
hard words would frighten the people into obedience, on the 


got 
den 


tone, that he defigned iw 
than ever his father had 


Ten tribes 


revolt 


third day he told them in a haughty 
govern them with greater feverity 

and if they dared to murmur, he would ufe fcorpions 

inftead of whips to chaftife their infolence. 

The people, irritated by this foolifti anfwer, immediately 
difclaimed all further allegiance to the houfe of David, and 

chief treafurer whom the king 


from him, having murdered AJoram, th_ ..... 

and de- f<mt- t-n 'lnnsni'p rhg tumult, ten of the tribes ch o(c jao- 

Judah and Benjamin, however, adhered 
to Rchoboam, and conveyed him with all fpecd to Jerufami 

- He immediately 


clare 


►V 

/ 


boam for their head. 


rob: am 
kin; 


to avoid his being infulted by the revolters. - 

raifed an army of 180,coo men to reduce the revolted tribes, 

but while they were preparing for a battle, they .were per 

[ted them 


fuaded to defift by Shtmaiah the prophet, who acquainted the 

that the defection was from God. Both princes, t ^ ere P r J’ 


inftead of going to war, applied themfelves to fecure their 


re 


fpeiflive 


1 


$ 



o ^ 


T 


WORLD 


jfifte 


4°3 


refpe&Ive dominions. Rchoboam repaired and- fortified. 1JJllccu 
frontier towns, built feveral ftrong holds, and ereCted maga¬ 
zines in feveral cities. Jeroboam enlarged Shechem and Rentef 
and made the former the placeof his refidence. Being ap- 
prehenfive that the ten tribes might be reconciled to the houfe 
of David, if they were permitted to go up three times a year 
to worfhip at Jcrufalcm as the law directed* he fet up a couple hie cor- 
of golden calves, the one at Dan and the other at Bethel ru P rs the 
which were at the two extremities of the kingdom, and to thefe ,rue wor * 
places he commanded the people to repair for the worfhip of an ^ 
God. He Jikewife built fome temples and altars in the high i ntr °duces 
places; and becaule the Levites adhered to Rchoboam, he made Biegoldeit 
priefts to his deities out of the other tribes. calvea« 

Befides the tribe of Levi, which we have obferved joined 
hboboam , great numbers of the other tribes that abhorred the 
new idolatry, came to Jerufalem and the cities of Judah , to 
ferve God according to the law of Mofes ; fo that Rehobo am, 
in a little time, faw his fubjeCts as numerous as thofe of his 


revolted rival. No fooner 


n 


find himfelf in a 


condition to cope with his adverfary, than he threw off the 
malk, and difeovered his propenfity to idolatry, in which, be¬ 
fore he was four years on the throne, he even outdid the re¬ 
volted Ifraelites. His fubjeCts imitating his example, befide9 
their idolatry, introduced the deteftable fin of fodomy, and all 
the other wickedneffes that the .antient Canaanites had been 


t , who invading 
fth year of Rebo- 


God, 

2dverfary againft them, Sbijhak king of Egyp 

the country with an immenfe army in the fif 

ham, took many of the fenced cities of Judah J _ _ 

Jtrufalem. Rchoboam and the inhabitants humbling themfelves 

- prophet Shemaiah , God was 

pleafed to mitigate his punifhment. . Sbijhak , however, took 

the city, and ftripped the temple and the palaces of all their 
treafure, and carried off all the golden fhields and veffels. Re- 
mam reigned after this twelve years peaceably, except a few 
ikirmifhes with the king of Ifrael. He had 18 wives and 60 
concubines, and by them 28 fons and 60 daughters. He made 
his fons, who were grown to maturity in his lifetime, gover¬ 
nors of the fenced cities in his kingdom, and appointed Abiiah , R e hoUaHt 

who was the eldeft by his favourite wife Maacah , to fucceed j s freceed- 
nun in his throne. ec j ^ 

Jhjah, or Abijam , was a prince of an aCtive and martial fpi- {< m Abiiah. 


958 


[ !t > and therefore refolving to put an end to the long difpute Bef. Ch 
ctween the two kingdoms of Judah and Ifrael , he raifed an 
army °f 400,000 men, and marched to the borders of Ephraim, 
where Jeroboam met him with an army of double that num- 

l r ' %fore the action, Abijah mounted a hill, and expoffu- 
ated with the Ifraelites for their defection from David’s family, 

a »d upbraided Jeroboam with his bale extraction andwicked- 
jj e ‘ s m introducing a falfe and idolatrous religion. Jeroboam , 

“O ways felicitous to anfwer him in thefe points, while he was 


D d a 


fpeaking. 



4 Q 4 

who de¬ 
feats the 
Ifraelites 
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fpeakihgj ordered a part of his army to file round the hill and 
furprize him in the rear. The men of "Judah , finding them* 
felves furrounded by their enemy, addrefl'ed themfelves to God, 


and takes and giving a general fhout 


many ci¬ 
ties from 
"Jeroboam 


they were foon totally routed, and loft on the fpot 500,000 
men, the greateft {laughter that was ever heard of. Abijah , im¬ 


proving his victory, took a great many cities from Jeroboam , 
particularly Bethel his capital, and weakened him fo much, that 
he could never again appear in the field. Abijah , after reign- 


God 


Afc 


He is laid 


His fon Aji 
Afa fuc - two ] 
ceeds him. Afa x 
Bef. Ch. reign 
955. in pu 

Kia p.ecy. his p 


the finful ways of his father. He left 22 fons and 16 daughters 
by 14 wives. 

Afa fucceeded in the twentieth year of Jeroboam , who died 
two years after, and left the kingdom of Jfrael to his fon Nadab. 


ivu; y vc*i o ai iuj 3 « ^ 

Afa was a religious prince; and as the ten firft years of his 
reign were blefled with peace, he fpent a great part of that time 
in purging his kingdom from the heathenifh abominations which 
his predeceflors had introduced into it. So fincere was his zeal 
in that good work, that he depofed his own mother for patro¬ 
nizing idolatry. He broke down their idols, and demolifhed 
their altars in all the cities of Judah ; but he could not by his 
power and authority divert the people from the high places. 
His time of peace he alfo employed in fortifying feveral cities 
on the frontiers, and in training up his fubjedts to the art of 


peace, 


ftiort 


Nadab th 
fon of Je 

roboam 
{lain by 
Baajha , 


two 


Nadab king of jfracl. 


Ifjachar 


Philijlines , by Baajh 


iviio ieizes nunciation of a prophet. 

• . Tin • 1 A S' x 1 1 r* 1 • 


rj 




> 


the king¬ 
dom. 


While Afa was bufied in promotin 
je£ts, his kingdom was invaded by 
Arabians , commanded by Zerah. AJ 


Cuihites 


than in his own ftrength, marched againft the enemy, and after 
a fharp engagement, totally routed them, returning to jeru- 
falem laden with their fpoil. Soon after he facrificed a con- 
fiderable portion of the fpoil to God, and at the fame time 
folemnly engaged with his fubjefts, that whoever ftiould for* 

1 . .1 _ a._ __/T • r T n 1 A _ 4.U 


worftiip of God, fhould 


The fame of the great reformation which he (till promoted, 
and the bleflings with which God had hitherto diftinguilhed his 
reign, made multitudes flock to him from the revolted tribes; 
to prevent which defcdtion, and to ftop the communication 
between the two kingdoms, Baajha built the fortrefs oiRaim 
Baajba being at this time in alliance with BenhadadofoyW 
Afa bribed this monarch with all the gold he could find in n> s 
own treafury and in that of the temple, to break his 
with the king of Ifracl, and to invade his territories. H 

Syrian monarch accordingly invading the tribe of 
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Baajha 


M 


« ^ VPF ^ ^ ^ w 

ever, being reproved by the prophet llanani for not applying to 
God rather than to the Syrians, and threatned by him with 
troubles the remaining years of his reign, he was fo incenfed 


Af 


ifh 


yudah 


feet, probably the gout. Having, for a confiderable time, been fucceed 
afRi&ed with this diftemper, he died in the 41ft year of liis. e d by bis 
reign, and was fucceeded by his fon JeboJhaphat. fon Jeho- 

During the long reign of Afa , feveral changes of the fuc -Jhaphat. 


Jfracl. Baajh 


God 


914 

Baajb 


pofterity. He died after he had reigned 24 years, and left the fucceeded 
kingdom to his fon Elah , who in the fecond year of his reign by E!ab, 
was murdered while he was caroufmg in his fteward’s houfe by who is 
Zimriy the commander of his chariots, who feized the king- murdered 
dom. The army which was then befieging Gibbethon of the by Zbnri. 
Pbili/lines , hearing of this deteftable murder, immediately de¬ 
clared their general Omri king, and went and befieged Z imri in 
Terzah , who defpairing of any quarter from the enemy, let 
lire to the royal palace and burnt himfelf in it, having reigned 
only feven days, during which time, however, he had deftroyed 
the whole race of Baajha. 

Upon the death of Z imri, Omri was not acknowledged by Zimri is 
all the revolted tribes, but one half of them chofe Tibtii the fon fucceeded 
of Ginathy who for four years maintained himfelf againft his by Qm< 1. 
competitor. At length his party being weakened, and himfelf 
llain, Omri reigned unrivalled. During the firft lix years of 
his reign, he built the city of Sajnaria upon a hill of that name, 
and made it the metropolis of his kingdom, where he reigned 
other fix years, and did worfe than all that were before him. 

He was fucceeded by his l'on Ahaby who is faid to have be- Mah 
gun his reign three years before Afa's death j which makes it j<i no - of 
probable that there is an error in the chronology of his father’s Jfracl. 
reign, or that he was partner with him in the throne for fome B e f. Ch. 
years, Abab was one of the moft wicked princes that ever 
jat upon the throne of Ifrael. He not only continued the wor- w j c { Cs 
Ihip of calves, but having married 'Jezebel the daughter of Eth~ j • 
omI king of 'Lidon, he l'uffered her to introduce the worfhip s 
oi the Lidonian deities, which confifted in human facrifices, 

2nd in the moft abominable ceremonies. Having countenanced 
her ^idolatry himfelf, his example foon fpread the infection 
™tfthe whole kingdom. Elijah the TiJ 1 )bite , an inhabitant 
01 f deady grieved to fee fuch a general apoftacy, prayed ear- 
ne.ftly to God to fhew fome token of his difpleafure againft fo 
^ked a people; and accordingly, in a fhort time, he was lent 
to Ahab to allure him, that God would bring a fore famine 
*k° n t ^, e b^nd for want of rain, which fhould continue above 

whole years. 
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jfehojba- 
pbnt king 

of Judah „ „ . 

fcr his alixduous and zealous in promoting the true w or in ip of God 

piety i? in his kingdom, that it drew upon him and his people the 

bleiTed by grcateft profperity and fuccefs. Having pulled down all the 
God, monuments of idolatry which his father had not been able to 

ab'.lifh, he fcnt itinerant pried Is and Levites thro’ all his domi¬ 
nions to inftrucl the people in the lawn The moil considerable 
places of the land being ftrongly fortified by him, and his army 
conftftir.g of no lefs than i,ico,ooo_men, none of his enemies 
dared to moleft him, and the PhiUjlines and Arabians even vo¬ 
luntarily brought him tiibute. _ 

A lore fa- The If) 


mine m 
If/ael, 


Eljchh 

jscal 

gcaintl 

Baal* 


of their impiety; but while they were afflicted with the fore 
famine, Elijah was miraculoufly fupported by God. For a 
whole year he was fed by the ravens, which brought him bread 
and flefli twice every day; and two years more he lived at 
Sarspta with a poor widow, whofe fnaall iiore of flour and oil 
was miraculoufly fupplied during all that time. He at length 
appeared before Ah ah , and after reproaching him for his ido¬ 
latry, defired that all Ifracl might be affcmbled at mount IV- 
pid with all the priofls of Baal whom 'Jezebel maintained. 
Ahah , upon the firfl interview, had upbraided the prophet as 
the cauie of the calamity ; but probably being fenfible that he 
only could remove their diftrefies, ordered the people and the 
idolatrous priefts to attend at Carmel. Elijah having reproved 
the people for halting between two opinions, propoied to them 
to determine by an experiment which was the true God; 

_ . . • _ y-% * ^ •» % ■ ** « n « « f « • • 

to their 
and that 


Ijracl 


the deity whofe facrifice fhould be confumed by a miraculous 
fire, fhould be acknowledged as the only true God. The priefts 
of Baal accordingly began and laid their facrifice upon the 
wood of the altar, and called upon Baal from morning till 
afternoon, cutting themfelves till the blood ran down upon the 
ground ; but all to no purpofe. Elijah then defiring the people 
to draw near, erected an altar of twelve flones, and laying the 
wood and the bullock upon it, poured a great quantity or water 
three times on the facrifice. Then addreffing himfelf to God,_ 
with a loud voice begged of him that he would fhew himfelf 
to the whole people to be the only true God; upon which a 

fire fell down from heaven, which confumed the victim, wood 

“ _ _ _ — • • 

and altar. 


their faces, and cried out, the Lord is the only God. 


The people, aflonifhed at the miracle, fell upon 

The priefts 

of Baal were then all feized by the people, and put to death 
at the brook Kifoon. Elijah declaring that rain would imme¬ 
diately follow, Ahab returned to jezrcel, the prophet run¬ 
ning all the way before him : but ‘jezebel, in refentmeptfm 
the lofs of her priefts, threatning to put him to death, he v/itn- 
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which accordingly came to pals. Bcnhadad , to retrieve his 
credit, again entered AhaW s dominions, but was defeated with 
amoft terrible daughter ; and being cooped up in Apbek, was 
obliged to beg for peace. Ahab molt inconfiderately agreed to 
all the terms he propofed, made an alliance with him, and dif- 
mifiecl him honourably; which was fo u i fnleafing to God, that 
he fent a prophet who reproached Abeh for what he had 
done, and told him, that his life fhould pay for that of his 
priioner. 

The king was femewhat alarmed at this threatning fpeech, 
but inftead of refolving upon any reformation, foon added ano¬ 
ther offence to his great crime. Naboth , an inhabitant of 
Jczreslf refufing, at his requeft, to part with his vineyard, 
which was his paternal inheritance, Ahab returned fallen and 
difeontented to his palace, and taking to his bed, refufed to 
eat his meat. 'Jezebel quickly fell upon a mod wicked expe- Naboth 
dient to procure the vineyard, and by letters written in the murdered, 
king’s name to the elders of Jezrccl, caufed Naboth to be ftoned 
to death upon a falfe accufation of having blafphemed God 


and the king. 


His ellrat 


rk 


treafon, Ahab went and took 


v-cuauvjit w 1 \J3TGU. 

being confifcated on account of his 
ok pofleffion of the ground : his fa- 


/ 1 

tisfedtion, however, was foon blafted by'the denounciations of 
the prophet Elijah^ who told him, that for this murder, dogs 


fhoulcl lick his blood where they licked that of Naboth ; that 
Jezebel Ihould be devoured by dogs, and all his pofferity cut 
off. Upon his immediate humiliation and repentance, God 
was gracioufly pleafed to fufpend the calamities which he 
threatned till after his death. 


Jekojhaph 


a profound peace. 


and fpent his time partly in ftrengthning his kingdom, ad¬ 
vancing his naval trade, and partly in making all the proper 
regulations for the utter aboliihing of idolatry and promoting 
the worfhip of God. He is blamed only for two things, his 
not totally demoliihing the high places, and joffering his fon 
Jebsram to marry At ha 11 ah the daughter of Ahab , with whom 
ne alfo entered into an alliance. Having vifited Ahab at Sa- 
mart a > he confented to join him in an expedition againffc the 
Syrians , who had. refufed, according to a late treaty, to de¬ 


liver up Ra??ioth Gilead. Four hundred prophets being cort- Ababh 
fulted 011 this occafion, they one and all allured him that he expedition 
would come off victorious : their ^unanimity, however, render- againlt 
ing them fufpeCted to Jehojhaphat^ at his dejire Micaiah , a true liamsth, 
prophet, was brought, who was extremely odious to the king 
on account of his ft riel and conftant adherence to truth. Mi- 

cmab fold him, that his intended enter prize fhould prove fatal 

to him and to all Ifracl\ therefore he advifed him to deflft. 

■dhaby contrary to this warning, prefumed to take the field. 


D 


where 
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His ill fuc- where his army was defeated and himfelf mortally wounded, 
cefs and as we have elfewhere related. His corpfe was buried in the 
death, royal fepulchre at Samaria , and his bloody armour, chariot, 
Bef. Ch. and harnefs being brought to a pool in that place to be wafted, 

the dogs licked his blood, thereby verifying Elijah ’s prophecy. 

Tho’ JehoJhaphat efcaped and returned in peace to Jerufalenu 
yet in his way thither the prophet Jehu met him, and reprovec 
him in the fevereft terms for entering into a confederacy with 

, . . * . rr t nni_1 *_1_:_ r n i 


897. 




The 


his error, endeavoured to retrieve it by a more affiduous ap- 
,• • . _--_ 


every 


His fon 


good of his kingdom. 

1113 Jull Ahaziah the Ion of Ahab> in the mean time, in the fecond 
Abaziah year of his reign, being greatly bruized by a fall thro’ a grate 
dies in his upper chamber, lent meflengers to confult Badzebub , 
Bef.Chrift the god of Ekrpn, about his ~ ^-^ 1 

896. howevei 

fince he 


The 


turned 


none 


_ Ifrael worth confulting, he fhould 

cordingly came to pafs a Ihort time after. 


and is fuc- Jehoram , the brother of Ahaziah , fucceeded him on the 


Jeh 


throne, 
to reduce tire Moabites , v 
death of Ahab. Jehojhapl 


jehoram 


m 
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ifh with thirlf, Elrjh 


for when the army was ready 


Julah 

yaded. 


... v , JehoJhaphat h 

cured a miraculous fupply of water, which at once rcfreihed 
the confederate army, and by its red appearance to the Mo¬ 
abites next morning, fo confounded them, that Ifrael gained a 
compleat vidtory over them, as we have elfewhere related. 

jehofhaphat , not many years after, again experienced the 
favour of God, when the Ammonites and Moabites, with a 
mixed multitude of other nations, had invaded his kingdom, 
and fuddenly advanced as far as Engedi, within 3 6 miles of his 

- 1 T . 1 • . _ •*.__ _ _• _ 1 _!___n ifrn'l 

capital. 


phet, that God 


the 

x w x 

>ring the divine afliftance 
Jerafalem , he wa§ aflurt 


fhould 


Theene^ to do but feize upon their fpoil. Accordingly the king next 
my cut off morning went again# them v/ith a fnrall army; but when ne 
in araira- came within fight of the enemy’s camp, he obferved theni a 

lying dead on the ground, God before his approach having 1° 
confounded them, that they bad flaughtered one another, nis 
troops having employed themfelves three days in carrying on 
their fpoil, affembled afterwards. in a valley, where they re* 
turned thanks to Heaven for their vidtory, and marched bac, 

Lv nM/1 mnd/'nl t n /X- »*i 1 m onlC ilff 01110311^ 
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For the remainder of his reign he met with no moleftation. 
One lofs, however, he had towards the conclufion of his reign, 
in joining with Ahaziab to fit out a fleet in Ezion-geber for 


farjhijh \ on which account the fleet, according to the predic¬ 
tion of the prophet, was dafhed to pieces. Being fenfible of 
his error, he fuffered Ahaziab to have no concern in his next 


het, was darned to pieces. Being fenfible of 
ered Ahaziab to have no concern in his next 


fleet. He died in the 6oth year of his age, after he had reigned 
25 years, and was fucceeded by his fon Jeboram , whom he 
feems to have aflfociated with himfelf in the government fome 
years before, difpofing his other fons into feveral cities of Judah 
under proper tutors. 

jeboram being probably corrupted by his wife Athaliah the Jeboram 
daughter of Ahak, no fooner faw himfelf alone upon the the fon of 
throne, than he began to undo all that his pious father had Jehojha- 
done. He fignalized the beginning of his reign with the mur- pbat fee¬ 
der of his fix brothers, and of feveral chief men of his king- ceeds his 
dom who he thought adhered to their party, or were likely father, 
to revenge their deaths. After this, being wholly influenced Bef. Chrift 
by his queen, he gave himfelf up to idolatry, and eftablifhed the 889. 
tvorfhip of Baal , which the wicked king of Ifrael even began to Judah and 
difcountenance. For thefe crimes he was feverely reproved by Ifrael im- 
a letter fent him by the prophet Elijah a little before he was mcried in 
taken up into Heaven ; the prophet foretelling him likewife, idolatry, 
among many other evils, the almoft total extirpation of his 
pofterity, and his own death by an incurable difeafe in his 
bowels. The Edomites obferving his diforderly and weak go¬ 
vernment, threw off the yoke, and fet up a king of their own, 
as we have feen elfewhere; and in fo doing they verified the 
prophecy of If a ac, that Efaus pofterity fhould in time {hake 
off the yoke of Jacob. Libnah , on the frontiers of Judah , re¬ 
volted probably to the Edomites their neighbours. His king¬ 
dom was prefently invaded by the Arabians and Philifines , who 
penetrated even to Jerufalem , and carried off" all the riches of 
that metropolis, together with the king’s wives and all his 
fons, except only Jehoabaz the youngeft, who _ lived to be 
his fucceflbr. Jeboram was foon after feized with an incur¬ 
able difeafe in his belly, which lafted two years, and weakened 
him to fuch a degree, that his bowels came out, and he died 
with extremity of pain. He reigned eight years, four with his 
father and four by himfelf. 

Jeboram king of Ifrael , in the mean time, was continually Samaria 
threatned by his powerful neighbour Benhadad king of Syria ; befieged 
Put all his fecret attempts were difeovered by Elijha the pro- by the 
phet. Benhadad at length came up, not by ambufhes and ftra- Syrians. 
tagems as formerly, but with a numerous hoft, and laying clofe 
hege to Samaria , reduced the city to fuch diftrefs, that an afs’s 
head was fold for 80 pieces of filver, and a fmall meafure of 

dove S dimer. iJProfrlmn* fn nnr frondofmn Kllf *3PPnrH 1 nO* fO 


doves dung, according to our tranflatiop, but according to 

of a kind of peas very common in thofe countries, 
pieces, Motr tLof ovfromit-Tr woe fKp fnminp ro 


Bo- 

for 


five pieces. Nay, to that extremity was the famine come, 

?vep mothers were conftrained to eat their own children ; 

which 
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ElijL 


the calamity. The king accordingly having fent an officer to 
take off his head, followed hard after him, and entered the 
prophet’s houfe before the oilicer was allowed to 


come m. 


The 


fent from above, defined him to have but patience til ■ next 
day, by which time there would be fuch a ftsppiy oi 

villon in Samaria , that a bufliel of fine flour fhcukl behold 

: reft 


pro- 


for a ihelcel of filver, and th 


m 
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proportion. 

cordingly catne to pafs ; for that very night four lepers v.-.io 
had been ihut cut of the cityr, ventured in defpair to vo ihe 
Syrian camp either to get fome food, or to meet a fpc dL-r death 
than that offtarving. To .'- 1J '- : . * ’ 

the enemy gone 
left behind them. 


-1 


tents, proviiions .ihd 
fatisfied their huneel 


vnr t\ *r •. I 


ii 


Having latisnect tneir nunger v/irn w!ut 
they found at hand, they hafted back to the city, and coni, 
municated the news to the familhed Samaritans. The kies at 


fir ft thinking the Syrians had only laid a ftrutagem to deceive 
him, fent out two horfemen to view the country, who found 


no 


enemy as far as the Jordan, they having really fled, 
imagining from an extraordinary noife of chariots, horfes, and 


armou 


befteged. Having left every thing behind them, and not even 


flopped to untie their horfes and aides, the city was foon flip- 

«• « - . i • vi it r * r _ v*i- 


plied from their camp with all manner of provifions, which 
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were fold at the gate of Samaria at the rate foretold by Eiijka. 
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A nobleman, a favourite of the king, being appointed to Hand 
at the gate to prevent diforders, was there trod to death, the 

• ^ i • f 1 1 • .1 /• 


prophet having told him, that for prefuming to doubt of the 


Jfe— — — X— ^ % v»# « 

truth of his prediction, he fhould fee the plenty, but not tafte 


of it. 


Benhadad being foon after murdered by Hazael , one of his 


Jeh 


timity favourable for recovering Ramotb Gilead from the S)'- 


Jehoah 


f Judd) 


> 
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years of age, and being wholly conducted by his mother Am‘ 


tiah and fuch ccunfellors as file pleafed to appoint, followed all 


the wicked courfes of his father, and made no difficulty of en- 

_ * / - - — * • 1 1 # 


taring into an alliance with 


Ifracl 
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wounded at the fiege of Ramotb Gilead ', was forced to leave 


be cured. 


Jehu, and to return to Jt 


jeim, in tne me 3 n time, uemg privately anomreu uy «■ 
phet fent to him by Elijha , and ordered to extirpate the w.iO*f 
race of Ahab, acquainted his fellow officers, at their requeit. 
with the fecret, who immediately *puid him homage, and pro- 


Ifrael by 
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tow, who being then not quite recovered, was vifited bv 

ihazioh king o t Judah . 1 he two kings being informed o'f 

pus approach, went out in a chariot to meet him : but find- 



who puts 


and ordered his body 
which was near at hand ; and font 

1 • i 


Na 


oo ram 


e or his party purfurr../ ' J: a-ah king 
uivas, of which -lo died at of Judah 


iah, gave him feverai mortal wounds 

and was carried ‘forufalem and inwird j _ u 



matched directly to Jezreel , where JczRei reiblvhig : to keep "up 
her grandeur to the 1 all, painted and drafted herfelfln her ;\,yal 
robes, and looking out of her window, upbraided him with his 
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blood ftained the walls of the palace, and when mo w; s upon 
the pavement the horfes trampled her under foot, and the doo-s 
devoured her body, inlomuch that when Jehu, in coniideration 
of her quality, after he had refrefhed himfclf, ordered lomq of 
his fervants to go and bury her, they found nothing of her re¬ 
maining but her fkull, feet, and the palms of her hands, fo 
ptinftually was the prophet’s prediction concerning her fulfilled. 

Having thus fettled himfclf in quiet poflcffion of Jezreel' 

P"- lent a letter to the nobles and other great men who were 
& Samaria, and had the care of the princes of the blood, de¬ 
wing them, if they thought it fate and proper to oppofe him, 

to declare one of the princes their king. They, terrified at his 

impetuous difpofition, returned a moil fubmiftive anfwer, and 

declared that they were ready to execute his commands ; which 

as foon as he knew, he fent them an order to nut all the young 

pance-s, who were no lefs than 70, to death, and to fend him Seventy of 

their heads. In this likewifc being punbiually obeyed, he pro -Atab's 

ceeded, without any farther delay, to extirpate every one that funs {lain. 

remained _ of Jbab’s family, the great men of his court,, and 

all his friends. Proceeding then to Samaria , in his way he 

met 4.2 princes of the home of Judah, who were going to pay 

avmt to thofe of the heufe of Ah ah, all of whom he alfo caufed 

to be {lain upon the fpot; and meeting Jana dab the fon of Re- 

m, a man of great ftrictnefs and fobriety of life (a), he took 

him 



(a) The Rechabi/es, fo famous tues, but 
ripture Ibr the auftere fingula- 

!t y of their life, were not content 
. 11 • 



to diftinguifh 


themfelves from the reft of the 
world by a peculiar abftinence 


0 exce ^ common moral vir- from wine, from dwelling in 


houfes. 
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him up into the chariot with him, that he might be an eye-! 
witneis of his zeal againft the impious worihipers of Baal 
„ As foon as he was come to Samaria, he hrit deftroyed all th„ u 

■a j were left of the houfe of Abab in that city, and then pretending 
f ne ‘ s an uncommon zeal for Baal , and propofing to celebrate a feaft to 

temDl€S % • i _i _ J -11 Ulo sirm 


temples 
deftroyed 
by Jehu. 


dt baud's 

impious 
reign at 

Jtrufalen 


worfhipi 
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upon pain of death, to be prefent at this great folemmty., 
Having, by this ftratagem, filled the temple with them from; 
one end to the other, he commanded a body of men to go in 
and put them all to the fword in the height of their worlhip. 
After this he pulled down all the idols and ornaments of that 
abominable deity, burnt them without the temple, and caufed 
the building to be demolifhed and turned into a common jakes. 
He did not flop till he had entirely cleared his kingdom of; 
that kind of idolatry, for which he was fo far approved and 
rewarded by God, that a prophet aflured him the kingdom oi 
rael fhould remain in his pofterity till the fourth generation, 
appy had it been for him if he had alfo extirpated the ido- 

latry introduced by Jeroboam ; _ for God, offended with the If- 
ra elites for not returning to his pure worlhip, refolved to cut 

/• . 1 1 _ _ ?_!__ C I—f/HV/tAt 
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{hort even from the beginning of Jehu 

by Elijha 
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this fide; and wherever he came ravaged the country, and put 
the inhabitants to death in the moft inhuman manner, film 
died in the 28th year of his reign, was buried in Samaria , and 
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Ahaziah , feizing the government of the kingdom of Judah , de 
ftroyed all the children that her hufband Jehoram had by ano 

ther wife, and all their offspring, that fhe might re >S n wlt J 


out a rival. 
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king Jeho 
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houfes, from poffeffing either 

houfes, vineyards, or fields, and 
from all kind of agriculture. The 
Rechabites are generally fuppofed 
to have been of the race of tiobab 
the Kenite, brother-in-law to MJss, 

(1 Chron. ii. 55.) fo that being 
Midianites , they might continue 
to imitate their manner of dwel¬ 
ling in tents, as they were ftrang- 
ers, and had no right to any inhe¬ 
ritance in the land of Canaan. 
This Jonadab is fuppofed to have 

renewed their antieot infiitution. 


which was then greatly negle&ed 
and to have bound his pofterity k 

the obfervance of it. It is P^ n 
however, that he laid them unde 
no curfe in cafe of difobedience 
as we find the prophet Jertmk 
was directed by God to invite t er 
to drink wine, which would nav 
been an unworthy aftion, 1 t <• 
had been under an indifpeniiW 
obligation ofabftaining from' 

Jerem. xxxv. 6, 7. Serrar -•“ 
Calmet. Patrick’s Comment. W 

ford’s Script. Chron. 
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%j}) her brother Abaziah ’s fon, then but a year old, and con- Thein- 
veyed him and his nurfe into the temple, where they were con- faat JoaJh 
ceded fix years, the young prince being inftru&ed by Jehoiada. faved by 
During thofe fix years Atbalia tyrannized over Judah without Jehoiada ,, 
controul, filling Jerufalem with blood, and deftroying the fer- 
vants of the true God, that flie might more effectually efta- 
j)li(h the worlhip of Baal throughout the kingdom. By this 
time her murders and impieties were grown to fuch an height, 
that Jehoiada faw himfelf forced to put a flop to them, by pro¬ 
ducing the only remains of David's race, at once to convince 
the people that God was fall mindful of his promife to that 
holy monarch, by preferving him as it were by a miracle from 
the common ruin. He engaged the priefts and Levites , and all 
the leading men in all the parts of the kingdom, in his intereft, 
who took an oath of fidelity to the young prince. The priefts, 

Levites , and Nethinims who fhould have gone out in their 
courfes, ftaid behind in the temple, and took the arms that 
were there depofited, while the chiefs who were privy to the 
defign, raifed a fufficient number of men ready to fecond them 
upon the firft fignal. When the appointed day was come, the and pro¬ 
young monarch was brought out and conducted into the priefts claimed 
porch, and there the high prieft anointed and crowned him, king, 
and put the book of the law in his hand. He was then pro- Bef. Ch. 
claimed with the found of the trumpet, which' was feconded 878. 
with the joyful ftiouts and acclamations of the people. 

Athaliah hearing the noife, made all the hafte flie could to 
the temple; but when, to her great furprize, flie faw the young 
king on a throne, and the people and great men about him in 
arms, (he rent her cloaths and cried out treafon. She in vain 
hoped to raife a party in her favour; for the chief officers, by 
Jeboiada’s order, immediately feized her, and hurrying her 

away from the temple, put her to death. Jehoiada then pro- Athali* 
pofed, that the king and people ftiould enter into a folemn co- fl a j n _ 
venant to ferve the Lord; which being agreed to, the king joajh’s 
was conduced to the palace, and the people went and pulled pj ety anc [ 
down the temple of Baal , deftroyed all the idols, and flew zeal. 
Mattan the idolatrous prieft. Jehoiada being now at the head 
of all affairs, both religious and civil, made a new reformation 
at court and in the temple, by naming thofe who had fliewed 
the greateft bravery and zeal in the late revolution to the 
higheft polls in the government, and by reftoring that regula¬ 
rity in the divine fervice which had been interrupted during . 
the reigns of fo many impious monarchs. 

Joajh continued to teftify his grateful fenfe of the divine 
protection by his uncommon zeal for the worlhip of God, dur¬ 
ing the good high prieft’s life. In the beginning of his reign 
he was very foil ici to us about the houie of God wherein he had 
been fo happily concealed. As it was greatly decayed, he 
took no frnall pains to fettle revemies and procure contribu¬ 
tions for its reparation. He defired the priefts and Levites to 
Collett the money from the people; but they executed his or- 
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ders.with fuch fhameful flownefs, that he was forced to dif- 
charge them at once, and committed the whole care of the 
money and repairs to the high prieft and other proper officers 


His fad 

defection. 


The Sy¬ 
rians in¬ 
vade his 
domini¬ 
ons. 
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in the royal iepulchre of Jerufalem. Soon after his death, 
which is fuppoled to have happened about the 31ft year of 
JoajV s age, the bafe princes of Judah , tired with diffembling 
a zeal for God, prevailed upon the too eafy king to grant them 
a licence to worfhip fuch idols as they thought fit, and after¬ 
wards deluded him into the like apoftacy. This ungrateful 
defection kindled the divine vengeance both against the king 
and people, who paid no regard to _ the warnings and re- 
monftrances of the prophets. Zccbariab , the worthy fon oi 
the late Jebouuia , remonffrating in the ffrongeft terms againft 
the general impiety, the wicked king was offended at his free¬ 
dom, and little remembring the kindnefs of his father and 
mother who had faved his own life, caufed him to be Honed to 
death in the very court of the temple. The divine admoni¬ 
tions having no effect upon them, the following year Goa ffir- 
red up Hazaei againft them. The Syrian king, after ravaging 
a great part of Judea , making a groat daughter among the 
Jczvijb princes, and fending very much fpoil to Datnfcus, 
came up with his army againft Jerufalcm. Jnajh now cihpair 
in? of anv afliftance from God, and finding himfelf unable to 


1 - 

Joajh 


ifeu. 


relift fo powerful an enemy, ftrippecl the temple and his otvn 
palace of all their treafure, and gave it as a ranfom to the Sj 




to 


Damafcus. The divine vengeance, however, ffill purfuing/o 
ads, afflicted him with very grievous difeafes, which confining 
he is mur- him to Iris bed, two of his own fervants dev/ him in refent 


dered, 

* 

and fuc- 


ment for the murder of Zccbariab. 
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eigned 40 years, and 


was buried in the city of David., but not in the royal icpulchres 
Amaziah the fon of Joafo fuccceded his father in the 251! 




ceeded by year of his age, and having eftablifhed himfelf upon the throne, 
Amaziah. put to death the two traitors who had murdered his father 


Bef. Ch. The fevere judgments which h 
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and his apoftate chiefs, made him for fume time afraid toimi 
tate them ; he therefore, in the beginning of his reign, coua 

tenanced the true worfhip of God. 

The kingdom of I [rack in the mean time, had been fo* 
many years ravaged by Hazaei on account of thophiolatries 
both of the king and people. Jehoahaz the ion of Jehu, aite 
reigning 17 years, and feeing his fubjccls opprelied by tte 
Syrians , left his kingdom to his fon Joajh, who aicenoed the 

throne much about t’tie fame time with Amaziah. 

The Edcmiics , about 54 years before, having revolted from 
the kingdom of Judah , Amaziah rcfolved upon an expedition 

again ft them, and hired 100,000 Ifra elites to join his ovn 

&re/i 


oDnrelled by the 
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tmy of 300,000 men. But a prophet alluring him that he He defeats 
would fucceed better if he difmifl'ed thofe auxiliaries, who were the Edo* 
difpleafing to God, he accordingly difeharged them, and ob- mites* 
tamed a fignal victory over the Edomites with the troops of 

The Israelites , however, whom he had difmiiTed, 
fvhii'e he was ablent upon the expedition, ravaged many of the 
towns of Judah in their return home, which occasioned a 
bloody war between him and Joajh. His fuccefs againit the 
Ikmites proved in the end the occafion of his ruin; for his 
mind being thereby elated, he became fo ftupidly fond of the 
idols he had taken from the enemy, that he caufed them to be but em- 
fet up in Judah at his return, and went fo far as to burn in- braces 
cenfe himfelf before them, and to vent feme infolent threats their ido- 
againft a prophet fent from God to reclaim him. latry, 

king of Ifracl, in the mean time, had obtained three 
fignal victories over Bcnhadad the fon of Hazael , and recover¬ 
ed from the Syrians all the cities of Ifrael which his father had 
loft. When, therefore, Amaziah fent in an arrogant manner 
to demand fatisfaCtion for the ravages of the Jfraelites in Judah, 
and challenged him to appear in the field againft him, he treat¬ 
ed his meffage with the utmoft contempt, and advifed him to 
reft contented with his late petty victories, and not fuffer his 
ambition to drive him into a defperate attempt. Amaziah was 
only the more exafperated at this anl’wer, and halted to go out 
againft his rival. The two armies engaging in the neighbour- Ke is de- 
hood of Bethfhemejh, that of Judah was totally routed, and f ca ted and 
haziah being taken prifoner, was carried to Jerufalem by taken pri- 
JoaJh, who entered the city in triumph by a breach of thefonerby 
wall. Having obliged Amaziah to buy his freedom at the the king 
expence of all the gold and filver which were found either in 0 f If,-a 
the temple or in his own treafury, he took hoftages with him 
for the performance of fome engagement, and returned to Sa¬ 
maria. He did not outlive this victory above a year, but dying 
in the 16th year of his reign, left the kingdom to his fon Jcro- 
kam. As for Amaziah , though he outlived his difgrace 15 
years, we read of nothing remarkable concerning him, only 
that he ftill perfifted in his-idolatry, and continuing under 
God’s difpleaiure, fell at length under the contempt of his 
fubjects, fome of whom formed a confpiracy againft him, and He is 
flew him at Lachifi . He was carried back upon horfes to Je- murdered, 
nijatem and buried with his anceftors, and his fon Azariah , or Bef. Ch. 
'zrifl/i, proclaimed in his ftead. 1 o . 8 ° 9 -l 

Meanwhile Jeroboam II. the brave great grandfon of Jehu, Jeroto.im 
vigoroufly profecuted the war againft the Syrians , and being H. king of 
blefled with a long reign of 41 years, -and encoi\-"ged by the IfrasL 
prophets Jonah of Gathepher in Galilee, and Hofea the fon of 
Beeri, he greatly enlarged his territories, and in the end con¬ 
quered both Hamath and Damaj'cus, and made the Syrians his 
tributaries. He is blamed for adhering to the idolatries of his 
preueceffors, and for neglecting the adminiftration of. juftice in 
bis dominions. The prophets Hofea and Arnos, who lived in 

his 
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his days, give us 


and 


debaucherv which then prevailed. They warmly reproved the 
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lities, and denounced the molt fevere judgments againft tliem a 

even to their total ruin and difperfion. 
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His death. 


’Jeroboam 


Bef. Ch 


fullon and diforder, occafioned by the corruption of manners 

1 A • _ 1 _ ... 1 « 1 ✓x J a !• 4 *T\ _ 


783 - 

Great co n- 


fufion in 


that king¬ 
dom. 


every wnere prevaueu, ui<il mere was no 
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boajn was at length acknowledged as king ; but about fix months 
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fixed government for eleven years. 


after he was (lain in the prefence of the people by Sballum , one 
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of his own domeftics *, who feized upon the kingdom, and af- 
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ter reigning 30 days, was himfelf murdered by Menahcm , Ze- 
j • -1 metronolis of Samaria. Tirzak and 


w ---- 1 

fome other places refufing to acknowlege him, he took them 
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inhabitants 


nant women to be ripped up. 
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Menahcm Menahcm 


motive is uncertain, a few months after invaded his kingdom. 
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friendfhip 


fupports pofe him, was forced to buy his . 

himfelf on talents of filver, which he levied on the wealthieft of his 


own 


the throne 


fhekels 


Pul having 


by the af- 
fiftance of 


Menahem having 


made 


A [ft- his death was fucceeded by his fon Pekabiah , in the 50th year 
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nans . 

Bef. Ch. 


of Azariah , or Uzziah , ki ng of 


The kingdom of Judah 


770. 

The piety 


Azariah , upon the murder 


and 


perity of 

TJzziah. 
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reign; that is, according to £///> 


' I- 

if Jeroboam 


ijh. The young king of Judah being 
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wholly dire£ted by the wife counfels of a prophet named Lacan - 
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diftinguiflied himfelf for his zeal againft idolatry, and for 
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his pious imitation of his beft predeceifors, for which bod 
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prospered him in all his undertakings, and blefled his arms with 
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Pbilijl 

featedin feveraf battles. He fortified Jerufalem, repaired tte 
breach in the wall that had been made by the king of JJrad 


) 


kingdo 


fortrefies 


taken from the 


Phili/lines, Arabians , and Mehumms 


inhabited 
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His army confifted of upwards of 300,000 men, commanded 
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by 2600 feleA officers, all armed with proper arms, and trained 
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in the moft perfe& manner of martial difeipline. --- ^ 

zines were alfo ftored with arms, and on the towers of the 
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lover of agriculture, he employed a great number of hufbandmen 

and vine-dreflers, befides (hepherds, to look after his numerous 

herds and flocks, whereby he acquired confiderable wealth. After 

the death of his pious counfellor Zechariab , his heart, by his 

uninterrupted profperity, began to be elated, and he was 

tempted to infringe upon the prieftly office, and in imitation 

probably of the heathen princes, entered the temple to burn 

incenfe upon the facred altar. Azariah the high-prieft, with 

four other priefts, reprefented to him the rafhnefs of his de- 

fign; but he paid no regard to their remonftrances, till he felt Heisfmit- 

himfelf fmitten with a leprofy ; which filled him with fuch ter- ten with 

ror and remorfe, that he hafted out of the temple. His difeafe leorofy, 

being found incurable, he lived in a feparate place by himfelf and dies." 

without the city, fecluded from common fociety, for feveral 

years, till his death, which happened in the 68th year of his 

age, and the 5zd year of his reign. He was buried in a fepul- 

chre apart, adjoining to that of his anceftors; and his fon Jo- 

hm , who had taken the government upon him immediately 

after his father’s feclufion, was declared king. 

Two years before the death of Azariah , Pekahiah fucceeded Pekahiab , 
his father Menahem in Jfrael ; and two years after was killed in the fon of 
his palace by Pekah , one of his generals, who ufurped the Menahem , 
throne, about a year before Jotham fucceeded his father. He murdered 
was a very wicked prince; fo that his reign proved troublefome by Pekah , 
and unfortunate. Havingmade an alliance with the Syrians, he who 
made an attempt aga.in. 1 t Judah ; but was forced to return and ufurps the 
defend his own kingdom againft Tiglathpilefer king of AJJyria , throne, 
who had invaded his territories, taken a great many cities, and Bef. Chr. 
carried off almoft the whole tribe of Naphtali into captivity. 760. 
After feeing his kingdom almoft defolated by the frequent 
incurfions of the enemy, he was murdered by HoJJoea in the zoth 
year of his reign. 

Jotham in the mean time, who was 25 years of age at his fa- Jotham 
ther’s death, had diftinguifhed himfelf on the throne of Judah king of 
by his pious and prudent condudh, which fecured him the favour Judah. 
of God, whoblefled him with extraordinary fuccefs. He gained 
confiderable advantages againft his neighbours, efpecially againfl: 
the Ammonites , whom he made tributary for three years. Having 
repaired and beautified the temple, fortified the city, and done 
many other public a£ts, he died in peace, after a reign of fix- 

teen years, and was fucceeded by his fon Abaz , then twenty 
years old. . 

Ahaz no fooner afcended the throne, than he difcovered the Is fuc- 

fid depravity of his heart, and his ftrong inclination to idolatry: ceeded by 

for which God ftirred up againft him Rezin king of Damafcus AhazyuhQ 

mid Pekah king of Ifrael, who, after ravaging his kingdom, reign's 

ca me and inverted Jerufalem. Ahaz was in the utmoft terror wickedly. 

and defpondency upon the approach of two fuch formidable Bef. Chr. 

demies, who had propofed to extirpate him and his whole 740, 

mce, and to give the crown of Judah to the fon of one Pa- 
Vol. I. E e ' heal. 
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heal God 
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prophet Jfaiah 


fhould trv their ftrength in vain againft Jerufal 


at the fame time, to confirm his faith, gave him two iigns, the 

i. . . _i:/l_/m/4 flip nfnpr mmp iltft 


accomplifhed fpeedily 


of time. The former was, that the prophet ihould 
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have a fon ; and before the child fhould be of age to difcern 
between jjood and evil* both the confederated kings fhould be 
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cut off from the land. The other was, that before the 


Jewijh 


JJmld. conceive and bear a Jon 
or God with us. 
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The two kings, according to Ijaiab 


of terming hJlife, 
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vileft impieties and 


ites and 


VUCiL IHipi^LlW w -... --j L w , 

made molten images of all the inferior gods of the heathen, and 
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Syrians, 
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Pekah having" routed the army of Judah , and killed 120,000 


men 
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Jerusalem , and flew Maafeiab 


5 


and all the 
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great men of the kingdom whom he found there; the two ar 

& • .i_ __!_.,4fU 1 nCo <-Vian 7.00.000 rantives. A$ 

mies 


with no lefs than zoo,ooo captives. 

thev app r oached Samaria , a prophet, named Oded, with toe 
principal inhabitants of the city, came out and met them j and 
'exclaiming againft their infolent behaviour towards their bre- 
thren, affured them, that if they petfifted to carrj thole ,»• 


illiCiU - --. , J jr - . , • 

cent prifoners into captivity, their cruelty would bnn 
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they were prevailed upon,, not only to releafe the prifoners, 
* ’ L - -’oathed and relieved out of the (polls they 


By their retnonihances 


but to let them be 


had taken. 


The kingdom of Judah 
r the following year it ^ 


and Phi- 
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who carried oft a great numoer or capuves, uul uy . ■% 
tines who recovered feveral confiderable frontier towns. 
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inhabitants. Ahaz going thither to pay him a vifit, was fd 
taken with the make and figure of an idolatrous altar which he 
(aw there, that he caufed a model to be taken of it, and lent to 
the high-prieft, with injunctions to have another made as like it 
aspoffible. When he returned, he removed the altar of the 
Lord out of its place in the temple, and ordered the new one td 
be let up in its Head, and that facrifices, for the future, fhould 
be offered on it alone. Soon after he caufed the temple to be 
Ihut up, and eftablifhed, by authority, the worfhip of the gods 
of the Syrians and of other nations, alleging that they had helped 
their refpeclive worftiipers. In the height of all his impiety and His death, 
prophanenefs, he was cut off by a fudden ftroke, in the very Bef. Ch. * 
prime of his age, after he had lived 36, and reigned 16 years. * 

Pekab being murdered by Hojhea , as we have mentioned, the 
year after his expedition againft Ahaz^ the kingdom of Ifrael was 
thereby again thrown into confufion and anarchy. Hojhea was Ho/heakmg 
not acknowleged as king till nine years after ; and in the third of Ifrael 
year of his reign, Salmanejer , who had then fucceeded to the becomes 
throne of AJJyria , came with an army againft Samaria , and tributary 
obliged him to become his tributary *. At this time he is t0 t h e 
fuppofed to have carried off the golden calf ftom Bethel , the jnj r i a „ Sm 
other idol at Dan having been taken thence by his father f; fo 
that the Ifraelites being now deprived of their idols, were even 
allowed by their king to go up to Jsrufalcm to worfhip. 

Hezekiab about this time afeended the throne of Judah; in HezekialH 
the25thyear of his age; fo that, if there be no error in the good 
chronology, he was only eleven years younger than his father, reign. 

In the very beginning of his reign, he immediately fet himfelf; 
with all his might, to work a thorough reformation of religion. 

He began with opening the temple, and commanded the priefts nphe terrl . 
and Levites to renew the daily worfhip of God, according to pi eope n- 
the law of Mojeu After the houfe of the Lord was purified and an dpa- 
lanctified, he went up thither himfelf, with the rulers and great ri £ ed . 
men of the kingdom, and after offering fin offerings to expiate 
the fins of the nation, they facrificed 1 uch numbers of burnt 
and peace offerings, that the priefts were obliged to call in the 
Levites to their affiftance. 

Thefervice of God being reftored in every particular; as it 
had been performed in the pureft times, Hezekiab revived the 
celebration of the paffover, which folemn feftival had been 
omitted for a long courfe of years. He not only invited his 
own fubje&s to this holy feftival, but wrote a moft pathetic let-, 
to to all the tribes, preffmg them to return to the worftiip of 
the true God, as the moft effe&uai means, not only to avert 
his future judgments, but even to obtain from him the recalling 
of their unhappy brethren who were captives. So great was 
the degeneracy of the people, that many in the tribes of Eph- 
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raitn, Manajfeh, and Zebulon, treated Hezekiah 1 s melTengers 
A folemn with ^ corn an( i ridicule. Great multitudes, however, even from 
paflover thefe P arts » came to Jerufalem upon this occaiion; and the con- 
celebrat- cour ^ e indeed was fo numerous, that this was reckoned one of 
e£ j the greateft paffovers that had been folemnized from the days of 

king Solomon. Many of the people had neglected to purify 
themfelves according to the law, or perhaps were intirely igno¬ 
rant of the neceffary preparatives; but the king, greatly pleafed 
with their zeal and the fmcerity of their intentions, warmly in¬ 
terceded with God to pardon that omiffion. The folemnity, 
which continued fourteen days, double the ufual time, being 
ended, the people, upon their return home, zealoufly deftroyed 
all the old relics of idolatry each in their refpective countries, 
the king himfelf encouraging them by his example; fo that the 
true worfhip of God was again univerfally reftored throughout 
both kingdoms. 

Hezekiah at this time deftroyed the. brazen ferpent made by 
Mofes in the wildernefs, becaufe it had lately become an ob¬ 
ject of idolatry. He next reftored all the branches of the 
worfhip of God, and fettled the priefts, Levites , and mufi- 
cians, in their feveral courfes, according to David's model, and 
provided for their maintenance, by reviving the laws of Mofes 
Hezekiah 1 s relating to the Levitical revenues. The king, all this while, was 


profpe- Hefted with fuccefs equal to his piety; and his kingdom was 
rity. foon in fuch a flourifning ftate, that he threw off the yoke of 

the powerful king of AJJyria , and turning his arms againft the 
PhiliJlines , not only regained all the cities of Judah which 
they had lately feized, but difpoffefled them of almoft all their 
own territories, except Gaza and Gath. 

Hojhea king of Ifrael likewife endeavoured to fhake off the 
yoke of the Afjynan monarch, and for that purpofe entered into 
a confederacy with So or Sabaco the Ethiopian , who, a few years 
before, had conquered Egypt. Salmanezer having intelligence of 
this treaty, immediately raifed a powerful army, and marching 
thro* Moab , razed the two chief cities of the Moabites , as Ifaiab 
The J/f - had foretold three years before. From thence entering the 

rians take kingdom of Ifrael , he ravaged the whole country, and fat down 
<> • before Samaria , which, after three years clofe fiege, he at laft 


and put an ma d e himfelf matter oft Such was tKe fatal end of the Ifraelitifi 
> * i kingdom j for the capital being burnt and reduced to a heap of 
kingdom and all the land laid wafte, the inhabitants were car- 

of Ifrael °“ captives, and planted by the conqueror in the eaftern 

Bet Chr P rov i nces °f his empire, whither their brethren had been fent 
’ j * in a former reign. A great number of the Ifraelites, however, 
7 ’ efcaped from the conquerors, fome into Egypt , and a much greaterj 

number into the kingdom of Judah , where they weaned themj 
felves by degrees from their former idolatries and rebellion, anl 
became fubjedts to Hezekiah and his fucceffors. On the othen 
hand, the AJJyrians fent colonies from feveral of their provincesj 
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their firft fettlement, it is laid, they were like to have been de¬ 
coyed by lions, for their disregard to God; fo that, upon their 
petition, fome Ifraelitijh priefts were fent back to inftrudt them 
how to worfhip and appeafe him. Tho’ they learned the wor¬ 
ship of the true God, they, neverthelefs, thought it unneceflary 
toforfake their old idols; but each nation adhering to their 
refpe&ive gods, built feparate places of worfhip for them. 
Hence fprang that mutual hatred between the Jews and 
Smart tans, which fubfifted, with fuch rancour, for many 


About eight years after the deftru&ion of Samaria , Sennache - j u j ca j n _. 
rib, who had then fucceeded his father Salmanezer , demanded y a( j ec j t, y 
the tribute of Hezekiab ; and upon his refufal, entered Judea t ^ e 
with a numerous army, and in a fhort time took a great num- rjans u ' n _ 
ber of fortified places. Hezekiab , expe&ing to be befieged in ^ er Senna- 
erufalem , made all proper preparations for a vigorous defence. c /, cr i^ 
e repaired the walls, and fortified them with towers, and laid 
in great ftore of arms and provifions. He caufed all the foun¬ 
tains about the city to be Hopped, and the courfe of the brook 
Qiboti, which watered all that region, to be turned another way; 
and to ftrengthen himfelf the more againft fo potent an enemy, 
he entered into an alliance with the king of Egypt, which, how¬ 
ever, was feverely cenfured by IJaiah, who, in a moft elegant 
difeourfe, urged the people to confide in God alone for their de¬ 
liverance. He was indeed foon convinced of his error in feek- 


ing help from Egypt ; for his allies never ftirred to his affiftance, 
notwithftanding the rapid progrefs of the AJfyrians ; he there¬ 
fore fent and iubmitted to Sennacherib, acknowleging his fault 
in the moft humble terms. Sennacherib agreed to a peace, 
on condition of receiving 300 talents of filver and 30 talents of 
gold; which Hezekiab was not able to raife, without exhauft- 
ingall his treafures, and ftripping the very doors of the temple 
of the gold plates, wherewith they were overlaid. Upon re¬ 
ceiving this money, Sennacherib bent his march for Egypt, which 
he ravaged for three years, 

Hezekiab, about the time the AJfyrians entered Judea, being Hezekiab"% 
feized with a dangerous illnefs, had a meflage from God, by the jjf e p ro . 
prophet Ifaiah, to fettle his affairs, and prepare for death. But longed 15 
on his hearty prayer to God, he obtained another meffage from y ears . 
him, by the fame prophet, promifing him life for fifteen years 
longer, and alfo deliverance from the AJfyrians. To give him 
full aflurance of this, God, at his requeft, made the fun go 
hack ten degrees upon the fun-dial of Abaz. A plaifter of figs 
being then applied, by the prophet’s direction, to the ulcer, he 
recovered within three days, and went iip to the temple, to re¬ 
turn God thanks for fo wonderful a deliverance. 


Upon his recovery, Merodach-Baladan king of Babylon^ fent 
ambafladors to congratulate him, and to enter into an alliance 

with him avainft Sennacherib . whofe o-rowin? cower the 


- againft Sennacherib , whole growing 
Babylonians, as well as the Jews, had reafon to fear. 

Uwldeam were then above all other nations given to aftronomy. 
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that ivas dene in the land •, which {hews that the miracle was not 
univerfal, and performed by retrogradation of the whole eourfe 
of nature, but might be tae effedt of a miraculous inflexion of 

, * v a rT t i _i_i_ *u„ i- j 

the fun-beam 


Hezckiab 


him by the king of Babylon , that out of the vanity and pride 
of his heart, he {hewed the ambafladors all the wealth and 
jftrength of his kingdom : for which he was reproved by Ijakh, 
who allured him, that a day would come when all the ftores he 
madefuch often ta. ion of would be carried to Babylon 

Sennacherib returning out of Egypt, again entered Judea, and 
notwjthftanding the late accommodation betwixt him and Em- 
kiah, he fent three of his principal officers, with a party of 
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jerufalem. tieze. 
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men j which dreadful judgment fo terrified the 
proud monarch, that he immediately fled, in the uttnoft con- 
fufion, to Nineveh , where he was loon after aflaffinated by twq 
of his own fons. Jofephus and fome others think the djjjmn 
army was deftroyed by lightning ; but from the.words of Jjhid , 
who tlrreatned him with a biaft from God, it is moft likely the 
deftrudion was efle&ed by the hot wind, which is frequent irt 
thole parts, and caufes inftant death by luffoeation. 

Hezckiab lived the remainder of his days in peace and tran¬ 
quillity, being both honoured and revered by all neighbouring 
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nations. 


Being at reft from wars, he 
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the good government of his people, and the ftrengthenmg of 
the city of JeruJalsm , by erecting magazines and filling them 
with arms, and making a large pool and conduit tor fupplying 
the city with water. He was a great lover and encourager of 
husbandry, and had numberlefs flock? and herds in his own 
pafture-grounds. After a eourfe of great and worthy aftions, 
he died in the zr)th year of his reign, and was buried, with 
great folemnity, in the moft honourable place of the fepulchres 
of the Ions of David. 

Manajfeb , the fon of Hezckiab , was but twelve years old when 
he fucceeded his father. Whether he was naturally vicious, or 
fell into the hands of wicked counfellors, we may date the 
downfial both of the kingdom and religion from the faf.il day 
of his afeending the throne. He not only worfhiped idols, re- 
ftored high places, and ere&ed altars unto Baal, but in the room 
of the ark of the covenant let up an idol, even in the farwtuary 
_ itfelf, and erected altars for Baalim and all the hoft of heaven 
in both the courts of the temple. He iikewife pratlifed witc - 
crafts and inchantments, and dealt with familiar fpirits. niai 
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w ^ .... ..J Moloch , filled Judah and 
places, and brought in ail manner or 0 ie - 
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kingdom. The prophets, who were fent to reprove him, he 
treated with the utmoft contempt and outrage; and refolving to 
compel the people to embrace his religion, he exercifed the moft 
horrid butcheries on the prophets and priefts, nobles and people 
indifferently, till he had fill e&Jerufafan with blood from one 
end to the other. It is particularly faid that he cauted the pro¬ 
phet Ifaiah, who was of the blood royal, to be fawed afunder; 
which it is thought the apoftle Paul refers to in his epiftle to 

the Hebrews. 

Providence at length was pleafed to put a full flop to his 
bloody career, by delivering him into the hands of fome of the 
chief commanders of the AJJyrian army, who came upon him fo 
fuddenly, that feeing no way to efcape, he went and hid him- 
felf in a thicket. He was, however, foon brought out of it, 
loaded with chains, and carried away into Babylon , where he 
was call into a dungeon by Ejarhaddon , or AJfarhadin , king of 

who had made himfelf mafter of Babylon about five 
years before, and was, by this time, become foie monarch over 
both empires. This is generally fiippofed to have happened in 
the 2 2d year of his rei 
learned XJJher and Pri 

and Ifrael , and carried off fome few remains of the Ifraelites ; 
which fulfilled the prophecy of Ifaiah againft them *. 

His prifon and his chains having foon brought him to a due 
fenfe of his great fin, he returned unto God with repentance 
and prayer, and in his affli&ion greatly humbled himfelf before 
him; and his repentance being fincere, God was intreated of by 
him, and mollified the heart of the king of Babylon towards 
him; fo that, on a treaty, he was again reftored to his liberty, 
and reinftated in his kingdom. How long his imprifonment 
lafted, or on what terms fte regained his liberty, the text does 
flat mention; but this much is plain, that from the greateft: 
finner he became the greateft penitent, and from the bloodied: 
tyrant one of the belt monarchs. We have a prayer among 
the apocryphal books of the Old .Teftament, which it is faid he 
made in prifon. We find by an expreflion in the book of Chro- 
wr/cr, chap, xxiii. that fome fuch prayer of his compofing was 
kept upon record j and it is fcarce pofiible to pen one more 
expreffive of his mifery and repentance, than the above- 

mentioned . 

Upon his return to J'erufalcm, he beftowed his whole time 
and application in redrefling the mifchiefs which his former im- 
pmtyhad occafioned. He abolifhed all the idolatrous profana¬ 
tions of the temple, reftored in all things the reformation which 
ms father had made, and obliged all his fubje&s to worlhip and 
5 ve the Lord only. He was alfo careful to repair and fortify 
jerufalem , and the other places of his kingdom ; and having 
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been blefied by God with 3 3 years of profpcrity after his return 
His death, from Babylon , he died in the 55th year of his reign, and 67th 
Bef. Ch. of his age j but was not buried in any of the royal fepulchres 

but laid in a grave in his own garden. * 

After Manaffeh reigned Ammon his fon, who, tho’ only 22 
years of age when he came to the crown, and confequently 
having only his father’s good example to imitate, yet was fo de¬ 
praved, that he gave himfelf up to all manner of wickednefs; 
fo that God fliortned his government, by permitting fome of 
his domeftics to confpire againft him and flay him, after he had 
reigned two years. The inhabitants of Jerufalem , however, 
put all thofe to death who were concerned in the murder; and 
burying Ammon, not in the royal fepulchres, but in the garden 
with his father, placed his fon Jofiah upon the throne, who was 
then about eight years of age. 

During the fhort reign of Ammon, an amazing depravity and 
corruption of manners overfpread the whole kingdomj of 
which we have an account given us by the prophet Z ephaniah, 
who flourifhed in the days of Jofiah. Among the princes, 
judges, and magiftrates, he tells us, there reigned injuftice, op-' 
preffion, cruelty, and all manner of debauchery; among the priefts, 
pride, avarice, corruption, and a fhameful traffic of religion) 
among the people, ignorance and irreligion, men fwearing in 
the fame breath by the Lord and by Moloch ; altars reared every 
where to Baal, and to all the other deities of the heathen j the 
very fan&uary was again polluted with a filthy idol, and its 
court furnifhed with Sodomites , and with women who wove hang¬ 
ings and tents to hide the unnatural and abominable ceremonies 
of its votaries. 

Jofiah's The young king being from his infant years greatly addi&ed 


good 
reign. 

Bef. Ch. 
640. 

A total re- 


to virtue, and having the happinefs of pious guardians, early 
difplayed an ardent zeal to accomplilh a thorough reformation. 
In the 16th year of his age, having taken, upon him the admi- 
niftration of the kingdom, he fet about his premeditated defign 
with great zeal and intrepidity. To this purpofe he took a pro- 
formation grefs thro’ the kingdom, ana wherever he came broke down 
in his the altars, cut down the groves, and brake in pieces all the 
kingdom. Garved and molten images, and digged up the graves of the ido¬ 
latrous priefts, and burnt their bones upon all places of ido¬ 
latrous worlhip, thereby to pollute and defile them for ever. 
Whatever priefts of the Levitical order had at any time facri- 
ficed on one of the high places, tho’ to the true God, thefehe 
depofed from their facerdotal office. He broke down the houfes 
of the Sodomites, and defiled the valley of Hinnom , a place infa¬ 
mous for the horrid cruelties that were pra£lifed by the wor- 
jfhipers of Moloch. He removed the chariots and horfes of the 
fun, which ftood at the entrance of the houfe of the Lord, and 
caufed the chariots to be burned. Having thus cleanfed all 
Judah and Jerufalem , he took a circuit thro’ all the reft of the 
land, formerly pofleffed by the ten tribes, which was now fub- 

ject to him* ana deftroyed every where the idols and altars 

■ -which 
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put all their idolatrous priefts to death. At Bethel he particularly 
broke down the altar and high place ere&ed by Jeroboam , tc 
ther with the groves and idols, caufing the bodies of the ido¬ 
latrous priefts to be dug up, and burnt upon them. But difco- 
vering, by an infcription, the tomb of that prophet who had 
denounced to Jeroboam that total deftru&ion of idolatry which 
be was then fulfilling,- he ordered his afhes not to be difturbed, 
which faved thofe of the lying prophet that was buried with 

him from an indignity. 

Having in a few years deftroyed all the relics of idolatry, his The tem- 
next care was to have the temple repaired. While the high- pie re- 
prieft, by his orders, was furveying and examining every place, paired, 
bechanced to find the book _of the law, which he fent to the The book 

is generally fuDDofed to have of the law 


king by Shaphan the fcribe. This 


Mofesy found. 


which fome pious perfon had caufed to be hid during the wicked 
reigns of Ahaz or Manajfeh. The king, upon hearing part of 
it read, which was (fay the Jewijh dodtors ) the xxviiith chap, 
of Deuteronomy , containing the curfes for difobedience, rent 
his clothes thro’ grief, and was feized with great terror, on ac¬ 
count both of himfelf and people, and immediately fent the 


the Lord. The 


college in Jerufale , 
tiich they brought b 
Judah and Jerufeth 


ateiy 

Him 
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his repentance. The 
of God as far as he o 


JoJiah 


Judah and Jerufah 


and going up with them to the temple, caufed the law of God 
to be there read to them : after which, both he and the people 
entered into a covenant to obferve all that was contained in it. 

After this he made a fecond progrefs thro’ the whole land, de- The naff- 


dolatry 


over kept 


and when the feafon of the next paffover was come, caufed that with great 
feaft to be kept with fuch exadtnefs and folemnity, that it not folemnity. 


of Hezekiah 


from the days of Samuel to that time. 


king of Egypt 


kred his dominions with an army, propofing to march againft 



monians , and' to inveft Carchemijh 
bein? nrohablv trihutarv to the k 


Ifrael. 


paflag 


“) ro his territories; and afiembling an army, went to oppofe 
“I® a t Megiddo , a town of the tribe of Manajfeh. The Egyp- 
king allured him he had no hoftile defign againft him, and 
sdvifed him not to concern himfelf in the war between him and 
the Babylonians: but JoJiah paying no regard to his advice, ven¬ 
tured a battle, in which he was routed and mortally wounded. 

He 
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He died as foon as he reached Jerufalem, in_the 39th year of his 

SL univerfally lamented by all h.s good fubjeSs, pamcularly 

bv the prophet Jeremiah, who, on this mournful occaf.on, 

wrote a font? of lamentation, as he afterwards wrote another 

upon the de E ftruaion of Jerufalem. This laft is that which we 

now have; the other is not now extant. It was called the La- 
1 ’-* * r -a town near the field of 


mentation of Hadad ~ -- - , 

battle; and it was fo pathet c and fo long continued, that ,t 
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afterwards 


J ehoahaz, 

hisfon.de- 


After the dLh of Jofiah, the people of the land took > 

otherwife called Shallum, the youngeft of h.s four font, 
and made him king in his Head. He began to give early proof, 


noied bv and made ftim King m mo -° r , • J r , f 

King that he defigned to reign as wickedly as feme of his predccef- 

K o V 1 . * , a _o/vnnnt was lent to him 


of Egypt* 


Jehorakim 

reigns 

wickedly* 


jors naa acme ; upun ~~~ ~. 

from God, to exhort him to imitate his father s piety ; adding, 
that if he did not, he ftiould be carried away captive, and die 
in a Grange land. Pharaoh Necho came according^ agamft Je¬ 
rufalem, in his return from the expedition agamft Carchemijh, 
and dethroned him, in the third month of his reign s and 
having fet his elder brother EUaktm, whofc name he changed 

tribute of ioo talents of filver and one talent of gold, carried 
his captive brother into Egypt, where he ended his days. The 
Jews fuppofe that Shallum had provoked his refentment, by 
putting hirnfelf at the head of an army to revenge his father s 
death, and that he was overpowered by the Egyptians. The 
prophet Ezekiel (chap, xix.) reprefents him as a daring enter- 

P r l™ n s y°, uth * r_._ c ..of in tV»#» Ipaft deter his 


The 


Jehoiaktm 


phet J> 


Z "Seed‘Go?, feme 'judgments again* them, unlefs 
they repented. He boldly reproved the king in his palace, and 
in the court of the temple threatned the people, if they did no 

. _ tit-ffr ^pftru£lion of the city <inu 

offended at his freedom, 


Jeremiah temple. The 


accufed. 


Shim and MbK the Hng’s council in hop. 
of having him put to death ; but Ahikatn, one of the chief 

lords, foWrienScd him, that he.got him difeharged by thege- 

neral fuffrage. Uriah, another prophet, however, ptophefy,ng 


Jehoia- 

whence ne was Drougm u^ -v - i—j --- fWthc 

prophets Habbakuk, Zcphaniah, and Nahum.'who are fup 

noted to have prophefied in this reign, were at all perfected y 
1 * 


king. 


however, in the 


Jehoiakm 


'f crania!], now ever, m >uu u> dP Mariner that 

nouncing deftruaion to the city and temple, andi his father 
NabopolaJJar in the empire, ftiould ravage the land, and car y n 
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Nebuchadnezzar, in the 

and Palejline from the Egyptians, routed their army at the Eu¬ 
phrates with a great daughter, and recovered Carch'emijh. The 
king of Babylon , in the end of the fame year, entering Judea 
with his victorious army, took Jerufalem , rifled the temple, 
and Tent the youths of the royal blood, and of the nobility, of 
the faireft countenances and quickeft parts, to Babylon, there 
to be made eunuchs in his palace. Among thefe laid were 
Daniel and his three companions ; from whence is dated the 
beginning of the feventy years captivity. Jeboiakim was at firft 
put in chains, and deligned to be fent away with the reft; but butreflor- 
upon his fubmifiion, and promile of paying a yearly tribute to ed to the 
him, the king changed his mind, and left him as a kind of vice- throne, 
roy under him in the kingdom. 

Jehoiakim, inftead of being amended by thefe chaftifements, 
rather turned more perverfe; and after a three years fubjeCtion froirTthe 
to the king of Babylon , rebelled againft him; which fo exafpe- Bahloni- 
rated that monarch, that he fent an army into Judea, con lift in? 7 
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Me revolts 


of Syrians, Chaldeans , Ammonites, and Moabites , _ o _ 

the whole kingdom for three years, and inverting Jerufalem, 
furprized and flew the king, and cart his dead body into the 


ans. 


O- # j 

prediction. 
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Jehoiakim being dead, Jehoiachin 


JeruJaL 


time, his father may be juftly reckoned to have had no heir, 
and his reign counted as nothing. When Nebuchadnezzar ar- His fon 
rived with a royal army at Jerufalem, Jaconiah went out and de¬ 
livered himfelf into his hands: but hereby he only faved his 
life; for he was immediately put in chains, and fent to Bahy- 
h, where he continued in prifon for 37 years. Nebuchadnez- 
tar then entering Jerufalem, ranfacked the temple, palace, 
treafury, and the whole city, a fecond time, and carried off 
10,000 captives, famed either for their valour or wifdom, befides 
1000 of the beft artificers in gold, filver, and other metals and 
materials. Among his captives of note was the famed Mordc- 

f®> and, as is molt generally believed, the prophet Ezekiel. 
the ' 
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a nd having laid him under a certain tribute, and taken an k, nP . p y 
path of fidelity and fubjedition, returned into his dominions. Nebuchad- 


and 


Zcdekiah 


Zedekiab began to reign in the 21ft year of his age, and „ ezzar . 

proved as impious as his late predeceflors. Tho’ he received em- p.Zf ch 
oaffies from the kings of Ammon, Mcab 77 7 ^ 1 ’ 
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of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
, yet, by the warning of 

7 4 , v nut WUllilUtU iaiLlllUl to him for fome years. 

r j c P e ople, not fenfible of their tniferable ftate, foothed them- 

\l ves with the opinion that their calamities would foon be fuc- 
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ceeded with a courfe of profperity, and that the captivity of 
their brethren would foon be at an end. Thefe vain hopes were 
continually fed by falfe prophets, both in Jerufalem. and at Ba¬ 
bylon j while Jeremiah , on the other hand, threatned ruin and 
defolation to thofe in Judea , and wrote to the captives at Ba¬ 
bylon, alluring them, that their captivity would laft 70 years • 
and therefore exhorted them to provide for themfelves in the 
country. They, however, inftead of following his advice 
wrote to Jerufalem againft him, as a dangerous enemy to his 
country, who uttered not what the God of Ifrael but the king 
of Babylon dictated to him ; and the conteft falling fome years, 
his enemies at length prevailed fo far as to caufe him to be im- 
prifoned. 

The falfe prophets being chiefly favoured both by king and 
people, Z edekiah, by their perfualions, entered into a confe¬ 


deracy with Pharaoh Hophra , or Apries king of Egppt, againft 
Nebuchadnezzar \ who no fooner heard of his revolt, than he 
'YheBaby- made preparations for punilhing him. In the 9th year of Z ede- 
lonians be- hi ah, Nebuchadnezzar came with a powerful army into Judea, 
liege J e ~ and quickly making himfelf mailer of almoll all the fortified 


rufaltm 


cities, marched diredlly againft Jerufalem. The Jews being 
then llruck with confirmation, made a Ihew of returning to 
the Lord their God, entered into a folemn covenant thence¬ 
forth to ferve him only, and, it being the fabbatical year, they 
immediately proclaimed liberty to all Hebrew fervants of either 
fex, according to the law of God. But Nebuchadnezzar with¬ 


drawing with his army to oppofe the Egyptians , who were ap¬ 
proaching to the relief of Jerufalem, the Jews vainly concluded 
he would never return, and repenting of their covenant of refor¬ 
mation, caufed every man his fervant, and every man his hand¬ 
maid, to return to their fervitude : for which bafe prevarication 
and inhumanity God ordered his prophet to proclaim liberty to! 
the fword, to the famine, and to the pellilence, to execute hisi 
wrath upon them, to their utter deftruefcion. The prophet be-i 
ing now frequently confulted by the king, and denred to pray 
for them, allured him pofitively, that the Egyptians, on whom 
he depended, would certainly deceive him; and that the Chal¬ 
deans would return to the fiege, and in the end burn the city 
with fire, even tho’ their army were to confift only of wounded 
men. The Chaldeans accordingly obliging the Egyptians to re¬ 
tire, and returning to the fiege, foon reduced the city to the 
greateft extremity. Jeremiah was again frequently confulted; 
but perfifting in his former declarations, ana prefiing the kmj 
and princes to fubmit without delay to the befiegers ? as tju 
means to procure the bell terms, he was accufed of being aw 
vourer of the enemy, and thrown into a loathfome prifon. 

The infatuated Jews , tho’ they faw themfelves dellitute botl 
of divine and human afliftance, and were daily perilhing# 
great numbers by famine, and alfo, according to Jofephus, by 
grievous pefcilence, yet obftinately perfilled in defending u 
city. The befiegers at length, in the 6th year of the fiege, .0 


nity. Jeremiah was again frequently confulted; 
in his former declarations, ana prefiing the kmj 

liiUmit* vnfllAiif rl^lntr fn 4 *V»p RS tlM 


5 



OF THE WO RL IX 42 £ 

the 9th day of the 4th month, took the citybyftorm at midnight, They take 
when Zedekiah, with a few followers, fled by a private pafTage, and bum 
and endeavoured to efcape to the wildernels. The Chaldeans , the city, 
however, purfuing after him, foon brought him back to their 
exafperatea monarch at Riblah in Syria, who, after fome fevere 
reproaches, caufed his ions, and all his princes that were taken 
with him, to be (lain before his face, and then commanded his 
eyes to be put out, and fent him bound in fetters of brafs to 
Babylon, where he ended his days in a prifon. Nebuchadnezzar 
then entering Jerufalem about a month after, was joined by Ne* 
luzm-adan, the captain of his guard, who, after Gripping the 
temple of all its holy veflels and furniture, and gathering toge¬ 
ther all the riches that could be found either in the king’s 
houfe, or in any of the other houfes of the city, fet both the 
temple and city on fire, and burnt them to the ground. He and carry 
next demolifhed all the walls, towers, and other fortifications ; the Jews 
and having reduced the whole to a perfect defolation, he carried into capti- 
off all the Jews prifoners,' down to the very common people, vity. 
fome few of whom of the bafer fort, he left to till the land, Bef. Chr. 
making Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam governor over them. As 588. 
hr Jeremiah he was carried in chains to Ramah, where, by or¬ 
der of Nebuchadnezzar, he was fet at liberty, and allowed his 
choice either to go to Babylon , where he fhould be well treated, 
or to continue in the land ; which laft he preferred, and went 
; and lived with Gedaliah. 

Such was the dreadful end of the once flourifhing monarchy 
of the Jews, who, by their almoft conftant and horrid ingra¬ 
titude, and invincible itch of imitating the idolatries and 
witcheries of other nations, forfeited the favour of God, who 
would have otherwife been their great fupport and protestor 
againft all their enemies. 

The poor remains of the Jews, upon the departure of the Gedaliah 
Babylonians, coming out of the deferts and neighbouring coun- t }, e „ 0 ver- 
tries, whither they had efcaped, reforted to Gedaliah at Mizpah nor G f t h e 

I in the land of Gilead , where he had fixed his refidence; ana he j anc j, j s 
having promifed them prote&ion, they fettled themlelves in the fl s i n by 
land, and gathered in the fruits of it. IJhmael , one of thofe lf ama el. 
who returned from the land of Ammon , being of the blood royal, 
came with a treacherous defign to aflaffinate Gedaliah, and make 
himfelf king. The governor was warned of his intention ; 
but being of a generous difpofition, would not give credit to 
the information, and entertained IJhmael with great hofpitality, 
which gave the traitor an opportunity of murdering him, and 
all the brave Chaldeans he had about him. Two days after meet¬ 
ing with about 80 Ifraelites , who were going on a religious ac¬ 
count with offerings and incenfe to the houfe of God, he 
craftily drew them into Mizpeh , and there flew them all, ex¬ 
cepting ten of them, who offered their ftores for the redemp¬ 
tion of their lives. Johanan , who had given. Gedaliah .informa-i 
tion of IJhmael ’s treachery, hearing of his villainy, and that he 
Was returning with a great number of captives to the king of 

Ammons 
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Ammon ^ who had prompted him to the wicked deed, purfui 
after him with an armed force, refcued all the prifoners, an 
forced him to fly for his life, with only eight of his men. Thil 


7 


and the reft of th 


people, fo afraid of the refentment of the Chaldeans , that the 
began to think of fleeing into Egypt for fafety j but Jeremiah 
whom they confulted, declared, that if they went thither, they 
The re- would all inevitably perifh. Inftead, however, of hearkening 

to his advice, they both ventured to go down, and to force him! 

t y\ i J m ♦ .1 . 1 1 r - 


mains of to nis advice, they both ventured to go down, ana to force him 
the Jews and Baruch to go along with them ; where, a few years afterJ 


fly into 
Egypt. 


...... of God 

Nebuchadnezzar 

J 


made a conqueft of that country. What 
not known. Some fuppofe him to have 
been ftoned^by his countrymen for reprehending them for their 

1 ** ryptian idolatry 




CHAP. 


II 


SECT. II. 

0 

Fhe Hiftory of the J e w s, from their return from the 
Babylonifh Captivity to the total deftruEiion of Jeru- 
falem by Titus Vefpafian. 


The de¬ 
cree of 
Cyrus for 
the reite¬ 
ration of 


A 

God 


S foon as the 70 years captivity, pronounced by Jeremiah 
againft this rebellious people, was fully accomplished, 


in the firft year of his reign, iffued out a decree for their refto- 

- Vi J ■ 1 • i* rv .1 0 1 • . . 1 . ___i.. 

ration. Joy 


.. ~ their own land, which that prince, in fome of his expeditions, 

J■ nwnU/tlsIv* Un/I UnUnl A /4of a on/4 Unt'fon tU rf rmfnrullv 


Bef. Ch. 
536. 


probably had beheld lying defolate and barren, tho’ naturally 
fertile; but were alfo allowed to rebuild their temple at Jerufalem, 
and tranfport thither all the f'acred utenfils which Nebuchadnezzar 
had brought away from thence. The king ordered thefe to be 
delivered to Shezbazzar, fuppofed to be the fame with Zerubha• 

-* 7 1 1 • . t . 1 n r CV 7 • 1 • . <V _* L Ifittn* 


Judah 
s ther<= 

Tirjh 


The ro 


Jehoiakim , or Jeconiah 

the ro 
Judea 


cerning the dimenfions of the temple, which was to be 60 cu¬ 
bits in heighth and breadth, built upon a ftrong foundation, 
with three rows of great ftones and a row of timber j the ex- 
ence of the whole to be furnifhed out of the king’s home, 
efides, the king allowed thofe who inclined to ftay behind per- 




* 


J erom in vit. Jerenu 


fed 


4 
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liberty to contribute, as liberally as they, pTeafed, gold 
filver, or precious fluffs, towards the building and adorning 
of that (acred edifice, and the renewing and carrying on the 
worfhip of God there. 

Immediately upon the publifliing of this edict, the chiefs of 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin , together with the priefts and 
Levites, aflembled themfelves ; and as many as (till retained a 
love for their country, and a zeal for the God of Ifracl, difpofed 
themfelves to return to that once happy land. Others, how¬ 
ever, who were by far the greater number, preferring the land 
of Babylon to the country of their anceftors, contented them¬ 
felves with furnifhing their returning brethren with .gold, filver, 

cattle, and other conveniencies, either for their journey or for 

the building of the temple and city. At the head of thofe who The chiefs 
returned into their own country were Zerubbabel and Jejhua of thofe 
the high-prieft, whofe grandfather Seraiah was high-prieft when who re- 
jerufalem was taken. The whole number of thofe who re- turned, 
turned amounted to about 42,360, including thofe that came af- 

,_; • / V r t .1 • ^ ° , _ 1 _ 


Nehemiab 


Among 


were many of the defeendants of the ten tribes, who had been 
formerly carried away by Tiglathpilefcr , Shalmanefer , and Efar- 
baddon ; but thefe, with thofe of the tribes of Levi, Judah , 
and Benjamin , who were more particularly mentioned, were 


7 


Jehu 

We find mention likewife made of zoo mei 

them. lie camels 


—— *' ^«**^** j uiuuguw vr iuj 

736 horfes, 245 mules, and 6700 afles. 

It is evident from this lift how fmall the number was of thofe 
who returned, in comparifon of thofe who (laid behind ; and 

1*1 f A t « €• « ^ - 


the J, 


the bran 


came out of Babylon , but that the flour (laid behind. Even of 
the priefts, only four of the twenty-four clafles, into which they 
were divided, returned, tho* they fubdivided themfelves each 
into fix clafles, that they might again make up the old number, 
and called themfelves by their names accordingly. Some of 
thefe not being able to make out their lineal delcent from the 
pnefthood, were on that account deprived of the office and the 
prmleges ; attending it, until fome high-prieft fhould arife that 
could decide their title by the Urim and Thummim. The fame 
difpute happened alfo concerning fome others, who being come 


h 


Tiel-Harfa, perhaps Telajfar , a province of Af~ 


long to any tribe. Thefe were about 650 in number, 
wards of 390 Nethinims, the pofterity of the Gibeonites 
m °n had dedicated to the fervice of the temole. The 


t 


Nethinims . and 


of God 


Jerufah 


U P his altar,^ and preparing all other things againft the next 
? r and folemmty. As for the reft, the greater part of them difi- 

perfed 


v 
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per fed themfelves in the neighbouring cities and country, where 
lome of them had formerly dwelt, and where they probably 
found alfo fome of their brethren, whom Nebuchadnezzar had 
left there. 

Soon after their return, the month Tifri approaching, they 
failed not to come from all parts to celebrate the two grand fo~ 
lemnities, namely, the expiation-day, which was to be kept on 
the ioth, and the feaft of tabernacles, which began on the 15th 
and ended on the 22d of the month. Tho J , for want of a 
temple, they were forced to fet afide part of the ceremonies of 
the feaft of expiation, fuch as the high-prieft entering that day 
into the moft holy place, yet they obferved a fall, prayed, and 
offered the proper faerifices on the altar, which they had by 
this time repaired. From this day they ceafed not to offer the 
morning and evening and all other faerifices preferibed bvthe 

a jt r r /• . i 1 • n i ' . 


f Moft 


The feaft of tabernacles coming five days after 


that of expiation, they ereeled booths at Jerufalem , and cele¬ 
brated that feftival with the ufual folemnities. 

In this folemn afiembly it was refolved to fet about the re 
building of the temple; towards which every one chearfully 
contributed, according to their power. The whole amounted 
to 6i,oco drachms and 5000 minas of filver, in all about 
75,000/. fterling, befides 100 veftments for the priefts to officiate 


in. 


Workmen 


Sidon for cedars from Libanus , purfuant to the decree of Cyrus: 

1.1 r n _ _ _1 __. • 1 a 


firft 


building. 




The foun¬ 
dation of 
the tem¬ 
ple laid. 
Bef. Ch. 

538 - 


In the 2d month of the following year, which was the third 
of the reign of Cyrus> and the fecond from their return, they 
began to lay the foundation of the temple with great fo 
lemnity. 


The^ 


1 ft 




he ark, or mercy-feat. 


glory 


The 


by them the Shekinah. 3d, The 
4th, The TJrim and Thummim : at 
phecy. But the lamentations of t 


t. Thefe were, 
Prefence, called 
upon the altar. 


jeivijb 


The 


dation of the fecond temple feem to have arifen from their re¬ 
flecting not upon thefe things, but upon the unlikelihood thatj 
the new temple would ever be raifed to the grandeur and mag*j 
nificence of the old. 


my ob- 
ftruded 
by the Sa¬ 
maritans. 


Whilft the work was carrying on, the Samarita 
the defendants of the foreign nations brought in 
tance of the ten tribes by Sfmlmanefer king of Ajfy 




Jewijh 


neft defire to alfift them in their undertaking, feeing that ev 


worfhiped the true God 


7 


f Ifraet 


cerity of their offer, ordefpifed them as a people who were no 
of the feed of IfraeU but only imperfed worfhipers of God," 

rubbabel, JeJJsua^ and the whole congregation, refufedtoletthefl 
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bear ally part in the undertaking. This refufal proved the 
fource of a bitter and irreconcileabJe hatred between thefe two 
nations, the fad effe&s of which the Jews foon felt in the im¬ 
mediate obflru&ion of their work, and by numberlefs ill offices 
which the incenfed Samaritans did to them. 

The Samaritans , to be revenged on the Jews, began with 
bribing underhand fome of the king’s chief miniflers and offi¬ 
cers to reprefent them as a rebellious nation, who by their re¬ 
building the temple, fhewed that they intended to fhake off 
their obedience to him. They failed not to carry their point, 
and the work was accordingly Hopped, in a great meafure, not 
only during the remaining five years of the life of Cyrus, but 
alfo during the reign of his fucceffor. However, whilft Cyrus 
lived, the Jews Hill kept on gathering materials for their work, 
in hopes of better times, being Hill affifled by the Tyrians and 
Sidonians , whom they in return fupplied with corn, wine, and oil. 

Cyrus was no fooner dead, than the Samaritans , encouraged 
by the ill difpofition of his fucceffor Cambyfes , declared openly 
againft the Jews and againH their undertaking, and wrote in 
the rnoH preffing manner to that monarch to put an immediate 
Hop to it. Cambyfes , however, probably out of refpedl to his fa¬ 
ther’s decree, would not feem to revoke it, but privately gave 
the Samaritans leave to obflru< 5 t the work. 


Cambyfes dying after a reign of feven years and five months, 
and one of the Magi mounting the throne of Perfa , the Sama¬ 
ritans failed not to renew the accufation againH the Jews to 
that ufurper. He having been one of the chiefs of the fe£t of 
the Magi, againH whom the Jcxvs were known to be diame¬ 
trically oppofite in point of religion, did not want many argu¬ 
ments to induce him to fupprefs them ; but fent an immediate 
decree to them to defiH from their enterprize, charging the 
Samaritans to fee his edidb put in execution. The Samaritans 


Jertfal 


the decree, and 
the Jews obtain- 
211 of Darius his 


•+**+++ viWA vv a a A WAV w** v- a 

fucceffor ; that is, about two years after. 

The Jews were now fo dimeartned, that upon the death of The ne- 
the ufurper, when his decrees were all annulled, they did not gligence 
ftew the leaH readinefs to renew their enterprize, till God had of rbe 
puniflied their indolence with a great dearth. They had, in Jews 
the mean time, taken care to feat themfelves in commodious puniihed 
2 nd funrptuous houfes, without giving themfelves much concern by dearth 
about the houfe of God. On this account the prophet Haggai 
upbraided them with their ingratitude, and at the fame time 
!«lured them, that if they would fet about the work in good 


God 


glory 


[exceed that of the firfl. The r __ r ._ 7 _— -_ 

plumed the work, and carried it on under the eye and guid- building 
ance of Haggai and Zechariah. .The Samaritans now applied of the 
themfelves to Tatnai governor of Syria and Palejiine , and com- temple r 
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plained againft the Jews for renewing the undertaking not only 
againft the king’s order, but to the manifeft detriment of hi s 
realm. Tatnat , upon thefe complaints, came with fome of his 
counfellors to Jerufalen /, to enquire into the affair; and Zc~ 
rubbabel and Jejhua acquainting him with the decree they had 
formerly obtained from Cyrus , and producing the facred veflels 
reftored to them by that monarch, he thought proper not to 
determine any thing of himfelf, but fent a full account of 
the matter to Darius. The old decree of Cyrus being found 
among the records at Ecbatan , Darius , out of refpedf to that 
monarch, readily confirmed it by a new edidt, in which all 
the grants of the old were repeated and ratified. The execu¬ 
tion of this decree was committed to Tatnai and Shetharboznai, 
who is fuppofed to have been governor of Satnaria, and was 
by them communicated to the Jews. The building now began 
to rife apace, as the Jeius were no longer oppoled by their 
enemies, but were fupplied by the king’s order with all the 


necell'aries towards the expence of it out of the treafury of 
The tem- t jj at prince. Three years after, that is in the fixth year of 
pie nmih- J) ar i USi and in the month Adar , which is the laft of the JewiJh 
e “‘ year, the temple was compleatly finifhed. 

The Sr-- The envious Samaritans were greatly chagrined that they 
mar'tans had been obliged to pay not only towards the rebuilding of the 
refufe to temple, but towards the faerifices and oblations daily offered 
nay to it. U P there. The temple was no fooner compleated, than they 

with-held the ufual tribute, under pretence that it was intend¬ 
ed to ceafe as foon as the building was finifhed. Zerubbabel, 
Mordecal, and Ananias , going as deputies, and complaining to 


Zerubbabel, 


Mordecal, and Ananias , going as deputies, and complaining to 
the king, he ifi’ued out a frefh decree, commanding his officers 
at Samaria to caufe the ufual tribute to be paid to the temple. 
After this the Jews met with no farther obftacle during the reft 
of that monarch’s reign, which latted 23 years longer, nor 


\?rxes fa- 


during the 12 years of his fuccefi'or, but enjoyed a perfed 
peace, being governed by their high priefts in matters of re¬ 
ligion, and in thole of (late by the heads of the tribe of Judah, 
tho’ ftiil in fubjc&ion to the kings of Perjia , and fubordinate 
to his governors on this fide the Euphrates. 

Xerxes had no fooner fucceeded his father, than he confirmed 


Bcf. Ch. 
458. 


vours the all the privileges granted to the Jews. Jofepbus adds, from a 

paffage out of an antient poet, that the Jezvs aflifled Xerxes in 
his great expedition againff Greece. The poet, in enumerating 
the king’s forces, mentions, that a ftrange people, whouled 
the Phoenician dialed, and dwelt in the high and hilly grounds 
of Soly?na near a great lake, marched under his ftandard. Whe¬ 
ther the Jews are meant by this defeription, has been greatly 
contefted; but it is hardly to be fuppofed that this P e0 P*1 
fhould be ex?ufed from ftrving in that expedition, when all the 
other nations of th 0 Per pan empire were obliged to fend than 
quotas to the army> which confifted of upwards of a million 01 
men. In the third year of Xerxes, according to the JkxarJrm 

chronicled 


I 
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chronicle, Jejbua the JewiJb high prieft died in the 53d year 
of his high prieft-hood, and was fucceeded by his Ton Joiakm . 

Xerxes being murdered in the 21ft year of his reign, was 
fucceeded by his fon Artaxerxes , who was the Ahajuerus of 
fcripture, the hufband of Ejlher, or HadaJJ'eh . Ejlher was an 
orphan of the tribe of Benjamin, brought up and adopted by 
her uncle Mordecai , who by his conftant attendance at the 
palace gate, feems to have been one of the king’s porters. As 
Ejlher was very beautiful, fhe was introduced into the palace 
among other beauties who were to be candidates to fucceed 
the divorced Vajhti. It was a peculiar privilege of thofe virgins 
to obtain whatever they afked of the king whenever their turn 




Efth 


I 


very 


houfe of Aaron, obtained an ample 


commiflion from Artaxerxes in the feventh year of that mo¬ 


narch’s reign. By this editft, as 

Jerufalem 


to accompany Ezra thi¬ 


ther; and he was empowered to regulate all matters there, 
whether of church or ftate, as he fliould fee fit. 

Ezra , and thofe who attended him, after a journey of four Ezra ar- 
months, arrived at Jerufalem on the firft day of the fifth month, rives in 
or in the middle of July. At his arrival he opened his commiflion Judaa. 
before the whole JewiJb aflembly, and there delivered to the 
priefts the offerings which had been made by the king, nobles. 


Babylonijh 


which were very confiderable. 


Palcf- 

fiWwith the power he had received from the king, he began 
with appointing judges and magiftrates, to reform every thing 
that was contrary to the law of JVloJes. Artaxerxes , in the 
mean time, railing Ejlher to the throne, Ezra relying upon her 
protection, and that of Mordecai, who now engrofled the king’s 
favour, fet himfelf to reform fome great abufes which had crept Here¬ 
in among thofe who were returned from Babylon under Ze~ forms the 
titbhabcl . He particularly obliged all thofe who had taken church 
wives from among any of the foreign nations, to put away and Hate, 
both their ftrange wives and the children they had by them. 

His next great work was to reform the whole ftate of the 
Jtwi/b church, by reftoring its difeipline and rites according 

his firft care was to 


In order to thi 


n 


jto its antient pattern. . 

[tolleCt and fet forth a correCf edition of the facred books, and 

Talmudifls and antient Jeivs relate, he reduc 

'r law to that ftar.dard. That 


Ws time collected 


Mojl 


& 


Teftamen 


facred 


' O ooks, as they are now received by the Jews and proteitant 
hiftians, is confirmed by many reafons. He was excellently* 
r dl verled in them, his extenlive authority enabled him to 


Ff; 


prophets Hag 


and 
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and Zechariah , and fome indeed have fuppofed him to be the 
fame with the prophet Malachi , as the name Malachi is rather 
a common than a proper name, and that prophet, in his writ¬ 
ings, reproves the people.for marrying ftrange wives, forop- 
preffing their poor brethren, and for feveral other abufes then 
rectified by Ezra and Nehemiah: the then confufed ftate of the 
~ tvs required fuch a collection and revifal of the facred writ¬ 
ings. Laftly, the whole current of Talmudijl writers, and all 
the antient and modern Jews, except JoJ'ephus and the Sama¬ 
ritans, who reject all but the Pentateuch , afcribe this work to 
Ezra as prefident of the Sanhedrim , in which they have been 
followed by no fmall number of antient fathers, and by far the 
greateft part of modern writers. 

It is in the time of this revifal that he is fuppofed to have 
exchanged the old Hebrew character for the more beautiful and 
commodious Chaldee now in ufe. Another, and a very ufeful, 
improvement which he and his infpired afl’oeiates are generally, 
and with great probability, believed to have made to this new 
edition of the facred books, is the interfperfing here and t'ncr 
an explanatory clauie by way of parenthefis, and making fuch 
other additions to the text, as were neceflary to explain, il- 
luftrate, or confirm it. Thus we find in feveral of the hifto- 
rical books concerning fome antient monuments, fuch-like 
words as thefe added by.way of teftimony, zvbich remain unto 
this day. To the fame end he is fuppofed likewife to have 
added fome new names of places to the old ones which were 
become obfolete. Thus Abraham is faid to have purfued the 
confederate kings as far as Dan, which name was long after¬ 
wards given to the city of Laijh by the Danites. Many more 
modern names are added, by the help of which we come to the 
knowlege of the places there mentioned, which we could 
never have known by their antient names. 

The laft work of this great man, was the rcfloring the wor- 


A 

V 


itores the fhip of the temple according to its antient form, torevifeancl 
worlhip of amend the Jezvijl) liturgy, and to add particular prayers and 
the tem- thankfgivings proper for the feftivals that were fuperadded after 


pie. 


their return from the captivity ; fuch as for the dedication or the 
new temple, for the fcaft of Purim, and the like. Whether he 
lived to nniili all thefe things, or left them to be complcated by 
his fuccefibrs, cannot be determined. We are informed in the 
fecond book of Maccabees, that Nehemiah founded a library at 
Jerufalem, in which he deposited the a£ts of the kings, and the 
writings of the prophets, and of David ; which feems to in¬ 
timate as if the revifal of them had been complcated before 
that time. 

Ezra, after governing the Jctvifj church and nation thir 
teen years, was fucceeded by Nehemiah, whom he ailmeit 
few years in feme part of his office ; after which we hear n 
more of him. Jofepbus tells us, that he died and was bune 
at Jerufalem : but the reft of the Jeivs affirm, that he return 
into Perfia , and died there in the 120th year of his age. b 
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‘feivs have To great a veneration for him, that they look upon 
him as a fecond Mofes , and one every way worthy to have 
been their lawgiver, had not that honour been bellowed on 
Mofes. They join the books of Ezra and Nebcmiah into one, 
and make him the author of both. He undoubtedly was the 
author of the firft, fince he mentions nothing in it but what 
was done in his time and under his eye, and almoft every 
where fpeaks of himfelf in the firft perfon. As for the other 
two books falfely attributed to him,' and known by the names 
of the firft and fecond books of Efdras , they are juttly reje&ed, 

as being fluffed with abfurdities and fables. 

Jsfchmiab, cup-bearer to the king of Perfta , a Jew of great Nehemiah 
learning and piety, and fuppofed to have been of the royal fucceeds 
family of Judah , having heard of the ruinous condition in Ezra as 
which Jcnifalem ftill remained, preferred a petition to the king, governor 
while he and the queen were at table, and obtained from him of Jud^a. 
a commiffion to fucceed Ezra in the government of Judca^ Bef. Ch. 
with full power to rebuild and adorn both city and temple, 445. 
and with frelh orders to Sanballat and others of his officers on 
this fide the Euphrates , to furpifh him with all neceffary ma¬ 
terials out of the royal treafury. Having arrived at Jerufa - 
ln„ with a frefh fupply of men and women, he kept himfelf 
private three days, at the end of which he went in the night, 
accompanied with a few of his men, to take a full view of the 
city and walls, which he found in a moft defolate condition. 

On the morrow he opened his commiffion in the great affem- 
bly of the heads of the people, and told them, that he intend¬ 
ed to put it in force without delay. He divided the work be¬ 
tween a number of great families, to each of whom he affign- 
ed a ftated extent, which they were to build at their own 

charges. 

While the work was going on, the Jews were forced to bear 
with many bitter farcafms from Sanballat governor of Samaria , 
and from fome of his officers. Some treacherous Jews being 
hired by thefe enemies, endeavoured to. difhearten both the go¬ 
vernor and the people with the fpecious pretence, that they 
.were fent from God to put a flop to the enterprize. Nehemiah - - 

foon found out the cheat; but being informed that his ene- 

I mies intended to ufe force, he ordered the people to arm them- 
felves, even while they were at work, placing ftrong guards 
to defend them. But the greateft obflacle of all was, that 
the poorer fort, who were to bear the greater fhare of the la¬ 
bour, had been fo impoveriftied by the continual extortions of 
the rich for fome years before his arrival, that they had been 
forced to mortgage their lands, fell their fons and daughters, and 
fubmit to fo many other hardships, that they fcrupled now to 
give their affiftance in the great undertaking. Nehemiah , who 
expected nothing lefs than to hear of fuch horrid cruelties com¬ 
mitted by the JewiJh rulers, upbraided them in the fevereft 
terms, and partly by perfuafions, and partly by his own au¬ 
thority, obliged them to reftore all their ill-gotten wealth to 
• jr f 3 the 
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{jbould be 


He fini flies 


f fines 


Jentfalem 


and pco 
pies the 


citv. 


fupplied with all neceffiuy fuftenance while they 
in the work. By thefe means he defeated the mea- 
e Samaritans , and finiflied the wall in 52 days. As 
loon as me wall was finiflied, he caufed the dedication of it 
to be celebrated with the ufual folemnities, and left the go¬ 
vernment of the city to his two brothers Hanani and Hananiah , 
he himfelf, as the learned Prideaux reafonably conjectures, re¬ 
turning into Perfta to obtain a new commiffion. 

As “ferufalem ftill remained thinly peopled, Nebemiab per¬ 
suaded at firft the nobler and richer Jews to build thcmfelves 
houfes there. All that willingly offered themfelves to come 
and fettle in the city were alfo accepted j but thefe not prov¬ 
ing fufficient, he was obliged to take every tenth family by 
lot, by which means the city being well built, peopled, guard¬ 
ed , and fortified, foon began to relume fomethmg of its for- 

1 5 - -r 1 . _ r _ Za. f _4-k 4 imn 


Herodotus 


f yljia Minor 


& 


th 


cres u 10 oujui j, mi. - 

Whilft Nebemiab was employed in peopling and fortifying 
# - _ 1_! ^ 4-omnlp On A rpAifvino* the. creneaWies 


finiflied 


UUL1I U 1 Uiicito -- j • r tr i r , i 

tion of the facred books, was preparing himfelf and lome other 
learned prietts, to read them to the whole nation on the ap¬ 
proaching feaft of the trumpets, which ufliered in the new year. 
The law Xhe people being accordingly affembled in one of the largeit 
publickly £ r eets of the city, the whole pentateuch was read, verfe by 

T ead and f 1 _ j_ j nfliftanf i^riptre wpII verfcd 


expound¬ 

ed. 


and 

Chaldee !animate. The 


lowing a few days after, the people who had lately heard the 
order of its celebration read to them, kept it with a fuch ltnfit- 
nefs and folemnity, as had not been obferved fince the time ot 

^ Asthere appeared a lively concern in the people whenever 
Pie con- any point of the law was read in which they knew themlelves 
fent to the tiWgrefibrs, Nehemiah made ufe of that happy difpofition to 
reforma- extort from them a general confeffion of their fins, and a i 

- - * and vow to rectify all on '- ,rc tnr the tu ‘ 


The peo- 


veral 

abufcs. 


ture. The people particularly engaged, i. ot to maice any 

intermarriages with the Gentiles , and to difannul thofe already 
- — ’ fabbaths, fabbatic years, and 

--h related to them. 3 - To pa.y 

their yearly tribute to the temple. And, 4. To pay t eir 
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credible whatabufes were crept into th zjewifh 
monwealth, Kliajhib , who was overfeer of t 
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bers had married his grandibn to the daughter of Sanballat , 
the profefled enemy of the Jews, and had fo much bafe com- 
nlaifance for him, as to alhw his friend Tobiah the Ammonite , 
another inveterate enemy, a large apartment in that facred 
place, from which even the IJ'raelites who were not of the tribe 

of Levi) were excluded. 

Another fhameful abufe which had crept in, was an almoft 
total disregard of the fabbath. They threfhed their corn, pref- 
fed their wine and oil, bought and fold from the Tyrians and 
other (hangers, and were balely fuffered to do fo by thofe ma- 
piflrates whofe bufinefs it was to have hindered them. To 
prevent this pra&ice for the future, Nehemiah, having again 
returned as governor, ordered the gates of the city to be tout 
up every Friday night about fun-let, and not to be opened 

again till the fabbath was quite over. 1 “ l '~ 

folly and bafenefs of the Jews is, that mey aau amuug ujcui 
the prophets Zechariah, Haggai, and Malachi , who rebuked 
them feverely for their crimes, and warned them of the dread¬ 
ful pumlhments which their wickednefs would draw upon 

them 

Beiides the abufes which we have already obferved, Nehc- Nehemiah 
rectified a number of others which were no lefs enormous ; 
one of which was the ceafing of the divine worfhip thro’ the from the 
avarice of the people, who refufing to pay the prielts and Lc- 
vites thfir tythes and other dues, had forced them to feek their court, and 
living out of the temple and city. _ The enormities which had 
prevailed among the people within the fhort interval of his 
abfence, being manifeftly owing to their ignorance or forget- 
fulnefs of the Mo fate law, Nehemiah refolved, as the only re- 
medy to prevent future abufes, to enforce the frequent lec- 
ture and expofition of the facred writings in all the cities and 
towns of Judaa. Thefe leftm-es were probably held at hrit 
in fome great ftreet or market-place, lince theie is no mention 
before this time of any buildings for that purpofe. As thefe 
affemblies now became more fixt and regular, it is iuppoied, 
that to avoid the inconveniencies cf cold and ram, they began 
to build fome proper places to aflemble in, which have been 
fince known by the name of Synagogues and fchools. 1 he re¬ 
gulations of thefe new fynagogues may be reduced to the^three 
following heads : i. They were to be under the mfpedtion ot 
certain rulers, called from thence rulers of the fynagogue. 
z. There were ftated times for coming to them, namely, *.ae 
fabbaths and other feaft and faft days, and Mondays and 

Tburfdesys. Proper minifters were appointed, fome to read 
and expound the facred books, others to read the liturgy, other.-, 
to fing, &c. and thefe, if qualified for thole offices,'might e 

chofen out of any tribe ; only they took care to have alw.^. s 

one or more of the prieftly order to prefide. 

How long Nehemiah lived after he had made Jus reioima- A eham- 

tion, whether he continued in his place as governor, and whe- a ;y. ccath 

thcr he died in Judea or in Perfia, we arc not informed either by 
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the text or Jofephus, The hitter only fays, that he died in an 
advanced age \ ^and indeed even at the time where his book 
ends, he mu ft have been at leaft 70 years of age. In his days 
and about the eleventh year of Darius Nothus , died the high 
prieft Eliajbih , who was fucceeded by his fon Joida , the father 
of that Manafjch , who having married the daughter of Sanballat , 
chofe to retire with her to Samaria rather than part with her. 
He drew a great many rebellious Jews after him, who not 
chufing to conform to the reformation carrying on at Jerufa- 
leiriy went and fettled' at Samaria. 

After the death of Nebemiab , the face of the government was 
wholly changed. We hear no more of any governors of Ju~ 
dcca ; but the country feemis to have been joined and fubjeft 
to the perfeclure of Syria. The governors of Syria feem to 
have committed the adminiftration of the JetviJh ftate to their 
high priefts ; fo that from this time we may afcribe the greateft 
part of thofe misfortunes that befel their nation, to a fet of men 
who afpired to that high dignity more thro’ ambition and ava¬ 
rice, than any zeal for their religion. 

‘Jofephus gives us a fignal inftance of this truth. About the 
3 2d year of Artaxerxes Mnemon^ Johanan fucceeded his father 
Joiada in the priefthood. Ti --- r - e 0 — - 1 


nicia. 


Bagojes governor of Syria and Phce- 
haying contracted an intimate friendlhip with Jcjhua 
the brother of Johanan , had promifed him a grant of the prieft- 
hood fome few years after Johanan’s inveftiture. JeJhua com¬ 
ing to Jcrufalem , had an interview with his brother in the inner 
the tem- court of the temple, and acquainting him with the intention 


Jefn 

killed in 


pie. 

Jlef. Ch. 

373 * 


of the governor, the difpute arofe to fuch a heighth betwixt 
them, that JeJhua was killed by his brother. Bagojes imme¬ 
diately repairing to the place, upbraided the Jews , in the fe- 
vereft terms, for making a fh ambles of the temple of their 
God. He then offered to enter into the holy place; but be¬ 
ing oppofed by the priefts, he afked them angrily, whether 
they thought his living body more impure than the dead car- 
cafe which lay there ? and without flaying for an anfwer, for¬ 
cibly entered in. Being fully informed of the fa£l, he impofed 
a heavy fine upon the temple, which continued for feven years, 
till the death of Artaxerxes. 

The Jews were not altogether free from trouble in the reign 
of Ochus the fucceflor of Artaxerxes j for he being engaged in a 
war againit the Phoenicians and Egyptians , and having conquer¬ 
ed the greateft part of Phoenicia , marched direCtly towards 
Judea. , befieged and took Jericho , and carried off a great num¬ 
ber of Jeivs captives, part of whom he fent into Egypt , and 
part into Hyrcania along the Cajpian fea. About ten years af¬ 
ter, that is, in the 18th year of that monarch’s reign, died Jo- 
pi iell fuc hanan , in the 3 2d year of his high priefthood, and was fucceed- 
ceedeb by ed by his fon Jaddua : and three years after Ochus was poifoned 

by Ba goes the eunuch, and Arjaces , the king’s youngeft fon, 
was placed on the throne; but was foon after fucceeded by 


Johanan 
the hk>h 
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Darius III. furnamed Codomannus. 
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Jaddua 


Great He 


intending lu ucucgt ±yr cr 9 iuu tv juuuuu 1.11c iiigu pncir 5 ue- iu anut 

manding that fupply of provifions from the Jews, which they Alexander 

1 0 .1 n r cv 7 t t n t /• % « 


were 


Perjians. Jaddua modeftly 


iimielf from complying with his demand, alleging, that his 


Darius 


tribute to an enemy. Alexander , provoked at this refufal, had 


no 


T y. 

Jerufalem with the intention ot punifhing the Jews, 
who in the mean time implored the protection of God, and by 
their prayers, facrifices, and other a£ts of humiliation, obtain¬ 
ed a gracious promife from him, that he would protect his tem¬ 
ple and people from the approaching calamity. Jaddua was who is mi- 
direfted in a dream to go and meet the threatning conqueror raculoufly 
in his pontifical robes, at the head of all his priefts in their prevented 
proper habits, and attended with the reft of the people drefled from at- 
in white garments. He accordingly obeyed next morning; and tacking 


JllCMinUCI HU XUUUW1 a rritii 

inch an awful refpect, that he advanced towards him and em¬ 
braced him with a religious kind of veneration, to the great 
liirprife of all that attended him. Parmenio , with his ufual 
freedom, venturing to alk the king the reafon of this unex¬ 
pected behaviour, was anfwered, that he paid this refpeft not 
to the prieft, but to his God; for when he was filled with 
anxiety about the event of his Afiatic expedition, that very per- 

very habit, appeared to him in a dream at Dium 


the Jt 



Macedonia 
it, promii 
r fms. h 


God 


Jcrufah 


conduced to the temple, where he caufed a great number of mjalem . 
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granted the J< 


God of the J 


Upon his de- 


every 


ing any tribute. Alexander conferred a great many favours on His kind- 


Jeixis 

•uiung other nations, and endowed them with large privileges 
and immunities, allowing them the free exercife of their reli¬ 
gion, and admitting them to the fame liberties with his own 
Macedonians. During all his reign, the Jezus continued in his 
. - both in Palejline and out of it; but thofe who were in 
bh army were like to have forfeited it, by their ftiff refu- 
fal to alfift at the rebuilding of the temple of Belus which that 
monarch had begun. The invincible conftancy with which 

' __puniftiments, wrought at length fo far 

upon him, that he discharged them from his fervice, and fent 
them home tn tlipir nwn country j foon after which he died) 
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With Alexander died the profperous ftate of the Jews. 

i • /• i • t t i i /• i %7 


xniferable country being fucceflively invaded and themfelves captivate 
ftate under by the Syrians and Egyptians , and conftantly opprefled unde 

i • r * . l a . n •. • . % • « a. 
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ceftbrs. 


Mityl 


given 


rals, and confirmed to him by a fecond partition treaty. Ptolm 
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*Jer;rfalem 


loon ftripped him of Syria and Phasnicta ; but the ftand 
ing firm to him from a lenfe of their oath of allegiance, th 




yptian 


taken by he took by 



Ptolemy. 


Jttdeca and laid fiege to Jeritfal 
a fabbath day, when the Jeu 


ft 


fuperftitious fear of violating the law, made no defence. Nea. 
ioo,ooo Jews were carried on this occafion captives into Egypt) 
30,000 of whom Ptolemy chofe to fill his garrifons, fending th 
reft into Libya and Gyrene . Soon after reflecting on their know 


loyalty to their former conquerors, he committed the keepi 
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The Sa- By this time the Samaritans , who daily encreafed in num 
vmritans ber, ftrength and wealth, by the continual concourfe of apo 
make ftate Jeivs, made Sicbem their metropolis and the head of thei 
Sichem fchifinatic feft. As they were neither fo fcrupulous abou 
their me- their oaths of allegiance, nor fo tenacious of the precepts 0 
tropolis. the Mofaic law as the yews , they feldom hefitated to fide wit 

the ftrongeft, and to comply with the will of their princes, 
even in things which were abfolutely forbidden by their law. 
This nolicv not onlv freed them from the manv Derfecutions 


make 
Sicbem 
their me¬ 
tropolis. 


which the Jews underwent, but n 
under every government than they. 


Jews. 




fore, took refuge among them, not only to efcape punifhment, 
but to avoid perfecution or the tyranny and oppreffion of their 
governors. We fhall therefore here give a fhort account 0 ' 
them and their tenets, that the tranfa&ions of the Jews with 
them may be more clearly underftood. 






They 


4 fly 



ten tribes carried away captive by them ; but they themfelves 1 
boaft that they are defcended from Jofepb by Ephraim , and 
affirm, that when 'jojhua entered into the promifed land, he 1 
caufed a temple to be built upon mount Garizzim , and ap¬ 
pointed RuZy of the feed of Aaron , to officiate as high prieft 
i. They believed in one God, and in his fervant Mofes, and 
that Garizzim is the only place of God’s worfhip, and admi 
none of the facred writings but the five books of Mofes. a 
They always circumcife their males on the eighth day, not 
deferring it upon any account, as the Jews do fome of them 
to the hour of their death. 3. They never allow themfelves 
two wives, nor do they marry their nieces : but the Jnvs do 
both. 4. They v/afh themfelves every morning after either 
matrimonial converfe or any accidental defilement. S• / • 
obferve the fabbath with the greateft ftridtnefs, not fth r,n S 
from their houfes unlefs to go to the fvnagogue. 6 . They 

° * never 


443 


OF THE WORLD. 

never offer any facrifice but on mount Garizzim. 7. They 
boaft a continual fucceffion of priefts from Ruz the fon of Phi- 
Mas. Their high prieft always makes his refidence at Sichem , 
now called Naploufa, from whence he iffues out his directions 
to the whole fe£t jfor keeping their feftivals and whatever re¬ 
lates to the Mofaic obfervances. 

How and when the manufeript of the pentateuch came into 
the hands of the Samaritans, is hard to guefs. The general 
opinion is, that it was brought into Samaria by the prieft whom 
lurhaddon fent to inftru£t the new inhabitants of that coun¬ 
try, and that after the rupture of the "Jews and Samaritans , 
the latter wilfully corrupted thofe places of it that made againft 
them. Father Simon and the learned Prideaux , however, are 
of opinion, that it was brought to Samaria by ManaJJeh who 
married the daughter of Sanballat , and that it was tranferibed 
from that of E^ra, fince we find in it all the emendations and 
explanations which that infpired writer is fuppofed to have 
made to thofe five books, and confequently could be of no 
older date. Each of thefe opinions is attended with difficul¬ 
ties which are not eafily folved. Befides this copy, written in 
the old character in the Hebrew tongue, the Samaritans had 
another written in the vulgar language fpoken among them; 
becaufe, like the Jews , they had forgot the old Hebrew, and 
were accuftomed to a mongrel mixture of AJJyrian , Babyloni/h , 
and Chaldee. They had alfo a Greek verfion of it for the fake 
of their helleniltical brethren, as the Jews had the Scptuagint. 

The old Hebrew copy remained for many centuries unknown to 
theweftern Chriftians. Scaliger was the firft modern who got 
intelligence of it j after which is was brought over into Europe , 
and printed in the Polyglots of Paris and London , the latter of 
which is reckoned by far the moft correct. 

After Ptolemy had held Judaa about five years, he was Judaea 
forced to abandon it to Antigonus and his fon, who came yielded to 
againft him with a fuperior army. Ptolemy having demolifhed. Antigonus. 
the fortifications of Ace, Samaria , Joppa , and Gaza , carried oft* Bef. Ch. 
animmenfe booty, and a great number of Jews, whom he fet- 312, 
tied at Alexandria, and endowed with confiderable privileges 
and immunities. He was then designing to make that city 
the metropolis of Egypt and being well iatisfied with the 
faithfulnefs and ufefulnefs of the Jews, he fpar'ed no encou¬ 
ragement to allure them thither, and his endeavours were very 
fuccefsful, 

Seleucus very much imitated the clemency and generofity of Seleucus 
the Egyptian king, while their competitor Antigonus ftuck at favourable 
no cruelty, falfenood, or tyranny. Great numbers of Jews, to the 

| °n this account, fell away from that tyrant to Seleucus , who J ew , 
panted them large privileges. He built fixteen cities .in leffer 
J la \ to which he gave the name of Antioch. Nine he called 
p his own name, fijc by that of his mother Laodicea , three 
' r °ni his firft wife Apamea , and one from Stratonice his laft 

We * In all thefe he fettled confiderable colonies of the Jews, 

efpecially 
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Juft 


efpecially at Antioch in Syria. Hence this nation came to fpread 
themfelves over Syria and letter Afta , whilft Jndcsa became 
yet thinner of its own inhabitants. Ptolemy, after the death 
of Antigonus , who was flain at the battle of IpJ'us, again obtained 
pofleffion of Cede Syria and Judaa. 

Onias, the high prieft of the Jews, dying the year after 

hVrhDrieft was ^ ucceec ^ e( ^ * n the high priefthood by Simon his foil, who 
*$» "' , from the hoiinefs of his life, and the great integrity which 

f^eeded ^ lone f°rth in all his actions, was called Simon the Juft. He 

„ enjoyed the office of high prieft nine years, during which he 
v 1/H - n re p a } re( j and fortified the temple and the city with high walis, 

and caufed to be made in Jerufalem a moft capacious ciftern, 
covered with brafs, as a refervoir for water. He is fuppofed 
to have finifhed the canon of the Old Teftament, by adding the 
books of Ezra, Nehemiah , EJiher , the Chronicles , and MalacEi, it 
being evident that fome explanatory claufes were added tothefe 
books, after they were firft written, and that fome of the ge¬ 
nealogies are carried down to Alexander the Great. Simon died 
in the ninth year of his pontificate, and left a fon named Onias; 
but he being an infant, Elsazar the brother of Simon was fub- 
ftituted in his ftead. Eleazar executed this office 15 years; but 
with this difference, that whereas all the high priefts before him 
had fat as prefidents of the fynagogue or grand council of the 
Antigonus Jews, Simon was fucceeded in this dignity by one Antigonus of 

Socho, a perfon of great learning and piety. This man, the 
Jews tell us, was the matter of Saddoc, the chief of the Saddu- 
cean fe£t, and taught that our ferving God ought to be free 
either from flavifh fear of punifhment, or from lelfifh hope of 
reward, and flow from the pure love and reverence of that fu- 
preme being. Saddoc , they fay, being unable to relifh fuch a 
fpiritual doSxine, took it into his head, that his matter meant 
no more by it than that there were neither rewards nor punifli- 
ments, nor even life after this \ which notion became in time 
fo general among the richer fort of Jews , that all the great places 


Socho 
fucceeds 
Si men. 


Ptolemy 

Philadel- 


in church and Hate were filled by perfons of that fe£t. 

Ptolemy Pkiladelphns having fucceeded his father Ptolemy Soter 
in Egypt , the Jews found him alfo their great protector. As 


great 


phus a he was a great lover of learning, and was forming a noble li¬ 
brary in Alexandria , he ftrove to oblige them with greater fa- 
friend to vours than they had received even from his father, in order to 
the Jc-vts. obtain from them a copy of the facred books to be tranflated 

into Greek, and depofited among the immenfe number of vo¬ 
lumes which he had procured from all parts of the world. The 
An ac- learned Ufhsr fuppofes this verfion, which is commonly known 
count of by the name of the Septuagint , to have been made in the 
the Septa- leventh year of that monarch’s reign. The name of the Sep 
mint ver- tuagint was given to it becaufe, according to the Jews, there 

were 72 perfons concerned in the tranflation, and that the ver- 
fions made by each of them feparately, miraculoufly agreed 
without the difference of a fingle word. This ftory, with leve- 
ral other fabulous circumfftances mentioned by antient writer^ 


fion. 
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is now confuted by modern critics; but for the arguments on 
this fabjeft, we refer our readers to the learned Prideaux and 
the authors cited by him in his Connexion of the hiftory of 

New Teftament. We fhall 
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the place where the 72 Ifraelitijh elders are fuppofed to have 
been Ihut up when they were employed in the tranflation: 
whereas the more zealous hebraizing Jews, who looked upon 
it as a vile profanation of their holy religion, conceived i'uch 
horror againft it, that they inftituted a faft in memory of it. 

Whether all the books of the Old Teftament were tranflated 
at once by the fame fet of men, or, as fome allege, only the 


Moft 


7 


and the Chriftians fwallowed, concerning this verlion, yet it 
was not without the conduct of diyine providence that thefe 
facred books were tranflated into a tongue fo univerfally known 
and fpoken fo many centuries before the completion of thole 
prophecies which they contained, and which were in due time 
to be fulfilled in the promifed Meffiah. Had thofe divine ora¬ 
cles been kept in the hands of the Jews , and in their original 
Hebrew, till the preaching of the gofpel, they muft have loft 
a very confiderable part?-of their evidence, which by their be-, 
ing promulgated in fo known a language, and difperfed fo far 
and wide, is now rendered unqueftionable and irrefragable. 

The Jews enjoying all the tranquility they could with un- Antiochus- 
der the protection of Ptolemy , made ufe of that interval to ftudy Socbo fuc- 
and explain the facred books. They kept open fchools, at the ceeded by 
head of which was Antigonus of Socbo. He died in the 22d Joazer. 
year of Ptole?nys reign, in the great efteem of his nation, and 
was fucceeded by JoJeph the fon of Joazer , who took the title 
of Naffi or prince, and by Jofeph the fon of John, who took 
that of Abbeth-din , or father or prefident of the Sanhedrim; 


The? 
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Itmy, but by Antiochus Theos , the grandfon of Seleucus , and king 
of Syria, who granted to thofe of Jonia the fame privileges and 
franchifes with the Greeks. This prince was engaged in a long 
and bloody war with Antiochus againft Ptolemy Pbiladelphus, 
which was at length terminated by a treaty of marriage, Anti- 
oebus agreeing to marry Berenice the daughter of Ptolemy, and 
to repudiate his firft wife Laodicea. . 

The year before the conclufton of this peace died ManafTeh J mai r 

fhp hlrrii „r . 1 1 — j r.. —— a„a __ tt;;— fon or 


tne high pneft of the Jews , who had fucceeded Eleaz, 
“ ls death Gnias the unworthy fon of Simon the Juft 
to the pontifical office in the 3zd year of his age. ] 
a bafe, fordid fpirit, negleCbed every thing but hoar< 
treafure, and was like to have ruined the Jczvijb fl 
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avarice 
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avarice, had not a near relation of his found out a notable ex¬ 
pedient to fave it. 

Mean while Antioch us having broke the contrail: made with 
the king of Egypt by a feries of enormous murders, became f 0 
odious 10 all his fubje&s, that Ptolemy Euergetcs, who had j'uc- 
ceeded his father in Egypt, eafily difpoflefled him of the pro¬ 
vinces. of Syria and Cilicia , befides feveral other cities in Afia 
all which readily opened their gates to him upon his appear¬ 
ing. Euergetes, in his return from all thefe conquefts, palled 
thro’ 'Judea, and coming to Jerusalem , offered a great number 
of faerifices at the temple there, as an acknowledgement for 

his late fuccefles. 


He draws Onias, the high prieft of the Jeivs, growing more covetous 
upon him- as grew older, inftead of fending the annual tribute of twenty 
lelf the re- *al ents °f fdver to the treafury of the king of Egypt, funk that 
fentme n t money for feveral years into his own coffers. How many years 
of Ptolemy. ^ ie had neglected the payment of the tribute, Jofephus does not 


more covetous 


mention; but the arrears had grown to fuch an height, that 
Ptolemy Euergetes thought fit to fend Athenian, one of his fa¬ 
vourites, to demand them of that pontiff, threatning if they 
were not paid, to drive all the Jeivs out of their country. This 
unexpected demand and threatning threw the whole city into 
the utmoft confirmation. Onias, however, remaining infen- 
fible of the danger, and feeming refolved to facrifice his nation 
to the refentment of the Egyptian king rather than refund any 
part of his ftolen pelf, his nephew Jofeph, who was the fon 
of his lifter by Tobias, came immediately from the country and 
expoftulated with him. Jofeph was then but young, but was 
His ne- highly efteemed for his piety, juftice, and prudence. After 
phew Jo- having upbraided his uncle for his fordid difpofition, he obtain- 


Jeph ap¬ 


ed from him his confent to go to make his apology at the Egyp- 
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peafesthe tian court. Having publifhed his defign to the people, and 
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king. 


thereby diflipated their fears, he invited Athenion to hishoufe, 
and entertained him in a kind and fumptuous manner all the 
reft of the time he flayed at Jernfalcm , and upon his departure, 
made him feveral confiderable prefents. The friendfhip of Athe¬ 
nian being thus fecured, Jofeph foon after borrowed of the bank¬ 
ers of Samaria 20,000‘drachms, or about 700 pounds fter- 
ling, and fet out for Alexandria with a handfome equipage. He 
was received by Ptolemy with great kindnefs; and by his addrefs 
having learned the value of the taxes of Caelefyria, Phoenicia, 
Judaea, and Samaria, he obtained the farming of thofe provin¬ 
ces, and fet out from Egypt with an efcort ot 2000 mento af- 
lift him in collecting the royal tribute. Having feverely punifh- 
ed the authors of a tumult at Afcalon and Scythopolis, he lo over¬ 
awed the other cities, that they willingly paid their taxes, 
which he remitted fo punctually to court, that he was continued 
in his office 22 years, during which time he gained an immenle 
treafure. 

Mean while Ptolemy, furnamed Pbilopator, fucceeded his fa; 
ther Euergetes in Egypt- Onias the high prieft dying foon af 
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ter the acceffion of Philopator to the throne, was fucceeded by Simon II. 
his fon Simon II. a man of great piety and zeal, of Angular fucceeds 
condu# and courage, all which were put to a fevereproof be- Onias. 
fore he had palled the firft year of his pontificate. The Jews, 
during the whole time of the cowardly Onias , had fuffered a 
conftant feries of evils from the Samaritans , there being fcarce 
a year in which they did not make fome incurfion, ravage the 
country, and carry away captives. 

Antiochus the Great taking the advantage of the weak 

government of Philopator , who was funk in vice and profli¬ 
gacy, refolved to attempt the recovery of Ccelefyria , Phoe¬ 
nicia, and Judcea , which had been in poffeflion of*his prede- 
ceffors; but in his firft attempt he was repulfed by Tbeodotns an 
Eielian governor of Phoenicia. The Egyptian court, however, 
difobliging Theodotus , he entered into a correfpondence with 
Antiochus , and promifed to deliver up to him the provinces 
above-mentioned. The following Ipring he accordingly de ¬ 
clared for him, and Antiochus having defeated the troops of 
Ptolemy , advanced to the borders of Egypt ; but finding it then 
impracticable to invade that kingdom on account of the riling 
of the Nile , he enlarged his conquefts in Syria. The year af- Antiochus 
ter Antiochus invaded Galilee , and took a great many cities on the Great 


7 


Raphia on the borders of Egypt 


and forced to abandon all his conquefts in thofe provinces. 


Ptolemy 


After this victory all the cities made their fubmiffion to Ptolemy, Philopator 
and the Jews were fome of the moft forward to come and con- entirely 
gratulate him upon his late fuccefs. He received them kindly, defeats 
and coming to Jerufalem , offered a great many facrifices to the him. 
true God, and made fome confiderable prefents to the tem¬ 
ple. The beauty of the temple, and the fplendid order and de¬ 
cency of its worfhip, unhappily raifed in the king a curiofity 
of feeing the infide. Shnon the high prieft failed not to repre- 
fent to him the facrednefs of the place, from which not only 
grangers, but even the Jews themfelves who were not of the 
facerdotal order, were excluded. The people, in the mean The tem- 
time, affembled in great confternation from all quarters, and pie pro- 
the priefts furrounding the king, endeavoured to diffuade him faned by 
from his defign; but he being only rendered thereby more ob- him. 
ftinate, forced his way thro’ the outward courts, and was going 
to enter into the holy place itfelf, when God fmote him with His mira- 
fuch a dread and terror, that he was carried out of the place culous 

Jerufi 


the 


in a manner half dead. 

km, 

Jews, ..... 7 

perfection againft them ; an account of which, and of the mi- Heperfc- 
pculous deliverance of the Jews , our readers will find in the cut es the 
hiftory of the Ptolemies of Egypt. Jews. 

Ptolemy Philopator dying foon after, left his dominions to his 
hp Epiphanes, an infant between four and five years old. An- 
u ww the Great, and Philip of Macedon, taking the advantage 

of 
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Egypt 


to diveft him of his whole kingdom. Philip 


Egypt* an( * dntmhus tr 
Jews and each was to keep 


provinces of Pale/line an 
if he conquered. The Ji 


The jews ana eacu -vs-r ^ i . *T V 

declare for occafion, contrary to their wonted loyalty, took part with An- 

X,i«bm tiocbm, who made a quick progrefs in that province He was 

au* rivont as nuicklv deprived of it by Scopas the Egyptian gene- 


a^ainft 

O 

Ptolemy 


y 


The 


rau wau icuulcu tiiv. . . j i 

Syrian king, in a fecond expedition, again reduced a great 

part of the provinces ; and the Jeivs did him luch iignai fer- 

vices, that he refolved to fpare no favour to hx them to his in- 

tereft and by their afiiftance he drove Scopas from tne citadel 

of Jerufalem. Antiochus, willing to gratify the JewiJh nation 

for their fo freely engaging in his intereft, fent a decree to his 

general who was named Ptolemy , in which he acquainted him, 

that he defigned to reft ore their metropolis to its antient 

i t*i _J ...didlnoion onrl rprall ail tnnfp im ie 


fplendor, liberty and privileges, and to recall all thofe Jews 
who had been driven out of it, from his lingular refpeft to 
the temple of their God. By another decree he granted unto 
them 20,000 pieces of filver, towards the charges of vicious, 
frankincenfe, wine and oil ; 1400 meafures of fine wheat, and 

_ y* ^ 1 1 . i 1 ! r. „ ^ 1 f H n i* a 


373 
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incenfe, wine and oil ; 1400 meafures ot fine wheat, and 
meafures of ft It, towards their ufual oblations: that the 
le fhould be thoroughly repaired at his own coft: that 
(hould enjoy the free exercife of their religion: that no 
p-er or 7 ezv that was unpurified, fhould enter within the 

w_ a %/ i 1 il. . j. _ r»1 /ifi /kniilrl 



Jerufal 


Onias III- 
Bef. Chr. 

. l 95* 


DC UIUU&JUL 1IUU , uf .y - . , 

under the penalty of paying 3000 pieces of filver into the trea- 
furv of the temple. He further granted an exemption from all 
taxes for three years to all the difperfed Jews that fhould come 

within a limited time to repeople that metropolis, and thole that 

had been fold for flaves within his metropolis, fhould be im 

m Abou/three years after, Simon II. the high prieft, died, and 
was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Onias III. a perfon of great 
piety and clemency, and worthy to have lived in better times 
Zn thofe of his pontificate. This is the pontiff to whom 
our learned UJJoer fuppoles Anaus, king of Lacedemon, to nave 
fent a letter; but from many circumltances we are rather in¬ 
clined to think that it was Anaus the firft of that name. « 


Sehucus 

fucceeds 


35 


tocceeas in his fon and fucceflbr Sdeucus. 

Jntiocbus, \ome i ime m 


Jew. 


and is 

kind to 
the Jen 


lome rime, m ma -7 r • J ny : nm 

this period, were in fuch hign efteem, thsvt fovereign pnne 

courted their fricndfhip, and made magnificent prefents to t 

temple, the ordinary expences of wlucii oeleucus tuimihed 0 

of his own treafury. Judaea enjoyed a P rofo , u ™? Tm 
prieft, until a mifunderftanding which happened between 1* 

and Simon , a Benjamite , brought a fenes of evils on the jc. v 


ft ate. 


This 


> 
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This Simon y who is fuppofed to have been one of the Tons A fatal 
0 f Jofeph , the generous fon of Tobias lately mentioned, being breach be- 
made governor of the temple, quickly had fome differences with tween 
Onias , and finding that he could not get the better of the high Onias and 
prieft, fled with his brothers to Apollonius , governor of Ccelefyria Simon. 
and Paleftine for Seleucus , and acquainted him that there were 
immenfe treafures laid up in the temple of Jerufalem. Seleucus 
being informed of this by the governor, immediately difpatched 
Heliodorus to Jerufalem to fetch away the treafures to Antioch. 

Heliodorus , on his arrival at Jerufalem , acquainted Onias with 
the orders he had received from the king; but the high prieft 
abfolutely refufing to give his confent that the treafure mould 
be removed, Heliodorus , with the Syrians that accompanied him, Ueliodorus 
marched diredfly to the temple, and caufing the gates to be the Syrian 
broke down, were juft going to enter it, when God fmote them endea- 
with fuch a pannic terror, that they fell down half dead. He - vours to 
iiodorus , upon his recovery and return to Antioch ,. informed the force the 

I king of what had happened to him ; but Seleucus not much temple, 
regarding his relation, and being ftill eager to get pofleffion of but is mi- 
the JewiJh treafures, afked him if he knew any man that was raculoufly 
fit to be fent upon that expedition. Heliodorus anfwered, that punifhed. 
if the king had any enemy that he would be glad to get rid 
of, he need but fend him to rifle that facred place. 

When the traitor Simon found that he had miffed his aim* 

he endeavoured to perfuade the Jews, that it was the high 
prieft who had invited Heliodorus to Jerufalem , and drew fuch 
a party againft him, that feveral perfons were killed on both 
fides. Onias feeing his rival in high favour with Apillonius the 
governor, and fearing the confequences of fuch an inteftine 
faftion, went to Antioch , and making complaints to the king, 

Simon was thereupon banifhed. Seleucus dying foon after, and 
his fon Antiochus Epiphanes fucceeding him, the Jews were not 
long before they felt the dreadful effedts of his fury; their ca¬ 
lamities, however, were more owing to the fadlions and feuds 
that reigned among themfelves, than to the cruel temper of 
this new monarch. 

Antiochus was fcarce fettled on bis throne, before Jafon , the Onias fup* 
brother of Onias the high prieft, knowing that the treafury of planted by 
the king was greatly exhaufted, went to Antioch , and procured his brother 
from him the high priefthood at the price of 360 talents, ob- Jafon, 
taining alfo an order that his brother fhould be fent to that Bet- Ch. 
metropolis, and confined to dwell there. Jafon having little 175. 
regard to the laws and religion of his country, offered the 
king 150 talents more, and in confideration of that fum, ob¬ 
tained from him the liberty of eredting at Jerufalem a gymna- who intro- 
fium or place of public exercifes, fuch as were pradtifed in duces the 
Greece ; of eftablifhing an academy for training up the youth Grecian 
after the Grecian manner; and likewife a power of making cuitorns. 
fuch Jews as he thought fit free of the city of Antioch. Upon 
“is return to Judcsa with thefe powers, he formed a ftrong 

I party, being joined by the malecontent Tons of Jofeph lately 
Vol. J, G ^ mentioned. 
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mentioned, and a number of others, who, thro’ a wanton In. 
conftancy, were become exceflively fond of the Grecian cuftoms, 
and as weary of their own. From this time a general apoftacy 
from the Jewi/b religion overfpread the greateft part of the na¬ 
tion, the priefts as well as the laity neglecting the fervice of the 

i 1 n i . l __ 


He fends As Jafo 


heathenifh 


prefents to Antiochus , he fent, the year following, a number ot his parti- 

/ •/» i » i tin _J 4.1-i.V«-I C _ _ 7 n 

iacrince to 


Hercules . 


zans, on whom he had bellowed the freedom of Antioch , to af- 

^ * . . err* __ C. J__ r . * 


Olympic games at Ty 


facrifices to the Tyrian Hercules 


games were celebrated : but thefe men, whether out of confci- 


cnce or fear, chofe rather to make a prefent of it to the Tyrians 

« i ■ • r • n a I __ ^.1 _4.L __ _ C (V r i 


Is fop- towards the repairing of their fleet. In the third year of Ja fan's 


planted by 
his bro- 


r _..,_brother Menelaus, 

cbus with the ufual tribute, infmuated himfelf into the king’s 

4- « « n i r • _ 1 1 _ /T _ f. r 


ther Me- favour by the moft bafe flatteries ; and by offering the fum of 

J ^ « • « /• « • 1 • At t 


nclausy 


300 talents more than Jafon had paid for the high priefthood, 


7 < 


formed a ftrong party, at the head of which were the Tons of 
Tibias , who were then very powerful in Judma. Jafon s party, 


Menelaus 


tizans to retire to Antioch , where, to gain the favour of Antio¬ 


chus , they declared to him, that they were fully refolved to 


forfake their old religion, and wholly to conform to that of his 


country. Antiochus was fo pleafed with this declaration, that he 
fent them back with a force fufficient to drive Jafon out of Judaa 
into the land of the Ammonites. 


who en- 


Menelaus 


devours felf wholly to outdo his brother in his apoftacy. He negle&ed, 


to caufe a however, the payment of the money he had nromiled to the 

king; on which account he was lent for to Antioch. Finding 

- i 1 1_ A- 1.L « yv C In tYtAAOIf PAH 


general 


apoflacy. 

Bef. Ch. 


that nothing but the payment of the king’s money could recover 

1 • A 71 yf ?_/*_ 1 . __!_U to KrAfliPi* F 


Menelaus 


17 2. 

He rifles 


Jimachus, whom he had left as his vicegerent at Jerufah 


convey to him as many of the golden veflels as he could con- 
tbe tem- veniently ftrip the temple of. His brother Onias, having intel- 


ple'. 


ligence of this facrilege, made fuch bitter complaints againft 

* 1 * 1 ° . 1 . .. _' r _1 _ 11 4.1_me 


Menelaus , as were like to have raifed all the Antiochian J : 


againft him. Antiochus being at this time abfent, Andromcn r, 


one of his nobles, was at the head of the adminiftration, and, 

A A A A d ^ 'ft . m — — - a 


Menelaus 


caufed his brother Onias to be bafely murdered, in the 24th year 
of his pontificate. Onias , during his refidence zt Antioch, had 


gamvu li.v .’w... the ^ —— — —-—-- t ' • 

return of Antiochus , accufed Andronicus of the murder, in® 


king having examined into the affair, caufed Andronicus to be 
put to death on the fpot where Onias had been murdered. Me- 


JJUL LU U vaui Vii iuv v -- • i 

nelans, tho’ the rnoft guilty of the two, found means to avoid 

^ - 0 . ' • • «• T_ n ftmi 


the prefent llorm, and to maintain his credit fome time 


longer. 


Mean 
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Meanwhile the Jews getting intelligence of the facrilege Menc 
committed by Lyfimacbus^ immediately had recourfe to arms, is accufod 
and fell upon him and the 3000 men whom he had for a guard by deou- 
with fuch defnerate fury, that they put them to flight; and pur- ties from 
fuing Lyfimacbus to the treafury of the temple, there put him to tli 
death. r T\itjewtJh lanhednm, loon after, fent three deputies fanhedrim. 
to Antiochus at Tyre^ to accufe Mcnelaus , who, alarmed at the 
danger which threatened him, had recourfe to bribery, and, by 
nromifing a large fum to Ptolomy Macron the king’s favourite, 
ot himfelf abfoived, and the three deputies condemned to death. 

is unjuft fentence, which was forthwith put in execution^ The ty- 
gave the traitor Menelaus fuch a complete victory, that from ranny and 
thenceforward he gave himfelf up to all manner of tyranny and impiety of 
wickednefs, none of the. members of the fanhedrim now daring Mcnelaus, 
to oppofe him, tho’ they faw that every ftep he took was with 
defign to enflave the nation ftill more, and to deftroy the fmall 



remains of their religion and liberties. 


Egypt 


derable conquefts in that kingdom ; but a falfe rumour prevail¬ 
ing in Palefiine that he was killed before Alexandria , fajon , who 
had hitherto been a refugee among the Ammonites , thought he 
had now a fair opportunity for recovering his dignity, and aflem- 
blingabody of 1000 men, appeared before Jerifalcm, which, by 
theafliftance of his party within the walls, he quickly made him- Jafin 
i'elf mafter of. Having forced Mcnelaus to retire into the cita- forces int( 
del, he then indulged his refentment, and committed the moft Jenfulun 
horrid butcheries againft fuch of the Jews as he fufpe&ed to which cit] 
have been of the contrary party. Antiochus receiving intelli- Antitchus 




ft jerufal 


J a fo 


170. 


force, he flew of the inhabitants, within three days, 40,000 
perfons, and having taken as many more captives, he fold them 
for flaves to the neighbouring nations (a). His fury did not 
Hop here. He impioufly forced himfelf into the temple, and 
entered into the inner and moft facred recefles of it, the wicked 
traitor Mcnelaus being his conductor, and fhewing him the way 
into both. To offer the greater indignity to the facred place, He pro¬ 
be facrificed a fow upon the altar of burnt offerings, caufing broth, phanes the’ 
which had been made of fome part of the flefli of it, to befprink- temple, 
led all over the temple. He caufed the golden altar of incenfe, 
he golden table of fhew-bread, the golden candleftick, the 
centers, bowls, and other utenfils belonging to that holy place, 
to be feized, together with all the ornaments which had 


r a! knew him. 


( A ) upon his approach, from place to place for fome time, 

W into the land of Ammon , he at laft went among the Lacede - 
hence he was foon after obliged monians , where he pedfhed mi- 
0 withdraw, being detefted by all ferably, his carcafe being left to 

W K— 1 • A r rt • A • _ - 1 _ J 


After fhifting 


rot above ground. 


G g 2 


been 
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been dedicated to it. He 


vered the gates and other architecture of the temple, the veil 

1 • l i i i.i i ^ r 1. _ 1 — _ J • , 


which divided the holy from the moft holy place, and in a word* 

lit .i • i _ ft* i _r i _ .t ! 


-— — — - — y ^ j ^ ^ w 

all that was valuable, to be carried off, befides 1800 talents of 


gold and filver, which he forced out of the treafury. As a further 


mark of his refentment againft this unhappy nation, he ap¬ 
pointed one Philip , a moft barbarous Phrygian , governor of 


Judaa , and Andronicus , a perfon of the fame brutifh difpoft- 

"• r n • 1_:_..1_• r ,• 


feftion of the high priefthood. 


poftate Menelaus 


The Je u/ Antiochus , not fatisfied with the cruelties committed by thefe 


grievouP.y 


oppreilld. 


A cruel 


perfecu- 


tion m 


'Judaea. 


Apollonius 


Judcea 


all the men, and to fave only the women and children for fale. 


tfalem , kept himfelf quiet till the 


next fabbath, when aftembling his troops, he fent fome of them 

• • i ev i IT* 11 1 • .1 i i 


7 


in the fvnagogues, while others maffacred all whom they found 

. « r\ ° ° * cv r rv .i r 1 . 1 n i . •« 


7 


rather than break their fabbath by (landing on their defence. 


He next ordered the city to be plundered and fet on fire, pulled 

i ii i n .i r l • r t .L _ _ vn i 


down all the {lately fabrics, caufed the walls to be demolifhed, 
and carried away captive about 10,000 perfons. The r ’ 


the temple was now quite abandoned ; and a large fortrefs be¬ 


ing built out of the ruins of the city, a ftrong garrifon was left 

• • i « n i i /• • • • * i • .1 


in it, which fo molefted the few remaining inhabitants, that 


they abandoned the place (b). 


While Apollonius 


try 


Egypt 


Upon his re¬ 


turn to Antioch , he iffiied out a decree, that all nations within 


his dominions fhould forfake their old religion and gods, and 
worfhip thofe of the king. Tho’ the decree was couched in 


efly levelled againft the Jews , many 
of whom, either to avoid the effe£ls of the king’s rage, or to 

• • . r i * .i i • i r i it . • l 1 h. — 


ingratiate themfelves with him, bafely aportatized, and became 
the bittereft enemies of thofe who flood firm to the true reli¬ 


gion. The Samaritans , who, when the Jews were in profpe- 
rity, ufed to challenge kindred with them, now addreflea them- 


■- J * - LI # ^ . j • 

felves to the king by a petition, and fetting forth that tho they 

t _ i r • i_. __ r _j __ _ r ^_ in in 


Jewijh 


7 i 


ally Sidonians , yet they were now ready to embrace the lungs 
religion, and begged that their temple on mount Gerizzm, 


which was dedicated to a god without a name, might thence 


Jupiter. Their 



(b) In the time of this perfe- Ecclef.ajli'us , is generally fuppofed 


cution, Jcfus the fon of Sirach , to have lived. 


author of the apocryphal book of 


com 


plied 
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complied with ; and while they peaceably enjoyed the fruits of 
their treacherous complaifance, the Jews fuffered the moft fe- 
vere perfecution for their zeal and firmnefs to their law. Athe- Theftatue 
nous, who was fent by the king to fee his decree put in execu- of Jupiter 
tion in Jndaa and Samaria , came to Jcrufalem > and having de- fet up in 
dicated the temple to Jupiter Olympius , he caufed his ftatue to thetem- 
be eredted on the altar of burnt offerings, with another lefs p{e. 
altar before it, whereon they offered facrifices to that falfe 
deity. At the fame time there were altars, groves, and idols, 
fet up in every city and town of Judaa ; and all who refufed to 
comply with the new religion, or were difcovered pra&ifmg any 
of tne ordinances of the Mofaical law, were put to death ; in- 

fomuch that the whole land was a fcene either of the moft abo- 

• * 

minable idolatries and debaucheries, or of the moft horrid 
butcheries. 

The unheard-of barbarities committed by the Syrian foldiers, 
who were the. miflionaries in this converfion, having obliged the 
Jews to go and hide themfelves in holes and caverns among the 
rugged rocks, where wild roots and herbs were their only fub- 
fiftence, fome of them ventured to affemble themfelves in a 
cavern near Jerufalem 3 to celebrate the fabbath. Philips their The Jew 
barbarous governor, being informed of this, came againftthem whorefufe 
with a fufficient force ; and after having in vain offered them a to apofta- 
general amnefty, if they would forfake their religion and con- tize are 
form to that of the king, forbore hoftilities till next fab- maflacred. 
bath, when he entered the cave without refiftance, and caufed 
them all, men, women, and children, to be maffacred, to the 
number of i ooo. Antiochus hearing that fuch numbers remained 
inflexible, came to Jerufalem in perfon, either to fee his orders 
more pun&ually obeyed, or the recufants punifhed with the moft 
exquillte cruelties. One of the firft who fell a viftim to his 
fury was the venerable Eleazar , a man of 90 years of age, re- 


\ 


and zeal for his 
great number of 


fpefted by all for his great learning, probity, 
religion, and whofe example had preserved a 
Jews from falling into apoftacy. Having in vain endeavoured 
to force him to eat fwine’s flefh, they dragged him to the place 
of execution, and put him to a moft cruel death. After him 
the feven brethren, whofe martyrdom is related in the fame 
hook of Macabees, fuffered, one after another, the moft exqui- 
fite torments with invincible courage and conftancy, whilft their 
heroic mother ftood by, encouraging and ftrengthening them, 
tn the Hebrew tongue, with the affurance of a glorious recom- 
pencein the next life; for which fhe was laft of all facrificed 
to the tyrant’s fury, dying with the fame chearfulnefs and in¬ 
trepidity which fhe had infpired into her feven fons. 

It was about this time that Mattathias , an eminent prieft of The emi- 


the family of Joarib , began to fignalize himfelf, by his undaunted nent zeal 


zeal for his religion. He was the great-grandfon of Afmonaus, and bra- 
from whom the family had the name of Afmoneeans , and had, very of 
fome time before, retired to Mo din 3 his native place, with his Matta- 
five fons, Johanan , furnamed Kaddis ; Simon , furnamed > tbias. 
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"Judas , called Maccahaus ; Eleazar , furnamed Avarani ; and Jo- 
* nathan , whofe furname was Apphus. During his recefs there,. 
Apelles , one of the king’s officers, came to oblige the inhabitants 
or the place to comply with the edi&. Having affembled the. 
people, he addrefl'ed himfelf to Mattathlas , on account of his 
dignity, hoping that if he could perfuade him to comply, 
example would foon draw all the reft. He made him the am- 
pleft promifes, that the king’s favour and protection, both to 
him and his fons, would be the immediate reward of his com¬ 
pliance. Mattathlas anfwered him, with a voice loud enough 
to be heard by all the alTembly, that tho’ the whole^m^ na¬ 
tion and the whole world were to conform to the king’s edi&, 
yet both he and his fons would continue faithful to their God to 
the laft minute of their lives. 

He heads Some cowardly Jezvs, in the mean time, having been pre- 
the Jews vailed with to comply with the edi<ft, Mattathlas feeing one of 
pgainft the them worfhiping an idol, immediately fell upon him, and killed 

him on thefpot. His fons, at the fame time, being filled with the 


Syrians. 


like zeal, killed the king’s officer and his men, overthrew the altar 
and idol, and running about the city, cried out, that thofe who 
were zealous for the law of their God ftiould follow them. 



this means they quickly faw themfelves at the head of a nume- 

* * * • t # • ■ /V/ f • 


rous troop ; and retiring into the delerts of Judaa, they were 
foon joined by great numbers of others. Mattathlas , ana thofe 
who were with him, reflecting that many of their brethren had 
periflied from a fcrupulous notion of not making refiftance on 
the fabbath, after deliberately weighing the matter, came to a 
refolution, that it was lawful, nay obligatory, to take up arms 
in their own defence, whenever they were attacked on the fab¬ 
bath, as well as on any other day. This decree having been 
privately communicated to the Jews in and out of Palejline , to¬ 
gether with the reafons for paffing it, all of them received it; 


He re- 


and from that time they made no difficulty to defend their 
lives and properties, at all times and upon all occafions. 

Mattathlas having got fuch a company together as made the 
itores the appearance of a fmall army, began to come down with them 
worth ip of iptp the plains, and to try his force, not only againft their per- 
God. and iccutors, but alfo againft his apoftate brethren. Going round 
punithes the cities of Judah , he pulled down the heathen altars, caufed 
the anof- all male children -whom he found uncircumcifed to be circum- 

r . ^ t rr n n .1 . r it • . 1 *_ i. 1 . t 1 


iates. 


cifed, cut off all apoftates that fell into his hands, and deftroyed 
all the perfecutors wherever he came. He opened the JewiJh 
fynagogues, caufed the divine worfliip in them to be refumed, 
and was hleiled with fuch fuccefs, that he had extended the 
reformati on thro’ a confiderable part of Judeea within the Ihort 
ipace of c'UP year; and had, in all likelihood, gone thro’ with 
it even to' Syufalem, where the ftrongeft Syrian garrifon was 
kept, had he* P ot been prevented by death. Finding himfelf 
<quite worn ou't with age and ficknefs, he called his five fons to¬ 
gether, and ha*, 'ibg exhorted them to {land up valiantly for the 

law of God, he appointed Judas to be their captain in his ftead. 
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ind Simon to be their counfellor ; and then giving up the ghoft 
Was buried at Mo din, in the fepulchre of his forefathers, and 
great lamentation was made for him by all the faithful in 
Jfrael. 

Judas , furnamed Maccabeeus (c), from whom the heroes of His fon 
this period had the name of Maccabees , did not fuffer his troops Judas 
to continue longer idle than till they had ended the days of his Macca- 
father’s mourning. His little army amounted to no more than ^ us fuc- 
6000 men; but what he wanted in number was made up by the ceedshim, 
zeal and bravery of his troops: and God gave him fuch fuccefs, 
that he quickly got into fome of the ftrongeft fortrefles of Ju- 
itsa ; and having driven the Syrians out of their cities, villages, 
and advantageous pofts, he placed garrifons in them. His name 
loon became terrible to the Syrians , Samaritans , and apoftate 
Jews, whilft thofe who had foriaken their own country to avoid 
perfecution, were encouraged to refort daily to him from their 
retreats. Apollonius , who was governor of Judcea and Samaria , 
thinking to put a ftop to his future progrefs, got an army toge¬ 
ther, and marched againft him. Judas noways terrified at the He defeats 
fuperior numbers of the enemy, ventured an engagement, and the Syrians 
totally defeated them with great flaughter, Apollonius himfelf with great 
being among -the number of the llain. Among the reft of the flaughter, 
fpoil Judas found the flain governor’s fword, and ufed it ever 
after in thofe wars which he waged againft the enemies of the 
JevjiJh nation. Seron , who was deputy-governor of Ccelefyria 
under Ptolemy Macron , hearing of the defeat of Apollonius , got 
all the forces together that were under his command, and ad¬ 
vanced as far as Bethhoron , where Judas met him with a handful 
of his men: thefe, feeing the vaft fuperiority of the enemy, 
exprefled a great backwardnefs to engage, being then fatigued 
with marching and fading j but Judas foon difpelled their fears, 
by reminding them that they fought the caufe of God, who was 
not wont to fave by ftrength or number. Having thus put new 
life into them, they fell upon the Syrians with fuch vigour, 
that Seron was overthrown and killed, with 800 of his men, on 
the fpot. 

When Antiochus heard of thefe two defeats, he was moved Antio- 
with great fury and indignation j but was neverthelefs obliged to cbus's rage 
fufpend his refentment till he could raife a fufficient fupply of againft the 

Jews. 


(c) There are various conjee- ters are fuppofed to have been era* 


tares concerning the etymology 
of the word Maccabees. The 
molt general opinion is, that it 
was taken from the four initial 


broidered upon their ftandards and 
Ihields, in the manner of the Ro¬ 
man S. P. R- Judas feems to 
have borne this name by way of 


letters of the nth verfe of the eminence; and from him it palled 
xvth chapter of Exodus, Mi, Ca- to his brethren and fucceftors, and 


m oca, Bae/im, Jehovah ; that is, 
U'bo is like unto thee, O Lord, 
M.ong the gods ? Thefe four let- 


thence to all who took up arms 
died for the Jewifb caufe. 


or 

Prid. Connell, 


G g 4 


money 
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money to pay his army. Having marched in perfon, with part 
of his troops, againft the Armenians and Perjians , he left the reft 
with Lyftas to be employed againft the Jews, whom he was or¬ 
dered utterly to extirpate. Lyftas fent to Ptolemy Macron , go¬ 
vernor of Caelefyria and Phoenicia , and to Nicanor and Gorgias , 

two experienced officers, 40,000 foot, with orders to fee the 
>. _j__i_ j _.:„n. _ :/l _ 


This 


JezviJh 


ufalem 


horfe, great numbers of merchants likewife reforting thither for 
the buying of the captives which they reckoned would be taken 
in the war. Judas having by a fpeech animated his fmall army. 


God 

by the Jews 


Mizpeh 


In 


blies before the temple was built, they failed in fackcloth and 
allies, whilft fome portions of the fcriptures were read and ex¬ 
pounded to them. They then marched forth to fight the ene¬ 
my : but when proclamation was made, according to the law, 
that all fuch as had that year built houfes, betrothed wives, or 


Judas 
gains a 


were reduced to 3000. That 
mittin? the event to God, mar 


fhould depart 


complete ing informed that Gorgias was advancing towards him with 5000 

chofen men and iooo horfe, with the defign of lurprizing him 
in his camp, he immediately decamped, and attacked the main 
army of the Syrians , of whom he killed 3000 men, the reft fly- 
array of ing in the utmoft confufion. Gorgias , who had been led thro’ 


vidtory 
over a 
numerous 


Syrians. 


Judas 


apoftate Je 

and conjedluring that he had fled to the 


mountains, returned to join the main army. His troops, how¬ 
ever, feeing their camp on fire, immediately threw down their 
arms and fled ; but the fmall army of Judas continuing the 
purfuit, flew 6000 more of the Syrians , befides a great number 
who were maimed and wounded. In the Syrian camp th ejeivs, 
among other richfpoils, found that money which the merchants 
had brought for the purchafe of captives. The day after 
vi< 5 lory being the fabbath, it was celebrated by the Jews 
with iuitable returns to the Divine Providence for their miracu¬ 
lous deliverance. 


the 


He defeats. Many 7 ^ 

mg to Judas 


Timet belts 
and Bac- 
ciides. 


men, 


and enriching his army with the fpoil, part of which he, with 
great generality, diftributed among his indigent brethren. Nj- 
canor fled in djfguife to Antioch , and there excufed his late dif- 


God 


ezvs 


lyjl 


s to. Jyfias hearing of the total defeat of the army he' had lent 11110 
tally dr- Judeea , made all the hafte he could to put himfelf at the head 
feared by gf 6o,cco foot and 5000 horfe; and entering Judea with them, 
Judas, ' 6 ws 
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was met at Bethzura , near the confines of Idumea , by Judas, at 
the head of only 1 0,000 men, by whom he was totally de¬ 
feated, and 8000 of his men /lain. The Syrian governor 
perceiving the determined bravery of the Jews, thought pro¬ 
per to return to Antioch , without rifking a fecond en¬ 
gagement. 

All this while the fan&uary continued polluted with abomi- Judas pu- 
nable idols, the temple garrifoned by idolaters, and the city a rifles the 
ruined heap. As foon, therefore, as Lyftas was gone out of the city and 
province, Judas marched with his army to Jerujalem, where he temple, 
found all things in a very lamentable ftate. When the firft emo¬ 
tions of their grief were a little affwaged, he polled feme of 
bis braveft troops to guard all the avenues of the city from 
furprize, and then appointed fuch of the prieflly order as had 
fignalized themfelves for their fan&ity and zeal to enter into 
the temple and fee it thoroughly cleanfed from its prophane lum¬ 
ber, whilft the reft of the people were employed in clearing the 
ftreets and other places of the city of all their rubbifh. They 
broke to pieces all the old materials that had undergone any de¬ 
filement, and carrying * them out of the city, buried them in 
feme common place. The ftones of the altar of burnt-offer¬ 
ing, which had been fo notorioufly profaned, were depofited in 
a cave of the mountain of the temple, and a new altar was 
raifed of unhewn ftones, according to the law. The altar of 
incenfe, the table of fhew-bread, the candleftick, cenfers, and 
other facred utenfils, all of the pureft gold, having been car¬ 
ried off, as well as the rich veil which covered the holy of ho¬ 
lies, the JewiJh chief caufed them all to be made anew out of 
the fpoiis of their enemies. All thefe being fet up in their ref- 
peftive places, and the holy and moft holy place repaired, they 
began the divine worfhip with the dedication of the new altar 
and other holy utenfils, on the 25th day of the month Cif- 
lieu, it having ceafed three years before, on the very fame day, 
by the profanation of the temple. From this time it was 
never discontinued till the deftru£tion of the temple by the 
Romans. 

The dedication was performed with all imaginable folemnity, T] ie 
being celebrated eight days with great devotion and joy ; and it va j 0 f the 
was appointed to be folemnized every year by the whole nation. d e dica- 
It appears that Chrift, long afterwards, vouchfafed to honour it t j 0lu 
with his prefence, tho’ appointed only by human authority j 
which fufficiently proves the lawful nefs of inftituting feftivals 
in memory of public bleffings *. 

Tho’ the Jews had now recovered their temple, yet ftill there j ut j as f or . 
remained one great thorn in their fides; for the fortrefs cal- ' t jf ]es the 
wAcra, which commanded it, was ftill in the hands of the temple, 
enemy, and ftrongly garrifoned by them. As Judas was not in 
s condition to attempt the fiege of the place, he contented him- 


* Prid. Conneft. an. 164, Grot, in Johan. 1.0. 
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felf with fortifying the mountain of the temple with a high 
wall and ftrong towers, leaving a flout garrifon for its defence 
and to hinder that of Acra from difturbing thofe who reforted 


Jerufalem 


Judas 


fortifications to be made to Betbzura , it being an advantageous 
fortrefs to obftruct the entrance of the Syrians from Idumea , the 
fouthern parts of the inheritance of the tribes of Simeon and 
Judah being now fo called, having been feized by fome Iduman 
Arabs during the Jewijh captivity. 

When the neighbouring nations heard what had been done at 
Jerufalem , they were much moved with envy and hatred againft 
the Jews, and refolved to join their forces to extirpate the 
whole nation. They began with murdering all thofe that 
chanced to live among them, and waited only the coming of 
Antiochus into Judeca , to aflift him in the utter deftruction of the 
Jews . Antiochus 's death, however, broke all their meafures, and 
of Antia- freed the Jeivs from the bloody defigns which he had fwornagainft 

them. The minority of the young Antiochus procured fome 


The 
neigh¬ 
bouring 
nations 
aflift the 

Syrians. 

The death 


Aits. 


fhort refpite to the J 


Macron 


inveterate enemy, was now by fome means become their friend; 
but being accufed for it to the king, he was deprived of his go- 


Ccelefyria ; and Lyfu 


Judas de 
feats the 


Meanwhile Gor 


judeca 


affifted by the Idumeans and apoftate J, 

• r* cv v 1 m i «r 


Idumeans. Judeca with frequent incurftons. Judas 

marched into their country, and killed no lefs than 20,000 of them 
in that part of their territories which was called Acrabatene. From 
thence he led them againft the children of Beany another tribe of 
the Idumeans ; and they having retired into two of their ftrongeft 
fortrefles, he made himfelf mafter of both places, putting all 
he found in them to the fword, who were about 20,000 more. 
Some few were faved from this carnage, by bribing fome of the 
JeiviJb officers to let them ei'cape; but Judas having convi&ed 
them of the treachery before the reft of the army, caufed them 
to be put to death. 

Judas next parted the Jordan , and entering the land of the Am - 
monitesy defeated and killed great numbers of them, and putting a 

f Jazar, marched back into Judeca, 


He defeats 

! Timotbeus . 


judeca 


whom Judas had defeated 


J 


Judas 


T he Jews 
out of 
Judaea 
maflacred. 


him penetrate far before he met and totally defeated him, killed 
20,500 of his foot and 6oohorfe, and forced him to retreat into 
the city of Gazara , which was commanded by his brother 
Cheras. The place being taken by Judas, after a rtege of five 
days, Timotbeus with his brother, and another general named 
Apollophanesy were (lain. 

This vi£ 


J 


J' 


Tob 


captivity. The reft 


th< 
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the like fate, fled into Dathema , a fortrefs in the land of Gilead ; 
but being befieged by Timotheus, perhaps the fon of him that 
was lately killed at Gazara, they follicited the affiftance of 
Judas , who had fcarcely done reading their letters, when he re¬ 
ceived others from other diftrefled brethren in Galilee. A fan- 
hedrim being immediately convened, it was refolved that 
Judas and his brother Jonathan Ihould march into Gilead 
with 8000 men j that Simon , another of his brothers, Ihould 
proceed to Galilee; and that Jofeph and Azarias , his other bro¬ 
thers, Ihould flay, with the refidue of their troops, to defend 
Jerufalem. 

Judas , after he had parted the Jordan , was informed that the Judas 
Jews, in many cities of Gilead , were clofely fhut up by their marches 
enemies, who intended, after the taking of Dathema , to deftroy to the re- 
them all in one day. On this intelligence, he immediately fell lief of the 
on Bajfora, and having taken it, destroyed all the males, freed Gileadites. 
his captive brethren, and then let it on fire. He next attacked 
Timotheus, juft as he was ftorming Dathema ; and the enemy, 
on the news of his arrival, throwing down their arms and fly¬ 
ing in confufion, he purfued them, and killed 8000 of them. 

Judas after this took Mafbha , Cafpon Maked, Bofor , and all the 
other cities of Gilead where the Jews were opprefled; and 
having treated all thofe places as he had Bajfora , he returned 
with his delivered brethren to Jerufalem loaded with plunder. 

Simon, in the mean time, who had but 3000men, defeated his Simons 
enemies in Galilee in feveral encounters, and purfued them as fuccefs in 
far as Ptolemais. But as the Jews in that diftant part could not Galilee. 
be fo eaftly protected, he brought them, with their wives and 
children, to Jerufalem, from whence they were fent to new 
people the defolated cities of Judaea. Whilft things went on Jofeph's 
thus fuccefsfully in Gilead and Galilee , the two brothers, who unlucky 
were left to guard Jerufalem , endeavoured to fignalize them- attempt 
felves, and led their army againft J amnia, fituate on the Medi- orijamnia, 
tirranean, between Joppa and Afodod ; but they were defeated, 
with the lofs of 2000 men, and obliged to return with fhame to 
Jerufalem. Judas, in the mean time, had led his forces into 
the l'outh parts of Idumea, and took and demolifhed Hebron their 
metropolis, with all the neighbouring towns. He then entered 
the territories of the Philijlines and Samaritans, ftriking terror 
wherever he parted, and deftroving the fortrefles of the Phi- 
HJiines, with all their altars, groves, and other inftruments 
of idolatry. 

Lyfas was fo galled with thefe fuccefles, that he aflembled an Jud<sa in¬ 
army of 80,000 foot, together with all the horfe and elephants he vaded by 
could get, and marched into Judcea , and began the war with Lyfas; 
the fiege of Bethfura. Judas, who was th en at Jerufalem, w ho is de • 
having firft implored the Divine blefling on his arms, let out feated,and 
with his little army to its relief; and falling unexpectedly on fues for 
the Syrian camp, killed 11,000 of the enemy, and put the peace, 
reft to flight. Lyfas being at laft convinced how impoflible it 

Would be to carry on the war againft fuch an enemy with ho¬ 
nour 
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nour and advantage, came to terms of peace with the Jews, 
which conditions were ratified by Antiochus, the two Roman 
ambaffadors then in Syria interpofing their good offices in behalf 
of Judas and his people. By the terms of this peace, a gene¬ 
ral amnefty was agreed to for whatever had been already done, 
the late edi£t againft the Jews was wholly repealed, and liberty 
was granted them every where of living according to their own 
laws. It appears from the book of Maccabees , that Menelam , 
the. apofrate high-prieft, who in all likelihood was then at the 
Syrian court, had alfo laboured to promote this peace, and was 
defirous to be included in it; fince he was fent back to Jerufa- 


j- 


The Sj- 

rian gene¬ 
rals renew 


terms it. 
This 


Syrian generals j fo that as foon as Lyftas was retire 
Timotheus , Apollonius the fon of Genneus , Hieron ) 


their hof- mus , Dcmophon , and. Nicanor governor of Cyprus , beg 


tilities. 


gainft the J 


The 


tions were equally forward to infeft them; and they were cru- 


Joppa and J> 


Judas 


The Sy¬ 
rians fly 
from 
Judas. 


on fome of the inhabitants of thofe two cities ; but hearing that 
Timotheus had invaded Gilead , he marched againft him, and on 
his way defeated a band of wandering Arabs , in number about 
5000 foot and 500 horfe. Having granted a peace to the Arabs, 
and entered into an alliance with them, he crofted the Jordan , 
and taking Cafphin , the inhabitants of which he put to the 
fword, he proceeded to the land of Tab , in fearch of Timotheus , 
who, before his arrival, had gone from thence. 


Judas 


Jabbok. The 


Judas 


refinance, fled with fuch precipitation, that in the flight they 

J _ au . n m J kftin/v rtiir/iiorl V»rr fVl P 1 flu 


3O5OOO men. Thofe wno eicapeu me naugntcr ncu iuiu 

and a great number of them went and took refuge in the temple 
of Atargatis. Judas , who came clofe after them, burnt the 
temple, and them in it, and then fet fire to the city, where all 
the others perifhed, either by the flames or by his fword, to the 
number of z5,000. He then gathered together all of the race 
of Ifracl in the land of Gilead or the parts adjoining, and fettled 
them in the defolated places of the land of Judaa. The gar- 
rifon of Lyftas in Ephron refufing him a paflage thro’ the city in 
his return, tho’ he demanded it of them in a peaceable manner, 
he took the place by ftorm, put all the males, to the number 
of 25,000, to the fword, and carried oft* their wives and 
daughters, with the richeft of the plunder. Having burnt and 


7 ‘ 


He pu¬ 
nches the 

Ephron - 
i*es. 


temple 


Ephron , they returned to Jenif 
»i-n return thanks to God for th< 


enterprize 


had 


twithftanding 


Thcv 
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They returned to Jerufalem about die time of Pentecoft, and His other 
immediately after that feftival, 3000 of them, with 400 horfe, remark- 
marched againft Gorgias and the Idumeans. Judas engaged the able fuc- 
Idumea ns , and after lofing feveral of his troops, at length obtained cedes, 
the victory, Gorgias with difficulty efcaping to Marifa , a for- 
trefs near Elutberopolis. After the fabbath was pafTed, they buried 
l'uch of their brethren as were flain in the battle, and found 
about every one of them fome things that had been dedicated to 
idols, which, tho’ taken by them among the lpoils of that war, 
were forbidden by the law to be kept by them. Judas having 
lent fome money to Jerufalem to provide fin offerings, marched 
into the fouthern parts of Idumea , where he took Hebron and 
other fortrefles; after which he took Azotus from the Philiftines , 
pulled down all the images and altars wherever he paffed, and 
returned to Jerufalem with the fpoils of his enemies. 

The fortrefs of Acra being ftill in poffeffion of the Syrians , He be- 
Judas affembled all his troops, and having provided many en- lieges 
gines of war, laid liege to the place. During the fiege, fome Acra . 
apoftate Jews efcaping from thence to Antioch , made known to 
the king the diftrefs of the garrifon at Jerufalem ; and repre- 
fented the defigns of Judas in fuch a light, that forthwith an 
army was drawn together of 100,000 foot, 20,000 horfe, and 32 
elephants, with 300 armed chariots. Thefe having the young 
king and his uncle Lyfas at their head, marched to the borders 
of Idumea , where they laid fiege to the fortrefs of Bethfura. 

While they were employed in the fiege, Judas , with a fmall 
number of refolute men, fell upon them in the night; and 
having killed 4000 of them, and thrown the whole camp into 
confufion, retired by break of day, without the lofs of one 
fingle man. Next morning both fides prepared for a battle; Judas o- 
and Judas and his men, with great fiercenefs, began the onfet; verpower- 
but after having fiain about 600 Syrians , finding they muff be e< * by the 
overpowered at length by fo great a number, they withdrew Syrians, 
from the fight, and made a fafe retreat to Jerufalem. 

The garrifon of Bethfura , after fuftaining a long fiege, furrender- ' v ho make 
ed upon honourable terms to the king, who from thence marched themfelves 
to Jerufalem-) and befieged the temple. Judas and the garrifon made mailers of 
a long and vigorous defence ; but were at length almoft reduced BetbJura, 
to the neceffity of furrendering for want of provifions, when and be- 
Providence was pleafed to relieve them by an unforefeen acci- fiege Je- 
dent. Philip, whom Antiochus Epipbanes had appointed guar- rufalem. 
dian of his fon, having at this time' affembled an army and feized A peace - 
Antioch , the king found himfelf under a neceffity of granting a conclud- 
peace to the Jews, that he might be at leifure to oppofe him. ed. 

After the peace was ratified, Antiochus was admitted within the 
fortifications of the temple; but when he faw how ftrong they 
were, he caufed them, contrary to the articles he had fworn 
to, to be all pulled down and demolifhed, and then returned 
to Syria. 

Menelaus th e h igh pried,in hopes of not only recovering his ftation Menelaus 

^ Jerufalem , but alio of being made governor there, accompanied put to 

the death. 
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the king in this expedition. Lyftas , however, vexed with' the 

• ft <^ V v a « « 


ill confequences that had attended this war, ,was now much ex- 


afperated againft this wretch, and accufed him to the kin? as 

\ * • t | «« * | | f 9 i 9 • O M 


the original author of all this mifchief j on which accufation 


he was condemned to death, and being carried to Berata , he 


was there call: headlong into a tower of afhes. 


Alcimus On his death, the king, by the perfuafion of Lyftas , conferred 


made high ^he office of high prieft on Alcimus, or Jadmit f of the houfe 

of Aaron , a perfon no lefs wicked than his predeceflor. 


prieft. 


OniaSy 


the fon of that worthy high prieft who had been murdered at An- 


tiochy finding his right given to one who had neither title nor 

• . • 1 9 * . 1 f • * ^ ... 


merit, fled from Antioch into Egypt; and having infinuated him- 
felf into the favour of Ptolemy P kilometer, obtained liberty, 
fome time after, to build a temple at Alexandria like that of 


Jerufal 


cm. 


Demetrius A few months after the raifing of the fiege of Jerufalcm , De¬ 
metrius, the lawful heir to the Syrian crown, efcaping from 


recovers 


Syria. 

Bef. Ch. 


Rome, where he had been feveral years an hoftage, arrived at 

n • .IT* 1 1 1 1 • 1 i n ° At . • 


Syria ; and being acknowleged as king by the Syrians, Antiocbus 


*63. 


and Lyftas were both put to death. The Jews, in the mean 


time, having refufed to admit Alcimus to the priefthood, becaufe 


he had polluted himlelf, by conforming to the ways of the 


Greeks , he affembled great numbers of the apoftate Jews at An- 

• I 1 . , 1 • I 1 4 1 1 | • V , . 


tioch, and went at their head to the new king, to pray his 

!• r* • n 1 ii* 1 1 r* 0 1 * 


relief againft Judas and his brethren, accufing them of flay- 

•_ __A. 1 •_r _ 1 j • • _ 4 i . r .1 


ing many of the king’s friends, and driving others out of the 


country 


He fends Demetrius, on this complaint, was fo exafperated againft the 

CV .1 » 1 1 T» I • r n ■» jt n . • 


an army Jews, that he ordered Bacchides, governor of Mefopotamia , to 


to fupport march into Judaa, joining Alcimus, whom he confirmed in the 
Alcimus office of high prieft, in the lame commiffion with him. 


On 


againft 


their firft coming into Judata , they thought to have circum- 


J udas. 


vented Judas and his brethren, and offered them a fafe conduft 
if they would agree to a conference. Their offer was rejected 


by Judas ; but fome doctors and fcribes of the AJftdeans, who 


were a very ftridt left among the Jezvs, trulling to the oath of 

j&l • t « V « « « • 


Alcimus, were treacheroufly leized and put to death by him, to 


Alcim 


the number of fixty. 


US IS 


Bacchides finding he could not prevail againft Judas, left a 
joined by body of forces with Alcimus , and returned to Syria. Alcimus, 


the apof- favouring the apoftate Jews, was joined by great numbers of 


tate Jewr, them, and made continual incurfions into fome part or other of 


but is the country, plundering and deftroying all that refufed to ac- 


forced to knowlege him. Judas, on his fide, was no lefs watchful of all 
return to opportunities to oppofe and deprels him. He took fuch a fe- 


Antio.h. vere vengeance on as many of the revolted Jezvs that fell into 

« • t 1 % Jt f • « • 4 v . % f I . 


his hands, that Alcimus and his party were at length not able to 


ftand againft him. Alcimus thereupon returned to the Syrian 


court, and having prefented Demetrius with a crown of gold 


and other valuable prefents, renewed his complaints againft 


Judas and his brethren, and obtained a frefh army, the com¬ 
mand 



OF THE WORLD. 

i was given to Nicanor. This ee 


4*f 


being convinced of the bravery of Judas and his troops, re- 
folved, if pofiible, to bring the JewiJh chief to accept of a 
peace, rather than hazard any more battles with him. Articles j u( f as an( j 
of peace were accordingly agreed on between them; after Nicanor 

or _i xt*_ _j • _ r.* . . 


—- 

gether, 


Judas and Nicanor converfed in a friendly manner to- conclude a 


peace, 


/Hamits, however, not liking this peace, as thinking his in- 
tereft not fufficiently provided for by it, went a third time to An¬ 
tioch , and complained againft Nicanor, as a betrayer of the 
Icing’s intereft; lb that Demetrius refufed to ratify the articles, 
and fent pofitive orders to Nicanor to go on with the war, and 
not to flieath the fword till he had killed Judas, or taken him 
prifoner, and wholly fupprefled his party. Nicanor, upon re- iyi( „„ or , 
ceiving this unexpected order, was forced, much againft his in- forced to 

P 1 i • n ,i Of ' ^ i • , 

ws; but hoping to renew 
o the war, he in- hoftiiities. 


Nicanor is 


"7 - 

Judas 


y 


Jerufal 


Jj 


Judt 


obferved fome change in his behaviour to him of late; but never- 
thelels came to the place appointed for the interview j from 
whence, however, he quickly withdrew, having difcovered the 


of Nicanor 


Capharfah 


7 


: between the Jews and Syr 
Jerusalem, where Nicanor 


ead againft the enemy’s fuperior forces, retired, fome to the 
city of David, and fome into the temple. Nicanor being exaf- 


r*—-— " 

wards Jerufalem 


y 


of the temple, caft many infolent and blafphemous refledb'ons 
on the Jewifb religion, and fwore the utter deftru&ion of them 
and their temple, unlefs Judas was immediately delivered up to 
him. Judas, however, had retired with a few of his friends to 
hmaria, and foon after found himfelf at the head of 3000 men, 
with whom he marched againft Nicanor, who had taken the field 
with 35,000 men. Nicanor, contrary to the perfuafions of the 
Jnvs in his army, pitched upon the fabbath for engaging Judas, f ea ted and 
who, having encouraged his little army with proper texts out fl a i n by 
of the facred books, began the attack, and routed the enemy j u das. 
a t the very firft onfet. Nicanor being among the firft who were 
ihin, his men were feized with a panic, threw down their 


He is de- 


ar ms, and fled. The Ji 


Judas 


a " killed to a man, not a Angle perfon being left to carry the 


ne ws to Antioch. 


Judas 


the Jewifb 


The Jc'-j. 
make an 


grown, and how faithfully they then protected and aflifted their alliance 


ambafladors 


Thep 


with Rome. 


fenatc 3 
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fenate; and a decree was made, that the Jews Ihould be ac» 
knowleged as friends and allies of the Romans , and a league of 
mutual defence thenceforth fhould be eftablifhed between them. 
A letter was alfo written by the Romans to Demetrius , requiring 
him to defift from vexing the Jews , and threatning him with 
war if he fhould not comply with their requeft. 

Demetrius , in the mean time, having received an account of 
the death of Nicanor * fent Bacchides and Alcimus , with the flower 
of his troops, into Judaa. This army confifted of 20,000 foot 
and 2000 horfe : but Judas had only 3000 men to oppofe them; 
and when the enemy entered Judaa , all his troops deferted him, 
J i' das de- except 800 men. Judas , however, trufting in that fuperior af- 
feated and fiftance which had hitherto accompanied him, ventured an en- 
flam by gagement; but being overborne by the numbers of the enemy, 
Alcimus was flain in the conflict; for which all Judah and Jerusalem. 
and Bac- made great lamentation. Jonathan and Simon , his brothers, 
chides. taking up his dead body, buried him honourably at Modin in the 

fepulchre of his forefathers. 

The apoftates and others, who were ill affe&ed to the true in- 
tereft and peace of their country, now refumed their fpirits, and 
began to create difturbances in different parts of the land. 
The Jews, for want of a chief, and partly thro’ a grievous fa- 
The Jews mine, were forced to acknowlege Bacchides their governor, who 
grievoufly no fooner got the whole country in his power, than he ordered 


perfect¬ 
ed. 


Jonathan 

defeated 


chides. 


diligent fearch to be made after the principal friends and ad¬ 
herents of the Maccabees , whom he caufed to be put to the moll 
torturing deaths. This perfecution feemed to exceed any that 
the Jews had fuffered fince their return from Babylon , and 
caufed a general defection j but many flying to Jonathan the 
brother of Judas , he at length fet himfelf to oppofe the Syrians. 
Bacchides endeavouring to furprize him, he fled with his follow¬ 
ers to the deferts of Tekoah , and encamped between the lake Jf- 
phar and the river Jordan . 

Not long after, Bacchides having made himfelf mafter of the 
pafs that led to their camp, attacked the Jews on the fabbath; 
by Bac - but they defended themfelves with great vigour, and flew of the 

enemy about 1000 men. Finding, however, that they mull at 
length be overpowered by their numbers, they call: tnemfelves 
into the Jordan , and fwam over to the other fide. Bacchides did 
not think fit to purfue them, but returned with his army to 
Jerufalem , and there gave orders for the fortifying and garrifon- 
ing luch places as were moll: likely to keep the Jews in awe. 
Among thofe were Beth or on, Jericho , Emmaus , 'Timnatha , Bett- 
fura , and fome others, efpecialfy the fortrefs of A era ; which 
laft having furnilhed with men and provifions, he fent thither 
the children of fome of the principal Jews, to be kept as 

hoftages for the fidelity of their fathers and friends. 

Aleimus The apoftat z Alcimus, the following year, finding himfelf maiter 

dies. of Jerufalem, gave orders for demolilhing a wall that had been 

Bef. Ch. built round the temple by the direction of the prophets HaggM 

160. an( i Zechariah , to feparate the holy part of the mountain from the 
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xvall, 

fud- 
and 
for 
De 


again in- 

O 

yades Ju- 

daa. 


ucmy ucaiii uutunaes returned to Antioch, 

left the j/nw and heathens to live in peace, which they did 

two years. In all probability lie was privately recalled by_ 

mtrius, in confequcnce of the letter written to. him by the 
Romans. 

About two years after the defeat of Jonathan, the adverfe fac- v / y 
don filled with envy againft his party, who nov/ began to re- accmaes 
eftablifh their affairs, follicited the king to fend Bacchides into 
Judea with an army, alluring him that Jonathan and his friends 
might be all cut off in one night. Demetrius having in the 
mean time got himfelf acknowleged king by the Romans , eafily 
hearkned to the apoftate Jews , and lent an army under Bacchi- 
h into Judesa. Jonathan , having notice of the plot, furprized 
fifty of the confpirators, and put them to death. Upon the 
approach of Bacchldes, he afterwards retired to Betbbaji , or, as 
Jofephus calls it, Beth lagan, a place ftrongly fituated in the de- 
fert of Jericho, which he and his brother Simon fortified and 
filled with all neceflary provilions for a fiege. Bacchldes came 
and laid clofe fiege to the place, the command of which Jona¬ 
than left to his brother Simon, and taking the field with a' fin all 
body of men, fo harrafled the befiegers, that Bacchldes began to 
think of returning to Antioch, and caufed many of thole who 


Judea 


Jonathan hear- 


ing that he propofed to raife the fiege, lent feme meflengers concluded 
with propofals of peace, which were accordingly agreed to. By betwixt 
the terms of this peace, all prifoners were releafed on both him an4 
fides; and Bacchldes having fworn never more to ail ofteniively 
againft the Jews, departed into Syria 
oath. As foon as Bacchides was ?one. 


Jonathan. 


at Michmajl: 


J' 


y 


& 

either 


T^emelrius 


in church or ftate. 

About five years after the departure of Bacchldes, 
was obliged ro take the field to defend himfelf againft an impof- 
tor named Alexander Balas, who, pretending to he the fon of 
Antioch us Epiphanes, claimed the crown. Demetrius, to fecure 
the Jews to his intereft, wrote a letter to Jonathan, conftituting 
nim the king’s general in Judesa , and authoriiine- him to raif<=> 
forces for his alnftance ; 


cy A 7 

f c?i3t t: an 
• r 

courted bv 


f*Mff*m* 1 tf < 


Vc;, 


which 
to him. 


command in? alfo that the hoftages 


were in 



• J‘ 

falen 


y 


fon, demanded the hoftages, which they accordingly delivered 

to him. There being now no danger in joining him, Jonathan 
foon found his army increase exceedingly ; fo that thole forces 
which Bacchides had left in garriibns all over the country, find- 
•ng.themfelves not ftrong enough to hold out againft him, left 
their fortrefles, and fled away. 

Vox.. I. H h 


Jonathan now 


* 

fettling at 

Jerujalem * 
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Jerufalem, began to repair the city and new fortify it on every 
fide. 


r » # 

Demetrius 


drawing Jonathan 


a moft obliging letter, in which he beftowed the high prieft- 
hood on him, and accompanied his letter with rich prefents, 
~ » and among them a purple robe and a golden crown. Jonathan. 

Jonathan reac Jily accepted of them, putting on the prieftly veftments on 

the feaft of tabernacles, in the eighth year of his government, 
the office having been vacant ever fince the death of Alcimus. 
Jonathan got himfelf chofen to the office alfo by the fuffrages of 
the JewiJn nation, and not without a fpecious right to it; for 
being of the family of Joarib , and confequently of the firft 
clafs of the Aaronic race, that was fufficient to entitle him to 


mad 
prieft. 


the line of Jofedek 


return 


Jonathan , : 
1 Demetrius 


fered him the fame things that had been granted him by Altx - 
under , adding befides many conceffions and privileges both to 
him and all his people in cafe he would declare for him. How¬ 
ever, Jonathan, whether thro’ refentment or diffidence, chofe 
elareTfor rather to enter into an alliance with his competitor. 

Alexander, Alexander , a few months after he had obtained pofleffion of 


He de- 


Cleop 


the daughter of the king of 

Jonathan. Many 


who con¬ 
fers great 
honours 


agypt, ac no 

affe&ed Jews went tnicner to exnmit tome accuianons agamic 
him; but Alexander caufed a proclamation to be made thro* 
the city, forbidding any fuch complaints to be brought before 
him. To mortify his enemies the more, he caufed him to fit 
by him in purple, confirmed all his former grants to him, made 
him veneraliffimo of Judea , and eave him fome other tides 


upon him. an( j government in his kingdom. 


JewiJb 
Judes 


where they fully enjoyed both religious and civil liberty, but 


Egypt 


7 


Dojitk 


two 


Jonathan 

eeft-ats 
Apollon ins. 


wholly difgufted the Syrians by his debaucheries, fo that Deme¬ 
trius, the fon of the late king, feized on Cilicia , and aflembled 
forces to recover the throne of his father. Apollonius , governor of 
Ccelefyria and Palejline, declared for the young Demetrius, whim 
Jonathan, remembring his alliance and obligations, ftuck dole 
to Alexander ’s intereft. The governor having advanced with 
an army as far as Jamnia , challenged Jonathan to fight him in 
the plain country. Jonathan marched from Jerufalem _at the 
head of 10,000 men, and took Joppa in fight of Apollonius and 
his army. Soon after he gained a compleat vi&ory over Apol¬ 
lonius, and having taken Azotus , whither the remains of the 
enemy had fled, he fet the town on fire and burnt it down to 

* 1 * ' 1 1 ^ m f-Viof* txrac in it. X uC 


Dag 


number 
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number of the flain, whether by the fword or by the flames 

amounted to 8000. Jonathan having plundered fome other 

neighbouring towns in the intereft of Demetrius , returned with 
their fp oils to Jerufalem. 

Ptolemy Philometor being called in by Alexander , his fon-in- 
law, to his afliftance, arrived in Palejline about two years after 
with a powerful army ; and received Jonathan with great kind- 
nefs, paying no regard to the complaints that were made againft 
him for the devaluations he had lately committed in thofe parts 
i A few months after Ptolemy abandoned the intereft of his fon- 
1 in-law, upon a fufpicion that he had formed a defign to mur¬ 
der him, and declaring for Demetrius , caufed the Antiochians 
to declare him king. Alexander , however, rifking a battle, 

was entirely defeated, and foon after flain in Arabia whither 
he had fled. 

While the young king was taking meafures to fecure the J 


46? 


Egypt 


a civil beliegea 


jwar about the fucceflion, Ptolemy having been killed in the Acra 
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was 


Jonathan 


During 


plaints being made againft him to Demetrius , 
appear before him at Ptolemais , where he pleaded his caufe fo 
well, and backed it with fuch rich prefents, that he was re¬ 
ceived into the king’s favour. He confirmed him in his ponti¬ 
fical dignity, and releafed Judea and the three toparchies of 
Ljdda, Apharema , and Ramatha from all taxes, for the annual 
payment of 300 talents. Jonathan , upon his return to Jerufa - 
Im, finding that it would be a long time before he could re 
dace the fortrefs, fent an embafly to rt — 1 
fie would withdraw the garifon. Dsm 

difturbed with the infurre£tions of rho 


Demetr 


Jonathan , if he would fend him 


wwjjiy w itii Luc 1c4uc.11 01 joTiawan , lr ne would lend 

j fome forces to quell the mutineers. Jonathan immediately 
Mm 3000 men, who joining his other forces, flew of the An- 
mums about 100,000 perfons, and obliged the reft to fubmit. 

The king, however, not only forgot his promife, but infilled, 
that the Jews fhould pay the taxes he had formerly remitted' 

to them, 

, De fJtrius, the following year, being driven out of his king- Jonathan 
J°m by Antiochus the fon of the impoftor Alexander, the new favoured • 
®§was no fooner fettled at Antioch , than he fent an embafly by Antio. 

!» Jonathan, confirming to him all the former grants, and add- chus. 

5*0 ^em fome others ; particularly appointing his brother Bef.*Chr. 

general of all his forces, governor of all the fea coafts 144. 

« 30 i the Ladder of Tyre, a mountain near that city, to the fron- 
te of Egypt, upon condition that thefe two brothers fhould 
®dare for him. Jonathan was eafily prevailed upon to for¬ 
ums old treacherous ally, and having accepted of the offers 
Y«tiocbus, raifed a confiderable army, and marched as far as' 

.“mofeus, forcing all places betwixt that city and Gaza to ac- 
“lowlege the new king. The forces of Demetrius . in the 
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mean time, having invaded Galilee, 'Jonathan marched thither, 
and defeated them, with the lofs o! 3000 men. Mean while 
Simon made himfelf matter of Bethfura , which had hitherto 
been garifoned by heathens and renegado Jeivs. 

The alii- Jonathan , on his return to Jerufalem , finding all things there 

in quiet, fent ambaffadors to the Romans to renew his alli¬ 
ance with the fenate; which was done with great readinefs on 
their part. In their return, the Jeivifh ambaffadors alfo, ac¬ 
cording to their inftru&ions, renewed the alliances with tho 
Lacedemonians and other Greek ffates with whom the Jews 
were in friendfhip. 

Mean while the Demetrian generals whom Jonathan had 
lately defeated in Galilee , having again drawn together a body 
of troops, he marched out again!! them, and met them on the 
borders of Syria. They being difappointed in a defign toftorm 
his camp, retired with great precipitation ; and Jonathan , to 
make himfelf fome amends for his difappointment, fell upon 
. fome Demetrian Arabs whom he defeated. He then marched 

towards Damajcus , and paffmg over the country thereabout, 
fuppreffed all the adverfaries to the intereft of Antiochus. Simon , 
in the mean time, marching into the land of the Philijlines , 
made them all fubmit to him ; and placing a ftrong garrifon in 
Joppa , returned to Jerufalem, where a great council of the na¬ 
tion was afi'embled to confult about fortifying the country. In 
Jerufalem this affembly it was refolved to repair all the forts, and to erect 
new ford- new ones where they were wanted. It was alfo agreed, that 
fied. the wall of Jerufalem fhould be repaired, and a new wall built 

between mount Sion and the reft of the city. All thefe whole- 
fome refolutions were executed with the utmoft difpatch, Jo¬ 
nathan overfeeing the work at Jerufalem, and Simon that in 
Judes a. 

In the end of this year, which was the 17th of the govern¬ 
ment of Jonathan, Tryphcn , one of the generals of Antiochus , 
who had been very inftrumental in fixing him upon the throne, 
refolved to feize it for himfelf; but judging that Jonathan 
would zealoufly defend the king’s right, he came with a pow¬ 
erful army into Judesa , and by pretending great friendfhip to 
Jonathan, who met him with 40,000 men, perfuaded him to 
cifband almoft all his troops, and to accompany him to Ptok- 
mais , the poffeffion of which city he promifed to deliver to 
him. Jonathan accordingly went thither with 1000 men; but 


Jonathan 
treache. 
roufly 
leized by 
Aryphon , 


he had no fooner entered within the walls than the gates were 
fhut, all his guards were flain, and himfelf made a prifoner. 

On this news the city of Jerufalem was ftruck with the 
greateft confternation, cfpecially as they were informed that 
Tryphon was drawing together all his forces to invade Judesa , 

ana that all the heathens round about were making ready to 

deftroy them. In this extremity they unanimoufly conferred 
the chief command on Simon, the only one of the fons of Mat- 
tathias that was now alive, chufing him at the fame time high 
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prieft, and promifing to follow him .thro’ all difficulties and 
dangers in defence of their religion and country. 

Simon being inftalled in his new dignity, finifhed the fortifi¬ 
cations of the city with the utmoft di(patch, and marched out . 
with an army to oppofe Trypbon , who perceiving the Jews . 
tcady to oppofe him, lent a deceitful meffage to Simon, declar¬ 
ing that he had feized his brother for a debt of 100 talents 
which he owed him, and that if he would pay the money ^ and 
fend the two fons of Jonathan as hoftages, their father fhould 
be immediately releafed. Simon eafiiy faw through this trea¬ 
cherous pretence ; but that he might not be blamed for any 
thing that fhould happen to his brother, he fent the money 
and the young men. The traitor, as Simon forefaw, ftill .de¬ 
tained Jonathan in chains, and having reinforced his troops, 
made an attempt to relieve the garrifon of Acra , but was pre¬ 
vented by a deep fnow, and forced to withdraw into winter 
quarters. He foon after put Jonathan and his two fons to death, who puts 
and iecretly murdering Antiochus , declared' himfelf king of Syria him to 
in his {lead. Simon carried off the bones of Jonathan and his death. 
fons, and buried them in the fepulchre of his fathers at Modin , 
where he caufed a ftately monument of white marble to be 

raifed, which remained feveral ages after. 

Simon , in the mean time, had lent an embaffy to the Roman rtl “ ance 
fenate to renew the alliance with that republic. The ambaf- with Kome 
fadors were to do the' fame with the Lacedemonians', and in both and*, parts. 
places they were received with the greateft honour. Copies of renewed * 
the treaties engraved on brafs being brought to Simon , he caufed 
them to be read before the great aflembly of the Jews. He 
loon after fent an embaffy with a crown of gold to Demetrius , 
v,h,j had lately been dethroned, and offered to acknowlege him 
0, king of Syria, and to affift him in the recovery of his king¬ 
dom, on condition that he confirmed him in all his dignities, 

2nd his countrymen in all privileges and immunities. Deme- 
irius , glad to accept the conditions, fent him a letter under the 
I royal fignature, by which he granted all his demands, together 

tvith a general amnefty and oblivion for all paft hoftilities, con- 

n* • ^ /n• s* • • . _ _ c aA *.ifu. nH/1 froa Siftion ere- 


ing his 


Jcwi/h 


a xcuiu uv/ui v ; . • 'n ‘ c U r t \,~ 

upon him the name and authority of the high prieft of the o 
Jews,, which dignities having been confirmed to him and to Jews by 
his defendants two years after by an aft of the Sanhedrin, Demetrius. 
from thenceforward all public a6ts were ordered to be made in 

Ms name. B - . • r , . 

Simon, upon obtaining the independant Sovereignty^ of the 
land, made a progrefs thro’ it, repairing the fortifications. in 
thofe cities and places where they were decayed, and making 
new ones in thole where they were wanting. He particularly 
fortified Beth fora and *Joppa<> which laft he made the lea-port 
of Judea and c ferufalem , tho’.** forty miles diftance fiom tpe 
capital f He alfo reduced the c*ty of Gazara y or .G e%er^ near 
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mean time, having invaded Galilee , Jonathan marched thither 
and defeated them, with the lofs of 3000 men. Mean while 
Simon made himfelf mailer of Betkfnra , which had hitherto 
been garifoned by heathens and renegado Jews. 

The alii- Jonathan , on his return to Jerufaletn , finding all things there 
ante with in quiet, fent ambaffadors to the Romans to renew his alii- 
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ance with the fenate; which was done with great readinefs on 

JeiviJh ambaffadors alfo, ac¬ 
cording to their inftructions, renewed the alliances with the 


Berne re¬ 
newed. their part. 


Lacedemonians and other Greek Hates 
were in friendfhip. 


Jm 


Mean while the Demetrian generals whom Jonathan had 
lately defeated in Galilee , having again drawn together a body 
of troops, he marched out againft them, and met them on the 
borders of Syria. They being difappointed in a defign to florin 
his camp, retired with great precipitation ; and Jonathan , to 
make himlelf fome amends for his disappointment, fell upon 
fome Demetrian Arabs whom he defeated. He then marched 
towards Damascus , and puffing over the country thereabout, 
fuppreffed all the adverfaries to the intereft of Antiochus. Simon , 
in the mean time, marching into the land of the Philijlines , 
made them all fubmit to him ; and placing a ftrong garrifonin 
Joppa , returned to Jerufaletn , where a great council of the na¬ 
tion was affembled to confult about fortifying the country. In 
Jerufaletn this affembly it was refolved to repair all the iorts, and to erect 
new ford- new ones where they were wanted. It was alfo agreed, that 

fied. 


Jcrnfal 


repaired, and a new wall built 


between mount Sion and the reft of the city. All thefe whole- 

feme refolutions were executed with th 


Judesa 


Jl 

falem , and Simon that in 


In the end of this year, which was the 17th of the govern- 
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who had been very inftrumental in fixing him upon the throne, 
refolved to feize it for himfelf; hut judging that Jonathan 
would zealoufly defend the king’s right, he came with a pow¬ 
erful army into Judesa , and by pretending great friendfhip to 
Jonathan , who met him with 40,000 men, perfuaded him to 
difband almoft all his troops, and to accompany him to < Ptole- 
tnais, the poffeftion of which city he promifed to deliver to 

him. Jonathan accordingly 


treache- }j e ^ a( j no f ooner entered within the walls than the gates were 


roufly 
leized by 
< Trjphon i 


{hut 


On this news the city 


Jerufaletn 


‘Tryphon was drawing together all his forces to inva dejudaa, 
and that all the heathens round about were making ready to 
deftroy them. In this extremity they unanimoufly conferred 


command 


of Mat 


tathias that was now alive, chufmg him at the fame time high 
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prieft, and promifing to follow him .thro’ all difficulties and 
dangers in defence of their religion and country. 

Simon being inftalled in his new dignity, finiftied the fortifi¬ 
cations of the city with the utmoft difpatch, and marched out 
with an army to oppofc Tryphon, who perceiving the Jews 
ready to oppofe him, lent a deceitful meffage to Simon, declar¬ 
ing that he had feized his brother for a debt of too talents 
which he owed him, and that if he would pay the money j and 
lend the two fons of Jonathan as hoftages, their father fhould 
be immediately releafed. Simon eafily Taw through this trea¬ 
cherous pretence; but that he might not be blamed for any 
thing that ftiould happen to his brother, he fent the money 
and the young men. The traitor, as Simon forefaw, ftill de¬ 
tained Jonathan in chains, and having reinforced his troops, 
made an attempt to relieve the garrifon of Acra , but was pre¬ 
vented by a deep fnow, and forced to withdraw into winter 
quarters. He foon after put Jonathan and his two fons to death, who 
and l’ecretly murdering Antiochus , declared himfelf king of Syria him 
in his Head. Simon carried off the bones of Jonathan and his death, 
fons, and buried them in the fepulchre of his fathers at Modin , 
where he caufed a {lately monument of white marble to be 
railed, which remained feveral ages after. 

Simon, in the mean time, had fent an embafly to the Roman Alliance 
fenate to renew the alliance with that republic. The ambaf- & ome 

fadors were to do the fame with the Lacedemonians ; and in both and Sparta 
places they were received with the greateft honour. Copies of renewed, 
the treaties engraved on brafs being brought to Simon , he caufed 
them to be read before the great afl'embly of the Jews. He 
icon after fent an embafly with a crown of gold to Demetrius , 
v/no had lately been dethroned, and offered to acknowlege him 
as king of Syria, and to aflift him in the recovery of his king¬ 
dom, on condition that he confirmed him in all his dignities. 


puts 

to 


granted all his demands, together 
ilivion for all paff hoftilities, con- 


2nd his countrymen in all privileges and immunities. Deme - 
wins, glad to accept the conditions, fent him a letter under the 
royal fignature, by which he 
frith a general am ncfty and ob 
ftituting Simon fovereign prince of the JcwiJh nation, and free- Simon cre- 
inghis land from all foreign yoke. From this time Simon tookatedprir.ee 
upon him the name and authority of the high prieft of theoi the 
Jews,, which dignities having been confirmed to him and to Jews by 
his defendants two years after by an act of the Sanhedrin, Demetrius . 
from thenceforward all public ails were ordered to be made in 
his name. 

Simon, upon obtaining the independant fovereignty of the 
land, made a progrefs thro’ it, repairing the fortifications in 
thofe cities and places where they were decayed, and making 
new ones in thofe where they were wanting. He particularly 
fortified Beth/nra and Joppa , which laft he made the fea-port 
of Judea and Jerusalem, tho’ \forty miles diftance from t|ie 
capital, He alfo reduced the t ; ty of Gazara, or Gezer, near 
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AZQtUSy 
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Azof us, and having planted it wholly with Jews , built an houfe 
there for himfelf. 

jcr.-i far- The following year, which was the fecond of Simon’s pon- 

rendered, tificate, the garrifon of A era offering to capitulate, Simon al¬ 
lowed them to march out peaceably ; and after their departure, 
propofed to the grand council to demolifh not only the fortrefs, 

*nd demo-but part of the hill on which it flood. This propofal being 

iilhed. generally approved of, the work was immediately fet about, 

and carried on with indefatigable afiiduity during the fpace of 
three years, every man taking his turn in it till the mountain 
was brought down to the level of that of the temple, that it 
might never more be in a condition to annoy it. Simon , in the 
meantime, employed great numbers of men in fortifying the 


Simon. 


mountain of the temple, where he built a palace for himfelf, 
About the fame time he declared his fon John , afterwards called 
Hyrcanus, who had given great proofs of his valour, general of 
all his forces, and fent him to live at Gazara. 

The year after the furrender of Acra, the affairs of the Jews 
being in a very flourifhing flate, their territories enlarged, their 
religion and liberties fecured, their towns and other fortrefles 
well garrifoned, their army under good difeipline, the fanhe- 
drin and great aflembly of the people, in gratitude to Simon 
and his family, confirmed to him all his dignities, as we have 
mentioned above, and entailed them on his pofterity. 

Demetrius king of Syria was at this time in Hyrcania, where 
he had been a.prifoner upwards of a year, fo that his queen 
Cleopatra defpairing of ever feeing him again, offered herfelf 
with her kingdom of Syria to his brother Antiochus, who was 

4 rticcb’ts t ^ len * n G reecc ' Antiochus accepting of her offer, immediately 
courts the wrote a letter to Simon, in which he confirmed to him and to 
favour of h' s liat i° n all the grants that they had obtained from his pre- 

decefl'ors, promifing him many other favours when he fiiould 
be fully fettled on the throne, and in the mean time granting 
the Javs a power of coining their own money ; which grant 
Simon immediately made ufe of. Antiochus, in the beginning of 
the following year, landing with an army in Syria, eafily drove 
out the ufurper Tryphon, and obtained the quiet poffeflion of 
his father’s throne. 

Simon, in the mean time, had fent an embaffy to Rome, to 
et his new dignities acknowledged by the fenate.. His am- 
aft'adors carried with them a prefent of a golden fliield of the 
value of about 50,000/. fterling. The Romans not only re¬ 
newed their alliance with Simon and the Javs in the manner he 
defired, but wrote letters to the kings of Syria, Egypt, Perga- 
mus , and Cappadocia, and to all the ftates of Greece, Afia Minor , 
and the ifles then in alliance with them, to threaten them with 
an immediate war if they fhould commit any hoftilities againft 
the Jews, or protect any tutors or fugitives of that nation 
ajraihit them. 

of Syria was addreffed to Demetrius^ 

the 



The letter to the kin 
the enterprifes of Antiochus not being then known at Rome. 
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the letter had been addreffed to Antiochus , it is probable he The in- 
qrould have paid little regard to it; for he had already fought gratitude 
an opportunity to quarrel with Simon. When he was befieg- of Antio- 


Dora 


Jt> him by Simon , and required him to furrender Joppa , Gazara . 
and the citadel of Jerufalem , or elfe to pay him 500 talents fo] 
each, and 500 more for the ravages which the Jews had com¬ 
mitted in his dominions. Simon anfwered, that he was willing 
to pay the 100 talents for Jo 1 J ^ 
reft which the Jews pofleflei 
tance of their forefathers. 

Antiochus diflatisfied with this anfwer, and at the fame time Cendebei 
fired with iealoufv at the account of the fplendor in which Simon invade# 

111 . /- . 1 1 i 7 7 .... *_ e t-1_1-1_ 1 _ 


ipa 


Jerufalem 


Pale/line , to invade J, 


Judea 


iaa with a powerful army. Cendebeus accordingly made feve- 

. . 1 * r . ,i . __•_r ~ ^-,~4 


2 


Jerufalem 


John 


foot and a proportionable number of horfe ; and being himfelf 
broken with age, he gave the command of the troops to his 
two fons .John and Judas, charging them on his blefling to imi- . 
tate the valour of their brave uncles. On the fecond day after He is to- 
they took the field, the two brothers engaged Cendebeus , and tally de¬ 
feated him, with the lofs of 2000 of his men. Judas being feated. 
wounded in the fight was forced to ftay behind; but John pm- 
fued after the enemy, deftroyed 2000 of them in fome ftrong 
holds near Azotus, which he burnt, and haraffed the reft, who 
fled with Cendebeus to Kedron, not far from the field of battle. 

After this vi&ory, the Syrians being driven out of thefe parts, 

the two brothers returned in triumph to Jerufalem. 

About three years after, Simon making a progrefs thro the Simon 

cities of Judah, came to Jericho , having in company with him treache- 

two of his fons, Judas and Mattathias. Ptolemy the fon of roufly 

Mbubus, who had married one of his daughters, being gover- murdered 

nor of the place under him, invited him to the caftle which he by his fon- 
’ «• •> • ’ —:-vi-The perfidious wretch hav- in-law. 


f Judea 


had built in the neighbourhood. 

ing formed a defign of ufurping .— 0 - -- ^ . - 

concerted the matter with Antiochus , moft inhumanly murdered 135 

his three guefts, and immediately difpatched a party to furpnle 
John , who was then at Gazara. John however, being in- Hynam 
Formed of what paffed by one of his father’s retinue who had fuccecds 
efcaped the {laughter, cut oft the party font by Ptolemy, and Simon. 
then haftening to Jerufalem , fecured that city and the moun¬ 
tain of the temple againft the traitor, who was refuted admit¬ 
tance into the city. The Jews immediately declaring him 
prince and high prieft in his father 3 ftead, he put himfelf at 
the head of his army, and provided every way for his own 
fafety and the fecurity of the city and country. Ptolemy find¬ 
ing his defigns fruftrated, wrote to Antiochus for his afliftance, 

O _ o , 11 or j _ M •M'/Mrtdon h/a manP hi IT 1 
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.-governor of it. Antiochus made hafte to take advantage of the 
commotions in Judaea, and immediately gave orders for af- 
fembling his army. Ptolemy, however, whether thro’ fear, or 
for what otiier real'on, did not think fit to ftay till his arrival 
but fled to Zeno, tyrant of the city of Philadelphia. What 
became oflhim afterwards, is no where mentioned. 

'John, innamed Hyrcan,\\ ot being able to keep the field aga inft 
befieges the numerous forces of Antiochus , retired into "jerufakm ? where 
Jer.jJen:. he was quickly befieged by the king, who divided his army 

into feven camps, and drew' two large and deep ditches round 
the city, which he fortified with 100, or, according to the 4th 


Antiochus 


«y» 

book ot the Maccabees, 130 towers. 


After the befieged had for 


The 7 >wj 
• * 

forced’to 
arree to 2 
dihr not¬ 
able peace. 


home time defended theijifelves with great vigour, Hyrcan , upon 
the approach of the feaft of tabernacles, font to defire a trpee 
of feven days, that they might quietly celebrate that feftival. 
Antiochus not only readily granted his requeft, but being fiirred 
up thereby to feme fenib of religion, lent the Jnvs a coniider- 
able number of victims with their horns guilt, together with 
feveral rich veflcls of gold and filver filled with precious per¬ 
fumes, and fome money and other neceflaries. This unexpect¬ 
ed infiance of the king’s piety and liberality, encouraged Hyr¬ 
can to propofe terms of peace, which he accordingly obtained 
from the king, whole heart feems to have been mollified to¬ 
wards the j esvs 5 for ns die beiieged were then in great dif- 
treis for want of proviiions, he was prefled by his army utterly 
to extirpate the whole nation. 

; agreed, that the 'Jews fhould deliver up their arms 
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,v r :\hm fhould be difmantled, and that tribute fhould be 
paid to the king r or Joppa and the other places held by the' 
jczvs.out of Jucuca. To prevent the king from infilling on 
leaving a garrifon in Jerusalem , and rebuilding the fortrels of 
Acre, Hyrcan agreed to give his brother and fome others as 
hofiages, and to pay 500 talents, 300 of which were to be paid 
immediately. To ruife this lum, Jofephtts fays that John was 
forced ro open the tomb of David , from whence he took out 
3000 talents ; a thing which had never been attempted before 
by any of his predeceflbrs, nor was after him by any, except 
by Herod. This llory, however, feems juftly exploded by the 

- ^ t T • 1 • I Y t I f . 1 


learned P> ’idea u x 


* • 
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it being both 


improbable that any wealth 
fhould have been buried in that fepulchre, or if there had been 
any treafure depofited there, that it fhould have remained for 
fo many agrs when Jcrujalan had been fo often plundered, and 
the pious Haze hi ah Had been forced to fir ip the gold from the 
temple to fiirply the exigencies of the fiaie. 

Hyrcan, after the con clufion of tills peace, feafied Antiochus 
in a fumptuoas manner in Jerufalcm, a: d was punctual in ful¬ 
filling his promifes till the'deafn of the king, which happened 
five years after in Parihia. John had accompanied him in that 
expedition ; but inftead of wintering in the enemy’s country, 
which proved the ruin of the king, he returned in the end of the 
campaign, when he took Alepto0, and laid it under a tribute. 
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jjpon.the death of Antiocbus, findingthat the ki/igdom H Syria 
was rent-, with inteftine difturbances, he enlarged his territories 
by feizing Madcba , Sa nice a, and fcveral other places in ' Syria, ' 


m 


by 

fbcenicia, and Arabia. 
•From this time 


w 

may date, the total deliverance of the Hyrcan 

ihakcs off 


Javs from the Syrian yoke ; for afterwards neither he nor any 
of his defendants paid either homage or obedience, to thole ^ -'J 'ruin 
monarchs. Hyrcan , in the fame year, turned his arms againft 
the 'Samaritansi and took Sbccbcm and Garizim , where he de- 
molifned the temple built by SanbaUat, after, it had ltood aco 


yoke 



g all thof 


obligin 
out of the land. 


no: be circum ifed to depart 
The Idimurmis ; however, chiding rather to 
foriake their old idolatry than their country, fubmitted to hi 
conditions, and were from that time incorporated into the 
Javifi commonwealth. 

A few months after Hyrcan fent an embafty to the Romans The Po¬ 
lo renew the alliance they had lately made with Simon his con- 
father ; which was readily confented to by the fenate, who alfo elude an 
Wared nidi and void all that Antiocbus or his fucceiTors had alliance 
done, or fhould do, contrary to the late league, granted the with him. 
J™ the pofleflion of "Joppa, Gyizara , and force other places Bef. kdir. 
which Antiocbus had taken from them, and ordered the am- 129. 


s 


bafladors a fum out of the public treafury to defray their charges 
homewards. 

This embafty having fo well fucceeded, Hyrcan the follow¬ 
ing year fent other ambafladors to Rome with frefti prefents, to 
thank the fenate for their laft favour, and to obtain a. ratifica¬ 
tion of all their former decrees in their behalf; all which was 
readily granted. By thefe alliances Hyrcan faw himfelf more 
and more ftrengthened in his dominions, whilft the kingdoms 
of Syria and Egypt were troubled with continual wars. Alex¬ 
ander Zchina, an impoftor, having ’ expelied Demetrius, who 
upon the death of Antiocbus had recovered the kingdom of Sy¬ 
ria , the ulurper was glad to make Hyrcan his friend; but be¬ 
ing killed four years after, and fucceeded by Antiocbus.Grypus,- 
this lalt fo relented it, that he was preparing to invade Judaea , 
but was prevented by a domeftic war, raifed againft him in the 
iixth year of his reign, by Antiocbus Cyzicenus, his half brother. 

Hyrcan did not intereft himfelf in their quarrel; but while 
they were harafiing each other, he heaped up immenfe trea- 
fures by the tributes v/hich he received both from his own now 
fiourifhing land, and from thofe countries which he had lately 

fubjeded to his dominions. The Samaritans at length com- fp rc 
mitting hoftilities againft a city in alliance with the Jews, Hyr- t:i \ es anc j 
«« went with his two fons, Arijlobulus and Anti genus, at the deftrovs 
head of a powerful army, and laid liege to Samaria . Having Sumaiia, 
iurrounded the city with a wall and ditch 4000 paces in cir- 

cit, the befiegcd were foon reduced to fuch diftrefs as to eat 

cats. 


an 
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A rapture 
betwixt 

him and 


cats, dogs other carrion. Antiochus Cyzicenus, at there 
queft ox the bcfieged, marched with a great army to their 1 
hef ; but was defeated by Arijlohulus, and purfued as Z ' 
Scytbcfolis. After this defeat the fiege was renewed with Lh 
vigour, that Antiochus was again applied to : but he nnt r> • 

to hazard a fecond battle, contented himfelf with fendinS 

commanded a part of thefe forces being routed and flab 
other betrayed the intereft of his mailer, and fold ScytioMs 
and fome other places in that neighbourhood to Hyrcan k! 
fnarid foon after furrendering, was entirely demoliffied hv 

lat e ter r c„ U d oThis r^'ign "*">'• " <luite & 

He had always fliewn himfelf a zealous favourer of the Phmi 
fees, on whom he had bellowed the moll confiderable polls: but 
an untimely piece of condefcenfion towards them, gave one of 
the heads ot that imperious feci, named Eleazar, an opportunity 
of throwing out a religion againft him. Having at an entertain, 
ment requelled them to tell him if he failed in any part of his 
duty, Eleazar defired him to quit the high prieflhood, as he wa^ 
unqualified for that office, his mother, as he alleged, having been 

a capt ive , and himlelf eonfequently unclean. ^The allegation 

the high pnell Hyrcan became a bitter enemy to their whole feel 
and gave himfelt up wholly to that of the Sadducces . A moft 
bitter enmity, therefore, from this time, rofe betwixt him and 
that revengeful feet, who ceafed not to raife troubles and fe- 

The death S’:T a S amft u . hlm during the lliort time he lived, and againft 

Lf.-Cht pTefthood% a yc:r Pt ^ «*** the 4 

107. Hyrcan left three Ions, according to the 4th book of Mac- 
. , . cabees , or five, according to Jofebh . 1 - - -' 

‘tf coulus tJj e names hut nf fmir nf 


jees 


fucceeds 
Hyrcan . 


was alfo called Judas , ai 

fondnefs for the Greeks. 
4. Ahfalom 


Arijlohulus , the eldeft, who 
furnamed Philellen , by reafon of his 
2. Antigonus. 3. Alexander. And, 

Arijlohulus 


inanity 


father in all his dignities, and having a great affedion for his 
brother Antigonus , he admitted him to mare the government 
with hun for fome ffiort fpace; after which, upon fome fufpi- 
cion or diilike, he caufed him to be put to death. The other 
three he kept dole prifoners during his fhort reign; and be- 
ca . l ’ e ^ IS m °ther claimed the fovereignty in virtue of Hyrcan s 
WI ’ not only fhut her up in a prifon, but there barba- 
roufly itaryed her to death. Soon after this he aflumed the 
title or kiny, and began to wear the royal diadem, which, if 
we may believe Jofephus, had never been done by any of his 
prcdeceffors. Having fettled his affairs at home, he made war 

on 
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en the Itureans , who were quickly reduced, and forced to be- 
fbme profelytes to the JevjiJh religion. Not long after he died His death, 
pf a vomiting of blood, filled with remorfe and defpair for the 
■jjiurder of his mother and brother. 

' Jrtfiobulus being dead, after reigning only one year, Salome Alexander 
his wife difcharged the three brothers out of prifon, and Alex- Jammus 

ander, furnamed Jannceus , who was the eldeft of them, mounted crowned. 

'the throne. His next brother having made fome attempts to 
fupplant him, he caufed him to be put to death; but the other, 
named Abfalom , being contented to lead a private life under 
him, retained his favour and prote&ion. Alexander being afubtle 
and warlike prince, and Syria being then torn with civil wars 
between the contending brothers Antiochus Cyzicenus and Anti- 
ccbus Grypus , he led an army in the firft year of his reign againft 
Ptolemais , and while he befieged that city, fent part of his 
forces to wafte the territories belonging to Dora and Gaza, 

Ptolemy Lathyrus king of Cyprus , landing with a powerful army His unfuc- 
in Phoenicia , Alexander was obliged to raife the fiege, and cefsful at- 
march to the defence of his own territories. Lathyrus , the tempt up- 
year following, took Afochis in Galilee , and in it 10,000 cap- on Ptole- 
tives, with much plunder, and foon after defeated Alexander , mats. 
who Lift 30,000 men flain, befides many prifoners. 

Cleopatra , who held the crown of Egypt from her fon Lathy- 
m, fearing that he would now turn his arms againft her, 
thought proper to enter into an alliance with Alexander , and 
the year after marched with an army to his affiftance. Alex¬ 
ander^ after having an interview with her at Ptolemais , returned 
to Jerufalem , and recruiting his broken army, crofted the Jor¬ 
dan and befieged Gadara , which he took after a fiege of ten 
months. Ptolemy Lathyrus , in the mean time, having failed 
back to Cyprus , his mother Cleopatra returned to Egypt. Alex¬ 
ander from Gadara marched to Amathus , another ftrong for- 
trefs on that fide the river, into which ‘Theodotus , the fon of 
Zrao, tyrant of Philadelphia , had laid up an immenfe treafure. 

' He foon made himfelf mafter of the place and of the treafure; 
but Tbeodotus, not long after, fell fuddenly upon him as he Heisde- 
was returning from the fiege, killed 10,000 of his men, routed feated by 
the reft, recovered all his wealth, feized on Alexander's bag- Tbcodotxs . 
gage, and carried off a confiderable plunder from his men. 

This defeat afforded great triumph to the Pbarifees , who took 
occafion from thence to vilify Alexander to the people. _ The 
king, however, was not, either by their calumnies or his late 
jofs, difcouragcd from purfuing his warlike views, but marched 
immediately after againft the Gazeans , who had afiifted Lathyrus. 

Having made himfelf mafter of Raphia and Anthedon , both 
within a few miles of Gaza , he thereby kept that city blocked « e razes 
up, and after a fiege of more than a year, at laft forced it to 

furrender, and afterwards razed it to tne ground. 

While he had been abfent with the army, the Phanfees , 
who bore a mortal hatred to him and his whole family, had 

&ken fuch meafures to exafpevate the people againft him by 

evu 
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evil furmifcs and (landers, that they at length openly reviled 
and affronted him in the groffeff manner. They chofe the feaft 
of tabernacles, on which folemnity, while he was performing 
the prieftly office at the great altar, they pelted him with 
citrons, calling him (lave, and adding other opprobrious lan- 


Hisfol- or king, 
diers fall them wit 
upon the reft. 

“Jews. Soon; 

»• • 1 


He 

marches 

ayainlt 

p 

5 bcodotus. 


The Pba- 

r/J'ees raife 
a rc bellion 
againft 
him. 


guage, which implied his unworthinefs o( being either high pried 
or king. Alexander was fo exafperated, that he fell upon 
them with liis foldicrs, and killing 6ooo of them, difperfed the 
reft. 

Soon after he took info his pay 6ooo mercenaries out of Ci¬ 
licia and Pi [tilla , and having by the terrors of his executions in 
fome mcalure laid the (form that was raifed again!! him at 
home, he marched over the 'Jordan and deftroyed the city of 
Amathus , Tbeodotus contenting himfelf with efcaping with his 
treafure. Alexander next fubdued the Arabians in thole parts, 
after which he laid the Moabites and the mountaineers of the 
land of Gilead under tribute. About two years after Alexander 
making war againft O be das , an Arabian king, was drawn by 
him into an ambufh, wherein he loft molt of his army, and 
hardly efcaped himfelf. On his return to Jerufalem , the Jezvs, 
who had long waited for an opportunity to (hew their diiaf- 
fe&ion, rofe in a rebellion againft him. He was, however, too 
wife and brave to be either furprifed or terrified by it, but 
quickly gathered a number of forces to make head againft them. 
A civil war immediately enfueu, which lafted fix whole years, 
during which above 50,000 of the rebels were (lain, befides 
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with any offers made to them by Alexander , invited Denutrm 
Euhecres , king of Syria , to their affiftance. He accordingly 

Jlid tea wifVi nn nrmr nf /in.nnn font anil XOOD tiori 
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fuch compaffion on Alexander , that 6000 of them came c/cr to 
him; fo that Demetrius fearing left the defection fhould en- 
creafe, left Judaea , and marched againft his brother Phi tip. Af¬ 
ter his departure, Alexander , the following year, again too., 
the field, and beat the rebels in feveral engagements, tho’ with¬ 
out being able to bring them to fubmiffion. 1 he year after, 

O _ Q _ - . 4 _ I. 


His cru¬ 
elty to the 
* 

rebels. 

Bcf Chr. 

86 . 


however, in a decifivc battle, having cut off the greater part of 
their army, he belieged the reft in the city pcihomc , which 
the next year was forced to iurrendcr to him. Having now 
put an end to the war, he let loofe the reins of his fuiv 
againft his prifoners in a moft barbarous manner. He earned 
800 of them to be crucified at Jerufalem in one way, and their 
wives and children to be butchered before their faces, while 


wives and children to be butchered before their faces, while 
they hung-dying on the erodes. Whether JoJ'epbus , who was a 
zealous Ph.ieifce , may not have exaggerated the account or 

Alexander 1 s barbarity, is uncertain. After this horrid cxecu- 
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tion the rebels quite difperfed themfclves, and during the reft 
of his reign the Pbarifaic fa&ion never dared to lift up their 
heads againft him. 

Many places on the borders of Arabia having revolted from 
Alexander , while he was engaged in his wars with his rebel 
fubjecfs, the following year he marched over Jordan to re¬ 
duce them, and after taking Pella and Dia , fat down before 
Gerafa , in which place was depofited the treafure of Theodotus. 

Alexander taking the city by ftorm, carried oft' all the rich plun¬ 
der, and obliged the inhabitants of Pella to leave the country 
becaufe they refufed to be circumcifed. During the two fol- He en- 
lowing years Alexander enlarged his conquefts beyond Jordan , larges his 
and took Gaulana , Seleucia , the valley of Antiochus and Gamala , conquefts. 
gripping one Demetrius who commanded in thefe two laft 
places of his principality, on account of many grievous mifde- 
meanours which were laid to his charge. Upon his return to 
'Jerufalem , where on account of his conquefts he was received 
with great acclamations, he gave himfelf to drinking and other 
debaucheries, whereby he contracted a quartan argue that ftuck 
to him till his death, which happened about three years after. 

All this while, neither his diftemper nor his pleafures, which 
heftill purfued, could alleviate his thirft after conquefts. While 
he was befieging Ragaba , a fortrefs beyond Jordan in the terri¬ 
tories of the Gerafcns , his diftemper carried him off in the camp. His death; 
in the 27th year of his reign. He left two fons at his death, B c f. <jir. 
but bequeathed the government of the kingdom to Alexandra -g. 
his wife during her life, and afterwards to which of her two 
fons (he fhould think fit to fucceed her. 

Alexandra , by his advice upon his death-bed, concealed his Alexandra 
death till the fortrefs had furrendered, ’when fine led back the his queen 
army to Jerufalem , and as he had counfelled her, applied her- fucceeds 
felf to the Pbarifccs , declaring that fire intended to govern him. 
wholly by their advice and confcnt, defiring them to treat her 
hufband’s body as they pleafed for the injuries Ire had done 
them. This policy had the defired effect. The Pbarifees , glad 
to fee themfelves again at the head of affairs, were beyond 
meafure lavifh in their praifes of the deceafed king, and extol¬ 
ling him for a great conqueror and patriot, beftowed a rnoft 
magnificent funeral on him, applauding above all his wifdom in 
bequeathing his government to the queen. 

Alexandra conferred the high priefthood on her eldeft fon She is re- 

Hyrcanusi who was then about 33 years of age, and put trie concilcd to 

chief adminiftration of her affairs into the hands of the Phan - the Phcrri- 

fees. The firft thing they obtained of her was a total revoca-who 

tion of all the edi£ls which H.yrcan the firft and the late .king become 

had made againft their conftitutions and traditional doc- very info- 

trines ; the next was an amnefty for all their faction, together lent. 

with the releafe of fuch of their brethren as had been confined 

iince the civil war ; and the third was the recalling of all thefe 

who had been either baniflied or forced to fly the country on 

that 
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that account, and their being reftored to the pofleffion of their 
eftates. 

The ,W- Having by thefe three decrees greatly ftrengthened their party, 
(hum per- the following year, they proceeded to demand juftice againft 
fecuted. all thofe who had counselled the king to crucify the 800 rebels 

lately mentioned, which was in effect againft all thofe who had 
fupported him in that war. Thefe perfecutions were continued 
feveral years, tho’ much againft the queen’s mind; becaufe 
they having feduced all the people to their fide, fhe could, no 
otherwife than by fubmitting to them, keep peace at home, 
tho’ fhe had two powerful armies on foot on the borders of her 
kingdom, which made her a terror to all her neighbours. At 
length, in the feventh year of her reign, fome of the moft con- 
fiderable perfons of the perfecuted party having got the prince 
Arijlobulus at their head, came in a body to the royal palace, 
and befought the queen that fhe would put an end to their 
mifery. After reminding her of their faithful fervices, they 
begged that if fhe could not ftop the rage of their enemies, 
they might have leave to depart the land, and feek for fafety 
elfewhere; or elfe that they might be fent into the feveral 
garrifons of the kingdom; to which laft demand the queen 
confented. 

The Jews The following year Tigranes , king of Armenia and Syria, 
afraid of having befieged Selene , a pretender to the Syrian crown, in 
being in- Ptolemais , with an army of 500,000 men, Alexandra , who was 
vaded by under no fmall apprehenfions that he would invade her domi- 
Tigranes. nions, fent ambafladors to him with large prefents, to court 
Bef. Ch. his favour and defire his friendfhip. Tigranes received the am- 
70. bafladors with all feeming kindnefs, and granted the friend- 

fhip that was defired ; but not fo much Out of regard to the 
queen as to his own affairs, the Romans having then routed 
Mithridates , and threatened to invade his dominions. 

The The queen was fcarcely rid of this danger before file fell into 

queen’s others. A fit of ficknefs which feized her about this time, 
ficknefs. ma de Arijlobulus believe that her death was near at hand, and 

that it was high time for him to think of fecuring the king- 
Her dom for himfelf. Having left Jerufalem in the night, he pri- 
youngeft vately vifited all the garrifons where his father’s friends had. 
fon at- lately been allowed to refide, and in 15 days time fecured to 
tempts to his intereft zz of thofe fortrefles. The Pharifees , in the mean 
fecure the time, being greatly alarmed, prevailed With the queen to de¬ 
kingdom. dare Hyrcan her fucceflor; immediately after which fhe died 
Herdeath. in the 73d year of her age, and the gth of her reign, to thein- 

expreflible grief of the rtsarifaic faftion. 

The Pharifees , by their oppreffive adminiftration, having 
rendered themfelves odious to the people and army, great num¬ 
bers now flocked to Arijlobulus , who took the field againft his 
brother. As the two armies were going to engage in the plains 
of Jericho , Hyrcanus was deferted’ by the greateft part of his 
forces, fo that he was obliged to come to a treaty with his bro¬ 
ther, in which it was agreed, that he fhould make a refigna- 
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Am of the crown and high priefthood to AriJlobulus? and fub- Uyrcu.. 
mit to live quietly upon his own private fortune. Hyrcan , who obliged to 
was a dull, indolent man, without ambition, made no difficulty fubmit to 
to yield to thefe conditions. his youno-- 

Antipater , a noble Idumaan of an enterprifing difpofition, who er bro- ** 
had been brought up in the court of Alexander , was greatly dif- ther. 
gufted with this treaty. He had obtained the government of Idu- 
ma from Alexandra? and in hopes of ftill railing his fortunes, he 
had adhered to the in ter eft of Hyrcan as prefumptive heir of 
the crown. As he defpaired of an accommodation with Arijlo- /{hater 
lulus , his reftlefs ambition prompted him to raife new trou- ca b a l s 

bles in Judaa , in hopes of fereening himfelf from the refent- w ith the 

ment ol the king. He filled the difeontented Pharifees , and A bar if us 
many of their followers, with fears and jealoufies of the king, J 

whom they looked upon as an ufurper, and by privately treat¬ 
ing with Aretas? king of Arabia Petraa , engaged him to help 
Hyrcanus with an army. But his greateft difficulty was to ex¬ 
cite Hyrcanus himfelf to the undertaking. Having at length, 
however, perfuaded him that he had no choice but either to 
reign or die, and that if he continued in Judaa his life was 
in danger,, he perfuaded him to accompany him to Aretas. 

This prince having obtained a promife from Hyrcanus that He per- 
he would reftore the places which his father Alexander had fuades 


Judaa 


party, gave battle to AriJlobulus 


Jews of Hyrcan 


Jerufalem. Aretas entering that metropolis 
without oppolition, drove him and his few men, moft of them 
priefts, into the precindls of the temple, and there clofely be¬ 
gged him, committing fome very outrageous adts. As the 
feaft of the paffover happened during the fiege, they ftipulated 
to allow AriJlobulus lambs fofnthe feftival, on condition of re¬ 
ceiving iooo drachmas of filver for each ; but when they had 
received the- money, they refufed to fend the vidtims. One 
mas? celebrated for his holy life, was brought by them from 
the defert, whither he had retired, and ordered with threats to 
curfe the befieged; but becaufe he prayed, that the curfes of 
neither party might be heard againjl the other , they immediately 
Ironed him to death. They were not long, however, from 
feeling the efFedts of the divine vengeance. All their fruit and 
grain was foon after deftroyed; and about the fame time they 
fell under the yoke of the Romans? which while they remained 


fhake 


s 


Scaurus , one of the lieutenants of Poinpey? who had conquered The two 


t feus? Ariflobu, 


f 4- - AUWUi UU 11X ill IV llig 11UW y 1U Lll<ll XI live re- 

jntas being threatned by him, thought proper rather than courfe to 
draw upon nimfelf the refentment of the Romans? to raife the the Ro- 
“Pge and retire. 

fesmen. and amn 


AriJlobulus 


Cephalion , the brother of Antip 
the fame time Pompey being come to Damafi 


received 
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cdved ambafl'adors from all the neighbouring: ftates, and 


among the reft Hyrcanus and Arijiobulus lent their deputies, dc- 
firing both his protection and the determination of the contro- 
veriy depending betv/een them. Pompey being obliged tore- 
turn to Pontus , decided nothing in the affair till the following 

The' f va : t Y ear > w^enthe two brothers. appeared before him in perform 
‘ n L Damn feus, accompanied with a great number of '/civs, many 

i am- r • \ i • n i i i i i ^ n 7 J 

of whom declared againlt both the nroincrs. I he Roman ce- 


p £ j 


neral heard 
lad or of 


ai aeciarea agamic duui me mouicib. i ne rcoman ge- 
iard all parties with feeming partiality ; but the ambaf- 
f Arijiobulus having the year before imprudently made, 
feme complaints againft Gabttuus and Sea urns, Pompey was in¬ 
fluenced by them to 'favour Hyrean , tho’ he did not yetdifeover 
his inclination. He difmifled the brothers with fair words, pro- 
mifing, that as loon as he had fubdued Areins. he would come 


him felt 



Dam _ 

there armed the country in his defence. Pompey having foon 
reduced Areias , returned to Damafcus , and hearing that Arijh- 
l'ulus was making warlike preparations, he entered Judaea with 


s army, and fummoned Arijiobulus to come to him. Arijh- 
dus was then in a ftrong cable named Alexandrian , on the 


hi 

hi 

frontiers ot 


f Juci 


U.U 



towards Samaria , and by the pertuaiions of 
his friends went down two or three times and conferred with 
Pompey , fparing neither compliments, protnifes, nor prefents 
to engage him on his lidc. Pompey , however, on his laftcom 
hard treat- ing down to him, forced him to ngn orders for the delivery 
meat of of all his caftics to the Romans. Arijiobulus highly relented the 
Aeiflabu- force that was put upon him, and no fooner got out of Pond 
Ls. pry's hands, than he fled to jernfalem , and there prepared for 

war. 

Pompey foon after drawing nearkhe city, Arijiobulus repented 
of what he had done, and went and threw himfelf at his feet, 
begging him to forbear any hoflilities againft the JcwiJh na¬ 
tion, and promifm 
con (id oration. 


Pompey 

marches 
t° ‘Jirufa - 

hm. 



him a confidcrable fum of money on that 
e garrifon, however, fhutting the 


Satesl 


againft the Roman troops that were fent to receive the money 
and telling them that they would ftand to no fuch agreement. 
Pompey ordered Arijiobulus , whom he had kept with him, tobf 
put in chains, and marched dircsftly with his whole armyi 
againft the city. The party of Hyrcanus , which was the mol 
powerful, admitted Pompey within the walls, while the othe 
faction retiring to the mount of the temple, broke down th 
bridges over the deep ditches and valleys that furrounded it 
He makes and fo refolved to defend the place. Pompey , however, beir. 

afliftei by Hyrcanus and his party, who fupplied him with tn 
matter of neceflaries for a fiegc, and the hefieged thinking it unlawful 

to obftrueft the eiiemy’s works on the fabbath, or to ufetnei: 
arms unlefs they were aflaulted, he made himfelf matter ol 


himfelf 


tiie city 

and tem¬ 


ple. 


the place (word in hand after three months, when 12,00001 

the befieged were killed by the Romans , bcfldcs many moo 
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contrary faiftion acted with greater fury and cruelty againft 
them than the heathen. 

The city was taken on the very day on which th 
were keeping a folemn faft in memory of its having been formerly 



__ Nebucbadne%zar\ and what is moft furprifing, during 

the whole time of the aflaults, the priefts never intermitted one 
moment the divine fervice of the temple, but continued to offer 
up their ufual prayers, praifes and facrifices, and with the ut- 
moft conftancy fuffered their own blood to be mingled with 
the blood of the facrifices which they were offering. 

Pompey , tho’ furprized at their conftancy* caufed all the pn- 
foners that were found to have been moft zealous againft him 
to be put to death. He likewife, being accompanied with feve- 
ral of his chief commanders, not only entered into the holy 
place, but alfo into the holy of holies ; which profanation the 
Jews were exceedingly grieved at, and moft highly refented, 
alcribing all the misfortunes that afterwards befel him to his 
impiety on this occafion. Tho’ he found in the treafuries of 
the temple 2000 talents in money, befides its utenfils and other 
things of a great value, he not only forbore to touch any of 
them, but ordered the temple to be purified next day, and the 

divine fervice to be performed as ufual. 

Having demolifhed the walls o fjerufalem, he reftored Hyrcan 
to the pontifical dignity with the fpccious title of prince, but 
made him thenceforth tributary to Rome, and prohibited him to 
allume the diadem or royal ftyle, or to extend his territory be¬ 
yond the old borders of Judes a. All the cities which had been 
gained by his predecefl'ors in Ccelcfyria and Phoenicia were taken 
from him and reftored to Syria, of which province Scaur us was 
left governor at the head of two legions. Pompey foon arter 
,fet out fox Rome, and took with him Arijtsbiuus and his two 
fons Alexander and Antigonus, with his two daugnters 
adorn his trfumph. Alexander, while on the journey, found 


fit to 


new troubles. 


Judaea 


r 


As foon as Hyrcan found himfelf rid of his rival brother, he 
elapfed into his former indolence, leaving the care of his affairs 
to Antipater, who like a true politician failed not to turn the 
opportunity to his advantage and to the aggrandizing of his m- 
mily. As*he forefaw that he could not eaiily compafs ms ends 
unlefs he endeared himfelf to the Romans, he tnerefoie fpared 
neither pains nor coft to gain their favour. He furniihed pro- 
vifions to Scaurus, who had engaged in a war with ^rctas, and 
likewife prevailed on Aretas to purchale a peace rrom the Roman 

general for 300 talents of filver. . 

Alexander the fon of Arijlobulus foon after having gat acred toge¬ 
ther an army of 10,000 foot and 1500 horfe, feized and roitmed 
Akxandrium, Machaerus, and feveral other ftrongcaftles, andbe- 
gan in the feventh year of Hyrcan to make frequent mcurlions 
into Judaea, Gabinius the Roman prefidentof Syria being called m 

v'ol.i. u .»>y 


He pro¬ 
fanes the 
temple. 
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by Hyrcan to oppofe him, defeated him near Jerufalem. Sooii 
after, by the interceflion of Alexander's mother, a peace was 
concluded, upon which Alexander delivered up all his fortreffes 
being allowed to depart with pardon and impunity for all that 
was paffed. Gabinius having demolifhed the fortreffes returned 
to ’jerufalem , and confirmed Hyrcan in the priefthood; but 

alteration ma ^ e a very confiderable alteration in the civil government, 

which had hitherto been managed under the prince by two 
forts of councils or courts of juftice, one confining of 23 per- 
fons called the leffer fanhedrim, and the other of 72 perfons 
called the great fanhedrim. ~~ 


Gabinius 
makes an 


in the 
Jenui/b 
govern¬ 
ment. 


Thefe 


Arijlobu lus 


Of the firft, there were two in 
Jerufalem and one in every other city j and of the fecond, there 
was one only always fitting in the temple of Jerufalem. ~ 
courts Gabinius aboliftied, and then dividing the whole pro¬ 
vince into five feparate diftri&s, in each of them he erefted an 
independant court of juftice, and the nobles being appointed 
judges, got the fovereign power into their own hands. 

_ Towards the end of this year, Arijlobulus having with his fon 

eicapes in- Al nt ' l g onus made his efcape from the Romans and returned to 
to Judeea. J u d&a* there raifed new troubles. He quickly affembled an 
J ’ army of 8000 men; but being defeated by Cafenna , Marl 

Anthony , and Servilius , fent againft him by Gabinius , and foon 
after taken prifoner by them, he and his fon were fent back 
to Rome , where he remained a prifoner, tho’ his children were 
. afterwards fet at liberty. Gabinius , during the two following 
years, being engaged in an expedition into Egypt in favour of 
Auletes who had been driven from the throne, Hyrcan , or ra¬ 
ther Antipaier , not only furniftied him with ftores, arms and 
money, but wrote to the Jews of Onion near Pclufium to fa¬ 
vour the Romans , which contributed not a little to the fuccefs 
of the expedition. 

In the mean time great difturbances had arifen in Syria , 
which was filled with free-booters, who ravaged without con- 
troul. Alexander the fon of Arijlobulus , at the head of a body 
©f men, alfo ravaged Judaa ; but upon the return of Gabinius 
from Egypt j he was defeated by the Romans near mount Tabor 
with the lofs of 10,000 men, and the reft were totally difperfed 
Gabinius returning to Jerufalem , fettled the JewiJh affairs at 
cording to Antipater's mind, and was then recalled to Rome. 
Craffus's The following year Crajfus arrived in Syria as his fuccelfor, 
treachery with the defign of making war on the Parthians , in hopes 
and facri- thereby of acquiring immenfe wealth. He came with part o' 

his army to Jerufalem to feize the treafures of the temple. Elea 
zar a prieft, who was then treafurer, offered to deliver to him' 
rich bar of gold which weighed about 750 pounds, and was con¬ 
cealed in a hollow beam of wood, if he would fpare the othe 
treafures of the temple. CraJJus folemnly promifed with an oath,I 
that on receiving this bar of gold he would meddle with no 
thingelfej but it was no fooner given to him than he plan 
dered the temple of every thing valuable, not fparing even th 
facred utenfils. The whole of his facrilegious plund 
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amounted to the value of 10,000 talents, which is above two 
millions of our money. Crajfus, the year after, being flam by 
the Parthians, C. Cajfius brought back the remains of the -Ro¬ 
man army to Syria, and entering Judesa, befieged Tarlchaa , a 
city on the fouth fhore of the lake Gennefareth , where Pitolaus 
had fhut himfelf up with the few remains of Arijlobulus’s fac¬ 
tion. Cajfius having taken the place, carried away 30,000 
prifoners j but, by the advice or Antipater , put Pitolaus to 
death. 

Three years after, fulius Ceefar having made himfelf matter Arijlohului 
of Rome, fet Ariftobulus at liberty; and thinking that he might pononed. 
be of fervice to him againft Pompey’s party ih Syria, propofed to r 
fend him thither with two legions; but the king, before he could 

f et out of Rome , was poifoned by fome of Pompey’s party, 
lis fon Alexander was foon after put to death at Antioch by yK 
Mctellus Scipio, the fon-in-law of Pompey , and prefident of 
Syria. 

The fetus remembering the indignity that Pompey had offered Antipater 
to their temple, were now zealoufly attached to Ceefar ; and affiils Ces~ 
when he was engaged in the war of Alexandria, whither he hady£>- in 
purfued Pompey, Antipater with 3000 yeivs joined the forces that Egypt. 
marched to his aflittance, and greatly diftinguifhed himfelf in 
Egypt. Ceefar, as a reward for his fervices, gave him fome 
confiderable polls in his army, made him procurator or lieute¬ 
nant of fudesa , and citizen of Rome ; which places he held 
with great credit all the time of the war. The Roman general 
alfo confirmed Hyrcan in his priefthood, added to it the princi¬ 
pality of yudeea , to be entailed on his pofterity for ever; re- 
ftoring likewife to the fezuijh nation their antient rights and 
privileges, and ordering a pillar to be eredled whereon his de¬ 
cree Ihould be engraved. 

Being foon after obliged to march againft Pharnaces , in his 
paflage thro’ Syria he was met by Antigonus, the fon of Ariflobu- 
lus , who, having complained of the hard fate his father and 
brother had met with, he prayed to be reftored to his father’s 
principality; but Antipater being then with Ceefar, juftified 
Hyrcan and himfelf fo well, that Antigonus was repulfed as a 
fattious and turbulent perfon, and they were both acquitted. 

Ceefar befides confirmed his former decree in favour of them and CnfaSs 
of the yeivijh nation, and caufed it to be engraved on brazen gratitude 
tables in Latin and Greek, and to be hung up in the temples to the 
of Tyre , Sidon , and Afcalon, as well as in the capitol at Rome. Jews. 
Hyrcan foon after fent ambafladors thither, who renewed the 
alliance betwixt the Romans and fews, the treaty being pub- 
lilhed in all the principal cities of the empire. The ambaffa- 
dors likewife obtained a decree allowing the walls of yerufalcm. 
to be rebuilt, and the city to be fortified. 

Antipater having taken leave of Ceefar on the borders of Sy- 
r ja, returned to yerufalcm , and fet himfelf about putting Cee- 
/fi/’s decree in force, and fettling the yewijh government, ac¬ 
cording to its antient model, before the alteration made b'y Ga- 

l i 2 hinius . 
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limits. Having now four fons grown up to maturity and a 
daughter, he appointed his eldeft fon, named Phafael , governor 
of 'Jerufalem , and Herod his fecond fon governor of Galilee 
whilft he and the high prieft took a progrels about Judaea. 

Herod , who at this time was about 25 years of age, foon 
lignalived himfelf by the fuppreflion of a band of robbers, 
whofe chief, named Hexekiah, with fome others of his compa¬ 
nions, he caufed to be immediately put to death, and thereby 
reftored quiet and fecurity to that part of the country. The 
Jews, however, who now began to envy the profperily of An¬ 
tipater and his family, laid hold of this opportunity of accufing 
Herod ; and reprefented to Hyrcan how dangerous it was for 
him to fuffer the fon of a proielyte, who had already engrafted 
the chief honours of the ftate, to arrogate to himfelf fueh an 
unlimited authority as to put a number of men to death with¬ 
out trial. Hyrcan excufed his proceeding; but they renewing 
their reprefentations, at length obtained a citation from him 
to fummon Herod to anfwer for it before the fanhedrim. Herd 
accordingly came j but as he made his appearance in a purple 
robe, and furrounded with his guards, he fo overawed that 
great council, that they all fat blent, without faying a word 
againft him, till Sameas , a man of great wifdom and integrity, 
rofe up, and complained of his unjuftifiable boldnefs, in ap¬ 
pearing not as a criminal, but as if he meant to make the 
adminiftration of juftice more dangerous to the judges than the 
malefadbor. But this, fays he, turning to the high prieft, is 
not fo much to be imputed to his infolence as to your weak 
partiality ; yet know that this perfon whom you fereen from 
the juftice of the laws, will be a fcourge to you all. Ac¬ 
cordingly it fo afterwards happened ; for when Herod came to 
be king of Jndeaa, he put every one of them to death, except 
this Sameas and Polllo his matter. 

The court being roufed by the fpeech of Sameas , and in¬ 
clined to condemn Herod, Hyrcan adjourned them till next day, 
and in the mean time Herod , by his advice, fled from Jertdaim, 
and took refuge at Damafcus with Sextus Ccefar, the pros feet of 
Syria , who received him. with great kindnefs, and, in confi- 
deration of a fum of money, beftowed upon him the govern¬ 
ment of Ccelefyria. PIcrod foon raifed an army in his new pro¬ 
vince, and marched with it into Judaea , with an intent to have 
depofed Hyrcanus, and cut off the w 7 hole fanhedrhn ; but his fa¬ 
ther Aniipater , and his brother Pbafael, met him, and dii- 
fuaded him from it j fo that, for the prefent, he dropped his 
refentment. 

Two years after, Hyrcan obtaining a frefh decree from Julius 
Cafar for the fortifying of Jenjalem, Antipater caufed the 
walls to be rebuilt with the utmoft difpatch; and that metro¬ 
polis was foon after raifed to its former fplendor and ftrength. 
Ceefar granted feveral other privileges to the Jews , mentioned 
at length in Jofephus j but that emperor being this year mur- 
dared at Rome, great confuftons immediately happened all over 

* • • • the 
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the Roman empire, and particularly in Jit dev a. Sextus Ceefar , 
the year before the death of the emperor, was murdered in Sy¬ 
ria ; which province was immediately feized upon by Bajjits, 
who, having no authority from Rome, was afterwards befieged 

in Apamed. 

Gajfius , one of the murderers of Ceefar , came and took the OJJtat- 
command of this army ; but foon entered into an accommo- feizes up. 
dation with Bajus, and made himfelf mafter of all Syria, on Syria. 
Having aflembled an army of twelve legions, he was forced Bef. Ch. 
to require large fums from the Syrians and Jews , and taxed 43. 
Judeea at 700 talents. Antipater required his fons Phafael and 
Herod to levy one half of the fum, and ordered the reft to be 
railed by one Mali chits and his affociates. Herod being the firft, 
that brought in his quota, thereby very much recommended 
himfelf to the favour of CajJius. Pbafael brought his money foon 
after ; but Gophna , Emmaus , Lydda , Tbamna , and fome other 
cities of Judeea , being found tardy herein, CajJius caufed all the 
inhabitants to be fold by auction; and would have put Mali- 
chits to death, if Hyrcan had not redeemed him at the expence 
of 100 talents. Cajfius foon after marching againft Dolabella, 
left the government of Ccslefyria to Herod, as an earneft of his 
future friendfhip. 

During his abfence, Malichus , whp was a Jew* and next in Malichus 
authority to Antipater , being filled with envy that an Idumcan confpires 
fliould be preferred to himfelf, raifed a powerful faction of the againft 
heads of the Jews againft Antipaier ; but finding that he could Amjater, 
not take him off by force, he feigned a reconciliation, which and caufes 
was of great fervice to himfelf; for Antipater interceded in his him to be 
behalf with the governor of Syria, who intended to have put poifoned, 
him to death. Malichus ftill bafely retaining his enmity, foon 
after caufed Antipater to be poifoned at an entertainment with the 
high prieft, whofe butler he had bribed, and then immediately 
feized the government of Jentfalem with an armed force. The 
traitor folemnly protefted his innocence to Herod and Pbafael, 
who diffembled their refentment; but only waited for an op-, 
portunity of revenge. Soon after, Caffnts having taken Laocli- 
cca, all the chief lords of Syria and Palejline haftened thither 
with their prefents and congratulations. Herod pretended to 
accompany Hyrcan and Malichus thither •, but took an opportu¬ 
nity to cut the latter off by the way. 

Cajfius , the following year, being obliged to march to Smyrna New trou- 

to join Brutus, the faction of Malichus at Jerufalem, headed by bles in 
his brother, rofe in arms to revenge his death; and having Judaea. 
gained Hyrcan on their fide, and Felix the commanaer of the 
Roman forces, put Judeea again into a flame. While Felix at¬ 
tacked Phafael in Jerufalem , the brother of Malichus reduced 
Majada and fome other fortrefles of Judeea. Phafael drove J!° an 
Felix out of Jerufalem ; and Herod being recovered from an „ 
illnefs which had detained him fome time at Damajcits , forced e ^ a . 3! 
the brother of Malichus to furrender Majada , and capitulate t“«r 
for his life. The two brothers having thus fuppreffed the fee- power. 

I i 3 tion. 
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tion, reproved Hyrcan for his bafenefe in the fevereft terins ; 
but were foon after reconciled to him, by the marriage of He¬ 
rod with Mariamne , the beautiful grand-daughter of that 
pontiff. 

The fadlion, however, foon revived under another head; for 
they called to them Antigonus the fon of Ari/iobulus , and, under 
pretence of reftoring him to his father’s throne, raifed new dif- 
turbances. He was fupported by Ptolemy the fon of Mentions 
prince of Chalets, who had married his filter, by Mareon prince 


of Tyre, and by Fabius governor of Damafcus. But he had 
fcarce entered jfudesa, when he was totally defeated by Herod , 
who returned in triumph to Jerufalcjn. 

They ?re Brutus and CaJJtus being totally defeated, the following year, 
accufod by by OSiavius and Marc Anthony , the latter came into Afta, to 
the J,-cws fettle the Afiatic provinces. Upon his arrival in Bithynia, where 
before M. he was attended by vaft crowds of ambalfadors from all the 
Anthony, neighbouring Hates, the Jews came to prefer a fevere accufation 
jj e f. Chr. againft Herod and Phafael, as having ingroffed all the power 
48. and adminiftration of judaa. But Herod, who then waited on 

Anthony, fo far prevailed with him, partly by money and partly 
by intereft, that he would not fo much as hear his accufers. 
Anthony foon after, at the requeft of Hyycanus , publilhed an 
edidl, ordering all thofe jfeivs whom Cajfius had formerly fold 
by auction to be reftorea to their liberty and lands. Upon his 
arrival at Daphne near Antioch, 100 of the moll confiderable 
among the Jews again waited upon him to prefer the old com- 
Tjisy are plaints againft the two brothers. Anthony having given them a 
favoured full hearing, alked Hyrcan whether the two brothers or their 
bv An- accufers were fittell to govern the Hate under him; and being 


tb(}iy. 


anfwered in favour of the two brothers, he declared for them, 
and, as a farther mark of his friendlhip, made them both te- 
trarchs, put c Judeea under their care, and wrote a letter to the 
fanhedrim in their favour. Fifteen of the moll turbulent of 
the accufers were fent to prifon, and would have been put to 
death, if Herod had not interceded for them. All this onlyex- 
afperated that faction the more, and produced a third embafly 
of 1000 perfons, who went to Tyre to wait on Anthony, who, 
inftead of hearing them, ordered the Tyrians and his foldiers to 


fall upon them, fo that many of them were killed, wounded, 
and taken prifoners. The fadtion Hill venting their refentment 
againft Herod J Anthony ordered the JewiJJj prifoners to be put to 
death. 

The Par- Soon after, the inhabitants of Syria and Palejline being 
titans af- grievoufly opprefled by the taxes laid on them by Anthony, im- 
ijft Anti- plored the affiftance of the Parthians, who, while Anthony was 
ponus. wafting his time in Egypt, made themfelves mailers of Syria and 

Phoenicia as far as Tyre, and next year entered info a treaty with 
Antigonus to place him on the throne ofjfudtea, in confideration of 
1000 talents and 500 'Jevuijh women to be given to the Parthians. 
Antigonus and the Parthians accordingly entered Judtsa, and 

being joined by great numbers of defeated thofe who 

were 
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having been admitted into the city, many fkirmifhes happened 
between the two parties, one being in poffeflion of the palace, 
nnd the other of the mountain of the temple. 

<U1 “ i_!_^ i__ j__ 


two 


Herod 


blood, came to an agreement, that Pacorus , who was encamped obliged to 
with the without the city, fhould be invited, to mediate % from 


a peace between them. 


both 


Herod 


perfuaded Phafael and Hyrcan to wait on Barzanes , whom the 
king of Parthia had appointed governor of Syria. They —* 
fufpe&ing any treacherv. followed his advice, and were 

made priToners. 

jertifalem in the night, taking with him all ms family, the heit 
of his effe&s, and as many foldiers as he could, for their guard, 
and made the belt of his way towards Idumea , whither he ar¬ 
rived, after frequently repulfing the enemy, who endeavoured 


to flop his march. Having left his mother, his bride, and the 


city, JerufJt. 


Jofeph 



Ma 


of obtaining affiftance from Malchus king of Arabia , who had 
lately fucceeded his father Aretas. This--- 

A .1 r - TT _ 7 1 _ 1 


Herod 


dered him to quit his dominions; fo that he was forced to dif- 
m ifs fome of his attendants, and make the beft of his way for 


Egypt 


left jerufalcm 


Phafael 


the country round about, and then made Antigonus king of 7 a- being be 

- '.. t r., r '* n chains. Pha - 


fad 


him Hyrcan and Phafael 


ivixw V* mam # ' , . p. 

tioner, beat out his brains againft the walls of the prilon. 
Hyrcan s life was fpared ; but to incapacitate him for the ponti¬ 
fical fun&ion, he caufed him to be maimed, by cutting off his 

and then delivered him to the Partbians, who, on their 

return, left him at Seleucia . . , 


trayed, 
kills him- 
felf. 


ears 


Herod. 


Jerufah 


Brnndufi 


Herod's 
fuccefs at 
Rome. 


uy uiv W«iy v/i iwvhkj —. J . * _ ■ T3 1 

addrefTed himfelf firft to Anthony^ and then to OSfjiVianus* Partly 
by his intreaties, and partly by the promife of a large lum ot 
money, he fo worked upon them, that they performed more for 
him than he expe&ed, or even defired. The utmolt.of his aim 
was to have had Arl/lobulus, the grandfon both oi Hyrcan and 
the late Arl/lobulus, and the brother of his beloved Martamne ., 
fettled on the throne, and himfelf to have been at the head of 
the Jewi/h affairs under him i whereas the triumvirs actually 
refolved to procure him the crown ; and haying introduced him created 
to the fenate, prevailed with them to declare him king, and king of 

. 7 1 -1 T% __ hpinnr jf* 4 sor* 
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people. Herod 


then foiSy inaugurated in the capitol! left Rome, where he Bef. Chr 


hild Vrtiiicu Winy »trv*4 vujej —--- lsfld^d, 

114 
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landed at Piolemais , having fpent but three months in all this 
journey,.both by lea and land. 

On his arrival, his firfi: care was to relieve his mother, filler, 
and other friends, who had been clofely befieged in MaJJ'ada 
ever iince his departure. He quickly aflembled an army of fo¬ 
reigners and jewsy and being joined by fome Roman auxiliaries, 
made himfelK mailer of airnoft all Galilee ; after which he re¬ 
duced Joppa, and then marched to the relief of Majfada, where 
he totally routed the beiiegers, and purlued them afterwards to 
Jerufalem , which city he befieged. Sillo, who commanded the 
Roman auxiliaries in his fervice, was not greatly in his intereft, 
and encouraged his foluiers to mutiny, under pretence of 
wanting necefiaries. He even allowed his troops to plunder 
"Jericho , and then difmiffed them into winter quarters, which 
he made Herod provide for them in Idumea , Samaria , and 
Galilee. 

Herod , however, (till kept the field; and having fent his bro¬ 
ther Jofeph into Idumea with 1000 foot and 400 horfc, marched 
himfelr to Samaria ; and leaving his mother and family in that 
city, he proceeded to Galilee , where he reduced feveral fortref- 
fes, and afterwards defeated a numerous band of thieves. Early 
the following fpring, he employed his troops in extirpating the 
remains of the banditti, who had taken ihalter in the caves of 
the mountains. He caufed iron chefts to be made, and filling 
them with foldiers, let them down from the precipices by chains 
to the caves, where they attacked the robbers, and, by this 
means, he at length fuppreffed them for fome time. Many of 
them, however,who had fled over th ejordan, returned to Galilee 
after his departure from thence •> fo that he was obliged to march 
back again# them, and at length, with difficulty, quite rid that 
province of them. 

Herod now refolved to apply himfelf vigoroufly to reduce Je- 
rufalem ; but Macbeerus, the commander of the Roman auxilia¬ 
ries, which confided of two cohorts and 1000 horfe, employing 
his troops only in plundering the Jews indiferiminately, Herod 
went to Anthony at Sarnofata , to complain of their behaviour, 
leaving the condudt of the war in Judeva to his brother Jofeph. 
He performed fignal fervices to Anthony during the liege or Sa- 
mofata ; in requital of which, when the city was taken, Anthony , 
upon his departure from Syria , ordered Sojius , his lieutenant, to 
affiit Herod with all his forces. Herod , on his return, found his 
affairs flrrangely altered for the worle. His brother Jofeph 
having, contrary to his inftruclions, ventured to act offenuvely, 
was flair:, with great part of his forces, before Jericho j which 
occasioned the total revolt of Galilee , where the wealthieft of 
Herod’s party were barbaroufly flung into the lake of ’Tiberias. 
Idumea was alfo on the point of revolting, when Herod appeared 
at the head of a frefh army, and in a little time reduced thofe two 

provinces again. 
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The following year, having affembled a powerful army, he His mar- 
again marched tojernfalem, and having ordered works to be riage wih 
thrown up again ft the place, he went to Samaria, and there Maritime 
confummated his marriage with Mariamnc , whom he had be¬ 
trothed four years before. She was a lady of extraordinary 
beauty and great virtue, and, in all laudable qualifications, ae- 
complifhed beyond moft others of her time. As the Jews had 
a zealous affe&ion for the family of the Afmontediis , Herod 
thought that by marrying this lady out of it, he fhould the 
eafier reconcile that people to him. On his return to his army 
before Jerufalem , he was joined by Sofus, with 11 legions and 
6ooohorfe, befides fome auxiliary troops hired from Syria. The 
beiieged, who were very numerous, made a moft defperate, 
tho’ an unlkilful defence ; but the Romans , on the fortieth day 
after their arrival, found means to fcale the outward wall. Ten He rmfccs 
days after, they got within the fecond, and made themfelves himfelf 
mailers of the lower city; when the befieged betook themfelves mailer of 
to the higher, and to the temple, where they fuffered very much Jtrvfuim 
thro’ famine, it being the fabbatic year. At length, after a five 

months clofe fiege, Herod having ordered a general afiault, the 
beiieged were forced to fubmit. 

The Romans filled the whole city with blood and llaughter. 


ravaging 


Herod 


voured, by threats and force, to reftrain them, and made loud 
complaints to Sofus ; but he, inftead of checking the rapacity 
and barbarity of his troops, anfwered, that it was their privi¬ 
lege to plunder a city that was taken by afiault j lb that Herod 
found himfelf under a neceffity of faving both temple and city 
from all further devaluation by a large fum of money. Ant'i- 
pmf, upon feeing all loft, furrendered himfelf to Sofius, and 
call himfelf in a very fubmiflive and abjecft manner, at his feet, 
imploring mercy: but Sofus , infulting him for his meannefs of 
fpirit and want of courage, caufed him to be put in chains, 
and foon after fent him to Anthony at Antioch. Anthony at firft Anti^onus 
intended to have referved him for his triumph; but Herod not put to 
thinking himfelf fafe in his kingdom while he was alive, pre- death, 
vailed with the Roman general, by continual follicitations and fief. Chr, 
a large fum of money, to put him to an ignominious death fjy 
the hands of the lictor. The city being taken, put an end to 
the reign of the Afmonte an s, after it had lafted, from the be¬ 
ginning of the government of Judas Maccabaus to this time, 

129 years. 

As foon as 

Judaa, he b< o _________ __ _ ___ ______ _____ 

bulled coffers, and the fupprefling of the dppofite faction; rdpn in a 
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|his treafure was diminilhed by the large fums he was forced 
l °give to the Romans, he reimburfed himfelf by the forfeiture 
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of them to be feized and put to death. He cut off all the coun- 
fellors of the great fanhearim, except Pollio and Sameas , who, 
during the fiege, were for receiving him as king; telling the 
people, that on account of their great fins, they had nothing 
elfe to expe& but to be delivered to him. 


Ioifiy of 

Hr,can 


--— *.- r -nt, Herod refolved to 

con ^ er that office on a perion of obfeurity, and accordingly fent 
for one Ananel from Babylon , who was of the pontifical family, 
and of his acquaintance, and conferred that dignity upon him, 
Hyrcan , in the mean time, lived happily at Babylon , where he 
was greatly refpedfed by the Jnvs ; but he no fooner heard 
that Herod was king, than he earneftly defired to return to his 
native land, perfuading himfelf that he fhould meet with grate¬ 
ful returns from the king, whofe life he had formerly faved. 

_ - A M 1 I • t « • « « * 


Tyre an 

9 

inpru- 


Herod was very 


fhould 


dsntly re- crown; ana having fent him a kind invitation, Hyrcan left 

Babylon , contrary to the advice of all his friends, and returned 

-i i .i i • z 1 n • • i 


tirns to 


■fakm. to Jerufalem 
J fhew of ’ ‘ 


HtroT s 

dcmeftic 

ja-s. 


of Arijlobultis 


and Mariamne , was not a little offended that an obfeure Baby- 
lonijb prieft fhould be preferred to the high priefthood, to the 
prejudice of her fon. As her follicitations had little effect upon 
Herod , fhe wrote to Cleopatra queen of Egypt , who had gained 
an intire afeendant over Anthony , to influence him in behalf of 


ifiebuh 


piieih 


o 


?! 


J 


--J — 

Ar'iflobulus 


Herod 
jealous 


feventeen years of age, and by this means reftored peace to his 

family. _ _ ‘ 

Alexandra having thus obtained the high priefthood for her 
fon, thought that, as it was his right, fhe might, by the fame 
means, procure him the crown, and therefore went on intri¬ 
guing with Cleopatra j which Herod foon difeovering, he con¬ 
fined her to her palace, and fet fpies upon her. This fhe re¬ 
lented with great indignation, and therefore formed a defign to 
make her efcape, and to carry her fon with her into Egypt) 
whither they were invited by Cleopatra. Herod having d11 co¬ 
vered their defign, feized them upon the road ; but for fear of 
Clcopatj-a , not daring to refent what was done, he pretended 
out of clemency to pardon them both, and was outwardly re¬ 
conciled to them. From this moment, however, he refolved to 
get rid of the young prince j and an accident happened, foon 
after, to haften his death. 

At the following feaft of tabernacles, the new high prieft, 

vi.Virv nnc vt very hpantifnl nprfnri- tall anrl in tV»p rStnvearof 


leaious ox — ■ j * % * + * + — * \ 

his opu age, appeared at the altar in his pontifical ornaments, and 

larky ' " °ff* c i ate d with fuch majefty and grace, that the people thought 


^iey beheld all the merit and grandeur of his anceftors revived 

m him. They could not forbear filling the temple and the city 

with 
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th his praifes; which raifed the tyrant’s jealoufy to fu 
wee, that as fbon as the feftival was over, he went with 
Jericho, and there caufed him to be drowned as he was h 


mg 


in 


fifli 


Herod 


49t 

Caufes 
him to be 

murdered. 


death pafs for an unlucky accident, by putting himfelf into 
thedeepeft mourning for him, and expending large jfums on his 
funeral. 


But his hypocrify was feen through, and detefted by all, 
and particularly by Alexandra , who was inconfolable for 
p. lofs of her fon, and would not havp u,.*. 


the lofs of her fon, and would not have furvived it, but 
for the hopes of having an opportunity of being revenged Cd t0 u P ~ 
on the tyrant. She acquainted Cleopatra with his treachery; pCar - 
and that princefs, moved rather by her ambition and ava¬ 
rice than by a fenfe of pity or horror for the crime, ceafed 
not to follicit Anthony, till file prevailed with him to call Herod 
to an account for this wicked fa£L Anthony accordingly fum- 
monedi&ra/to appear before him; but, upon receiving large 
prefents from the criminal, he moft bafely abfolved him, and 
compenfated Cleopatra's avarice with the province of Ccele- 

fjria. 

Herod , when he went to appear before Anthony , left his uncle 
Jtfcph in the adminiftration of the government, and gave him 


Htrod 

fummon- 


pcar be¬ 
fore An¬ 
thony, wha 

acquits 

him. 


Jafeph in the adminiftration of the g 

txprefs orders, that in cafe Anthony mould put him to death, he 
(hould not fuffer his beloved Mariamne to furvive the firft news 
of it, that none, as he pretended, might enjoy fo great a beauty 
but himfelf; but in reality to fecure the fucceffion to his brother 
Pheroras. Salo?ne , the fifter of Herod and wife to Jofeph , having Fatal dif- 
been once upbraided by Mariamne with the meannefs of her fenfior.s in 
original, now refolved to gratify her refentment in the moft his family, 
bloody manner; and when Herod returned, accufed Mariamne 
of a criminal intimacy with Jofeph, being content to facrifice 
her hufband, rather than not obtain her revenge on the other. 

Jfeph, during Herod's abfence, had daily vifited Mariamne, 
either upon bufinefs, or to pay his refpe&s to her as queen; in 
which vifits he would often take occafion to extol the greatnefs 
of Herod' s paflion for her j and, as a proof of what he alleged, 
at length indifcreetly blabbed thefecret orders he had received. 

The queen looking upon thefe orders as a proof of his jealoufy 
and inhumanity, conceived a great hatred againft him. Herod, 
tho’ filled with jealoufy on hearing the accufation of Salome, yet 
at the firft interview with Mariamne, was convinced of her in¬ 
nocence, and made great proteftations of his ardent love for 
her. Yes, indeed, faid fhe, it is a notable fign of your love 
to order your innocent wife to be put to death, in cafe you 
mould die yourfelf. At thefe words, Herod's rage and iealoufv 


Fatal dif- 
fenfions in 


Herod 


including 


Jofeph 


I wic point or itaDDing ner to tne nearc; out tno ms 

love for her interpofed, he ordered his uncle immediately to be 

executed, without giving him leave to fpeak for himfelf. 
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The king’s domeftic troubles were for a while diverted, by 
the coming of Cleopatra into Judaa , in her return from the 
Euphrates , whither (he had accompanied Anthony. As the had 
favoured Alexandra , and had prevailed, on Anthony to beftow 
upon her the fertile territories of Jericho , Herod , who was 
thereby deprived of a confiderable revenue, now confulted upon 
means of putting her to death ; but was diffuaded by his friends 
from this defign, and endeavoured to gratify her avarice by 
magnificent prefents. She, however, having in vain follicited 
him to an amour, departed full of relentment. 

Two years after, a civil war breaking out between Osiavi- 
anus and Anthony , Herod raifed a confiderable body of forces to 
affift the latter ; but was defired by him to turn his arms againft 
Malchus king of Arabia , who had neglected to pay the tribute 
of part of his territories to Cleopatra. The. Egyptian queen 
endeavoured, by this means, to revenge herlelf on Herod , and 
hoped that if one of the kings fhould be flain in the war, his 
territories would be conferred on her. Herod at firft obtained a 
fignal victory over Malchus ; but in a fecund engagement in 
Ccelefyria , Athemon , the lieutenant of Cleopatra in thofe parts, 
joining with Malchus , the greateft part of the Jews were cut in 
pieces, their camp plundered, and Herod himfelf with difficulty 

efcaped. 

Not long after, another calamity happened to him, from a 
terrible earthquake, which deftroyed about 30,000 of the inha¬ 
bitants by the falling of the houfes. The great lofs which the 
kingdom fuftained by this calamity, obliged him to fue to the 
Arabians for peace : but they having it rumoured among them 
that the deftruefion was much greater than it was, defpifed his 
offers, put his ambaffadors to death, and immediately invaded 
Judaa , expecting to have found it deftitute of all defence, it 
was with the greateft difficulty that Herod kept his men from 
abandoning him ; but having at length difpelled their fears, and 
offered the ufual facrifices, he marched to the other fide of the 
Jordan , and gave them two fuch fignal defeats, that he forced 
them in their turn to fue for peace, and to accept it on his own 
conditions. 

Anthony 1 in the mean time, being intirely defeated at Aftium 
by Odiavianus , Herod , who had always followed the party ol 
the former, was now apprehenfive of the refentment of the 
latter. As Hyrean ftill lived, and his daughter Alexandra hafl 
begun to try to gain fome advantage from the late change ol 
affairs, Herod thought he could not be fafe while Hyrean wai 
alive; and having drawn him into a plot, caufed him then t< 
be beheaded, after he had palled the 80th year of his age. Hem 
next fecured Mariamne and her mother irr the caftle of Alex¬ 
andria, under the care of Schemas and Jofeph , two. of his chie 
confidents, ordering them to put the two princefies to death 
if he fhould not return. He fent his mother and lifter, wit! 
the reft of his kindred, to Maffada ; and committing them 
and the government of his kingdom, to his brother rherom 

orders 
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Augvjius ; 
who con¬ 
firms him 
in his roy¬ 
alty. 


« now was 
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ordered him, in cafe he fhould mifcarry, to affiime the crown 

to himfelf. _ . 

Having thus fettled his affairs at home, he fet out to meet Goes to 
QSavianus , m hopes of making his peace with him; and being foliicit the 
admitted to an audience at Rhodes , when he came into his pre- favour of 
fence he laid afide his diadem, and in his addrefs to him freely 
owned all that he had done for Anthony , and what he was far¬ 
ther ready to have done, had he accepted of it from him? 

«This (he faid) he thought himfelf obliged to by the friend- 
« (hip that was between them •, and he would be pleafed to think 
“ the like friendfliip worthy of his acceptance, fince Anthony 

as wholly loft, he Ihould be ready with the fame fide- 
« lity to ferve him.” Oftavianus, pleafed with the frank and 
generous manner^ in which Herod delivered himfelf, accepted 
the friendfliip which he offered ; and ordering him again to re- 
fume the diadem, confirmed him in the kingdom. Herod in 
return made magnificent p relents to O Ravi anus and all his 
friends, and from this time had more of his favour and 
friendfliip than any other tributary prince of the Roman 

empire. • : 

Herod returned to Judaa much pleafed at his fuccefs ; but all His hap- 
hisjoy was foon embittered, by the ill reception he met with pinefs dif- 
from his beloved Mariamne and her exafperated mother. Ma- curbed by 
rirnne having drawn the fatal fecret from Sohemus, received the domdlic 
careflcs of Herod with fighs, tears, and all other marks of grief jars, 
and difdain, and, concealing the true caufe of her refentment, 
was continually upbraiding him with the murder of her neareft 
relations. By this provoking treatment his patience was almoft 
quite worn out; but hearing that Augujlus was arrived in Syria, He re- 

~ alem, and went to meet him at Ptolemais, where he ceives Au 


he left Jenjalt 
entertained hi 


him and his army with incredible magnificence, gujlus in a 
When Augujlus returned from Egypt, Herod gave him the fame magnifi- 
magnificent reception as he palled thro’ Syria ; in recompence cent man- 
of which Augujlus made him a prefent of the 4000 Gauls ncr. 
which had ferved as guards to Cleopatra , and reftored to him 

1 . • 1 u r * 4 7 /n .1 TT m . , 1 


the territories and revenues of Jericho, Gadara, Hippon, and 
Samaria, in the inlands, and thofe of Joppa, Anihcao, Gaza, 
and the tower of Straton, on the fea-fide. 

Herod, when he returned, found nothing but trouble and 
vexation at home, alt his careffes being rejected by Maria?nne 
with the utmoft averfion; which fo provoked and enraged him, 
that he could hardly forbear laying violent hands upon her. 
When he was in the height of his rage, $7/^having bribed 
his cup-bearer, fent him in to him to acquaint him that Mari¬ 
amne had offered him money to poifon him. Herod immediately 
ordered the favourite eunuch of Mariamne to be put to the tor¬ 
ture ; but all he confeffed was, that fomething which Sohemus 
had told the queen had put her out of humour. 

The king’s rage being heighten’d by this difeovery, he caufed 
Sohemus inftantly to be put to death j and having packed a fet 
of judges out of fuch as were his creatures, brought Mariamne 


He is 
hated by 

Mariamne, 


before 
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Marianne before them, to be tried for her life. The judges finding 1™ 

the vehemency with which Herod in perfon prol'ecuted the ac- 
cufation, that no other fentence but that of death would be ac¬ 
ceptable to him, accordingly patted it upon her. Herod pro- 
pofed to have imprifoned her in one of his cattles; but Mom; 
and his mother Cvfirus. knowing how ant he was tn rplo„rI 


unjuftly 
put to 

death. 


- ^ -- — — — --^ -- --— 

ceptable to him, accordingly pafled it upon her. 


and his mother Cyprus , knowing how apt he was to relapfe 
into his former fondnefs, would not let him be quiet till he had 
ordered her to be put to death. Mariamne received the fatal 
fummons with an heroic courage, and marched to the place ot 
execution with incredible ferenity, receiving the fatal ftrokc 
with great firmnefs and conftancy. 

Herod's Her odds rage being quenched with the blood of this amiable 

lemorfe. princefs, his love to her again revived, and his mind was filled 

with the moft bitter remorfe, which would not let him reft ei¬ 
ther day or night. Wherever he went the thoughts of Mari¬ 
amne purfued him, and caufed bitter reflexions in his breaft, 
which he endeavoured to ftifle by wine, company, and other 
diverflons : but none of them relieving him, he at length fell 
into downright diftra&ion, and would often call for Mariamne , 
and order his fervants to bring her to him. A grievous petti- 
lence which happened foon after, and fwept away multitudes 
of people, added a frefli load to his mifery. He withdrew him- 
felf, under pretence of hunting, to feme of the neighbouring 
deferts, and from thence to Samaria, where he was detained 
for fome time by a violent ficknefs. Upon his recovery, he re- 


oy 

turned to Jerufalem , having fome time before caufed Alexandra. 
to be murdered, becaufe fhe, in expectation of his death, had 


made fome attempts to get into her pofleflion two of the chief 


Hiscru- cattles of the kingdom, 
elty. his cruel and bloody difpofition, and, at the perfuafion of Salome , 

put her fecond hufband, named Cojlobares , an Idumean , to death, 
with feveral other principal perfons of the Afmoneean fa&ion, 
whom (he accufed of having entered into treafonable defigns. 
He intro- Herod having rid himfelf of the Afmoneean race, and of their 
duces hea- moft confiderable partizans, began to ftiow a difregard to the 
thenifh Jewijh religion, and made bold to bring in foreign rites and 
cuftoms. cuftoms. He built at Jerufalem a theatre and an amphitheatre 

in honour of Augujlus , celebrated games and exhibited fhews in 
The Jews them, which highly offended the Jews. Ten of the boldeft of 
confpire them at laft formed a confpiracy againft him, and entered the 
againft theatre with daggers under their clothes; but their plot being 
him. difcovered, they were all put to death by tortures. The peo¬ 
ple, however, were fo exafperated againft the informer, that 
they cut and tore him to pieces, and caft his flefli to the dogs. 
Herod having found out all who were concerned in this murder, 
put every one of them to death ; which exafperated the Jews 
ftill more againft him. Herod judging it prudent to have 





e now began more and more to indulge 


He intro- 


thenifh 

cuftoms. 


He re- 


other places of ftrength to depend upon befides Jerufalem , let 
about building feveral other cities and fortrefles. He caufed 


builds Sa - Samaria to be rebuilt and fortified, and, in honour of Augmus, 

gave it the name of Sebajle , which fignifies the fame in Greek 


maria. 


as 


o F T H E 


ORLD 


as Amfttis in Latin . He alfo fortified and garrifoned the tower 
of Straton, which, in honour of the emperor, he called Ccc- 
fam. Gabala in Galilee , EJlbmonitis in Percsa , and fome other 
fortreffes, were likewife built and garrifoned by him. 

About the fame time, which was the 13th year of his 
rei<m, Judaa was vifited by a grievous drought, which brought 
on a famine, and ended in a raging peftilence, of which great 
multitudes daily died. Herod having exhaufted his treafury by 
his buildings, melted down all his plate, and with it bought 

iuj o j , . ^ 1*1 1 vn _ 1 _ 1 • r 1 


Egypt 


• eft's, but to the Jews preferably to any of the reft. _ This ge- 
nerofity did for the prelent change their hatred into admi¬ 
ration, and his praifes were for a while the main fubjedt 

difrourfe ; but as he foon relapfed into his cruel 


of their difcourfe; 


were for a while the main fubjedt 


as he foon relapfed into his cruel 


% 


JudaciU 

fiifted ' 
with fi 
mine ai 

peftilexe. 


and lavage humour, their love was as foon turned into hatred 


3p<urif 

The land having recovered itfelf from the late calamity, Herod 
Herod proceeded with his buildings. He particularly eretfted a erefls a 
magnificent palace on mount Sion , the higheft part of Jerufa- ftately a- 
hi, and continued to adorn and embellilh Cafarea . This ] a ce at*, 
year, which was the 14th of his reign, he married another rvfalem 
Mariamne , a woman of extraordinary beauty, who was the 
daughter of a JezviJh prieft of Alexandria , on whom he con¬ 
ferred the high priefthood, after having difpoffeffed Jefus the fon 
©f Phabaus of that dignity. 

Two years after, Herod fent his two fons by Mariamne , He fends 
named Alexander and Arijlobulus , to Rome for their education, his two 
Mio, his intimate friend, was ordered to provide a houfe for fans to 
them; but the emperor took that care off his hands, and af- Rome. 
figned them apartments in his own palace; and further to ex- Bcf. Chr. 
prefs his friendfhip to Herod , he gave him full power to name 21. 
which of them he pleafed to be his fucceflor. At the fame 
time he likewife added to his kingdom the diftriefts of Trachoni- 
tis, Auranitis or Iturea , and Batanca , which were fituated be¬ 
tween Libanus and Peraa. Augujhis flopped not his kindnefs 
here; but two years after, having made a progrefs into the 
eaft, added another diftridl to the government of Herod, and 
appointed him his procurator in Syria , and forbad his governor 
there to undertake any thing without his knowlege and advice. 

He likewife, at the requeft of Herod , conferred a tetrarchy on 
Pberoras. In acknowlegement of all thefe favours, Herod Herod fla 
built unto him, near the mountain Pancas , at the fource of the ters the 
Jordan , a fumptuous temple, all of white marble ; by which emperor, 
idolatrous flattery, and other like compliances with heathen 
ufages, he farther alienated from him all thofe Jews that were 
zealous for their law and the religion of their forefathers. 

Herod alleged in his excufe the neceflity he was under of gra¬ 
tifying Augujhis and the Romans ; but the difeontents among 
the people increafing, he prohibited all meetings at feafts 
and dubs, and all other afiemblies of many together ; and placed 

fyies in all quarters to bring him conftant intelligence how 

all 
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le propo- 


all matters went, he himfelf frequently in difguife coneealin 
himfeif among his fubjedts. Finding that the difcontents were 
very high, he endeavoured to exadt an oath of fidelity from the! 
peonle; but this new impofition was fo ftrenuoufiy refufed by 
Pollio and Sameas , whom the Jews call Hillel ~ 
by all the Pharifees and EJJenians 
it drop. 


hilding 
< the 
Jmple. 


Herod , the year following, in hopes of reconciling the J Lw „ 
t the re- to him, and of eredling a monument of lafting honour to 

his own name, propofed to rebuild the temple of Jerufah 
In a general aflembly of the people, Herod offered to tb_... 
what he intended ; but finding them ftartled at the propoiai, 
and under apprehenfions left when he' had pulled down 
the old temple, he fhould not be able to build them anew! 
one, he told them, that he would not take down the old tem¬ 
ple till he had prepared all the materials for the new edifice. 
As foon as he had gained their confent, he fet immediately] 
10,000 artificers to work, under the direction of rooopriefts, 
fkilful in all the parts of architedlure, all of whom he kept 
in his pay, employing alfo 1000 carts in fetching all the 
materials. Such expedition was ufed, that all things were got 
ready within the fpace of two years ; after which he fet about 
pulling down the old building, and with the fame difpatch 
rearing the new one ; fo that the holy place, or temple, pio- 

ralled. was finifhed in a vear and a half’s time: dur- 


he 


hilding 

ihifhtd 


o 

dfjpatch 
tnd mag¬ 
nificence. 


perly fo called, was finifhed in a year and a half’s time; dur 
ing which, Jcfepbus fays, it never rained in the day time, but 
vith great only in the night. After eight years more all the reft was built 

which Herod propofed ; the building, however, ftill retaining 
the name of the fecond temple, the work of Herod being looked 
upon not as a reftoration but a reparation, which was conti¬ 
nued feveral years after, as is evident from the evangelift St. 
Join and from Jofephm. The Jews f aid to our Saviour, fortj 
and fix years hath this temple been a building ; and Jofepbus men¬ 
tions, that after our Saviour’s death, on the coming of Gcjjius 
Floras to be governor of Judesa , 18,ooo workmen were oil- 

charged at one time. 

While the work of the temple was carrying on, Herod made 
a voyage to Rome to pay his refpedts to Augnjlm , and to fee 
his Ions Alexander and Arijiobulus. In his way thither he uopt 
in Greece , and was prefent at the olympic games, for the lup- 
port of which he afterwards fettled a conftant revenue. He 
was received at Rome with great honour and kindnefs by M- 


Jlerod 

*• 

goes to 
Rome . 


Brings 


two ions 


guftus, and after a ihort lray returned with his two ions u 
back his Judaea , and a little after provided them with fuitable matches, 

marrying Alexander , the eldeft, to Glaphyra the daughter or 
Arch elans king of Cappadocia , and the other to Berenice tw 
daughter of Salome his filler. His two fons, by the coming 5 
of their perfons, the agreeablenefs of their behaviour, and other 
accomplifhments, drew to them the love and efteem or a 
the Jews ; but Salome , and fuch others as had been her accom¬ 
plices in procuring the death of Manamne their mother, ‘ ea ^ 
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{heir revenge, did all that in them lay to work their deftru&ion. 

They began with fpreading reports abroad that the two yomw 
princes could not endure their father, not doubting but when 

the rumour reached the jealous monarch’s ears, it would ine¬ 
vitably render them obnoxious to him. 

Two years after his return from Rome, Herod failed to the Bof- He a Ms 
fborus with a fleet to the afliftance of Agrippa, the fon-in-law of Agrippa, 
Auguftus , and fo ingratiated himfelf with him, that he obtained 

mvileges for _ the Jews fettled in AJia Minor and the 
ifles. On his return to Jerufalcm, finding that the 
Jews were not a little difcontented at iome of his late proceed¬ 
ings, he remitted to them one fourth part of their taxes, which 
in fome meafure quieted their murmurings. The diflenfions 
in his family, however. Hill grew wider; for Salome and Phe- He be- 
roras having defignedly exafperated his two Tons, and provoked comes jea 

them to fome indifcreet expreflions of refentment, repeated lous of the 
their words to Herod r ’* ‘ 1 


Grecian 


- 1 , . , ...• ■, mm-two ions 

ments, as made him believe they were hatching ill defigns againft of Mari. 
his perfon. 


Herod, to fupprefs in fome meafure the prefumption of the 

two brothers, caufed his fon Antipater , whom he had by his 

firft wife before his marriage with Mariamne, to be brought to 

court, where he heaped fuch cardies on him, as only rendered 

him more obnoxious to them, and them more indifcreet in 
their fpeeches againft their father. 

as his father’s fucceflor, was fent by 


atnne. 


Antipater being reg 
him to Rome : and 


two 


_ ^ 

Herod 


of poifoning him. The 


before Augujl , 


Jem 


cence, and being ac ^ _ _ _ 

(aim with Herod, who then aflembling the'peopie, named "In- "jZTfius 
tipater in the firft place to fucceed him in the kingdom, and 
next after him the fons of Mariamne. 

Herod, the following year, which was the 28th of his reign, 
hmihed and dedicated Crefarea, which had been twelve years 
in budding. He afterwards built feveral other cities, particu¬ 
larly Antipatris in honour of his father, Cypron in honour of 
his mother, and Phafaelis in honour of his brother. Herod 
havrng greatly exhaufted his treafuiy by his many buildings, 
now broke up the fepulchres of David and Solomon, in hopes 

ot drawing great wealth from thence; but his expectations, 

JoJepbusi ays, were < • * 5 

balome, Phe) 01 as, , ... ui^ un.au muc puciucu ms jea- 

ineir plot againft the fons of Mariamne, and by falfe ftories and loufy of 
other malicious artifices, fo filled the old king’s head with jea- his two 

inniipo *\r*A r„r*' _ . i . i it • % ^ . * 


and Antipater, in the mean time purfued Hisje a- 


,cId i - , l y ’ ‘ accuiea or corrupting 

0 ot the king s favourite confidents, namely, his high-fteward 

Affi-n? 1 are . r > H £rod ordered them to be put to the rack. 

v they juftified the prince; but being racked a fecond 
v ol, I. r I- , 


created. 
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Alexan¬ 
ders def- 
perate 


time, they let fall fome expreflions, upon which Alexander was 
immediately fent to prifon and loaded with irons. Alexandt, 
being now made defperate, fent four papers to his father, con¬ 
taining a confelfion of plots and confpiracies that were never (n 


er 


confeilion. much as thought of, naming P her or as and Salome , the kings 

brother and filler, and many of his chief confidents, as con¬ 
cerned in the treafon. 

, This accufation, which was calculated to fet all on fire, had 
the defired effedl; and the jealous king not knowing whom to 
trull, flew into the greateft exceffes of cruelty, condemning 
fome to death, and tormenting others till they expired on the 
rack. He himfelf, in the mean time, was fo terrified, that he 
often llarted out of his bed, as if purfued fword in hand by 
his fons and their accomplices. Archelaus king of Cappadocia 
luckily arriving at this time at Jerufalem , by his interpofition 
Herod re- fettled a calm again at court, at leall for a time. Pheroras fee- 
conciled ing the king reconciled to his fon, came in a mourning drefs, 
to his ’ ' 

Ions. 


and at his feet confefled himfelf the author of all the danders 
railed againll the two princes. 

Bef. Ch. Herod thus reconciled to his fons, let out with them for Rome, 
S. being under an obligation of clearing Alexander at the Roman 

court, becaufe he had lately exhibited feveral grievous com¬ 
plaints againll him. During his abfence from Judcsa , the coun¬ 
try was miferably infelled with bands of robbers, who having 
been driven from Trachonitis , had taken Ihelter in Arabia. 
Herod , upon his return, caufed all their relations who remained 
at Trachonitis , to be put to death. The temple beeing foon after 
finilhed, Herod caufed the dedication of it to be performed with 
his ufuaJ magnificence. 

He re- The following fpring, having aflembled fome forces, he 
duces the marched into Arabia , and dellroyed the fortrefs which ferved 
banditti, as a retreat to the banditti, killing as many of them as fell 

into his hands. Syll&us , the favourite of the king of Arabia, 
being then at Rome , complained to Augujhis , and aggravated 
the wrongs done to the Arabians to fuch a degree, that the em¬ 
peror fent a very lharp reproof to Herod , and refufed audience 
to two of his embaflies. Nicolas Datnafcen , however, being fent 
by Herod to Rome , found means to reconcile Augujhis to the 
king, whofe breall was again filled with fufpicions and jea- 
loufies of his fons fidelity. Salome and Pheroras had renewed 
He prefers their malicious accufations ; but tho’ nothing could be proved 
new com- againll the two young princes but a defign of retiring into fome 
plaints other country, Herod took all the reft for granted, and wrote 
againft his to Augijlus aefiring leave to try his fons. Augujlus finding 
fons, Herod defperately bent upon the ruin of his unfortunate fons, 

granted him leave to have them tried at Bcrytus , before the go- 
who are vernors of Syria and the neighbouring provinces. Herod ac- 
tried and cu fed bis fons in perfon, and they not being allowed to ap- 


put to 

death. 


pear in their own defence, the majority of the judges con¬ 
demned them to death. They were accordingly foon after exe¬ 
cuted 
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cuted at Selafie, and their bodies buried among their Afmoneem 

anceftors. _ # 

Antipater having now got rid of his two rivals, entered into 
a conspiracy with Pheroras and others to cut off Herod by 
poifon. Herod having four grandchildren by the fons of Mari- 
Imne, had caufed them to be educated with great care, and 
finding himfelf upon the decline, was contriving how to have 
them advaritageoufly matched$ but Ahtipatei - found means to 
break all his meafures, and to perfuade him to change the dif- 
pofition of his family contrary to his fir ft defign. While Anti- Antipater 
pater was concerting his inhuman plot with Pheroras , an edi<ft and Phe- 
was iffued out commanding the whole JewiJh nation to fwear roras plot 
allegiance to Augujlus and to the king; The Pharifees , to the againft: 
number of 7000, refufing the oath, Herod condemned them to Herod. 
a fevere fine} which being paid for them by the wife of Phe- Bef. Chrift 
roras-, they in return, pretending to the gift of prophecy* affured 5. 
her, that the kingdom would be transferred to her iffue. This 
reaching the ears of Herod , widened the breach betwixt him 
and his brother, who thought proper to retire to his tetrarchy, 
where he foon after died, Antipater fome time before having 
gone to Rome to avoid fufpicion of the plot that he was con¬ 
certing. After his death, two of his freedmen made heavy com 
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Herod that 


Herod. 


enquiry, 


perfons of Pheroras' s family to the torture, thereby dilcovered Their plot 
the confpiracy againft himfelf. It was found, that Antipater , difeover- 
by a friend of his, had procured poifon from Alexandria , which ed. 
was delivered to Pheroras , who was to have given it to the 
king 5 but that he relenting a few days before his death, had 
ordered his wife to throw it into the fire before his face ; which 
fhehad accordingly done, except a fmall dofe which file had 
referred for her felf. 

A few months before thefe tranfa&ions, the angel Gabriel ^" ne angel 
was fent to Zacharias , a pious and upright prieft of the courfe Gabriel 
of Abiah, and appearing before him while he ftood offering the appears to 
facred incenfe in the temple according to the prieftly office, Zacharias, 
foretold to him the birth of a fon whom he fhould fhortly have 
by his virtuous wife Elizabeth , and who fhould be a Nazarite> 
and the forerunner of the world’s redeemer. Soon after the 


f Janus was fhut 


fhut 


time there was a general peace all over the world, which was 

a proper prelude for uihering in the prince of peace, Chrijl 
tur Lord. 


For in the fixth month after th 


Nazareth 


ppeared and to the 


• - v ^ ^ 

Jofeph 


Mary a virgin of the houfe of David , lately efpoufed Maty. 


Wgs, that of her was to be born the fbn of God. The holy 
Virgin humbly acquiefced in whatever God had determined to 
®° with her $ and the angel having acquainted her with the 

K k 2 preg^ 
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pregnancy of her coufin Elizabeth 


went 


me 


her hufband upon it. As foon as _ 

Zacharias , Elizabeth , upon hearing her firft falutation, felt her 
child leap in her womb, and being infpired by the Holy Ghoft, 
Cried out, Blejfed art thou above thy fex ! bleffed is the fruit of tty 
body ! and how vajl is my felicity to be vifitcd by the mother of mj 
Lord. Mary was fo tranfported at what {he heard, that (he 
broke out into a rapture of thankfgiving to God; and having 
continued three months with her coufin, returned to her poor 
habitation at Nazareth. Elizabeth foon after being delivered 

i • .1 r cv i i ♦ t 
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had been commanded by the angel. 


f John 


The holy Virgin being returned to Nazareth , Hill concealed 


God 


diflionoured 


Jofcph 


give her a private divorce, without expoiing her to the rigour 
of the law. An angel, however, appearing to him in a vilion, 
and informing him that her conception was altogether miracu¬ 
lous. and that Ihe ftiould bear a fon whom God had aonointed 


Jofepb took the virg 
tinence with her till 


The de- 


delivered of her firft-born fon, who by a lineal defcent was 
true heir to the kingdom of Ifrael as fprung from the houfe of 
David. 

Some time before this Augujliis Ceefar had iffued out a gene- 

the Roman empire, with their 


eree of ral edidt, that all perfons in _ 

Jugujlus. eftates and conditions, fliould be regiftred at certain appointed 

places, according to their refpedlive provinces, cities and fa¬ 
milies. In confequence of this edi<ft, Jofcph and his wi fcMary, 
being both of the tribe of Judah and family of David , were 
obliged to go as far as Bethlehem , which was the mother city 
of their tribe, there to have their names and eftates enrolled. 


The 


Jofcph 


better place for their lodging than a ftable, where they had not 
Chrift the been long before the bleffed Virgin was delivered of a fon, 
Saviour of whom Ihe bound in fwadling-clothes, and laid down to reft in 
the world a manger. This obfcurity of our Saviour’s birth was foon 

God being pleafed, that very night, to 

fend an angel at the head of a heavenly hoft, who publiflied it 

and celebrated it with that noble 


born. 


die watching fhepherds 


toivards men. 
The child’ 


peace 




•angel. As foon as he was forty days old, two other ceremo¬ 
nies were performed, namely, the purification of the mother, 
and the prefentation of her firft-born. According to the law, 


the firft-born 


m 




o 
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WORLD 


Sot 


men en- 


0 f a lamb, or a pair of doves or young pigeons j which laft 
was the price appointed for the meaner fort. So low was the 
family of David reduced by this time, and fo poor were the pa¬ 
rents of the world’s ineftimable redeemer, that they were fain 
to redeem him at the loweft price. 

After their return to Bethlehem , the whole city of Jerufalem The wife 
was put into a great commotion by the arrival of fome wife 
men from the eaft of the fe< 5 l of the magians, who had been quire after 
conduced thither by following the courfe of a miraculous ftar Clirill. 
which proceeded before them on their journey. As the wife 
men concluded that this ftar declared the birth of a king of the 
Jnvs, they came firft to "Jerufalem , and there enquired very 
earneftly after him j which greatly alarming the jealous Herod., 
he confulted the fanhedrim about the place where the prophe¬ 
cies declared that the Mefliah fhould be born. The JevjiJh 
do&ors telling him that Bethlehem was the city of his birth, 

Herod , who had formed a bloody refolution of cutting him off, Herod 
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caufed the magi to be privately brought to him, and having 
carefully examined them concerning the time of the ftar’s ap- 


fear and 
cruelty. 


tly for the child , and rvhen you have found 


dfe 


likewife and worjhip 


They 


cordingly, and were not a little overjoyed when they beheld 
the fame ftar ftill going before them, till at length it flood over 
the houfe where the child was. Having approached the divine 
babe with fuitable reverence, they laid open their treafures, The wife 
and offered prelents of gold, frankincenfe, and myrrh. Being men offer 
warned by God not to return to Jerufalem , they departed into their gifts 
their own country another way. When they were gone, an to Chrift. 
angel appeared to Jofeph , and informing him of Herod's in¬ 
tended cruelty againft the child, ordered him to retire into 
Egypt with him and his mother, and there to continue till fur¬ 
ther notice. Jofeph accordingly, with all poflible fpeed, fet for- 


♦ 

Herod. 


Egypt 


of the eaftern wife men ; but at length finding himfelf deluded, 
and his moft fecret and fubtle defigns blafted, he fell into a 
moll violent rage and fury, and refolved to effe<ft by cruelty 
what he had failed of doing by craft. He accordingly caufed 
all the children in Bethlehem and its neighbourhood that were 
two years of age and under, to be barbaroufly maffacred, not 
doubting but that in this general flaughter he fhould difpatch the 
young prince whom he fo much dreaded. 


Herod, 


^ ^ 4 

Judcea 


He, 


^ had puts his 

returned from Rome ; but being made a prifoner upon his ar- fon Anti- 
rival, was foon after condemned and fent to prifon. Mean while pater to 
Herod being worn out with age, ficknefs, and numberlefs death, 
cares and inquietudes, fell into a violent difeafe, which added 
to all his other misfortunes, made him fo morofe and choleric. 


himfelf and 

K 


Find¬ 
ing 
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ing his end approaching, he fet about making his will, k 
which he appointed his youngeft fon his heir and fucceffor! 
He bequeathed in legacies 1000 talents to Augujlus , 500 to his 
emprefs, and left a confiderable fortune to the unworthy Sa¬ 
lome. The reft of his eftate, lands, revenues, and money, he 
ordered to be divided between his children and grandchildren. ' 
A tumult It being reported in Jerusalem that his life was defpaired of, 
in Jervfa- £ wo JewtJh do&ors raifed a great tumult in the city, by ftirring 

up a great number of their difciples, with many of the city 
youth, to go and pull down all the ftruttures which that mo¬ 
narch had built contrary to their laws. They began with beat¬ 
ing down a golden 
workmanfhip, which 

temple' gate. This image, which was the greateft eye-fore to 
the Jetvs, they inftantly broke to pieces with axes and ham- 
- The king’s cpmmander in chief coming upon then 


km. 


eagle of extraordinary bignefs and exquifite 
ich Herod had caufed to be placed over the 


mers. 


with a body of troops, they all difperfed except 40, who be¬ 
ing feized and carried to the king, boldly declared to him, that 
they had Jong. iince refolved upon what they had done, and 
that it was their only grief that they had deferred it fo long, 
They added, that they neither feared his anger nor any punifh- 
ment he could inflj< 3 : upon them, fince what they had done 
was in obedience to their law, and from a pure zeal to the 
glory of God. Herod having caufed himfelf to be conveyed in 
a litter to Jericho , there aflembled the heads of the Jews, and 
• complained of the infult that the young men had offered not 
to him but to God, having facrilegioufly pulled down the golden 
ornament that was dedicated to him. The aflembly being 
awed by his bloody difpofition, had not the courage to repre r 
fent to him that he had violated their law by making an image 
that was the object of idolatry; but contented themfelves with 
declaiming the action of the young men, whom Herod foon 
after caufed to be burnt alive, with one of the doctors who had 
promoted the tumult. 

Herod , at this time, was affli&ed with a lingering and wafting 
xniferably fever, and grievous ulcers in his entrails and bowels, a violent 
torment- cholic, an infatiable appetite, running fvyelljngs in his feet, 
$d. convulfions in his nerves, a perpetual afthma with a ftinking 

breath, rottennefs in his joints and privy members, accompa¬ 
nied with prodigious itchings and fwarms of lice and worms, 
Finding no relief from the hot baths near the lake Jfphaltltcs , 
he returned to Jericho, and being well convinced of the hatred 
which the Jews bore him, he bethought himfelf of one of the 
inoft horrid expedients that ever entered into the mind ofmart 
to prevent the people from rejoicing at his death. He iflW 
put his fummons for the heads of all the Jews to repair to Ji: 
richo on a certain day under pain of death. Upon their arrival, 
he ordered them all to be lhut up in the circus, and then fend¬ 
ing for Salome his fifter, and her hufband Alexas , he gave them 
ftn& charge to put them all to the fword as foon as his breath 

m 
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wasgoiies hy which means he faid he fhould not only damp 
the people’s joy, but fecure 3 real morning at his death. 

A falle report having prevailed that he was dead. Antipater 
made large promifes to his goaler, if he would give him his 
liberty; which being told to Herod , he immediately ordered 
him to be put to death. . He outlived his fon but five days, 
during which he altered his will afrefh, left his kingdom to 
Archelaus^ made Antipas tetrarch of Galilee and Perea , and left 
to Philip the regions of Trachonitis , Gaulon , Batanea , and Pc- 
neas, which were eredled like wife into a tetrarch y. To Salome, 
befides 50,000 pieces in money, he gave the cities of Jamnia, 

Jzotus , and Pbafaelis , leaving alfo confiderable legacies to his 
other relations. He died in the 70th year of his age, the 37th His death, 
after his advancement to the jewijh crown, and the 34th after Year of 
the expulfion and death of Antigonus. Chrift 1. 

Salome and Alexas , tho’ very profligate, were fo far from exe- Before the 
cuting the lafl inhuman orders of the tyrant, tho’ he had ex- vulgar 
torted an oath from them for their compliance, that they even asra 3. 
chofe to fmother the fhameful fecret from the nation. To this 
end,asfoon as he expired, they went to the circus, and declared 
to the heads of the jews , that it was the king’s orders that 
they fhould all depart to their refpe£live homes ; and they hav¬ 
ing accordingly departed, the news of the king’s death was 
then publifhed, and the chief officers and foldiery were aflem- 
bled in the amphitheatre at Jericho . Salome read to them a 
letter from the deceafed king, in which he thanked them for 
their fidelity to him, and delired them to fhew it now to his 
fon Archelaus ^ whom he had appointed his fucceflbr, 

Archelaus being acknowledged as king, caufed the funeral Archelaus 
obfequies of his father to be performed with vaft magnifi- declared 
cence, his troops conducing the corps with great folemnity king, 
to the caftle of Herodion near Jerusalem. From thence they 
proceeded to Jerusalem , where Arwelaus having finifhed the 
feven days mourning for his father, according to the Jewijh 
cuftom, gave the people a magnificent feafl; He went next 
clothed in white to the temple in the midfl of their loud ac¬ 
clamations, where at their defire he granted an alleviation of 
their tribute, an abolition of the cufloms, and a releafe of 
prifoners. 

His condefcenfion, however, was far from foothing the peo- a new 
pie, a number of whom aflembled that evening in a tumul- tumu i^ 
tuous manner, and demanded j uftice on thofe who had been railed, 
concerned in condemning the young men for pulling down the 
golden eagle 5 and infilled that the high-prieflhood fhould ,be 
taken from Joazar , to whom it had been given on that occa- 
fion. Archelaus fent his mailer of horfe to appeafe the rioters, 
who however pelted him with Hones, and fcveral other officers 
that were fent to them ; and in a rebellious manner feized on 
the temple. As the paffover approached, Ar chelaus fent a party 

his foldiers to drive them from thence ; but the foldiers be¬ 
ing routed and almofl all llain, he fent his whole army againft 

K k 4 them. 
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them, who after an obftinate difpute, killed 1000 of them 

difperfed the reft. ■ 

He loon after fet out for Rome , accompanied with his mo¬ 
ther, his brother Antipas , his aunt Salome , and many other 
attendants. Salome went to Rome with the fecret dcfign of op- 
pofing him, and fetting up the claim of Antipas , whom Herd 
by his firft will had appointed his fucceffor. Soon after her 
arrival at Rome, (he found means to draw over to her fide the 
greatest part of the relations and friends of Archelaus , and An¬ 
tipater her fon made a violent fpeech againft him to Augujl 


but Nicolas Damafcen anfwering the accufations of Antipi 
Augujlus promifed to do nothing contrary to the will of H 


us 


A 


aifmifled the afiembly 


In the mean time a new infurre&ion had happened at Jerti- 
furreftion Jalem , which, however, was fupprefled upon the arrival of 
at Jerufa- Varus the Roman prefident from Antioch , who punilhed th* 

lent. rino-leader. «s of the tumult, fs/ihinut. whom hp lpft in Jwufct 


Herodi 


ringleaders of the tumult. Sabinus , whom he left i 
lem with a Roman legion, made an attempt upon tin 
of the city with a defign to feize the treasures of the 
family, and to convert them to his own ufe. The J 
ever, coming in great crowds to the feaft of penticoft, divided 
themfelves into three bodies, and enclofed him on every fide. 
Some defperate Ikirmiflies enfued, in which the Romans having 
fet fire to fome 
Jews , and 



pie 


alleries of the temple, cut off many of die 
iroke into the treafury, from whence they 
400 talents, befides other rich plunder. This pro- 


y the more exafperated 


Jj 


plundered utmoft to get pofleffion of the palace. New qrouoies, m me 
by the Ro- mean time. Were raifed in other parts of Judeca. Two'thou- 
rtans. fand veterans, who had been discharged from the fervice, felf 

upon fome forces of Archelaus , who were obliged to retire from' 
them into the fortreffes. 

A new fe- About the^ fame ti me Judas the fon of Ezekias , who had 
dition raif- headed fome banditti in Tracbonitis , and had been put to death 

by Herod, took this opportunity to revenge his father’s death. 
Having got together a band of molt defperate free-booters at 
Sephorts in Galilee , he made feveral incurfions into Judiea 5 and 
forcing fome of the royal armories and treafuries of every 
place he came to, he at length became fo powerful as to aim 
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das. 


at the fupreme authority. 


Another 


- be 
der the name of Theudas , which 

Hebrew Jehudah. There flatted 


crown 


efteemed by the J 


eves 




pretender lon or a nature, roDuit, weu 

to the and fufficiently conceited to think himfelf worthy "of a throne 

crown. Having been employed by. Herod ih affairs of great credit, many 

-- of the Jeivs without difficulty faluted him king; but after hav¬ 

ing burnt feveral of the royal palaces, and plundered part of 
the country, he was taken and put to death. 

Other bands of robbers, in the mean time, were plundering 
other parts pf the country \ but the. moft 4efperate and danger- 
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W S of all thofe feditious gangs was that of Athronges y hereto- Other 
fore an obfcure fhepherd. He was remarkable for his ftrength banditti 
and gigantic ftature, and was affifted in his enterprifes by four infeft the 
brothers of the fame monftrous fize, whom he appointed his country. 

lieutenants over the troops that flocked to him. Fie afliuned 
the royal diadem, and declared himfelf an enemy bothto the Ro¬ 
mans and Herodians. After many bloody and defperate exploits 
lie was at length 1‘eized, as were alfo two of his' brothers, and 
Jiis whole gang were difperfed. 

Yam governor of Syria , in the mean time, hearing that Sa- The Jews 
linus was belieged by the Jews, marched at the head of. fome harrafled 
hoops to JeruJalem , whilft bis fon took and burnt Seploris. by the Ro- 
Upon his approach to Jcruj'alem , the Jews , who had invefted mans. 
Sabinas , difperfed ; but Varus fending parties over the country 
in fearch of them, feized 2000 of them, whom he caufed to 
he crucified. This feverily, however, did not hinder another 
body of 10,000 from taking up arms againft him ; but they 
were foon difperfed, and their chiefs lent prifoqers to Augujius. 

Mean while a deputation of 50 of the heads of the JewiJh The Jews 
nation arrived at Rome to oppofe the election of Archelaus ; and complain 
being feconded by 8000 Jews , then fettled at Rome , who all to Aug;>f- 
defired that their country might be made part of the province tus againft 
of Syria, Augujius referred the matter to the council of his Archelaus . 
friends, before whom both parties \Vere allowed to plead. 

Nothing was decided in this alfembly j but not long after Au - 
'ptjlus himfelf decided the controversy. He beftowed the half 
of the kingdom on Archelaus , under the title of Ethnarch or 
governor of a nation. The ethnarchy contained Judes a Propria^ a parti- 
*j Uumaa, and Samaria. The remainder of Herod's kingdoms t j on of the 
jvas divided between his other two fons, Philip and Antipas\ kin adorn 
the former of whom had the regions of Batanea, Trachonitis, G f Judaa. 
and Aurahitis , with part of Galilee. The latter had the greateft 
part of Galilee , and the countries beyond Jordan, amounting 
to 200 talents a year. Saloine had for her mare, befides half a 
million of filver, the cities of Jamnia, Azotus, and Phafaelis ,' 
to which Augujius added that of AJcalon. The reft of Herod's 
legacies he generoufly diftributed between his other relations, 
and refervea for himfelf only a few of his moveables, out of 
regard to tfie memoiy of his deceafed friend. 

Soon after this divifion of the JewiJh kingdom, there ftarted 
up a new pretender, who quickly drew a numerous party after 
him. He was a Jeiv K , brought up at Sidon, arid fo like the late 
Alexander the fon of Herod by Mariamne , that when he gave 
himfelf opt to be the fame, he eafily deceived not only the 
bulk of the Jews , but even thofe who had been acquainted 
with that unfortunate prince. Upon this fuppofition, the Jews 
[pared neither pains, coft, nor acclamations to render his entry 
into Rome as fplendid as poflible. Augtjlus, however, foon 
difeovered the cheat, and fent the pretended prince to the gal- 
lies, ordering the perfon who accompanied him, and who had 

been the contriver of the impofture, to be hanged, 

" " ** • • • y ’ ; • ■ • Archelaus ? 
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prudent 
and cruel 
govern¬ 
ment of 


The im- Archelaus , upon his return to Judeea , inftead of 

with prudence or mildnefs, foon irritated the Jews z 
by his arbitrary proceedings. They bore with hir„ iW i 0m 
years ; but_ being at length tired out, they joined in a remon- 
ftrance againft him to Augujlus, who immediately fent a mef 
Archelaus y fenger to fetch Archelaus to Rome. Upon his arrival there Au. 

gujtus heard both the charge againft him and his defence •, 'after 
which he condemned him to be banifhed to the city of V Um 
in Gaul or Dauphtne , and all his goods to be confifcated 
Judaa, by this fentence, being reduced into a province of the 
empire, was ordered to be taxed, and Cyrenius, the then go¬ 
vernor of Syria, went thither to fee the fentence executed. 
Cyrenius having fold the palace of Archelaus , and feized upon 
all his treafure, returned to Antioch , leaving the Jews in no 


who is ba- 
nilhed to 
Dauphtne. 

An. Ch. 

6 . 

Judaa 
made a 

Roman 

province. 



tax 


excites a 


The Jews were kept under reftraij 
nius the Roman general of horfe, who was appointed governor 
of Judeea : but Judas the Gaulonite , or Galileean , as he is called | 
by St. Luke, omerving their feditious difpofition, thought it a 
favourable circumftaijcg for the gratifying of his ambition, and 
accordingly excited them to rebellion by his zealous difeourfes, 
in which he condemned the taxing as a flavifti idolatrous im- 
pofition, inconfiftent with their duty to God, the only fove- 
reign who could claim any homage or allegiance from the chil- 
Judas the dren of Abraham. Being feconded by one Saducus, a turbulent 
Gaulonite Pharifee , he quickly found himfelf at the head of a power¬ 
ful party, the Jews at this time being eafily excited to take 
revolt. arms, as they were in full expe&ation of the Meffiah or deliver¬ 
er, who they concluded was to be a great temporal prince. 
Thofe who adhered to Judas , and were againft paying the tax, 
got the name of Gaulonites ; and having thus kindled a war 
which was followed by a peftilence, they brought great cala¬ 
mities upon their nation. 

The tem- When Cyrenius left Judeea, the Samaritans began to hatch 
pie pol- new mifehiefs againft the Jews. On the eve of the paflbver, 
luted by a number of them privately flipt into the temple, and ftrewed 
the iama- the galleries and other places of refort with dead mens bones; 
titans. fo that the priefts on the next morning finding that facred 

place polluted, were forced to put a ftop to the folemnity. The 
ceremony, however, was foon refumed, and was honoured 
with the nrefence of Chrift, who upon the death of Herod, had 


Jofeph 


Chrift 
com^s to 
the temple 
in the 12th 
year of his 
age. 


like. 


twelve 
e pafle 


of Antip 


ver. After the feaft, Jofeph and 
Mary fet out towards Galilee , with great numbers of their 
neighbours and acquaintance ; but Jefus, without their know¬ 
ledge, ftaid behind m Jerufalem. At night they returned in 
reat anxiety to fearch for him, and on the third day found 
__im in the temple fitting among the Jewijh doctors, and fur- 
prifing them with the wifdom of his queftions and anfwers. 



mother 
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not 
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pot forbear expreffing fome tender refentment at the concern 
which his abfence had given her. He returned the following 
anfwer, Wifi ye * not that I mujl he about my father's bujtnefs ; 
words which tho’ (he did not then fully unaerftand, fhe ever 
after carefully regiftered in her mind. He returned with her 
and Jofeph to their mean habitation, where he continued in a 

dutiful fubje&ion to them, 

Coponius was foop after this feaft fucceeded by Ambiyius , Different 
whole fucceflor was Annius Rif us. Augujlus, in the 18th year gover- 
of our Savipur’s ljfe, being lucceeded in the empire by Tiber nors of 
rius , the new erpperpr recalled Rufus> and fent Valerius Grains Judaa . 
into Judaft, who continued in that government eleven years . J 
About five years after his arrival, he depofed the high-prieft 
Ananus, or Annas , and raifed IJhrnael the fon of Fabus to that 
dignity. Being foon after difpleafed with his choice, he took 
it from IJhrnael on the next year, and gave it to Eleazar the fon 
of Ananus whom he had lately depofed. Eleazar , in a year’s 
time, was forced to refign, and was fucceeded by one Simon , 
who within the compafs of another year was turned out, and 
Jofeph furnamed Caiphas , and fon-ip law to Annas above-men¬ 
tioned, was put in his room. Gratus having continued in Ju- 
daa about eleven years, was fucceeded by Pontius Pilate , a Pontius 
perfon who exceeded all his predecefiors in cruelty, injuftice, Pilate ap- 
and extortion. This governor, by his fierce, obftinate, and pointed 
cruel temper, haftened on thofe feditions and revolts, which did governor, 
not end but with the total extirpation of the Jewijh ftate. He 
gave orders to his troops, who were to winter in Jerufalem , to 
carry their flandards with them into the city ; which raifed a His tyran- 
general uproar among the Jews, many of whom waited upon nical go. 
him in Cafarea , and begged that he would remove thofe ido- vemmeqt. 
jatrous obje&s. They lay proftrate cm the ground before his 
palace fix whole days j but he, inftead of granting their requeft, 
caufed his troops to fall upon them, and flay all thofe that did 
not immediately depart. Their meek fub million to this bar¬ 
barity, however, at length moved him, and he complied vyith 
their requeft. 

Not long after he refumed his ufual malice, and caufed a 
number of fhields to be fet up in the royal palace of jerufalem 
jn honour of Tiberius . The Jews being offended with the in- 
icriptions which were upon them, as contrary to their law, re- 
monftrated with Pilate upon the infringement of their laws: but 
finding no redrefs from him, they wrote to Tiberius , who or¬ 
dered the fhields to be removed. Pilate's next pfojedt to vex 
the Jews y was to find out fpme fpecious pretence for drawing 
money out of the facped treafury. Tne plaufible pretext he 
chofe for it, was the bringing of an aquedudl about 200 furlongs 
off into Jerufalem , the expepce of which he expelled fhould be 
fupplied out of that facred fund j and accordingly he demanded 
of them that a tax fhould be levied upon it. As he expected a 
mutiny, he caufed his foldiers to mix themfelves with the peo¬ 
ple in difguife, and when the Jews y who aflembled round his 
tribunal, b^gan to exclaim againft him, the foldiers, upon a 
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they difperfed. 
In the firft 




tyear or mates w . _ u 

of Tiberius , the baptift began to open his commiffion for 

the preparation of our Saviour’s way before him, by preaching 

~ " the remijfion of ft) 


miniilry. baptifm of repentance fo 

to chieftv lived in the v 


and fupported himfelf by 
l for a covering, he con¬ 
tented himfelf with a coarfe coat of camels hail, which he 


honey 


fafter+ed with a leathern girdle. 
XJJher to 1 
ation day 


fuppofed 


miniftry on the grand faft or expi- 
Ifraelite was enjoined to afflift hi s 
being cut off from his people. On 



this folemnity, which happened about the 19th of our Oftober, 
the jubilee was to be proclaimed thro’ all the land j no time 
therefore could be more proper to begin the work of proclaimin 
the more fpiritual and univerfal jybilee which was now athan 
The aufterity of John’s life, and his free and refolute preaching 
drew daily great numbers of Jews to be baptifed by nim in the 
Jordan , who conceived fo great a veneration for him, that 
they began to look upon him as the now expe&ed Meffiah. 
But he quickly dilclaimed that glorious title, affuring them 
that he was only fent as his forerunner, and to point him out 


Jef 


ftry 


Holy Ghoft, 
feveral months, 
nt at Nazareth, 
came to Betha- 


by John, bar a on 
Year of infpired 


• * 


John was then baptizing. Job, 
rit. knew him, and thereupon ei 


Jefus, after the ceremony 
an the Holv Ghoft yifibh 


length prevailed 


ing 


with to baptize h 
out of the water 

lighted upon him, whilft a voice was heard from Heaven fay- 

This is my belovedfon, in whom I am well plea fed. 

Our bleffed Lord being thus by baptifm and the unftion of 

the Holy Ghoft , , . . . 

impulfe of his divine lpirit carried farther into the wildernefs 
of Judtsa , where after he had failed forty days and forty nights, 
and was now very hungry, 'the devil alfumed a bodily mape 

and tem^-„ - _ 

The lanhedrim, in the mean time, fending fome of their 

members to enquire of John who he was, the prophet declared 

that he was neither the Meffiah nor Elias ; and the next day 

when Jefus returned to Bethabara , he pointed him out to the 


multitude as th 


God 


He cal 

V 

fome d 
ciples. 


the world. The day following he again pointed him out to 
his difciples under the fame character ; upon which two ot 
them went and joined him, and one of them, named Andrew , 


of Cephas or ftone. 
and Nathaniel of l 


. _H....,-. whom Jefi w 

The day after Philip , a native of Betbfaiao t 
na i n Galilee , and fuppofed by fome to be 

poftle Bartholomew , became his difciples. 
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Jefus. went into Galilee with his Rve difciples, and was there 
Invited to a marriage feaft, togetherMtfith his mother. As there 
W as a fcarcity of wine at this entertainment, Jefus, at the re¬ 
quest of his mother, fupplied the wants of the guefts in a mi¬ 
raculous manner, by turning a large quantity of water into 

* . m« • . -1_ _ CL -rt. * t _ pr • * «• •. • 




wine 


S aviour 


lie manner, which proved both a manifeftation of his own di¬ 
vinity, and a confirmation of the faith of his difciples. From 
Cm he went to Capernaum, a fmall city on the weft ftiore of 
the lake Gennezaretb , and from thence he proceeded to Jeru¬ 
salem , to be prefent at the approaching feaft of the paflbver. 

1 Upon his arrival at Jerufalem , the firft 1 ' 1 ’* ’ 



fhops 


occa 


the bealts which the dealers therein ufed to bring into thetionoftbe 
courts of the Gentiles. Having made a fcourge of cords, he temple, 
drove all the fellers and barterers from the facred ground, over¬ 
turned the tables of the money-changers, ordering all thofe who 
trafficked to remove, and not to make bis father’s houfe a boufe 
tf merchandife. This extraordinary procedure incenfed the 
Jews to fuch a degree, that they came and demanded of him 
by what authority he did thefe things : but to this he made no . 
other reply than by foretelling his own refurre&ion exprefled 
in the metaphor of the temple, which he faid he would raife 
up in three days. 

Probably he thought them unworthy of a direct reply, fince 
they took no notice of the great number of miracles which he 
performed during the feaft of the paflbver, and which were 
iiifficient to have awakened their attention,, and difpelled their 
prejudices. Great numbers, indeed, looked upon him as the 
true Mefliah; but notwithftanding the aftonifhing wonders 
which he wrought, he feems to have been regarded by the ge¬ 
nerality as an impoftor and deceiver : fo that Nicodetnus , a Nicodemus 
member of the fanhedrirh, who was perfuaded by his miracles comes to 
that he was a prophet fent from God, had not courage how- Chritt by 
ever to join him openly for fear of the .cenfure of his bre- night, 
thren, but came to him privately by night. Jefus, who took 
a Angular delight to encourage all fincere enquirers, imme¬ 
diately entertained him with the main and grand point of re¬ 
generation. Without this new birth, which was an expreflion 


J 


allure 


was impoflible for a man to enter into the kingdom of Heaven. 
Tho’ this dodtrine of regeneration feems to be intimated in 
many places of feripture, where a new heart and a new fpirit 
are promifed to God’s people, yet the Pbarifees were fo taken 
up with their rites and ceremonies, that they gave fmall at¬ 
tention to fuch fpiritual matters ; and Nicodemus, who was of 
this fe&, confefled bis utter ignorance of the meaning of our 
Saviour’s words. Jefus, therefore, having given him a farther 
explanation of that heavenly do&rine, dehred him to embrace 
it upon his authority for the prefent, alluring him it was one 


main 


8 



tts 
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main defign of his coming down from heaven, to teach it tcj 
mankind. He added, that the miracles which he had feed 
him work, fliould not be the only proof he would give men 
of hiS divine million, fincfe they Ihould fee him fhortly lay 
and is con- down his life in confirmation of it. Nicodemus , who felt 
verted by the force of the divine truths uttered by our Saviour, beeame 
hi, ’* r L —- J -~- 


his difciple from that very 
open 
their 


the Jews. However, when 


the courage to oppofe it} and when they at length crucified 

’ ~ " h of Aritnathea , another Jewijh ruler, were 
two of' tfiat high rank who joined to give him an ho- 
btiriah 


him 
the 


noura 



Chrift 

makes a by 


No fooner was the pafiover ended, but Jeft 


progrefs 

through 

Judesa* 


whom his miracles had convinced of his di- 

Judesa , making pro- 
felytes wherever he came* and caufing theift to be baptized by 
the hands of his difciples. John being at this time baptizing a 
little hivher on the Jordan at JEnon, a difpute happened be- 

Jews , with regard to the baptifm of 
Chrift ; and his difciples having recourfe to him, John repeated 
his former teftimony in favour of Jefus, whom he declared to 
he the Mefliah. 


twixt 


John the 

Aaptift 

put to 
death by 


Soon after this, John 


thej- 



raifed him to 
•rod Antipa j, 


_ _, often took pleafur o 

him, and advifing with him. The tetrarch, however, having 
h U J ventured to take Herodias , the wife of his brother Philip , to his 
f er0 * bed, received fo many fevere reproofs, for his inceft, from that 

holy perfonj that he caufed him to be thrown into prifon, and 
foon after, thro* the hcllilh intrigues of the inceftuous Herodias, 


own inclination. 


appearance 


John's imprifonment, Jeft 
from Judes a to Galilee. Oi 


The Sa¬ 
maritans 

believe in to Sychar or Shechem\ he fent his difciples into the city to buy 
Chrift. 


b 7. 


The no¬ 



where having declared his divine million to a woman of Sychar, 
who came to draw water, he not only converted her, but 
many Samaritans of that town. After two days ftay at that 
lace, our Lord proceeded to Cana , and was received with great 
indnefs and refpedl by the Galileans , who, at the paflbver, had 
;en the miracles which he did at Jerufalcm. Hither a noble- 
bleman’s man came about a day’s journey to him, befeeching him that 
fon cured, he would go with him and cure his fon, who was at the point 

of death, expreffing himielf in fuch zealous terms, as fuffici- 
ently teftified the fincerity of his faith. Jefus, to fhew the ex¬ 
cellency of his power, that could cure in abfence as well at 
refence, difmiffed him with thefe words. Go thy way, thy pn 



iveth. 
his 


ipon enquiring 

fon had begun 


very 



Jit, 
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T ery minute in which the promife was come out of yefus’s 
mouth ; fo he and his whole family believed on him. 

From Canajefus went into his old city of Nazareth ; and j e f„ s d e f. 
being entered one fabbath-day into their fynagogue, and having ojf e d bv 
read, as the cuftom was for laymen at that time, a paffage in The Na¬ 
th prophet Jfaiab beginning with thefe words, The fpirit ofzaritcu 
the Lord is tipon me , becaufe he hath anointed me to preach the 
mjpel to the poor , he expounded it’ of himfelf with fuch power¬ 
ful and majeftic grace, as raifed the admiration of the whole 
audience. Some of them, however, derogating from his extra¬ 
ordinary wifdom, on account of the meannefs of his birth, he 
reminded them of feveral cities in yudced , which had rendered 
themfelves unworthy of the divine favours, by the like abfurd 
partiality. This'reproof fo provoked the whole dflembly, that 
they rumed upon him with one confent, and hurried him to 
the brow of the hill, on which their city was built, with the 
defign to have caft him down headlong; But he miraculoufly 
withdrew himfelf from them, and went to dwell in Capernaum , 
which, by reafon of the lake on which it was fituated, was 
very convenient for his defigns. 

lie had not been long in Capernaum , before great numbers of ^ er _ 
people flocked to him; fo that one day, to avoid the crowds f orn (s ^a- 
that prefled upon him, he was forced to get into a boat belong- „„ _• 

• r n* n it n • i • iv.l r* 1 UlIFa* 


—O --- ----- / o i 

Ihore, he taught the people from thence. 


ing to Simon Peter, and defiring him to put out a little from the c i e3 t q 

As foon as he had p ernauMm 

done fpeaking, he bid Simon Peter caft his net for a draught;^ 
and was anfwered, that tho’ they had toiled ail night in vain, 
yet at his word they would try afrefli. They did fo, and caught 
fuch a large draugnt as was like to have funk the boat. Peter 
furprized at it, fell at his feet, and befought him to depart from 
fuch a (inner as he was : but yefus taking him up, bid him be 
of good courage, for he would from thenceforth make him a 
filher of men. Having then called his brother Andrezv , and the 
two brothers ydines and John, who were in another boat, he 
returned with them to the city. 

While he continued in Capernaum , he taught the people in 
the fynagogues on the fabbath-days, and difeourfed with fuch 
force and authority, as aftoniflied all his hearers. As he was 
one day preaching in a fynagogue, a man poflefTed with an un¬ 
clean fpirft cried out with a loud voice, and acknowleging him 
to be the holy one of God, expoftulated with him not to deftroy 
him. Jefus rebuking the unclean fpirit, ordered him to quit 
the man, who was immediately cured, to the furprize and 
amazement of all the fpe&ators. 

From the fynagogue our Lord retired to Peter’s houfe, where, 
upon touching Peter’s wife’s mother, who lay flck of a fever, he 
reftored her to perfect health. In the mean time the whole 
neighbourhood having heard of the furprizing cure of the de¬ 
moniac, brought difeafed people of all kinds, and fet them be¬ 
fore Jefus, who, according to his wonted compaffion, laid his 
saiids on every one of them, and fent them all home healed. 

During 
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During his abode in Galilee , he continued ftill confirming hi* 
do&rine with fuch numbers of miracles, that his fame reached 
all the neighbouring provinces of Syria and Phaenice. 

Jefus having made a progrefs thro’ Galilee , returned to Ca¬ 
pernaum ; ancf his houfe was immediately furrounded by great 
crowds, who came to hear his doctrines, and to bring their dif- 
eafed for cure. A paralytic, who had caufed himfelf to be 
brought on a couch, finding it impoffible to have accefs to the 
door of the houfe, caufed himfelf to be carried to the roof, and 
to be let down from thence. Jefus beheld their faith with 
pleafure, and addrefling himfelf to the paralytic, bid him be of 
good cheer, for his fins were forgiven. This provoked the in- 
u dignation of the fcribes and pharifees, who accufed him in their 

thefcrfbes hearts of blafohemy, in afluming a power peculiar to God. 
and pha- J e f us having nrft reproved their cenforioufnefs, then cured the 
rifees * patient before them; plainly demonftrating, that he was 

equally impowered to forgive fins, and to cure any infirmities. 

As he frequently went to the fide of the lake during hi. 
abode at Capernaum , he one day called unto him a rich publi¬ 
can, namea Levi or Matthew , who was fitting at the receit 
of cuftom, and alked him to be one of his difciples. Matthew 


He 

vied by 


hefitate 


but left his office and fol¬ 


lowed him, and became afterwards both an apoftle and 
evangelift. 

*¥ r Jefus, fome time after, departed for Jerufalem , to be prefent 

\f < S at the approaching feaft of the paflover. On the fouth-eaft fide 

o je>uja- ^ t ^ e c j t y there was a famous pool, called Bethefdah , adornei 

with five porticoes, in which lay a great multitude of poor ira 
potent people, with diftempers of all kinds, waiting for th 
moving of the water ; for at certain feafons it was miraculoull 
ftirred, and then had the virtue of curing the firft perfon tha 
entered it of whatever difeafe he was troubled. Jefus coming 
hither on the fabbath-day, and feeing a poor paralytic, who had 
been affli&ed 38 years, and had waited fome time at the pool 
without receiving any benefit, as others always ftepped into the 
water before him, he immediately healed him with a word’s 
fpeaking, and bid him take up his bed and walk home. While 
he was doing this, the Jews exclaimed againft him, for beari 
a burden on the fabbath-day, which was dire£tly contrary tol 

their law; and being: informed of what ^ r il 


fought to flay him. Jefus in 1 

did on the fabbath exercife the _ __ 

tion and mercy, he, who was his fon, might employ himfel 

alfo in a&ions of the like nature. The J\ -■ tU: " 


God 


call God 


:nuous the blinded J< 

. t r 1 i 

mercy 


difplai 


to convince them of their error, by chufing that day to . 
fome of the moft fignal ones, and exploding their cenfures b 


fuch cogent arguments as they could not gainfay. 


The phan 

fees, 
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fees, however, tho’ filenced by his arguments, and furprized The pha- 
at his miracles, would not ceafe their malice; but joined in rifees and 

consultation with the Herodians, tho’ a fe<£l quite oppofite to Iierodian$ 

them in principles, how they might take away his life, Jefus refolve to 
having timely notice of their wicked defign, withdrew himfelf murder 
towards the fea-coafts, whither he was foon after followed by him. 
multitudes from all the maritime parts, to whom he extended 
his wonted compaffion, both by teaching them and healing 

their fick. 

One night, having withdrawn himfelf from them and from He chutes 
his difciples, he went up to a mountain apart, and fpent the t he twelve 
whole night in prayer. On the morfow, returning to his dif- apoflles. 
ciples, he chofe twelve from among the reft to be the more im¬ 
mediate witnefles, preachers, and recorders of his life and 
doftrine. Thefe were Simon , furnamed Peter ; Andrciv his bro¬ 
ther ; James and John the fons of Z ebedee and Salome ; Philip j 
Bartholomew , fuppofed the fame with Nathanael ; Levi or Mat¬ 
thew, the publican and evangel ift; Thomas, furnamed Didymus, 
which figniftes a twin ; James, diftinguifhed by the name of the 
Lefs-, Si?non, furnamed the Canaanite , from Cana the place of 
his birth ; Judas or Jude, the brother of James the Lefs , fur- 
named alfo Lebbeus and Thaddeus; and Judas the traitor, fur- 
named Ifcariot. To thefe he gave the name of apoftles or mef- 
fengers; and, as he perceived the multitude gathering round 
him, he called the twelve nearer to him than the reft, and be¬ 
gan that moft excellent difcourfe commonly known by the name 
of his fermon upon the mount. 

On his return to Capernaum, he cured, at a diftance, the fa- He returns 
vourite fervant of a Roman centurion, who gave a fingular in- to Caper - 
ftance of his faith and humility. Jefus, on the day after, went mum. 
to Naim, where he reftored to life a widow’s only fon, as the 
people were carrying him out to his funeral; whereupon the 
aftonifhed multitude lpread forth his fame thro’ all that coun¬ 
try, and proclaimed him the prophet fent by God to redeem his 
people. 

Upon the fame of this and feveral other miracles, which our 
Saviour daily performed, John the Baptijl , who was ftill in pri- 
fon, fent two of his difciples to enquire of him, whether he 
himfelf was the promifed Meffiah, or if fome other perfon was 
to appear in that character. As our Lord was at that time 
working many miracles, and inftru&ing the people that were 
gathered about him, inftead of giving them a diredl anfwer to 
their queftion, he bade them go and report what they faw to 
their mafter. Having thus difmiiTed them, he began to difcourfe 
to the people concerning John, taking occafion to cenfure the 
unjuft judgment which the unbelieving Jews pafted upon that 
more than prophet, and upon himfelf. He proceeded to up¬ 
braid the feveral cities where moft of his miracles had been 
wrought, alluring them that their fall would be much more 
dreadful than that of Sodom and Gomorrah , whom fuch miracles 
would have excited to the deepeft repentance* Having then 

Vol, I, LI declared 
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declared that the myfteries of the gofpel revelation were better 
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adapted to the humble and modeitthan to the proud or worldly- 
wife, he concluded with an invitation to all who laboured un- 


der their finful burdens to come and experience how eafy 
was the yoke, and how light the burden, which he laid on his 


followers. 


He dines 


This 


with a 


to 


pharifee 


o 


a certain woman 5 who had been formerly noted for a lewd 

into the houfc, and throwing herfelf at his feet, 
with the tears that flowed from her eyes, and 
having wiped them with her haii^ killed them, and anointed 

. l * . L t i o s \i nt-m/mf fhwtntl- wh 


liver, cam 


walh 


Simon , who Hill retained 

t • f~\ 1 - - 


them with very precious ointment . - 

fomethine of the cenforious lpirit of his tebt, began to think 


7 ‘fi 
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avife he would have known the woman to be infamous, and con- 
fequendy not fuffered her to touch him. But Jefus viewed her 


ith 


with an anfwer as full of comfort as her. heart was of the fm- 


cerefh repentance and love. He alfo fatisfied his cenforious hoft, 


by a fit and pathetic'.parable, and made him pronounce her a 


worthy object of mercy. 


Makes a 
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Having made a progrefs, for fome months, thro’ feveral cities 


Cap 


F ro ^ ls people immediately reforted to him. A poor demoniac being 
into Ga- p K * «• * * * 1 1 - J --— 1 * • 
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brought to him both blind and dumb, he immediately reftored 
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him both to his fpeech and eye-fight, infomuch that all who faw 


it wuv. aftomlhcd, — .. o > 

that the perfon who did fuch wonderful works could be no 

~' ~ 1 ’ r however, and the 


Mefliah. The 


doctors of the law, afcribed the miracle to the power of th 
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devil, even to Beelzebub , the chief of the devils. 7*/z 
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confuted that fiander, by (hewing the folly of luppofing Satan 

^ •»• • i t • n i • _• *._ n 


lb far divided againft his own intereft. 
.nr-. i -r ° nai A^ 


The 


fum or miracle in evidence of his million; but he left them with 

o . , ^ i r .1 r i_ _ v _ 1 _/!_ 


this remarkable anfwer, that Alice thofe he had already fliewn 
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them were not able to convince them, there Ihould be no other 

« « 1 CN/ T I* 1 a t I 


{hewed them than that of Jonah 


was three davs and nights in the filK’s belly, fo Ihould the Son 
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of man be as many in the bowels of the earth, and rile again on 
the third. He afterwards went to the fea-lhore, and being Hill 

i*. 1. 1. _^_1 _ 1_ Cn/\m 


followed bv exeat multitudes, he entered into a boat, and from 


thence taught them in parables, an ufual way of inftru&ion 

U / _ . 1 TT n 1 1 . 1 r * f\ _1 t *_ 1!/* _ 


O 


had finilhed 


Ihip 


iilee. 


f 


us 


_ r _ _ , id Jefus afleep in the 

liorm arofe, which threatned their every mo¬ 
ment with fin ip wreck. Jefus being awaked by his flighted dii- 
cipies, blamed their pufillanimity and want of faith, and then 


J 
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with his powerful word rebuked the wind and fea, which imme- He fi lls 

diately obeyed. _ the wind 

' The next morning, as our Lord landedort the eaft fide of the ;md fea. 
lake, in that part of the province of Trachonitis which is called 
the country of the Gadarenes, two demoniacs, who had hitherto 
been fierce and untradable, and-had lived amon the tombs, 
came trembling to his feet, and acknowleged him to be the Sort 
of God. Our Saviour beheld them with his wonted pity, and 
afked the moll furious of them what was his name ; and' was 
anfwered Legion , becaufe a multitude of thofe evil fpirits had 
taken pofleflion of him.- Thefe, therefore, befought him, that Cures two 
if he call: them out he would fuffer them to enter into a neigh- d mo- 
bouring herd of fwine; which being granted, the whole herd niacs. 
was immediately feen to tumble headlong into the fea, to the 
number of 2000, whilft the poor objeds were reftored to their 
health and fenfes. The people of the neighbourhood, hearing 
of the deftrudion of the fwine, came in great crowds to the 
place; but whether they took amifs the deftrudion of the fwine, 
or thought themfelves unworthy of the Divine Prefence, they 
intreated our Lord to depart out of their country. 

He accordingly returned to Capernaum , where he reftored to He re* 
life the daughter of a ruler of the fynagogue; As he was pro- flores a 
ceeding to the ruler’s houfe, a woman, who had been afflided youngwd- 
with an iflue of blood for twelve years, prefled forward among man to 
the crowd, and touched the hem of his garment, being confi- life. • 
dent that fhe fhould thereby obtain a cure. She no fooner 
touched the garment, than ihe felt herfelf perfedly found ; but 
Jefus enquiring who had touched him, fhe came trembling, and 
falling down at his feet, declared to all the company both the 
caufe and miraculous effeds of her touching him; which he 
Was fo far from blaming, that he commended her faith, and im¬ 
puted her cure to the wonderful ftrength of it. 

Jefus performed feveral other miracles at Capernaum , and foon The itl- 
after went to his ungrateful city Nazareth. He entered their gratitude 
fynagogue as ufual, and preached to them with fuch powerful of the Na- 
eloquence, as aftonifhed the whole audience, Who were never- carets. 
thelefs fcandalized at his perfon, and began to upbraid him with 
the meannefs of his parentage and employment; Their per- 
verfe ftubbornnefs prevented his working any fignal miracles 
among-, them ; fo that, after healing a few fick perfons, he de¬ 
parted, never to vifit them again. 

Jefus began the third year of his miniftry with making a Jefus fends 
thorough progrefs through all the cities of Galilee, where behold- his apof- 
ingwith pity and compaffiort the multitudes that followed him, ties to 
and how few the labourers were in companion of the p lenti- preach, 
ful harveft, he lent his twelve apoftles, two and two, to preach 
alfo thro’ the diftant parts of Judes a. To qualify them for this 
high office,- he endowed them with his own miraculous gifts, 
commanding them to difpenfe them with the fame gratuitous 
liberality that they had received them. He told them the con-- 

fequences of their miniftry, which, inftead of entitling them 
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to temporal advantages, would expofe them to fundry kinds of 
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p 


The 


to all the parts of Palejiine where the Jews inhabited, while 
Jefus tarried in or about Capernaum , where he heard, about 
this time, of the Baptift’s death. His difciples foon after re¬ 
turned, and with no fmall joy acquainted him with the fuccefs 
of their late million. 


Pie rod fuf- 


Meanwhile 


Herod , he began to imagine that Job 


nun. 


7 ‘fi 

contrivances 


fert place. Great 


however, following him, after 
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he had inftrudted them for fome time, he caufed them all, to 
the number of 5000 men, beftdes women and children, to fit 
down on the grafs, and fed them miraculoufly with five barley- 
loaves and two fmall fifties, twelve baficets being filled with the 
fragments that remained. 

This ftupenduous miracle made fuch an impreflion on the 
multitude, that they no longer doubted of his being the Mef- 
fiah, and were therefore refolved to fet him up for their king 
by main force; but he knowing the mifchief of fuch a defign, 
caufed his difciples to take fhipping for Bethfaida j and having 
walks on difmiffed the multitudes, he continued till after midnight in 
the fea. meditation and prayer, and then walked over the fea to join his 

difciples, who, when they faw him, were greatly terrified, ima¬ 
gining they had feen an evil fpirit. Jefus telling them who he 
was, Peter, between doubt and furprize, faid, Lord, if it be 
thou , bid me come to thee on the water: and being permitted, 
ventured to walk towards him. His faith failing him, he be¬ 
gan to fink; upon which Jefus ftretched out his hand, and 
raifed him up. After they had entered the boat, there followed 
a calm, and they foon after gained the fliore, where he was 
again met by innumerable multitudes, who brought to him 
their difeafcd from all parts to be cured. Many of thofe whom 
he had lately fed in the wildernefs alfo joined him; but as he 
perceived they did fo from temporal motives, he defired them to 
be chiefly earneft after fpiritual food ; which difeourfe had luch 
an effect upon them, that the greateft part of them forfook him 
from that very hour. 

Thefe things happened a little before the third paffover after 
his entrance into the miniftry. Tho’ the Evangelifts do not 
mention whether our Saviour went to this feftival, yet it is 
probable that he did not negleft fo great an ordinance ; but to 
baffle the plots of the pharifees, he might keep himfelf private 
during his fflort ftay at Jerufalem. 

Upon hi's return into Galilee after the feaft, a certain number 


The pha 


rikes and 


Jerufalem 

him, to watch his words and a&ions, and to catch feme mat- 
ic"bes en- ter accu fation againft him. 

flavour to difciples for being fo impure as to fit down to meat with un- 
f nrra P waffled • ' ^ * ’ ’ • ’ ’ 

hi oa. impurity 


They 



that 



OF THE WORLD. 



Impurity was that of the heart; that they, by their ceremo¬ 
nious and fuperftitious obfervances, in many things, violated 
the Divine laws, and were merely blind leaders of the blind. 

The pharifees were highly piqued at being treated with fuch 
difrefpe£t; and our Saviour, to avoid the effedfs of their ma¬ 
lice, went to the coafts of Tyre and Sidon, where he cured the 
daughter of a Syro-Phoenician. , F rom the coafts of St don, JeJus He per¬ 
vade a prog re Is eaftward, thro’ Decapolls, about the head of the forms ma-. 
Jordan , and from thence to the fea of Galilee, not only curing ny mira- 
cvery fick peifon that was brought to him, but miraculoufly des. 
feeding the multitudes that followed him with feven loaves and 
z few fmall fifties. 

Having then difmifled the people, he embarked with his dif- 
ciples for the coaft of Dalmanutha ; . but he was no i'ooner ay- 
rived there, than the pharifees, joining with their enemies tne 
fadducees, came and demanded a fign of his being the Meffiali, 

He anfwered them as formerly, that they {hould have no other 

but that of the prophet Jonah ; and fo failed back with his dif- 

ciples to Bethfaida. From thence he went to the borders of 

Syria, near Cajarea Philippi, where, being minded to make 

fome trial of his apoftles faith and proficiency, he demanded of 

them what mankind thought of him. Being anfwered that he 

was fuppofed by fome to be John the Baptiji, by others Elias, 

or fome other prophet; he afked them what their own opinion 

was concerning him. To this Peter , for iiimfelf and the reft, Peter’s 

anfwered, that he was the Meffiah, the Son of God. On this noble con- 

noble confeflion, Chrift furnamed him Peter , or Rock , and pro- fcfiicn of 

mifed him upon that rock to build his church, to give him the Chrift. 

keys of his heavenly kingdom, and the power of binding and 

loofing; but he ftiidlly charged his apoftles not to declare to 

any man that he was the Meffiah, till he was rifen from the 

dead. He thenceforward began to prepare their minds for his 

Offerings, and to talk more openly of his death and re- 

furredhon; which they heard at firft with great emotion and 

aftoniftiment. 

About eight days after this, JeJus, to revive the hearts of He is 
his difciples, as well as to inftrudt them more fully in the na- ;ran$fi- 
ture of his kingdom, took Peter , James, and John, up to a gured on 
high mountain, and was there transfigured before them. This the mount, 
happened whilft he was at prayer, and probably in the night¬ 
time, when they fuddenly beheld a luftre darting from his 
face, outlhining even that of the fun. His garments contracted 
a fpendid whitenefs exceeding that of fnow. Mofes and. Elias 
appeared immediately after, in all the bri .:htncfs of their glo¬ 
rified ftate, and conferred with him about his future death and 
fufferings. Soon after a bright and luminous cloud furrounded 
the difciples, and a voice from thence proclaimed. This is my 
beloved Son, in whom lam well pleafed', hear ye him. At thefe 
words the apoftles fell proftrate on the ground, and remained in 
that pofture, ftruck with wonder and amazement, till their 
tnafter came and raifed them up j when, upon their looking- 

L 1 i stout. 




Foretells 

his cruci- 

♦ 

fixion and 
re fu rrep- 

tion. 


Goes to 

the feaft 
of taber- 

nacles. 

« • 


Appoints 
70 dii'ci- 
pies. 


Teaches 
in the 
temple. 


A G E NE RAL HIST O R Y 

* 

about, they were furprifed to find him alone, and in his ufual 
drefs and appearance. As they defcended the mount, he ftri&i 
ly commanded them not to tell any man what ftrange thing* 
they had feen until he was rifen from the dead. s 

jejus foon alter difcourfed again to his twelve apoftles con-< 
cerning his approaching death, and to allure them that he 
fhould be betrayed into wicked hands to be crucified; but 
that he fhould rile again on the third day : however, the hopes of 
a temporal kingdom had lo intoxicated their minds, that inftead 
of deliring him to explain further to them the grating myftery 
of his crofs, they rather debated how he was likely to difpofe 
of his new dignities, which they had more immediately in view. 
When they had entered Capernaum , Jfus, to give an effe&uai 
check to the ambitious thoughts of his difciples, took a child 
in his arms, and told them, that the only way of becoming 
great in his heavenly kingdom, was to be like that little 
child in innocence and humility. He recommended fuch chil¬ 
dren, and in them all humble chriftians, to the favour of man¬ 
kind ; adding befides many other noble precepts of morality. 

The fealt of tabernacles in the mean time drawing near, 
lome of our Lord’s relations were very earneft with him, more 
out of vanity than good-will, to go up to 'Jerufalem , to (hew 
in that city thofe great miracles which hitherto, as they 
faid, had been concealed in the obfcure corners of Galilee. 
Jefus for the prefent would not yield to their importunity, tho’ 
foon after he proceeded to Jerufalem ; but in a very private 
manner, for fear of awakening the jealouiy of his enemies. 
Before he reached Jerufalem , he was pleafed to appoint ano¬ 
ther college, of difciples, to the number of 70, whom he alfo 
fent out by two and two, with the fame inftrudtions and mi¬ 
raculous power which he had given to the twelve apoftles. 

The feuft of tabernacles being come, there was no fmall en¬ 
quiry made after our Saviour, nor fmall ftrife about him ; fome 
doubting whether he would .venture himfelf there, fome af¬ 
firming him to be a prophet, and others that he was an im- 
poftor. At length, about the middle of the feaft, he appeared 
publicly in the temple, and to their great furprife taught boldly 
and openly there. As many of the Jews believed openly in 
him, the magiftrates fent fome of their officers to apprehend 
him 5 but the fe, inftead of following their inftru&ions, came 
back filled with admiration, and told thofe chiefs that they 
never heard a man fpeak like him. Jefus foon after, in a fub- 
jime difeourfe, inftrudted the people, and taking occafion to 
expofe the wickednefs and degeneracy of thofe who fought to 
take away his life, he fo provoked them with his fevere reflec¬ 
tions, that they attempted feveral times to ftone him; but he 
as often miraculoufly conveyed himfelf away from them. 

Upon his departure from, the city, the 70. difciples rejoined 
him, greatly rejoicing becaufe the yery devils, by virtue of his 
name, were fubjeefed to them ; whereupon our Lord promifed 
them (till greater fuccefs 3 but bid them chiefly rejoice at hav- 

inf 
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ing their names written in Heaven. Having flopped at a flnall He is en¬ 
visage named Bethany , about two miles from Jerufak /«, he tertaincd 
was there entertained by Lazarus and his two lifters, one of by ,'W- 
whom, named Martha , was'very affiduous in preparing an ele- tha and 
gant fupper, whilft the other, named Mary , fat by jefus and Mary. 
iiilened 'to bis heavenly difcourfes. Martha at length com¬ 
plaining that her After left the whole care of the entertainment 
to her, received this fevere rebuke from Jefus \ that (he en¬ 
cumbered herfelf too much about the trifling affairs of a fup¬ 
per, whilft her wifer After was minding the one thing neceffary, 
the concerns of another and a better life. Upon his return to 
Galilee, his difciples, when he was one day praying with them 
in a private place, defired him to compofe a form of prayer for 
their ufe, as the Baptift had done for his difciples 3 whereupon 
he gave them the fame excellent form, called the Lord’s Prayer, 
which he had given them eighteen months before in his fer- 
mon on the mount. While Jefus refided in Galilee , he Went 
about teaching in every fynagogue, and in other convenient 
places, inftru£ting his followers with many excellent parables, 
and ftill confirming all with fome new miracles. 

Jefus foon after returned to JeruJaleniy and was prefent at the He cures 
feaft of the dedication of the temple inftituted by judas Macca- a man that 
bans. Having, on a fabbath day, cured a young man that was was born 
born blind, the miracle became very public, and the man who had blind, 
been cured, and his parents, wereftri&ly examined by the fanhe- 
drim. Great diltentions arofe in the court, fome affirming the 
aftion to be a breach of the fabbatli, and that Jefus was an 
impoftor; while others replied, that it was impoflible for a 
finner and fabbath-breaker to work fuch an extraordinary 
miracle. The parents of the youth having been examined, the 
young man was again called in, and defired to aferibe the glory 
of his cure to God alone 3 for as to the man who had wrought The. San- 
it, they knew him to be a finner and an impoftor. The young heddm 
man boldly replied, that fince the creation of the world no cudemn 
fuch cure had ever been wrought on a man bom blind ; and him. 
that as it was a certain truth that God heareth not finners, if 
Jefus therefore were not fent and empowered by God. he could 
never do fuch wonderful cures as thefc. This fcnfible reply 
having greatly exasperated them, they, in a bafe manner, up¬ 
braided him with his former blindnefs, which they uncharitably 
imputed to his depraved nature, and thruft him out of the 
afiembly. Jefus ftiortly after met him, and received him into 
his own church. 

Before the conclufion of the feaft, as Jefus was walking in 
Solomon’ s porch, feveral of the Jews came and required him 
to tell them in pofttive terms whether he was the Mefiiah or 
not. He anfwer'ed, that he had already fufficiently informed 
them of that, but to no efte£t. W e fir all omit a great number 
of his excellent fermons, parables, ftrenucus ftruggles with the 
incredulous Jews, and frequent perfections from the Phari- 
fees and 8 adduce as 3 but efpecially a much greater number and 
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variety of miracles which he wrought in the laft year of hi 

miniftry, to come to that celebrated one which determined the 
Sanhedrim at length to put him to death. We mean the n\r 


ing his 
buried. 


Lazarus 


'S 


He raifes 


Tho’ Jefi 


dead. 


Lazarus rus -> P reffin S him to come to the relief of their brother who was 
from the f ei j yet he delayed going to Bethany till Lazarus was 

dead. When Jejiis came to Bethany he was met by Martha 
who lamented with tears that he had not come fooner to have 
faved her brother. Jefus comforted her with the promife of his 
rifing again, which file, however, at firft underftood of his rifing 
at tiie iaft refurredfion. As they approached the fepulchre* 
they were joined by Mary with a great company of mourners 
who had come from Jerufalem. Jefus fympathizing with their 
forrow, could not refrain'’from weeping; but having ordered 
the.grave-ftone to be removed, after addrefling himfelf to his 
heavenly Father in a pathetic prayer, he called out, Lazarus 
co?ne forth ; whereupon he that was dead came out, bound as 
he was in his grave clothes, from which he was at the defire 
of Jefus immediately loofed. 


This 


V 


utmoft furprife 

and ailonifhment among all the fpedtators, the greateft part of 
whom began now to confefs him in good earneft to be the 
The Jews Mefiiah. The Sanhedrim being foon acquainted with this 
confult to tranfadfion, were in no fmall concern how to put an effe&ual 

flop to the encreafe of his fame and the number of his difci- 

ples. After fome folemn debate it was concluded, that whe- 


put .a 

to death. 


God 


for fear of 


giving umbrage to the Romans , it was highly expedient that 
he fliould die. From this time they entered into a combina¬ 


tion to have him apprehended and 


but Jeji 


Jefus is 


knowing that his hour was not yet come, withdrew himfelf 
into a fmall city called Ephraim, where he continued with his 
difciples till the approach of the paflbver. 


entertain- J, 


He left this place fix days before the feaft, and in his way to 


ed at Be- by Lazarus and his filters. 
thany, her extreme regard for Jefi 
where 


Mary 


Mary 


anoints his 


body. 


a precious ointment of fpikenard, the fragrancy of which filled 
the whole houfe. As this perfume was very valuable, his dif¬ 
ciples looked upon this as an adt of great profufion; and Judas 
ifcariot particularly alleged, that it would have been better to 
have fold the ointment, and given the money to the poor. 
Jefus feverely rebuked him,' and excufed the generous a&ion 
or Mary, as an anticipation of his burial rite j adding, that 
the memorial of it fhould be preferred to her honour as far as 


The fame of Jefi 


mould 


Jerufali 


f Jews, who had come to be prefent at the feafl, went 
‘ cut 
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ou t to meet him, to conduit him into the city in a triumphant Chrift en- 
manner. At Bethphage , within a fhort mile of Jerusalem , Jefus ters Jeru- 
directed two of his difciples to a place where two roads met, falem in a 
and bid them bring from thence a fhe afs with a young colt by trium- 
her that had never been backed. The afs and colt being phant 
brought, Jefus was mounted on the latter, and proceeded in a manner, 
kind of triumph to Jerufalem , the multitudes who accompanied 
him ftrewing the way with their garments and green boughs, 
crying out, Hof anna ! blejfedis the fon of Daw i, and bleJJ'ed is 
the king of Ifrael , who cometh in the name of the Lord. JeJus re-^ He filen- 
paired immediately to the temple, and as he had formerly done, C es the 
expelled all the mercantile brood from that facred place, con- Pharifees, 
vincing them of his authority in fo doing, by working feveral J 
cures there on the fick, lame and blind, the children in the 
mean time making the temple refound with their acclama¬ 
tions of Hofanna to the fon of David > to the great difpleafure 
of the Pharifees. 

When the evening came, Jefus withdrew himfelf and his 
difciples for that night to Bethany ; but next morning he re¬ 
turned to Jerufalcm , and went ana difcourfed to the people in 
the temple. The chief priefts, fcribes and rulers of the peo¬ 
ple knowing that he had no commiffion from the Sanhedrim, 
came and demanded of him by what authority he proceeded in 
that manner. Inftead of anfwering their queftion dire&ly, he 
put another to them, namely, whether the baptifm of John was 
of divine or of human inftitution ? To fay that it was of di¬ 
vine inftitution, would have been to accufe themfelves of im¬ 
piety and incredulity j and to fay that it was purely human, 
would have drawn upon themfelves the indignation of the peo¬ 
ple, who all looked upon John as a prophet; they therefore 
anfwered, that they did not know. Jefus replied, that it was 
then unneceffary for him to give an account of his commiffion 
and authority, fince they feemed to grant that a man might 
lawfully preach and baptife, and entertain difciples as John did, 
without the appointment of the Sanhedrim. He then delivered 
feveral parables to upbraid them with their hypocrify, cruelty, 
and contempt of religion, denouncing the fevere judgments of 
God againlt them on thefe accounts. The Pharifees highly 
irritated by his parables, went away with a firm refolution of 
finding out fome occafion of cutting him off. They accord¬ 
ingly, with the Sadducees and Herodians , put feveral enfnaring 
queftions to him, which however turned out to their own 
confuljon. 

Jefus having returned in the evening to Bethany , refolved to Walhes 
give his difciples a teftimony of his love, and to teach them his difci- 
humility and charity, two virtues which of all others were more pi es feet, 
efpecially requifite in their miniftry of the gofpel. He ac¬ 
cordingly rofe from the table at fupper, and having laid afide 
his upper garment, and girded himfelf with a napkin in the 
guife of a waiting fervant, came with a bafon of water, and 

began to walh their feet and t<? wipe them with the towel 

which 
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which girded him. Amazed at this condefoenfion, St. Peter 
when he came to him, refufed at firft to admit of fuch a fer! 
vile office from his heavenly matter; but When Jefns urged the 
neceffity, and in fome meafure intimated to him the fymbolical 
intent of it, he then readily complied. Jftes having finifhed 
his humble talk, refumed his upper garment, end addreffed 
himfelf to his apoftles in words to this effedl: 6 Ye rightly call 

* me lord and matter, for fo I am. If then you have i'een me 
‘ for your example and encouragement, conaefcend fo low as 
c to wafh your feet, know and remember that thofe who pre- 
6 tend to be my dilciples, mutt never think themfelves above 

* performing the lowett office of charity to one another.’ H e 
concluded feveral other heavenly difcourfes, with which he 
then inftrudled them, with an elegant and pathetic defcription 
of the laft day, when every man fhould receive the reward of 
his deeds done in this life, according as they were good or evil. 

Whilft he was thus inftrudfing his difciples, the Sanhedrim 


gains with were holding their confultations how to lay hands upon him 
the San- at fome proper feafon, when the multitude were out of the way. 
nn tt) Judas having refolved to betray his matter, came to them as 

they were affembled in the high prieft’s houfe, and for 30 
pieces of filver, which he then received, agreed to deliver him 
up into their han’s in the moft private manner. 

The day of fcaft being come, in which Jefus was toce- 
lcbr.'te his latt and folemn pattover, he directed two of hisdif- 


betray 

him. 


Jtf s ce 
lebnrcs 
the pall 
over. 


Jerufali 


fhould prepare all things for it; and h< 
with the rett of the twelve towards the evening, 
were eating the pafchal fupper, he told them, with fome con- 


While they 


fhould 


‘Judas 


forfake him on that very night. At the conclufion of the fup 


and infli- 
tutes the 


74 } 


bread, and having broken and blettcd it, dif- 


tributea it among them, faying, Take, eat, this is my bodywhid 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. Then taking 


per 


He enters 


facrament ana bleffing the cup of wine alfo, he faid, Drink ye all of this 
of his fupyar this is my blood of the New Teft ament, which is Jhed for you . 

and for many , for the re?niffton offins. He ended this folemn in 
ftitution with alluring them, that the traitor’s hand which wai 
fhortly to betray him, was juft ready to deliver him up t< 
death. 

Jefus, immediately after, patted over the brook of Kidron Wit! 
his difciples, and entered into a garden at Gethfemanc on tn 
mount of Olives. Having bid fome of his difciples remain a 
the entrance of the garden, he advanced farther with Petit 
James , and John , that as they had been the witnettes of hisglo 
rious transfiguration, they might now be fo of his prefer 
forrows and dreadful agonies. He defired them to be watch 
ful, and going a little way from them, his human nature be 
gan to feel the moft violent ft niggles between flefh and fpinV 
the apprehenfion of his future fufferings, fo that throwing 

le 


garden. 



* ■- 


- % r 


OFT 


WORLD 


5*3 


{elf proftrate on his face, he prayed with the utmoft fervency, 
mixed with the. moft fubmilfive refignation to the heavenly 
will, that if it were poffible the dreadful cup might pafs from 
him. He repeated the fame prayer twice more, but with iuch 
fervency and fuch refignation, that the vehemency of the ftruggle 
between the two paffxons, joined to the protpect of what he 
was to undergo from the malice of men and devils, threw him 
into an agony and bloody fweat, infomuch that there was an 
angel fent on purpofe to comfort and ftrengthen him under it. 

Judas, in the mean time, had dipt away from the apoftles, Isbetray- 
and now entered the garden at the head of an armed band, to- ed and ap- 
gether with fome of the retinue of the chief priefts, Pbarifees , prehend- 
and elders of the people. When he came up to Jefus, he fa- ed. 
luted him with a kifs, which being the fignal agreed on with 
his followers, they immediately laid hold on JeJ'us. Peter fee¬ 
ing violence offered to his matter, drew his fword and ft ruck 
off the ear of one of the high-prieft’s fervants ; but was feverely 
rebuked by Jefus , who by a miraculous touch healed the 
wounded perfon, and then fuffered himfelf to be bound and led 
away as a malefactor j which his difciples no fooner perceived 


than they fled. 


has 
he 


Jefus was conducted by the foldiers to the houfe of Caiapl 
,e high-prieft, where the Sanhedrim was then fitting. T 
council perceiving, that from his own. confefiion they could 
raife no accufation agair.ft him, called over the falfe witneffes 
whom they had procured ; but thefe either difagreed in their 
ftories, or came not fufficiently up to the point. The high- 
prieft at length had recourfe to an expedient, by which he 
thought to make him turn his own accufer. He rofe up, and The San- 


God 


of God 


Upon his readily anfwering in the affirmative, and adding, him guilty 
that they fhould hereafter be convinced of it when they beheld 0 f blaf- 
him fitting at the right-hand of power, and coming in the phemy. 
clouds of heaven, he rent his cloaths, which was not lawful 
for an high-prieft to do, and pronounced him guilty of blaf- 

_ /nr' i r\ r . i im • • i •.» 't ♦ i 


The 


phemy 

having declared him guilty of death, they left him till next 
morning to the mercy of the guard, who offered all the a<fts 
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perfon. 


barbarity 


John 


latter of whom was known to fome of the -family* had got ad- nied. ' 
mittance into the hall, willing to know what was likely to be 
determined concerning their mafter. Their courage, however, . 
foon cooled again when they faw what treatment he under¬ 
went from an enraged and intuiting rabble j fo that Peter being 
thrice challenged for one of his difciples, as often ftifly .denied 
•t, adding to his laft denial many oaths and execrations. The 
cock immediately crowing, and our Saviour giving him a pity- 

ing 



3** A GENERAL HISTORY 

ing look, he was inftantly Rung with compun&ion, and went 

out and wept bitterly. 

Early next morning the Sanhedrim met at their room in the 
temple, whither they ordered Jefus to be brought, and having 
again enquired of him whether he was the true Meffiah and 
the fon of God, and again received the fame anfwer, they con¬ 
demned him as guilty of blafphemy, and then propofed to carry 

him before the Roman governor, to have him alfo condemned 
The re- by him. Judas , in the mean time, finding that his mailer 
morfe of was delivered to the fecular power, repented of his perfidy, 

and taking the money that was the reward of his treafon 
threw it down before the council, owning himfelf the vileft of 


Judas , 
and dread 


ful end. wretches for having betrayed an innocent perfon to them. But 

they regardlefs of his forrow and defpair, bid him look to it; 
upon which he went, and as moft verlions render it, hanged 
himfelf. The fcrupulous priefts thought it unlawful to put 
the money, which he had thrown among them, into the trea- 
fury, becaufe it was the price of blood, but purchafed with it 
a piece of ground for a burying-place for ftrangers. 

Jefus The Sanhedrim having ended their procefs againft Jefus, 

brought hurried him before the Roman tribunal, not that they were at 
before this time deprived of the power of life and death, but that 
Pilate. they might throw the odium of his death upon the Romans , 

and that they might make our Saviour undergo a more fevere 
and ignominous punifhment than they themfelves could inflifl 
upon him, as crucifixion was a death which their law had not 
proferibed. They now accufed him therefore of a civil crime, 
and told Pilate the Roman governor, that they found Jefus per¬ 
verting the nation , and forbidding to pay tribute to Cafar. Pilatt 
at firft had refufed to intermeddle in the affair; but upon this 
3 aft accufaiion, he caufed Jefus to be brought before his tribu¬ 
nal, where he afked him, Whether he was really a king! 
Jefus readily anfwered him in the affirmative; but added at the 
lame time, that his kingdom was not of this world, for if ii 
had, his fervants would have fought in his defence, and have 
faved him from falling into the hands of his perfecutors. Wher 
he heard that he difclaimed all right to fecular kingdoms, he 
rofe and went out to his accufers, who had refufed to entei 
the judgment-hall for fear of polluting themfelves, and tolc 
Pronounc* them, that he could find no fault in their pretended criminal, 
cd inno- The Jctvs, upon this difappointment, grew exceedingly 
cent by fierce and clamorous, and affirmed, that Jefus had filled no 

him, on ly Jerufalem and all Judcea , but even his own country of Ga¬ 

lilee, with his feditious dodfrine. As foon, therefore, as Pilot 
heard that he was of that country, and confequently of Herd'. 
and fent jurifdidfion, hefenthim immediately to Herod , who wasthei 
to Herod\ in Jerufalem on accoun of the feaft, hoping thereby at onci 

to lay an obligation on that tetrarch, with whom he had beei 
variance, and to throw the whole burden of this? intricati 


and dangerous trial upon him. 


Herh 
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Herod was glad of having this opportunity to gratify his cu- 
rlofity ; for having heard much of our Saviour’s fame, he ex- 
pefted to fee fome miracle or other performed by him. J<fas y 
however, not vouchfafing to anfwer any of Herod’s questions, 
he looked upon him as a defpicable perfon, and turned him 
over to his guards, with orders to carry him back to Pilate ; 
who when Jefus was brought again to him, declared to the He is 
Jflvs, that ne could not condemn a perfon in whom, after the brought 
ftri&eft examination, he had not been able to find the leaft back to 
crime. ‘ I will therefore, added he, infii£t fome lighter punifh- Pilate. 
‘mentupon him and let him go.’ They, however, being only 
more clamorous to have him crucified, Pilate had recourfe to 
another expedient to fave him. ‘ You know, faid he, that it 

< j s a cuftom for your governors to releafe to you on thefe fefti- 

< vals fome one criminal whom you fhall name. Tell me, 
t therefore, fhall I deliver to you this man or Barahbas , who 
«lies in prifon for an infurre£tion and murder.’ To his great 
furprife, the people, inftigated by the priefts and rulers, de¬ 
manded Barabbas to be releafed, and Jefus to be crucified/ in 
jpite of all he could fay in his behalf. Pilate , in hopes of ap- 
peafing the people, ordered Jefus to be fcourged, which was He is 
accordingly done ; and the whole cohort then gathering round fcourged, 
him, threw a ragged purple robe about his mangled body, fet 

a crown of thorns upon his head, and put a reed in his hand. 

Whilft fome bowed the knee to him in mockery, others buf- 
fetted him, fpit upon him, and ufed him with the utmoft info- 
lence and inhumanity. 

Pilate^ in hopes of moving the people’s companion, ordered 
him to be brought forth in this piteous plight; but fo far were 
they from melting at the fight, of fo deplorable an objeft, that 
they raifed their cries louder and louder for his crucifixion. 

Pilate ftill alleging that he found no fault in him, they began 
to accufe him of blafphemy. 4 We have a law, faid they, which 
‘ condemns him to death for calling himfelf the fon of God.’ At 
thefe laft words Pilate , ftill more terrified, took him again to 
His tribunal, and began to enquire into his original and pedi¬ 
gree; but Jefus not thinking proper to anfwer him, he tried 
to provoke him to it, by reminding him, that it was in his 
power to condemn or releafe him. Jefus replied, that fuch 
power he could not have over him, were it not permitted him 
from above, and that he fhould therefore be accountable for 
his abufe of it, though the greater guilt fhould fall on thole 
who had delivered him up unto him. This replj made Pilate 
ftill the more defirous to releafe him; but the Jews exclaim¬ 
ing, that if he did not punilh a man who fet himfelf up for a 
king, he was an enemy to Cisfar, the governor, who knew 
the jealous temper of Tiberius, had no longer courage to with- 
ftand their importunities. He therefore returned to the hall, and Well¬ 
and having firft walhed his hands before them all, and declared vered to 
himfelf guiltlefs of the blood of that innocent perfon, he de- oecruct- 

livered him up to be crucified, and releafed the feditious mur- fied * 

derer. 
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malice gratifiec, 

pojierity 
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they cried out. May bis blood fail 


He is 


Jefus being thus condemned to the crofs, the foldiers and 
officers, after they had acted over again their former infults 
and indignities, ftripped him of his mock royalty, and put on 
him his own garments. Having laid his crofs on him 

u- -4.U 4. —„ -. > . c y 


bear his 
crofs. 


Hebrew 


Jefi 


He 


thieves 


fied. AA 

with watching and fufterings, funk under t&e weight of his 
crofs; whereupon they compelled a Cyrenean Jew , named 
Simon , to bear it the reft of the way. Among the vaft throngs 
that followed to fee this execution, many could not help melt¬ 
ing into tears at the fight of his mifery; which when our 
Saviour obferved, he defired them not to weep for him, but 
rather at the difmal profpeCt of their future ruin, when their 
calamities would make them wifh that they had no pofterity 
to inherit the miferies that would fall upon the nation. 

_u- It was now about the fixth hour of the day, anfwering to 

cified be- our mid-day, when they came to the place, where they offered 
tween two him fome wine mixed with myrrh; v/hich when he had tailed, 

he refufed to drink (a). They then ftripped him of his cloaths, 
and fattened his body to the crofs with nails driven through his 
hands and feet, while he was earneftly praying to his father to 
forgive them a deed which they committed thro’ignorance. 
To add to the ignominy of the execution, his crofs was reared 
betwixt two others on which were crucified two common ma¬ 
lefactors ; one of whom, however, while many of the fpeda- 
tors were deriding him with fcornful faunts, expreffed his be¬ 
lief in him as the Meffiah ; for which noble inftancc of faith, 
Jefits allured him that he ftiould be that night with him in Pa- 
radife. Whilft Jcfus was hanging on the crofs, he beheld his 
forrowful virgin mother ftanding by, and with her flood his be¬ 
loved difciple, with Mary Magdalen and fome other women. 
Jefus recommended her to the care of his favourite difciple, 
entreating them to fhew to each other the endearing duties of 
mother and fon; and from that time John took her to bis 
own houfe. 


(a) This is the account of St. 
Mark ; but in St. Matthew, the 
potion is faid to have been a mix¬ 
ture of vinegar and gall; on which 
account interpreters have been at 
a great lofs how to reconcile the 
evangelifts. According to the 
learned Ligbtfoot, it would feem 
that two cups had been offered to 


our Lord at the time of his pal- 
lion, one of wine mixed with 
myrrh, which was a cordial 
draught prefented to him by i 
friends before he was nailed fc 
the crofs, and another of vinegai 

I 

by the foldiers, in an infultingaw 
fcofSng manner, when he tvs 
hanging on the crofs. 

Me# 
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Meanwhile an horrid darknefs overfpread the face of the Aftrange 
earth. The fun withdrew his light, and the ftars appeared j darknefs 
and tae darknefs was the more remarkable as there could be no and other, 
natural eclipfe, the moon being then at full. This unnatural ligns. 
darknefs and diforder, which 1 ailed from the fixth to the ninth 
hour, was followed by a greater, when Jefus, quite fpent with 
pain and anguilh, cried out, Eli, Eli , lama fabacbtani ; that is, 

Mr God , my God , why haft thou forfaken me. Having then tailed Chrift ex- 
of the vinegar which was extended to him, he faid. It is finijhed , pires on 
and then bowing down his head, recommended his foul into the crofs. 
his father’s hands, and fo gave up the ghoft. 

Immediately upon his expiring, the frame of nature fell as 
it were into convulfions. The earth quaked, the rocks were 
cleft afunder, the graves opened, the dead arofe, and the veil 
which covered the moll holy place was rent in twain from the 
top to the bottom, uncovering thereby thofe holy mylleries 
of the Mpfaic difpenfation which now in his death had their 
full accomplilhment. The centurion and infidel foldiers, who 
attended the execution, were fo affedted by thefe prodigies, 
that they confefled him to be the fon of God. The JewiJh 
priefts and elders, however, ftill continued impenitent, and as 
their grand feftival was to happen on the morrow, they requefted 
Pilate to caufe the legs of the bodies hanging on the crofs to 
be broken, to haften their deaths, and their bodies to be taken 
down; which was accordingly executed on the two thieves : 
but when the foldiers came to Chrift, and found him already 
dead, inftead of breaking his legs, one of them thruft his fpear 
into his fide, from whence iffued forth water and blood. By 
this and many other circumftances were fulfilled many pro¬ 
phecies concerning him contained in the facred writings, which, 
however, the perverfenefs of the Jews prevented them from 

confidering. 

Jofeph of Arimathea , a town not far from Joppa , who was a He is btt~ 
wealthy and honourable JewiJh ruler, having obtained leave r j ec j. 
from Pilate to bury the body of Jefus , took it down from the 
crofs, and being affifted by Nicodsmus , embalmed it with myrrh 
and aloes, and depofited it in a new fepulchre which he had 
caufed to be hewn out for himfelf in a rock near the place of 
execution. The Jews , in the mean time, reprefenting to Pilate, 
that as Jefus had formerly boafted that he would rife the third 
day, it was highly neceffary to have his tomb well guarded till His tomb 
that day was patt, left his difeipies fhould privately fteal his fealed and 
body away, and then give out that he was really rifen, which guarded, 
might prove a more dangerous fedudlion to the people than any 
they had yet fallen into. Pilate eafily agreed to what they 
a(ked, and to prevent any impofition of that kind, told them., 

‘ Ye have a guard, go ye therefore and make every thing as 
* fure as ye can.’ So they went and placed a guard at the 
door of the fepulchre, and fet their feal up.on the ftone that was 
at the mouth of it. _ * 

But 
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Chriftrifes But this care to prevent any private attempt, only ferved to I 
from the make the truth of the refurre&ion of Jefus appear in thfe I 
dead. ftrongeft light. Mary Magdalen , and the other women who 

on Friday evening had prepared fpices and perfumes, went to I 
the fepuichre early on the morning after the fabbath, to em¬ 
balm again our Saviour’s body. They feem to have been ig, 
norant of the guard that was placed there, and to have been 
only follicitous how to get the large ftone that was at the en¬ 
trance removed. But that obftacle was already taken off by a 
miraculous earthquake, which had likewife put the guards to 
flight, fo that on their arrival they found the ftone rolled on 
one fide, and an angel cloathed in refulgent array fitting upon 
it. They were informed by this glorious meflenger that Chrift 
was rifen, and were alfo deffred to carry the apoftles the news 
of it. They did fo accordingly ; but thofe, ftill backward to 
believe, looked upon it as the efte&s of fancy and delufion. 
Peter and Out of curiolity, however, Peter and John ran to the fepul* 
John go chre, and found the thing true according to the womens re- 
to the fe- port, the body gone, the burying-cloaths lying on the ground, 
pulchre. and the napkin that was about his head carefully folded and 

laid by itfelf. Jefus foon after difcovered himfelf to Mar} 
Magdalen , who came haftily to the apoftles, and allured them 
that the Lord had appeared to her in the garden. This further 
confirmation of his refurre&ion, however, could not difpel ei- 
Chrift ap- ther their forrow or unbelief, till Jefus at length came and 
pears to fhewed himfelf unto them, and gave them a gracious All hail, 
the apo- In the mean time, the guards, in a great fright, fled into the 
files. city, and related what had happened to the chief priefts and 

rulers. They immediately called a council; but inftead of 
yielding to the evidence of thofe witnefles, they chofe malici- 
oufly to fupprefs the truth, and bribed the watch with a con- 
fiderable fum fo give out that his difciples had ftolen him away 
while themfelves were afleep. This report, which was in itfelf 
moft abfurd, fince if the guards were really afleep they could 
not have told what was then a£ted,was greedily fwallowedbythe 
greateft part of the Jeivs , and went current among them for 


He joins 


many 

On 


two of his o* ms ancipies were wanting luwarus rsmmuus, n 
difciples Jerufalem y he joined them on the road, and afked them the 
going to fubje£t of their difeourfe, and why they appeared fo difeonfo-* 

late. Cleoihas, one of the two, in a kind of furprife that he 


going tt 
Emmaus 


late. Cleophas, one of the two, in a kind of furprife that he 
ihould feem fo great a ftrangcr to the tranfaclions of the laft 
week, began to give him an account of them, and of thole of 
that day j concluding, that tho’ they had hitherto looked upoit 
Jefus as the future deliverer of their unhappy nation, yet in 
fpite of the report of his refurre&ion, their hopes were now 
almoft at an end. Hereupon Jefus took occafion to reprove 
their incredulity, and from the teftimony of the prophets, to 


the 


fliould 


O 


s exal¬ 


tation- 
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tation. As they drew near to the village, Jefus made a ftiew as 
jf he defigned to go farther; but having been comforted by his 
difcourfe, they, with fome intreaty, prevailed upon him to 
ftay. He did fo; and being fat down at table, began with the 
breaking of bread : upon which they knew him* and he imme¬ 
diately vanilhed. 

As foon as the two difciples had recovered from their fur- 
prize, they haftened to Jerufalem , and acquainted their fellow- 
apoftles with what had happened to them; and they, in return, 
informed them, that their Lord had alfo appeared unto Peter. 

Several among them ftill remained incredulous; but that even- v Appear* 
ing, when they were fat down to fupper, with the gates barred t0 ^ 
for fear of the Jews-> Jefus came in, and faluted them; and to a p 0 fti es a * 
convince them that he was not a fpirit, he commanded them f U pn er> 
to draw near and confider his pierced hands and feet, handle his 
body, and fatisfy themfelves, by all proper means, that he was 
their real rifen Lord and Matter. Having then a little up¬ 
braided them with their unbelief, he gave them feveral great 
and weighty inftru&ions, conferred new powers upon them, 
and left them with his ufual blefling. Thus ended the firft 
day of the week, which, in honour of our bleffed Saviour’s re- 
furre&ion, has ever fince been kept as the fabbath among 

Chriftians. ( 

On the Sunday following, Jefus again appeared to the apo- He again 

files, and, to convince ’Thomas , furnamed Didymus , who had appears td 
been abfent at his former appearance* and ftill remained in- them, 
credulous, he defired him to feel the wounds in his hands and 
fide. Thomas was no fooner convinced* by this means, than he 
confeffed him to be his Lord and his God. Some days after, 
they all left Jerufalem , and went, according to his appoint¬ 
ment, into Galilee , where he again appeared to them; Having He eats 
condefcended to eat and drink with them, he entered into a and drinks 
converfation with Peter j and having thrice demanded of him withthem, 
if he loved him, and thrice received a declaration that he did, 
he each time enjoined him to take care of the flock which he 
had committed to him. After' this, in a figurative fpeech, he 
fignified to him by what manner of death he was to glorify 

God. j . . 

Our Lord, after this, appeared to aboVe 500 of his difciples 
at once, on a certain mountain iii Galilee ; where he again §ave 
them frefh aflurances of his never-failing love, care, and pro¬ 
tection, to the end of the world j renewed his commiflion and 
miraculous powers to them, together with a promife of a plen¬ 
tiful effufion of the Holy Spirit, to direft thenj into all truth, and 
fit them for their glorious work of the converfion of the wdrld.- 
Having finifhed his difcourfe, he bid them return to Jerufalem^ 
and not to depart from thence till they had received the mira¬ 
culous effufion of the Holy Ghoft. He afterwards led thejri His afcen- 
from Jerufalem to the mount of Olives , and having given them £ on 
his folemn benedi&ioh, he mounted up Jnto Heaveri* whmt Heaven, 
they, in an adoring pofture, followed him with their longing 
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eyes till a bright cloud received him out of their fight. They 
ftiii continued to look up towards Heaven, till two angels ap, 
eared to them in bright apparel, and informed them, that their 
Lord and Matter, who was then departed into Heaven, Ihould 
at the great day of judgment, come again from thence in the 
fame vifible manner. 

Befides the hiftory of Chrift, written by the Evangelifts 
Jofephus , who lived and died a Jew-, gives tne following noble 
teftimony, concerning him. “ At the fame time there was one 
Jefus , a wife man, if at leaft he may be called a man, who 
was a great worker of miracles, and a teacher of truth to all 
that were defirous to learn it, and had a great number of dif, 
ciples, both of Jews and Gentiles. This was for, accord- 


<C 

u 

ct 
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“ ing to fbme copies, was believed to be) the Chrift, whom 

Pilate. 


a 

a 

cc 
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ording to the prophecies concerning him. 
fubfifts to this day; they call themfelves 


Tacitus , 


, thro’ the envy of the heads of our nation, caufed to 
to be crucified; but this did not hinder his difciples from 
cleaving ftedfaftly to him. He was feen by them three days 
after his death, accordin ' ’ ' 

<c The Chriftian fe£t 

“ by his name, and acknowlege him for their head.” 
the Roman hiftorian, alfo mentions Chrift’s being put to death 
by Pilate , in the reign of Tiberius *. 

His difci- After Chrift’s afcenfion, the difciples, to the number of 120 
pies tarry perfons, exclufive of the women, returned to Jerufalem , where 
at JeruJa- they fpent their time in a&s of religious worfhip, affembling 
lem. daily in a certain upper room, which they had made choice of 

for that purpofe. In one of thefe affemblies, St. Peter re- 
. minding them that the number of the apoftles was originally 
twelve, thought groper to propofe filling up of the vacancy 
which the traitor Judas had made in their number. Having ap¬ 
pointed Jofepb , furnamed Barfabas, and Matthias> who was one 
of the 70 difciples, for the two candidates, they folemnly im¬ 
plored the Divine diredlion in what they were going to do and 


then drawing their lots, Matthias was thereby elected into the 
apoftolical miniftry. 

The Holy The vacancy being thus filled, the apoftles and other difciples 
Ghoftdef- were all met together, in their accuftomed place, on the day of 
cends on Pentecoft, when on a fudden a prodigious noife, much like the 

rulhing of a loud impetuous wind, filled all the room where 


the apof¬ 
tles. 


they were, and there appeared a kind of cloven tongues of lire 
fitting upon each of their heads \ upon which they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghoft, and endowed with all fupernatural 
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preached to them in their different languages. Whilft fome of 
the ftrangers, ftruck with amazement at what they faw and 
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heard, were queftioning what the iflue of fuch a prodigy 
Would be, others abfurdly attributed it to fome excefs of new 
wine. 

Peter exploded that fuppofition, by reminding them that it 
was but the third hour of the day, or nine of the morning, 
when it was not cuftomary for the Jews to have eaten or drank 
any thing; and then proved to them from the Scriptures, that 
nothing had happened in this extraordinary change but what 
had been plainly foretold by the prophet JW (chap, ii.) He 3000 con- 
then mentioned thofe other oracles, which had prelignified the verted at 
death and refurre&ion of Chrift the true Meffiah; all which he once, 
fhewed to them with fuch powerful and convincing eloquence, 
that 3000 of his audience were immediately converted, to his 
doftrine, and continued ftridf and zealous profefTors of it.' 

Some time after, Peter and John having healed a poor cripple* 5 000more 
who fat begging at the gate of the temple, they were immedi- converted, 
ately furrounded in Solomon* s pprch by a great concourfe of 
people, to whom Peter difeourfed concerning Jefus, ih fuch 
a pathetic manner, that 5000 more were added to the num¬ 
ber of believers; who were fo perfectly united in their 
hearts and affedtions, that they became the admiration of their 
Very enemies. 

While the apoftles were thus inftru&ing the people, the malice The apof- 
of the rulers and high prieft was routed, and, at their inftigation, ties are 
the captain of the temple feized Peter and John ; who being quef- forbid by 
tioned by the fanhedrim, by what power they had wrought the mi- t h e fanhe- 
racle on the lame man, Peter boldly replied, that their power and d r i m to 
authority were both from Jefus of Nazareth , whom they had cru- preach 
cified; but God had raifed front the dead, and thereby declared Chrifti 
the Saviour of the world. As the miracle was indifputable, the 
fanhedrim, after confulting fome time apart, contented them- 
felves with charging them not to preach any more in the name 
of Jefus. To this Peter replied, that as they had received a 
contrary command from God, it was certainly their duty to obey 
God rather than them. 

Peter . and John, after a fecond threatening, being then d if- 
miffed, acquainted their collegues with what had pafled ; where¬ 
upon they all joined in prayer to God for a fupply of courage 
and affiftance extraordinary. At the conclufioli of their prayer* 
the houfe where they were was ftiaken with a mighty wind ; 
whereupon they were inftantly replenifhed with frefh meafures 
of the Holy Ghoft: fo that neither threatenings, perfecutions, 
racks, tortures, or cruel deaths, cGuld daunt their refolution in 
publishing the gofpfel of Chrift. , 

As the miracles performed by the apoftles were very nume* The apof- 
rous, and univerfally known all over Jerufaletn, the fanhedrim, ties are itti- 
which conlifted chiefly of fadducees, began to think it high time prifoned, 
to try fome feverer means to ftop the progrefs of chriftianity * and and mira- 
accordingly feized the apoftles, and caft them into the common culoufly 
prifon. But before the next morning they were fet at liberty by releafed, 
an angel; and when the court ordered them to be brought be- An. Chr. 

M m as fore 33. 
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fore them, they were informed, to their great aftonifhmenf 
that they were again preaching in the temple. They font for 
them from thence, yet without violence, for fear of the people 5 
and Caiaphas having expoftulated with them how they dared 
ftill to preach in the name of Jefus, they boldly anfwered, that 
they were bound to obey God rather than man ; adding, that 
Jefus , whom they had murdered, was undoubtedly the true 
Mefliah. This noble anfwer fo exafperated the high prieft and 
many others of the council, that they propofea to put the 
apoftles to death : but their refentment and fury was checked 
by Gamaliel , a learned pharifee, who flood up and reminded 
them, that if this new fedl was merely of human inftitution, it 
would foon be crufhed, as others of the like nature had lately 
been ; but if it was from God, it was vain as well as impious 
in them to oppofe it. He therefore advifed to difmifs the pri- 

foners, and wait the event, which was accordingly agreed to; 

and the apoftles being fcourged, and ordered not to preach any 
more in the name' of Jefus , were fet at liberty. 

As the believers were now very numerous, and had all things 
in common, the apoftles, that they might not be embarralted 
with worldly affairs,' appointed feven deacons to overfee the dif- 
tribution of the charity-money, and to direct other inferior 
matters. Stephen , one of thefe deacons, was a man of extra¬ 
ordinary faith, learning, and zeal, and being full of the Holy 
Ghoft, wrought fuch miracles among the people, that he gave 
great umbrage to the Jays. Having confuted many of the 
heads of the Jews who difputed with him, they in refentment 
accufed him of blafphemy before the fanhedrim, by whom he 
was condemned to death. Being then hurried out of the city, 
the witnefles, who were to throw the firft ftones at him, 
An. Chr. laid their upper garments at the feet of young Saul, then a 

zealous pharifee and enemy to Chriftianity, but afterwards the 
great apoftle of the Gentiles. Stephen , as he expired, called 


Seven 

deacons 

chofen. 


Stephen 
Stone J. 
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on God to forgive his perfecutors, and on Jefus to receive his 
departing foul. 

The death of this glorious firft martyr was foon followed by 
a grievous persecution againft the Chriftian converts. The 
young Saul feeing the difpofidon of the fanhedrim, voluntarily 
became the bloody inftrunient of their cruelty. He broke open 
houfes, feized upon all who looked like the difciples of Jefu>, 
and, without any re-peck to fex or age, fcourged and hauled 
them away to prifon. Wherever he came, he breathed out no¬ 
thing but threatening and {laughter $ infomuch, that mod of 
the believers, except the apoftles, were forced to leave Ja'ujp 
lem , and difpcrfe themfelves in the regions of Samaria , Spin, 
Phoenicia, Cyprus , and elfewhere, preaching the Gofpel; but 
ftill to the Jezus only. 

During this perfecution, Samaria received the gofpel by OK 
preaching of Philip , one of the feven deacons : and Peter anil 
John following him from Jerufalcm , imparted the Holy GW 
to the new converts, by prayer and irapofition of hands. S'm 
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Magus, who had raifed himfelf a great reputation at Samaria by them¬ 
es forceries, was baptized by Philip j but obferving the mira- f ives, 
culous effeft of the impofition of the apoftle’s hands, he of¬ 
fered to give them money to enable him to do the like: for 
which prophane propofal, Peter fliarply rebuked him; and af¬ 
ter-ages have branded his memory, by giving that new and 
unheard-of fin the name of fimony. The perfection at J 
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rufalem only ierving to propagate the 
the young Saul obtained letters from 
cus, authorizing him to feize on all thofe v/ho profefled the 
Chriftian faith in that city. As he was on his journey, how- 

he was rriiraculoufly converted, and afterwards became a 


ever. 


Vitellius 


publifher of the gofpel among the Genti] 


tfalem 
Jonathan 


In the 


mean time, a certain impoftor at Samaria , fome think Simon 


Magus 


if tliev would repair to their facred mount Garizim , he would 

A « m i 1 • 1 n at r r i i « « 


there. The 


Mofc 


but 

%y 


while they were ftill waiting for reinforcements, 
might be able to feize the mount, they were defeated and dil- 
perfed by fome troops fent againft them by Pilate, who after¬ 
wards caufed many Samaritans of the beft rank and quality to 


Q 

Marcellus 


his cruelty to Pilate re- 


7 


be beheaded. The 

Vitellius , tha 

vernment of - 1 , 

Rome. CaiusAi icceeding to the empire before he arrived at a a a. and 

Rome , that emperor, according to an antient tradition, banifhed bardflied 
Pilate to Vienne in Dauphin ?, where his mifery forced him to to Dau- 
kill himfelf with his own fword. Not long after the departure phine . 
of Pilate , Vitellius coming to Jerufalem with Herod Antipas , 
removed Jonathan from the priefthood, and gave it to his bro¬ 
ther Theophilus. All this while the Chriftian church increafed 
to a furprizing degree, not only in Judeca , but in many other 
parts of the world, to which the apoftles difperfed themfelves, 
after having left James the Lefs biftiop of the church at Jerufa- 
Icm. The propagation and planting of the Chriftian church 
having, from this period, but little connexion with the hiftory 


7 


and 


a&ions in Judcea. 

As the apoftles, by the miraculous converfion of Cornelius the 
Roman centurion at Cafarea , were at length inftrudled, T,hat 
the Gentiles were to befellovj-heirs , and of the fame body , and par ~ 
takers of God’s p romifein Chri/l , by the gofpel, they no longer made 

ruDle to inftruft and baptize the Gentiles 


any fcruple 


Jacob 


the Mejfah , thefceptre about the fame time departed /rw/Judah,' 
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yews being no longer allowed to govern themfelves by their 
own laws. 

Marulhs Marcellas , whom Vhelllus had trailed with the government 

governor of Judaa, was lucceeded by Marullus, fent from Rome by Caius 
of Judaa. who, at the fame time, gave to Agrippa , the grandfon of Herod 

the Great by his fon Arijtobulus , the tetrarchy of his late uncle 
Agrippa Philips adding to it that of Abilene in Syria. Agrippa , during 
1 the reign of Tiberius , had experienced a variety of fortunes, 

both at Rome , where he was brought up, and in Judeca ; and 
upon the acceffion of Caius to the imperial throne, was confined 
in prifon at Rome , and loaded with chains. Having continued 

a year with Caius , who had conferred on him the title of king, 
Agrippa embarked for Judeea, and in his way landed at Alexandria, 
where he was affronted by tne Alexandrians , Flaccus the gover¬ 
nor conniving at their infolence from his hatred to the 7, 


created 
king of 

Judi£a. 


whom he was then perfecuting in that city. 


ms, 


The am- 


tipci: 


Herod Antipas , who had formerly treated Agrippa with great 
bition of contempt, was now Hung with envy upon his arrival in Judaa 
Herod da- Wlt h tlie ta ] e °f king; and being continually teized by his wife 

Herodias , at length took a journey to Rome, to obtain the fame 
title from the emperor, Herodias accompanying him thither, in 
He is ba- hopes of affilling him in his fuit. Agrippa, however, fending 
nifhed to For tun at us, one of his freedmen, and acculing him of being con- 
Lyons. cerned in a confpiracy which Sejanus, the minifter of Tiberius, 

had lately formed againft that emperor, he was ftripped of his 

tetrarchy, and fent into banifliment to Lyons in France , whither 
'Herodias alfo accompanied him. Caius gave both his tetrarchy 
and all his treafures to Agrippa, after Herod had enjoyed the 
former 43 years. 

Caius or- Meanwhile Caius having taken it into his head to caufe his 
ders his flattie to be fet up in the very fan 61 uary of the temple, fent or- 
llatue to ders to Petronius , then governor of Syria, to fee it executed, 

be reared 

% 

in the 
temple. 

i\n. Chr. 


39 


and to have a number of troops ready, to prevent any obftruc- 
tion from the Jczus. Petronius accordingly affembled his army 
in the neighbourhood of Ptolemais j which giving an alarm to 
the Jezvs , he was forced to tell them the orders he had received. 

They, in the humbleft manner,aflured him,thatthey would fooner 

hazard the lofs of al| that was dear to them, even their lives, than 
fuffer their temple to be thus profaned. The remonftrances of 
the governor had no effedt upon them to divert them from their 
fixed refolution. They begged they might have leave to try to 
mollify the emperor, by an embafly. Petronius , however, ad- 
vifed them not to let their reludlance be fo much as fufpe6ted at 
the Roman court j but wrote himfelf to the emperor, informing 
him, that he met with difficulties in the execution of his or¬ 
ders, thro’ want of proper hands for the work, and on account 
of fome other obftrudtions. Caius was highly exafperated by 
this letter j and Agrippa, who was then at Rome , coming into 
his prefence as he was reading it, he faid to him, u Your 
‘‘ y-ewtjh fubjedis are ftrange creatures to refufe to acknowlege 

“ me fox a god a and to provoke my refentment againft them. I 
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it jj a( j commanded the ftatue of Jupiter to be fet up in their 
« tem ple, and they have, it feems, oppofed it, and raifed a kind 

« 0 f universal infurre&ion.” 

Thefe threatening words fo affe&ed Agrippa , that, after try* 
ine in vain to keep himfelf up, he fell into a fwoon, and was 
carried off into his own palace, where he continued in a weak 
condition till the third day, when he wrote a long and pathetic 
letter to the emperor, interceding for. his nation. The letter, Agrippa 
which Jofephus has inferted at length in his hiftory, ^made fome prevails 
impreffion upon the emperor in favour of the Jews ; and with him 
Agrippa having entertained him, a few days after, at a lump-waiter his 
tuous feaft, Cains, when he was well heated with wine, pro- re ib’.u>.ion. 
mifed to grant him whatever he fhould afk. Agrippa then beg¬ 
ged that he would lay afide his refolution of fetting ud the ftatue 
h the temple of Jerufalem. The petition, which fhewed not 
only the greateft difintereftednefs, but alfo the moft unfeigned 
love for his country and religion, had fuch an effect on that 
emperor, that he wrote immediately to his governor, that if 
his ftatue was not already fet up, he fhouid forbear doing 
it • adding, that he had altered his defign, out of friendlhip 
to Agrippa. However, thelightnefs of his temper foon made 
him repent of his complaifance to him ; fo that he defigrted to 
have made a fecond attempt unknown to him; but was cut off, 

before he could put his defign in execution. 

Agrippa having contributed to the fuccefiion of Claudius, that The fa- 

emperor in return confirmed to him all the grants of Cams, V our of 
gave him Judtsa, Samaria , and the fouthern parts of Idumea* Claudius 
entered into a folemn alliance with him, and made feveral edidts Agrippa. 
in favour of the Jews. At his requeft he alfo gave the kingdom 
of Chalcis to his brother Herod. Agrippa had the honours of 
the confuUhip, and Herod thofe of the praetorlhip, conferred 
upon him. Both were intitled to enter into the fenate, and to 
pay their compliments to the emperor in Greek , which was 

ufually done in Latin. , .. , . y,_ 

Agrippa foon after returned into his kingdom, where . he 

Ihewecf a more extraordinary attachment to the religion 

than any of his predeccfTors. He depofec, Theopkilus from 
high priefthood, and gave it to Simon Cant barns. He divelted 
him of it foon after, to beftow \t on Jonathan the fon o f Annas, 
who had already enjoyed it after Caiapbas: but he modeft y - 
fufing it, as thinking himfelf fufficiently honoured in having 
once enjoyed that dignity, the king conferred it upon his bro¬ 
ther Matthias. Agrippa was not only a zealous obferver of the 
Jewijh religion, but was alfo an excellent prince, and de¬ 
lighted in ads of generofity and clemency. Hejmlmged and 
beautified Jerufalem ; but was prevented from forti ymg Y 
an order* from Claudius . As he was very fond o p e S Agrippa 
the JaviJb nation, he began to perfecute the Chnftians, who, beheads 
froiff the time of St. Paul’s converfion, feem to have been very 
quiet at Jerufalem. The firft who fell a v&m to the kmg-s Le ^ 
popular zeal, was James , j'urpamed Boanerges , whom 
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Peter mi- to be beheaded. 


Haying alfo apprehended Peter, he caufed him 

, with the defign to have cut him off 


delivered, ately after the feaft of the paffc 


5 th of April, in the 

iras guarded by no 1c _ 

to his dungeon, and to fome of his guards: but on the very 


Peter 

chained 


mar 


him out of a found fleep, knocked off his fetters, opened the 
prifon door, and, without the guards once perceiving it, carried 
him quite out. 

Agrippa finding himfelf difappointed in his wicked defign 
commanded the keepers to be put to death, as fuppofing them 
acceffary to the apoftle’s efcape, and foon after went to Geefa- 
rea. While he was here, the ambaffadors of Tyre and Siam 
came to follicit an accommodation of fome difference that had 


between 


nppa, 


Agrippas 

dreadful 

death. 


tho’ highly difpleafed with them, appointed them a day of au¬ 
dience j and being dreffed in his royal robes, and feated on his 
throne, made fuch an oration, as the flattering multitude called 
the fpeech of a God, and not of a man. The king approving 
inftead of checking their impious flattery, was inftantly fmote 
by the angel of the Lord with a dreadful difeafe, of which he 
died in great torments five days after, being eaten of worms, 
even before his death. He left a fon of the fame name, who 

up at Rome. 


of 


Judtea 

again 
ade a 

~d 

province 


and three daughters. He died in the 54th year 
the 7 th of his reign. 

Claudius propofed to beftow the kingdom on his fon; but was 
diffuaded from it by his courtiers, on pretence that he was too 

to be trufted with the care of fuch a nation. 


Cufp 




is was 
but in concert with 


young 

being, therefore, again made a province 
fent governor, being ordered to a£t nothin 
Marfus governor of Syria, and to punifli t 
Jarea and Samaria for the indignities they had offered to the me¬ 
mory of the late king. It was about this time that the famine 
foretold by Agabus , a Chriftian prophet, began to rage; againft 
which the new churches, planted at Antioch and other places, 
fent the believers a liberal fupply, by the hands of Paul and 

Barnabas. 

* 

padus fu p- Fadus, foon after his arrival i rxjudaa, fupprefled the banditti, 
prefles the who were by that time grown very numerous and powerful. He 
banditti, alfo quelled an infurre&ion which the Jews had raifed againft 

the inhabitants of Philadelphia, or Rabbah of the Ammonites. 


Cajffius Longinus fucceeding Marfi 


being 


Jerufal 


> 


veftments 


- 7 -— --— 

the Jews having fent an embafh 
im, that the facred robes fhould 


poffeflion of the high prieft, as it had been granted fix years 
before. Herod king of Chalcis , at the fame time, obtained of 
the emperor the fuperiptendancy of both the temple and fa- 

' cred 
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cred treafury, together with the authority of naming whom he 
tfould to the pontifical dignity. After Herod’ s death, young 
Jgrippa obtained the fame grant for himfelf, and enjoyed it till 
the time of the JewiJb war. > 

Durjng the government of Fadus, one Theudas, an impoftor, Theudas 
drew great numbers of deluded Jcivs after him, bidding them an i mpo V 
follow him beyond Jordan, and promifing that he would divide tor be-" 

the waters of that river, as JoJhua had done, by his Angle word, headed." 
Fadus fent fome troops of norfe and foot after him, difperfed ' 

his followers, and having taken the impoftor, caufed him to be 
put to death. 

Cufpius was foon after fucceeded by Tiberius Alexander , an 
apoffate Jew, one of whofe firft exploits was the beheading of 
the two fons of Judas Galilee us, the head of the Gaulonitijh le£t. 

About the fame time Herod king of Chalcis depofed JoJeph the 
fon of Cami, and gave the priefthood to Ananias the fon of Ze- 
bedeus. He died foon after, in the 8th year of Claudius, who 
gave his kingdom to young Agrippa, in prejudice of Arijlobulus, 
the eldeft fon of the deceal’ed. 

Ventidius Cumanus, the fucceffor of Tiberius Alexander, gave The Jews 
rife to thofe troubles which ended in the ruin of the JewiJb infulted 
nation. One of his foldiers, who was placed as a guard at the by a Ro- 
the temple during the paflover, had the impudence to expofe his man fol- 
nudity to open fight j and when the Jews complained of the dier, 
indignity offered, not only to the nation, but to God, Cumanus, An. Chr; 
inftead of punifhing the offender, drew together all his troops, 48. 
which fo terrified the Jews, that they fled in the greateft fright 
and confufion j infomueh, that upwards of 10,000 were ftifled 10,000 of 
to death by their running over one another in the narrow paf- them kil- 
fages that led to and from the temple. The copies of Eufebius led. 
and St. Jerom fay 30,000. Some Jews of Galilee, foon after, 
being infulted by the Samaritans as they were going to one of 
the feafts at Jerufalem, Cumanus refufed to do them juftice: 
upon which the matter was carried before Quadrat us governor 
of Syria, who fent both parties to Rome, and Cumanus with 
them. There the Samaritans were condemned to die, and Cu¬ 
manus was fent into banifhment. 

The next governor of Judcea was Claudius Felix, the brother Felix go¬ 
of Pallas the emperor’s chief favourite, under whom the affairs vernor of 
of Judeea ran into greater confufion. The land fwarmed with j-d.ra. 
robbers ; and within the city were falfe prophets and pretended /\ n . chr. 
miracle-mongers, who were ever blowing the coals of difeon- 
tent and fedition ; fo that a day fcarcely palled in which fome 
dreadful execution was not made of fome of thofe mifereants. 

There were alfo great numbers of aflaflins, or zealots, who 
went into public places with daggers under their cloaks, and 
committed the moft horrid murders and butcheries, under pre¬ 
tence of zeal for their religion and liberties. 

One of their pretended Saviours, who came from Egypt, FalfeMef- 

drew after him above 30,000 men, who were, however, foon f ia hs. 

difperfed by the Ro?nan troops. One impoftor was no fooner 

gone 
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punifhing 


the feditious only, exercifed his cruelties on all indifcriminately, 
•whom his avarice or refentment marked out for deftru&ion. 
Jonathan , the late high prieft, gently remonftrating againft his 
proceedings, Felix caufed him to be aflaflinated ; which pradice 
immediately after became very frequent, the JewiJh chiefs, and 
even the pontifs, making no fcruple to hire the aflaffins, or 

i . . 1 ' i __ ___• 


king 


to rid themlelves or any p 
, Felix perfuaded Drujilla 


Emefa 


Paul 


A. ^ ^ A. C » JJ £ / ^ '- # ^ J 99 J 

and to be married to him, tho’ a Pagan, and one of the worft 

_ . i /it n. t \ i -1 t i /. 


preaches 

before Fe 


him 


Hie. 


6 o. 


that kind. When . # w 

and made that noble difcourfe on juftice, temperance, 

and a judgment to come, he himfelf was then made fenfible of 
his crimes ; for his confcience flung him fo feelingly, that he 
An. Chr. could not forbear trembling. He lent afterwards feveral times 

for St. Paul , not to be inftrudted in the truths of Chriftianity, 
but in hopes of receiving a bribe from him. After near two 
years, finding himfelf difappointed, and ready to be recalled 
from his government, he left his prifoner in bonds, to ingratiate 
. ‘ th the Jews. 

_ Portias Fejlus , his fucceflor, arrived at Judcea , the 

ceeds Fe- priefts had begun a civil war among themfelves, the occafion of 

lix. 

An. Chr. 


Fell 


When 


62. 


which feems to have been the frequent depofitions of the pon 

tifs, and their pretenfions - r " ^ r iL 

tythes than the inferior priefts could afford 


Paul de¬ 
fends him¬ 
felf before 
Fejlus. 


........ r - them. Each party 

ufed to go along accompanied with a troop of the Sicarii , who 
had frequent fhirmifties, and filled both city and country, even 
the very temple fometimes, with blood. Fejlus, during his 
fhort government, was almoft wholly employed in fuppreffing 
the bloody diflenfions of the priefts, the numerous bands of 
robbers in the country, and the feditious Jeivs, who took every 
opportunity to aflaffinate the Romans. Paul being brought be¬ 
fore him at Cesfarea, he pronounced him innocent of any capital 

crime, after a full hearing of both fides.. 

Fejlus , however, being willing to oblige the Jews, who ftill 
infilled that his crimes deferved death, propofed to Paul to go 
to JeruJalem to be tried ; but Paul , knowing the malice of his 
enemies, appealed to Cafar. Agrippa and his filler Berenice 
coming to wait on Fejlus , Paul was again allowed to fpeak for 
himfelf before them, and made fuch a noble defence, that 

Fcjl 


__ _ , , except that of having 

turned his brain with too much'l earning : but Agrippa, confcious 

- • * t r _ r _!__ 1 'll!_ 

truth 


convinced by him. 
at Jerufalem which 


Agrippa 
ft rmirtS 

7 


count, fent deputies to Rome , where they obtained leave to 
raife a wall, to obftrudt the vicf<v of the temple from Agrippa s 
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Fejlus dying towards the latter end of this year, Nero nomi- Minus 
nated Minus to fucceed him. Before the arrival of Minus, fucceeds 
/Inanus, a proud fadducee, on whom Agrippa had conferred the Feft us. 
high priefthood, aflembled a council, who condemned James 
the apoftle and bifhop of Jerufalem, with fome other Chriftians, 
to be ftoned to death; which fentence was accordingly exe¬ 
cuted. Minus, on this account, upon his arrival at Alexan¬ 
dria, writing a threatening letter to the pontif, Agrippa imme¬ 
diately conferred that dignity onjefus the fon of Damneus. 

The new governor, upon his arrival in Judeea, was at great 
pains to fupprefs the bands of robbers, who were now become 

very numerous and daring. 

Whilft thefe harrafled the country, Agrippa occafioned new Violent 

difturbances in the city, by conferring the high priefthood on fa&ions 
JeJus the fon of Gamaliel, who, having got an efcort of armed and com- 
inen, had feveral fkirmifhes, not only with his predeceflor, but motions 
with the inferior priefts, who were often plundered of all they among the 
had, and reduced to the loweft mifery. About this time, the Jews. 
work of the temple being quite finimed, and 18,000 hands at 
once difcharged, a propofal was made to Agrippa to employ 
them in taking down the old gallery of the temple, 400 cu¬ 
bits high, and rebuilding it anew. Agrippa not confenting to 
the propofal, the greateft number of the workmen joined 
themfelves to the banditti, and fupported themfelves by 


plundering. 

Minus, after governing two years, was fuccceded by Gejfius The ty- 
Floras, the laft and wortt governor that ever Judeea had. He rannical 
behaved with the greateft cruelty and rapacity, and made no govern- 
fcruple to countenance the banditti, upon receiving part of m ent of 
their plunder. That his oppreflions and murders might not be Gejftus Flo* 
enquired into, he wanted to provoke th zjeivs to an open rebel- r us. 
lion, in which he fucceeded to his wifh, a war being kindled 
thro’ his means which ended with the total ruin of th ejewi/b 
nation. Great numbers of the Jews, to avoid the cruel ty¬ 
ranny of Floras, abandoned their native country; while thofe 
who ftaid behind made their complaints to Ccjlius Gallus, go¬ 
vernor of Syria, who came to Jerufalem at the pafibver. Cejlius 
only undertook for Floras that he fhould behave better for the 
future, and fet himfelf about computing the number of the 
Jews that were at Jerufalem, by that of the lambs which were 
offered at that feftival. By that computation the whole was 
found to amount to 2,556,000; but Jofephus thinks that they 
rather amounted to 3,000,000. 

Nero, about this time, deciding a controversy which had been Thecaufc 
for fome years in fufpence, between the Syrians and the Jews, G f the 
about the city of C&farea, which he now decreed to be a Greek j ew ijb 
city, the Jews every-where relolved to have recourfe to arms. war. 
Jgrippa, endeavouring by a long fpeech to appeafe the rioters in An. Chr. 
jerufalem, was pelted by them with ftones, and obliged to leave 67. 
the city. He fent 3000 men to the heads of the Jews, to help 
them to quell the l'edition; which they earneftly endeavoured 
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to effe&, but without fuccefs; for Floras, who rejoiced at the 
diforders, refilled to aflift them* The mutinous fpirit foon 
fpread over the kingdom, where nothing was to be feen but 
robberies, murders, and all manner of cruelties j cities and 
villages being filled with dead bodies of every age, fex and 
quality. The Jews, . wherever they got the better of the* Syri¬ 
ans and Romans, retaliated their cruelties; for which, vaft num¬ 
bers of their peaceful brethren were maflacred in their places of 
Honid abode. The Cafareans fell fuddenly on thofe of their city, and 
llaughter maflacred 20,000 of them; 20,000 were murdered at Pto/emais 
made of and 50,000 at Alexandria. Floras alfo flew 3,500 perfons at 
the Jews, Jerufalem , and feized many others, whom he caufed to be 

whipt and crucified, tho’ fome of them had been honoured 
with the Roman knighthood. Berenice, the After of Agrippa, 
interceded in vain for the prifoners, going barefoot to the tri¬ 
bunal of Floras: but he did not vouchfafe her the leaft token of 
refpedt; fo that before fhe could recover her palace, fhe was 
in danger of being torn to pieces by his foldiers. 

The Jews A great number of aflaflins, joining themfelves to the fedi- 
take arms tious, beat the Romans out of the fortreflfes of Maffada, Antonia , 
again!! the and the towers of Phafael, Mariamne, and others; killing all 
Romans, that oppofed them. They next fet fire to the palaces of Agrippa 

and Berenice, of the high prieft Ananias, and of his brother 
Ezechias. They chofe Menahem , one of the fons of Judas, 
chief of the Gaulonites, for their leader, he having come to 
Jerufalem with a confiderable number of aflaflins, or zealots. 
He was foon murdered, and was fucceeded by his nephew Elea- 
zar, who obliged the Romans to furrender, on a capitulation of 
having their lives granted to them; but afterwards murdered 
them. The Greeks of Scytbopolis retaliated this treachery on the 
Jews of that city, 13,000 of whom they murdered, tho’they 
had generoufly offered to ftand by them-againft their brethren, 
who were then befieging them. 

The revolted Jews, having carried their conquefts beyond 
Jordan, took the fortreffes of Macheron and Cypris, the laft of 
which they razed to the ground, after having put all the Ro¬ 
mans to the fword. Their progrefs at length rouzing Cejlius 
Gallus, governor of Syria, he entered Judeea with a powerful 
army, burned all the towns and villages in his way, and maf- 
They are facred all the Jews whom he met with. About the feaft of 
defeated tabernacles he encamped, with about 20,000 foot and 50:0 
by Cejlius horfe, at Gibeon , within fix miles of Jerufalem; which the 
Gallus. Jews no {boner heard, than they armed themfelves, and went 

and attacked him, and gained fome advantage over him, 
Agrippa joining him, fent two of his chief captains to the re¬ 
bels, offering them a pardon and fome terms of peace; but one 
of the officers was killed by them, and the other very nar¬ 
rowly efcaped. Cejlius, a few days after, attacked them, 
and drove them almoft to Jerufalem; and then advancing with 
his whole army in order of battle, they abandoned all the 
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the temple. 

Cep us immediately belieged them; but Florus corrupting 
fome of his generals, he was by them perfuaded to march off] 
when the Jews harraffed his rear, and having flam 4000 of his r ie{tp c 
foot and 400 horfe, made themfelves matters of a great part of t h S t °* 


CeJJtus 
raifes the 


his baggage. The J 


omans 


can 


tons and fortreffes of Judaea, Jofephus the hiftorian, a brave jewijh 
prieft of confiderable rank, was appointed governor of the two 
Galikes. The government of Jerusalem was intrufted to Ana- 


the tem¬ 
ple, and 
retires 
with loft. 


Jofeph 

Meanwhile 


governor of Idumeca 
among the Jews, tha 


fuch diflenfions prevailed 
;s of the better fort, fore- 

the 


city; and the Chriftians, mindful of their Saviour’s warning', 
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did not reach. 


the other fide Jordan , whither the 


Nero hearing of the revolt of the Jews while he was in Achaia 
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Vefpaj 


Judesa 


with 


Titus 


Vefpajian 
lent into 
Judcea* 


udeea 


affembled his forces in Syria, where he was joined by Agrippa . 
Great numbers of the Jews being now in arms, a body of them 
made an attempt upon Afcalon ; but they were repulfed, with 
the lofs of io,occ men. Notwithftanding this lofs, they made a 


again cut off. 


of 


very beginning of the 
Sepph 


Romans , advanced with his army to Ptolcmais , where he was 

at the head of a body of troops. His army. 


Titus 


with 


lently difeiplined, he entered Galilee ; and having burnt Ga- 


dara, marched to 


Jotapa 


Jotapa. Jofeph 


fended it, with great bravery and vigour, forty-feven days, in 
fpite of the utmoft efforts of the befiegers. The 


length taken by aflault, and put to fire and fword, when all the 7 
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He takes 


Jcvjs were either flain or made prifoners. There 
40,000 of the former, and only 1 zoo of the latter, among whom 
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Jofeph 


Vfppf 


Nero ; which when Jofephus underttood, _ uc uemeu to nave tne ma£ j e pr j_ 

liberty to fpeak to the general: and being introduced to him, f oner T 
he addreffed him in words to this effect: “ My meffage to you 


Jofeph, 


« 


to 


God 

you than the difpofal of me as your prifoner. The 
, al between Nero’s death arid your fucceeaing him i 


a 


is {<> 
finall. 
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ec fmall, that I already look upon you as emperor, and your fou 
" Titus as your happy fucceffor. Keep me only as your prifoner 
and if you find that I have abufed God’s name, in promifmg 
ci you from him the empire of the world, then punifh me wuh 
c( the fevereft death.” Vefpajian took him at his word, ufed 
him with the greateft refpedt and gcnerofity; but caufed him 
ftill to be kept a clofe prifoner. This prediction of th zjewijh 

general is confirmed by Suetonius and 
Dio Caffius. A few days before the {forming of Jotapa , Trajan 
took the city of Japha ; but gave the honour of the laft a f- 
fault to Titus. Upon their entering the place, the Japhians 
held out an obftinate ftreet-fight for fix hours j but being 
at length overpowered, all the men were put to the fword, 
and the women and children carried away prifbners. The Ro- 
mans reduced feveral other cities in Galilee , with a rapid 
progrefs; but Gifcala and Gamala {food a fiege of feveral 

months. 


Roman 


Two def- The 


Vefpajian and Titus 


tions in 


Judi 


Jerufalem. Many of the Jt 


forefeeing the ruinous confequences of the war, propofed a 
{peedy fubmiffion. Another, by far the moft numerous party, 


which 


with the 


Gauloni tijh 


Thefe 


and rapacious, and committed the moft horrid and unnatural 
crimes, under pretence of religion; which obliged the con- 


trary party 


fhey 


m 

of ldumee- 
am enters 
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profligate countrymen, from whom they fuffered 
unfpeakably more than from the exafperated Romans. Thefe 
wretches, who took the name of Zealots, began to exercife 
their cruelty, in plundering and maflacring all that oppofed 
them in the country round about j after which they entered 

Jerufalem, with Zect—- L “ J 177 -‘ U “ J ' rL “ 

feized and garrifoned the temple, from whence they iallied out, 
and committed the vileft outrages and butcheries. Ananus , 
who had been high prieft a few years before, perfuaded 
the people to take up arms, and attack thofe fa&ious vil¬ 
lains. The engagement was fierce and obftinate a confiderable 
time; but Ananus at length forced them out of the outer 
cin&ure of the temple, and clofely befieged them in the in¬ 
ner. They called in the Idumaans to their affiftance; but 
Ananus refufed to admit thofe foreigners within the walls. 
However 


ftorm 


Jerufal 

accompanied with thunder and light¬ 
ning and an earthquake, the Zealots fawed the bolts and 
Jerufalem. hinges of the temple gates without being heard, and forcing 

the guards of the befiegers, let in the Idumaans, to the number 

of 20 , 000 , 
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The profligate party, being thus ftrengthened, committed the 

oft horrid cruelties on their late oppofers. They put great 
numbers of them to death by the moft exquifite tortures that 
could be invented. Twelve thoufand perfons of noble extrac- Horrid 
tinn and in the flower of their age, were thus butchered, and butcheriee 
among them the brave Ananus, and Jefus the fon of Gamaliel, commit- 
The zealots now carried their fury and cruelty to fuch an te( j, 
heighth, that the whole nation trembled at their very name. 

None dared to be feen or heard to weep or cry for the murder 
of their neareft relations, nor even to give them burial. The 
Jdumaans at length inveighing againft the maffacring of fuch 
numbers of worthy perfons indifcriminately, the zealots fet up 
a kind of court of judicature in the temple, that they might 
murder with a Ihew of juftice. Zechariah , the fon of Baruch , 
was one of the firft that was brought before this mock court j 
but he defended himfelf with fuch intrepidity, that the judges 
pronounced him innocent; at which the zealots were fo exafpe- 
rated that they murdered him on the fpot, and then drove the 
iudges from their feats as perfons unfit for their purpofe. The 
Jdumaans , afliamed to a£t any longer in concert with iuch bloody 
afiaffins, retired into their own country, after having fet at 

liberty 2000 prifoners • . . r . . . 

The zealots, from this time, gave themfelves a loofe to the 

moft inhuman barbarities, and after butchering all perfons of 
any diftinaion or charaaer, they began to vent their rage on 
the common people. It was a capital crime to have once 
feemed to oppofe them: to be inaaive, was to be a fpy upon 
them Not to applaud their vileft aaions, was to be difaf- 
fe&ed ; and to be either rich, or fufpefted to be fo, or to be 
difliked by them, was crime enough to deferve death. I his 
obliged many of the Jews to fortake Jerusalem , and to feek 
fhelter under the Romans , who continued all this while unaaive 
at Cafarea, Vefbajian fuffering his men to refrejh themfelves, as 
he faw the jeius fo earneftly bent on mteftine broils and maila- 

cres, which would quickly weaken their:ftrength. 

Every thing fucceeded to his wifti. The zealots* after hav-* Thezex- 
fag maifacred or driven away the oppolite party*^ began to turn jots divide 
their fwords againft each other. John, of the city of &tjchala, e d into 
a wretch of unparalleled ambition* drew the molt profligate or two f ac . 
the zealots into his party, and the other chiefs having formed tions . 
an oppofite fadion, the two parties were continually either 
fkirmifliing with each other, or plundering the poor remains 
of the people. Mean while a new gang of robbers aroie in a third 
the country, who plundered, burned, and maiiacred every p art y com ^ 
where, and carried their plunder into the ftrong fortrefs of p 0 f e d of 
Majjada , which they had feized. One Simon, the fon ot G 0- ro bbers, 
riat was their leader, a bold ambitious young man, a native 
of Gelafa , who to encreafe his numbers, promifed liberty to 
all the flaves, and proportionable encouragements to all the 
freemen that fhould join him. By this means he foon law 
himfelf at the head of a confiderable army, and great numbers 
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o f Jews-) even of forae diftindtion 3 were glad to put themfelvej 
under his prote&ion. 

Simon turned his arms againft the zealots* whom he defeated 
and put to flight; but not thinking hirnfolf ftrong enough to 
attempt the liege of Jerujalem , he invaded Idumeea with an 
iJumte&m- army of 20,000 men. The IdumeCans alTembled 25,000, an( j 
toc cq L>y gave him battle; but after both parties had fought from morn- 
Si non the i n g to night, neither party could claim the vi&ory, Simon 
chief of foon after found means to have that country betrayed to him 
therob- by a treacherous Idumaan , who delivered up their forces to 
bers. him. By the conqueft of that province, which he ravaged in 

a cruel manner, he became more dreadful than ever to the 
fcealots, who contented themfelves with laying ambulhes for 
him in all the pafles, in one of which they took his wife pri- 
foner. Simon no fooner heard the news of his wife’s captivity, 
than he polled with his army to the very gates of Jerusalem, 
and fo terrified the enemy, that they were glad to fend him his 
wife again. Having recovered her, he returned to Idumea, 
where he committed fo many cruelties, that the inhabitants 
left the country to his mercy and fled to Jerufalem , his troops 
however purfuing them to the very walls of that metropolis. 
Simon ad- About the fame time thofe Idumeeans who had entered into 
mined in- the fervice of John of Gifchala , not being longer able to bear 
to Jerufa- his tyranny, revolted againft him, killed a great number of his 
im. men, plundered his palace; and forced him to retire into the 

temple. The people imagining that he would fally out in the 
night and fet fire to the city, let in Shnon and his troops to 
oppofe thofe of John and his zealots. Simon was no fooner in 
poflelfion of the city, than he began to exert his authority 
againft both parties equally. He made a bold aflault againft 
John and his party, but being as ftoutly repulfed, he contented 
himfelf for the prefent with keeping them clofely befieged in 
the temple. Placidus , in the mean time, with a detachment 
of the Roman army, killed 15,000 of the factious Jews , who 
endeavoured to prevent him from taking poflelfion of Gadara. 
He foon after reduced all that part o fjudeea which lies on the 
eaft fide of the Jordan , except the caftle of Machceron. 
Vefpafian In the beginning of the following fpring, Vefpafian ravaged 
ravages and plundered great part of Idumeea , and leaving garrifons in 
Idumeea. fome fortrefies, returned to Cecfarea , where his fon Titus joined 

him. He had been fent by his father to Rome , to compliment 
Galba who fucceeded Nero in the empire ; but upon his arrival 
at Greece , hearing that Galba was murdered after a reign of 
feven months, and that Otbo was declared emperor, he failed 
back to Cecfarea. About the beginning of June , Vefpafian and 
Titus led their army againft Jerufalem , whilft Cercalls, one of 
their chief generals, laid wafte the upper Idumeea with a con- 
fiderable body of troops. The emperor Otho in the mean time 
being dead, and Vitellius, a moft worthlefs wretch, having fuc¬ 
ceeded him, the armies in the eaft, in oppofition to him, de¬ 
clared Vefpafian emperor, and their choice a few months after 

was 
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*aS confirmed by the Roman fenate. Vefpaftan now recalling He is cho- 
to mind the prophecy of Jofephus , not only gave him his liber- len empe- 
ty, but recompenfed him for his faithfulnels to him with many ror, and 
/ignal favours. Having committed the management of the commits 
w ar againft the Jeivs to his fon Titus, he fet out for Alexan- the con- 
Jria, with the defign of paffing from thence to Italy. duftofthe 

The Jewijh diffenfions, in the mean time, encreafed j one war to 
Eleazar, a perfon of the facerdotal order, formed a new party Titus. 
by drawing over to him a confiderable number of John of GiJ- A new 
colas men. With this new party he feized on the court of faaion in 
the priefts, and confined John to that of the Ifraelitcs. Eleazar Jerujalem . 
kept the avenues fo well guarded, that none were admitted in¬ 
to that part of the temple but thofe who went thither to offer 

Sacrifices ; and it was by thefe offerings chiefly, that he main¬ 
tained himfelf and his men. Thefe three parties not only 
murdered and maffacred one another, but in their rage and 
madnefs deftroyed the provifions which might have ferved the 
city for feveral years. 

Mean while Titus advanced with his army againft the city, Titus in- 
and having received a great many auxiliaries from Agrippa , Soe- veils that 
mus, Antiochus , and the Arabs , he encamped within three miles city, 
of the walls. The city was about four miles in circuit, and 
was fortified on every fide with a triple wall, except where it 
was fenced with deep vallies, having, befides the caftle of An¬ 
tonia, the fortrefs of A era, the towers on mount Sion , the tem¬ 
ple, and feverpl other fortreffes almoft impregnable. It was 
now the beginning of April, and near the feaft of the paffover, 
to which there was a greater refort of Jeivs this year than had 
ever been known. Titus having narrowly efcaped in attempt¬ 
ing to reconnoitre the city, caul’ed his army to approach with¬ 
in feven furlongs of the walls, in order to begin the fiege in 
form. His own legion encamped on the mount of Olives, but 
was of afudden fo vigoroufly attacked by the 'Jews, that they 
were in danger of being all cut to pieces if Titus had not timely 
fuccoured them. 

The three factions feeing themfelves befieged by fo powerful The three 
an army and fo brave a general, propofed to lay afide all pri- factions 
vate feuds, and join together in a vigorous defence againft the aflift each 
common enemy. This union, however, was of no long con- other in 
tinuance ; for on the feaft of the paffover, when Eleazar had defending 
opened the avenues of his court -to the great concourfe that the place, 
went thither to facrifice, John of Gifcala found means to Aide 
in fome of hi? men with fwords hid under their cloaks, who 
unexpectedly fell on Eleazar’s party and the reft pf the people, 
filled the court of the priefts with blood, and took poffeflion of 
the place. Eleazar’ s men;, by this impious ftratagem, being al¬ 
moft all cut off, thofe who remained, together with their chief, 
fubmitted to John, who had now no enemy but Simon within 
the walls. When they were not employed againft the Romans, 
they were continually affaulting each other, feeming not in the 

feaft affeCted with the difinal ft'&te of their affairs. 

Vqj.. I. Nji Titm 
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The Jews Titus having twice made offers of peace to the befieged 
reject of- which they rejected with fcorn, ordered the attacks to° b* 
fers of begun with the battering engines. The Jews having lately 
peace. taken fome machines from Cejiius , now placed them on the 

walls, but working them very unlkillfully, they did very littl. 
execution with them, till they were better inftru&ed by fome 
Roman deferters. The Roman legionaries, however, made 
dreadful havock, the leaft ftones they threw being near ioo 
weight, which the engines caft with great force to the diftance 
The firft of two furlongs. About a fortnight after the beginning of the 
wall pof- fxege, the Romans made a breach in the outer wall, by which 
fefled by they entered, the Jews at the fame time retiring within the 
the Ro- fecond enclosure. Titus caufed one of the towers of the fecond 

wall to be battered, and in five days made a breach by which 
his troops got within the fecond wall. As he was bent on 
faving the city, he would not fuffer any greater breach to be 
made in the wall, or any of the ftreets to be demolilhed; fo 
that his troops being foon after attacked by Simon , fuffered 
confiderably on account of the narrownefs of the breach. The 
Romans having rectified this overfight, renewed the attack with vi- 


mans. 


The fe 


cond wall gour, and four days after again got poffeflion of the fecond wall. 


alfo taken. 


The city being crowded with people, a famine began to 


The great prevail, which was followed by a peftilence. As thefe two 
nifery of dreadful judgments encreafed, fo did the rage of the faftions, 
the be- who forced into the peoples houfes, and if they found any 


fieged 


vi&uals in them, butchered the owners for not informing 
them of their ftores. If they found nothing but bare walls, 
which was almoft every where the cafe, they put the people 
to the utmoft tortures, under pretence that they had fome pro- 
vifiori conceded. Titus being ftill willing to fpare the Jews , 
again made them offers of pardon upon their fubmiflion; but 
Jofephus the hiftorian, who carried his mefTage to the befieged, 
was treated by them with feoffs and reproaches. Upon his 
return, Titus eaufed a wall of circumvallation to be drawn 
round the city, to prevent any fuccours from being carried to 
the befieged, and to hinder them from efcaping. Nothing was 
now to be feen in the ftreets of Jerufalesn but heaps of dead 
bodies rotting above ground, walking fkeletons, and dying 


wretches. 


Thofe who were taken by the Romans in the Tallies, 

- ‘ - The 


prifoner to undeceive 


were fcourged and crucified in the fight of the town, 
zealots gave out that the Romans treated thofe who fled to them 
for protection in that manner; upon which Titus fent in a 

the people, and aflure them, that he 
ipared all who voluntarily came over to him. The factions, 
however, were at great pains to cut off all means of efcape 
from the people, tho’ at the fame time they robbed them of 
their provifions while they themfelves were not in want, made 
their miferies and dying groans the fubjeCts of their mirth, and 
even carried their barbarity to the fheathing of their fwords m 
fport on thofe poor wretches, under pretence of trying their 


Iharpnefs 


Many 
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Many t>f thofe who efcaped to the Roman camp were mife- 

rably butchered by the foldiers, who had entertained a notion 
that they had fwallowed great quantities’ of gold. No lei's than 
2600 Jews were ripped up in one night in fearch of thefe fup- 
pofed treafures. The mortality raged fo violently in the city, a 

that from the 14th of April to the ift of July, 1 15,080 carcafes f u i morta- 
of the poorer fort were carried out to be buried ; 600,000 were i; ty j n the 
call out of the gates and over the walls into the deep vallies, c j ty 
befides great numbers of carcafes that were piled up in large 
empty houfes. The famine at length encreafed to that de¬ 
gree, that the foldiers were forced to eat the dung of oxen, 
girdles, (hoes, flicks and hay. Wives took the meat out of 
their hufband’s mouths, children from their parents, and mo¬ 
thers from their infants. Nay, a woman of quality boiled her 
own child with an intent to eat it; which detettable aft Titus 
no fo.oner heard of, than he vowed the total extirpation of the 
city and people. It caufed alfo an univerfal horror and con- 
fternation among the Jews, who now began to think themfelv.es 

forfaken by the divine providence. 

The Romans , animated by their general, cut down all the The Ro- 
groves within a confiderable diflance. of the city, and having wa/zj .carry 
made new mounts, foon made themfelves matters of the for- on the at- 
trefs of Antonia , and purfued the Jews to the temple. The be- tacks with 
fieged ftill rejefting a new offer of accommodation that was the utmoft 
made to them, fet fire to the galleries that joined Antonia to vigour, 
the temple. Titus finding the walls of the temple too ftrong 
for his battering rams, fet fire to the gates, after having had a 
bloody rencounter, in which his men were repulfed with lofs. 

Simon , about the fame time, put to death Matthias the high 
prieft, and a great number of his friends, under pretence of 
their holding a fecret correfpondence with the Romans. Jofe- 
phus alfo frequently exhorted them to a fubmiffion, when one The great 
day he received fuch a wound in his head by a Hone from the obftinacy 
’ battlements, as laid him for dead on the ground. The Jews of the 
fallied out immediately to have feized his body, but the Romans Jews. 
proved too quick and ftrong for them, and carried him off. 

John , who commanded in the temple, which was the only 
place not in the pofleflion of the' Romans , now plundered that 
facred place of all the golden utenfils, and broke in alfo into the 
repofitories of the facred oil and wine, which laft he and his 
party ufed to fuch excels, as to make themfelves drunk with 
it. The Jeivs , particularly the zealots, became fo infatuated, 
as to affine themfelves that God would never fuffer the temple 
to be taken by heathens, and therefore remained inflexible to 
all the entreaties of Jofephus . At length Titus forefeeing the ine¬ 
vitable ruin of that {lately edifice, which he was ftill extremely 
defirous to fave, vouchfafed, even himfelf, to fpeak to the Jews , 
and to perfuade them to furrender. The faftions, however, 
looking upon this condefcenfion as the effefts of his fear rather 
than generality, only grew the more furious upon it, and forced 
him at laft to come to thofe extremities which he had hitherto 

N n 2 endeavoured 
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The outer endeavoured to avoid. Titus, having with great labour leveled 

court of a platform for the attack, renewed his aflaults on the firft of 
the temple Augujl, fet fire to the north gallery which enclofed the outer 
taken. court of the temple, and forced the befieged into the court of 

the priefts. He tried in vain fix days to batter down one of 
the galleries of this court with an helepolis. He alfo applied 
his rams to it, while others of his troops were bufy in Tapping 
its foundations; but not fucceeding by thefe means, he at¬ 
tempted the walls by fcalade, in which attack he was repulfed 
with lofs. He then fet fire to the gates, which being plated 
with filver, burnt all night, and communicated the flames to 
the porticos and galleries. 

Titus ftill refolved to fave the remainder of the temple, and 
on the ioth of Augujl , ordered the general aflault, prohibiting 
any damage to be done to the building. One of the foldiers, 
however, pufhed, as Jofepbus thinks, by the hand of Provi¬ 
dence, took up a blazing fire-brand, and getting on his com- 
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fhoulders 


ments 


Vefpafti 


pie taken the zift of king Agnppa , and on the lame tatal.day and month 
and burnt, in which it had been formerly burnt by Nebuchadnezzar. All 

the endeavours of Titus to put a ftop to the fire were fruitlcfs. 
Thofe foldiers who flocked thither from the camp, inftead of 
hearkning to his commands, were bufy either in killing the 

Jews or in increafing the flames. . 

The fane- Titus perceiving that all his endeavours had been ineffectual, 

tuarv rifled afterwards entered the fan&uaryand themoft holy place, in which 
'cr it he found ftill fuch rich and fumptuous utenfils and other wealth, 

y * as even exceeded all that had been told him of it. Out of the 

former he faved the golden candlcftick, the table of fhew bread, 
the altar of perfumes all of pure gold, and the book or volume 
of the law wrapped up in a rich gold tifTue. After he came 
out of the facred place, fome other foldiers fet fire to it, and 
then plundered it, tearing off the gold plating of the gates and 
timber-work, and carrying off every thing of value they could 
find. An horrid maflacre followed foon after, in which a great 
many thoufands perifhed, fome by the flames, others by the 
fall from the battlements, and a greater number by the enemy s 
fword, none of any .age, fex, or quality being fpared by the en¬ 
raged foldiers, who did not ceafe burning and butchering till 
they had deftroyed all except two of the temple gates, and that 
part of the court which was deftined for the women. The 
Jews , in memory of this deftru&ion and of that of Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, keep a folcmn fall on the 9th of the month Ab, an¬ 
swering in part to our Augujl, which lafts full 24 hours; dur¬ 
ing which time they neither eat, drink, nor ufe the leaft rc- 
freftiment; but the ftriiteft of them keep themfelves all the 

time barefoot, in prayers and tears. _ # 

The feditious, in the mean time, having by a vigorous ciTort 

efcaped from th# fury of the Romans into the city, found all 

tnc 
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to 

the avenues To guarded that they could not efcape; upon which 
they fortified themfelves as well as they could on the fouth 
fideof it. They defired a parly with Titus, who offered them The fac- 
their lives if they would furrender j but they replied, that they tionsdefire 
had engaged themfelves by the moft folemn oaths never to fur- a parley, 
render, and only begged leave to retire into the mountains 
with their wives and children. Titus irritated by their requeft, 
fent an herald to bid them ftand to their defence, and imme¬ 
diately after he abandoned the city to the fury of the foldiers, 
who murdered and plundered on all Tides, while the fa&ions, 
who ftill remained, went and fortified themfelves in the royal 
palace on mount Sion, where they killed 8000 Jews who had 
taken refuge there. Titus was employed feveral weeks in mak¬ 
ing preparations for attacking the upper city on mount Sion, 
during which time 40,000 of the meaner fort fubmitted to 
him, and obtained liberty from him to go and fettle where they 
pleafed. The Romans had already taken fo many captives, 
that they could find no buyers for them; and fuch flaughter 
had been made of the inhabitants, that their blood ran in ftreams 
along the flreets. The factions finding their fortifications un¬ 
able to withftand the Roman batteries, were feized with a pan- 
nic, and inftead of fleeing into the ftrong towers of Hippicos y 
Phafael , or Mariamne , they went to the wall of circumvalla- 
tion, and attempted to force their paffage; but being repulfed 
from thence, they difperfed, and endeavoured to efcape by 
hiding themfelves in the public finks and common fewers. The 
Romans having then entered the city, fet it on fire, and mafia- The upper 
cred great numbers of the inhabitants. The youngeft and city burnt 
moft beautiful prifoners were referved for the triumph of Titus ; and the 
the others, above 17 years, were fent partly into Egypt to be Jews ma£ 
employed in fome public works there, and partly into feveral facred. 
cities of Syria and other provinces, to be expofed on the pub- An. Ch. 
lie theatres to exhibit fights, or be devoured by wild beafts. 73 - 
The number of thofe prifoners amounted to 97,000, befides Prifoners 
about 11,000 more of others, who were either ftarved thro* ne- fent into 
gledt, or ftarved themfelves thro’ fullennefs and defpair. The Egypt. 
number of perfons deftroyed by the war is fuppofed to have 
exceeded 1,500,000. 

The Jews, according to Jofephus , had many warnings given Thevvarn- 
them of their total deftrudtioh. A country fellow, named Jefus , ings of 
for feveral months before the fiege, ran up and down the city, this dread- 
crying without ceafing, Woe to the city ! Woe to the temple ! A ful de- 
voice from the four corners , a voice againfl Jenjalem , a voice ftruftion. 
again]} the nation. On fabbaths and other feftivals he cried 
with a louder and move difmal tone ; and tho’ he would not 
ceafe for the moft fevere puniftiments, ho never became hoarfe 
or loft his voice. He concluded with a woe to himfclf\ and wa^ 
that inftant killed by a ftone thrown in by the befiegers. A 
ftrange comet alfo hung over Jcrufalem for one whole year in 
the mape of a fword. An extraordinary light was feen round 
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the altar at the ninth hour of the night. A cow, as fhe was 
led to the altar to be facrificed, was delivered of a lamb. 'JV 

eaftern gate of the temple made of folid brafs, and fo heavv 
that it required twenty flout men to open and fhut it, was flunv 
open in the middle of the night, tho 5 fattened with ftrong bolil 
and bars. The air before fun-fet was filled with chariots and 
armed men, which puffed over all that country; and laftly, a 
voice, after a kind of rumbling noife, was diftindtly heard by 
the priefts in the temple uttering thefe Words, Let us depart 
Let us depart. Tho’ the Jetvs neverjthelefs continued hardened* 
and were not even roufed by their calamities, yet thefe were 
fo remarkable, that Titus more than once acknowleged the hand 
of Providence againft them ; and when he had taken the city, 
and viewed the incredible ftrength of it, he cried out, that 
God muft certainly have fought for him, fince no human power 
or ftrength was equal to that which the Romans had now 
overcome. 

Simon and 'John , the two heads of the feditious, being at laft 
taken, were carried to Rome , and marched with 700 of the 
handfomeft Jewijh capti ves after the triumphal chariot of Titus; 
after which Simon having been dragged thro’ the ftreets with 
a rope about his neck, and feverely fcourged, was put to death 
with fome other Jewijh leaders, and Jotm was fent into per¬ 
petual imprifonment. 

Jerufalem The Romans , before they left Jerusalem, laid the city and the 
razed to temple level with the ground, according to Chrift’s prediction, 

The buildings were fo totally demoliflied, except three towers, 
ground, which for their ftrength and beauty were left as monuments of 

the city’s ftatelinefs to pofterity, that the place looked as if it 
had never been inhabited. Titus , when he foon after paffed 
thro’ it in his way to Alexandria to embark for Rome , could not 
refrain from Ihedding plenty of tears at the fight of fo dreadful 
a devaftation ; at the fame time curling the wretches who had 
forced him to be the author of it. 

After the departure of Titus , Lucilius Bajjiis , who had been 
appointed lieutenant of Jadcsa , reduced the fortreffes of Hero- 
dion and Ma cheer on. Bajjiis being prevented by death from 
The war putting an end to the war, his fucceffor Flavius Silva befieged 
concluded Adajfada , the only fortrefs now in the hands of the rebels. The 
by Flavius pl ace i which was very ftrong both by art and nature, was well 
Silva, ftored with provifions, and defended by a good number of aflaf- 

fins, at the head of whom was that Elcazar who had headed 
one of the parties at Jerufalem. Silva , finding that his engines 
and battering rams had no effe& on the place, furrounded it 
with a wall, and then ordered fire to be fet to the gates, which 
driving the befieged to defpair, they flew all their wives and 
children, and afterwards difpatched themfelves, and thus put 
an end to the dreadful war. Vefpajtan ordered the JewijJ} lands 
to be fold for liis own ufe, excepting only the town of Emmatis , 
which he called Nicopolis , and bellowed on 800 of his bell: vete¬ 
rans. 
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rans. He commanded all the Jews within the Roman empire 
to pay to his treafury the ufual tribute of half a fhekel, which 
they were before obliged to pay to that of the fan&uary. 

The far greater part of the Jews that furvived the calamities The 7ews 
of their nation, fhll continued in their infatuated ftate, which ftill info 
has been the cafe ever fince with their pofterity. After the de- tuated 
ftruaion of Jerufalem , Vfpafian, according to Jofephus , caufed 
all the fprouts of the houfe of Judah to be cut off, to deprive 
them at once of all hopes of a deliverer or future Meffiah. The 
zealots, however, made feveral attempts to regain their power, 
firft at Alexandria , where 600 of them were put to death, and 
the JewiJh temple was fhut up. Afterwards, at Cyrene , one of 
them, named Jonathan , fet up for a prophet, and perfuaded 
zooo of his brethren to follow him into the defart, where he 
promifed to fhew them wonders ; but they were routed and 
difperfed by Catullus. < Agrippa is fuppofed to have died at Rome 
in the 70th year of his age, and the 90th of the Chriftian ./Era. 

His lifter Berenice lived fome time with Titus, who was fo cap¬ 
tivated with her beauty, that he propofed to marry her; -phe ex 

but for fear of giving offence to the Romans , he was forced, tinaion of 
much againft his own inclination, to difmifs her. According t j, e # or 

to Jofephus , the whole Hcrodian line failed within 100 years, 

tho’ in the firft defcent from Herod the Great they were very m jj y 
numerous. 


The END of the First Volume; 



